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TO THE SECOND VOLUME. - 


DISSENTIONS all over 8 —Azimabad twice attacked by the 
Imperial Prince, Aali-goher, now Shah Aalem. —Deteſtable character of 
both M. ir Hjaaſer ban and his fon, — He is dethroned by his ſon-in-law, 
Mireeſjem-ghan, who aſter a ſhort reign is expelled Ly the Engliſh, a 
who re-eſtabliſb the old Prince. — Conſhiracies. — War with 2 
Shufs; ed - ag8la, ſevereign of Add, who is totally defeated / Haga — e. 
by the Engliſb at Bacſar.—Arrtval of Lord Clive in India. — Peace. — | 
The Engliſh deeply connected with the Court of Debli, now rejiding at 
Slabalad. Death of Mir Hager, who ts ſucceſſively ſucceeded by his / Hut - 
three ſons. Strange portrait of Mubarec-ed-cg8la, the furot wor of 
them; [and ſome account of | his perſon, mother, family, and genius. —Odi- 7 
ons character his Depiy, Mahmed- Reaaff ban. 7e Engliſh take / 
direct poſſeſſion of the three Provinces in their own name, and only aſ- 
ſign a penſion to the ſurviving Prince of Mir tjaofer#fhan's family. — f 
Sever firi@ures on the Enghſh Government. Twelve * afſignegd 1 
to the ruinous condition of theſe Countries. 
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Ram-narkin, viceroy of Azimabad, ſubmits ty Mir Hagfer- ban. — Die 
Author's family greatly diſappointed — HazyrMlly, ave to the former 
famihr, feines the province of P8rama.—Mirzat#tthadr, a child of 
fifteen, youngeſt brother of Seradj-ed-dg8/a, er barbaroufly put to 
death by MirSdjaafer ban s order. QMadumpfaſſan.- ban, a very 
Arunge character, ſent to P8rania, expells HazurMlly.—His conduct. 
Eis behaviour to an innocent ſtrolgger.— Nam Hardin manages ſo as 
to put himſelf under the ſafe- guard of the Engliſh Government. The 
Aut bur recovers bis djaghir, or family gſtate.— Sbitabepdy mates kus 
appearance on the ſtage of the world — Mir-Agdollab, a gentleman of 
the Imperial family of Pera. —MWretebed adminiſtration of theN au- 
vab's, and of his fon.—The troops, headed by twoprincipal officers, con- 
ſpire againſt him. —The conſpiracy ts diſcovered and ſeverely puniſhed. 
—Mir-fazen, an Heer of importance, envelopped in the punition.— 
Several ulnſtricus, but defenceleſs women, ſent into a loathſome conſine- 
ment.—The Navvad's deteflable conduct renders Seradj-edMa81la 
regretted. —Radja Sunderjing, ane of the moſt zealous friends of a 
revolution, is accidently killed. —The Imperial Prince, ali faber, 
andertakes an expedition againſt Bengal. — Ii ſtrongly recommended by 
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his mother to our author's father, Hediet-ally-qhan Aa 
c8li-qhan, lord of Tlah-abad, joins the Prince Ram narùin tam 
pers with the tws parties. Our author rendered ſu uſpetted on account 
of his father, juſtifies his conduct. Ihe author ſent on an embaſſy 
to the Shah- * or Imperial Prince. Faithleſe propoſals of our 
author's, rejected with indignation by his father, and by the general 
of the army .—Azimabad beſieged by the 8 hah-Zada. —The ſiege 
raiſed on the report of the arrival of the Bengal army, and of Mah- 
ned. l lan s having been circumvented by his kmſman, Shudja- 
edo la. The Shah-zada Joined by the Frenchman Moofi i-Joſs. — 
Mahmed ban s army wan and ripped 'by his kinſman's 
troops, and his perſon confined. — Reſolute behaviour of an officer who 
ftands upon his defenſe ; his noble character. Ihe refrattory governor 
of P8rama is reconciled, by the mterpoſi tion of the Engliſh.—Second 
expedition of the Sal- Cad 8 in Bengal. — The Shab-Zada bearing 
that his father had been murdered in battle, aſcends the throne under 
the title of Shahlalem.—He beats Ram-narain in battle, but miſſes 
Azimabad.—He marches forward to encounter the Navvab of Ben- 
gal and Colonel Clive. Beats the Indians, but is beaten by the 
Engliſh.—Camcarhan detaches himſelf from the Shah Lada, 70 
fall by ſtealihß upon Moorſhoodabad.—ls prevented by the old Næuvab 
and a body of” Engliſh.—The Navvab orders an officer of character to 
be blown at a gun.—T he refrattory governor of P8rama wants to 
join the Sha Lada. —Azimabad aſſaulted twwice, is ſuccoured þ Capt. 
Knox, who makes a ſucceſsful ſally, and then with a handful of men 
attacks and beats the governor of P8rania.—The Colonel and Miren 
arrive. The latter is killed by the lightening. 


C—I————===q 


HE deplorable death of Seradj- ed Acgla, by transfering the ſo- 
vereignty to another family, had not put an end to the troubles 


of the country. Mir Fjaafer-ghan, who had been his general and 
kinſman, now became his ſucceſſor, and was every where acknow- 
ledged with! an una nimity/which d doubtleſs had ſome thing very ſur- 


lim! as much as for others. One of his firſt cares was to 
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write to Radja Ram-#fariin, Governor-general of Azimabad ; the 
letter contained an invitation to ſubmit to the revolution that had taken 
place; and it was therefore filled with many promiſes and many 


kindneſſes; this letter produced all the effect expected from it: the 


Gentoo ataloſs how to act on ſo ſudden anintimation, thou ght it beſt for 
his own intereſt to acquieſce for the preſent. In a few days he receiv- 
ed an order to ſet at liberty Mirza-ſholamdalieg, ſon to doctor 


Hekim eg. and to ſend him with honour to court. 'The poor man, 
who had been dragged back from Arvel, by Seradj-ed@98la's order, 


and expected nothing but what was ſiniſter, from court, was very 
much furpriſed at a polite letter the Radja wrote him on the occaſion ; 
and he ſet out immediately for Mooſhoodabad. As his humour and 


character were much a kin to that of MirMjaaferghan's, he was 


received with affection, and treated with ſo much diſtinction and 
regard, that he came ſoon to eclipſe all the courtiers and favourites. 
But mean while, the news of ſuch a revolution had flown to Bana- 
rals, where it ſoon became public that MirMjaaferFhan had been 
tranſported half a fleep, from his bed-chamber to a throne ; and 
that he already enjoyed the ſovereignty in full. Such a piece of 
intelligence could not fail to cheer up the ſpirits of our family, 
which was then in that city. As we had been exiled by Seradj-ed- 


dögla's order from his dominions, and we had left behind/houles, 


poſſeſſions, and a djaghir, or landed eſtate, ſuch a revolution ſeemed 
to us a favourable opportunity for our returning to a city that had 
become our home, and to which we were attached by a variety of 
ties. But ambition ſeemed likewiſe to have a ſhare in our cager- 
neſs. We had been at all times, and from our very childhood, in- 
timately acquainted with the new ſovereign, as well as connected 
with his family: he had at all times ſhewn the ſincereſt attachment, 
and the moſt reſpectful regard for my illuſtrious father; inſomuch, 
that whenever he had any occaſion to take a journey to Moorſhoo- 
dabad, it was always he that payed me the firſt viſit; nor was it re- 
turned but ſeveral days after, when I had ſeen my houſe cleared of 
the crouds of viſitors ; nor did his ſon, Miren, behave leſs reſpect- 
fully. This young nobleman, out of regard, doubtleſs, to ſome 
years which I had more than/him, made it a point to abſtain from 

| : ſmoaking 
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ſmoaking his late in my preſence As to the father, he had fuch 
a predilection for my younger brother, NakyeAaly-Qhan, that he 
ſeemed to be his companion, and the partner of all his pleaſures. Nor 
- was it eaſy to conceive a ſtricter union than that which ſeemed to 
ſubſiſt between theſe two boſom friends. No wonder then, if on 
the firſt intelligence of fo mighty a revolution, my brother ſhould 
have conceived that all this power, and all this ſudden flow of 
wealth, were articles in which he could claim a ſhare z and he 
reckoned, that the leaſt object he could now aſpire to, would be the 
office of deputy-governor of Azimabad. Full of theſe high-flown 
notions, he wrote the new ſovereign a reſpectful letter of congratu- 
lation; and taking his father, brothers, family, ſervants, depen- 
dants, and effects, with him, he made haſte to embark for Azima- 
bad, ſenſible that now was the time to reap the benefit of his late 
connections. But I, who knew that his late friend was now a high 
ſeated ſovereign, that touched the firmament with his forehead ; 
who felt the comparative inferiority of my ſtation and rank; 
and who was thoroughly appriſed of MirMjaafer-ghan's character; 
(a man incapable to remember of paſt obligations, or to mind rights 
of old date;) and who was abundantly ſenſible that his garden would 
never afford a flower of good ſmell; I, who knew the man com- 
pletely, was far from being fo ſanguine; and I thought it more 
prudent to tarry ſome tumeg more at Banareſs, and to act with 
more propriety and circumſpèction. My ſhyneſs was diſapproved; 
and my younger brother ſoon found himſelf landed at Azimabad.. 
But this arrival having been notjfied to the new prince by the 
governor of the province, the latter ſoon received a letter, full of 
reprimands and bitter reproaches, for what was ſtiled the governor's-\ 
ſupinengſe, and it conveyed a peremptory order to ſend back to Ba- 
nareſs the net arrived folks, without delay, and without fail. This 
letter opened Naky Aaly-Ahan's eyes: then indeed he repented of 
his haſtineſs. Luckily for him that Mir-Cazem han, elder brother 
to the new prince, was theſe many years in Ram Harain's ſervice, 
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We As pay-maſter and commander of his troops. He Was a plain 3 
man, with very little brilliancy in his character; but „how / Yecch 
ever, (and juſtice. is due to every one) ſeemed very a i on | 
other accounts, being a good-natured man. My younger brother, 
who thought this man's acquaintance of ſome reſource, paid him a 
viſit; in which he informed him that he had juſt received, by a | 
ö 1 5 or mace-bearer, of Ram-Haräin 8, an abſolute order from /e Oh 
e prince to return forthwith to Banareſs. This intimation affected 
the good-natured man; and it produced the followi ing meſſage to 
the Radja-governor : Sir, I inform you, that theſe noblemen are iy 
Friends ;. and that I conſent. to ſhare their deſtiny, whatever be their 
chance : J, therefore, you turn them out of Azimabad, you muſt think 
of turning me cut of it too. Ramarain returned a reſpectful 7 7 
anſwer; in which « he excuſed. what he had done, on the plea of 
* neceffity; and added, that he alſo had the honour to be an ac- 
40 quaintance and a friend of thoſe noblemen, and would have never 
«« ſent ſo bitter a meſſage, had he not received an expreſs order 
from court.” This anſwer having not ſatisfied the good-natured 
| man, he backed his requeſt by a note, in theſe words: : Sir, my bro- 
ther knows not what be 1s about: I take the matter pau me Pray, 22 
not give yourſelf any further trauble on that head. The Radj ja did 
not reply; but the good-natured man, in the effuſions of a teeling 
heart, took pen immediately, and wrote to his brother whatever came 
uppermoſt in his mind; ſo that the prince finding himſelf repri- 
manded by his elder brother, deſiſted from his purſuit. It was juſt 
at this conjuncture I chanced to arrive at Azimabad ; but it was to 
give ſome umbrage to my younger brother; who became fearful 
leſt the prince's ill will, and the governor's injunction, might be 
renewed on my occaſion. Finding how uneaſy he was, I defired 
him to give hunſelf no trouble on that head, as I would, myſelf, 
give the governor notice of my arrival; adding, that if I received 
his leave, I would ſtay; elſe, that I would inſtantly return. After 
ſa, ing theſe few words, I wrote a ſhort note to Ramffhrdin. This 2 
Was immediately anſwered by a polite letter, in which he not only 
gave me leave to remain, but expreſſed a deſire to ſee me. „ ERS 2 ; 
therefore, pars | him a viſit; aud this was followed by 1 ſome others, Fay gal bt 
Vor- II. Fare B | 73 - WC SA 
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but at great intervals; making it a point to live retired with my 
mother and my brothers: And things went on ſmoothly enough, 
until a report ſpread, that Mir hjaafer han had quitted his capital, 
and ſhortly would be at Azimabad. This journey, or expedition 
| OS of his was on account of the umbrage he had taken at the revolu- 
| tion that had lately taken place at P8rania; where one HazyrHali- 
| / Aa / / / /(gban; who, from a ſlave boy to Saydhmed;/flnp, had become 4 
205 | man in favour with his maſter, and a fuperintendent of his hall of 
/ audience 1 was now availing himſelf of the influence which he 
had in the country, to ſeize the government of it. This man, in 
confederacy with Achel-ſing, who had been {Aveo to young 
Shagcat{Ajung, had layed his hands upon the ſon of Mohonyſaal, 
whom he confined: and he had ſet up his own ſelf for lord of the 
province. Mir/jaafer/han, therefore was coming, both to quell 
that iuſurrection, and to take poſſeſſion of Azimabad. __ 

It muſt be obſerved, that although the new ſovereign had been 
oppoſed no where, it was rather through incertitude how to act, | 
than out of any affection to his perſon, or any opinion of his ta- 
lents; ſo that every one had thoughts of availing himſelf of ſuch a 
time of trouble. Ram{tarain, who in his heart was ſtrongly at- 
tached to Aali erdi-{han's family, had already wrote to the zemin- 
dars of his province, and namely to Radja Sunder-ſing, and Radja 
Pahluvan-fing, the moſt powerful amongſt them, to exhort them 
to join with him in a common effort, calculated to revenge the 
death of their maſter's fon. But he received no favourable anſwer 

from any where; and he ſoon found that his fituation, by becom- 
ing critical, required a deal of diſſimulation, and ſome apparent 
compliance with the revolution ; for by this time, ſtrong ſuſpicions 
had ariſen in his mind, nor were they totally groundleſs. One day 
as he was amuſing himſelf with viewing a ſeat and garden he had 
raiſed, he was informed that 2 azem, Ghan, who was indeed 
the commander of his troops, but who was alſo elder brother to 
MirfHjaafer, had ſuddenly made his appearance at the gate with a 
great throng of friends and attendants. The governor, ſurpriſed 
at the ſuddenneſs of the intruſion, retired to another ſet of ſecret 
apartments, that had a communication with his garden; from 
| | thence 
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. he ſent to complain of the abruptneſs of ſo unexpected a 
viſit, and alſo to excuſe his not ſeeing him at preſent. A couple of 
hours after he retired to his palace, which was in the citadel; where 
he made ſeveral obſervations on a viſit that offorded ſuch a handle 
to ſuſpicions, both on the viſitor's. account, and on that of his 
brother. The latter, informed of a miſcarriage that might bring | 
diſagreeable conſequences, ſent him two envoys, who had orders p LIE 
to pacify his mind, by every means in their power. The firſt of | 
theſe was Mir-ſheriff-din, an ancient officer, who after having ſuc- SHE 
ceſſively ſerved the three preceding viceroys, was now a friend of | 
the | new. prince. The ſecond was Govinda-mul, an agent and 
friend of Djagat-ſeat's. The envoys ſpared no pains in perſuading 
the governor to remain quiet during the troubles at P8rania; for 
by this time Hazyz/dalizQhan, ſupported by Achel-ſing, had taken Se” 
poſſeſſion of the capital, confined Mohon-laal, who was deputy= / , , 
governor on the part of Seradj 8h, and ſeized the money he { (Hes 2 
had under his guard. But Achel-ſing, in fact, was at the bottom 8 
of all the contrivance; his credit in the province knew no bounds, 
having been for a length of time ſtrictly connected with gover nment 
as leſſee of the diſtricts of 'Tadj-p8r, Seripzr, Gundvara, and — BB. 
Carangola, in which ſtation he had wa both riches and a 
character. The farmers of the revenue, 11 as all the military _ 
commanders,” had connections with him ſo early as the firſt year of 
Ne s adminiſtration; and the ſame may be faid / 4 
cqually of Hazyrtlali. Both paſſed for men of conſequence, / and 1 1 
people had contracted an attachment to their perſons. And, as on 
the other hand, the inhabitants of P8rania are exactly the counter 
part of thoſe of Bengal; thoſe tame cowardly wretches, at all 
times ſo crouching and ſo ready to ſubmit to any one that offers; 
no one will wonder at HazyrHali's having brought into his vicws, / 
both the troops and inhabitants. But he forgot himſelf not a little 
in confining the deputy, Mohonflaal. It was after that perſorm- 
ance, that he marched up to the meſned of command and inde- 
pendence, and very unconcernedly took his ſeat in it. That day 
he appointed Achel-ſing, for hig Aivan or prime miniſter, declaring 
6 from: e that he was the perſon on whom he had 
| „ con- 
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conferred the management'of the finances. However, it- may be- 
ſaid with truth that he was himſelf no better than a pageant, and 
that he acted entirely under the other's guidance. Such an intelli- 
gence could not but confound the prince; who under pretence of 
a journey to Azimabad, was really marching againſt Ram Hur in. 
Rf Fain he was to divide his attention betwixt two objects become e- 
. . & 7222 aually important; and in the month of Sefur, 1171, juſt five 
5 months after having acquired the precarious ſovereignty of Bengal, 
he quitted his capital, and encamped in the plain, leaving his wor- 
thy ſon, Miren, to command in his ſtead, as his deputy. Unfortu- 
nately, on the very firſt days of his march, he chanced in one of his 
ſober moments, to remember Mirza Mehdi, younger brother to 
/ Scradj-edgA681a 4 youthful prince, who had been early decorat- | 
Titer ed with all his father's titles; but Who was now under a ſevere 
E confinement. Straight he ſent an order for his being put to death 
＋ [8 Jl arba- inſtantly. The report ran then, and it was generally believed, that 
\ Aurea. the unfortunate, innocent, youth had been forced between two ef 5 
3 thoſe wooden frames, called/Kqhtas, where they conſerve ſhawls 
and other precious goods; and that the ropes having been ſtrained. 
hard at one and the ſametime, he had been ſqueezed to death; and 
it is from that kind of rack, that his guiltleſs foul took its flight 
towards the regions of unalterable iunocence and eternal repoſe. 
It is true that ſome perſons ſaid, that he had been made away with 
by a ſtrong doſe of poiſon; but ſome others, even after having ad- 
| mitted the kind of death we have mentioned, aſſign for ut the 
/ | diſſentions that had early riſen between the two confederates Mir- 
Djaaferj{han, and Radja Dollob#am ; theſe diſſentions had riſen. to 
fuch a height, that thoſe two men, once ſuch faſt friends, could 
4 5 not bear an intercourſe, and had already conceived a. mortal diſlike 
| / A to cach other. Now it muſt be remembered that Doll m, 
P | had been an- eminent miniſter, ſon. to a man of conſequence ; *had 


1 
G 5 / 5 enjoyed the higheſt favour of Aalifterdighan, his maſter; and was 
/ /% ene 4 2 in poſſefſion of important offices, and7in-fall poſſeſſion-of a fringed- 


palki, a kettle drum, and other We inſignia, at a time, when 
| [+ 2 | Mirgjaafer/@han, actually convicted of malverſation and infamous 
| | e management in his then office of pay- maſter- general, was obliged 
| | 1 : | to 
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«took out for u ſheltery under the Ridder wings. A ſervice of 
that conſequence, deſerved in the Gentoo's opinion, very high ac- 
knowledgements ; for it was acknolwedged as ſach, by 'all the offi- 
ders, and all the ſoldiers of the army. No wonder then that he 
mould now prove too high- -minded, to bear Mirþdjaafer/@han's 
aſſumed ſuperiority, and too incenſed, to ſubmit to his ſway; fo 
that his diſcontent and indignation, had prompted him to take mea- 
ſures ſor releaſing Mirza- Mehdi, whoſe perſon was to be ſent him 
ſecretly by ſome men that had it in cuſtody, and whom he had 
gained under hand. He it as it may, Mir-Djaafer, who ſome how 
had ſuſpected the probability of ſucir a management, and who was 
thorouughly ſenſible of all that could be performed by a man; who 


to his immenſe perſonal. property, joined an unbounded influence 


over the hearts of all the troops, reſolved to be before hand with 
him; aud he without heſitation, difpatched an order for murdering 


Fa 
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that youth, whoſe. innocence and beauty drew' tears from every - 


eye. This order had been entruſted to Miren, that virtuous ſon of 
his, who after haviug ſignaliſed himſelfafnew, by ſhedding ſo 
much innocent blood, and layed up thereby, as he thought/aty 
abundant ſtock: of eaſe of mindy for his own occafions, now abun- 


donned himſelf to all kinds of exceſſes. And as he immagined that 


with the title of Shahametlljung, which he had ſo much longed 
for, and had now aſſumed, he had likewiſe inherited all the other 


qualifications of the late NevaziſhMMahmed Chan, who had always 
borne it, he modelled his houſchold accor gly, took in his ſer- 


vice all the officers and ſervants that had belonged to that much re- 


gretted nobleman, and therefore appointed Hadjee Mehdi, for his 


ſuperintendant of the hall of audience, and Radja B8118b, a Ben- 
galee of Djehan-ghir-nugur- daca, for his prime miniſter, | 
But whilſt he was 'new-modelling his houſehold in that man 
ner; there aroſe under his very eyes, a man whole fortune became 
prodigious ; this was Qhadem-Hafſen- han, the very man who' had 
lately cut ſo; conſpicuous a figure, in Ariving away the diſconſolate 
mother of Seradj-edddg81a' s. He boaſted b 4 of his being 
related to Mir Ajaafer an, although i in reality he was no relation 
of his 1 in any degore: for he was born, nat of e 
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ſiſter, as married to 8cydqhademfHaligſhan, but only from a 
Caſhmirian wife of his, whom the latter had likewiſe married; 
and this was all the foundation of a relationſhip, he now ſo-loudly 

EO claimed: ſtyling himſelf his nephew, and never mentioning the 
new prince, but by the appellation of his Mag, or maternal un- 
cle. But although his relation to the new ſovereign was ſo ver 
light and groundleſs, he was very much related to him in other 
weighty reſpects: he was nearly of the ſame age, extremely ad- 
diced to voluptuouſne ſs and profligacy, and above all, had an invin- 
Ccible inclination to ſome particular ſpecies of unnatural luſts, to 

which the two friends had taken an habit from their earlieſt youths, 
and which the two frieuds practiſed /reciprocally ; living moſtly to- * 
gether, and frequently retirfing together: however he was ſuperior 

to his Mam in other repe&s: quick- ſighted in matters of ac- 
count aud book-keeping ; thoroughly {killed in the arts of mak 

ing money; ready handed enough at quarrells and frays; and aboveall, 
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=... deeply converſant in all the ſecret ſubtilities and contrivances of 
1; / 5 / 1 40 non-conformiſm, and unnatural practices, which laſt were his pe- 
| cular taſtefand particular turn of mind//&nd as on the other hand, 

/ | he had been long enough in the ſervice of the late Siydi{fhmed- 


l 
/ . 


/ 
/ | 8 * 


a, to have acquired thereby a competent acquaintance, not only 
with whatever concerned the finances of the country, but alſo 
with the inlets into the province of P8rania, and with its ſtrong 
| and week fides; ſo he thought himſelf well-qualified for a gover- 
| | nor; and he accordingly requeſted the government of that country. 
/ / He reminded Mirfdjaafer{han of the activity he had exhibited, 
« in ſerving him with his perſon, in his diſputes with Seradj-ed-d68la 
(although in reality it was he that had eſcaped by taking ſhelter 
under Mir-Pjaafer / ghan's protection, as Seradj-edY681ah, had 
got information of his cabals, and wanted to puniſh him accor- 
ing to his deſerts,) he repreſented, I fay, to his friend, that now 
that fortune had beſtowed upen him ſo much power, and ſuch 
* extenſive dominions, he hoped he would allow him to better his 
« fortune in that little. corner of PSrania : favor which after all 
| % would not be beſtowed on a ſtranger . This repreſentation being 
. 7 Fl . made at a time when Miirjaafer gan had ſet out on purpoſe to 
J | | | chaſtiſe 
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chaſtiſe the revolted of Pgrania, and to quiet the Spells of 
that province, could not fail of being liſtened to, eſpecially as Qha- 
dam-þafſen- han, who was maſter” of much ready. money, and 


had furniſhed himſelf with a nobleman's equipage, had offered to 


quell the troubles of that province, at his own charge and — Y 


provided he had the government of it, and was aſſiſted with a ſmall 


force. The old Navvab, who had been at all times indolent hd averſe 
to labour, but who now deteſted the very thoughts of it, on finding 
himſelf fated to taſte of the ſweets of ſovereignty, no earlier than 
in the evening of life, was glad to rid himſelf of ſach an out of 


the way expedition; the more ſo, as it interfered with his. intended 


ſcheme againſt Azimabad, which laſt-he thought much more im- 
| portant/: he therefore beſtowed on Qhadem-ſiaſſen-ghan, the in- 
veſtiture and qhylaat of P8ranniah ; and Mir-Cazdm-qhati, an 


ancient commander of Aali Verdi n's time, was ordefed to at- 
tend him with his corps, and to obey his commands þ this officer 


who was a man of character, and a little related to me, the poor 


man, had cut ſo great a figure at the battle in which Shäco fd ung 


loſt his life, that the new Navvab deſiroſls to win his heart, had 
augmented his brigade, and had beſtowed 222 him * pay-maſ- | 


ter- Hip of ſeveral other corps. 


As ſoon as the appointment took place, the new governor croſsed 


the Ganga with a ſmall train of artillery, and his own body of troops; 
and from thence he wrote circular letters to every principal man, 
and to every civil and military officer in the province: all men whom 
he knew perſ6nally/. "theſe letters/ with now and then a menace, 


contained a variety of promiſes, and were calculated to gain the 


heart of every one. This paſſage of the Ganga rouſed the attention 
of Hazyr y/fban, who had forgot himſelf totally on ſeeing fix 
or ſeven thouſand foot, and two or thres thouſand horſcy under his 
command „ he armed himſelf 1 and retvived to repel the enmy, and 
he made choice of a poſt whah he fortified with intrenchments. * 
But all this while he was unaware that his troops, being no better 


than ſo many farmers of PS rania, were faint hearted, and unfit 
for a day of battle; thoſe people making nothing of throwing away 


their arms, and abandoning their abr xaos without any ſenſe of ſhame. 
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Inſtead of that knowledge fo neceſlary in a man of his ſtation, 


he had provided himſelf with certain aſtrological predictions 1 which - 
a a certain Gentoo called Ratan-pat/had been brewing for him; / and | 


he had ſtrengthened his poſt on his own notions of fuccels and vie- 

tory. However, he took care to gain the hearts of his troops, 
by beſtowing much money amongſt them from the large ſums that 
been brought together with Jo much trouble by Seradj-edfdo81a's 
deputy. By this time Qhadum-Haſſen-qhan had approached the 
enemy, / but as fear and deſpondency ſeemed to have ſeized him as 


well as his antagoniſt, he thought propyr to {top ſhort, and to write 


preſſing letters to the Navvah for his haſtening his promiſed aſſiſt- 
ance. Luckily for him that” the P8rniah troops no ſooner heard 
of the enemy's approach, than they were ſeized with a panick, 
and thay diſappeared by ſmall parties; each man, as his fear prompt- 


ed him, quitting the camp in the night, and making the beſt of his 


way to his home. The deſertion became ſo general, that the num- 
bers in camp became thinner and thinner, to the great diſappoint- 


"ment of HazyrGaly{qban, who was ſtill more intimidated by hear- 


ing that the Navvab had ſent repeated orders to Mir;Gazemfhan 
to haſten his marth. Theſe orders, however, did not pleaſe 
Qhadum-haſſen-ghan ; but as he was a ſhrewd man, and fully in- 
formed how matters went in the enemy's camp, he thought it ex- 
pedient. to haſten to an engagement, for fear of being obliged to 
ſhare the honour of the ſucceſs with another in a victory which he 
thought could not eſcape him. Full of - theſe ideas, he aſſemble _ 
the few troops he had with him, and before Mir gazem han 
could come up, he marched directly againſt the enemy's camp. 
Hazyridaly han on the other hand ranged his troops upon the in- 
trenchment, and with his miniſter Atchul-ſing, hi; made his ap- 
pearance at their head. But theſe troops/,who had already been im- 
preſſed by Qhadum-Kafen-fhan's letters, forgot every thing but 
their own ſafety; on deſcrying the enemy's march they wavered; / 
and without being puſhed to it by actually feeling the impreſſion of. 


either ſabre or ſpear, they quitted their poſts all at once, and fled 


every one the neareſt way to his home. aneh, without 


* er e being diſmaycd by this general diflertion, found means to ſecure his - 
[ | | 


flight, 
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flight. He fled and diſappeared, without it being poſſible to know 


where, and how. To all appearance, he went towards the moun- 
tainous tracts in the norfh of P8rania, which although contiguous 
to Bengal, are independant from it: and he remained concealed 
there until he might hear of an opportunity of emerging from 
thence ; and this happened when another revolution was effected 
in favour of Mir/Eafſemd ly&jah þ then he ſhewed himſelf again, 
but was ſeized and confined for a ugh of time, without being 
ever heard of afterwards. 

After ſo eaſy and ſo complete a victory, Qhadem-Jiaſſen -qhan 
made his entry in P8rania, where he took up his abode in the palace 
built by S5ydhmed {han ; and from thence he proclaimed that 
whoever had 8 Atchul-fing, ſhould produce him immediate- 
ly. But there was little need of any vigorous ſearch; for the man 
himſelf having concluded that as a pen man, and one that had acted 
only on a acnd hand, there was little danger for him in being 
_ apprehended, quietly ſuffered himſelf to be taken; on which 
the governor required him to produce a general account of the em- 
ploy he had made of the public money; after which he reſumed 
every thing that had been beſtowed under the former adminiſtration. 


Numbers that had abſconded, were ſeized, and by dint of ſevereties, f 


were made to pay much money, after having refunded all that 
brhich they had really received. Such violences made his admini- 
ſtration odious, and rendered his perſon an object of taunt and re- 
proach; but he ſeemed to pay little attention to it; and, indeed, 
he had not delicacy enough to feel the deteſtable part he had choſen 
to act; and, provided he made much money, he little minded the de- 
teſtation of an incenſed public. Mirpcazem han arrived at this 
time with his force; but he found the country reduced; and he 
contented himſelf with paying a viſit to the new governor: after 
which he took his leave, and returned to the camp at Radi f Hahl. 
The governor being now firmly ſettled, applied himſelf to the du- 
ties of his office, and ſome months had elapſed in this manner; but 
Ratyngfl, the aitrologer, who had abſconded with many others, 
having thought proper to make again his appearance upon the 
ſtage of the world, gave birth to a ſtrange ſcene. This man claim 
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/ £0 ed the poſſeſſion of ſome villages that had been beſtowed upon him 
„ ſucceſſively by Seif-ghan, andafterwards by SiydAhmedW&han: he 


thought that as the whole bufinefs of an aſtrologer conſulted in 
keeping great men in gæod humour with their own ſelves, by a 
þ variety of predictions ſuited: to their inclinations, the neu governor 
/ 44 . avould not find fault with him for having flattered Hazyc/Balypdtban 
155 2 little, nor would object to his being left in the poſſeſſion of an 
eſtate ſo fairly acquired. Aſtrologer, ſaid the governor, with 
22 an air of deriſion; © have you examined. the bl; to day, before 
* you ventured out of your houſe ? Doubtleſs you have.“ ““ Muftri- 
© ous navvab,” anſwered the other, © as the bufineſs of fauch men as 

mis conduct, © qpe, is #0 draw boroſcopes for others, and to examine the Heavens j oF. = 


his behaviour 


to an jano- 46 g favourable hour, you. may reſt aſſured that we «3 not neglect 


cent aſtrolo- 


| per: « ſuch a precuutian fer ourſebves.” Very well, rephed the go- 
vernor; * and it is you undoubtedly, that: have pointed out to Hazyr- 
/ / 9 AahjſG ban, a. favourable hour for his fine expedition : Have you not? 


he man did not deny it; and on that confeſſion, the governor. 
ordered him to be carried to the public market, there to have his 
noſe cut off, to terrify all the grandees and principal men of the 
province; and likewiſe to teach him to look out with more care 
about a favourable hour, on bis coming wut of his lodgings. The 
|} order' was punctually executed, and the poor man remained muti- 

/ / lated for fe. | 3 

/ | 1 expedition of Quadem-Aaſſen-Ahan's, having put it in the 
Mavvab's power to depart from Radj dali, he marched on to Azima- 

75 bad. But 1-204 e being by this time certain that vor av- 

EX, vab's expedition was ſolely intended againſt him, he concluded with 

Himſelf, that his own power and dominion could never ſubſiſt upon 

/ a ſolid foundation, unleſs he made an alliance with the Engliſh. He 

/ / repoſed no confidence on Mir. Jjaafer han's promiſes and actions; 

could not truſt his word; and was {till more miſtruſtful of his mi- 

niſters. With this yiew he gained Govinda-mul over to his ſide; 

that is, the very man who had orders to perſuade him; and he ſent 

| him, as his own agent, to the Englith camp, with a commiſſion to 

* 1 ſpare nothing, that might procure him a letter according to the 

with of his hcart, from Colonel Clive. After which, he aſſured him, 
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he would ſoon come to terms with the/Mavy ah. Govinda-mul yait- 
ed, on Mir-gjaafer- han, and informed TY * that. RamfMlardio 


„ would not come to pay him his reſpects, unleſs. the Engliſh me- 
e diated ſome terms with his highneſs, and pledged their good Faith 


e as guarantees. That otherwiſe, God only knew: . might 
% happen! On the ſRavvab sanſwering, that he had no objeRi tions, 


Govinda-mul applied to the moonſhy, or Perſian ſecretary and 


having gained him over to his party; /he obtained from him ſuch a 
minute of a letter, as he wanted, and brought it to Auen 
But as the agent was apprized that Mirzliaaber- han could neither 
write nor read fluently, and that when once duly ſeaſoned with his 
doſe of bang“, he was incapable of attending to buſineſs, eſpecially 
aſter his en ſo thoſe two ſhrewd ones, hs knew his character, 


vab excuſed himſelf on his. having a head-ache, and /his not being 
able to read at preſent ; but he added, however, that he would hear 
the purport. Such a purport, therefore, was mentioned to him, as 
differed widely from the real letter, but, however, ſuited his inten- 
tion and mind: ſo that after having heard it, he ordered a letter to 
be drawn up accordingly, and ſhewn to Colonel, Clive. Govinda- 
mul having carried his point, folded up the letter, and ran to the 
Colonel. This commander took a copy of it, figned and ſealed the 


original, and then returned it to the /Havvab. It contained “ an in- 


** vitation to come over to the Engliſh camp, with aſſurances of 
«his taking it upon himſelf to have him confirmed in his govern- 
« ment, and to ſee him ſecured in his life, property, and honour, 
without being liable to be called to any account whatever, for 
either the management of the revenue, or any other matter.” 

Govinda-mul, furniſhed with ſuch a piece,” took his departure from 


—ͤ— 


* Bang isn tall plint, that rms the tranſition. betwee n the European hemp, and the 
European flax, It's ſommitics being pounded with water, and a mixture of ſome ſpice, af+ 
ford a thick liquor of a dirty green, with which, low people | procure themſelves a fluſh in 
the cheeks and eyes, and a momentary flow of ſpirus, that borders on intoxication ; but it 
1 to tall again into a gleater low neſs of ſpirits than ever, It is fifty times cheaper than gin 

is in England; and being a narcotic, it anſwers the purpoſe of a provocative; a denomi- 
be under which, any thing will go down with an Indian, "SP 
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choſen for changing his ground, and for ſtaying two days; and I 
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thence, without returning to the fflavvab's camp; and ſpreading his 


wings full in the expanſe of ſucceſs, he arrived at Ram-#lardin's 
palace, where he ſhewed him the letter, and it's minute.” Such a 
fight could not but quiet that governor's mind ; and as he hat 
now carried his point, and was totally freed from his fears, he re- 
ſolved to wait upon the vvab; and having ſpied a favourable 
hour, he ſet out to ſhift his ground“. | 

As the Radja had had a particular regard for me, ſhewed a deal of 
fondneſs for my company, and did every thing in his power to oblige 


me, I thought it incumbent upon my gratitude to conform myſelf 
to the complexion of the times; ſo far, at leaſt, as to accompany 


him in his journey. I therefore repaired to the place which he had 


put a piece of paper into his hands, the purport of which was, 
« that even men capable of nothing, happen ſometimes to be good 
« for ſomething: and that, if he ſhogld think it proper, I would 
* accompany him.” He wrote at the bottom of the paper theſe 
words: © I am now haſtening out, uncertain myſelf of my own 


* fate; but as I retain a grateful ſenſe of your kind offer, I ſhall 


* on my return, remember of it, to ſee you oftener than ever, 
* and to oblige you in every thing in my power ; I think it an ho- 
* nour and a happineſs to mytelf to diſtinguiſh a man of your me- 


© e, Ram-Haräin departed, and repaired di- 


rectly to the Engliſh camp. On this proceeding, which did not 
pleaſe Govinda-mul, who was now become his confidant, he ob- 
ſerved, that it was highly pfoper now to repair, alſo, to theſthy- 
vab's camp, and to come to ſome conceſſions for his having viſited 
Colonel Clive, firſt. Ram-farain, who was a ſhrewd man, would 


®* We have alacady obſerved, that Indian lords being extremely addicted to aſtrological 
predictions, never ſet out on any voyage or matter of conſequence, without having firſt 
conſulted the ſaſtses about a favourable moment; and this being once obſerved, they ſet out, 
be the weather what it will, and commence their journey, were it but to ſtop at ſive 
hundred yards farther; and this is called changing one's ground. 


1 The European reader muſt not miſtruſt the elegance of this anſwer. Such wes Ram- 
Haräin's ſtyle; and our author himſelf ſays, that not only he wrote grammar, but alſo 
with much more elegance than is to be ſeen amongſt Gentoos writing the Perſian. 


not 
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not liſten to the advice ; but the Colonel gave him one of his com- 
manders, in whoſe company he repaired to Mitgjaafer- an's 
camp. A precaution ſo injurious, could not but highly diſpleaſe the 


[Ravvab, and render both the agent and viſitor extremely difagrefa- 
ble: however, he for the preſent, repreſſed his reſentment, and a 
few hours after, he ſent him word to encamp at a ſpot he pointed 
out to him; and as the governor was now fure of protection, he 


complied with the command, and marched two or three days with 
him, until they arrived at Njaafer-ghan's garden, which is on the 


banks of the Ganga, cloſe to the ſuburb of Azimadad, where they 


encamped Eaſtward of that city. 


It was there that my three 5 brothers, Naky ali an, and 


Ghalib ali * and Seydfl an, were introduced to the Nav- 
vab, by his brother Mir Fax han. As for my own part, I 

that prince a viſit unde 5 mediation of the pay-maſter, Mir- fa 
zem-ghan ; who generouſly remembered the rights of conſangui- 
nity, and never made uſe of the great credit which his many im- 
portant ſervices gave him, but for doing good and obliging others. 
However, I muſt confeſs, that my heart had but very little ſhare in 
that viſit, as I was thoroughly acquainted with that prinee's cha- 
racter, long before the revolution, that had brought him to the 


meſned; and I had not the leaſt inclination for his company: nor 


did I in the two or three months time, which he paſſed at Azima- 
bad, pay him more than two or three viſits, and this too after he 
had reprimanded me for my neglect. The truth is, that on obſerving 
that his company was in general, ſuch as correſponded with his 
own profligate character, I had no inclination to mix with ſuch 
people. It was not ſo with Ms Shan, the paymaſter: I 
uſed to viſit that amiable man o en, / an although I was then in 
circumſtances diſtreſſed enough, I conſoled myſelf, and kept up 
my ſpirits by a frequent repetition of theſe verſes, which his highneſs 
Sheh/Mkhmed zin, (whom God may place amongſt the 0 
in his paradiſe !) had often in his mouth: 

« Bring to my ears concerts of muſick; and you waiter, give 

* that remnant of wine.” ; /" 
wha Let us kill time as we can, and bid defiance to Heaven.” 


But 
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But as I have ſo often mentioned Mi erf $ chatatirts | 


IT t wil not be improper to give ſome ſpecimenyof it, as he gave 
them himſelf at this yery Wet of time. A ſtrict friendſhip, and 


an intimate union had ſubſiſted at all times between him and Mir 


eee din, a very ſenſible, very ingenious gentleman of 
Hor ſhoodabad: the latter had even lent him a ſum of money, 
when the former was in. diſgrace, with Seradj- ed-gdoSlah, and in 
want of that timely aſſiſtance : ſo that now, that his friend had 
poſſeſſion of all the treaſures of that prince, as well as of his ex- 
tenſixe dominions, the Mirza very naturally expected mighty re- 
turns from the man's gratitude, and from his ſenſe of the import- 
ant ſervices he had rendered him, at ſo critical a time. But he 
vas miſtaken in his rgckoning, and he ſaw the very reverſe. of What 
he expected; he was ſeldom admitted to the Navvab's company, 
that is, to that in which the latter unbent his mind, amongſt a num- 
ber of friends. Not that the old Navvab was eſtranged from him 
neither: only that he knew him for a diſcur-de-bon mots, and a 
waggith jeſter that would ſpare no man; and he feared leſt ſome 


| ſevere jokes, upon the neglect of Which he was the victim, might 


throw a flur upon the prince's importance and weight. One day, 
when the Mirza had found means to be one of the Navvab's company, 


in his private apartments, the latter to prevent an attack which he 


dreaded, thought it beſt to ſoothe his reſentment by ſome handſome 
excuſes: * Rirza,“ ſaid the Navvab, do not believe that I have 
forgotten the ſervices you have rendered me, or that I do not mind 
you; you know that all the money which fell inte my hands, 
has been employed in ſatisfying the Engliſh, andi in promoting 
ſome concerns that adinitted of no delay; but [ can aſture you 
e that whenever I am caſed of my engagements, and I find a pro- 
per opportunity, I ſhall not let it {lip out of my bandsy but will 


© avail N of it, to return you the ſervices you have rendered 


« me.” The Mirza, whoſe heart was alienated by ſome months 
attendance, anſwered: My terdg-Ngvvab, do not tell me fo much of 
your diſtreſſed circ umfrances ; for they dect the tenderneſs of. my heart, 


and will melt me to tears. Lut what can Ido? bad not Seradj-ed- 
N 8a ꝑlundered my Pins on your account, and reduced me to poverty, 
1 > a 
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I would af t you even now With: forme amo Y WEST inabluetineſ 


70 ferve' you with ll : My power » 119 imm 90 the work! Aiſer veel for Del, 


ut yen every thing which (frienaſhip> can perform. Here it: anuſt be 


obſerved; that Mir- jaafer=qhan, who was fond of jewels; and 
chanced to enjoy them, but at the end of his life, when he got 
immenſe quantities of them at once, was actually loaded with thoſe 


glittering things; and he actually wore fix or ſeven bracelets: at his 
weld every one of à different ſpecies of cems'5_anddhe Had alſo 


hanging from his neck, over his breaſt, theve or fcaivithapelets of 
vearls, every one of ineſtimable value: ſuch was-hbis:iBzcfs that 
day, and Shemſ-ed-din looking earneſtly at it, faidz nly\rf\ aun, 
the flones you wear at your arims, are of 3 me/timablo'a” da t 


they cam be of ns uſe to any ane, but yourſelf; but \yet: thek\vin/? be 
pretty beauy, and could you but give me à flap in the face,” with that 


hand of your's, fo loaded, it 1 eaſe my heart of much of it's grief. 
But the ſarcaſin he cracked on the Navvab on another occaſion, 
proved much more ſevere. The Mirza having accompanied him to 


Azimabad, ſaw his character traduced by ſome jealous, who re- 
ported that ſome of ſhis ſoldiers of his corps had quarrelled with 
Colonel Clive's people; and that there, happened a fray between 


them. It chanced that Shemſ-ed-din hichſelf made his appearance at 


that very moment: it was in full Derbar, and in the hall of audi- 
ence. The Navvab fized his eyes upon him, and ſpoke a few words, 


that ſeemed to border upon reprimand : * Sir, ſaid he, your people 


have had a fray with the Colonel's people: Is your honour to know, 
„who is that*Colonel Clive, and in what lie Heaven has ſeated 
Pp him? A lord. Navvab, anſwered the Mirza i getting up inſcantly, 


and ſtanding bolt-upright before him; 5200 to quarrel with the Oo- 
lonell me] who never get up, every morning, without mating törre 
projound beros' 10 bis very Jack ofs 2 + "ks MIL 2ula I be daring 


enougb after that, to fall out Pry the riuer Hime After that ſmall 


digreſſion, for which we hope the reader's connivance, it is proper 


to revert to the affairs of Azimabad, and to fee how RamfHariin 


availed himſelf of the letter, he had obtained at tae expence of ſo 
much art, and ſo much good luck. 
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One day Mir-diaafer-Hhan, after having much amuſed himſelf 


with the ſongs and dances of the actreſſes of that city, confered 


the government of the province on his own elder brother Mir/fazem- 
han; and at the ſame time he required Ram/Marzin, to render a 


full account of the management of the revenue for ſo many years 
paſt. Ram-partin, who had attached himſelf to the Englith, on 


purpoſe to parry ſuch -a ſtroke, did not fail to complain to Colonel 


Clive. © The Colonel ſent a meſſage to the Navvab, to diſſuade 


him from ſuch a defign. The meſſage diſpleaſed that prince, who 
in converſing with the colonel's agent andenvoy®, grew warm, and ex- 
preſſed himſelf in theſe very words: What does mean, my Lord? 
« Shall I leave ſuch a government in the hands of a Ram liaräin, and 
„ behold-nmy own brother without employment? What for, pray? And 
« for whom?” The Colonel ſent word in anſwer, ““ that it was 
« for fear of ſuch contingencies as theſe that he, on the Navvab's 
« deſiring to be accompanied by the Engliſh, in his expedi- 
% tion to Azimabad, had objected to his being of the party; and 
had reminded him, that it was improper in him to deſire the concur- 
* rence of the Engliſh in what concerned his finances and the govern- 
% ment of his dominions, as he (the Colonel) might come to ob- 
« ſerve many actions of his to be contrary to ſound policy and to good 
* faith; and that once the Engliſh being embarked with him in 
* thoſe regulations, they would think his honou as well as their 
e own / concerned in preventing wrong meaſures. I added,” faid 
the Colonel, that the interference of the Engliſh might produce 


«© an Frs and change our union vnd friendſhip into diſputes 
and diſcontent. All this you would not hear; and now that you 


«ce 


* as guarantee, a letter, confirming under my hand and ſeal a 


number of promiſes all made by yourſelf, how can I take a ſhare 
in offering ſo much injuſtice? And how can I be guilty of breaking 
my word after having ſolemnly givenit?” The Navvab, ſurpriſed at 


«c 


* This, agent ought to have be n tie tranſlator himſelf; 1 ut, however, 1: proved to be 


Nandcomar : the tranſlator, being a man who had at all times an in*nite deal of wit, but 
ſeldom common ſenſe, | 


the 


have brought me ſo far, and have made me write, as mediator and 
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F as ſtyle of the meſſage, denied that either the Colonel or bümſelf, 

E had ever entered into any ſuch agreement. The Colonel, in reply, nam / 
E | ſent him the minute written by the Navvab's own ſecretary; minute ht n. 
3 which the Colonel had kept as a voucher. The Navvab got it read, © ri 


and Faid great attention to the contents: Surpriſed at what he heard, ee lhe g / 
be Ent for his ſecretary and Govinda- mul, and expoſtulated with /1 "> 5 
them on this ſtrange affair. Theſe two men who were cloſely 

linked together in this buſineſs, took care to anſwer in ſuch a man- 

ner, as / te coufound the old man totally. They obſerved, © that / . 

« they had brought that minute to him, and offered it to his peru- 
„ ſal; that he had ordered the contents to be recited to him: had 

22 given his conſent: and had requeſted that of the Colonel's. 

% They added, that it was not ſtrange at all, that thoſe contents 
„ ſhould have ſlipped out of his memory, in the variety of buſi- 
© nefles; and avocations that crouded upon his princely mind.” Mir- 
Hafer, feeling he was in the wrong, found he had no other part fe | 

e, but that of abiding by the Colonel's pleaſure, with reſpect A 

to Ram{rain. He did more: for after having ſo bluntly pub- * 
liſhed his intenrion to diſpoſſeſs the latter, he found it convenient 
to carreſs him, and, at the ſame time, to promiſe ſome other pre- 
ferment to his diſappointed brother, whom he deſired to quit Azima- 

bad, in order to live with him at his court. | 

Theſe ſmall diſſentions were followed by ſeveral ident ofia a more 8 5 4 

private nature. Cam far lan, radja or prince of ſome moun- Ae . han / Ha 45 to 


tainous tracts in the province of Azimabad, was this long while 


attached to Mir{Gazem{fhan, thaſlauvab s elder brother, who had {a V, A 883 ** LA 


aA. Hon 
I IE ee 

* 8 n 
of EI. 


; 


=— 


invited him to court, where he intended to make intereſt in bring- 7 7 = 
ing to an iſſue ſome difference which he had with Sunder-fing, f ” ny 2 
another dja of thoſe parts, but where he received nothing but TE g £41 


promiſes from that prince; whereas Sunder-ſing, who had all along 
ſided with Ramthriin, now carried his point with a high hand. 25 
He cven did more; for on obſerving how much ſtability had accrued to 
his friend's government, by the late interference of the Engliſh, he / 5 
made no account of Mir- jaafer- han, to whom he ſeldom Said . „9 [pages 
his court; and on the contrary, he very afliduouſly cultivated Ram 3 
pardin' s good will, who now interfered ſo far i in this affair, that he 
Vol.. II. es 20 | got 
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got Cam-far-c han to be arreſted, and confined. Nor did this pro- 
ceeding much affect the old prince, who glad to have ſome ho- 
* | rid himſelf of this affair, turned his mind. towards. amuſements; 
0 | and having ordered a numerous aſſembly of fakirs..and religions 
i men, he entertained them handſomely, and complimented each of 
ſag. « | them with one ru pee/ gratuity. Theſe aſſemblies are called Mels*. 
[ From this entertainment he repaired to a paſtime of another kind; 
/ Its where, being heated by the pleaſures of the feſtival of k8ly+, he 
amuſed himſelf with ſeeing dances, hearing ſongs, and diſtributing 
amongſt the actors and adreſſes, a number of .lively-coloured dreſ- 
| | ſes (67), It was in one of thoſe moments of mirth and jocularity, that 


{ Ramifarfin, who had a deal of kindneſs for me, the poor man, 
/ ſupplicated the lavvab for the releaſe of the diſtricts of Belondjana, 
A and of ſome other lands about Mongher ; together with the villages 


of Beni-nagur and Möôgla-Augur, which compoſed a certain djaghir 


.\_ ob eſtate, hereditary in our family, but that had been confiſcated by 
0 / Seradj ted òsla. The [tavwab, who did not chuſe to diſoblige a 
"uf / Fs man fo well ſupported, gave his conſent; ;/and the governor ſent me 


/ notice of it immediately. This incident rouſed the favvab, who 
ſeeing that this affair was as good as done, reſolved to aſſume the 
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il = merit of ſeeming to confer an obligation of conſequence on Naky- 
£54 /dalifhan, my younger brother, who had been an intimate compa- 1 
| 3 nion of his, and who, as we have already hinted, had fruitleſſly 4 
0 4 
5 conceived mighty hopes from Miirdjaafer-fhan' s acceſſion to power ; 
wn A 6 
— = 3 Die a2 
. 4 * From Mina, to meet, | 4 
\$ / Jy 4 + The iy is exactly the carnaral of the Gentoas, 4 
| (67) The ufual dreſs at Court, as well as with the family bulk of the nation, (fare, howe- | -N 
/ 2 ver the{ ficks),. is the white; the very climate ſeeming to invite to that refreſhing colour. \ 


And the "emperor /Ajſreng-zib uſed to ſay, on that account, that were it made by art, he 
1 world reſerve it, as d diſtingtionſ for the Imperial fumilp; (in which reſerve he had an eye to 
14 ů . the yellow, which is the wear of the Imperial family and houſehold in China; and to the 

| red, with yellow boots and diſhes, which is the colour of the princes in Tartary, To ſet a 
if / proper value upon that liberality of. theſKavrab's, it muſt be remembered that ſuch adreſs to 
Pr | A? al.” _ Un wit, 8222 (a kind of pexticoat, ten or twenty or thirty times ampler than an 

1 / - European one), may, with its correſponding veil, be dyed in any colour for two ſhillings ; 
bi - / and the colour diſcharged again for a groat, Nor does the dreſs itſelf (it is of Mal mal) 
j coſt above two or three guineas, > 


and 
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and dominion. He therefore ſent for him directly; and willing to 2 


get rid of a man, whoſe diſtreſsful e a me. 8 | 1 


proach upoſ his old friend, he told him, that if he had any thing { 7 
to ſay about the confiſcated djaghir of his family, he ought to pre- 
| ſent him a paper, and that he would be glad to ſign it. My bro- 
ther, x ho knew what had happened, reluctantly preſented a petition, „ ET ol 
in which he requeſted a releaſe of his paternal eſtate ; and the fav- 
vab having figned it, addreſſed it to Ramfttarain for it's execution: „ 
and thereby, in his opinion, obliged two perſons. with aà ſingle fa- 
vour. But as he was now on his return to Bengal, he ſpent ſome _ 
days in celebrating the feſtival: of the Aly in the Chehel-(8t8n, / 7+ 
Cs Ros. of ſtone raiſed by Zin-fddin-fhmed-ghan. Not. con- 504 Jak /? | 
tent, with that, he ordered a fandy ſpot in the river, through which | 
ran a ſmall ſtream, to be ſurrounded by cloth-walls; and there he 7 | 
ſpent ſome days in fulfilling the rites. of-that Gentoo feſtival, the : 
laſt of which conſiſts in throwing handy full of duſt and coloured / das: f | 


: e 


earth at each other, and. ſyringing coloured water on one another's | 
clothes; and this ceremony likewiſe, having been fulfilled to his 
heart's content, he returned in town, where he fixed a day for his 
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1 departure. | But firſt of all he ſpent ſome days in viſiting the holy 

L places of the town of Bahar; and efpecially the tomb of Shah- 3 | 

4 ſherf-ben- ahyp, the illuminated, Who is the patron faint of that 55 4 He T4 my 
1 town, and is entombed in it's neighbourhood. And it was here, EE 
$3 likewiſe, thathe fatisfied his cravings foro fleſh, (5) fryed in ſeſam a Ter. 
3 oil, which is a kind of minced meat, for which that town is famous, 5% 
b and of which the fary-drinkers* of thoſe. parts are 6 very fond. He 44 
4 i ö D 2. — | X | e 5 * 

(68) The author mentions beef ſleſh wirh contempt, becauſe, in fact, noae will feed on 2 


it but the loweſt people; although thete'is plenty of good beef in India, cheaper than in 
any capital of Europe, ſave Conſtantinople and Moſcov. 4 

* The tary, called toddy by the Engliſh, Is an agreeuble colourlcſs liquor, of a ſweetiſh 
pungent taſte, that ooſes by terebraiion from the fre and from thedate-tree ;| but A Gt 


I 


above all, from that kind meto · tree, mentioned by Arrianus, two thouſand years ago J { 5 / 15 / 
under the name of falten, which, name it bears to this day, being called rag-ca-gatch, the 4/0 7} 


2 eree. It grows ſtraight like a candle to the height of fifty or ſixty feet, but with no - </ / | 
branching, ſave at the top, where it ſends forth twenty or twenty-five large leaves that - 1 95 
ſpreads like a fan, and with the ſame appesrance, but upon a diameter of two or 'thice feet. 
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was heard to ſay, before his arrival there, that he would eat 44s belly 
full of it; and Ichave been told, that quantities of that kind of 
meat had been ordered to be prepared by ſuch of the inhabitants as 
had a knack at the frying- pan buſineſs. All of whom brought him 
their performances; on which ſome were applauded, F loaded 
with encomiums, and ſome curſed and abuſed; juſt as his taſte 


would point out, and his natural levity prompted. And let the credit 
of this ſtory reſt with my author. 
It was about this time that Rao-ſh 
in theſe parts; a man henceforwarg | 
Originally he had been a clerk in the ſervice of Aga- 


figure. 


itab- 


ſalkiman, a Georgian ſlave of Qhandg8ran's, who. was miniſter 


of Mahimed-ſhab ; which Georgian, on 


Qhandg8ran's demiſe, be- 


came ſteward to his ſon Semſam-edfo8lah. . At firſt, Shitab-foy. 


had but a ſmall falary, and a ſmall office in this nobleman's houſe; 


but his merit and abilities having come to light by degrees, he ad- 


vanced fo far in his family, as to be the centre of all the buſineſs. 
Several revolutions. having happened mean- 


tranſacted therein. 


while in the capital, and giving riſe to an ab troubles, that 
almoſt overſet the circumſtances of every inhabitant. of that un- 
happy city, Riophitab-fay who did not think it a ſecure place of 
abode; nor ſuch as could afford him a ſubſiſtancę, ſuitable to his 


withes, reſolved to quit it, and to ſcek his fortune elſe where. But 


as he had friends at court, he obtained ſeveral offices before his de- 


Theſe were the offices of Imperia}/Aivan at Azimabad, 


and the government of | the: fortreſs of Rhotas; together with the 


management of Semſam- ed-fo8lah s djaghir-lands in Bengal. Fur- 
niſned with ſuch credentials, he quitted the capital, and arrived at 


Azimabad, a little after Mir-Ghaafer, han's arrival there. He 
made his appearance with an ' honourable. retinue, a conduct and 
manner/which. /attained univerſal eſteem; and a tolerable ſtock of 


money, which his induſtry had found means to fave. 


— 


E 


And firſt of 


1 3 1 


— _ * 


The Indians, with a rope faſlen-d to their two ſcet, and another round the tree and their 


arm-pits, have the knack of climbing to the topof it in a thrice. The tary in twenty -lonr 


hours becomes vinegar, and u hen diltilicd, \ Produces a violent liquor. 


ey made his appearance 
deſtined to cut fo capital a. 


all. 
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all he paid a viſit to Radja Ram -Harꝭin and by his 1 means, he had / 


I the honour to be introduced. to the yavvab. But as he was a man 


of keen genius, he ſoon +comprehended on one hand, that the 


( Kadia being already under ties of friendſhip to Makinedy4han, 


who enjoyed thoſe very offices for which he had brought a patent. 
would not diſpoſſeſs his friend and acquaintance; and on the other, 
he ſoon became ſenſible that the fav vab being an indolent man, 


who knew nothing of buſineſs, and never meddled withoit, nothing 
at all could be done with him. He thought it beſt, therefore, to 


attach himſelf to the riſing fortune of the Engliſh; and he fol- 
lowed the Colonel to Moorſhoodabad, here he found means to en- 
gage that general to accept ſome very curious and valuable preſents; 
whereby he inſinuated himſelf ſo well in his friendſhip, that he ob- 
tained. that commander's recommendation, in ſupport of the pa- 
tents he had brought from the Imperial court. This recommenda- 
tion drew after it that of Mir-ghaafer-glan' s; and they both gave 
him letters for Ram-plarlin. This governor, on ſeeing him re- 
turn to Azimabad with ſuch a powerful ſupport, inſtalled. him in 
thoſe three offices, to which he had been appointed from court; 
and it was in that honourable manner that Shitab- ay opened his 


way to them. In time, he managed ſo well, as to gain likewiſe 


Ram-Haräin s good will; ſo that Shitab-fay found means to live at 


Moorſhoodabad, honoured and en as well us in Sen . 


and ſplendor. 


As we had not Cy introduced to the Engliſh, we 3 nat b 


hope to be ſo well ſupported; and my brother, Nak Kali- Shan, 


tired of the endleſs hopes with which his friend, Mir- jaafer-qhan, 
was continually feeding him, parted with the old prince at, Patna, and. 
returned to Azimabad. As to myſelf, Mir-gazem-ghan, the pay- 
maſter, urged me . times to folloy his fortunes in Bengal, 


taking upon himſelf to make me touch monthly a penſion, of, fixe 


7 


eee rupees, with no attendance at. all upon either. the gay vab 5 


or his ſon, and with no other trouble, than that of ſhewing my ſelf 
at court once a month. But as I was diſguſted with the vavyab's 8 
neglect, and felt that my company would never become agreeable 
to him, no more than to his friends and bottle deen ; and Py 
| t 8 
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on the other hand, Ram-pardin fed me with the hopes of an em 


ployment, I took my leave of that prince at Bycantp8r, whither 
I had accompanied him, but where I lived with Mir-Kazem- han, 
and with Roh- eddin- bed han. From thence I took leave of 
my friends; and the day when the army took the road of Bengal, 


and the navvab, that of Bahar, I returned home to Azimabad. 


As I was predeſtined to have connections with the Englith, it. 


was my good fortune, doubtleſs, that led me back to that city; for 
amongſt the Engliſh gentlemen that had accompanied the pavvab ſo 


far, and now took their leave of him, were Mr. Wats and Mr. 
Amiatt. Both theſe gentlemen had a great friendſhip for Mir-Ab- 
dollah, a valuable man, iny intimate friend, whom 1 muſt intro- 
duce to the reader's acquaintance. His father, Mira h8lam-aly, 
the Sefian, drew his pedegree from that emperor, (whoſe tents be 


pitched in Heaven!) Spah dme il the Sefian, the Mooſevian, who 
was the firſt anceſtor of the emperors who have reigned in Iran, 


under the appellation of the race of, Sefi, as well as the principal 
pearl of that Imperial crown, FE, has/ gone with ſo much luſtre 


on the ſtage of the world. But amonoſt tac illuſtrious anceſtors of 


Mir-abdollah's, the firſt who made his appearance in Hindoſtan, 
was a nephew of Shah:Fahmaſp, ſon to the glorious Shah-ifindil: 
he had quitted Iran at a time when the troubles had ariſen in that 
country, and when Soßltan Mohammed, ſon to Shah-tahmaſp, had 
been deprived of his eye fight; nearly about the tid when his il- 
luſtrious ſon, Shah. Abbaſs, having torn up his enemies by the root 
from the region of exiſtence, had, like that lion of war, Aſcander 
Makedon,(69)rendered his empire more formidable than it had ever been 
before. This nephew of Shah- iſmail's, tired with the troubles of his na- 
tive country, had retired towards Hindooſtan, on the frontiers of which 
the fugitive prince was then in poſſeſſion of the fortreſs of Can- 
dahar; which with its province formed a noble eſtate, which the 


Emperor Acbar took out of his hands, under promiſe of giving him 


in return the country of Sind and ſome other diſtricts, but which 
he never gave him; ſo that the fugitive prince who had ſettled him- 


2 
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(69) HL, the Macedonian, _—_ 
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ſelf in that province, where he coined money, died of. vexation and 
grief, on finding himſelf over-reached by the Hindogftany Emperor. 
The younger brother of that fugitive, having no reſource left in 
the world, came to Shah-gjehan-abad, where he ſubmitted to take 
tervice with the Emperors of the race of Tem8r(69), and where he 
married the daughter of Abdol-yahim-ghan, a miniſter of ſtate, who 
cut a capital figure under the title of prince of princes ; and it is 
from that younger brother that have ſprung the ſeveral races of 
Sefevian princes, now ſettled in Hindogſtan to wit, that of $hah- 
 Nevaz-ghan, of N o8r82-ghan, and of Mirzaflgholam: Aali, father 
to our Mirza-Abdollah, of whom we have been ſpeaking, and who 
was connected with the Engliſh ; and it was Mr. Wats, a man in 
high credit with the rulers of Azimabad and Bengal, that recom- 
mended him to Ram-farain 1 the latter over awed by ſuch a re- 
commendation, gave him a noble ſalary, and a company of a hun- 
dred horſe; and moreover he made uſe of him to tranſact buſineſs 
with the Engliſh 1 he was indeed a very valuable man, and a gen- 
tleman of rare qualifications. But we ſhall have in the ſequel, 
ſeveral occaſions of ſpeaking of him again; for Mr. Amiatt having 
been appointed chief of the factory at Azimabad, continued to 


make uſe of Mirza-abdollah i in almoſt all the tranſactions that fell 


within the verge of his influence ; and as the latter was likewiſe a 


great friend of mine, he introduced me to the Engliſh rulers; and it is 
from that day I muſt date the friendſhip which that ruler conceived 


for me, and my ſubſequent connections with the Engliſh. After 
this digreſſion, which ſhall be forgiven to ONO we ſhall revert 


to the ſtream of our generrl hiſtory. 
Mir-gdjaafer-ghan, who had now done viſiting the tombs and 


mauſolea of the faints of Bahar; and had finiſhed eating his i- 
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7 f in 
(69) The Emperors of Hindogſtan deſcended in a direct line from Sollan Babr, grand- on to 
Hir mabmed. mis aa, eldeſt fon to the eonqueror TemBr, alias Tamerlan, or 22 which word 
is only a Perſian tranſlation of the two Turkiſh words Timnr-ac/ac, the only name which 
he beirs to this day amongſt the Euz begs, bis country men. Now Tomir-is 1s only that ſame 
name mur, to which the Helines gave a Greek or Ionian termination, But over and above 
thoſe races ot the &] n family, as deſcending from the males, there is another family at 


Moorſhoodabad, that deſcends from the lemales; and Mirza. asd, whoſe for- Mirza Qhalil | 


bas 28 a daughter of Mubarcc-ed-d68la' , is the chief of it. 
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Full of Nee fleſn, (for ſuch was his own expreſſion,) took in ear- 
neſt the reſolution of returning to Bengal. It is reported that in 


advancing towards Moorſhoodabad, he uſed to beguile the tediouſ- 


neſs of the journey, by ſteping out of the road, with only his 
guards and friends, and by hunting all the way; he at the fame © 


time amuſed himſelf with liſtening to the ſongs, and looking at the : 


dances of a number of actreſſes and fingers, which he carried with 


him upon elephants : it was this which he called his private par- 


ties, and which he had the ſimplicity to think very private indeed. 


- 


In theſe parties he uſed often to aſk his friends, what they . 7hought 


"vr big peafeotimes? And whether this was not the true manner of tra- 
% delling and hunting? What could be meant by going into the woods 


% and retiring into ſhady places? To enjoy life, undoubtedly,” added 


he, „in every kind of pleaſure.” After having thus performed 


the journey, without ſo much as minding the affairs of ſtatę, he ar- 
rived at Moorſhoodabad; where leaving the pleaſure of Manſ8r- 


{ gundyk, which had always been Seradj-ed-f8lah's abode, he took 


up his reſidence on the other ſide of the water, in the palace hexe- 
tofore inhabited by Aali-verdi-ghang the forgiven, and there he 
plunged headlong into all kinds of pleaſure, without ſo much as 
beſtowing one ſingle thought on the affairs of ſtate. _ 


On the other hand; his ſon, Miren, who had taken a liking to the 


manners; and particular expreſſions of the debauchees, and the profli- 
gate of Shah-Hjchan-Abad, (now become numerous in Bengal, ) had 
enliſted four thouſand of theſe people in his ſervice; and theſe 
became his real ſatellites. He was extremely haughty and proud, as 
well as incapable to hear any remonſtrance; and as he was ſtill in 


the flower of his youth, the example of an aged father, addicted 
to women of the town, and plunged in, every kind of pleaſure, 


made a lively impreſſion on his mind; Aùd thinking that he had 
much more right than hirn to ſuch a way of life, he plunged with- 


* That Palace wlich was on the other ſide of the Bagratty, and contained lodgings 
encugh for three European Kings, is now DIRE. and the materials have ſerved to build the 
tha, or Laalaa, or palace of Moorſboodabad, where now reſides his ſon, Mubarec-ed- 


desde, as well as zn infinity of private houſes, The palace inhabited by Aal, yerdi han, 


: . 1 F . ” FT - 
goes now by the uaie of Scradj-ed-AOBia's, but ut is totally ruined, 
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out pe in every kind of debauchery; nor did either the father 
or ſon beſtow one fingle: thought on the: neceſſity: of ſettling the 
country, regulating the finances, quieting the ciamours of the ar- 
my, or eaſing the huſbandmen. Matters went ſo far, that the 
troops, for want of pay, turned their horſes looſe into the fields, 
that the poor animals might ſupport themſelves by grazing: 80 
that excepting ſome thouſand men in the ſon's: ſervice, who re- 
ſembled him in their manners and way of ſpeaking ; and ſome 
hundred favorites and women of the father's houſehold; who con- 
ſumed the little money that came in the treaſury,. not a man in the 


ſervice had an aſſured ſubſiſtence. And thoſe rich and extenſive 


dominions that compoſed an empire, were left to be plundered by a 
Chunny-laal, and a M8nny-laal, and an Angnoſs-fing, which lat- 


ter was the head-py. - The city and province of Djehanghir-nugur- 


daca, were left to be diſpoſed of by Radj-B8118b, (Aivan to Miren, 
who had once been agent to Huſtzin Ely Ahan: the provinces, 
South of the Ganga, as Bardvan, and ſome others, had been pawn- 
ed to the Engliſh, as a ſecurity for the payment of the coror and a 


half that had been promiſed them by treaty: H8gly was given to 
| Emir- eg-qhan, who had been a very active agent for Mir-Hjaafer- 


han, with the Engliſh, and had proved ſo very inſtrumental in 
laying the foundation of his future power and fortune: The whole 
province of Azimabad acknowledged no other maſter than Radja 


 Ram-yaragin; and P8rania was in the hands of Qhadem-Haſſen- 


qhan, who amaſſed money, eſtabliſhed his government, and in- 
liſted troops: What overplus then could remain, after the ſums 
extravagantly ſquandered away by the favvab i in his pleaſures, did 
not amount to ſo much as might have quieted the troops, or en- 
abled them to provide for their moſt ne ceſſary charges. The offi- 
cers themſelves were in miſery; and ſuch were the circumſtances 
of even Aſſalet-Ahan and Dilir- . thoſe brave ſons of the 


would By been Bo to death wealth, had Fan not Wen re Leued 


by a revolution which took place in the nick of time. Mir- 


4 Haafer-Ahan / 
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djaafer-qhan often acknowledged how much he oed to their faith- 
ful and valorous ſervices ; often loaded them with encomiums and 
praiſes ; and yet, left them to ſtarye as well as the others, for want 
of pay; nor was there any one that would take notice of their re- 
preſentations z and what is ſingular, the favvab talked of theſe mat- 
ters with the incoherence and inſenſibility of a man loitering his 
time ina tippling ſhop. Indeed, in conſequence of his inattention 
and his extravagant expence, he was often poorer than any of his 
drunken companions ; but the military eſpecially ſuffered particular 
hardſhips. Tired with ſo much miſery, they loſt all patience at 
| laſt; and twenty months were hardly elapſed, ſince the new ſo- 
vereign had taken poſſeſſion of a whole empire, when the troops, 
tired with their own ſufferings, and feeling now that the knife had 
cut through the quick down to the bone *, they joined con- 
cerns, and reſòlved to rid themſelves of ſo thoughtleſs a maſter. 
Qhadja-Hady-ghan, major-general, took the lead of a number of 
officers and commanders of note, who joined together under mu- 
tual promiſes and ſolemn oaths; and they drew up a paper con- 
taining their deſign, as well as their reſolution to ſtand by each 
other; it was ſigned by them all, and they appoſed their ſeals to it. 
It is faid, that Mir-Cazem-qhan, the pay-maſter, was an aſſociate 
of Hady-qhan's, in this affair; and, it is a fact, that his name and 
ſeal were found fixed on the paper in queſtion. But it has been 
ſaid alſo, by his ſervants and friends, that he knew nothing of the 
matter z/and that the ſeal had been fixed thereon by one of his in- 
timates / A Moluvy, or Doctor Muſtepha, a ſtrange man, without 
principle, ſhame, or religion, who had the management of his bri- 
gade, of his houſehold, and of every concern of his; and who 
being himſelf of the conſpiracy, had, in order to ſtrengthen his 
party, made uſe of his maſter's ſeal, to which he had at all times 
acceſs (72), It is true that he was in high credit with his maſter, 
who 


— 


5 This is an expreſſion common in Perſia 0 India. 

(70) To forge a writing, or a conſent, is eaſy in India as well as in Perſia, becauſe very 
few people being able to write, every one is obliged to fign his name, by making uſe of a 
ſeal, whereon it is engraven, and which is always ſtamped with printer's ink. But writing 
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had intruſted him with all his concerns. Unluckily for that en 
ſome of his friends were of the favvab's acquaintance: his own bro- 
ther, Mir-fjan-mahined, was of the number, and even one of the 
viceroy's friends; ſo that it is univerſally reported, that to ingratiate 
himſelf with the favvab, he not only gave him information of the 
conſpiracy, but on that prince's ſuggeſtion, added Mir- azem-qhan' 8 
name and ſeal to it. The conſpirators waited until the month of 
Moharrem; on the firſt ten days of which, it was cuſtomary for 
Mir- jaafer=qhan to repair at nights to that building, called the 


houſe of mourging®, which had been erected by Seradj-ed-fo8lah, 


for commemorating yearly the martyrdom of the prince of martyr's, 
Huſſéin, ſon to Ally, (upon whom be grace for ever!) the project 
was to ſeize the opportunity of one of thoſe nights, in order to fall 
upon him(7:). That time being come, and the navvab making it, 
as uſual, a practice of © reſorting to that holy place at nights, 
Qhadja-Sady-ghan, with a number of his aſſociates, took his poſt in 
one of the wir 4+. SOOT, to that c but he only verified 
the verſe : 

How ſhould a ſeeret remain 1 concealed, which i is talked of in 

" aſſemblies.” | 

The navvab' got timely notice, and mounting on his falky, 4 


went away; nor did Hady-Ahan find in himſelf daringneſs enough 


to execute his ſcheme. Mir-carem-ꝗhan, who followed the Jlav- 


— WY 


4x {4 


is much more common amongſt Gentoos ; and theſe l f e e at the remark wy 
Section 8th. PILL | 
* 'That building, better known under the name of the Ln or Pontiff's Cloſe, is 


two ſtories high, and built like a Cloifter, with a great open ball in the middle, The in- : 


terior parts of that cloiſter, to wit, thoſe that front the yard, and are ſupported on porticoes, - 


being in the Moharrem time covered with Ifing-g!afs of ſeveral colours, behind which are 


1 pnps burning, afford a pleaſing ſpectacle. That Juan: bara had been raiſed by Seradj-ed- 


o8ia;z and it has been imitated by numbers of perſons of fortune, who have now Iman-ſaras 
at home; and repairing thither by night to aſſiſt at theatrical rites of thoſe ten days, and always 


to pa a part in them, conſtitutes now the main part of the religion of the Bengalee- 


muſulmen, who are now all Shyghs, after having been all Sunnies to that time. ey 

_ (71). To lay an ambuſcade-was the more eaſy, as every one goes armed at that time, 3 

the ſtreets are full day and night; but eſpecially in the night, of armed people, who march 

with drums beating, and colours flying, to e che march of Hoſſein's PENN who 

locked to his camp. 2 8 . RY Ps | | 1 | 
E 2 | hd ms: © 
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lab, called out to that officer, as be paſſed by him ; but this f nal 
7 anſwered no purpoſe: it only ſerved to inſpire ſuſpicions on his own 


account, and to impreſs the glayvab with black fears; ſo that he 


ceaſed to reſort to the Imam bara. From that moment his ſuſpi- 


cions againſt Hady-qhan and ſome others, went on increafing 3 and 


mean while, the ſcheme which the conjured had in their hearts, hav- 


ing found its way to their tongues, it became a general topic in all 


aſſemblies. The gavvab being thereby confirmed in his ſuſpicions, 
was waiting for further information, when Moluvy-Muſtepha 


ſhewed him the identical paper, whereon the, conſpirators had ap- 


poſed their ſeals; and even ſome of them, to fave themſelves from 


the 3 reſentment, and from his ſon's cruel temper, made 
/ &to join de Moluvi, and to diſcloſe all the names they knew. 
/ The matter now had become ſo public, that Hady-ꝗhan could nei- 


* 7 ther deny zor even excuſe or palliate it, although the flavvab Sa 


i /> himſelf time to determine on the partß he was to take. But mean» 
/ © while Hady-ghan, who was a man of courage, ſhut himſelf up in 
his houſe with his friends, and reſolved to defend himfelf to the 
55 laſt extrem ty. Mir-Fazem- han's behaviour was different: with 
5 the word of God in one hand, and his children in the other, he 
64 entered the hall of audience, and in the preſence of the avvab and 


his ſon, he ſwore to his innocence upon both, and ſubmitted to 


the conſequences, with which his perjury was threatened, by the 


LOT ELSE 


1 brought his diſmiſſion of the office of pay-maſter, intending hence- 

/ 11. on; forward to live in private within his family. All theſe demonſtra- 
/ f « 7% fire. hols perlpadad.no men in the city; and The payvab and file fon-con- 

/ 77 bat, tinuing to believe him guilty, they leid up in ſtore a fund of enmity 

8 and rancour againſt him, Meanwhile an order was ſent to Hady- 
ghan, to reſign his office, and to quit the navvab's dominions. The 
man conſented, put his baggage into ſome. boats, and with a ſmall 
number of friends, /ke proceeded over land. But care had been 


/ taken ſor his not going too far; the favvabꝰ's high-born and worthy fon 
who was the acting man in government, had had the precaution to 
write to the governor of Radj -mahal, and to the commander of the 


n 2 


garriſon 


cenge, he had diſmiſſed and diſbanded his whole corps, and bad 
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man ſhould not eſcape alive. The commanders of thoſe two gar» 
riſons, which moſtly conſiſted of Afghan ſoldiers, no ſooner ſaw 
the order, than they mounted and went out after him. On de» 
ſcending in the valley of Shah abad, they deſeried: Hady-¶ ban, 
who marched ſlowly along with his boats: that officer on ſering 
ſuch a body of armed men, gueſſed their errand, and took his party 
in a moment. He ordered all his boats to be ſunk in his preſence 
in the middle of the Ganga; and arming himſelf, he mounted his 
horſe, and with three or four friends that would not quit him, he 
ruſhed upon thoſe: that fought his life, and after having performed 
feats of proweſs, he left a name worthy of being recorded in hiſ- 
tory. It is reported that whenever he ruſhed, the enemy fled hy 
whole troops; nor would they fight him otherwiſe than by 
flights of arrows, and by ſhowers of muſket- balls. Hady-ffhan 
having done with his four friends a great deal of execution, Was 
wounded in ſeveral places, and fell like a brave man, courageouſly 
drinking up the bitter cup Which was preſented him by his deſtiny. 
He was buried on the ſpat cloſe to the moſque of Shah-abad, under 
a large tree, which now ſerves for ſhelter and a pauſing place to 
the weary travellers: in the cheat. of the op _— was the * 
that unfortunate brave man. 

We muſt now revert to oe thread of. our alley; * eſpecially 
to the affairs of Azimabad where, as ſoon as the Havvab Was de- 
parted, Ram-Haräin reſolved to bring under controul the Radja 
Beſhen-fing, 'zemindar of Sereſs and Cotumbah, who after Seradj- 
| ed&fo8lah's. death, had refufed to pay any rent to the treaſury/ and 
wanted to become independent. The governor had a good body of 
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Pahluvan-ſing and his brother Baboo Set- har-ſing, zemindars of 
conſequence, in the diſtricts of Sahar-ſerim and Chèin- pr; two 
men who had riſen to that power by Aali- -ferdi-qhan' s favour and 
countenance. - But before his departure for that expedition he was 
pleaſed to ſettle a ſmall falary upon me, and to accompany the gift 
with. a meſſage, importing that the little he could afford 
« now to oblige me, was out of his private purſe; and that he 
« made a tender of it both as a compenſation for the damage 
« which my djaghiry eſtate muſt have undergone, and as an earneſt 
« of the full poſſeſſion to which he would himſelf introduce, me.” 
As I had neglected to follow Mir-4 aafer-qhan, and had declined, to 
- accept Mir-cazem-ghan' s invitation, I had no other par eft, * 
that of accepting whatever Ram-ylarain choſe to do for me; 
eſpecially as I had hopes of being ſoon reinſtated in my eſtate. The 
Radja having marched out, I followed him of courſe, and was 
Joined by my younger brothers. Biſhen- ſing made ſome reſiſtance 
in his mud-forts, and would not ſubmit ; at laſt obſerving that the 
Radja was reſolved to ſubdue him, he was ſeized with fears, and 
promiſed to come to certain terms, on condition that the officers 
of the army ſhould become guarantees for the ſafety of his life and 
honour. That favour having been granted him on the ſupplications 
of the officers, the zemindar came out and made the Radja a viſit, 
in which he brought his affairs to a concluſion; giving his ſon 
Nara in- ſing, a boy of twelve years of age, in hoſtage for the arrears 
which he owed, and for the faithful performance of the agreement. 
It may be remarked that this very Biſhen-ſing, as well as his father 
and uncles, with their whole family, had been in times of yore pro- 
tected and prefered by my forgiven father; but on our family being 
exiled out of the province by Seradj-ed- MS he had been the 
foremoſt in ſeizing the lands, villages, and forts, that conſtituted 
my djaghir, and hereditary eſtate. He gained ſome of our com- 
manders in theſe forts, and drove the. others by main force. But 
the commander of the fort of Aly-nugur, who was a Radj -p8t- 
faundiJr' 72), and a relation of that ungrateful man, was conſerved 
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(72) The 7 9 2 are a ſubdiviſion of the Radj- pst, or mtaryaibe which is itſelf one 
of the four grand diviſions of the Indian, or Hindoo nation, 
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in his poſt out of regard to himſelf, and to his uncle, the zemindar 
of Chergam. Radja Ram-parkin, who conformably to his pro- 


miſe, had ſhewn me a great deal of kindneſs, ſeemed intent on 
puting in execution 1 er han's order, concerning my bro- . 

e ſpoke much to Biſhen-ſing on the ne- 
ceſſity of his evacuating the forts and lands of my djaghir, and 


ther Naky-aali-qhan. 


carried away in hoſtage his ſon Narzin-ſing, then a boy; he then 


permitted my brother to go and recover my eſtate in thoſe parts; 


and, on his repreſentation, He directed me to get him accompanied 
by ſome of the ſoldiers of my corps. With reſpect to myſelf, 


as he ſeemed diſinclined from parting company with me, I followed 


him to Azimabad. Meanwhile, Naky/Mali han, with his ſmall 
troop, marched to Rhotaſs, and forced ſeveral forts and villages be- 
longing tome; but could do nothing againſt the caſtle of Aly-nagur, 
not only as it was of ſome ſtrength, but likewiſe as the faithleſs 
Radj-p8t Was encouraged in his inſubordination by Biſhen-ſing, 


his relation. The matter becoming of importance, I repreſented' 
my caſe to Radja Ram-gariin,, who immediately wrote to Radja 


Sunder-ſing, zemindar of San8t, with in junctions to ſupport Naky- 
Aaliyghan in his right. I alſo wrote myſelf to him on the fame 


ſubject. The Radja, who was a ſenſible equitable man, and who 
remembered how much my forgiving father had been inſtrumental 
in rendering him the principal zemindar of the province of Azima- 
bad, thought proper to take in this affair ſuch an active part, as 
was incumbent on his gratitude; and his interference was of much 
weight; as Aali-ferdi- han, to whom he owed his greatneſs origi- 
nally, had enabled him to cut an eminent figure in the province, 
where, he always appeared with the inſignia of a kettle-drum, and 
1 fringed paleky. He therefore wrote a ſevere letter of reprimand 
to, Biſhen-fing, his brother zemindar; and ſent a threatening meſ- 
ſage to the refractory Radj-p8t; ſo that both theſe faithleſs men, 
fearing the conſequences that might arriſe from an obſtinacy which 
"Px9duced:threats:from every where, ſurrendered the caſtle to Naky- 
Fäli-dhan; and this affair being brought to a concluſion at laſt, the 


Whole diſtrict, in W ſubmitted with ee to 4 oa 
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Al this while, 1 lived with my worthy mother, at Auimabad, 


where I enjoyed a great ſhare in Ram-flariin' s eſtimation; - and 


where 1 had for my companion Seyd-gali- han, the youngeſt of 
my brothers, and the kindeſt and moſt attached to me. Lerne little 
differences only, would ariſe now and then with Nak han, 
who of the ſuppoſition that the djaghir had been releaſed on his- 

account, was ſomewhat aſſuming. But for that flaw in his cha- 
racter, he is an amiable man; and, God be thanked, he is now. 


united with us all, in that ſincerity which becomes a brother. Oaly” 


ſome parts of his behaviour diſcover a mind inclined to controuling; 
and he ſeems impreſſed: with ſome pride: but this is what he can« 
not help; nor can he correct his overbearing: ym as ſuch is his 
natural temper. 

We have juſt ſeen how the N 5000 had been ain 17 his 


| good fortune from a very dangerous conſpiracy; this ſucceſs aug=" 


mented: both the old man's indolenee, and his ſon's imperiouſneſs: 
this ſon who was the light and flambeau of his family, as well as 
the ſoul of his father's government, no ſooner ſaw himſelf rid of 
that ill- concerted conſpiracy, than his pride and haughtineſs knew- 
no bounds. Both the father and the ſon became inſupportable, and” 
ſeemed to touch the firmament with their foreheads: the ſon boiled 


over, and he reſolved to make away with Mir-gazem-qhan- alſoef 


That officer, who after having reſigned the command of his corps, 
and the offi ce of paymaſter, lived now privately within his family. 

This unfortunate man, intent on eradicating every thing like ſuſpi- 
cion from Miren's mind, uſed to come often to court with -only-a” 
ſmall number of menial ſervants; and he ſeemed to mind nothing 
but amuſement, although underhand he made intereſt for being re- 
admitted into favour. But the winter time being now come, Mi- 
ren uſed often to amuſe himſelf with paper-kites, and other flying 
engines; in which, to lull Mir-fazem-ghan A-ſleep, and to put him 
off his guard, he always requeſted his taking an active part in thoſe 
amuſements, deſiring him to come every evening for the purpoſe of 
contending with him, or as often as there ſhould be any wind ſtirs* 
ing. The poor man found himſelf under the neceſſity of employ- 

ing himſelf in ſuch N and of acquiring in them a ſkill, that 


gradually | 
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Fudbalh entulgled' him in the net of artifice and deſtruction. His 
_ -cuſtom was to, come in the evening; where, after having paid his Fa 
reſpects, he uſed to repair to the ſtrand which ſpread under Miren's Y 
houſe, in the bed of the Baghratty, and often to contend with him. 
On a Saturday, the twenty-firſt of the ſecond Reby, of the 
year 1172, he came as uſual, without arms, and with nothing «- D. Wa 7. oF" 
but a dopata about his loins (73), in which condition he aid his i ed. no 
reſpects to Miren. It was in the evening. Miren had taken GO tis * 
pay two or three hundred Rohila Afghans, who might have been {af 
:eonfidered as the remains of the army of Sham, and full as thirſty 
as they, of the blood of Seyds(74). He had lodged them in the 
out-buildings of his palace, where he reſerved them for ſudden ex- 
ecutions. Some of theſe, whom he particularly truſted, he had in 
the morning called 4 his cloſet, where he had ſecretly given them 
orders to put the poor man to death. Their inſtructions were to let 
him walk in, as uſual, to pay his reſpects in the evening; after Which, 
the moment he ſhould turn about, in order to nepair to the ſtrand, 
they were only to let him walk a few paces out-of the gate, and 
then to fall upon him at once, ſo as to hack him to pieces. At the 1 
uſual time, Mir4cazemhan came, and Miren ſpoke much to him / « 1D 
about his kites, and about bringing them to an engagement. There 
happened to be then preſent, a young man called Mirzalibdollah, 8 
ſon to Mirza. Hleh med, alias Agafffür za, who had been introductor 7 3 
to Shudjah han, once ſovereign of Bengal. As he took a mighty 
delight at theſe paper amuſements, and he wanted then to contend 
with Mir-tazem-ghan, he got up to join him. But his death was not to [/ | 
happen that day; nor had Miren any thought/abouty him at all: far 6 
from that, he was debating with himſelf how he might part them, ; 
and whither ſuch a enn would not diſcloſe his ſecret. On the | 
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475 Mt which is, as it's very name RA of two breadths of linen, = 
about ſeven or eight feet in length, ſerves often for a ſaſh or girdle in an undreſs; but a full 
dreſs requires a camer-bend, or ſaſh and girdle in form; or elſe, it requires a patca, | 
(74) To underſtand this paſſage, it mult be Cc that it is an alluſion to the army 
ſent from Sham, alias Damaſcus, by Yezid, againſt Hoſſein, who is the firſt of Seyds, and 
| periſbed/wieh thirſt at the battle of Kerbela, Now Mir-gazem was both a$<yd and a Shyab ; "7 2 . (a 
and the Afzhan's are, to a man, Sunnics, as was Yezid. , | 
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other hand, he was loath that the man; ſhould: loſe his life for no 


reaſon. at all. An incident extricated him from his perplexity: Mir- 


Hemi han having advaneed three ſteps out of the gate, came 


ck, and ſaid that the agent of the Radja of Nediah would be glad 
to pay his reſpects. Let him come in, ſaid Miren, and you Mir a 


» (fbdellab, do you go upon the frandjand raiſe your: kite g\until your antago 


Rainy is at hand io join you. Theſe few words ſaved Mirza Hbdollah, 
by making him part company with the devoted victim; they ſeem 


3 have been ſuggeſted by Providence itſelf: otherwiſe, and but for 


that circumſtance, the poor man would have been involved in the 


other's maſſacre. Mir-fazem-ghan having come back to introduce 
the agent, had time to live the few moments more. which were yet 
of his portion; and he was returning to his pale ky, when the Af. 


ghans getting up, ſurrounded him; and one of them ran an Af- i 


Zhan knife, which is equal to half a ſabre, through his ſide with ſo: 
much violence, that it came out! at: the other nde. At this ſignal, 


Mir - eazem 
iryvoived in 


the puuidion. 


the others fell upon him, and with their knives and ſabres, they: . 


hacked him to pieces, and ſent him tu the deſert of nothingneſs: 
May God Almighty have joined his ſoul to the aſſembly of his pious. 
anceſtors ! Mirza-fbdollah, who ſaw this-execution, was much. 
ſurpriſed and confounded; but the next day as he came to court, 
Miren embraced him tenderly, drew him to his boſom, congra- 
tulated him on his having come to life a ſecond time, and ſeemed 
mightily pleaſed to ſee he had fo providentially eſcaped ; he added, 
that not one knew anything of the ſecret, ſave his fool Lahory- 
beg. But the fool hearing the aſſertion, rejected the compliment; 
and although he might, in conſequence of his maſter's. acknow- 


ledgement, aſſume the honor of an inviolable ſecrecy, he thought. 
it more prudent to ſay, that his bighneſs, indeed, was pleaſed to Jay for: 


but that, in ſudt, he himſelf knew nothing of the matter. | 
The murdered Seyd was of the race of Beni/oqhtar,. and ſon, 
to Seyda, an Arabian, who married a daughter of Akydet-. 


qhan's ſiſter; and this laſt was a nobleman of high rank, who was. 


himſelf, ſon. to the famous e Umdet-el-mulk 74), Nigerch 
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of 'Cab8ijea man "of diſtinction, and of an illuſtrious pedigree even FA 


an Iran, Where he enjoyed a high office in that country. Mir- 
azem's anceſtors, on their very coming in Hindooſtan, had been 
eee digfiitiess/ ant they had-always been, from father 7 
to ſong in ſuch offices of importance, as put it in their power to 
bblige an infinity of perſons. He drew his origin in 4 dired line 
| from Naaniet-ollah, the Hafſenite(6), 
Mliten having quieted his mind by this murder, turned his view 
ee conſort of Alifberdi an and his two eldeſt daughters, / 1 
aas well as towards that prince's daughter-in-law, Tfgef-en Metin. /s | 228 
4 Hezum, relict of Seradj-ed; df814, from whom ſhe bad ar! infant 
daughter, now four years all All thoſe illuſtrious, thoſe unfor- 
{tunate, defenceleſs women, were turned into a hoathſome confine- 1 
merit; although himſelf, with his whole family, owed every thi n 
to that houſe: although it had indelible rights over his gratitude: bm a 
although ſo lately as the time when Seradj-edgAo8la Ss / = 
Mir Maafer han s life, Gahaſity- Hibi, the eldeſt daughter, had 2 4 / 7 
aflifted him ſecretly, as well as his a dherents, with every/Ehrefy+ / FE | 
which | ſhe had been able to ſave 757 the wreck of her fortune: al- , 
though ſhe had greatly ee thereby the revolution that ſaved 
the father's life; and ſhe had, at laſt, brought him to 'the very 
ſteps of à throne. All theſo illuſtrious women, after having been 
kept conſined in the moſt indecent manner, were huddled together 
into ſome bad boats, and ſent to Djehanghir-nucurFF in the moſt 
_ diſgraceful and ſhameleſs neglect: for now a black cloud was 
gathering over his head, and he wanted to eaſe his mind by getting 
f . of. every object capable of exciting his ſuſpicions. © 
Hardy tor three months had èlapſed ſince Mir-cazem-qhan's 
W when a ſtrong report prevailed that the Imperial rince , 7 
Aali{goher, ſon to Miemghir the ſecond, Was coming into Bengal. FX 2 
It is the ſame prince whom Mir-ſheabeddin, who bore the title of /d * c 
N =o ext of the is NE Abu out of conſine- 
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l ment. after Ahmed-ſhah: 8 demiſe, to ſeat him on the thivke:. The 
/ N prince thought proper to invite Mahmed-£8li han, governor or 
navvab of Ilah-abad, to accompany him' in his -expedition againſt | 
Bengal. This Mahmed- Sli-qhan, alias Mirza-c8tchee, was ſon 
oy to Mirza-Hiohſun, who was“ himſelf nephew to Ab81:MHan(Br- | 
Ahan, thetſezir. But whilſt this approaching war was the general to- 
Pic every where, the troops in Bengal, Who received nothing of either 
arrears or actual pay, being reduced to downright beggary, had of- 
| ten come to an open ſedition, and had beſieged Mir-djaafer-qhan, 
| bf his very palace. All that did not avail : nor did the flavvab alter 
| f / his conduct. At one time, even Dilir-ghan and Afalet-ghan, had 
ES Ls joined the beſiegers; for thoſe brave ſons of Umer-qhan,. had been 
; reduced to the ſame beggary as others, although they had riſked 
| 17 their lives, and ruined their fortunes, by their attachment to Mir- 
Haafer-ghan, over whoſe: gratitude they had acquired ſuchvincon- 
teſtible rights, as were indefeaſible. Even ſach meritorious men 
became an eye- ſore. ta Miren , even theſe ho wanted to drive from 
4 Bengal, unmindful of the many obligations which both himſelf and 
- his father had . owed to thoſe. two heroic-.brothers; and nothing 
would have prevented..the ſcheme. from being put in execution, 
but a well-grounded apprehenfion of the extremeties to which re- 
ſentment might carry two ſuch Herculean men, whenever once 
their natural proweſs and known bravery ſhould have been puſhed 
to deſpair. Nor was Miren a man to deſiſt fo eaſily, but for the 
certain intelligence which came at this very time, that.the Imperial 
* prince had ſet out from Ilah-abad, accompanied by Mahmed-ggli- 
ä qhan, on his way to Bengal. The father, and. fon, on hearing ſuch 
a piece of news, thought it high. time to liſten to the complaints of 
the troops. They gave them a ſmall part of their arrears; and the 


— 


ſe'ditions and clamours of thoſe. people ſubſided. for the. . and 
„A. * left / him ſome leiſure to think of Azimabad.  _ | 15 
25 am-naräin, the governor of that province, Was known. for a . 


6 man timid, wavering, and artful : far from being ſincere in his pro- 
/ Fa feſſions to the favvab, he hated and deſpiſed him ; but as he WAS . 

„ likewiſe under engagements to the Engliſh, he did not chooſe to 
diing himſelf under the imputation of faithleſſneſs and treaſon to a 
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man 4 whom they were confederated. In his heart 158 did not 
like his fituation;/ and he waited only for a favourable moment to /; 
get rid of it; nor were the two zemindars, Sunder-ſing and Pab- 
luvan- ſing, better inclined towards the new fazem, or prince. In- J 
debted for their greatneſs to Aaliſberdiſ chan, and impreſſed with „ 
gratitude to that houſe, they wiſhed to promote the ruin of his 
enemy, and to tear his family by the roots. And indeed, thoſe 
very perſons that had taken a diſguſt at Seradj- ed Aöglah s perſon, 7 D 
for the ferocity of his manners, and the levity of his tongue, by une, J Za 
which laſt he uſed to ridicule and render contemptible the Srandees rer 
of the country; thoſe very men who had wiſhed for his ruin, in $9 2 
hopes that a man advanced in years, as was Mir-djaafer-qhan, and. 
full of experience, as they expected, would govern them with mo- 
deration, without carrying things to extremety, againſt a family to 
which he was allied, and to which he owed every thing; thoſe 
very men, I ſay, on ſceing the deſpicable conduct of the father, 
and the deteſtable actions of the ſon, became another ſet of men, 
and were totally alienated from the old man. They now remem . 
bered Seradj-edWM38lah, and remembered him with ſhame and re- * | 
gret: their enmity to him changed into pity and commiſeration; and 
they were daily regretting him, and ſpeaking to his advantage: and 
this was the general ſenſe of the public, whether amongſt the 
| knowing ones, or amongſt the ſimple, whether in public or in pri: | 
vate. What ſhocked exceedingly, in Mir-djaafer-ghan' s character N 
Was, chat after having rendered himſelf ſo conſpicuous in Aali-yerdi-' "oj , 
qhan' s time by his liberality and his ſympathy to the faldier, he / 
| ſhould have become now a wreteh of the moſt ſordid avarice, and 
a very karrion in parcimony and ſtingineſs ; Juſt as if he had forgot-- 72 
ten Who he had been, or what character he had once ſuſtained... 
One day, ſome one took the liberty to tell him his ſenſe of that al- DIE 
 teration, in theſe very words: My lordſflavuab,. 4 time was when you 1 Ut 
dere renowned for liberality j What is becamt gf it now ?” Friend. 
anſwered he unconcernedly, In Aali-yerdi-ghan's s time, the mat= * 3 
«« ter conſiſted only in taking up water from a river, and beſtow- /+ 
* ing another's money; but now that the river is become my own, 
* ny" heart aches whenever I -am obliged to part with any of its 
| | | | | e water, 


— 
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. Eg were it even to a friend. This ſtate of dungs b 
been reported to Mabned/{8i-{qhin, prince of Ilah-abad, he re- 
ſolved to avail himfelf of it. Indeed he was a man of no genius, 


and proved Wholly deſtitute of ene but yet, he had abun- 


dance of courage; and as he was wholly diſſatisfied with the con- 
ſined limits of his principality; and the iſinallneſs of his income, 


he conceived:the deſign of bettering his fortune by the conqueſt f 


either Azimabad or Bengal. This hemeè tobk fo far poſſeſſion of 


_ his mind, that he impartedat to his relation: and neighbour, Mirza- 
| Sjclal-eddin-fitider, alias Shudjah<c4d-ga8lb, viceroy or ſovereign 


of Ad and Lucnow. The latter, who-wiſhed this long time to ſee 


his kinſman cut of Ilak-abad, encouraged bim in his ſcheme, pro- 


miſed his aſſi ſtnmce, and offered to follow his ſteps, as ſoon as he 
ſhould have made an impreſſion on the enemis country. It was 


therefore, xcſolved between them, that the* mperial prince, Aali- 
/ her, now ſtiled Shah flalem, ſhould contribute to the expedition 


y his name, atdeaſt, and his.pedigree ; and-as this prince, intimi- 
ie by the Lezin Umad-el-mulk's power and-cruelty, was lead 


ing the life of a fugitive, and enjoyed but à precatious fubfiſtence' 


with Nedjib-ghan, in whoſe dominions he had taken ſhelter; he 
liſtened with pleaſure to the many invitations by which he was re- 
queſted to put himſolf at the head of the undertaking : after which, 
there would remain nothig more, than to march down towards thoſe 
All theſe. matters having been adjuſted. be- 
tween thi two princes, Mahmed-p8li=qhan: repeatedly wrote to 
the Imperial prince, to requeſt his N The latter, who had 
been this long while putting up A5 fervent prayers to Heaven for 
ſome ſuch opportunity, ſcized it by the hair, and taking with him 
what ſervants and friends he had about his perſon, he ptoceeded to- 
Ilah-abad. On his march he received. reſpectful letters from Radja 
Sunder- ſing, who alſo addreſſed. my father on the ſubject; as he acted 
as . miniſter to that forlorn SRI and BE Egan Bis 2 
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60760 In Hindaſtan the Sl name for 48. / and Hill more for Bengal, is P88, which 
ſignifies Eaſt, or Eaſtern region: Nor is the name of Bengaja any thing, but: 4 derivation* 
from the word Bang, the name of Bagh, | in old books, and allo in ei ban regiſters. 


ſence 


vY 


vis w OF MU DER ru * 8. 


Shice in countries, that waitgd"only for the moment _ receiving 
him with open arms. And here it muſt be remembered that the 
Gentoo prince, being best oll revenging Seradj-ed 8glakr s death, / LO 
had provided a large force; Hh i he Hud furniſlied with every thing 
neceſlary ;-and that he panted in his heart for that happy moment, 
when ſome man of conſequence might lend his name to the under- 
taking, and put it in His power to take a full revenge from Mir- 1 
| Gaafer=qhan ; for he had borne a ſtrong attachment to Aali-yerdi- JEL FRET 4 
/ than, and thought his honour concerned in revenging tlie injuries of- ES 7 
fered to his family: fot this purpoſe, he had likewiſe drawn Publuvati- 5 
ſing in his views, another zemindar of conſequence; and it muſt be ac- 
knowledged, that this IIindooꝶrince was a man of great merit, brave 
and valorous; greatly eſteemed in the province, very intelligent in bu- 
ſineſs, and very grateful in his attachments in one word, he was a 
man of ſuch uncommon qualities, and of ſuch extraordinary talents, 
that it is highly probable, that had fate permitted it, he would, 
have brought his enterprize to maturity, by overcoming every ob="5; eckt 


ſtacle; but deſtiny cut him hort in the flower of his age, and/or „ 

the very eve of / anfolding his project. Under pretence of making d . 7 22 

a tour throughout his- dominions, and of ſeeing Nadja Ram- Hardin, 1. 

he ſet out from his fortreſs of Ticqyy, and ese in the plain, / ; 

where he aſſembled his troops ſilently. Unfortunately, for him, 7 

the feſtival of Be/ent-panchmi (77), which is held. facred amongſt the 

Gentoos, arrived at that time; and he was celebrating it with the 

uſual rejoicings amongſt the commanders of his troops. Amongſt 

theſe was one enen högſs, a fon of the famous Shen 4 4 

Vafſen- adyri, the Lucnovian, Who had begotten him upon a Keu- 77 4 8 7 A * 

cheni, or dance-woman, or actreſs. He bore the character of a.. 
brave man, had been employed in many difficult ſervices by. Sunder. ; a 

ling, and had thereby ſo far endœared himſelf to that princes, | 

he often obtained whatever he had a mind to aſk, the Radi . 8 "30 

a paternal.affeion- for him. This officer came that day, and with 4M 

wo een requeſted the favour of 4 thouſand rupces, to... 


*- » - * . ” 
* * 1 * — „ — Aa — * 
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- (77) A feſtival calebeaten by uk at the Leginning of ſpiing 5 et iL arg. ng 
wa ſcalou, "ay | 2 — 
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make merry with TY friends: this requeſt was introduced with no 
preamble at all, as he was accuſtomed to obtain much more impor- 

+. , tant favours. Theſe importunities at laſt had often fatigued the 
= Radja; ho, on granting one ſome days ago, had chanced to ſay 


5 in company, that Shehgholam 58 had indeed inberited an hᷣeroicul 


bravery, and many military talents from his father ; but that as to a 

turn of mind for importunity, which rendered him ſometimes a diagree- 

able man, he held it unqueſtionably from his mother. Such an obſerva- 
Bon ſunk deep in the officer's mind; and fetting at nought all the 
obligations he owed to his benefactor, he reſolved to ſacrifice him 

to his reſentment ; and like a ſnake rolled upon itſelf, he only waited 

for a favourable moment ; and to all appearance he had now come 

| with ſuch a deſign in his heart. This much is certain, that his 
/ importunities to-day exceeded all bounds. Gholam{(gho8ſs, ſaid the 
Gentoo Radja, ſo much importunity is not likely to do you any good ,— 

He had hardly uttered theſe few words, when the other ſwearing 
FTA q he could not part with him, - unleſs he obtained his requeſt, the 
/© Radja got up with intention to retire; but the other having laid 


A 94 "I 


/ grom, hold of him by the hem of his Hdat, drew him ſo low as to give 
5 him a violent blow with his poinard in the breaſt. The blow was 
mortal, and the Radja fell dead. On ſight of, this, B8ni-ſing, the 

Cahtree, one of the prince's friends, ran upon. the murderer to ſeize 

him; but was laid dead with another ſuch ſtroke; and the villain 

having again wounded another man, who was a relation to the two 

dead men, fled inſtantly and ran to the gate, where meeting by 

chance a horſe ready ſaddled, he jumped upon it, and fled towards 

N "Y ite little river of P8n-p8n; where being. inceſſantly purſued by 
ſeveral men on foot, four coſſes together, at the head of whom was 
Sab8ri-fing, a relation of the murdered Radja, who lamed his horſe, 
and called him a coward, much more capable to murder a defence- 

leſs man, than to fight an armed one; he turned about, diſmounted 

and engaged his purſuer : in the ente, the officer's ſabre having 

broke, he cloſed with his enemy, and threw him on the ground, 8 

where the ſtruggling continued; but where he was ſoon diſpatched 

with ſticks and ſtones by ſome peaſants, to whom Sab8ry-ſing's re- 
proaches had given courage. The man was puniſhed; but the 


murdered 


. 
* 
14 
* * 
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nden prince did not live long enough to carry that fort of con- 
ſolation to his grave. 


This accident proved of n detriment to the perl 


prince; but did not check the expedition at all: he had with him 
ſeveral perſons of character and diſtinction, all attached to his for- 
tune; but all in as much diſtreſs as their maſter. The firſt of theſe 
was the poor man's father, who went by the name and titles of 
Bacſny-el Aflulk, Naſſyr-ed A681a, Seyd-Hleddict-f i-ghan, Baha- 

dur ed- chung (78); the ſecond, was, Medar-ed&8h, whoſe other 
titles I do not recollect at preſent; the third was, 4 azl lah-ghan, 
Mumtaz-edA381a (79), grand- ſon to Yticad-qhan, ) the Caſhmirian 
favourite o F croh-ſyur's; the fourth, "= the fifth, 


Munnir-edf FA5S1a, Rezaße gli 4 Nadyr Ajung (80); the fixth, 
Dahadyffleli ban, the 'eunuch. Let not the reader of theſe ſheets 
imagine, that it is out of tenderneſs to my father, that I have 
ated him at the head of this noble liſt : it is notoridus, that on the 
Imperial prince's coming out of Shah-fchan-{bad, his circum- 
ances were ſo diſtreſsful, and his poverty ſo complete, that not one 


man of character would think of either affiſting him, or following 


his fortunes: every one was, beſides, in dread of theſb1zir Umad- 
el Mulk's reſentment; nor had the prince been able to come out at 
all, had not that miniſter, who now breathed revenge againſt Shudja- 


ed, gs, ſet out on a journey to meet Ahmed Hhan(Hangaſh, as 


well as the other Afghan princes, whom he had brought over to : 
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The prince, 4 / 
Aali - goher, . 


undertakes 7 
an expedi- 
tion againſt 


Bengal. „ 18 
ja 7 2 


his party: all conſiderable events, of which we ſhall ſpeak fully in 


this Second Volume, when we ſhall come to recount the hiſtory of 
che/Emperors, and principle men of Hindoſtan : then ſhall we re- 
late the events happened at the capital and its environs: then ſhall. 
we mention, occaſionally, what ſhall prove remarkable in them, . 
as well as in the more diſtant provinces of the . towards the 


— * — 


_— 


(78) The pay- „oller (and alſo the generous) of the date, the valorous 1 | 


han, the ſuccourer of the ſtate, and its lion in battle. 
(59) The perfect of the tate. 


(80) RexaſCBligghan (the lord, llave, or folder, of St, Reza's) the 3 of the | 


Nate, and the incomparable in wars, 
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Pecan :/ at preſent our buſineſs is with the prince — 
Zinet Mahal (80, his mother, having obtained leave from hef huſband, 
de the Emperor Alemghir the ſecond, ſent for my illuſtrious father at 
Nehbreagi, lh gate of the ſanctuary, where ſhe put the prince's hand in chat 
NN nobleman's hand, tenderly recommended him to his care; inter- 
mother to 


- 
Hedaiet Ha- 


changed with him the moſt ſolemn and moſt tremendous oaths; and 


ligh-n, fe- made uſe of ſo many entreaties, and ſo many tears, that my for- 


ther to our 


2% 
* 


* L 
* ; 
/ 


* * 


given father was overcome by ſuch an unexpected ſcene; and from 


that moment reſolved firmly to ſupport him with all the vigour and 


fidelity in*his power : he then took the prince apart, and encou- 
raged him to make ſome efforts in his own cauſe z/as we are going 
ſoon to mention : for we intend to recount in this Volume, whatever 
concerns /thi prince's wars and journeys ; and in part cular, his ex- 
pedition into theſe Eaſtern countries; and we ſhall reſerve for the 
following ſheets, whatever is relative to his taking poſſeſſion of 
Shah{jchan{4bad, or refers to the countries in the environs of that 
capital. ; ard! | | 

The Shah-zada having entruſted my forgiven father with his per- 
ſon and concerns, was ſeconding, as much as he could, the efforts 
which that nobleman was making in his behalf; he looked up to 
him as to a zealous friend, and conſtantly followed his directions. 
It is true, that he was not a man of great qualifications, or great 
knowledge; but he compenſated that deficiency by ſhewing him- 
ſelf ſtudious to give that illuſtrious nobleman every mark of de- 
ference and honour in his power, both in his abſence and in his 
preſence: nor did he relax in the ſequel, but continued to gblige 
the brothers, relations, and friends of a man who was no more; 
and he did it to the utmoſt of his power and their own merits and 
his gratitude carried fuch an air of ſincerity, that even now it is 
probable he would, to all appearance, do ſomething handſome for 
that nobleman's deſcendants, were he ſo much as to hear of them. 
Munnir-edA68lah, who- had been before in the ſervice of Intyzam- 


"WI 5 ed$881ah, ſon to theſVizier Cammer-eddin-qhan, as ſuperintendant 


of his war equipage, was introduced by my forgiven father to the 
prince, and ſoon became his favourite and miniſter.” But it would 


__ 


— 


| (31) Zinet-mahal, ſiguiſies the ornament of the apartment, that is, of the women's apart- 
ment, : 1 ; x 


be 


— 
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5 be unjuſt to conceal, that even after his elevation, he conſerved the 
moſt grateful remembrancè of the ſervices rendered him by that 
worthy nobleman, my father; never ſpeaking to him but with the 
utmoſt reſpect, and in the humbleſt poſture; and even after his 
demiſe, he never miſſed an opportunity of obliging his children and 
family; and of ſhewing me, the poor man, in particular, ſo much, 
deference and ſuch marks of reſpect, as greatly exceeded my me- 
rits, as well as my ſtation-in the world, and even my age in life. 
He was a valuable man, | unqueſtionably : May God have received 
him in his manſion of mercy ! 7 6 1 | 
As for the Shah-zada, as ſoon as he had received the letters of 
invitation from Mahmed Slighan, he made haſte to aſſemble a / / 
large number of men, eſpecially from amongſt the diſtreſſed Seyd's: 
of the ruined town of Barr, and with theſe he ſet out for Ilah-abad; 
leaving my father and Munnir-gd-gdo8lah in thoſe parts, as they / 5 
had undertaken to prepare for him a field equipage, with ſome 
other neceſſaries; and to bring into his ſervice, on the fame of this 
expedition, and on the hopes of bettering their fortunes, as many 
diſbanded ſoldiers as they could perſuade; after which, they were 
to march down to Ilah-abad. The Shah-zada having quitted 
 Miran-p8r, the place of his reſidence, arrived on the frontiers of 
Shudja-gd-f68la's dominions, where that prince marched out of 1 / 
his capital to meet him; and after having made him ſuch a preſent, 
in money. and effects, as he thought proper, he gave him much en- 
couragement, informing him of his agreement with Mahmed/{(Bly- 5 
Shan, and of his intention to march to his aſſiſtance; intention Fd 
which, in fact, had never exiſted... The Shah-zada, having taken 
leave, proceeded to Ilah-abad, where on his arrival in the out-ikirts _ 
of that city, Mahmed-£8li-ghan went out to receive him; and af- 
ter having had the honour to kiſs the columns that ſupported the 
Imperial throne, he made him alight at a/lodging/ that had been / A + 
provided for the purpoſe; and there he imparted to him the parti- | 
culars of his ſcheme: ſo that for ſome days, frequent - councils . 
were held on that ſubje&t. The hungry grandees of the gprince's | 
famiſhed court, were ſoon gained over by Mahmed-g8li- an, and / 


ſoon were of his opinion; eſpecially Medar-pd do8la, who was a 7 
TIE RE complete 
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complete maſter of the art of becoming any one's friend, no matter 


whether good or bad, for his money ; for he knew how to accom- 
modate himſelf to all tempers, ſoon took the lead of all the Shah- 
W friends in this affair, and ſoon became the channel of all in- 
ligence, and all conſultation between the Hrince and Mahmed- 
8 Whilſt they were holding councils, Shudja- Ad- Acgla, 
who never had any other view but that of deceiving his kinſman, 
and who only waited for a good opportunity, took a journey to 
Ilah-abad, where he made him underſtand that he was ready to 
follow him as ſoon as the prince ſhould have made an impreſſion on 
the enemy's country: But then,” faid he, I cannot think of 
« quiting my own ground to invade any one's dominions, and eſpe- 


_« cially the eaſtern ones, unleſs I have ſome place of ſafety where 


« F may leave my conſort and family; and you know that I cannot 
leave them in an open country, every moment expoſed to the in- 
« vaſions of Umad-el{Mulk, of Ahmed-{han{fangaſh, and of 
« the other Afghan princes. Now I ſee no other ſuch place of 
«+ ſafety, but your fortreſs of Chennar ; and although it has no ac- 
© commodations for princeſſes and ladies of rank, and its climate 
and air are ſultry and unwholeſome, on account of the proximity 
* of the hills that come cloſe upon it, yet we ſhall put up with 
© ſuch an inconvenience. Let me have then ſuch an order, under 
« your own hand and ſeal, to MirzafHedjef han, the governor of 
« the fortreſs, as I may in an emergency avail myſelf of, to lodge 


% my family and conſort in that caſtle, together with your own: for 
after all, our families and intereſts, you know, are one and the 


«© fame. Once my mind eaſy on that ſubject, I will ſoon follow 


you with ſuch a force, as, joined to your's, may inſure ſucceſs. 


Believe me, what I fay, is advantageous to both fides.” Mah o 


| med-e8li-qhan, who was a plain unſuſpecting man, incapable of de- 


ceit, and who was, beſides, actually impelled by the decrees of fate, 
gave the order ſuch as it was requeſted, together with another to 
M officers of the garriſon; and he even repeated his order to Mir- 
-pedjef-qhan, then preſent, in theſe very terms: You know 

t there is no difference at all between the lord flavvab and me; 
ewe are german-brothers to each other, and ſons of two brothers: 
Whether 
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27 Whether I be preſent or abſent, he is my repreſentative: take 
© care to do, as he ſhall command you.” Such were the expreſ- 

fions he made uſe of; for that ſenſeleſs man conceived, that in the | "2 
preſent circumſtances, ſuch expreſſions, ſuch a confidence, and 

ſuch a management, were ſo many ſtrokes of policy, and would 

infallibly promote his expedition, by engaging Shudja-gd-d -do8la to; / . 2 2 
join heartily in it: and in that notion of his, he gave the order 


couched in ſuch terms as the other dictated. Shudja- d- -do8l," "- "PM / 
furniſhed with ſuch a piece, returned to his capital ; and Mahmed- —— 
£81i-g qhan prepared to ſet out with what troops and artillery he was = on / V, 


maſter of; adding only to his train two large pieces of braſs cannon, 

which he brought down from one of the towers of the fortreſs of 

Ilah-abad, and which he mounted upon field-carriages. After all 

theſe preparatives, he made choice of a favourable moment, and 

quitting his palace in the fortreſs, he encamped in the ſuburbs of the 

town. It was in the year 1172 of the Hejira : two days after he ſet . 7. 7759.67 
out on his expedition, taking the Shah-zada, and his whole reti- 
nue with him. 

So mighty a ſcheme, and ſuch moveinents. could not long re- 
main a ſecret, far, as well as near; and Ram-yarain, who had at all . 
times regular intelligence, was ſoon informed of the intended expe- 
dition. He gave notice of it to Mr. Amiatt, the chief of the 
Engliſh factory; and forwarded it, at the ſame time, to his two 
maſters in Bengal. But neither the old / favvab, nor his ſon, were £ 
men to march againſt ſuch an enemy, without the aſſiſtance of the 
Engliſh. They applied, therefore, to Colonel Clive, and propoſed 
that he ſhould accompany them in this expedition; but although 
the Engliſh are ſuch cautious people, as to have always their artil- 
lery and other neceſſaries ready, without being obliged to make them 
anew upon an emergency, as is the caſe with our Hindooſtany ar- 
mies and artilleries, which require to be fitted up anew upon every 
_ occaſion; nevertheleſs they were not prepared for ſuch a long jour- 
ney, and could not ſet out on ſo ſhort a warning. On the other 
hand, their confederates, that is, the flavvab and his fon, were ſo . 
ill prepared, that but for the Colonel, they would have been incapa- 
ble to move at all; it being — for them either to evade, or to 

| fatisfy 
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fatisfy the demands of ſuch multitudes of old troops and new levies. 
At laſt, after a deal of time ſpent in wavering, they found means to 
move” juſt as Mahme 48 . fh. han, with the Shah-zada, was ar- 
rived on the Keremnaſſa, which is 2 little river, that ſerves as a 
boundary to the province of Azimabad. _ | 

As ſoon as it became known at Azimabad, that the Shah-zada 
had moved from Banares, Ram-yarzin was ſtruck with a panic, 
eſpecially as neither the Engliſh made any motion from Calcutta, 
nor his two maſters from Moorſhoodabad ; and mean while the 
enemies forces, of whoſe proweſs he had heard wonders, as being 
part of the famous army of Abol-#ans8r an's, were coming 
down upon him like a ſtorm ; and with all the terrors that always 
precede the Imperial name, were going to pour upon his country 
like a torrent ſwelled by heavy rains, or like a calamity that would 
overwhelm every thing. However, although overcome inwardly 


by his apprchenſions, he thought it incumbent upon him to appoint 


/ 


/ Ram- ta 
tempers with 
the two par- 


ln ties. 
/Tta 


an hour for putting himſelf at the head of his army; and he actually 
came out, and encamped at the garden of Fateh-bagh, cloſe to Va- 
riſs/qhan's reſervoir(s). The intent of this ambiguous poſition 
was, to turn the motions of the Bengal forces to his advantage, 
ſhould they make their appearance firſt ; in which caſe he would 
aſcribe this manœuvre to his zeal, and to his readineſs in ſerving his 
maſters; and to cloſe with the Shah-zada, ſhould the Havvab abſtain 
from oppoſing the enemy, and ſhould his Engliſh confederates do 
the ſame, on obſerving the backwardneſs of their ally: in which 
laſt caſe, ſuch a maneuvre of, his, would be naturally interpreted 
as a deſign of joining the prince. He therefore remained ſome days 
on that ſpot, eager for intelligence, and anxious to ſee which of his two 
wives would firſt be brought to bed.* In a few days it became aſcer- 
tained, that neither the ad carb nor the Ents had yet moved 


— — —— — — 
- * 


(82) This reſervoir i is neither at the eaſtern, part of the city, where the Bengal army 
might be expected, nor at the weſtern, to which the prince was coming ; but only mid · way, 
betwixt the two. And here it is to be noted, that thoſe reſervoirs ſo common in India, but 
efpecially in Bengal, and all over the coaſt of Coromandel, are large pieces of water, ſometimes 
of five hundred yards the fide, or of about a mile in circumference ;. upon a depth of five or fix. 
feet in the drieſt weather, aud of twice or thrice as much in the min, | 

at This expreſſion is literally tranſlated. 
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** 
from Bengal; and on the other Hand, Wit Bedi notoridus, that the | 
Shah-zada had forded the Keremnaſſa, and was marching to Azima- | 
bad. This laſt intelligence turned the ſcales. Ram-plardin thought /. He 
it prudent to cloſe with the latter: but fitſt of all he went to con- 
ſult Mr. Amiatt, the Engliſh chief at Azimabad; and he told him, 
that to this moment, no one had thought of Rarn-plardin in Ben- 
gal, and none had moved to his affiſtance ; nor was it prudent in 
him to go to war alone with the Shah-zada and Mahmed- Ku. f 
Khan. He requeſted, therefore, Mr. Amiatt's opinion, About 72 
«« what might be proper to be done by a man in his diſtreſſed ir- ; 
" cuniſtances; and What / party he thought convenient for him to of re er” 
« take.” Mr. Amiatt anſwered in theſe words: With reſpect %% 
ourſelver, if our army comes, we ſhall remain where we are; elſe, we 
ſhall advance a few days journey towards Bengal, and there will flay, 
until we receive orders from the council, and until the times ſhall point 
out what is proper to be done. As for "yourſelf, it is convenient that 
you ſhould manage with ſome art, and ſeem to humour the enemy: „ 
mean, you receive Mate, of 15 Ways well; e £96 f yur do Nos / 1 
take your own party. . . 9 

Ram Harain having received pelt ſuch an File as he wiſhed, / 
undertook to manage both parties: to Miren, and to the Kcolonel, he 
wrote * That he had come out in military array, and wanted no bet- 
« ter than to fight; but that he had not the means in his power; 
«© and he added, that if the Engliſh {Hold arrive in time, he would 
* not fail to ſhew' his zeal and attachment.” On the other hand, 
not thinking it proper to write letters to the weſtern army, he, by 
the means of convenient perſons, aſſured the SORES and his ge- 
neral, of his good will and attachment. 

Whilſt all this double management was going on, I lived retired 
in Azimabad with my mother and all my brothers, being ſuſpici- 
ous of the times, and fearful of involving myſelf in difficulties. But 
Naky ali an, my ſecond brother, who lived upon our eſtate, 5 / 


/ 


made cheap of theſe apprehenfions; although I had every reaſon 
in the world to fear leaſt Miren, informed of the great figure which 
our father actually cut in the enemy's camp, ſhould ſo far liſten to 
| the diftatcs of- that generoſity innate in his character, as to write' to 

his 
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/ 15 : his deputy, Ram-ylarfin, to effect our total ruin. In fact, he wrote 
22 7 /2 him word that the exciter of all this ſtorm was no other than Seyd- 
he edzict- Aali- d dhan, the Shah- zada's great adviſer, whoſe ſons, who 
lived in Azimabad, had doubtleſs put that expedition into. their fa- 
ther's head, and were therefore to be carefully watched. Such 
„ was the purport of Miren's letter. Now, I proteſt, that I was 
| wholly ignorant of the prince's, as well as Mahmedſ/ {lihan' 8, 
intentions; and that years had elapſed ſince I had not wrote to my 
. father: for the old nobleman, truſting altogether to his connections 
and affinity with Aali herdi han, whoſe grand-mother was ſiſter | 
to my glorious mother. had married a ſecond time in ShahWjchan- — 
Abad, with all the pomp of a mighty nobleman; after which he 
ſpent his time in taking fine women into ſervice, purchaſing pretty 
girls, to ſerve as ſaplings to his ſeraglio, and giving large ſalaries 
to ſingers and dancers, and eſpecially to thoſe that came from the 
ſchoul of the famous Lal lia, the Caſhmirian: and all this with- 
out having ever minded his family, or thought of us in any ſhape; 
ſo that in ſixteen years time, in which he had been commanding 
armies, and ſpending monthly ſeveral lacs for his own houſehold, 
and making the fortunes of an infinity of perſons, he had never 
/ fo much as thought of ſending a ſingle piece of gold to either my 
/- glorious mother;or to any of his children. Meanwhile it had pleaſ- 
"op ed the Almighty one, that feeds the whole creation, to make us 
"37s find, with every one of Aali- erdi- han s nephews, a ſabſiſtence ſo 
honourable and plentiful, as put it in our power to live indepen- 
dently, without having been at any tune under a neceſſity of ap- 
plying to our father, or even of expecting that forgiven nobleman's 
attention. We lived on both ſides with caſe and dignity; inſo- 
much, that months and years would elapſe before an opportunity 
could offer to exchange a meſſage or a letter. Will it not be ſur- 

/ priſing after this preamble, if RamyHargin, on receiving the above 
letter from his two maſters, ſhould defire my attendance, and read i it to 
me aloud? On hearing the contents, -Ianſwered, © That I took 
* God to witneſs, that I had not the leaſt connections with this af- 

4 fair, nor indeed any good will for it: that it was not probable 
that a fallen nobleman, like my father, ſhould have conceived 
« ſuch 
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* ſuch mighty thoughts; but much likelier that the whole expe- 

% dition originated with Mahmed) Sli Shan, who had a whole 4 / 

* province gt his diſpoſal, with a fall treaſury, and an army trained 

„ by Ab81;MnſSr{han ; and who beſides, was nearly related to Pd / / . 
* Shudja- 4-483 himſelf a powerful prince, and the/Þezir of 7 b 
« os ene that independently of thoſe confiderations, it was - 

* known'to all the world, that our tamuly ſettled at Azimabad 

« theſes many years, had ceaſed to entertain any connections with 2 

% our father, or even to keep up a correſpondence of letters 

« with that nobleman ; article on which we felt our conſcience 

« thoroughly clear. But nevertheleſs, that if his maſters found 

« their advantage in injuring, ruining, and demoliſhing an innocent 

« family; and he thought it prudent in himſelf to comply with 

0 ſuch orders; we are ready, and at his command: nor could we 

entertain the moſt diſtant thought of refiſtance ; nor are we wil- 

„ling, added I, to bring any blame upon you. Pleaſe. then to ex- 85 

« ecute your orders.” Ramfiaràin on hearing theſe few words, / 77+ 

caſt a glance at MSrly-dur, the head ſpy, who was one of the 
principal men of Azimabad, and had Ram lara in's car entirely at of 
command; and both joined in deſiring me to be caſy, and to give 
my mind no anxiety at all on that ſubject. I thanked them, but 


- tp ; Our author 
rejoined, you ar2 ple :ſ2d ta ſay fo af this mamont ; but ſhould Miren westen dat. 
| | 2 5 | pected, on 
_ 3 order you to make away wi. h , ſhall you put” yourſelves to tt fei, 
the ' 7 1s 2. rote „0 clears him- 
e trouble Fading vs then, as & protecting our Per ſons F 
fir, to be eaſy on that head, anſwered calmly Ram-Harà in: we of 


can protect you; we will protect you; and if we ſhould not be 
< able to ſhelter you, we ſhall convey you ſafe out of the province, 
* and recommend you to your 'own fate.” On hearing theſe de- 
clarations, I returned them my humble zcknowledgements for their 
goodneſs and grateful remembrance; and I was yet with Ram- 
= flarfin, when intelligence came that the Shah-zada, with Mahmed- / | 8 

| #8li-ghan, now ſtiled-Y tymad-fd-fo8la(s3), was arrived, after hav- 7 5 Ft ; Ds 
ing been joined at Banares by Seyd/tfediict alighan, my father, at /// 
the head of a body of troops/and a train of artillery. As ſoon as 7 


— 


» 
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(83) The truſt-worthy of the ſtate, | | | 
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Ram yar in had obtained a full information of this event, he imparted 
it to Mr. Amiatt, who did not ſeem dejected by it; but yet, as there 
were no news of any one's having moved in Bengal, this chief 
thought proper to embark on board of a number of tadjardws and. 
other boats which he had ready, and to deſcend the river for twenty 


or thirty cofles together, in company with a number ef Engliſh. 


gentlemen, which he. had with him. He left in the ſactory a num- 
ber of truſty muſqueteers, of thoſe ſince called Tabngas ; and he recom- 
mended them, together with the houſe, to Ram-parcin's care. The 
latter ſeeing the: Eagliſhman's retreat, thought proper to look out 
for an accommadation with the Shah-zada, and with his general. 
However, this-was. contrary te.»the opinion ef Radja M8rly-dur, 
who, althaugh an illiterate man, was a very extraordin Brach- 
man indeed, and a man incomparable for king K or for 
pointing it to others. This man, who conld neither read nor write, 
was a complete accomptant, and underſtood thoroughly every mat 
ter relative to revenue or to government; but he ſpoiled all thofe 
qualifications by an inſatiable ambition, which made him wiſh to 
have all the world dependent on his pleaſure; and he was ſo co- 
vetous beſides, that he endleſſly  bufied himſelf in amaſſing and 
hearding up immenſe quantities of meney and wealth. This mam 
ohjected to any agreement with Mabmedfegli-ghan, and to any 
ſubmiſſion ta the Shah-zada. He made cheap of their troops, -and 
was firmly of opinion that. they would never ftand before the Ben- 
gal army, if the latter. came ſupported by the Engliſh;; and the 
event proved that he had gueſſed right; and. that this man, who» 
could not read in a book, knew. very well how to read-in futurity. 
As to Ram-narzin, overawed -hy the. very dame of -an/Emperor, 
and intimidated. by the fame of his 1 troops, he made haſte 
to conclude his agreement with the Shah-zada; and without 
informing himſelf of the wretched condition of thoſe; troops, or of 
the characters af their. commanders, he went to ſee the prince; 


hut it was. to repent himſelf immediately, as we ſhall ſoe 


ſee hereafter. This reſolution having taken poſſeſſion of his mind. 
de ſent far me, wha li + gets cloſet, he deſired me to re- 
pair to the Weſlern army, and to endeavour by the me diation cf 


ny 
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my father, to gain the mind of the prince, and to open a door for. 
ſome terms of agreement; (and doubtleſs he had already ſent 
another perſon to Mahmed edu on a ſimilar errand, of 
which, however, I knew al but by conjecture.) He recom- 
mended #0 me not to diſcloſe this deſire of his to Radja M8riy-dar, 
bor to any other perſon wha ſoever; and he added to the injunction 
A very reſpectful meſſage to my father, ** where putting me in 


57 


„ 


mind, at the ſame time, how he had renewed his acquaintance 


wich his family, by the late ſervices he had rendered me 17 he ſup- 
plicated my father's favourable interference in the Fee a 7 
„% his with.” He was yet ſpeaking, when Muſtepha / 3 
brother to Mirza, edj han, father-in-law to ante ins, / / 
fuddenly made appearance. As he had had heretofore full li - 
berty to enter, without being either ſtopped or introduced; and 
people even, after that prince's death, did not chuſe to make any 
alteration in their behaviour to him; he was not ſtopped by any 


[Hace-bearers, but went on through all the apartments, until he 


found-the Radja aad me in a cloſe converſation by ourſelves. He at 
once gueſſed what might be the ſubject of it; and the Radja un- 
willing to diſoblige hi, and thereby to expoſe his ſecret, toak at 
once the party of diſcloſing the whole matter, and of aſſociating 
him to me, in the negociation. Turning therefore, towards me, 
« Sir,” faid he, you ſhall explain all thoſe matters to the Lord- 
*« /Fhan ; but take care to keep clear of the encampment of Radja 
% M8rly-dur, which is the + cup of all on your way: take to 
the road of Baky-p8r.” Muſtepba-&$li-qhan, after receiving 
this commiſſion, came out with me to my tent; ſpoke much of his 
{kill in politicks, and talked ſtrongly of the improbability of any 
army being likely to come from Bengal, as woll as of the concourſe 
of people that flocked from all parts to the Shah-zada's quarters. 
He faid all that, in hopes of my reporting his opinion to the Prince; 
and heeven made it a requeſt. A little after, there arrived a ſmall 
ſum from Ram farin, for the charges of * journey. It was 

brought by a truſty man of his. ; 
My voyage being now determined, I wrote a note to my two 
2 brothers, and ſent notice of it to my mother. Both my 
H 2 brothers 
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brothers availed themſelves of that opportunity to kits their father's 
| feet; and came to me, defiring to be of the voyage: I conſented; 

we took, at firſt, to the road of Baky-p8r; but ſtruck, afterwards, 
/ into that which led to the{frince's camp. In. the way, we net 
numbers of harcarahs an meſſengers, that carried to town hourly 

unte outhor intelligence of the Shah-zada's motions. Being arrived about Arvel, 


n an embaſ- 


7 Sbab I deſcried a man on an elephant, with a retinue of /an, hundred 


da, or Im- 


/ / perial prince. Horſes z it was Medar /d 58la, who was going from the Shah 
/ ada on an embaſſy to Ram-Haràin. I could not help being amazed 
to ſee that with ſuch a man in camp as my father, who -was well 
known in the province, and univerſally reſpected, .they ſhould pitch 
upon a ſtrauger for ſuch a meſſage. One of the .troopers having 
aſked of my people who I was, and whithcr I was going; theſe 


anſwered by mentioning the poor man's name, as” well as that of 


f 2 my brother's, to which they added, that of my father's. A mo- 
9 ment after, a meſſenger came up from Medar-gd-d&81a, with his 
/ Ma compliments, and ſome enquiries about my welſfare and health; to 


which civility I made a ſuitable return; and then, we advanced to 
7 Shimſhir-nagar. There I was ſurpriſed to hear, that NakyWali- 
/ /qban, my other brother, had gone to meet my glorious father, upon 
that nobleman's requeſt; and I cul not help lamenting, that he 
/ had made himſelf obnoxious to the feavvab,. of Bengal, by, ſuch a 
haſty ſtep. About two hours before ſun- ſet, we deſcried from afar 
the Shah-zada's army, which covered a plain that, extended eaſt- 
ward of ,Da8d-nagar; but it was two hours after ſun-ſet, before 
we had the honour of kifling the paternal threſhold, 

A number of queſtions were exchanged between us,.and this took 
up a deal of time: it ſoon appeared that his highneſs, our father, 
| a nobleman naturally haughty, and accuſtemed to command, had 
„„ already declined behaving to Mahmed;GBli-fhan with that deference 
| and that obſequiouſneſs to which Medargd-Adgla and Munnir/ed- . 
/$581a had foon ſubmitted ;: and he had therefore become a ſtranger 

to all tranſactions: and, indeed, how could it be otherwiſe, whilſt 

that general was the ſoul of the army, and governed abſolutely the 
"9 Afrince and this whole court ? Mahmed-e81i-ghan had been the con- 
triver of all this expedition he was the ſoul of it; and the prince, | 
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as'well as every one of his people, were depending upon him for 
their very daily food, as well as for their hopes of victory and con- 
queſt, ..Surpriſed at ſuch a ſtate of things, and at a conduct ſo diſ- 
tant from the rules of prudence, I took the liberty to obſerve to his 
highneſs, my father, That if ſuch was the ſtate of things, he 
had come ſo far only to ſee a very unpleaſant reſerve in the lead- 
ing perſons of the court; and a ſeries of events, that might end in 


© undoing our welfare, and in producing the confiſcation of our 


e landed eſtate, which laſt we had not been able to obtain without 
much trouble and much good luck. I aſked What could be 
% then the advantage of ſuch a long journey, after ſuch a length of 
* time? And ſince his highneſs had retired from the helm, and af- 
fairs had fallen int the hands of people without brains and with- 


« out experience, it was to be feared leſt the expedition ſhould not 


« end ſo well as might be wiſhed.” - Theſe indirect ſtrictures did 
not pleaſe his highnels,/ and he anſwered in a manner which diſco- 
vered his ſecret diſpleaſure at what I had taken the liberty to hint / 
nevertheleſs it appeared, that he was convinced of the truth of my 
« obſervation, as well as affected by his own ſituation ; bnt that now 
that he had embarked in the undertaking, it Was too late to re- 
e cede: nor could that be done at all, without a proper opportuni- 
« ty: nor could it be expected, that Mahmed-{$li4han would 
chuſe to ſubmit to his directions and advice.” Such was the pur- 
port of his anſwer; but what looks very. curious is, that as the 
prince was exceedingly light headed, and often guilty of unaccount- 


able / proceedings, every proceeding of his that did not pleaſe Mah- f 
med-8li-ꝗhan, never failed to be charged to my illuſtrious fa- 


ther's account, and to that of thoſe that were of his party. In a 
couple days after this interview, my forgiven father took me in his 
company, and went with Munnir-ed- do81a. to ſee Mahmed-c8li- 

han; and as this general chanced t6 glance at ſome matters of diſ- 
content that affected his mind, he was anſwered. in fo proper a man- 
ner, and with ſuch ſuitable excuſes, that he ſeemed ſatisfied on that 
ſabje&t; but; however, he did not ſeem to rehih my entering Lito 
a negociation with him, as it would have been highly improper to 


exclude at that particular, juncture the. perſons. which had hitherto 
| | been 
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been employed in negociating with Ram/Hariin ; and ſtill more ſu, 
to change them for others, eſpecially at a time when Mirzaplilac, 
the Caſhmirian, (ſtiled daft than} by whoſe means-the nego- 
ciation had been carried on, had much power over the generaFs 
mind, who truſted altogether to his own abilities and penetration. . 
However, the negociation did not end well; and whether. by the 
negociator's ſupineneſs, or by his maſter's repoſing, through igno- 
rance and inexperience, an implicit, coufidence in his agent, Mah- 
medſbsli han came at laſt to lefſe his pains, üs dominions-and 
his life. 85 
He that fits at your elbow, ought to be even. hetter than 
« yourſelf; 5 
Ile ought to be ſuch as may contribute to the improvement of 
«- both your intellects and morals.” _ 

The reader, probably, will not find fault with our. gzving him 
ſome detail on that ſubject. Nadja Ram - Hariin having, as we have 
faid, taken fright at the very name of emperor, _ and; at the fame of 
his troops, quitted the garden where he had epcemped in the mid- 
dle of his way, and retired within the city: walls; where he applied 
himſelf to every meaſure that could ſtrengthen. th e. towers, aad re- 
pair the whole extent of their. gircui; appointing thoſe command- 
ers, which he chiefly truſted, to the guard of the moſt; expoſed 
parts; and he was hardly ſeated, when hearing that Medar-ęd- 
do8la and Mirza Alla were approaching, as deputies from Mahmed- 
£81i-qhan, he ſent to deſire them to alight at. 3 lodginghich had 
been prepared for their reception; it was without the gates of the 
city, and at a diſtance from even the ſuburbs: from thence they 
received leave to come to fee him; and they were admitted within 
the gates, with a {mall number of menial ſervants, and three cr 
four of their friends on horſeback. The/embaſſadors, aftcr paſſing 
many encomiums upon him, opened the ſubje& of their commiſ- 
fions, and held out the advantages that would accrue to him by 
attaching himſelf to the Shah-zada and to his general, to whom 
beth they propoſed his paying a viſit. This overture could not fail 
to have its effect; and as Ram-Harain, already overcome by his fears, 
had reſolved to come to ſome terms, it was ſoon agreed, that he 

would 
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would wait upon them, and ſubmit to their dominion, nate con- 
dition that his life, fortune and government would be held ſacred and 
inviolable. But before he ſhould perform his part of the agree- 
ment, he requeſted a paper written and ſealed by — / 
Aan, as well as ſigned by the ee officers of his army, as _ 
guarantees to the treaty. The/embaſiadors upon this, returned 0 54. 
camp, and brought back the papers under Mahmed-e8li-e {/ 
hand and feal, and under the guarantee of his principal — ; 
Ram Har. in being now made eaſy, and no intelligence comingyet of 
any troops being on their march from Bengal; he reſolved gon , 
a viſit to Mahmed -681i-qban, as a preparatory ſtep, to. his =_ . 
the footſtool of the Imperial thorne. In an hour, which his aſtro- 
logers pronounced to be favourable, he ſet out for the camp in 5. | 
company with the /embafladors, and the perſons ſent by Mahmed- 1, ray / 

$li-qhan to meet him; and he landed in that general's tent, pitch- — * FA 
ed on the plain of PBlvary. The Shah-zada heating of his com- ©9127 te 
ing. prepared by Mahmed-£8li-ghan's advice, a tent of as much 2. 47 {/ 
magnificence, as his circumſtances.could afford; and he placed a 
throne at the upper end of it, where he took up his ſeat, having on 
both ſides of him, two rows of his generals and grandees ſtanding, 
and all richly apparelled. It may be worth while to obſerve, that 
the day before Ram. Haréin s arrival, I happened to be with my 
father,” and to ſay, that the Radja was extremely ſhrewd and cun- 
ning; and, that as he had. ſubmitted to come ſo far, merely on te 
* report of the Imperial power, and on the fame of Ab81 r- 

en s troops, it was probable, that after having got a wiew.of 7 

te the weakneſs and miſegꝝ under which they-laboured in camp, he 4 

* might repent of his ſubmiſſion ſo far, as to neuer return be cam. Fele. 
* ſhould he once get within the city again: that therefore, as he 
* was forth- coming, and ſuck: a ſtep · of his ought to be deemed a 
* moſt lucky event, he ought to -be ꝓrevented from getting out 
ce of their power. This ſpeech of mine had, a. very bad effect: 
che old nobleman, who had no influence himſelf, ſeemeddiſꝑleaſed 
with this advice, and he anſwered, **,that.to this, day the buyfe of 
&« Timur bad never been faithleſe-to -any -one.” I replied, e 1 
— © no'treaſon, neither but only thouglit it incunbo1't 


te. Cn 
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* on him to ſtand to the terms of the treaty concluded, and there- 
fore very proper to keep the Radja in camp, until the general 
% ſhould enter into the city in his company: a ſtep which might 
„ inform the world that he had really ſubmitted and joined you: 
% and which would likewiſe render the Bengal army more cautious 
« of advancing to the aſſiſtance of a man that had already ſurren- 
f 7 % dered.” To all this he anſwered, that Mahmed F8r ban Was 
the maſter. On this. anſwer, “ I propoſed that he ſhould im- 
« part the advice to that general.” He replied, 7hat as the general 
never aſted any advice of him, ſo he had not the leaſt inclination to ob- 
trude any upon him. At theſe words I loſt my temper, and could 
hot help faying, that,“ if ſuch was the caſe, then honour and cha- 
e racer would ſuffer, and be gone; nor would they leave behind in 
« their ſtead, any thing but repentance. Since your highneſs,” 
added I, „would not chuſe to be hearty in this affair, you ought to 
have taken no ſhare in it at all.” To all this he aſi by 
/ ſome angry words, and I remained filent. The next morning be- 
ing the day appointed for Ram lHaräin s rendering his homage to 
the rince,, I went in my father s company to the hall of Imperial 
audience, and had a full view of the whole ceremony. At laſt 
news came that the Radja was arrived, and in a private conference 
/ | with Mahmed-g8li-ghann; at the concluſion of which, he would 
; be conducted to the preſence by that general himſelf. This intel- 
/ 2 | „H. ligence put me upon propoſing my advice to Munnir-ed-dög!, and to 
ſome others. But every one excuſed himſelf npon his want of in- 
fluence. Whilſt J Was ſpeaking, Mahmed-ggli-AHhan himſelf was 
deſcried, walking ſlowly with the Radja at his fide. He left him at 
3 9 tthe outer door, and having advanced forwardy, and-made a profound 
/ Vern bow, he took his poſt a ezir, at 1 left hand“; after 
17 him ſtood Byram han, Medar cad a, and Vahia han, with a 
ED, / few other, noblethien that had come with the Vezir. My fathe 
; y r in 
[4 his right of paymaſter-general, ſtood at the{prince's right hand, and 
/ / immediately after him ſtood Munnir- ed -doSh, then myſelf: next 
{ to me a number of noblemen and generals of the prince s court .. 


8 _— 


*The left hand all over Aſia, and. from Turkey to Ludia, teing that of the fword and. 
poniard, is the moſt honvurable, 
the 
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FOR) on getting in his place, S ended mentioning Radja 
arhgHardiny and making his, eulogium, . he is ſaid he, a Gentoo 
« very intelligent, and of a, coneiliating nunc, he ipeaks: Perſian 
7 « grammatically, and//there appears ſo much ſenſe and. wiſdom. in 
every thing he ſays, that I | have made him myſAivan, and mydeputy 
at Ilah-abad. The prince, whether, from having heard of my 
propoſal, or from his own good ſenſe, anſwered in theſe very words: 
As you. have been. ſo very little time together, ow. dogs. it; happen that ba 
is become your truſly man as once; On this Medar/afd681a anſwered, 
by paſſing a general encomium upon..the-Radja's fidelity, and upon 
his attachment and zeal to the Imperial. ſervice. At theſe words 
Mirzapls-hac, intent on cutting ſome figure at any rate, broke 
forth, And enumerated anew alli his good qualities; and he went ſo 
fa as to pledge himſelf. for his fidelity and his ſubmiſſion to the Im- 


I -T * 


” 


thouſand tapes] ſpend amongſt them with ſome other preſents, 
had lent a willing ear to the Radja's ambiguous promiſes, and to his 
general profeffions, and of courſe, were now unanimous and pro- 


fuſe in his encomiums. This was very natural; but what could be / / 


the reaſon why neither eee ene. nor any one well- 
wither to their cauſe, had ever thought of putting this plain queſtion 
to the Cachmirian? Suppaſe that the. Radja, after returning into his 
fortreſs, ſhould: refuſe to come out again, (as in fact he did) you that 
pledge yourſelf far the man's. fidelity and ſubmiſſion, | how ſhall you make 
him perform: ns promiſe, or oring him. out again? This man bas been 
Jaithliſo to biz maſter 3 and you, a C os . any to pleage . 


for bis zeal ami attachment 1-1, +; Abt 
Where the cagle is lohüng! its e 2 5 # FI 


% What can be expected from its ſtarving young one! „ : 


Whilſt N. vos were paſſing encomiums on Ramfflariin, he {/ 


was already come into the preſence, where having been made to 
bow in a manner which he had never ſeen in his life, he advancec. 
with limbs trembling, and lips dried up by fear, near to the throne, 
where Medar/fafAg8la laying hold of his hand, which was full of 
Eſhfuffics, and made the Shah-zada accept his Auer and his hom- 
mer oy ron alter the * neral mentioned the Radja's zeal 

4. e e N and 
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„% ad fabrmiflon, and Rippicated- that « qhylast might be pre oi 
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him. The prince complied with the requeſt; and the =zir Ha 
carried Ram. farin into an adjoining tent, put the dreſs of — 
upon him; and aderned his head with a circlet, and an faigerr, re- 
| markable by Phaentes featherstsc; ih as is worn by the Iinpe- 

rial princes. Radja MS8rly-dur having refuſed to be of the party, 
only two perfons more received pn and it was Ahmed-qhan- 
[Goreiſhy, and Muſtepha, if 8ligghan, who were both with the Radja, 
and had bowed: to theffrince. Being all dreſſed in that manner, 
they all returned to the preſence : but the Radja, who had always 
acted as a maſter, and) had never been ſubject to any conftraint, 
was confounded at the reſpectful poſture he was obliged to take, 
and at the repeated bows he was difected to make at every word 
ſpoke to him : he was overcome with heat and fatigue, and quite 
aſtoniſhed at what he beheld. However, as ſoon as he had / returned 
ꝛo himſelf, and found time to breathe freely, and to t from his 
fatigue and ſurpriſe, he doubtleſs, reflected in his mind, on that air of | 
wretchedneſs and miſery that pierced through all the flimſy gaudineſs 
which was intended to diſguiſe the (prince' s condition, and that of 
his famiſhed courtiers. The miſery of what was ſtiled the Imperial 
army, ſtruck his ſenſes forcibly; and he repented heartily of his 
coming. It is true, he did not utter a word of all that; but I com- 
prehended very well his ſenſe of it, from his humbled looks, the 
colour of his complexion, and from the whole caſt of his features; 
he wiſhed himſelf gone, and out of the clutches of thoſe famiſhed 
vultures. A moment after, the general took his leave, and car- 
ried the Radja to the head-quarters, from whence; he had the folly. 
to let ſuch a game eſcape out of his paws, and te diſmiſs the man 
with all the eaſe immaginable. He had been lodged in a tent a 
part, but cloſe to that of Mahmed-f8ti-ghan's; and he had hardly 
commenced to breathe freely, when Mirza/M8fuvi, © one of thoſe 
who had been diſpatched in company with Medar led A8gla, to. 
bring him from the city, was ſent to him with a meſſage in theſe 
words: Ihe government ef Azimabad has been Beflowed on the man 
you know, (meaning Mirza-Jaſſen,”. . younger brother to Mahmied- 


—— 1 FO WE ©. — 


(84) This' is the name given in Hindiu to the binds of Paradiſe, which che Ducch il in = 
from the Moluccas, with feathers and all, 
c81i-qhan) 
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{8 U. Han) and yourſelf have been appointed ſlivan to both the govern-- / / 9 
ments of. Azimabad and Hah-abad, for which I wiſh you joy. This 
particular hag been n a. by perſons. of great credit; who add, 
that Mirza{s-hac, w a happened to come in at that particular mo N K. 

ment, and to be joined to, | ſliraa fs ſuvi in the ſame commiſſion, jm 
could not help expreſſing his ſurpriſe at the numerous improprieties 

of the meſſage. Both the envoys excuſed: themſelves, and reſpect- 

fully repreſented, that ſuch: a meſſage: was not yet of ſeaſonz; 

and that they were certain it would never produce any good at 

«, all. But theſe objections haying anſwered. no other purpoſe than 
that * putting the general in a paſſion, he, ſent one of his guards 

to bring the Radja; and on his coming in, he informed him of the 
(diſpoſitions that had been made. The man very wiſely inclined his 

head in token of conſent, ' congratulated, the new governor on his 

promotion, aſked his protection, and then took his leave and went 

to his tent: in the evening he ſent a truſty, man (it was Mahmed- / Fu 
fac, the cutwal of Azimabad) to inform the general, he was going Hal 
to town in refreſh himſelf; The-general-anGwered: „, You may; 1 

«© wiſh you a good journey. At theſe words, ſome perſons pre- v3 

ſent. repeated to him the advice I had given; but he heard it with ö 
deteſtation, and ſaid, that it was downright treaſon : nor Was any lf7 ; 
ſuch matter ſtipulated in the treaty... T heyanſwered, that they pro- | 

5 poſed no harm at all; but that-it was not ſtipulated neither, that 

« he ſhould return to his caſtle.” At theſe: words, the general's | A 
indignation roſe. to aſbeight; he refuſed to liſten to any thing more / Alek. 4, 
on that ſubject, and added this remark: Let bim return 70 His caſtle, | N 
A much as be pleaſes: Where is the man desi mog to: N tbe Rr 
how of my unſheathed ſalre: ?:: emo 1 WON. Gs 
A blind man having ee eee on aer . 
Made nothing of it himſelf, nor l 1 n pus it bene 

* + aff Profit.” 20 .4 oily. VOY 4 
On the, Radja's coming out of the tent, e upon an * „ SER 

phant, received him into the chair, by the general's directions; and 

he offered to carry him to the city. The Radja conſented; but af+ 

ter having gone a few hundred paces with him, he excuſed himſelf | | | 
"on his * as a Gentoo, forbidden drinking water in the ſame 

| 12 place | / 
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" \\ qtacewitha Muffulmais; and calling for another elephant vf his 
do0oern, he got on his back, and drank water; and then puſhed for- 

A ward / with all the ſpeed which fear and anxiety could give him. 

* | the. Did you not ſay, that he would flyſowt of joy? 


He flew, indeed, but it was like'a peacock that has got rid ef 
| „ its rope. I J gains. 1 | EE 

The firſt words he uttered, on coming within the city was, an 
order to the garriſon to ſtand to their arms, and to man the ram- 
parts, the towers afid the gates: and it was in this manner that an 
affair concluded for Mahmed/CSli{fhan, and that lay at his feet, 
was ſuffered to eſcape out of his hands. That general, proud of 
his proweſs, and full of his on mind, paſſed his days, as well as 
nights, in amuſing himſelf with the performances of a number of 
dance women, with whom he was plunging head long in all 
kinds of pleaſures: fully perſuaded all this while, that the Radja 
was his ſervant, and would never prove refractory. Impreſſed with 
this notion, he was every day ſending ſome new order to his new 
ſubject, with which the other complied in ſome ſhape or other. 


* 


Theſe words were always © carried: by either MirzagH-hac, or by 
/Mace-bearers, who talked high, hut who were ſuffered to talk, the 


governor being anxious only to hear of tbe Bengal army; and mat- 
ters remained on. that footing, until the ſun, getting in the ſign of 
Aries (85), the new year's day drew near; and people, anxious to 
put their predictions to the teſt, were waiting to fee whether Ram- 
&arfin would come out gr not, to preſent the fuzurs and offerings 
cuſtomary on that day T he ſhould come, then fortune had been 
more favourable to Mahmed-g8li-ghan than he had deſerved; Flee 
ſhould not, then all that had been fancied and ſchemed by that ge- 
neral, was nothing but whim and dream. At laſt the new year's 
day came, and then Ram/Marain ſent to both theſprinee and / Hene- 
ral the number of urdffies uſual on that day, together with a vaſt 
quantity of eggs, plain, red and painted; as welk as a number of 
trays full of ſeveral kinds of ſweetmeats and eonfectionary, made 
lozenge ways, and covered with gold and ſilver leaf; hut he did not 
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, (35) The new year's day falls, fur the Indians, on the 2 1ſt or 22d of March, juſt at the 
vetnal equinox, 422 28 14 - 44.4 44 » Sf I + 2 . 923 we T..# 4 2 , — Ti 3 
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move from his lodgings: he excuſed himſelf at the ſame time on 
his being entirely taken up with executing the orders ſent him; and 


| he likewiſe wrote letters of excuſe to the prinbipal grandees; fo that 
it became aſcertained now, that he would come 'no more. - This 


was the general opinion, excepted, however, that of the ſenſeleſs 


5 Mahmed-f8li-ghan, who, truſting to his own ideay/of the i 
continued to believe him as much his ſervant as ever. 


Theſſr 


ſure, which fine women could afford by their voices and dances, 
came at laſt to remember of politicks; and it was reſolved 
that the army ſhould move from that ſpot, and encamp on the 
other fide of the city, in that part which looks Eaſtwards to Ben- 


gal: but as the high road goes through the main ſtreet, and through 
ſeveral markets of it, Ram Hara in ſent word to camp, © that the 
„Imperial army, conſiſting moſtly of Moghls, a ſort of people 
from which the inhabitants were particularly afraid, it was ap- 


© prehended, that if they came to paſs through the city with thoſe 


«« fwarms of plunderers that always followed armies; many diſorders 


„ and violences might take place, which might induce the gentle- 
« men of the city to take arms in their own defence, and weuld 


give occaſion to much quarrelling and much blood ſhed in the 


« very heart of Azimabad; that he hoped therefore it would be 
« found convenient and proper to ſend the pioneers of the army 
£6 to make a road Southward of the city, on the ſkirts of a lake 
„% now dried up, along which the' artillery, and carriages of the 


* army would roll with more facility, as they would be aſſiſted by 
the city pioneers, which were no leſs his ſervants, than thoſe of 


60 the army; and that once the road made, he conceived that the 


ec general himſelf would find it more commodious for going to en- 


% camp at Djaaferf han s ſeat, which was Eaſtward of the city.“ 


An expedient ſo artfully propoſed could not fail of being adopted 
by Mahmed-f8li-ghan,” who ordered the army to march that way, 
firmly perſuaded ſtill that Ram, Haräim was his fervant, and a man 
incapable” of ſenterte 


— 


ming thoughts of refiſtarice | or independence: : 


UER © 


ſome days were ads in the encampment ; and every day uſed to 


produce 


rince and hig Merit having ſpent much time in celebrating N 
the new year's day, and in enjoying to fatiety every kind of plea- 
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produce meſſages, with new orders about ſending the papers rela- 
tive to the income and expenditure of the province; and every day 
the meſſengers and [Mace-bearers' aſſumed a higher tone of voice, 
and exerciſed authority wherever they went. All that was borne 
with calm and patience. by the Radja, , who ſubmitted to every 
thing, and endeavoured by every means in his power to keep the 


ns 'Y "I in good humour. At laſt news came to the Radja, that 


eldeſt ſon, as well as deputy of? Mir Thaafer „Ahan, 
we 101 out of Moorſhoodabad with the 2 in battle, and his 
clit. This chanced to be at the very time when Mahmed- 
Ggli-Ahan' s Hace- beaters and meſſengers, preſuming on their maſ- 


ter's power, had exceded all bounds in their threats and violences; ; 


inſomuch, that both M8rly-dur and Ram/Harkin had loſt all . pati- 
_ ence. The latter ſtill intended to go on with diſſembling, and with 
a ſubmiſſive behaviour, until Mircea a che / Colonel ſhould be near 
enough to adminiſter corporal Fhalkfernent to that ſenſeleſs general, 
as well as to his inſolent troops, without his being at any trouble 
for it himſelf: But ſuch was the overbearing and outrageous: beha- 
viour of the / Mace- bearers, that they diſturbed this arrangement. 
Msrly-dur himſelf had loſt all patience; and he was anxious to re- 
eſtabliſh his character, by throwing away the maſk at once, and 
fighting the enemy for a few days; but the Radja prevailed upon 
him to keep his temper, and to wait a few days more, after hav. 
ing waited ſo long: and he added, that as ſoon as the Engliſh 
ſhould make their appearance, it would be then time to cudgel 
theſe inſolent fface- bearers into better manners, and to drive them 
totally away. It is a common adage, that many a fool will ſome- 
times act like a wiſeman; but Mahmed-£8li-Ghan was none of 
thoſe ; his conduct was a continual ſcene. of ignorance and folly : 
nor was it but after an immenſe deal of miſery and trouble, that he 


found out his having been miſtaken, Perpetually deſpiſing any 


opinion, not his on, he rendered uſeleſs, and of no avail, that 
very ſmall ſtock of wildogs that aht. be in his camp; and he 
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went bluntly on with truſting none but his own: inſufficient! genius, 
Matters came to ſuch a paſs at laſt; that nothing remained to him, 
but to bite his own hands out of deſpair: and 1 16 what. we Gal 

- Radja Ram . tiaving 1 the, 8 on, po _ up * 0 
the inſolencies and extortions of the 
was arrived; at laſt drove away thoſe men, and made uſe of their 
miniſtry to aſk Mahmed/68li „What he meant by endleſſſy 
. ſending his diſorderly ſervants with haughty meſſages, about the 
«© accounts of Azimabad, and the expenditure of the public money? 


T owed you, added he, as to my ſuperior, a. vifit. and a preſent, and 


that ceremony I have gone through; but that: is all: for I acknowledge 
no maſter, but the Nazem of Bengal; and if you are diſpleaſed with this 


meſſage, take your/party by all means. This meſſage awakened Mah- 


med-cgli-qhan from his lethargy: he fell into a paſſion, exhaled 


e- bearers, until his tine 


his anger alternately in a abuſive language, and in high-flown threats, 


and at laſt he ſwore that to-morrow he would unkennel from his 


hole, that man who was ſo daring as to talk with a tone of inde- 


pendence with him: at the ſame time he ſent word to the Prince, 
that to- morrow he would make an attack upon the place; requeſt- 
ing that the troops of his majeſty might aſſiſt in puniſhing that de- 
ceitful, faithleſs man. Accordingly the{frince ſent for my father,, 
and directed him to be ready at day- break, with all the troops and 


comm̃anders i in his ſervice, in order to attend Mahmed £8li han, 


whom he was to obey in whatever he ſhould command. On hear- 


ing this order, Vahyaſghan, who was couſin-german, as well as / 


ache. 5 


ſon-in-law, to the/ Vezir Camery{adin ban, got up directly, and 
with a view to ſhew his bravery and zeal, as he thought, but, in fact, 
only his ignorance and impudenee, he mounted his horſe, and hay- 
ing aſſembled his people, he advanced with them cloſe to Haider- 


| Nevaz 's ſeat, where my father was encamped: there he kept 


his people under arms the whole night, and ſdrewe, what he thought 
an intrenchment, for his protection; without it once coming into 
his head, that ſuch a work, in the middle of an encampment, and 
at ſuch a diſtance from the walls, would anſwer no other purpoſe 
than that of tiring his people, Pending his money uſeleſſly, and be- 
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traying his ignorance. At day- break my father, at the head of the 
generals and grandees of the prince's court, mounted; and all, with 
their ſoldiers, ranged themſelves before theic lord's tent, as did 
Mahmed-F8li- han's commanders and men, before war geo 
quarters; and I, the poor man, was in my father's company. They 
all received orders to prepare for an attack, and were diſmiſſed ac 
cordingly. Amongſt the commanders: of Mahmed-pgli- Hhan's 
troops, was one Mir-hoſſein-ghan;z a man who had ſo good an opi- 
nion of himſelf, as to think he was the principal commander, and 
alſo the braveſt ſoldier in the army. This man ſet out with his on 
men, and took poſt at Ram rains ſeat, over againſt the little gate, 
or wicket of the city. Every one in the ſame manner ſought out 
ſome ſpot which he thought would anſwer his purpoſe. My father 
with both his old ſoldiers, and his new levies, took poſt in the plain 
over againſt the horſe- market, and the tower oppoſite to it; and as 
moſt of the prince's commanders, had been formerly in my father's 
ſervice, or were otherwiſe attached to him, they ſtrove: to be in his 
company, and wiſhed to diſtinguiſh themſelves under his eyes. 
At this very moment, and whilſt-my father was advancing to the 
attack, his younger brother, Abdol/Yehhab{han, who was of the 
ſame age and temper of mind with me, the poor man; and who 
had for me, his idiot nephew, the utmoſt kindneſs, made at once his 
appearance. This nobleman, after having kiſſed his elder brother's: 
ſtirrup, ſaid that he had brought his family with him, and,landed- 
them at the garden or ſeat of Lon-golah, cloſe to the/Mauſoleum of 
their forgiven father, where he wanted to plant a ſtandard, which 
he requeſted from my father, as a ſafe- guard for his family and bag- 
gage. As it appeared that there would be an attack, and he was 
apprehenſive left his family ſhould ſuffer by the garriſon's making 
a fally, the ſtandard was granted ; but as I had by no means any 
confidence in it, I requeſted that his family ſhould be brought di- 
rectly to the place where we were, as being more to be depended 
upon, than any ſtandard whatever. My advice was not attended 
to. He took the ſtandard- bearer with him, placed him at the door 
of the garden, took leave of his family, and came back to the 
field of battle, being unwilling, ſaid he, to part company wäth 1s 
| good 
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ce brother and good nephew in 4 day of battle. That noble- 


man had come from Bayat-p8r, notwithſtanding all the repreſen- 
tations of Alla Uh t's ſons, with whom he lived, and who 
objected, but ty vain, _ the journey he intended. Theſe repre- 
| ſehtdtions did not affect him: for ſo ſoon as he came to hear that 
his elder brother cut ſuch a confpicuous figure in the prince's army, 


and court, he quitted his place of reſidence, and letting out with 
his conſort, family, children, and dependants; and with whatever 


ſavings he had been able to ſet by theſe many years, he came to 
render His brother a viſit. A moment after, a ball of cannon came 
amongſt us from the city walls; and, as if this had been only a 
ſignal, the cannon commenced firing every where againſt thoſe 


parts where they could deſcry bodies of our troops: fo that balls 
ain's ſeat, 


in plenty went over our heads, and ſpread in Ram fr 
which was near the city-walls, and over againſt the imall gate cal- 
led the Ranny' s wicket, where Mir -Ruſſein- han had taken his 
ſtation, in expectation of an aſſault. By this time the fire of can- 


non and muſquetry was increaſing on both ſides; and it appeared 


that onr's was ſomewhat ſuperior. bsi han himſelf, 
mounted on an elephant, and ſurrounded by a g 


common throng of men againſt that part, concluded that Mah- 


med-#81i-qhan himſelf muff be there, or poſſibly ſome other principal 


eat number of men, 
came amongſt us. This was over againſt the horſe-market-tower, 
where commanded M8rly-dur. This man, on obſerving an un- 


commander; and accordingly he exhorted the gunner to fire amongſt 


that multitude,” and if poſſible, to hit the man on the elephant. 
The gunner did as he was bid, and ſent his balls in plenty; killing 
people at the right and left of Mahmed-g81i- han, over whoſe head 
ſome balls paſſed every moment. One of theſe paſſed a very little 


way above mine, and furrowed the ground for ſome time. Such an 


unprofitable bravery: being not of my liking, I could not help ſay- 
ing ſomething of it to my father, who-was in his palenkin at a ſmall 
diſtance from Mahmed-f8li-ghan: ; © My Lord,” faid, © what ad- 
«© vatitage are we likely to reap by ſtanding like ſo many marks 


i: 


4 


«© againſt theſe cannon-balls of the enemy's?” To this he anfwered 


coldly by theſe words: You kus that I neddle with nothing, It 
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% may. be ſo,” replied I; „but then the matter muſt he men- 
„ tioned to the/ eneral of the army; and it muſt be repreſented. to 
« him, that if an aſſault is intended, it would anſwer no purpoſe at 
all to ſtand there mounted on an elephant, and. to offer ſo fair a 
mark to every cannon- ball from the rampart. I added, that 
* ſhould his/Ambary chance to be hit, ſuch an accident would be 
88 enough to put the whole army in an uproar, and to diſhearten the 0 
6s braveſtfin which caſe the whole would take fright, and diſperſe. im- 
mediately. If we intend to take the place by aſſault (an operation 
« after all, which requires more vigor of mind. than I ſee any where, 
« in this army) it. is ſuch a piece of work as, cannot be reckoned 
« eaſy: for t govergor has within the place no leſs than four or 
« five thouſan horſep, and ten or twelve thouſand .muſqueteers, 
6. with a large number of. ſwivels, and a quantity of large cannon, 
« diſpoſed over every. part of the walls. He has abundantly every 
« thing neceſſary for a vigorous reſiſtance : and in caſe of need, 
« he would be ſupported by the whole body of the nobles and 
« gentlemen ſettled within the city. But there is more than 
all that: even after having got within the city, an enemy would 
« find a reſiſtance in every ſtreet, and would be obliged.to renew 
the engagement; nor does it appear, that the artillery which. I. 
„have ſeen, will ever be able, to make a breach into ſuch ſtout 
„„ walls and ramparts. A few days ago, when a ſalutary advice 
as given, no one would hear it; and now, that all men talk of 
« fighting, they only come to a ſlaughter, and to no purpoſe ſtand ) 
« expoſed round. the walls, mounted upon their elephants, like fo 
« many marks to ſhoot at. One would think that the .beſt expe- 
dient would be to avail themſelves of ſome buildings cloſe to the 
walls, in order to get over them; after which they might march | 
under cover of houſes and ſtreets, up to Moorid Khan's houſe, 
„which is on the water-ſide, and cloſe to the citadel. ' Under 
% cover of that building, and of, the neighbouring ones, the troo- 
«« pers might alight, and ſtand ready for an aſſault againſt the walls 5 
« of the fort, which being an old building of two hundred years 
« ſtanding, and entirely out of repair, fo. that hardly the bricks: 
and ones can ſtand together, 1t might be Wes 11 down 
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£r:by*a" couple of-guns propelly ſerved for one day; or even leſs; 
and as ſoon as ſuch a large breach is effected, the place may be 
« eaſily taken by aflault, or by only ordering the muſqueteers to 
„ march up. IJ eoneluded, by ſaying, that ſuch a ſcheme was far 


71 


from being itfipraRicable ; and that it was likely to be attended 


1 b ſacceſs: n My father liſtened attentively to his advice, and he 
Was going to impurt it to-MahmedfE8li&han, when the latter, of 
his/own motion, quitted the place where he was, and advanced 
Weſtwazd;'' My father followed, and I. went with him, towards 


ſome ruined buildings, over againſt the horſe- market tower; there 
Mahmed-f8li-fhan ſtopped, and making his elephant knee], he 


ſent for my father, whom he deſired to mount on higfmhary, where 
he commenced ſpeaking earneſtiy to him. After advancing ſome 
hundred yards, my father ſent for me, and I ran up thither, and made a 
bow to thee eneral;onwhich my father faid, that the lordRayvab wiſh- 
ed to ſend me on an Kubaſſy to Ram feht. Texpreſſed my readineſs, 
but obſerved; that it would not be poffible for me to get ad- 
mittance, at a time when the Radja, ſhut up within the walls, was 
intent on his defence, and nothing came from the ramparts but bul- 
lets and balls. At theſe words, 1 beckonned to a man on 
horſeback, and on his coming near, he ſaid, This gentleman is an 
«acquaintance of mine, and belongs to the corps of Sheh- Ramid- 
* {dadin, a commander of Ram lardin's; he was yeſterday enter- 
<- tained within the walls in that commander's houſe, and he is now. 
coming out of thence. It appears by his report, that Ram-narin 
r ſaid to the above commander, that he (Ram- Hardin) had made a 
« viſit to me, had ſubmitted to my will, and thereby incurred the 
teh reſentment of the viceroy of Bengal for ever; and that neverthe- 
*« leſs I had attacked him, and ſought his deſtruction, at the very 
te time he thought that all was adjuſted and ſettled. On theſe over- 
ce tures, added the / neral, Flamid,eddin hes thought proper to 
«<- ſend with this gefitleman a meſſage tot me, to give me notice, 
*<- that if I could reſolve on forgiving N s behaviour, he 
e would undertake to bring him ꝛo me ag 


0 


Now I defire you to 


© go to Os! andi to tell him from me, that if he chuſes to bY 


We himſe at the gute of ſubmiſſion and love, we alſo ſhall for- 
Wt 7 ; > 7 hs 
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get what is paſt, and remain firm in our promiſes and agreement; 
« as we bear him no ill will at all, and on the contrary, we are defirous 


« to ſee him obedient and faithful. To this I anſwered, that if all 


that had any foundation, how came it that Ram.-Aaräin had not ſent 
out a man of his own with a meſſage? On this objection, the man 
on horſeback anſwered, that the meſſage he had brought was from 
him, and in conſequenee of his order to She 
hearing which words, the general added: No matter : : Where Is 
“the inconvenĩemt in out ſending a meſſage to the Radja? So ſoon as 
« you ſhall be returned from the city, we ſhall know better what 
« weare to think of the truth or falſehood of this piece of news. 
Theſe words impoſed me ſilence; and finding that he was incapable 
of diſtinguiſhing the probable from the improbable, I ſaid that I had 
no objections, and that if ſuch was his pleaſure, I would go hut 
that I thought the lord av vab ought in the meanwhile to retire to 
ſome place, and to recall his people; this being the ſhorteſt method 
for ſilencing their fire, and for rendering the way to and ftom the 
city as free as before; indeed, the only one that could put it im my 
power to find acceſs to the Radja;: I added, that on my cuining bark 
I would give an account of what I had ſeen and heard. Thechene- 
ral replied, that 152 the hl ceaſed I= on his webs 


his 


„„ 


.*< Radja was neceſſitated to do as be did, as the e — 


* marching up to an aſſault, and he had only put himſelt upon his 
defence; that ſhould, he ceaſe firing, the beſiegers would in a mo- 


ment get over the walls, and maſter the city. How then could 
ha ccaſe firing? and unleſs firing ſhould ceaſe, Hou could Imake 


my way good into the. city? Muſquet-balls and cannon- balls do 


not make any diſtinction between an enemy and an / embaſſador. "MN 


Ihe man on horſeback, on hearing theſe words, ſaid: Let him 
come with me, and 1 will carry him thither i in all ſafety.” Mith 
all my heart, anſwered x; T1 will go wherever he will go himſelf; and ſo 
ſaying, I took my leave, We went together for ſome while, when 
Abdol [Vehhab/ghan, my uncle, out of tenderneſs for me, joined us 
by the way, and ſaid that he would neyer ſuffer his good nephew to 
go alone. The man on horahnok ED himſelf of everyicover to 
| | ſhelter 


id/Eddin. On 
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ſuelter himſelf from the balls that flew about, went on until we ar- 
rived at Ram Hardin” s ſeat; which was the poſt which MirgMuſſcin- / . 
Alan. with ſome thouſand muſqueteers, had choſen for his ſtütion / 
And as the balls fle about like a ſtorm of hail, it became utterly 
impoſſible to get out of tlie garden, or even to ſhew one's head with- 
out the encloſure of it, as it was cloſe to a tower, and there was no 
ſuch thing as a ſhelter or a cover in the interval. There I took 
ſorne te poſe, and getting up again, I bid the man procced, and 
that I would follow. The man, aſtoniſned at the danger, excuſed 
himſelf, and ſaid that we muſt firſt of all look out for our way, and 
then ſet out with it: but the balls rained in ſuch quantities, that 
there was no venturing out at all. The man non- pluſed, wrote a 
note to Hamid ddin, and prevailed upon his ſervant to carry it. 7 
The ſervant came back in a little time, and ſaid there was no-paſſing 
forwards: the man, inſtead of being quiet, commenced urging his 
ſervant, and at laſt he offered him five rupees to carry the note. 
The ſeruvant impatiented, aſked, © ©, Whether he thought money 
% more precious than life? And ſince you, ſaid he, «that are my 
maſter,” dare not venture out, how can I, who am but a ſervant; 
« penture upon ſuch an attempt? Lam a man myſelf, and have 
* about me ſome of that very fleſh and that very blood, which my 
te betters are ſo: careful of: poor men are juſt ſuch men as the 
erich ones. This dialogue diverted me a little; I was inclined to 
Heng but the man non; pluſed ſaid, that we had better go back. oe 
| Fanſwered as I had hitherto done, that he was my guide, and that 
I would follow him. The man, aſhamed of himſelf, returned; and - AP 
| ow our being arrived cloſe to Mahmed- $li-ghan, that ſcheral aſked 15 Fs / 
e What news! I anſwered, © Pleaſe toaſk my guide. The 
Sen ſoon found out what was ah matter: and the man confoun- / 
"ded, hung his head, ſaid not a word, and ſhrunk away. 7 
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As to myſelf, I remained on the ſpot, looking at what cheſs” | 
gastelele generals, and officers were doing: in the evening Ireturn- 
ed home; and in an hour's time, was followed by my father: moſt 
of the commanders likewiſe returned to their: quarters; but the 
troops remained where they were, to guard their poſts, and their 


W At night, the plunderers of · both ſides, availing them- 
{elves 
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fate; and his lady and children found themſelves in the morning 


plain, and throughout the whole camp; he ſpent che night in run- 
ning about, and about the dawn of day, he was returning in deſ- 
| pair to my father's quarters, when he unexpectedly found them 


n 

| PHE: SE1RGMUTA QUERIN37O "74 
ſelves of the ſecurity in which the inhabitants of the out- houſes of 
the city, were ſleeping (and theſe, truſted entirely... to the ſafe- 
guard ef the ꝙrince s. preſence, who, in fact, was; encamped 
amongſt hams plundered | thoſe; poor people, ſet their houſes on 


fire, and deprived them of their little all. In the confuſion, the 
family and baggage of Vehhab, dalia ghan underwent the ſame 


without a ſingle farthing, or a yard of cloth or apparel; luckily 
for them, that ſome generous officer paſſing by at the very nick of 
time, interpoſed timely enough to ſave the honour of that forlorn 
family; which, but for his interference, was going to be wrecked. | 
He brought thoſe hopeleſs. women to camp, and having lodged 
them there, under ſome: trees, he went away. All this time the 
unfortunate owner was ſearching for them throughout the whole 


under the trees, that were behind his encampment. The unfortu- 
nate nobleman, without minding their being almoſt naked, feturn- 
ed thanks to God, for their having efcaped with their honour. He 
then remembered the advice I had rey him; but n 
it when it was too late. A 1 e 
Matters being as we have been ng there is no. wonder | 
in my reſolving to quit this camp, although indeed, on my very firſt. 
caſting my eyes upon theſe blundering generals, and ſenſeleſs poli- 
ticians, I had long ago deſpaired of their ever being able to do any 
thing: at laſt I took my final reſolution, being anxious about my own 
family which I had left in the city. But it chanced, that my illuf- 
trious mother, with all our families, was already in camp. On the 
evening of the day which preceded the attack on the city walls, her 
highneſs, my mother, (whoſe ſhadow may long remain ſtretched 
over me!) hearing that her huſband, my father, was in Mahmed- 
8li-qhan' s army, had ſet out, with a number of ladies, our rela- 
tions, each of them in a covered chair, and each with a female ſer- 
ne a few. e. and ſome e e her intention be- 
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| ing, to pay her reſpects to her haſband. With that vw, ſhe ad- 
vanced towards the weſtern gate, where the guards oppoſed her paſſing 
further ; but notice of this being ſent to Ram-yarain, he ordered 
that no one ſhould: preſame to moleſt her, or her retinue; and this 
was an important ſervice which he rendered our family; for had 
Miren, on his arrival at Azimabad, found them within the city, 


God knows what mercileſs uſage he would have offered them. Ty 


Almighty: be thanked for this m roof of his providence- 
Some time after, Mahmed-p8li- han having found his aa 
encampment incommodious, , quitted Djaafer Aan s garden, and 
went to encamp ſouthward of the city, in a part which the lake 


had left dry, and which was out of the reach of the enemy's fire. 


As for me, having tarried two or three days more in camp, to exa- 
mines ſittle more into the perverſe intentions, and blundering ſchemes 
of theſe. ignorant generals and famiſhed grandees, with which it 
ſwarmed, I became tired of my ſituation; and could not help «ex- 
preſſing my uneaſineſs to my forgiven father. I obſerved, that 
e the number of unfortunate objects that were now preſent with 
% him, were not capable of following on foot: that ſuch a city 
% was not likely to be taken, by ſuch an army, in many months to 
« come: that mean while the army from Bengal, with the Engliſh 
* at. their head, would ſoon arrive; and that Mahmed-#8li 6 oa 
*.would in time be tired, and in time return to his own country: 

s ſo that if his highneſs choſe now to do ſomething for thoſe un- 
e fortunate objects, and to provide a retreat for them, it would be 
„ very well; elſe, the matter would become impoſlible in a few 
% days. At theſe words he aſſumed a peeviſh countenance, and 
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/ 8 that as to himſelf he could do nothing; and that they fo 


had better do as to-them might ſeem beſt. On receiving this an- 
ſwer; I provided ſome covered coaches and carriages for them and 
their little baggage, and I procured a further ſupply from the head 
cart - man of {Alem/{ und, one of the ſuburbs of the city, who was 


my acquaintances with theſe, and a ſupply of chair-men, I con- 


trived to obtain an eſcort from the zemindar, Puhluvan- fing, wich 


a which I ſet out. with my mother, my conſort, and my family. to 


e with the families of * cw} a of — 
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| qhan, and of my two brothers. We paſſed the Sohon about Colbr. 
and we arrived ſafe in that zemindar's country, where I took * 


abude for ſome days at Saharſeram, in the habitation of Shah4 
am: /Cedio, grand ſon of Shah/Cahlen, who was Qill living: and I 
was waiting the events which time might bring forth, when one 


day the Shah-zada and Mahmed-f8li-y han, led by their ill fortune, 


made ſuddenly their appearance at aharſeram, and afforded me 
again the opportunity of kiſſing the duſt of the paternal feet. This 
ſtrange event was brought about in the following anner: 
After my departure from the army, Mahmed-f8li- an, with 
the Shah-zada's generals, made many efforts to take the city: he 
advanced his trenches very near the foot of the wall, and. loſt à great 


number of men in killed and wounded ; but as all theſe pains and 


all this trouble were taken with no knowledge, and no intelligence | 
at all, they produced no advantage; and they only ſerved to betray” 
much ignorance and incapacity. Mahmed-E8li-ghan, who had 
directed his efforts againſt the tower of Mehdy/undj, ordered 
his pioneers. to {ap the bottom of the wall. It was on the ninth 
day. of the fiege;/and five men ventured to execute his orders. But the 
wall from above, having given way, ſmothered three or four of 
them; and the fifth only eſcaped. The aſſault was given imme 
diately. The beſieged, without being diſmayed, were throwing on 
the aſſaulters ſuch quantities of powder-bags and other fires; and 
the neighbouring tower ſent ſuch a ſhower of bullets amongſt 
them, that numbers that had got on the third part of the height of 
the breach, as well as ſome that had been higher, were ſcorched' 
by the powder on fire, or wounded by the bullets, and they rolled 
down in heaps. Great numbers beſides, were ſlain or wounded at 
the foot of the breach. They ſay that about two hundred men, 
or more, loſt their lives in that manner; nor could the breach be 

got over. At night the troops retired within their trenches; but 
in the morning, in conſequence of ſome meſſages that paſſed be- 
tween the Shah-zada, and Mahmed-ęgli- an, the latter took of- | 
fence; and having ordered his troops to withdraw from the foot of: 
the, wall, he talked of returning; to: his: country. The ffince; in- 


formed that he had vole ner part of his baggage and tents, 
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© thought ene to/fay him a viſitfr 
ons, and where he eũgaged him to ſend a con 
gage, and to attack the wall anew. But muc 
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herehe : made ſome conceſ- 
order to his bag- 


4 poſts, it became too late to re-commence an attack the next morn- 
ing: therefore another aſſault was given, and this was ſupported 
with ſo much vigor, that Ramtariin and his people, intimidated 


by ſuch a perſeverance, were on the point of abandoning the walls, 


and of flying by the oppoſite gate: and this was the ſtate of things, 


when in the afternoon it appeared that the beficgers were retiring 


of their own accord. | 

This ſingular retreat was owing: to two important pieces of in- 
telligence, which Mahmed-eSli-ꝗghan received at the ſame time. 
The firſt was, that the Bengal army, with the Engliſh at their 
clbows, was at hand: The ſecond, that the fortreſs of Ilah- abad 


was loſt for him; Shuja A831 having artificiouſſy availed him 


elf of Mahmed-g8li-ghan's abſence, to deceive the governor, and 
to take poſſeſſion of that fortreſs. The general aſtoniſhed and 
confounded at two. ſuch pieces of news, thought it better for Aim 
to abandon the ſiege, and to turn himſelf towarils Shuja-ed-fo8la, 


in hopes cf being able to impreſs him with ſome regard for thoſe 


richts of coi ſnguinity, which ſubſiſted between them. The 


event proved, that he preſumed too much upon ſuch ties; and as 


fortune had now turned her back upon him, and the, day of his 
death was drawing near, he did preciſely what he ought: never to 


have done. Having once refolved to return, he neglected the at- 
tack; and on the evening of that ſame day, he appointed the next 


morning for his march. IIe then retired to his quarters, and gave 


the Shah-zada notice of his intention, and of the arrival of the 
Bengal army with its Engliſh. The Shah-zada adviſed him to ſhew - 
more firmneſs; and he repeated two or three times his entreaties and 


meſſages thereon; but with ſo little effect, that finding the / g eneral 


inflexible, he determined to retire. likewiſe, and to ſeek out ſome 
aſylum ſomewhere, In Ne morning, every one found out, by the 
total change in the diſpoſition of the army, that they were going 


to to decamp. In vain did Fchluran-ing, . en and ſome 
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time having been 


_ already ſpent in meſſages, before the troops could return to their 
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others attached to. 'Mahmed-p8li-qhanz "ite Jy reflect on the im- 
propriety.of expeeting to pecify SHuja: d-fovia, and on the neceſ- 
fity of tarrying ſome diys, more, as whatever remained for him to 
do, was to be done at elt foot of chat walls, until ſome other 

| Fa ht be taken. 1 Theſe femonſtrances availed nothing: and 
in the tlofhing a he beat the genera), and prepared to return to his 
own country. It was at this very moment that the Franſis, M8/her 
Laſs (86), arrived in ca 1 "his forcizher entreated him to ſtay a 
couple of days more, to ſce howhe would manage with'the walls. 
« Fe obſerved that this was the purpoſe for which he had come 
„ running, and out of breath, from Chitur-p8rz- and he offered 
ce to let him do as he ſhould think proper, as ſoon as that ſhort delay 
% ſhould be over.“ But Mahmed- Asli Hhan would hear nothing; 
ſo that Mg ſher Laſs, amazed at this ſuddẽn diſpoſitionof providence, 
reſolved to return likewiſe; but thought it incumbent upon him to 
pay firſt a viſit to the Shah-zada. The Shah-zada liſtened to the 
meſſage/and deferred his departure accordingly, until the troops that 
followed Macher Laſs ſhould come up. As ſoon as they arrived 
Ms cher Laſs payed, his reſpects to the prince, and aſked what part 
he intended to EK Fhe prince frankly acknowledged, that 
<« hitherto he had joined Mahmed- E81i-ghan' 8 cauſe, on the hopes 
ce of finding with him reſources/to ſupport his trosps and his did 
ee nity; but now that the . was bent on returning to his own 

country, he (theffrince did not find in himſelf either thoſe trea- 
“ ſares, or thoſe neceſſaries requiſite for fighting the Bengal army; 
and that his circumſtances being ſuch, FRY was forced to retire 
ce towards © nitur-p3r, in order to wait what ſhould happen next.“ 
As 'MSther Laſs himſelf was ſettled in that country, he approved 


% 
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his reſolution of retiring thither; but he always made it a point to 


Precede him b ſome coſſes. On his paſſing at Sahar ſcram, I went 
to {oc that foreigner; he much complained of the grandees of Hin- 
doſtan, who by their r miſintelligences ſecmed to ind nothing but 
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2 b86) The Frenchinan, This M8ther Laſs, is the fame whom the French called Monſieur 


Laſs, a ſon to the fainous Scochman, John Law, comptiuller of the finances in 1720, at 
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n ws the ruin of all the world beſides; and he ſeverely 
reflected on Mahmed-f8li- han's precipitation, which he aſcribed, / / | 
wholly to his ignorance and incapacity. I have ſeen,” added he, 
« all the country from Bengal to Shahffchan{Abad, and have been. // 
« able to obſerye nothing but the ruin of the poor, and the ©” —— 
« preſſion of the leſſer ones, by their rulers and ſuperiors. And al- 
« though I have propoſed to ſome of thoſe ignorant inconſiderate. 
e Princes, namely, to che /leair Umfaſ ll Anulk, and to Shuja-&d- / le J. 
*</Ao81a, to endeavour to bring order, tranquillity and union in the. / 
| 1 Mfrcr which, Bengal might be cafily recovered from the. 45 ſerrt 5 
2 Engliſt; I have found attention no where; and no where did. 
% any one pay any regard to my repreſentations : ; nor did any one. 
* ſo, much as once examine the BOY? and bad fide of my propoſed, 
* expedition.“ : 8 
This ſtranger, 5 Cre 1 on the Cats ſubject, pro- 
ceeded on his journey; and Mahmed-f8li-ghan, with the Shah- f / 
Zada, arrived ſome hours after, My father Was Wich. him; but. th 
I could. eaſily obſerve a great / ehange i in him: he took up his abode. ltr in, 
in the ſame houſe with me; bitterly complained. of the. ignorance | 
and ſupineneſs of theſe two men; Pr ofeſſed himſelf ſick of follow 
ing them; and aſked me what I thought was, to be done? I an- 
ſwered, « That it would be improper in him to return to Shah-. / 1 / 
*{zcbanfAbad, where he had every thing to fear from Umed . 
« Mulk's reſentment; nor was it probable, that the Shah- by 4 8. 
* friendſhip and power would anſwer any purpoſ- in protecting and. 
| “ bringing away his family, now forſaken in that capital: that on. 
one hand there was no ſimilarity ſuthcient between his highneſs' $. 
c character, and that of Shuja- -d68la' 8, to countenance ſuch a. 7 
9 ſtep, as that of his going to take ſervice with that prince; and. 
* on the other, an end had been put to the connections of our fa- 
* milies with the people of Bengal, by our having followed our 
« father's fortunes, and attached ourſelves to the .Shah- zada: ſo. 
« that I ſaw but one party left, which might poſſibly give umbrage 
< to his highneſs, but Which required our acquieſcence; and this 
* was to attach ourſelves to Pahluvan-ſing, a; powerful zemindar 
« of this R who was in 1 e in the province, in great 
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72 39,4, 66 credit with both MScly-dur and Ramgarkin\ and who, beſides 
% a good body of troops, was maſter of more treafures than would 
ce be immagined: that to all appearance he would find means to 
« make an agreement with government; but that I thought like- - 
«« wiſe, that out of a point of honour, he would fo far compre- 
« hend him in the treaty, as to do nothing for himſelf, unleſs he 
« had done ſomething handſome for his gueſt: that by ſuch a ma- 
nagement, there was a poſſibility of our family's recovering our 
1 landed eſtate again, upon the product of which his highneſs 
2 e might paſs his days in peace and plenty.” My illuſtrious father 
* Heard attentively, but remained filent a while; / and he then ſaid, 
„That he would not be much pleaſed, indeed, with the expedient 
I had propoſed; but that nevertheleſs we ought to take it up, as 
% we had no other at our diſpoſal.” Upon this reſolution, his 
| highneſs decamped from Saharſeram, and went to pitch his tents _ 
/ a cloſe to thoſe of Pahluvan-fing's, upon the little river of Durgaoty. 
| The Radja no ſooner heard who he was, than he made him a viſit, 
in which he behaved in the moſt reſpectful and moſt obliging man- 
ner, thinking it a happineſs, as he expreſſed it, to travel in his 
company. He alſo imparted to his highneſs his own ſcheme, which 
was, firſt, © To prevail upon the Shah-zada to return towards the 
« eaſt, for the purpoſe of fighting Miren and his Engliſh: ſecond- 
« ly, to take M8ſher Laſs in his own pay, in which caſe he would 
&«& furniſh all the money neceſſary for aſſembling a powerful army, 
and would find means to afford to the expences of the expedition; 
« his ſole aim being to acquire a name that might reach the lateſt 
e poſterity;” he added, © that he was bent on this deſign; had 
taken his chance; had ſubmitted, before-hand, to his deſtiny; 
«* and would encounter whatever might happen, provided he could 
<« avenge his maſter's death.” The Radja ſent me ſeveral times 
with meſſages to the above purport, both to the prince and to 
M3ſher Laſs; but as he was a zemindar by trade, neither the 
Shah-zada nor M8ſher Laſs, would repoſe any confidence on his 
/ l len, promiſſes. The Shah-zada at laſt took the party of writing to 
Colonel Clive: this letter was intended to give a fair colouring to 
his retreat, to leſſen the levity and diſgrace of all that undertaking, 
and 
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and to impreſs that. general with ſome concern for thefrince's for- 
lorn ſituation: with that view he ſent his ſecretaries and ſeal to my 


father, with a requeſt to draw up a minute of the intended letter: 


but the ſeveral minutes brought in, not proving conſonant to his 


mind, he bid me write what I thought proper on the ſubject; upon 


which order, I took pen and wrote down what occurred to my 
mind. The minute having been every where approved, the /M8n- 


ies or ſecretaries received orders to write it fair; after which my 
father preſented it to the / Frince, ſealed it in his preſence, and ſent 
it to the Colonel. But as we haye interrupted our hiſtory by theſe 
particulars, 1t is proper to put an end to the reader's ſurpriſe and 
anxiety, by reſuming our narrative of the conſequences of Mahmed- 

$1i-hhan's retreat, as well as of what relates to M8ſher Laſs, and 


to the Shah-zada's hiſtory; we ſhall add, likewiſe, a few words | 


about the good luck with which I faved my conſort and family, 
from that ſcene of confuſion and danger; and then we ſhall revert 
to the hiſtory of Bengal, and ſhall ſpeak at length of Miren's ar- 
rival with his Engliſh, .and of their march towards Saharſeram - 
our account ſhall be cloſed by faying a few words about what was 
the reſult of the friendſhip that had lately taken place between my 


father and Pahluvan-fing, , | | 
As ſoon as Shuja-ed-do81a heard that Mahmed-F8li-ghan was 


returning from his infructuous expedition, he forgot at once all thoſe 
ties of blood, friendſhip and conſanguinity, which ſubſiſted between 
them; and giving way to his inhumanity, and to all the faithleſſneſs 


of an unfeeling temper, he ordered his deputy, Radja Beni Haha- 


dyr*, to join Radja Belvent, zemindar of Banares, and to oppoſe 


that unfortunate man's return. The two Radjas having joined their 
forces, poſted themſelves about two coffes below Ram-nagur, a 


"I 2 <1 
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* This deputy's ſudden riſe is no lefs extraordiuary than his ſudden diſgrace. 'He was 
preſenting ſome papers for ſignature to that prince, who was then in the delicious retreat of 
a qhaſs-qhana, (a word which has been explained) when the latter chanced to ſay theſe 


words: Nothing is wanting now but a Gentoo virgin of Fourteen, Ready, anſwered the man ; 


and ſtraight he ſent for his ſiſter, which was a beauty; and the beauty carried the brother 
to the office of prime miniſter. Several years after the peace of Ilih-abad, he had his eyes 


plucked out, for malyerſation, it was ſaid, but in reality, becauſe he had too many conne-tions 
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town built by Belvent-ſing, over againſt Banares, and Shes ke , 


had his l HAlace; and after having placed their cannon and troops in. 


ſach a manner, as to intercept the paſſage entirely, they ſent a 


meſſage to the Shah- zada and to Ms8ther Laſs, to inform them that, 
as they had no buſineſs at all with them, they. were at liberty to go 


whitherſoeyer they might think proper; but that they would oppoſe. 


Mahmed- 68-4 (han s moving from his place. The Shah-zada think 


ing himſelf happy to eſcape unhurt from ſuch a ſcene of confuſion 
and perfidy, took M8ſher Laſs in his pay, and ſtruck into the road of 
little Mirza- ppc; his intention being to repair to Chitur- p8r, i in the. 
Bondul-cand, where he intended to take up his reſidence. Mah- 
med- -ESli-qhan remained encamped at the little town of Seyd/fadja, f 
hut was ſo narrowly watched, that if any one from his camp pre- 
ſumed to part with the main for ever ſo little a diſtance, he 
was preſently plundered by the zemindars of Belvent-ſing's coun- 
try. However, vabia Tan, one of his commanders, Rog ob- 
tained: the Shah-zada's Ave, went out and encamped at Mirza- pr 
with an intention to repair to Shah-fjchan-fbad: whilſt Mahmed-- 
681i-qhan, with an army, entangled in the net of a reverſe of for- 
tune, was loſing. his. time and character in meſſages and negocia- N 
tions. Moſt of his commanders, who were men of valour, ad- 


viſed him to fight his way through-the troops of the two Radjas,. 


as the beſt party he could take; and indeed it was the only one ad-- 


viſeable: the only one, at leaſt, that would have ſaved his honour, 
and reſcued his character from reproach, even on the ſuppoſition. 
that he would have miſcarried in the attempt. But thę unfortunate 
man was. confounded, and like one bewildered had loſt his- 
preſence of mind totally. As to myſelf, after having ſeen-my fa- 
ther's junction effected with Pahluvan- ſing, and made my mind. 
eaſy on that head, I took my conſort and family, with my brother 
Scyd/@aligfhan,,, and lodged in the Caravan-ſera of Keremnaſla, 
with an intention to repair to Banares; and it is at that ſpot that I 
heard / my other brother, Ghalib / alba. was ſafely arrived in- 
that city with his conſort, his mother-in-law, and his whole fa- 
mily, I wiſhed to join him; but there was no. croſſing. the Ganga, 
the Radja Belvent having ſeized, and contined under his fort at 
Ram-' 
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|; Ram-nagur, all the boats in the river, whilſt his people, inwhde, 
were plundering and ſtripping, indiſcriminately, every one that came 
from Mahmed=F8li-fhan' s army. Fain I was” to returh back, and / 1 
to apply to Radja Pahluvan- fing for his recommendation to Radja 
Belvent; and this he did with the beſt grace in the world," requeſt 
ing his friend to ſend an eſcort for my ſafety, to furniſh me with 
boats, and to lodge me decently at Banares. My father was pl-aſed 
to write on his ſide a letter to Belvent-ſing, of the ſume purport. 
Having dit: patched the twWo letters, I took ſome ſoldiers of Pahlu- | 
van-ſing's with me, and ſet out with my fami y and with Seyd-. 
gli-gſhen, by the road of Cheinpbgr, which road | goes along 7 / / 87 
kirts of the mountains. Naky- Je li Aban remained with my fa- 7 
ther. In the middle of my march, two ſervants of Radja Bel- 
vent's came to me, with an order of his to all his officers, by 
which they were directed to witch over my perion and effects, to [ 
eſcort me by the road, and to provide me with lodgings and * 
proviſions. The two men morcover, had orders to attend me as | 
my guides. Notwithſtanding all thoſe attentions, no ſooner was I 
arrived near Mirzapbpr, than I was ſtopped by the guards, and * 9 
obliged to a ſecond application to the Radja, who ſent an officer to A 
diſengage me; this man carried me to Mirzap6pr, where he made ; . | | | l 
me alizht in a good Jodging, The next mornins he furniſhed me N bikes | = 
with-boats ; ſo that with the favour of God, we croſſed the Ganga, | 
and arrived ſafe at Banares. There I paſſed ſome months in i 
ing the precious honour of attending on his holy highneſs, his 
highneſs ſaint Mahmed/MalipGzin, (whom God may ſtation amongſt / Aa [The n. 
the higheſt of his cle &) I had alſo the ineſtimable advantage of | 
enjoying the company of my maternal uncle, Syd bdolfali-fhan, / A / 
the impetuous in battles. In a few days more another perſon of 
diſtinction contrived to eſcape out of Mahmed- evli- -qhan' 8 army. / 
and arrived ſafe at Banares. It was B yram han, grandſon 5 
to the navvab R8h- -8llahFhan, paymaſter-general to the emperor / / 
[Avrengzeb: he had already ſent to that city his ccuſort and family. / a, 
A few days after my arrival at Banares, I heard that Mahmed Hol. 7 
nan having applied to the two Radjas ſor liberty to repair to | 
Shah. u do8la' 8 court, with ly a tow ſervants, they had thought 5 A 
| chemſelres 
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themſelves obliged to write for it to their maſter, who ſent his con- 
ſent. On that ſingle conſent he was ſimple enough to croſs the 
Ganga, with a dozen of troopers. and a few ſervants, and to ad- 
vance towards thatyPrince's capital. But at the ſame time, the two | 
Radjas had received an order to ſeize his- effects, to plunder his 


camp, and to ſtrip/his troops, as ſoon as he ſhould have proceeded 


on hls journey. /The ſenſeleſs man was hardly gone theſe three or 


four days, when the two Radjas mounted, and getting into his 


camp, they gave the plunder of it to their troops, whilſt they pro- 
ceeded to ſeize his effects; ſo that there argyle in camp ſuch a ſcene 
of confuſion, ſcreams and diſtreſs, as abed” to the mind the 
day of judgement. Numbers of ſoldiers and othicers were ill uſed; 
and every one of them loft their little all. Tho. only eſcaped the 
general wreck, who having acquaintances in tt. enciny's army, 
had the good luck to retire by times taither in the night time. 
Numbers of others, eſpecially of the Seyds of Barr, who formed 
a nmerous boy, threw themſelves on the prote-tion of a Sd who 
had a command in /BenifBabadyr's army; a man of huzcur and 
character, who found means to protect them. Others had in the 
night time eſcaped to his quarters, where they remained ſafe from 
thoſe rapacious hands, or were paſſed uanoticed in the confuſion of 
that day. What ſeems ſingular is, that out of ſo many commanders of 
character, one only ſhould have thought of putting himſelf on his 
defence: and this was Z in di edin/Fhan, the ſame who having in the 
ſequel become ſbezir to Shahdalum, loſt his life at the aſſault of 
Azimabad: an illuſtrious commander, of whom we ſhall ſpeak 
in the ſequel. © He eſcaped with his honour and his property in 
conſequence of his own bravery and reſolution, and of the attach- 
ment which his men bore to his perſon. This glorious action was 
performed in the following manner: wh 
This gentleman, who was ſon to a general officer in the armies 
of Iran, and himſelf a man of character and valour, had, long ber 
fore his taking ſervice with Mahmed-g8li-qhan, ſerved with diſ- 
tinction under Ab81;Manſ8r{ghan, under whom he had enjoyed 
offices in molt parts of the province of {A8d, and was highly reſpected 


every Where. He was of a generous temper, keeping open table, | 


and 


\ 
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and obliging with his purſe and credit, as many as ON to him; 
ſhedding over the thirſty fields of every needy ſuitor s heart, the 


tteſreſhing ſhowers of his liberality, without ever making any diſ- 


tinction between an acquaintance or a ſtranger. It was enough to be 

in diſtreſs, in order to have a claim on his aſſiſtance. This officer 
finding how matters went throughout the camp, retired with a 

ſmall number of men into ſome ruined houſes, that were cloſe to 

his quarters; and there bing ſhewn himſelf on the top of the 

| houſe, and at ſome edles, he cried out, that whoever would / 

approach hini with a hoſtile intention, would. ſoon: find that he muſt | 

de ſlain firſt, and then only ſtripped. Intelligence of this being % 
carried to the two armies, ſome officers of ni-Bahadyr' $8, Who / 

had ſerved under him, joined ſome other commanders of Radja 
| Belvent's, who had likewiſe been obliged and relieved by his muni- Sees 

ficence; and theſe going in a body, repreſented to the two Radjas, OT 

<< that the officer, Who with a dozen of ſoldiers, had put himſelf ; 

* upon his defence in thoſe ruined houſes, was no other than the L 

s brave Zin- I-bedin-ghan 3 a man of great character, and to 7 / 

% whom every one of their ſervants, now preſent, was indebted 

«© for favours received, and for aſſiſtance moſt generouſly beſtowed : 

* they added, that ſeveral there preſent had likewiſe ſerved under 

% him; and that impreſſed with very high ſentiments of reſpe& and 

« gratitude for his perſon, they ſupplicated for leave to go in a body, 

« in order to bring that commander away with all the honour and 

« reſpe&tdue to his merit; or for permiſſion to ſhare his fate, and 

* to-periſh with him.” The two Radjas, hearing the ſtrain of the 

requeſt, and being themſelves in admiration at the man's behaviour, 

gave their conſent, with permiſſion to bring him under whatever 

conditions and ſtipulations he ſhould himſelf deſire. The officers 

and commanders having received this conſent, marched in a nume- 

rous body to that brave man's quarters; and there ſome of the prin- 

eipal ones having alighted at a diſtance, made a profound bow, 

and then advanced on foot in a friendly manner: being within hear- 


ing, they expoſed their errand. | The officer ſurpriſed at this un- W N 
pected turn, paſſed many encomiums on their genervys interpolition, Ye 
and returned his acknowledgements to the "Almighty: for has fignal = 2 /, a 
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aery ! he then mounted his horſe, and followed by the com 
TRY of his fortune, he was conducted with! the utmoſtirefpe&t 
to camp, where he was lodged, and treated with much regard, SK 
and from whence he, in a fe days, repaired to Banares; as ſoon 
as the tumult of ſack and plunder had ſubſided. Let men of ſenſe 
and honour peruſe carefully the anecdote which I have been ſtam- 
mering out here; let them hang it at their ear as the mbſt precious 
pearl, that it may remind them hourly of the advantages of bene- 
ficence: let it inform them, that as that celeſtial qunlification is at 
all times of ſo great a reſource in this world, by inſuring a liberal 
man's peace of mind in it; ſo it never fails to inſure his happineſs | 
/ in the other, by laying up for him a ſtore of comfort and conſola- 
l 1 tion. Whilſt Mahmed-ggli-Ghan's troops were undergoing ſuchia 
bo. - morcileſs ſtripping, he was himſelf under confinement at/A8d, But 
we muſt now leave this event, together with-it's: conſequences, as 
// "we reſerve it for, Shuja {Za (8h s particular ers for we art 
now to:revert to that of Bengal. 
AM As ſoon as Mir/jaafer/Qhan, (and he had no bär N and no 
other truſty general but his ſon) came to hear of Ram ira in's junc 
7 7 tion with Mahmed-C8li-fhan, and of his having acknowledged 
the Shah«zada, he was ſtruck- with amazement: and fear; and as 
the Engliſh were now the only reſource which remained either to 
the father or to the ſon in the world, they both wrote to Colonel 
Clive, - whom they intreated, beſought, and ſupplicated to come to 
their aſſiſtance. The colonel objected; but at laſt he conſented. 
i On his arriving at the , head of his frrops, at Moorſhoodabad, a 
council was held, in which it was reſolved to march immediately. 
It muſt be obſerved that ſome time was ſpent in deen that 
general's reluctance; for the Engliſh, uninformed as they were, 
of the real ſtate of affairs in Hindoſtan; and unappriſed of the 
ſtrange caſt of mind that formed ſo principal a feature in the cha- 
racter of the grandees of that country, were impreſſed with awful 
2 ideas for the very name and ſound of Imperial {prince ; and they 
ay, ae -bore q-high reſpect to the Imperial FR The words, throne, and 
3 1 Civ herediaary right, excitecl their reſpect ſo::far, that they felt a 
N ”. + thorough- difinclination againſt appearing in arms in oppoſition to 
| Vaio | I | "3 40 ſuch | 
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ſuch ſacred names; and ſo little inclined were they to entertain ſen- 
timents of enmity, that, to allappearance, they would have prefered the i 
part of mediators, had they obſerved in the rince, or in his mini- VE 
Fer; any firmneſs, or capacity - or concert. On receiving” intelli- en | 
gence therefore, of the miſunion that raged amonꝑſt them; and of | 
the wretched conduct of which it occaſioned, they: ſhook off all 
regard for his concerns, and heartily joined their own confederates; / 
the Nav yab and his, ſon. By this time certain advices having reach V. 
ed Moor ſhoodabad, of Ramflardin's-häving quitted the prince's 75 
party, and of his being cloſel beſieged in Azimabad; this intelli- 
gence! engaged the father and the ſon to march with che Cölonel to / 
his aſfiſtance: and they ſet out together with a numerous army. In = 
the way: Miren, who was very much diſſatisfied with that air of ind _— 
pendence, which Qhadum-Haſſen-qhan had aſſumed at P8rania, be- Il. FB 9 
cam apprehenſi ve, leſt the man / ſhould avail himſelf fo far of the con- 5 = 
fuſion as to conceive higher deſigns; and he reſolved to be beforehand =H FEY 1 
| with him, and to ſeize his perſon, if poſſible. With this viewhe en- | 
camped for ſome time at Pointy, whiol.is-over:againft:'P8rania; but 
this intention ef Miren's having gone abroad, Qhadum-haflen-qhan, 
who Was a ſhrewd wary man, and who, beſides, greatly ſuſpected 
Miren's {fincerity,” thought proper to march from P$rania with his \ 
army, artillery and effects and under pretence of going to join tine 
ere Ir at er br which is the landing 33 


TT 1AS £5 


"Glivej _ put hindſelf under ah ſafe guard of the Englith-" The 

Colonel interpoſtd his good officces, adviſed Miren not to think-of 

troubling the man at preſentꝭ i and engaged the t ꝰꝰ parties to come 

tota new:-agreement together. Waduin-Haſſen⸗Ahan being now 46 = 

fully confirmed in his ſuſpicibns, declinocd going to camp; but he 
offered to come to an interb ie in the middle of the river Ganga, | 
Jo ſhoulli comè in its data e., He added, / \A\ 


" © "\ 
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Y fl yr Mit Leaving nia on hoddiee fer in length, and Sptepclubblt 7 
breadth, ſo as to laok very nuch like ley, being tou ed by tau tuꝶut j or tu enty four 7 


men. Such a boat is more compmodi 3. ang more ſhaweyr than any Darge i in Europe a ang 
© hut as Many coltiinbd'ies and S convycniencics, ab lating habica'i ion can comport, 
1918S e e Yor!” Pure 91 2 As Zastt ns nie that 
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The refradto- that after having i 11 this manner fatisfied. Himſelf n the ſincerity | 


ry governor 


of Pxrania Of Miren's intentions, he would return to P8rania with a mind 


patches up an 


the mary” caſed. of its burthen, und would henceforward attend ſpeedily: tothe 
tin of the duties of friendſhip and attachment. Such a treaty was by no means 
conformable to Miren's mind; but it became obligatory. on both 

parties in conſequence of the interpoſition of a commander of high 
character, who found his own advantage in it, and inſiſted rf This 

1 was not a time to engage in new broils.. The interview took place, as. 
it had been agreed to; and a new tteaty. was concluded and con- 


firmed by the Colonel's mediation. This general having now got rid 


/ / of this affair, advanced with Miren towards Azimabad; and this in- 


/ telligence having ſoon reached Mabmed-g8li-ghan, the latter con- 
cluded that it would not be advantageous in any ſhape to tarry any 
longer in his camp; and raiſing the ſiege, he decamped . inſtantly. 
The Colonel being arrived cloſe to Azimabad, was met by Ram 
Hardin, who came out with all the officers of government, and all 
the principal perſons. of the province and city; and although it is 
not known under what point of view he had the art to repreſent 
his joining the enemies of the ſtate, yet it is certain that he was re- 
ceived with more regard than ever; nor did it appear that his cha- 
racter had any ways ſuffered by his late double-dealing: but what 


/ jy is ſingular is, that this fame; Ram-flarãin who had made uſe of en- 
/ / / treaties to ſend me on an bas to Mahmed. sli han, whom he 


i 


would have joined infallibly himſelf, had he not been detered by 
MSrly-dur's repreſentations, now made it a point to complain of 
me; thinking, doubtleſs, that ſo much as he might charge on my 
character, would go far towards clearing his own; he, therefore, 
made it a practice to complain of me everyday : . Gentlemen, 
would he ſay, . ſtrange are become the times, indeed, and ſtrange 
cc characters do they ſometimes exhibit! What wrongs had I done 
Foto Gholam-J{uſizin-ghan, that he ſhould have quitted my ſervice, 
* to go and join his father? This gentleman, after ſuch a ſhifting 
of hands, and ſuch a changing of fides, .doubtleſs«thinks\/himſelf 
% a very honeſt man.“ This was his ufual” language. It might 
have been anſwered to him that, “ Strange men, indeed, muſt be 
© the Engliſh, and ſtrangely inward muſt they be, who after 

| 06 Mm 
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7 his ſeen him repair to their enemy, and join his party, ſtill 
e thought Ram fihräin their faſt friend! But the matter i th / 
«« that in theſe days, - whatever a wealthy man is pleaſed. to do, is. 
ever imputed to guilt; and money covers every defect and every 
* vice, nay, gives it very often the appearance of policy; but ſtill 
there remains no difference on the ſubject betwixt the opinions 
of the adorers of gold, and thoſe of the men of ſenſe; and pene- 
% tration; both parties agree in diſtinguiſhing the man of merit 
from the man of the eroud i nor. do they miſtake. his worth,” — 
But we have ſpoken enough of CG Concerns ; let us revert now 
to the affairs of ſtate. A fine WB 
Colonel Clive, after weryibs- a 105 e in e e 2 at ' 
Ram fHarlin s requeſt, againſt Radja Pahluvan- ſing. But this wary. 76 
man, unwilling to cope with ſuch an adverſary in the field, kept 
himſelf at the foot of the hills; and for a few days preparations were 
made for war and battle: at laſt, however, matters turned to a ne- 
gociation, and Ram Hardin having propoſed to ſend Miren back to . 
Azimabad, Where he might enjoy at his eaſe the performance of 
the fineſt dance- women, and of the beſt voices, he pledged himſelf, 
that provided the Colonel remained with him, he would find means 
to bring the Radja to reaſonable terms. Miren, who wanted no 
better, returned to the city; and Ram-pariin, with the Colonel. 
having tarried a few days at Saharſeram, ſoon brought the Radja's 5 | ty | 
affairs to a concluſion, _ Byit what will hardly be believed of a ze- / 4, 
mindar is, that\Pahluvan-fing, inſtead of beginning by his own con- 
cerns, bad the generoſity firſt of all, to bring my father's affair 
upon the carpet, and to finiſh it to that nobleman's ſatisfaction.— 
He had the attention to ſtipulate that He ſhould have liberty to 
return to his eſtate: that his djaghiry lands ſhould be reſtored to 
* him; and that no injury ſhould be offered him on account of 5 
4 paſt.” And God Almighty be thanked that matters ur 
preciſely. as I had amagined;} +. 4-21 | 
About the ſame time the Sah andes _ 
produced its full effect ; and the/Golonel ſeemed plekſod. with:both . 
its ſtile and ꝑurport. himſelf, who was a man of let- / 
ters, greatly admired uthe anergy aud dignity of its language; and 
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N the Engliſh, having once inclined ro's ſenſe of compaſſion for the 
nee, payed many encomiuſtis to the writer?! As chanted ſome 
time after to corirfience an a qudintance with thoſe gentlemen, F 
heard them ſpeak ſo much in praiſe of the ſecretray, who had pen- 
ned that letter, that Poœuld fiot help acknowledging myſelf to be 
the penman whom they ſo much approved: and this produced 4 
new flow of eneomiums. Some years after, I heard it praiſed _ 
the hope of the ſtate, the valorous Mr: Huſhitin, the Udring in 
war (28, Who had knowledge enough to diſtinguiſh the poor! — 
productions from ordinary one's, and Eondeſdende nde enough to 
honour them with his praiſe. This letter I ay, having Beat af- 
55 fected the lolonel, he not only anſwered it in the moſt reſpectful man- 
bs 45 ner, but /e added thereto, ſome thouſand[Eſhrutfies by way of homage. 
As to my forgiven father, as ſoon as he had obtained poſſeſſion of 
his eſtate, he repaired thither to lead a life of eaſe and dignity; 
and the Radja Pahluvan-ſing, returned to his zemindary, where he 
applied himſelf. to every art that could reſtore- huſbandry, and in: 
/ duſtry in his country. This campaign having ended ſe happily, 
| | Ram-darkin returned with the colonel to Ny wahre he 
made it his affair ta pay his court aſſiduouſſy to Miren. d n. 
This young prince who had the good luck to ſee nente 
1 finiſhed with ſo much eaſe, reſolved to return to Bengal. But firſt 
Z / cl all he determined to rid himſelf of N e Dilir Ahan, 
25-wil as of the other ſons of Umer-ghan, whom he could not 
sf drive away.openlyyias they had been fo long attached to his family, 
and hom he did not love, as they were of a daringdeſs which he 
dreaded. His father, at his: departure, had recommended to him to 
rid himſelf of thoſe officers; but in ſuch a manner as ſhould not 
diſoblige them, as they were men, who in ſuch a caſe, would make 
nothing of murdering both the father and ſon, happen what it 
would. Miren therefore thought at expedient to diſſemble, and to 
take thoſe officers with him in his expedition againſt the Shah-Zada. 
What is ſtrange, and yet exactly true: is, that thofe very mien whom 
he wanted'abſolutely-tobe rid of, Were fofar 2 Wit bendeured e 
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Aab se a il defignicagainſt» either the ſon or the father, that 
they had; all along approved [themſelves ; Mir-djaafer -qhan' $:{up- 
porters and zealous friends, 3 and that too ſo early as: the hery begin» 
ning of his fortune under; Aaliryerdinghan,j and theit attachment, a3 
Well as that of Nmereqhan, their father, was ſo ſtrong, that igeradj- 


ed-dögla had taken umbrage at it and had diſmiſſed them from his 


ſeryice;z inſomuch, chat for a year together, that is ſo long as that 
prince fat upon the throne, they had miſerably lived at Azimabad, 
without recsixingadany ſatisfactien about thoſe conſiderable arrears 
due to them from, the treaſury, Three gears after, a8 I chanced to 
repair to- the Shah- 2ada's, army, Where IL was neceſſitated to join 
his cauſe, in the manner already mentioned, I recollected /Dilir> 
qhan's unhappy ſituation, and I wrote himialetter to recommend 
to him my conſort, and my family, left at Azimabad; and alſo to 


invite him over to the Shah- zada s ſervice: for we had been intimate 


friends together, and in purſuance of a euſtom ig Hindia, we had 
2 turbans. He, anſwered ment vo That my conſort and his 
head muſt ſtand or fall together; and that I might make: myſelf 


i eaſy on that ſubject; but that;s-to-paſſing.into! the Shahzüda's 


< ſervice, hee wag, glad, to inform me; that, if cyen Mir-djaafer- 


* « qhan ſhould: be reduced to has la ſoldier in the world; that laſt 


£ ſoldier would be himſelf. Ie added theſe words: Pray, my. friend, 
Pat up youn prayers! to Heaven, that, ig whamſoever I nay. be once; at- 
ta:hed, to. him 1 may remain faithful for ever. Mliren who Was of 
himſelf, too infidious, in his temper to need the caution, given him 
by his father, kept fair with Dilir-qhan, until, Ram-narain! return, 
and he thereby put him aff his guard: for Ram-narzin's return was 
the time fixed for. Payingrthe; rea dug to ene and 
8 but, 5 n t. he gorernbr to put. truſty 
Auards on the outſide ot che Weſtern g gate of the city, and a bedy 


of Engliſh Talingas withig, with orders, to hinder Dilir-gban, or his 
people from getting admittance. - At the ſame time hiembericed 


in his boats, and went thirty or forty. coſſes down the river; after 


which he continued his rout by land. Dilir-qhan finding himſelf 


deceived, Was at a Joſs. what to do, pech as Ram: narain took 


ö 8 | . Care 


„  ..7 


83 22 — > 
— 2 w-> os . 5 


* 
— _—— — 
— 


TIO ay . 
= a ef. r 


K — 


— — —-— I OS — — 
2 — 


— — 
— _ 


— 2 - 
— 


— — = — 
4 + 


——_— — . 
- — 4 © of — 


== 


0 Sq > i... — 892 * — 244 „„ . > 5 2 * — \ - 
* * UW 4 o 4 a. - hy : = - % wy —_ 1 
NN = We — 42 Fowl ls a ee 0_ 4 — .- a, —— * 


-— * — 


—— —— _— — — 
+ 


* — — 72 — 
2 


— — — 


n 
SD wenn SP oe Soo oo 


* STEW „ [MODERN / TEMES. 


rare to enculpate himſelf, by-informing bim that 5 Bad 00 order 
about his arrears, and that it was better ſtr him to quit the city, 
and to abſtain from coming within the walls. Dilircehan himſeif, 
ſenſible that all was loſt, quitted the environs of Azimabad, and 
with his friends and ſoldiers, he went towards Ticary, where he 
was entertained in the ſervice of the two zemindars, Fateh-ſing, 
and Buniad-fing, who were ſons to Radja Sunder-ſing, and who 
gave him a penſion, upon which he made a ſhift to ſubſiſt himſelf, 
and his men. He: was ſo much eſteemed, that the two Radjas 
thought themſelves very much honoured by affording ſhelter to 4 
commander of that character. Some time after, Fatch-fing repair 
ed to Moorſhoodabad to ſtrengthen himfelf in his zemindary; but his 
concerns were little minded, as Miren ſpent his time in all kinds of 
pleaſures at ne a p eee tid the I at 
Azimabad. We V 
It muſt be obſerved that Mit-djaafer-qhan had ann as "IA as 
Radj-mahl to ſupport his ſon; but that hearing by the way of the 
proſperous turn of his affairs, he had returned full of joy to his 
capital, where he availed himfelf of that acceſſion of authority, 
which proſperity conſets, to get rid of a man whom he had this 
long while in his eye; this Was -Sadacat-mahmed=qhan, ſon to 
Aga-bakyr, zemindar of Dacca, of which latter we have made 
ſome mention, in our aceount of Nevaziſh-mahmed-qhan, and of 
his deputy Huſſein-cgli-qhan, who was, properly ſpeaking, governor 
of the province of Djehanghir-nugur-dacca. The navvab who 
had conceived ſome unjuſt ſuſpicions againſt this Sadacat-mahmed- 
qhan, had him blown off at a gun: an atrocious action; ey which 
he laid up for himſelf a ſtore of merits in the next world. 1 
Whilſt Dilir-qhan lived at Ticary, Cam- car-qhan, zemindar of 
Narhut#ſemii, incenſed at the uſage he had met with from Mir 
djaafer-qhan, Who on Ram-narain's perſuaſion had put him under 
confinement, reſolved to be revenged ; and joining His cauſe to that 
of Dilir-qhan's, they both wrote to the Shah-zada; to invite him 
to a junction with them, under aſſurances of their being ready to 
join him. The forlorn prince, who had neither houſe nor home 
of his own, wanted no better ; -and HEME again his friends and 
. 1010808 
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ſoldiers, he quitted Chiterp8r, :and: advanced towards Azimabad. 
Ag to myſelf, I quitted Banares, and came to my forgiyen father on 
his eſtate, where, for a, variety of reaſons, I: did not think prope: 

to remain, hut proceeded to Ticary upon ſome bulineſs, where 1 
was entertained by Dilir-qhan in his houſe. However, as I ſoon. 
came to find out that he had written letters to the Shah-zada, 1 
quitted Ticary, ſenſible chat no good could reſult. from, an attach- 
ment to that prince. Dilir-qhan preſſed me to ſtay, and to join 
him; I objected. to that party, ſhewed its, diſadvantages, and took 
my! Ne Dilir-qhan was unwilling to part with me; but his diſ- 
courſes availing. nothing, he. made me accept ſuch a ſum of money 
for the charges of my return, as he could afford, and I repaired to 
Bahar, where Seyd-aali-qhan, my youngeſt brother, had;taken up, 
his, reſidence ſome - months before; and I \ was yet in that toyn. 
when news came that the Shah-zada was approaching; and that 
Cams car-qhan would be ſoon in the neighbourhood of .. Bahar 


with his troops. As by tarrying i in that town I brought op, wylell 


the neceſſit y of waiting on the Shah-zada, and of feeding in 
upon that ſame meſs, and out of the fame platter, I reſolved to. . 
quit Bahar, befare a longer delay ſhould haye rendered it . 
for me to find admittance i in Azimabad; nor was the laſt party with- 
out. its full meaſure of i inconveniencies, although it ; proved to, be the, 
only meaſure that remained; for 'Ram-nariin had rendered me 
odious i in that city, and was not pleaſed with my, coming back. By 
good luck it happened, that 1 recollected my being acquainted with 
the phyſician, . Gh8lam-aali-qhan. As this gentleman who had 
acquired the goyernor's good will and confidence, by curing him of 
a diſtemper, was greatly attached to me, I ayailed myſelf of this 
particular, to write. him a ſhort note, in which I requeſted his in- 
tereſt in obtaining Rai-nartin's leave for my reſiding at Azimabad. 
By the return of the meſſenger, I erer the permiſſion I had re- 
queſted, upon which 1 repaired” to the city with my brother, Sed? 
aali-qhan. But this permiſſion did not pleaſe Radja MSrly-dur, 
no more than ſome Muſſulman friends of his: they took umbrage 
at it. Luckily for me, that a few days after, T went to ſee Mr. 
Amiatt, chief 4. ths Engliſh * at t Azimabad, and alſo Doctor 
„an %%%FFͥͤ map? ad mide ethot 35 5916”: Fullacton, 
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Fullerton, he" phyſicitn kgs the council; to its fervice; 
and as T had an acquaimtance with theſe gentlemen, 'but clpecally 

with the latter; k 500 not Help t telling them my ſtory. Böth thofe 
gentlemen joined i in giving me affurarites* that Tmiglit Ray in all 

fafety: nay, the doctor offered me his own.butgalow for my accom- 
modation; ſo that On ſeeing myſelf ſo ſtrongly ſapported, 'T took 

again to my belehnt abode, a5 Thad good! houſe of "my « own at 
Azimabad. 72 ee 
ene beg now come cht the Selk zadz was 1 full 

march, Ram nat in afſernbled his troops front all parts, and Having 

got himſelf joined by Faffluwan- fing, and fome other zemindars at 

the head of their troops; he found himſelf further reinforced by 

the arrival of a good body of Afghans, that came to His aſſiſtanee 

froth Moorſhoodabad, under the” command of Reftem=qhan, the 
Rohilah, a famous officer, who” nad acquired a character under 
Aali-verdi-qhan, and whom Mi- dijiafer=qhan Had ſclected on that 

very account. Ram-narzin thus ſtrengthened, "marched out in 4 
8 favourable hour, pointed out to him by his Brachman auger, | 
dies ofthe and he encamped at five or fix coſſes on the road to Ticary. le had 
beg. twelve thouſand horſe, 4 great deal of infantry, and ſevcral large 
. pieces of cannon, together with a large number” of ſwivels And 
rockets, as well as every requiſite for war: Over and above 
all that force, he had a body of European Engliſh, commanded 

by Captain Cocran, who was accompanied by ſome other officers and 
ſergeants; the latter commanded a body of Hindian folthiers, armed 
and accoutred and difeiplined in the European manner of fight- 

ing; I mean thoſe' ſoldiers that are become ſo famous under the 
name of Talingas(7s). They may have amoanted to a thouſand and 
eee forme 
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y | 438) The fipahees, called A Talingas | in Be ey” in AB, 4 are og native fink 
which were firſt raiſed and embodied by the Fiench of Pondicherry, When they) were beſieged | 
by Admiral Boſcawen in 1746 or 47; but the Freach, who only, gave them muſquets and 
bayonets, were never able either to change their comberfome dreſs; ned diſcipline them, or 
to bring them under conttoul thoroughly; whereasthe Enzlith ſipahees of theſe days» (2986) 
as well as thoſe of thirty years ago, are really trained and diſeiplmed ſoldiers, well armed, 
well accoutred, and properly clad, and thoroughly under command. Originally they 
were commanded by -Arabians, or thoſe of their deſcendants bort in the Oanars und 
C88can, or Weſtern part of India, where thoſe foreigners ſtile themſclves Gharbies, or 

Weſtern. 
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A0 van f AMOIDE RA! ING. 
ſome aden, all armed with Alint-4ooks. 64 They had Uke wiſe 
two braſs guns, fol by rheir carts, loaded with ammunition 


-| Hardly had the Shah - zadd paſſed che little the 49 naſſu, 


which/is the: boundary of the province of Amzimabad, when he re- 


ceived: -mtelligence of the death of Aalemghir the ſecond, his father. 
This event happened in the following ſtrange manner: A friend of 


che vezir Umad-el-mulk's G70), > artfully turned the converſation 


upon à fakir or religious, freſhly arrived at the monument of 
Firooa- tna, who performed w onders and miracles, and was viſited 
by multitudes of perſons. Aalemghir, on hearing this, had the 
ſimplicity to wiſh to ſte the holy man; and he mounted on His ee 
phant to make him a viſit; this was on the perſuation of Mehidy:- 
neſſar-qhan, the Caſhmirian, brother to Ala-c8li-qhan; this n- 
bleman accompanied the monarch thither, and carried him to the 
very room where the holy man was: fitting ; and he raiſed the cur- 
tin to afford an eaſier entrance to the emperor, who, giving him 
che NE, nme, which on nor in his hand, gerieten 
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Weſtern, Moreover thairivorgh 3 molly of Aribs,'N egroes and Habillaiaas, 
all which bear upon that coaſt, the ſame name of Gharb;, which is Arabic for Weſterling, 
And deſigned the ſituation of their native country, with reſpect to India: juſt as the Taitch, 
or Dutch, or Germans, bore heretofore the name of "Eafterlings in England. * time the 
word Gharbi was corrupted by both the French and In ians into that of G. rat which is 
now. the general name for fipahees all over India, fave Bengal an4 the neighbouring, coun» 
tries, where they are ſtiled Telingary becauſe the firſt fipahees that came in Bengal (and 
they were imported i in t757 by colonel Clive) were all Talingas,' or T<l8g8s born, being of 
he coaſt of Coromandel, and ſpeaking hardly any language but their nasse. 


Native Tolsgs 3 their muſic to this day does not bear amongſt themſelves, as well as 
aacopt the natives, any other appellation than that of Arobictaaſi, or Arabian flat drum or 


muſic, or march ; for the word tom-tom, is a word coined by the Engliſh officers of that 


time, who being by no means ſo ſkilled in the Hindoſtany language as are their ſucceſſors, 
and at a loſs bow-to-expian-themtelres,-comed that word by onomaropea, or in imitation 
of ſound; and it-Was nN og RIO ws well as the natives, wha took” it to be 
Engliſh tor dtum. bene 111 uw ui bes . 

30 90500 Alias — prandGtyts Wiz. el woll · 

(80) T his long ſwold. is as broad, bor twice a0 long as the Curtana of the Englifi kings 
at their corouatien;; from 'which- it "differs likewiſe, Ins having a branch to iis hilt. It ig 
in a ſehbbald of veltetz and held ke à whiking ane; afld'is lepuied a mark of ſovercigniy, 
and alu ays of high 3 It is called D-48p, | 
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guns,: furniſhed with. _—_ Carts; were % 
erg, as to fbllow the troops every where. in bodo 
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THE: SEIR MUT A E R IN OR, 


| this was iminediately. niade faſt from without and the r 


hardly ſeated, when the murderers, who were all T8ranians of the 
moſt mercileſs kind, fell upon him with their poigards, and diſ- 
patched him in a moment: after which the door being ſet open 
again, the body was drawn out by the legs and tumbled down ſtairs, 
at the gate which looks eaſtward towards the river, and was now 
on a plain of dry ſand. Mirza-babr,. nephew and ſon-in-law” to 
Aalemghir, ſeeing this ſcene, drew his ſabre and wounded one or 
two perſons; but he was ſoon: over- powered by Mehdy-neſſar- 
qhan's people, who threw him into a covered paleky, and conveyed 
him to the fortreſs of Selimgur, which is the ufual place of con- 


finement for princes: of the Imperial blood: from thence they 


brought out a prince whom they ſeated on the throne, under the 
name of Shab-djehan-fani or the Second. Meanwhile the body of 
Aalemghir remaining neglected, the I8ch-chas or vileſt part of the 


populace, had the generoſity to aſſemble and to carry it to H8mai8n's 


monument, where they committed it to the ground. So ſudden 


and ſo mournful a revolution could not but confound and amaze: the 


Imperial prince: his feelings were deeply affected; but he ſoon re- 
covered ſpirits enough to write with his own. hand an account of 
this unhappy event, and to ſend it ſecretly by a truſty perſon to my 
forgiven father, Who then reſided with his conſort and family upon 
his eſtate, in the town of Huſſein-abad, which he had juſt founded 
and built. The letter, beſides an account of the revolution, con- 
tained a requeſt of ſome advice on what he thought was to be done. 
My forgiven father, on receiving the above letter, took pen, and 
without loſs of time, wrote with his own. hand a full anſwer, in 
which . he adviſed the prince immediately, on his receiving his 
66; letter, to fit with the cuſtomary ceremonies oy upon the throne - 


" "$4 he 
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(81) The principal of theſe ceremonies conliſts in raikay e or umbrella, or ſun- 
5 if you will, over the emperor's head, and in whirling it round the head ſeveral times; 
after which it becomes a conſtant appendage to the throne behind Which it ſtavds upright, 


2 


— IE &% 


and ſhades his head. This throne is made like an old faſhioned arm-chair,. with the back lof- 


ty and upright, the arms ſtraight, and ending in lion's heads; the lower part is fitted with a 
 foot-ſtool, This is the old Indian throne, as imported from n by the Babrian 
Beat f % e 
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e he had inherited: to ſencl without loſs of time the caſket. of e 
, vezir's office (s), to Shudjah - ed- dos la, SHIGA, a rich qhylaat 


in inveſtiture of that dignity; and mean while to appoint ſome 
1 able Mogul, of thoſe now preſent about his perſon, to act as de- 
«<, puty vezir : he likewiſe aduiſod the prince to inveſt Nedjib-ed- 
« döglah 663) with the office of lords of lords, which implies that 
d of pay· maſter general and commander of ihe forces; and to ſend 
* him the qhylaat of that high office, which is next to the wezirſhip: 
« to ſend Munnir-ed-d681z-i in embaſſy to the Abdaly king, with a 
« letter informing him of his acceſſion to the throne of his anceſ- 


“tors; and inviting: W to come over to Ws AE; as chat 


2 0 $1 we 1 * * * — 


. ůĩ——ꝛ—..——ßv—ßv*ß5i — — — —— — — 
princes, and ſtill in uſe at he Court of Debli, on, ſolemnities... Bur 2 18. for þ. oven 
lions, a throne in the Indian, and of courſe more elegant faſhion: : it is an octagonal palki 
leaning upon eight feet, thirty inches high, and faſhioned inta beautiful pilfrs, with (thei! 


capitals inverted ; but ill with the paraſol, or umbrella behind; and this umbce11a, which is 


ſo common. a convenieney in the ſouthern parts of Europe, as well as in Chi 13, is at 5 
Dehli, and all over Indis, wa \ appendage reſerved. nat to r. Imperial family, bot galy, the | 


ST. vAS 
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Imperial perſons. 9 5 a 8 


82) The vezir's caſket is'of gold, enriched with rates bur yet kept within 2 velvet corer⸗- , 


ing chat firs i engt and it is richly embroidered. It contains the empcror's broad ſeal 


that is 4 Piece of gold, whereon are engraven the emperor 's name and titles, in beautiful Per- 5 


ſian charafters, with ſometimes the name of his father, It contains alſo ſom? ſtationary, and 
two or thiee ſeals of a leſſer bigneſs. -- This ſeal may be two inches and a half in diameter, and 
eireular, altbongh the others are ſquare or oval; and here is the ſeal which that prince took 
at that time, and which lor a time. ſerved likewiſe for ſtam ping the coin. It] is in verſes; and 
theſe verſes were made extempore by Mir-mehdi-qhan, a Perſian fecretary of the I ; 
acquaintance. The words age diſpoſed as follows: Als! LOS PUR 
God, protector of the law of Mahomet ſhade, j Which words muſt be conſtrued ia Perſian: 
favour, Shah-aalem Emperor 1202. Coin, Ci d ned ber. 5. Kiſbver Sal6-i-fazl-ilabbamj- 
fruck for [even climates. © i-din Mobam med. Fbablaale m m, padſbah, 1 202. 
Which words muſt be read thus: Sbah-aalem{” Emperor, Protector ef the Law of Ma- 
hommed, by the Shade of God's favout, bas ſtruck this coin for the ſeven een 1202 
(1787.) This original name was Aali geber. 2 
Aaligo-hir, which fignifies gem of high value: $24 bame be now med. 1 it 
was Sbah-aalem Padiſbab) did not ſignuiſy king of the wofld, as ſome have been inclined to 
tranſlate it, but Supreme Monarch only; and poſſible in this expreſſion, he had an eye to the 
many monarchies and principalities ſet up in Judi 3, at leaſt this. tranſlation is Nu. not the 

words, but the Indian idiom po nts out. 

183) Alias Nedjib.qhan; he rince who founced bone forty years 8 an ere princi 
pality, * ot * It is now Pe Wk his favs ao Mi ten BK) 


; * 


5 


222 - 


r pf . — — = — > 
SW awe; ng = Ab ont, 


_— a4 —_ — =_— Sw _— = 

4 - = — 2 3 - 
1 — "- w 4 LY 

Re SS ee 


— 4a” 
W 


** 


ITT] bl 


— =_ — - - 


\ _— N - = = = == = l - + — — x7 
- = Sf * 4 . * 1 1 2 = =. 2 3 — ,E r > — — — — — 2 i= l \ 2 
E - h * #- — 2 - C. "© - x p * — 7 - —— -> 2 - £© - - _ = — — - = = D - = —_ 
= = — — = = - — — > = — — — * — — — — 
| - — — — ——— —— 2 — : = = = 2 E © 
; - - _— — — — — = = — 5 — — 2 — 8 - - . == =_ = = — - : : 1 
= - — - - - — — — — — < = _ - 2 = — — = - — = - - — _ — — — - — — * 11 — 
= = - Þ. \ — — — — — — — - — 5 = - - C - 4 -<_—— = * - = \ 
—_ — * 2 = ® — — _ ” * = — = P. — — wi 4 - = = = 4 — 
— A - 4 - = — - — — — — — = — == = Y 
- — . — =_ — — — 2 22 — 2 — — — = — _ * — — : G 
* — — > : = 7 - — r= = == — — C — - — — — — — — — — —— _ - — — — A 
— ö a — oe. a tr. — 2 — — — 0 
r 1123 —— —— ER . — — 8 — . * — —_ — . — N — = I ; 
— > = — * * _ — _ * 8 p £ Y — — 2 P K 2 
— — - — — — — — — m — — _ - — — * _ 2 * — - _ 1 * 
y - 
0 ; 


- 


— — — — — == — 
— — SZ — — 22 — == = =< 


ba; — 2 N — 2 _ l 
_ Im —S = A — NE — 
= 7 E — 
+ | <p— - — — . 
—— I” r SS &# 
5 a 


THE SITS W KN RUN; , 


* monareKhad already done in favour of Shudjah-ed-do8la, of Ned- 

cc jib-ed-d68la, and of ſome other--princes- of Hindia, who had 

« once made the ſame application. To theſe advices he added 

theſe words: Tour majeſty, above all, muſt 'neglrt# nothing to gain the 

hearts of all the principal men of pour court; mor uit neceſſary do ap- 

point me, "your old ' ſervant, to the-office you-have intended: at prefent I 

dm ſatisfied with tbe ſubfitence which-T find in my bumble retreat; but 
whenever 'F am ſo happy as tovhear of your "throne having been | firmly 
&/tabliſhed, and f your empire being ſupported by the columm of conſent 

and unanimity ; whenever I hear that the \grandees | of -your 'domintons 

have re thempelves to'their duty; and act dani mog un your fer- 

and jones days M your oll ſervant: at preſent I wiſh for nothing 

but to ſee you bath \ proſperous and happy.” The prince Was then. at 

1. Catoly : on receiving my - forgiven, cheats: letter, he ordered a 
cada hearing throne to be erected, according to the uſage of the Houſe of Babr; ; 


that hi 


ther had been and taking his ſeat upon it, he commenced his reign, under the ti- 
murdered by 


bete.“ tles of Shah- aalem- bahadyr, Emperor. He then ſent the veziris 


ſcends the 


throne under eaſket to Shudjah-ed-d68la, with a rich qhylaat: : forwarded another 
Shah-aaleme to Nedjib-ed-do8la; 4 and appointed Munnir-ed-degla to g as his | 
embaſlador to the court of the Abdaly monarch; in a word, he 
made every diſpoſition that had been pointed out to him by my fa- 
ther's letter; and he was waiting for the divine aſſiſtance, when 
Cam- car-qhan, with five or ſix thouſand horſe made his appear- 
ance, and had the happineſs to kiſs the footſteps of the Imperial 
throne. Dilir-qhan and Aſſalet-qhan, lis brother, arrived at the 
ſame time, at the head of a thouſand. horſe and foot and were re- 
ceived with marks of favour and diſtinction. Cam- car-qhan at the 
fame time undertook to furniſh the expence of the Imperial houſe- 
hold; and he. ſoon found means to introduce plenty in camp. Dilir- 
qhan, who liſtened only to the impetuoſity of his temper, and to 
the fury of his deep rooted reſentment; wanted to come immedi- 
ately to a general engagement, as ſoon as Miren ſhould arrive, that 
he might have it in his power to puniſh that coward in the ſield of 
braves, for the infamous deceit he had put upon him: but Cam- 
car-qhan, who was a man of ſenſe and experience, requeſted that 


firſt 


— 


* 
* 


vir 4 MODERN TIMES, T 


firſt of all they ſhouts All upon Ratmi-narding before. he ſhould bs 
joined' by Miren; after which they would provide: againſt Miren 
* b, thinking”! it dangerous to let them effect a junction of their 
forces. This advice having been approved by the Emperor, mul: 

| tbe of men that preſented themſelves, were gradually andl ſilently 
_ _ enliſted, inſomuch, that in a little 1. rf. hs Nn in a con- 
Eition to encounter Ramanatimm. Py art con oel 
This governor was encamped oth river Didi Sade the Ems 
peror advanced upen him. .  Some- ſkirmiſhes took place, and theſe 
ended in a battle. The engagement ſoon became general; the firſt 
line of Ram-nariin's was led to action byAlimed-qban-cortifhy, and by 
Rehem-qhan, the Rohilah: Radja Mgrly-dur, the head fpy, and 
Pahluvan-ſing, with his Bohudj-pBriahs; followed next, backed by 


ſome others of Ram-narain's troops. Captain Cocran was ſtationed 5 


eloſe to that governor's troops, but without mixing with them. 
His men were ranged in the utmoſt order, as it is cuſtomary with 
the Engliſh troops, who! always look Hke a wall. On the empe- 
ror's fide; the troops were ranged in two large bodies. The one was 

led to actien by Cam- car- qhan; the other, by the two brothers, 
Dilir-qhan, and Aſſalet-qhan. The emperor, with a ſmall number 
of ſelect friends and ſervants, took his poſt in the rear. But hardly 
had'the! engagement become warm, than the two brothers, like two 
tygers avide of flaughter, and two elephants in rut, ruſhed on the 
flanks of Ram-nardin's army, and made it gives Way; and as they 
were the foremoſt of thoſe that had penetrated within the enemy's 
Tanks, they ſoon were aĩmed at like ſo many marks; and now muſ- 
ket balls were falling from the Engliſh line like a ſtorm of hail. The 
Bodj-pSriahs were firing at the ſame time; and all with a variety of 
other miſſiles were aiming at thoſe: two: heros, and at that intrepid 
troop that followed them. At laſt the elephant that carried Dilir- 
qhan's ſtandard; being attacked on all fides, took fright and turned 
about. This was obſerved to that officer; Tou talk to me of an ele- 
phant only,” anſwered the man; I would wot ſbriu for: Heauen itſelf, 
were it to turn about At theſe words he jumped: down from his 
horſe, and with two or three hundred of his old ſoldiers, all diſ- 
mounted, he ruſhed on the enemy with ſabre and buckler in hand. 
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Hidbrodien! Aſſalet - qhan did the ſame. The two brothers "IA 
ing forwards,: broke the enemy's ranks, and made them turn their 
backs a ſecond time: It was not ſo with the Engliſh: theſe men 
ſtood their ground like a wall, from which fell ſuch a rain of balls, 
ab appalled the moſt daring.. Nevertheleſs the enemy was flying : 
in this ſtate of things Dilir-qhan was wounded by a muſket ball, 
that pierced both his cheeks; and Aſfalet-qhan, his brother, was 
run through by a ſpear, which made a large wound. Thirty of 
his braveſt men were ſlain outright; and forty more diſabled by their 
wounds: they all drank with open chearful countenances, the bitter 
cup preſented them by death; and plunged together in eternity. 
Forty more were wounded, moſt of whom followed their heroical 
dene du, Commanders, as few of theſe recovered of their wounds. But yet, 
ratter of an in conſequence of this vigorous attack, the enemy had been put 
into much diſorder, and had turned their backs; and the Engliſh 
fire ſeemed ſilenced. Rehem- qhan and GhBlam - - ſhah, two 
principal. commanders on: Ram-narain's: fide,. were taken priſoners 
by ſome of Cam- car-qhan's and Medar- ed-dögla's ſoldiers. Ms8rly- 
dur was taken by Cam=car-qhan himſelf, and became his priſoner. 
MSrad-qhan, the Ball8ch, and Ahmed-qhan, the Cortiſhy, eſcaped 
by flight: in one word, all that line fled. As ſoon as the Engliſh 
fire was ſilenced, and the enemy was ſeen flying, Cam-car-qhan fell 
upon Ram-narain; - who yet ſtood his ground with a ſmall number 
of men. This governor, unable to ſtand ſuch an attack, ſent to 
the Engliſh commander to requeſt one half of his men. The lat- 
ter had, at the beginning, warned him, that he had better take 
his poſt amongſt the Engliſh'; but this he would not hear, as he 
found his pride wounded: by the propoſal, or he had ſome other ob- 
ject in view. This much is certain, that the captain who had or- 
ders to be careful of the Radja's perſon, was obliged to ſend him 
part of his men; and as his whole corps, which was. but a handful, 
had already ſuffered much; his men on . ſeeing themſelves parted 
aſunder, were confounded, loſt their uſual firmne s, and diſperſed; 
for Cam-car-qhan, making his attack at the very Woment of their 
parting, rendered it impoſſible for them to form again, and afforded 
ay 2 to their flight, which dee leſs diſgraceful on that very 
account. 
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the flight. became general, and thereby ceaſed to be a diſgrace. 
The whole of Rams nara in's army was put to the rout, and the 
Radja himſelf obliged to fly for his life. Cam- car-qhan joining 
bim at that very moment, ran a ſpear. at him, wounded him 


grievouſly, and would have killed him infallibly, had he not been 


Vvigorouſiy oppoſed. by the late Mir-abdollah; the illuſtrious gentle- 
man Whem we have mentioned to have been recommended to the 
Radja, by Mr. Watts; this officer, on covering his maſter with 
his body, received ſeveral wounds from arrows, and from ſpears; 
but ſtill. covered and ſaved his maſter. The latter, already wound- 
ed dangerouſly, fell ſpeechleſs" in his haolah, where, very luckily 
for him, he was ſheltered by the boards of it from Cam-car-qhan's 


fury: for the latter ſtruck his ſpear into it a ſecond time, and hit 
himcagain. After that there was no remaming any more on the 


fiald of battle; and Ram-nariin appearing ſenſeleſs, his driver 


turned his elephant about and fled with all his might. Captain 
Oocran and Mr. Barwellk, with ſome other Engliſh officers, were 


Nin one after another, in conſequence- of that improper diviſion 


which they had made of their forces, and which had occaſioned - 


a diſperſion. What remained of their people was rallied by Doctor 
William Fullerton, a friend of mine, and poſſibly by ſome Engliſh 
officers, whoſe names I know not, who ranged them in order again; 
and as one of their guns was to be left on the field of battle, they 
found means to render it uſeleſs and of no avail, by thruſting a large 
needle of iron into its eye. The other being in good conditon, they 
took it with them, together with its ammunition; and that hand- 

ful of men had the courage to retire in the face of a victorious ene- 

my, without once ſhrinking from their ranks. During their journey 
the cart of ammunition chanced to receive ſome damage; the doc- 
tor ſtopped unconcernedly, and after having put it in order, he 

bravely purſued his rout again; and it muſt be acknowledged, that 

this nations ꝓreſence of mind, firmneſs of temper, and undaunted 
bravery, are paſt all queſtion. They join the moſt reſolute courage 


— — 


© +: >»  +#, Brother. to Richard Bawell. 
Vor. II. 0 | | to 


ascceust, The runaways being yigoroully purſued by that anal; | 
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to the moſt cautious. ptudener⸗ 3 nor have they heir desde in ehe 
art of ranging thelnſelꝰts ih battle array, and gghting in order. Af 
to ſo many. military qualifications they knew how: to font the arts of 
government f, be vel "4 condern for 'the circumſtances of ile bu. 
ALund mum, und bf l gentleman ; and exerted as much ingenuitj an ]¾ 
| lud 2 rehowing ant chang” the people A God, as they bein] dubate ur 
conterns their miliuiy affairs,” no natien in the World: he preferable 
to them, or prove worthier of command. But fcb il b Heils rb 
gard which they ſhea tothe people” of theſe kin gdums, An d, fac h. I Hely 
apathy ani mdifference for their welfare," 'tharthe people 1dr their uh. 
 mmhun groan every where, and are rruuced te pere ani difireſs. 9 7 
Cod, come bo the af aner of thine ted ſervants; and Helen them 
from the: opprejſions hey. ſinſfer(s 5). Thetempetror ſatisfied with! his 
victory, ordered his muſic to play i in token of re joicingy but foxbore 
putſuing the vanquiſhed.** After the battle; it was found chat Dili 
qhan had drank With the _ courage anch ralacrityp the bittet 
cap preſented, him by death: that Aſſalet-qhan, his brother, 
Tech- yet mounted en the pinions of dearh, and wWꝛals haſtening tothe 


za da beats 


Rom-n+cdin gates "of eternity; ind! that A number ef their lion dikke bompanienb 
miſſes Avi Were baking the hme rot, in eempany With thowintrepid cons 
| marſderst“ Msrhyrdur- WHO was depfived of an eye, Which hie Had 
loſt 5 in the battle” by the ſtrbké of a ſpear, Was priſoner; and 15 

was Rehem- qhan alſo; but without being cohHHed. | The bodice 

af Dilir4 qhan and- Afalet- qhan were taken up from the field of 

battle, and inhuwated in a monument betwixt Fax84h and Bycant- 

p8r; and the ſlain in general were brought«together, and All com- 
mitted to the catth. Had the victorious followed their blow; and 
purſued the vanquiſhed, they. would have in \aftered/ Cy ef 

Az imabad at onde, as there did mot remain in it ſo mch us lingle 

ſoldior: they would have plundered it, and would have Baxhed 
Ramenart in, who could not move. But asl it Was orderediby. tate 

thi the city ſh6uld be ſaved, and the 2honouret 40 many noble 
farnilies re Er ved, Cam-car-qhan contented hümſelf with plunder- 

ing the as eee ch and lay ing it unden contibution; without it 
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having once come int ts head to ruſn at once into a eity that 


| would havs coſt him as trouble at all, as it was totally mndcferided: 


LWZ8s talking with my friends in Doctor Fullertorbs bang 14086), 


when news Cane of Ramchariin's being defeated. It was not be- 
USE ed At fipſt; but the intelligente. Being: repeated in ſeveral places, 
ana 10me- Kriown' perfons! returning wounded, news came at laſt that 
Ram naragin and Mirzabdollah were coming, both very much 
wounded. On hearing this, I went to "ſee! und to conſole that of- 
ficer, wh6'wis extremely my friend. Meanwhile the inhabitants 


103 


Were ized With a general conſternation, eſpecially che rich ones; 5 . 


o that Muſtepha-egli hahe brother to Mirza-iredj -qhan put his 50 


Kigiily and Wealth in à number of Boats; and brouglit tliem under 
the Windows ef the Engliſti factory; ready to croſs the river, whilſt 
here hentepa fed to Mlirga-abdollaht Todgings, which were Cloſe'to that 
Reto Si the outſide of the city walls. For my own part, as 1 
had neither family nor money in the city, I was eaſy enough, and 
could not help reprimanding Muſtegha-ogli-qhan for his haſtineſs;, 
but hel made Hodeοðαt of the admonition; and leaving his family 
inctha eas, oH took up his abode elſewhere) Mr. Amyatthear- 


ing ef Ramlnartin's being come, went to ſee him, and toiadmi- 


mitter ſome conſolation to his mind; hut finding every thing in con- 
fuſiomms that family, he appointed ſome of his own people for the 
fafety of that governot's per ſon and houſe; ahd went away. Ram. 
narẽ in aſked him what was to be done? Therother infivered,/ “ That 
Ait was not cuſtomary in his nation to givegroundleſs hopes, or to 
i{pritk falſehoodgsi: that as matters ſtood: now, he otiglit to take 
<A ſho meaſures a8 might f ecure his perlonz B) artin gUbcording to 
eee the: times, uhtil an army ſhould come from 
* Rengal. This undiſguiſed advice efigaged Ram narain to write 
'ailattee!to tho emiÞetor,: in which he excel Himſelf on the palps 
nel Are from his wounds, for nbt wiyins him hies reIpects, ds 
id watiakIg- Ic <0; and this: correfpbntence hawingitaken wp 
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to the city, which was incapable! of making. any defence; this 
interval afforded the runaways time to return thither in greater 
numbers, and to fill all the parts with armed men. News coming 
at the ſame time to the emperor and to Cam-car-qhany that-the 
Bengal army was on its march, with the Colonel and the Engliſn 
at its head; they raiſed their _P and marched forward 40 meet 
the enemy. | ES, 
And here it will not be improper t6- remark that Mien, who 
was the general of that army, having never been in any engage - 
33 ment, or chanced to be fixed by the piercing eye of a warrior ac- 
aol C. cuſtomed to quench his thirſt in hoſtile blood, he was inclined to en- 
det tertain ſo very high notions of his own proweſs, that he thought 
himſelf the moſt valorous man in the world ; inſomuch, that with 
his own troops only (and on thoſe he repoſed the greateſt conſi- 
dence) he intended to give the enemy battle, and to gain the vic- 
tory, without the aſſiſtance of the Engliſh. Now it muſt be 
remembered, that the Engliſh in an engagement, always fight a- 
part, never mixing with any auxiliaries or confederates, leſt theſe 
laſt ſhould diſturb their order of battle; only, if ſome man of con- 
ſequence ſhould chuſe, for his own ſafety, to take ſhelter within 
their ranks with a ſmall number of guards and friends, he is always 
welcome. In conſequence of this diſpoſition, the two armies of 
the Colonel's and of Miren's, approached the enemy aſunder from 
each other; and this was in an open plain, where the eye eould 
reach every object from afar. Miren on deſerying the enemy, 
mounted his elephant, and ranged his troops apart from the Engliſh. 
The Engliſh ranged themſelves in their cuſtomary order, with their 
artillery in front, and their Talingas on the wings. As to the em- 
peror's army, where there was not a man capable of equalling Dilir-. 
qhan, it was divided by Cam-car-qhan in two parts: the firſt, being 
his firſt line, he put under the orders of two commanders of cha- 
DE racter, namely, Cadyr-dad-qhan, ſon to Qhalyc-dad-qhan,.. the 
| Tirinian; and Ghglam-ſhah, the Lucnovian. At the ſame. time. 
he took charge of the other, with which he formed the ſecond line. 
The emperor himſelf, with his houſhold, took his poſt in the rear, 
and became an uncommon ſpectacle for both friends and foes; The 
armies. 
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anmies having approached each other, n and Ghg = 
lam-ſhah, left the Engliſh army at their right, and. falling as oncg 
upon Miren's troops, they afforded. him a ſpecimen. of a furious 
attack, rendered dreadful by a promiſcuous ſlaughter. On the firſt, 
onſet, numbers of Miren's troops were ſo appalled, as to confound 
their. ranks: Miren himſelf, without minding his high rank and 
conſpicuqus ſtation, was ſtruck. with u panic, and turned about; 
he fled for ſome time, followed. reluctantly by ſome of his com- 
manders, who in vain called on him to return; fome even chided 
him; but the cowards who were flying with him, finding that his 
flight went ſo much to their own diſcharge, thought only of mend- 
ing their pace. It was at that time that the Engliſh having com- 
/ menced. firing, the battle blazed out; and Miren chided by his 
commanders, plucked up ſome courage, and reſolved to return to 
the field of battle. A number of braves took him in the middle 
of their ranks, and returned to the charge, where they behaved 
ſo as to be remazked from both ſides. This was no ſooner obſerved 
by Cadyr- dad - qhan, than he advanced, and let fly a ſhower of ar- 
rows; the very firſt of which having lodged in the breaſt of Mah- 
med-amin-qhan, | ho had eſpouſed Miren's aunt, and was mounted 
on an elephant cloſe to him, it killed him outright, and diſpatched. 
him to the other world. Another arrow hit Miren himſelf, and 
broke one of his teeth; and whilſt he was carrying his hand thi- 
ther, another arrow: lodgeditſelf in his neck, without finiſhing him 
however; for his laſt hour was not yet come. After this flight of 
arrows, Cadyr-dad-qhan' s men falling upon the braves that ſur- 
rounded Miren, came to hand blows with them; and being warmly 
received, the buſineſs of wounding and killing with ſabre, and ar- 
row, and ſpear, went on briſkly; and numbers on both, ſides being er 
wounded. and ſlain, the engagement became hearty. and warm. In an. 
a little time the ground was ſtrewed with a/ vaſt number of bodies. 
But Miren had loſt his preſence of mind: he held his empty bow in 
his hand, without once remembering to put the other into his quiver: 
Mok his head to and fro, like the. flame of a burning taper, for 
fear, doubtleſs, of being hit again by ſome other arrow; and he 
Was ready ip. turn about a ſecond time. At this critical moment, 1 
N the 


_———_ : _—— I * » —— 


— + — —— — — — r - - 


— 


n — N. — A... 
— 5 OH "=> ron”, «= fc "pd << _ > wo © .* . * d _— C7 Y l l , 
* * 93 x = A —— * — * — - — WY % . « * 4 * — 4 * 
IL — IT In a Hand Re, umn TIES IS=5 5 : — rue, 3, * 


— 


— — — — — 


- * — — gp .,uT. 
"= IIS yr > na 
= = ”, 1 bd 


: 
24.4 36 7 
. 


—_— — - = > 
—  — 

- — 
OY 


þ | 
i 

4 
1 
9 
1 
4 
1 
| 
i 
1s 
9 all 
50 


— = = 
—-y — = - — - — : 
_ = \ _ - = — = 
— — — 2 — — . 
a — — — —— ͤ — 
— * — — - a. 
- * — £4 . 4 * 
- i . — — — : 


106 


Cam- ear 


75 detach- ay of troops end thtnite 4 the nt, Fut "fires 4h e Eci 


＋ 5 


THEY R Wor AG HERTN “ ok, 
the Fheliſh 1 Eren moving! front: CHdyr-dad2 qhatits' 36bjs 
in flank and rex; and A. we hitting that commander, Killed HHO 
the ſpot. Cate ir=qhamnr Who had advanced 4H reneriÞs s Firs 
port, having had a ful iet Of the mall mbet bft his ttobpS HARP 
of the hayock which the English fire was makking every where} <P 
not think i it ac 10 ſtatid his ground; ; and hie tuſned abdut arid 
retreated. GhSlam- ſhah, the ſecond cmifander, s ge gde, 
as well as Aziz. ah-qhan, comptroller of the &iperdr's houſeL 
hold; and both being furrdunded by Miren's :$60þle," Were merci- 
lefsly hacked to pieces; o that victory remained to that prince. 
Camecars qhan, who had quitfed: the field. f Pattleh! hight pöbper 
to carry the emperor to Bahar; Whilſt Miren returned to his quar- 
ters, Where having ordered he muſic to pla im ie rejoicing * 
on this victory, hie ſpent his time in providing för His wounds, and 
thoſe of his" people, as well. as in pmifyingand#hamein the re. 
mains of the late Mahimedcamin- han. T al ſa took care 'e8i\ren2 
der the lat duties to the fläin that covered the granny Aha! Hike 
days were 1 ent on that Pot? Where medtithile e W 3 lite Ky 
every perſon I town, m1 PRA only excepred,” every" Ante Mavigg ta 
gain Wie: fav Gur- - But Ram Narain af TER” ABHGIah; Weft fei 
at home by? their words: 8 ti o Nolde agb ne 
Gy Ve have ſaid that Cam car ce 100 carried“ the*emperdr to Ba. 
har: he ta tied there no more than two, or three Gays fer 5H 
expect nothing now. but from his alertneſs, he' reſolve et to leave 
the enemy behind, and by cutting his Way throägh the bins and 
mountains, to be before Nan With them At Moorthoodabdd; Where 
he Would poſſeſs himfelf of Mir-d vifer-hiii's *'wr{on,” und f 
the Wealth of fo rich a capital. With this? Hew;; ile made every 
iran} which his tin {ond permit; ; UE thröwing away, or 
poſſibly putting into ſome caftle, his artileFy An End- Caf. iges, (articles 
which 1119 ht IB) oe 10 many pots ontbrances9 In HRP Hroutf e the 
Hills and ina Warfare of eXperlitig in) he let nd e deen 
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„e being Informed bf this,” Gfphett: a lekter by the port! OTE) 
. And takt ing Wich hirgſtif möſt bf Ent ftv tro6py, Which iche 
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ider tlie command of his: _ brother, Puni⸗ 
narain ß hs in actew. days! ſet out for Moorſhoodabadj: by then very 
road b which Cams car qhan had procceded. Such antiriteUigencs 
codldringt : but aſtoniſh tho old navvab; but never theleſs be put 
KRimſchfflatathe head of Vat troops: he could aſſemble, and fa 
bedy-which hetobiaingd: from the! Engliſh rulers of Calcutta; and 
quitting Moor ſhobdd bad in a fayontable moment, he marched jout 
ati che hend of a reſpectable force. He. was mounted on an ele- 
phanit, and NHD νẽͤca by hib, -h6uſehold and , women,” but always 
took: care nombve be twintitlie lines of the Eimpean Engliſh, who 
marched;> a uſuah With their, artillery. in froritz! and thin Indian 
ſoldiets>do-dartius:/under- the name of Falingas; om their wings 
and flanks.” he navvab's own troops marched in front of theſe, 


and tol theft and: luft; but ata great distance. He alſo en- 


cpedbittthe fame! manner, cand always / in the: middle of the Eu- 
uþ//arndahfirtroaramiegyoned nach Mp 2! 4 
* Duridgall t hoch motements, two Marhatta and of ah 
Hacker; atk clpgo8hybahat and. Bab8L4djan,- with: the Rada of 
Bube gar, cameito eim the Emperor, to hom they paid their 
rep Flzist junction of ſo much light cavalry, put Cam- car- 
Ahan upon SNerfing himſelf It happened that Mir- caſſem-qhan, 
f6n-imdkw?, to tlie mavvab, 2and who had been ſentforu with his 
troops tom Rist loldary GN Rangpoor, oawas:encamped an the river 
Damsdder ane, 'who had received. intePigetice of it, 
marched fixtaasroeftmih one dax, to fall upon: him by ſurpriſcʒ 
but the othötl Rabeng »betimnes? found out his dangerg x tiriſd to the 
grand army, And; only dec of this): people: were: interce ted bythe 
Merhattas;=who juſt ſherwell: themſebyes, and avertook! his rear. 
Nhe naw¾Nab after that gunttion! wil his ſong put himſelf at the 
theadiofithat numero. army, atiditniftine tol his numbers and to 
tlle prevalence of higRighth; lis preſentodchattie cut Gametar-ꝗqhan, 
BD Had 2GeanZencarppadiron the:idther fie Dof hm, [8846 ;ithe 
Hotter not thin g himielt a match fr uch udinet ous Kues, Gre. 
llt Þctcive them, and toigothadki rowardbodiagatubad. 15He 


table only" that night'in that poſtprandial Uapbetakjihe beat his 
WW nagara, 


ed in his de- 


ropean Engliſh: and this diſpoſition continued. until his lone came eva 


4. 


ts brovint. 
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nipura, and took to the road of Azimabad.; Mir-djaafer-qhan 
finding that the enemy avoided an engagement, croſſed the DamB8 | 
der with intention to purſue; and this being perceived hy the ene : 
my, Cam- car-qhan andShyB-bahat, detached themſelves from their 
main, and kept the enemy in play for ſome hours together with 
repeated ſkirmiſhes, until their baggage and main had advanced a- 
their journey by four or five coſſes ; after which they left che enemy 
and rejoined their main. This retreat having ſet at ecaſe Mir- 
djaafer-qhan's mind, who was already elated by his ſon's victory, 
he reſolved to get rid in hir own way of a man on Whoſe necount he 
harboured ſome ſuſpicions, as he was accuſed of ſome: correſpen+ 
dence with the emperor. This was no other than Sheh-abdol-yeh- 
hab-canbs, a commander of character, who had ſerved with diſtine- 
An ovcer tion under Seradj-ed=dg81a. © On this ſingle ſurmiſe, the old navvab 
dee n got him ſeiaed and blown ane this being menen, 
GE; dads formance in that ſtile. N f Milt 6 75002 
- Meanwhile Cam-car-qhan ending bümelf Emo oa 
bered, had thought proper to go back to AEimabad; and on the 
other hand Mir-djaafer-qhan and the Engliſh troops, who are all 
infantry, had become tired of ſuch laborious marches, and of ſuch 
a deſultory kind of war: both nations were to a man deſirous of 
ſome repoſe. They therefore made choice of a proper ſpot near 
Bardevan, where they reſted for ſome days, Waiting to ſee what 
might be Cam- car-qhan's operations with his Marhatta auxiliaries; 
and in what part of the country he would emerge again; for the 
emperor had invited Mꝭſher Laſs, the Frefiehman, to join him 
again; and the latter had quitted his reſidence of Chitur-p8r, ant 
was arrived in the neighbourhood of Azimabad, -whilſt he that had 
invited him over, was yet in the Bardevan. On his approach, a 
general conſternation ſeized the whole city, as there were not in the 
place ahy troops either Hindoſtany or Engliſh. Ram-naräin 
a himſelf ſtood amazed; nor were Mr. Amyatt and the other gentle- 
men of the :Engliſh factory, Without many apprehenſions on their 
own account: for far from being elated by the victory which their 
friends hadipained, they did not think themſelves on a ſtate of de- 
ence againſt Me ſher Laſs ; and n the other hand Ram--naräin, 38 
well 
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well as Muſtepha-c8li-qhan and the other grandees of the city, 
were all out of their minds; nevertheleſs they ſent a gentleman of 


diſtinction to compliment M8ſher Laſs. It was one Mir-djaafer; 


who had got acquainted with that commander, when the latter had 
ſome years ago hired his houſe for lodging his people: his orders 
were to ſound the Frenchman upon his intentions. The envoy ſoon 
returned, and brought intelligence that at preſent he had not ſo 
much as a thought about maſtering the city; and there was a good 
reaſon for it; for as he had come from afar, and by continual 
marches, he had no information at all about the ſtate in which the 
place could be; nor did he know whether it contained any troops, 
and in what number. Had he been informed how deſtitute it was 
of every thing that might be called ſoldiers, he would have not 
failed to lay hold of ſo fair and ſo eaſy an opportunity. There were 
no troops in the city; and all the force in the Engliſh factory, did 
5 not amount to more than one company of Talingas, and a few gen- 


tlemen; for I reckon for nothing thoſe that bad eſcaped from the 


engagement from Ram-nara in: theſe were too much diſheartened 

by their wounds and by their ſhameful defeat, to ſtand the brunt of 
an eſcalade, or an aſſault. The envoy having ſatisfied himſelf with 
the Frenchman's intentions, ſtrove to render others eaſy; but this 
proved a difficult taſk; and the conſternation remained until the 
Frenchman having decamped and marched by the outſkirts of the 


city,” and the ſuburbs of TSI monduvi, went round and advanced 


two or three coſſes, where he encamped on the road to Bahar: then 
only did the inhabitants of Azimabad think themſelves ſafe; and 


then only did they commence to breathe freely, as if they had come 


to life a ſecond time. Mir-djaafer reported, that M8ſher Laſs had 
aſked about his friends in the city, ſuch as Muſtepha-c8li-qhan, 


Mir-abdollah and Mir-afzul, and ſome others; and he added, that 


on his aſking in the name of thoſe friends of his, how matters went 
with him? The Frenchman had contented himſelf with agiNering 
thoſe queſtions by theſe two verſes of the poet's : 

« Turn your eyes from us, for, we are afflicted. 

, © Weareſitting upon a conſuming fire, and nearly reduced to aſhes.” 
On-his arriyal at Bahar, he ſpent his time in manufacturing gun- 
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powder, and making every preparation Suh. hls circumſtances 


could afford: but they had fo good e at | Avian thay 


his preparations were known day by dax. Oren 
It was at this very time that Camcar-qhan returned with the em- 


peror from his expeditioh of Bardevan; but hardly were they ar- 


The refrac- 
tory goveru- 
or of P8rani- 
ah wants to 
join theShah- 
tada. 


rived, when they heard feveral good news at one and the fame 
time; for it was about this time that Qhadem-haſſen-qhan, gover= 
nor of P8raniah wrote word, that he was attached to the Impe- 
« rial ſervice, and would ſoon come up with his forces to the em- 
« peror's aſſiſtance ;” and meanwhile ſams of money in {mall par- 
cels came to the Imperial treaſury from Radja D8II8b-ram,* by the 
channel of the Sanyaſſee fakyrs, who alſo brought letters which 
aſſured the Emperor of his attachment and devotion to his Toaperial 
ſervice. Nor was that ſilent manner of tranſacting buſineſs un- 
known to Mir-afzul, the Caſhmirian'merchant, a man of eminence 
who aſſiſted the emperor | both with money and information. Un- 
luckily for that prince, Qhademi-hafſen-qhan was faulty in delaying 
his departure ſo much; for had he come at that time, it is certain 
that he would have maſtered the city of Azimabad with eaſe, and 
that ac eſt would have added a great deal of renown and 
inns e he DN name; and indeed although the emperor 
and Cam-car-qhan, had thought proper on their arrival at Bahar, to 

give their forces ſome repoſe, nevertheleſs all was confuſion in 
Azimabad, as there were not in that city any troops that could'be 
truſted ; and the governor as well as the inhabitants trembled for 
their own ſafety, even at the very time he did every thing in his 
power to encourage his people, and to put his towers and ramparts . 
in repair.” At lust he found himſelf at the head of ſomething that 
looked like a force; and his city was put in a ſtate of defends, 
Meanwhile letter after letter was going to Moorſhoodabad te repre- 
ſent the ſtate of impotence, to which the departure of his brother, 


Dirdij-nar in, with all the forces of the province, had reduced him. 


Theſe efforts were ſeconded by Mr. Amyatt, who was preparing 


for his own defence, and had afſembletl in the factory about three com- 


panies of Talingas, who had been hitherto diſperſed in fevetal out- 
poſts. But hardly were thoſe preparatives finithed, when'the em- | 


peror 
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peror made his appearance with his general, and at laſt beſieged the 
city. Immediately the garriſon was diſtributed every where, and 


every thing prepared for a vigorous reſiſtance. But. amongſt thoſe 


propoſed to the defence of the walls, none cut ſo conſpicuous a 
figure as Rao · ſnitab- ray, who although but one of the many that 
had. been i in the battle loſt by Ram-narain, ſeemed to be the moſt 
humbled: by that diſgrace, and the moſt active in endeayouring to 
retrieve his honour. He paſſed every night on the ramparts with- 
out ſleeping, whilſt his corps, that did not amount to more than 
two or three hundred men, was ſo much encouraged by his example 
and by his liberalities, that his ſoldiers proved at all times the boldeſt 
and moſt active of the whole garriſon. The emperor and his gene- 
ral were encamped at the Eaſtern gate, near the citadel; and an 
aſſault had already been given to it. The fifth or ſixth day of the 
ſiege, MS8ſher Laſs having ſpied in the Southern part of the wall 

a ſpot proper for his deſign, applied a ladder, upon which ſome of 
his men mounted directly. Luckily for the beſieged that Doctor 
Fullerton with ſome officers and a few Talingas, immediately ran 
to. that part, where one of the officers finding a rocket under his 
hand, ſet fire to it, and threw it againſt the Frenchman, whom it 
overthrew in the ditch whether dead or alive. The report having 
brought  Shitsb-riy to the ſpot, he ordered his men to 
go round out of the gate, and to take the aſſaulters in flank; 
which being brayely. executed by thoſe people, whilſt the Talingas 
fired upon them from the wall, the French were repulſed and 
obliged to deſiſt. Two days after, at about four o'clock in the 
morning, M8ſher Laſs commenced another attack on the Weſtern 
{ide of the city; and he played his cannon and mortars with ſo good 
effect, that a general terror ſeized the inhabitants. At the ſame 
time another attack was formed on the Eaſtern ſide by Zin-el- 


abedin-qhan, of whoſe valour and high character we have made 


mention in our account of Mahmed-c8li-qhan's retreat: part of 
the wall, which was of maſonry, had been thrown down by the 
French artillery; and Zin-el- abedin-qhan having ordered his ſtan- 
dard-bearer to precede, planted ſome ladders, and mounted imme- 


h himſelf the foremoſt. Being arrived ypon, the top of the 
P 2 wall, 
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wal, he planted his ſtandard with his own hand, and wit! 0 | 
joined by a few men that were emulous of his bravery; and theſe” 
commenced firing upon the garriſon, which ſtood below, and 
killed ſo many men, that the others thought proper to ſeek their 
ſafety by flight. Nevertheleſs that brave officer was not within the 
place as yet: the wall was lofty, and it became neceſſary to draw 
up the ladders, and to let them down again ; a manceuvre that took 
up ſome time, and put it in the power of P8r-dil-qhan-ball8ch, 
the DjonpSrian, to come up with his corps, and to ſupport the 
garriſon. A warm firing enſued, which ſoon brought Doctor Ful- 
lerton with a few Talingas thither ; and matters became doubtful, 
when ſome muſket-ball hit Zin-el-abedin-qhan in the leg, and ſhat- 
tered the bone into ſhivers. He was ſupported by his men, who 
took him up in their arms, and were at the pains of letting him 
down the wall in that condition ; and thither they all followed him, 
no one daring to ſtand his ground without their brave commander. 
All this while I had been faſt aſleep ; but being now awakened 
by the roaring of the cannon, I got up, and went on the terrace of 
Mir-abdollah's houſe(s8), (a gentleman of whom mention has al- 
ready been made more than once) from whence I had a good 
view of the double attack carrying on at the Eaſtern and Southern 
fides of the city. Our whole quarter was up now, and in the utmoſt . 
Azimabas terror and confuſion. Luckily that the day clearing up, I diſcovered 
lr? beyond the ſands which were in the river's bed, and on the oppoſite 
ede cen, fide of the ſhore, ſome Engliſh colours and ſtandards flying. At 
do. the fame time I obſerved ſome badjarows and other boats putting 
off from the Engliſh factory, and making towards the oppoſite 
ſhore. On ſending for intelligence at the factory, I learned that 
Captain Knox had brought up in fo ſhort a time, as thirteen" days 
only, a detachment from Bardevan; and that Mr. Amyatt was 
ſending boats to bring them over. It being now broad day, I took 
Mir-abdollah with me and went to ſee Ram- -narain, who lived. in 


Iſmäil-qhan's ſeat, whoſe garden came cloſe to the city's berme. He 


a—_— 


(88) Called by the author g f vi becauſe he drew hzs a ee from the def. or of the Sefan 
race, one of the firſt founders of which was Shah-fs H, u ho reigned | in Iran, or renn, in 
the rann century. However Sheb. Hab. der i is the real founder. 


Was 
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was pate; his lips. dry, his whole perſon impreſſed with fear; -nor 
was Doctor Fullerton himſelf without ſome emotion. And no won- 
der: people were now under general apprehenſions that, although 
the laſt attack had been got over with the utmoſt difficulty, yet. 
the next might prove more difficult. The gencral opinion being 
now, that the enemy had found out the way to get within the city, 
and had only miſcatried by an accident. It became notorious now 


that there was a breach in the wall, and that the ſame ſcene would | 


be commenced again the next night; and as P8r-dii-qhan had 
been wounded with moſt of his people in ſuccouring the breach, no 
troops could be prevailed upon now to go on that ſervice, although 


the breach had been made up with mud ; for fo prevalent were | 


every one's: fears, that they all declined , marching thither. The 
diſcouragement being then ſo general, the city could not hold 
out another night, and would aſſuredly be taken: in which caſe 
Ram-nariin with his family and garriſon would fall in the enemy's 
power infallibly. Such were the diſcourſes of that aſſembly, and 
ſuch the face of things. In a moment I made ſign to Doctor Ful- 
lerton, and I informed him that an Engliſh detachment was com- 
ing. An Engliſb detachment, ſaid he with amazement; where, and 
how ? I explained my intelligence : he was tranſported with joy ; 
and Ram-narzin hearing it, commenced-to breathe freely; and he 
ſent a meſſenger to. aſcertain that piece of news. The meſſenger 
returned, and confirmed my report: the governor now got up, and 
ſeemed to have commenced to live anew. From Ram-nariain's 


houſe I went with Doctor Fullerton to Mir-abdollah's, and from 
thence to Mr. Amyatt's, where I found Captain Knox, who was 
an acquaintance of mine; and there I learned that he had ſet out 


from Bardevan with five companies of Talingas, and one company 
of European Engliſh : which detachment having performed in 
_ thirteen days, a march of full nineteen ſtages, was.overcome with 


fatigue; although that officer, to leave no excuſe to the ſoldiers, 
uſed to march on foot himſelf the whole day, and to give an ex- 


ample of patience to all. I heard alſo, that the reaſon of their 
having come by the other fide of the Ganga, was out of an ap- 
ae leſt: the enemy ſhould advance a detachment to meet 


them. 
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them, by which incident their purpoſe might have bern wholly 
defeated, or at leaſt, their march ſo much impeded,” that mean- 
while the emperor might have rendered himſelf maſter of the city. 
Mr. Amyatt was buſy in ſending wine and other refreſnments and 
neceſſaries to the detachment; and he adviſed the commander to 
let his people take ſome reſt that day. In the evening Captain 
Knox embarked with his detachment, and with colours flying and 


drums beating, he landed at the Weſtern gate, from whence he 


marched with a military look, and a reſolute countenance, through 
the markets and the high ſtreet, as far as the caſtle, to the great 


5 
. 


comfort of the citizens, who on beholding the Engliſh march 


through their city, gave up their apprehenſions about an eſcalade, 
and about an aſſault, and ſaid openly, that now that the Engliſh 
were within their walls, the enemy would not dare to come to at- 
tack again. As ſoon as night came on, Captain Knox with two 
other officers more and a guide, got out of the city, and having 
approached unperceived cloſe to the enemy's quarters, he viewed 
carefully the outſide of the walls, and the enemy's encampment, 
with the roads leading to it, as well as the ſituation of the ground, 
and then returned within, without having been diſcovered. The 
next day, at about noon- day, a time when Cam- car-qhan had juſt 


| eaten his meal, and laid down his clothes to take his uſual nap, the 


Engliſh were already in his camp; and whilit his men, accuſtomed 
to the Indian habit of taking their afternoon nap likewiſe,» had 
retired to ſome ſhady place for that purpoſe, or, were buſy in pre- 
paring their victuals, or in ſome other avocation, the Captain made 


ſuddenly his appearance with.a ſmall number of men, and made 


a diſcharge of muſquetry unexpectedly. On the firſt fire the 
troops in the intrenchment turned about, and fled in the utmoſt 


conſternation, leaving Cam-car-qhan to ſhift for himſelf : this 


general, ſurrounded by the Engliſh forces, thought himſelf undone ; 
he had all the pains in the world to make his eſcape ; and it-was 


without either turband, clothes, or ſlippers. The Captain having 
taken away . ſome of the enemy's colours, then flying on the en- 


trenchment, with ſome other things that happened to be in his 
way, returned in triumph. After ſuch an adventure, Cam- car- 
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chan had no Romach for tarrying any more in the ſubutbs of the 
eity; he decamped immediately and pitched his tents in the plain, 
andd at a diſtanee from the houſes, for fear of being ſurpriſed in the 
night time. In a few days more he found his place untenable; and 
quitting his peſt, he repaired to Gi4ya-manpSr, where he turned 
his views towards raiſing contributions for the emperor, who hav- 
ing no other reſource but that zemindar, was: obliged to give his 
conſent to Whatever he propoſed. Meanwhile he had ſeveral times i 
invited my forgiven father to come to his camp, and the latter had 
exeufell himſelf as often, under a variety of pretences; but in fact, 
bectuſe he rightly concluded that ſuch a ſtep of his would render 
him odiobs to the government of Azimabad. The emperor took of- 
fence at this refuſal; and Cams ear-qhan was aggravating the circum- 
ſtances of i it; but as he was a man of expedients, he propoſed to bring 
him tocamp within twenty-four hours, by only ordering the Marhatta 
Shy dbhat to make ſome excurſions on his eſtate a nd djaghiri- lands. 
The -emperor approved his expedient, and laid his commands on 
the Marhatta officer accordingly ; ſo that the whole eſtate was go- 
ing now to be plundered and ſacked, when my father thought 
proper to ſtay Shy8-bhat's execution, by expreſſing his readineſs to 
repair to the Imperial camp; and he forthwith prepared his equi- 
page. But this intelligence no ſooner came to the ears of Ram- 
narain, than he actes pted to put an end to all intercourſe between 
the Engliſh and me, by giving an exaggerated account of this affair 
to Amyatt: he ſaid, „that Gh$lam-hofltin-qhan by his inter- 
% cure with the En, liſh, was enabled to give his father informa- 
* tion of every word and every tranſaction in the place: that his 
father, although ſubject of this government, and highly b-- 
helden to it for the favour of being reinſtated in the poſſeſſion 
„of his djaghir, was preparing to repair to the Imperial camp, 
be. and to add fuel to d fire that was already conſuming the land: 
he added, that Gh8lam-hoflvin-qhan' muſt be enjoined to write 
_ * to his father ſo effectually, as to oblige him to abandon ſuch a 
1 miſchievous deſign,” On this [repreſentation Mr. Amyatt de- 
fired me to comply with the requeſt.” « Janſwered, by taking God 
«Almighty to witneſs, that ſince Thad attached myſelf to the Eng- 
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< liſh, I had ceaſed all correſpondence with my father, having never 


<« ſo much as wrote him a letter, or even ſent him a meſſage: that 


what Ram-narain had been pleaſed to ſay, was true only in part, 


the reſt being founded on mere miſinformation: that it was notor- 
jous that my father, after having by a variety of artifices got rid. of 
the emperor's ſervice, was living peaceably upon his eſtate. in the 
middle of his family and dependants: and now that he is threat- 
« ened with ruin and devaſtation, pray, Sir, what party would you 
have him take? At a time when Ram- narãin armed, ag he is, 
with all the powers of government, finds himſelf unable to cope 
„with the emperor; what can my father do, who lives in the flat 


A 


4 


country and in an open town, where his conſort, his family, his 


« honour.are expoſed to every incurſion? Ram-narain, apprehenſive 
«Jeſt my father, by coming to live in town, and rendering his merit 


* known to the Engliſh, ſhould inſpire them with the thoughts of 


putting him at the head of the government, is afraid of giving 
him leave to reſide in this city ; and at the ſame time he pretends 
„that he ought in an open plain to reſiſt the Imperial will, and to 


* withold his ſubmiſſion: doubtleſs he muſt in his own, defence 
« ſubmit to the emperor's commands. But if it be intended that 


« he ſhould not join the enemy, then let an order be ſent him, to 
„ come and reſide in the city; elſe, to ſend him injunctions not to 
EE join the emperor, and not to ſubmit; to him, is nugatory nor is 


e ſuch an order of a nature to admit execution. This ſpeech 


made ſome effect; and Mr.-Amyatt, who was a man of, ſenſe, and 
of a liberal diſpoſition, having attentively heard what I had faid, ac- 
knowledged the rationality. of it, but added, that although he was 
cbüvide bt it, he ſawino inconvenience in ſending the. letter re- 
queſted. To oblige therefore that gentleman, I took pen and wrote 
juſt ſuch a letter as Ram- narãin had deſired, and I put it in his hands; 
but to repel ſtill more that governor's imputation, I could not help 
obſerving, „that -Ramenarain's earneſtneſs on that ſubject ſeemed - 
calculated to render any Perſon; odious, together with that of my 
« father's; that ſuch letters and ſuch requeſts would never pre- 


vent my father from taleing party with the emperor; and if it 


4 was * intended to prevent that ep, the beſt method. would 
9 be 
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5; be to require him to come to town with his family; otherwiſe he 
«-would unavoidably betake ' himſelf to the only expedient that 
% ld ſecure his life, honour, family and property; and in fact, 
% the truth is, that I had not the leaſt correſpondence with either 
% my father or my brother, or any one in the Imperial camp; and 
«that I carried the precaution ſo far on that ſubject, that when- 
« ever chance would have it ſo, that any one in the ſervice of the 
enemy ſhould come to ſee me, I conſtantly declined the in- 
t terview: and God is my witneſs, that treaſon, artifice, and in- 
% ſincerity, have never been in my character, nor are in it to this day. 
% thank his divine goodneſs, that he made me live every where 
« with honour and dignity; and that I have had opportunities to 
« ſee with my own eyes, that traitors and artificious people, ſo 


«« far from proſpering in this world, ſoon or late, with all their cun- 


« ning and ſhrewdneſs, fall into misfortunes, and are rewarded ace” 
% cording to their deſerts. 0 
« The plain Ahmed I was, and the plain Ahmed am 1 il. x 
After this ſhort digreſſion, which the hiſtorian's character ſeem- 
ed to require, and which the candid reader's benignity ſhall doubt- 
leſs forgive, let us revert to my father. That nobleman, obliged to 
quit his reſidence of Hoſſein-abad, took his ſecond ſon, Naki-aali- 


qhan, with him, and repaired to the Imperial camp, where he was 


received with the utmoſt regard and diſtinction. The Emperor pre- 
ſented him with a qhylaat of four pieces, compoſed of a turband 
that had been rolled on his Imperial head, and of a ſuit of clothes 
which he had put on. He became his prime miniſter of ſtate, his 
deputy in the ſignet office, and the center of all buſineſs civil and 
military, as well as the perſon to whom all the grandees paid their 
court. Cam-car-qhan himſelf thought proper to pay him his re- 
ſpects; and M8ſher Laſs came to vifit him. The Emperor had 


fixed his reſidence in the neighbourhood of Ticary, which is Tar- | 
rounded by the lands belonging. to the two Radjas, Sunder- be. - 


and Bohor-fing ; there he ſpent his time in anxious expectation of 
receiving from day to day ſome letter of the Abdali king, with his 
injunctions to the princes and grandees of Hindoſtan, to recogniſe 
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_ ils authority and his title . Inſtead of that, news came that ba- 
. dums-ghaſſen-qhan, whoſe reconciliation with Miren had been but 
ſuperficial, and who continued to harbour heavy ſuſpicions againſt 
him, was marching to join the Imperial army, and to rid himſelf 
for ever of Miren and his father. But firſt of all h: took care 
before his departure from P8rania, to plunder at pleaſure his own 
country, and to ſqueeze money from whomſoever he could reach, 
whether high or low ; then only did he ſet out on his march. He 
carried with him a full treaſury, a numerous artillery, and an army 
compoſed of picked men and choice troops, which he had been pre- 
paring this long while. His army amounted to five or fix thouſand 
horſe, and to ten thouſand foot ; his. artillery was of forty pieces 
of cannon, large and ſmall. With ſuch a force he reſolved to join 
the Emperor ; and taking his route along the oppoſite or Northern 
* ſhore of the Ganga, he arrived at Hadjip8r, which is over againſt | 
Azimabad, but on the other fide of the. river. Had this arrival 
happened ſome time before, when Azimabad befieged by the Em- 
peror, could hardly muſter any force at all, whether Hindoſtany or 
Engliſh ; there is no doubt but that he would have poſſeſſed him- 
ſelf of that city ; would have thereby raiſed his reputation to the 
ſkies, and would have added a vaſt deal of power and luſtre to the 
Imperial name. But every event having its moment aſſigned from 
above, how could the matter happen otherwiſe ? or how could ſuch 
a diſpoſition from above ſuffer any alteration or any tranſpoſition 
whatever? So important an intelligence could not buta ffect Ram- 
nardin deeply: he went to Mr. Amyatt, ſpoke much of the en- 
feebled ſtate of his garriſon, and of the ſmallneſs of its numbers, 
and ſeemed much depreſſed. Mr. Amyatt anſwered, that at 
« preſent there was little to fear from the Em peror, who was OC- 
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* From ſeveral fimilar paſſages in our hor, ie appears that ſince Nadyr-ſhab's invaſion, 
but above all, ſince the two mighty battles in the province of Delhi, where the Aighans 
deſtroyed a hundred and twenty thouſand Marhattas; all the Indian princes (the 
Muſſulman ones at leaſt) acknowledge a tacit ſubordination to the D8rrani, or Abdali mo- 
narchy. This much is certain, that the Peſbto language and Abdali dreſs, have gained all the 
Northern parts of Hindoſtan, as far as Lucnow, where the ſovercign wears it in winter, 
and ſpeaks a few words of Peſhto ; and where even the women of the leraglio make it a point 
to mix ſome words of it in their ſpeech, | 
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_ e in the pleaſures of hunting and ſeeing enn cas well 


© as buſy i in raiſing contributions z that until he might come again, 
© he, as governor of the place, ought to aſſemble the few troops 
% he had, in order to keep one part on duty upon the walls, and 
e make over the reſt to Captain Knox, who had undertaken to 


« fight Qhadum-hafſen-qhan.” Theſe words thunderſtruck the 


Radja : he could not help expreſſing his amazement that the Cap- 
tain with a few hundred men, ſhould think of attacking a whole 
army of horfe and foot; but finding that the ſcheme was tixedly 


determined upon, he went away to provide the intended re-inforce- | 


ment; and he commanded Sheh-hamid-eddin, and Sahab-dad- 
qhan, and ſome other of his commanders, to croſs over with their 
corps without delay, and to join Captain Knox. Sahab- -dad-qhan 


ſent his bazar or ſuttlers, as well as his tents, not on the other ſide 


of the river-as he was commanded, but in an iſland in the middle of 


the ſtream, whereon he diſplayed his ſtandard. But Sheh-hamid- 


.eddin having his houſe and family at Hadjip8r, made no difficulty 
to croſs over, although he only made a ſhow of his troops. The 
next morning Captain Knox prepared himſelf for crofling the river: 


he had three or four companies of Talingas, one company of 


European Engliſh, two field pieces, and plenty of ammunition. But 
as Rao-ſhitib-riy ſeemed attached to the Engliſh, and a man of 


reſolution; and he had in his pay about two hundred horſe and foot 


that had proved very active in the defence of the place, Mr. Amyatt 
and the Captain propoſed to him to be of the party: Shitab-ray, 
| who wiſhed no better, accepted the offer; and without further 
delay or preparative, he joined Captain Knox, and croſſed over with 
him. As to the auxiliaries which Ram-narfin had provided, theſe 
men, accuſtomed to that methodt hat now diſgraces all Hindoſtanies, 
who take up full ten days to clear their accounts with the treaſury, 

and take up full ten days more to be paid and to make their prepa- 
ratives; theſe men I fay, managed ſo ſlowly, that. not a man of 
them did join Captain Knox. Nay Sheh -hamid-eddin, who to 
_ fave” appearances, had in fact croſſed. over, and advanced two or 
three coſſes, was in reality ſo far from preparing for a battle, that 
he went by aan to \Rao-{bitab-ry, and {poke to him in theſe 
Q 2 words: 
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words: Sir, are you mad, to come hither ? - The Radja does 
not love you, probably, and wiſhes to rid himſelf of your perſon; 
and as to me, on ſelecting me, for crofling over, he had his views 


« unqueſtionably : he wants to inherit one full lack of rupees Which 
« are due to me, as well as to my people, on our arrears; theſe are 

« his motives for ſending you and me over to this warfare with our 
© handful of men. It is with us that he wants to fight at a diſc 
« tance ſuch a man as Qhadum-haffen-qhan, who has ſeven thou. 
« ſand picked horſe, ten thouſand muſqueteers exerciſed, and for- 
« ty pieces of cannon. Will Captain Knox with his five hundred 


* men, and his two pieces of cannon, fight himſelf againſt all that 


« force? Were thoſe five hundred men to be of ſtone, ſtill they 
« will be infallibly knocked down. I adviſe you therefore not to 
continue with them; imagine ſome excuſe, and get yourſelf out 
* of harm's way. As for my Ira I am reſolved to have nothing 
* to do with this affair.“ 

Sheh-hamid-eddin,. after ſome other words to the ame purport, 
went away. As to Sahab-dad-qhan, He was yet in town, when. 
Qhadum-haſſen-qhan was already encamped at about fix or ſeven 
coſſes from Captain Knox. This officer, finding the enemy ſo near, 
came in the dark to Rio-ſhitab-riy's.quarters, and propofed to ſur- 
priſe them in the dead of the night. Our people, faid he, are in 


very ſmall numbers; and I am afraid left, on ſceing the multitudes of 
the enemy, they take fright and hſe their ſenſes. I propoſe therefore 
to fall on the enemy by night; for I reckon either that we ſhall defeat 


and diſperſe them, or that we ſhall deſtroy his ammunition and ſpike his 
artillery, * as well as ſeize his money. In either caſe, we ſball difable the 
enemy eſfectually from doing any thing. Shitab-ray anſwered, that 
* he had no will of his own: that he agreed 1 in his ſcheme, and 
* would follow him whitherfoever he would lead the way, being 
entirely at his command: „Then, replied the Captain, tabe your 
meal, go to ſleep, and let your people do the ſame, as we muſt be up by the 
middle of the night. Shitab-ray did as he was bid; and he was up 


at midnight, 'when' the Captain ſent for him. "This officer left one 


company of Talingas for the guard of his tents; and marched with 
the beſt under” the an of n 535 or guide, who the pre- 
i ceding 
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ceding ad viewed the road, up to the enemy's camp, and had, 
come back again. By a particular ill duck, the night proved ſo dark 


when the Captain approaching one of: 'Shitab-riy's men, who had. 
his match-lock lighted, he found at his watch that it would be 
day-light within two hours; he obſerved © that this was the time 
«when they ought to have been within the enemy's camp; that it 
. was now too late to fall upon them by nne and that there re- 
„ mained no better party than to return to camp. Shitab-ray aſſented, 
and they returned to camp. But hardly had they layed down their 
arms and waſhed their hands and faces, when Qbadum-haſſen-qhan 8 
van- guard made its appearance at day break. . The Captain being 
the firſt man up, got his men under arms, and fent word to Shitab- 
ray. to do the ſame: the latter armed himſelf, got his men ready, 
and joined the Engliſh, reſolved to ſhare their fate. As ſoon as Qha- 
dum-haſſen-qhan faw the Engliſh out of their camp, he ſent a 
body of troops, who plundered. it thoroughly, and killed or wound- 
ed ſome men that had been left in it, as well as ſome others that 
were coming to join the Captain from the city. Many more had 
time to fly back; and ſome. frightened chairmen with. their pa- 
lekeis on their ſhoulders, finding thofe boats at the water fide; that 
had been provided for an emergency, got into them and croſſed over 
to the city. Meanwhile Qhadum-hafſen=qhan's troops having di- 
vided into ſeveral bodies, attacked the Engliſh on all ſides; The 
latter ſtood their ground undauntedly, firing their cannon with 
ſteadineſs and pꝛeciſion, their officers ſtanding over them, and di- 
xecting their fire, with the utmoſt coolneſs and intrepidity. Shi- 
tab-ray was doing the ſame on his fide : he was animating his men 
to do their duty; and whenever the enemy attempted to approach 
too near, they were conſtantly repulſed by Shitab-ray's advancing 
on them, or by being occaſionallly aſſiſted by ſome. cannonl ſhot di- 
rected from the Engliſh line, againſt tlioſe that preſſed upon him. 
The engagement was maintained on bothi ſides in tllis- manner, as 
late as twelve o clock Cat this tine -Mir-afzyl, f general to- the ene. 
my s troops, received orders fram his maſter, 'toifortw the whole 
army in two bodies, and to attack at once ci both' ſideb , But as 
3 18 Bs they 
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that the man loſt his way; and they had much marched already, 
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| they had already obſerved, chit ks ine waits hey hakt en l- 


finity of horſes by the Engliſh cannon balls, they all alighted and 
marched up on foot; and now the cannon ceaſing! on both _— 
the engagement went on with muſket firing only: 

I was at that time ſtanding on the wharf of the Englih faory, 
and looking at the runaways that were croſſing the water; Mr. 
Amyatt: was ſtanding cloſe to me, looking with his glaſs ; and on 
diſtinguiſhing an Engliſh paleky, he concluded that it muſt be ſome 
wounded officer which they were bringing back. At laſt the 
boats arrived, and the men landed; but as they had fled in a panic, 
every one of them reported that the Engliſh were undone, and that 
Qhadum-haſſen-qhan had gained the victory. As they were una- 
nimous in their report, fear and anxiety ſeized not only Ram- narain, 


and the whole of the inhabitants of the city, but the Engliſh of 


the factory themſelves, who liftened to every exploſion in great ap- 
prehenſions of what might happen. I was with Mir-abdollah, my 
friend, and ſome others, cloſe to Mr. Amyatt, and endeavouring 
to. encourage that gentleman and the reſt by ſome obſervations 'of 
mine: I took notice that theſe men gave no detail at all; that 
* they ' ſeemed. overcome with fear; that the ſmoak on the other 
„ ſide of the water was kept up; and the report of cannon and 
C muſquetry continued: how then could thoſe runaways know 
that the Engliſh were defeated? If they have been defeated, 


«'who-ate thoſe then that go. on actually with the engagement?“ 


After ſaying: theſe few words, I went to Mir-abdollah's houſe, and 
ſtanding on the terrace with a number of others, I was liſtening 
and looking. At this very moment a great. exploſion rent the air. 
On hearing it, I exclaimed: out that now, if after this we ſhould 
hear the report of the cannon, then the Engliſh were victorious; 


d elſe, it would prove the very reverſe. Another exploſion follow 


ed; and then for ſome moments all was ſilent again: and people 
became anxious and frarful as the cannon was heard no more. But 
this was not my opinion; and I declared that Qhadum- haſſcn- 
qhan was vanquiſhed, and tetreating. No one amongſt the by- 


ſtanders would believe me, ſo confounded were they with aſtoniſh- 


ment and fear. A moment after, ſome — were heard again, 
and 
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and then' they: ceaſed nn but inſtead of that, we bed a 
ſadden flame that flaſhed out very high, and then ſubſided totally; 
and this flaſhing was ſucceſſively obſerved ſeveral times. By this 
time the day was far ſpent, and the evening approaching, when a 
note came to Mr. Amyatt from Captain Knox, which mentioned 


that the enemy was defeated and flying. This intelligence was 


ſent to all the principal men of the city, and occafioned a deal of 
Joy. On this intelligence I went to the factory to compliment the 


g-ntlemen, when on the duſk of the evening Captain Knox him- 


{cif crofſed over, and came with Shitab-ray in his company; they 
were both covered with- duſt and ſweat ; the Captain then gave 
ſome detail of the battle, and paid the greateſt encomiums to Shi- 
_ tab-ray's-zeal, activity and valour: he exclaimed ſeveral times 
This is a real navvab: I never ſaw ſuch a navvab in my tie. 

few moments after Ram-nargin was introduced; he had in his com- 
pany both Muſtepha-c8li-qhan, and Mahmed-afac, the cutval of 


the city, with ſome other men of conſequence, who on hearing of | 


the arrival of thoſe two men, had flocked to the factory; and on 
ſeeing them alone, could not help believing that they had eſcaped 
from the ſlaughter; ſo far were they from conceiving that a few 
hundreds of men could defeat a whole army. Nor could they be 
brought to believe (impreſſed as they were with Hindian notions) 
that a commander would quit his army ſo unconcernedly, unleſs he 
had indeed run away from it; nor would they liſten to what Mr. 


Amyatt repeatedly ſaid to convince Ram-narain and the others of 
their miſtake. Mr. Amyatt went on recounting, that as © Mir- 


« afzyl had been defeated with his troops, it could not be ſaid that 
* Qhadum-haſſen-qhan had gained the victory; ſince he had no 


other troops than thoſe led on by Mir-afzyl: that one might 


* reckon on his having been certainly defeated, as his troops were 
« diſperſed, - and himſelf retreating and retiring far off, to be out 
« of the reach of a ſurpriſe: he added that the Captain finding no 
enemy in the field of battle, or in their camp, had purſued for 
* a whole coſſe: that he had brought away all the enemy's cannon 
and baggage, as well as vaſt a number of his wounded, which 
" laſt he had taken care of; and that he had {et on fire all the pow- 
| | . « der 
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der and ammunition. which had fallen in his hands: ſo that the 55 


blaze which had been perceived aroſe from that execution: that 


„ the Captain finding the enemy gone far off, had left the command of 


« his troops to his officers, and returned to the factory to take 
« ſome reſt; and as Shitab- ray had now extremely endeared him 
« ſelf to the Engliſh, he had brought him over for the ſame pur- 
% poſe.” Ram-narzin and the others having their incredulity a 
little affected by ſuch a circumſtantial detail, returned home ſome- 
what eaſier than they had come. In the morning the ſame account 
came from ſeveral places, and ceaſed to be doubtful. _Qhadum- 
hafſen-qhan had fled towards Betiah ; and the Engliſh and Shitab- 
ray's troops having tarried a few days more, croſſed over and came 
back to town. It is from that time that we muſt date the high 
character, for bravery and abilities, to which Shitab- ry roſe amongſt 
the Engliſh. He from that moment won the hearts of the whole 
nation; and all to a man became convinced of the ſincerity: of his 


zeal and attachment: and really he deſerved that confidence, having 


afforded ample matter for it. Nor were the dignities and the 
ſtation, to which he was raiſed afterwards, owing to any thing elſe 
but to the gratitude: of the Engliſh, and to their talent for angling 
out and ſelecting men of parts. 

A few days after this victory, intelligence came that Miren with 
the forces of Bengal, commanded by Colonel Clive, now ſtiled 
Seif-djung(9®), was haſtening to Azimabad by continual.\marches. 
The court of Mooſhoordabad informed, that Qhadum-haſſen-qhan 
was going thither with a great force by the Northern fide of the 
water, whilſt the Emperor was maſter of the Southern ſhore, enter- 
tained the more apprehenſions on that ſubject, as the navvab knew 
how ſmall a force was that which Ram-narain could muſter ; and 


how ſmall would prove the reſiſtance which he could afford to 
make againſt two ſuch powerful enemies. It was therefore reſolved 


that Miren, who was his father's general, ſhould march to Ram- 
narain's aſſiſtance. Letters at the ſame time from Ram-narain, 
which complained of the ſmallneſs of his force; and they were 
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ſupported by Mr. Amyatt, who oft his' fide took care to tepreſent 
that he needed an immediate aſſiſtanee. Theſe repreſentations made 
ſuch an impreſſſon at Moorſhoodabad, that Miren ſet out with a . 
numerous army, and numerous artillery: he had with him Colonel = hes 
Clive and his Engliſh, and they arrived near Azimabad at the end 
of the dry ſeaſon; but did not enter the city, as Qhadum-hafſen- g 
qhan was encamped on the other fide of the Ganga. They croſſed ul 
therefore that river in purſuit of the enemy: it was at the beginning 4 1 
of the month of Zilcaad, of the year 1173 of the Hegira. The go- 
vernor of Pgrania, who had been defeated by Captain Knox's ſmall 
force, did not think himſelf a match for the joint efforts of the 
army of Bengal, and the Englifh of the. ColoneP's; yet he continu- 
ed to expreſs himſelf in a very high flown ſtile: but it was only out 
of policy; and in reality, he was impreſſed with black fears, and 
withed only for an opportunity to make his efcape to ſome place of 
ſafety; Nor was fuch a meafure eaſy: the river Gandec, which 
comes from the mountains of the north to join the Ganga at fome 
diſtance Weſt of Hadjip8r, was full on his paffage ; nor could ſuch 
a river be croſſed over by ſo numerous an army, and fo immenſe a 
baggage, as his, without a large number of boats: and on the other 
hand, Miren having marched ſeveral days conſecutively, was now 
over againſt him. On this intelligence Qhadum-haſfen-qhan diſmiſ- 
ſed his baggage in the latter part of the night, and with an army 
thus diſincumbered, he marched ſo expeditiouſly, that in the morn- & 
ing he could hardly be diſcovered from the van-guard of Miren's 
army, being already at fo great a diſtance. Miren who took thoſe 
troops to be the Shah-zada'sarmy, of which he was afraid, as he had 
received two wounds from them, declined the combat; and he alſo 
ſent-word to the Engliſh to caution them againſt being too eager in 
purſaing the enemy. A few ſhot only, with ſome muſket balls, 
were exchanged from a diſtance ;. and whilſt matters were yet uncer- 
tain, Qhadum-hafſen-qhan, who had got near the woody country 
which he had been ſeeking, found means to effect his eſcape before 
the miſtake, could be corrected. Miren purſued: without ſeeing an 
enemy: and after advancing ſome coſſes, even beyond him, he 
found Himfelf on the banks of a river, without knowing whither he 
Ihr II. R was 
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was now come; that hour which the Divine Providence 
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was going, or where he was actually. But now his laſt day was 
come; and the moment of his death was at hand. Moſt of Qha- 
dum-haſſen-qhan's men had loſt their way; both becauſe they 
were in a foreſt(9:), and becauſe they were confounded by having 
the enemy at their heels. Diſperſed in the middle of the woods, 
it became impoſſible for them to reach the rendezyous : it is even 
reported that Qhadum-hafſen-qhan, for want of accommodations, 
had paſſed the whole night upon his elephant, as did moſt of his 
men upon their horſes ; and that he had undergone every hardſhip. 
imaginable during the whole night. At day break, his people could 
not diſcover the morning ſtar, and they concluded that it muſt be 
hidden by the chain of mountains cloſe to which they ſuppoſed them+ 
ſelves to be actually: but now their caſe was deplorable : they had a ri- 
ver in front, the enemy in the rear, and were at a loſs what would be- 
come of them. The next morning, luckily forthem, * U $laſt hour 

d ſet apart 
for that tyrant's chaſtiſement, and for a day of retribution: for now- 
the rainy ſeaſon had ſet in with its uſual fury ; and at the beginning. 
of the night there fell ſuch a violent ſtorm of rain, as obſcured the 
world fn Miren and his flatterers, and turned the luminous days 
of his life and proſperity, into utter darkneſs and everlaſting obſcu- 
rity. It was now ten o'clock at night; but the rain continuing with 
unremitting violence, he had already diſmiſſed two or three of his 
favourites, ſuch as Seyd-mahmed-qhan and Himmet-qhan: two 
men who were his intimates and always with him. Half an hour 
after, Miren obſerving that the ſtorm and rain increaſed in violence, 
quitted the ſpacious tent in which he then was, and went-into one. 
ſmaller and fair; one of thoſe called Den Wea or tente, 


* 


— * m 2 1 — * * 


(91) No man that has wat ſeen the foreſts of 1 can Wie, an | idea of the n 
and horror by which a viſitor is at once ſurrounded, Lofty trees eternally green, growing 


cloſe together, intercept, not only the light of the ſun, but the very ſight of the ſky, Not 


a leaf is ſeen moving, not a bird is ſeen hopping about, ſave. ſome crows ; and chirping | 
is as unknown there as would be an organ touched by a Handel. Such are the Sal foreſt . 
that bound Bengal on the North ; and ſuch the $ahwan or Tec foreſt that boundi it on the Weſt. 
and South Weſt, - Miriades of red ants till more formidable by their enormous bigneſs than 
by their yoracity, ſeem, as well as ſtupendous ſerpents, to be the only inhabitants of thoſe 
lonely woods; that is the Weſtern ones. As for tygers, lions, deer, and other animals, they 
ſeem to avoid them, and to covet _ l and graſſy plains. | ki 


Which 
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which are "OY lower and much cloſer to the ground, and like- 
wiſe made faſt by a greater number of iron pins. As he intended 
to paſs the night there, one of his two or three favourite women 
which always followed him wherever he went, preſented Herſelf at . 
the foot of his bed, together with a ſtory teller and another ſer- 
vant, whoſe office was to chuppy his limbs(92), as it is termed ir =_ 
India, But as that woman's laſt hour was not yet arrived, ſhe was ? 
diſmiſſed, and the ſervant entering immediately, fell a handling his vx 
fret and legs, whilſt the ſtory- teller commenced'his narrative to lult- | 4 
him aſleep. God knows whether Miren really fell aſleep, or whe- 
ther he only waited for the angel of death with his eyes open: this 
much is certain, that at that very moment a threatening thunder 2 
rent the air with a dreadful craſh; and the lightening of revenge and 
retribution, ruſhing dewn from the clouds upon his guilty head, de- 
prived him of a life which he ſo little deſerved. He was found 
dead, juſt as he was upon his bed, without any motion at all having 
preceded his diſſolution. Thus did he fall a facrifice to the Di- 
vine vengeance. The flame that had burned that odious man, com- 
municated itſelf to the ſervant and to the. ſtory-teller, and burned - 
to aſhes the riſing plants of the exiſtence: of- thoſe eo. n 5 
GgBeware of a bad man's company, beware: "ak 
Preſerve us from that, O God, as from the fire of bell.“ | 
The rain and ſtorm having ceaſed after ſome time, the ſervants that 
watched without, and whoſe turn it was to relieve the two others 
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(92) There are two ways of lulling aſleep in India: the firſt, by the chuppy, a method 
of handling from the feet upwards, all the members ſucceſſively ; opening the palm of the 
hand as if going to gripe hard a handful of fleſh; and yet graſping it ſo gently, as hardly to 
make any impreſſion. The perſon that operates, is always a young one, and with long 
fingers, and a ſattined ſkin, The ſecond way is called dabb, or dabna, and conſiſts in ſtriking 
all the members ſucceſſively with gentle fiſty cuffs. In general people indulge in having two 
perſons operating at one and the ſame time on each fide, each in different methods, whilſt 
the tale · teller contributes his part, by rehearſing ſome ludicrous, luſcious, or high flayoured, 
or grave and affecting tale; and there are ſome that deſerve to be printed, being exccedingly - - 
eurious and affecting: (I regret ths loſs of ſuch a collection). Within the ſeraglio, theſe 
three offices muſt be performed by women ; and theſe, to the difference of men, have high 

| falaries; but they muſt be pretty, elegantly dreſſed, witty, and ready at repartees. And 

it is from ſeveral of theſe that had belonged to Shudjs-ed-datta's ſeraglio, and to others, 
that the collection above had been made. | 


_- | that 
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that were on duty, came into the tent, and found Miren with thoſe two 


unfortunate youths, plunged in the endleſs fleep of annihilation; and 
although ſuch a ſight did much ſurpriſe and frighten them, they 
recollected their minds enough to awaken ſome officers and ſome 
other perſons, without tumult and without noiſe. Theſe getting 
ſilently into the tent, examined the body, and found that it had no 
fewer than five or ſix holes on the head, with ſix or ſeven ſtreaks 
on the belly and back; and theſe laſt looked like ſo many ſtrokes 
inflicted by an angry whip. On the ſabre o), which was cloſe to 
his pillow, they diſcovered two or three holes, where the metal 

ſeemed to have run; but the wood of his bed towards his head was 

entirely rotten. 'This ſtrange event having been reported to his 
highneſs the learned and excellent Sheh-mahmed-aly-hazin (whom 


God may place amongft the higheſt of his elect |) that holy man, 


who knew Miren's character, turned to the byſtanders. and ſaid, 


See how the lightening from above has, by ant 27 fearch, ink our it 


man, in fs e 10 that ee tent. 


LOW — r . * ren 
- 


8 — KE. 


(93 It is euſtomary to lay a ſabre at the pillow of men of Gſtinchion, not EY men, 
but againſt evil ſpirits, which are reported in India to be afraid of bare ſabres; and it is | 


for that reaſon likewiſe, that women in child-bed have always one at their head pillow ; 


and alſo are ſurrounded and covered by four unſheathed ſabres, when they come forth on 
the ſixth day to ſhew the ſtars or the ſun to their new-born 3 and they are preceded by an 


unſheathed ſword, whenerer they go'ts'the bathing placey, or 46 any one fill more ſeerct. = 


' END or THE NINTH SECTION. 
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SUMMARY TO SECTION X. 
DETESTABLE charatter of Miren, that worthy ſon of Mir- 
 Djagfer' 9, 200 keeps a liſt ready of three hundred perſons, which he 
intended to murder, —The two Princeſſes, priſoners at Dacca, con- 
demned to death, ſubmit to their fate with an heroical refignation.— 

l Colonel Clive, for reaſons of his own, quits India. — Hollwell, go- 

ver nor at Calcutta. — Vanſittart, governor of Calcutta —The Shah- 
ada puts the whole of Bahar under contribution. — Amyatt forms 4 
Aron g party againſt Vanſttart in the council. —Vanſittart, who in- 
© tends 7 to give a deputy to the Navvab in the perſon of Mir-caſ- 
fem, b is ſou-in-law, is forced to make him abſolute —Wiſe admini- 
| firation © of Mz. r-caſſem- qhan's He diſciplines his troops after the Eu- 
ropean manner.—Gurghin-qhan, an Armenian, his principal mini- 
fer, and general.—The Radja of Birbhoom revolts.—His army routed 
4 Band ful of Engliſh.—Major Carnac defeats the Shah-2ada to- 
tally, and takes M$ſher Laſs pri zonen. — Revolution at Debli.— 
De vitorious Abdaly monarch ſtrongly recommends ubm Non to 
tbe Shab-2ada, now Shah-aalem.—The latter is vifited and recogniſed 
by the Engliſh.—Mir-cafſem arrives with an army at Azimabad  . 
and under the influence of the Engliſb, tenders homage to the Emperor. 
— Amyatt would: have no objettions to Mir-to/jem, were not the lat- 
ter ſupported by V anfittart.—Ram-nargin, vicervy of Azimabat, 
brought under Mir-cafſem's controul.— Immerſe ſums amaſſed by the 
latter He provides bimſelf with able generals He receives the au- 
bor father with the um reſpect —Obliget ts fi elk every ene, be 
interrupts all facial intercourſe —Great abilities of Mir-caſſem—4 - 
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Mongher.—Gurghin-qhan's expedition in Nepal m iſearries Wm 
diſputes between the Engliſh and Mir-caſſem.—Unconſcionable princi— 
ples and conduct of the party againſt Janfittart.— Mir caſſem, float 
ing between ſubm ien and war, is determined to the latter by Gur- 
ghin-qhan's preponderance.—T he. Djagatſeats, two' potent brothers, 
ſeized at Moorſhoodabad, and carried to Mongher.— Amyatt ſent in 
embaſſy to Mir-caſſem, ſpoils every thing by his haughtmeſs — Be 
conferences broſe.— Amyatt returns ard Calcutta. 


E have heretofore obſerved that Miren had made himſelf 
eaſy by the murder of Qhadja-haddy-qhan and of Mir 
cazem-qhan, juſt as his father had on his fide eaſed his mind by 
murdering Sadacat-mahmed-qhan, and Sheh-abd81-vehab- qhan, 
whom he had blown at one of his guns: this expeditious way of diſpelling 
their ſuſpicions, had taken entire poſſeſſion of their hearts, and eſpe- 
cially of the ſon's, who now commenced murdering promiſcuouſty 
men and women, juſt as one name occurred to him ſooner than 
another. Matters went ſo far, that he murdered ſome women of 
his own ſeraglio (25, having cut off their heads with his own hand 


and fabre; he even uſed to ſay, That the adage after ſuſpicion, 


&* clearneſs, meant nothing elſe, but that any ſuſpected perſon, bybeing 


e diſpatched directly, cleared all ſuſpicions at once; and he inſiſted that 


&« any other acceptation of that adage was abſurd, and afforded no 
« ſenſe.” In conſequence of this new-fangled ſyſtem of his, he 
repeatedly wrote to Djeſſaret-qhan, governor of Djehanghir-nagur 
Daca, a nobleman highly reſpected in that province, to put to death 


— 


(7) There came at that time from Patna, or Azimabad, to Moorſhoodabad, on their 


way to Calcutta, two pretty Portugueze women; that is, women of that embrowned 


colour which deſcended from ſome Portugueze of old. One of them was a widow, but her 


ſiſter was a virgin. Miren, who heard of their figure, ſent to offer them a diſtinguiſhed 


place in bis ſeraglio ; but they excuſed themſelves on their being forbidden by their religion 
from commencing ſuch connections. They were ſuffered to proceed to Plaſſ, here two 
or three hat-men, their friends, were murdered, and the women brought back to Moor- 
ſhoodabad, where they were put in Miren's ſeraglio: and we are apt to ſuſpect that the two 
women put to death, are no other than theſe unfortunate creatures, who died fix months 
after. They were reported to have ſent meſſages to ſome Portugueze, 'or ren in 
Miren's . by whois contrivance they e to ci to Calcutta. 

thoſe 
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whos two unfortunate, Aalen aged women, in whoſe honſe 
his whole family, as well as himſelf, had found not only bread, bat 
the higheſt preferment; thoſe meritorious women, who had been 
of late highly inſtrumental in raiſing him to the ſummit of power: 
thoſe women were the two eldeſt daughters of Aali- verdi-qhan, 
(Gahaſity-begum and Amnah-begum.) Even againſt theſe unfor- 
tunate beings, now exiled, forgotten, and reduced to poverty and | 
diſtreſs; even againſt theſe he conceived ſuſpicions; and he wrote i 
accordingly in ſtrong terms to Djeflaret-qhan. This generous man, 
who himſelf owed his bread and preferment to thoſe women and to 
their huſbands, declined the odious taſk, and he wrote word, That 
he requeſted a ſucceflor might be ſent him, in the government of 
te the n as he wiſhed to be excuſed from executing ſuch 
<© orders.” Upon this requeſt Miren, on the point of ſetting out 
for his laſt expedition againſt Qhadum-hafſen-qhan, ſent one of his 
friends with inſtructions to put thoſe unfortunate women in a boat, 
under colour of bringing them to Moorſhoodabad, and when out of 
towyn, to fink the boat in ſome lonely place: he alſo wrote to Djeſ- 
faret-qhan to deliver thoſe women to ſuch a one, who had orders to 
bring them to Moorſhoodabad. After ſigning theſe two orders, he 
ſet out for Azimabad; and his friend repairing to Djehanghir-nugur, 
or rather taking the right road to hell,” carried away thoſe two un- 
| fortunate, friendleſs ſiſters; and under pretence of bringing them 
to Moorſhoodabad, he put them into a boat and ſheered off with 
his! prize: being arrived at'a lonely phce fit for his purpoſe, he bid 
them purify themſelves (73), and put on clean clothes ;—ſome lay 


8 


85 453) This purification, which is called vas, or _ 1 conſiſts 3 in wins the 
hands, mouth, noſtrils, face, arms, . head, neck, and feet, in a certain manner, and with, 
certain rites and prayers ; and this purification, with clean clothes, if poſſible, muſt always 

| precede every legal prayer 5 thatis, five times a day. There is another higher, purification, 
always praQtiſed by women after menſtruation ; and by both ſexes after cohabitation, after 
touching a dead, body, &C, Kc. It is called g58/7, and conſiſts either in plunging; the whole 
body ſeveral times in pure water, or in pouring quantities of it over the head and ſhoulders. : 
The former purification, and if poſlible, , the latter, are always required of a man Who is 
going to, be put to death. — The report is, that the officer's orders were betrayed-by;his,own 
emotion and tenderneſs, ; - Mother, . ſaid he to the eldeſt ſiſter, you have eaten nothing, the whole. 
day : eat ſomething ; ; for you are going to tale 4 neee — chere he was interrupted: by 

| bis own tears and obs, &c. &c. | . F ge 

he 


\ 
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he informed them of his orders; Gahaſityrbegum, Whe Was the 
eldeſt, taok fright and ſhed tears; but the youngeſt, who was Am- 
nah-begum, turning towards her ſiſter, endeavoured to conſole and 

pacify her. Why ſuch fears, my fifter ? and why ta weep? aid ſhe); 

we were deſtined to die one day; let that day be this. Here ſhe pauſed, 
and taking a calmer tone of voice, ſho added: Sifer, at due haue len 

great finners ourſelves, we ought ta thank God, that we are offered this 

method of expiation ; and that we aro not gang without having placed 
our 0wn load an Miren's ſhoulders, After theſe few words, they both 
purified themſelves, and putting on clean clothes, for want of wind- 
ing ſheets; they rubbed on their foreheads and on their bodies ſame 
of the holy(74) earth, raiſed from the tomb of the prince of 
martyrs ; and after aſking pardon for their ſins, they hid: the man 
Nane execute his orders. The man ſeeming to heſitate, they bath raiſed 
feeeh of be their hands, and the youngeſt exclaimed, O / God Almighty, we 
Faces, on are both, fanners, and culprits ; but we have committed uo fn againſt 


their being or - 
died es de. Mirren 3 on the contrary, be awes/ to us every thing in tbe world; nar 


have we ſeen. any better. return from bim, than this unii order for 
putting us to death. We hope therefore (is), that after our dæaub, than 
ſendeſt. thine lightening (79) ta cruſh bis guelty head, and to ne 
(74) This earth comes from Kerbela, where is buried Hoſſein, the, idol, not of the Mus 
ſulmen in general, but of the W in particular, whe call themfelyes Turi, or Ponti- 

ficals. | Anand 
(75) It is ned that the le of this prayer 1 runs ia the Gomes aaa as thoſe. e 
tions preſented to Judges; and it ends in the oe: W ward uſed | in filing a bill ia a court 24 

juſtice. 

(76) We are certain that both the imprecation and ſpeech were mentioned at Moorſhoo- 

dabad, full thirty days before any intelligence reached the city of Miren's death; and in 
credible as it may look at this diſtance of time, this piece of news was ſtifled at firſt; al 
what is ſingular, but true, that death was attributed to the machinations of the Engliſh, ſay, 
of the Engliſh government, that had at all times taken much umbrage at that aſpiring ſpirie 
of independence, fo conſpicuous in Miren's words, "ſtill more than in his actions. It was af. 
ſerted, that Mir-cafſem-qban, who had already made his treaty 'publie, or private, with 
Holwell, governor of Calcutta; and who could not compaſs his end, fo long as Miren 
ſhould ſtand in his way, was really at the bottom of the whole contrivance,” (for coiittivance 
it was called and not lightening); and this, together with the ſtorm and darkneſs of the night, 
as well as the burning of the tent, was made uſe of as a curtain to concenf and colour the 
whole tranſaction. What gave a ſtrong bias to the minds on chat occalion | is, that the CD. 
laonet 
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tiefe few Words, they pronounced their profeflion of farth"m the 


vfedh polkuren, with che addſtion conform to their partictilar belfef; 


ad Having Yan Killed che holy bit of earth, they joined Wiihds 


- 


töpether, Ahl jumped tögecher in tlie boundlels bccan'of Divite 


1 3 wb nile” Sw. wx 4 $464 HO 4 + 0 19 nt <a T7230, * ar Tocht N 
mercy: ft is reported tat the lightening fell on Miren, (at % 
hund red leagues from thence), that very might. Some fay that this 
cent hip petied oily a ronth'after': but very accurate aud very erb 
Gitable perfons afflfin, chat thole unfortüunate Women fffered the 
| Hſe dach är she e or the firſt of Zinn, tt the year 27 J f this 
$034, ow . alt 10 v3930} 53 Gil all 
wnel Biber hee ine d io have bis dbübtb; and that Luſtington, his confidällt zud interprefer- 
vhom he ſent to inſpec the body,” was refuſed admitrance: mbreover, ii is well known,-thut 
ſexeralofhcery of the Cojone)s fawily,: and amongſt others, Captain Cane, who held tire 
rtrank init, and was unqueſtionably a man of extenſive knowledge, keen * and much 
_ jif6tmacivn ſpoke in ſtrong terms of what they called this 4 aft. Nevertbbibls; all 
thoſe rumours, und all thoſe doubre-will vaniſh, when a0: eps mud matt perpend 
Fſcening feandultt :“ ue fat of the lightening i- very prpþable. agr. 
body murdered and burned, or ſcorched, has quite another appearance, from one ſtruc 


aby Rßhtentng. 3d. Three men more were ſtrück Icktölle; and theſe uaquelionabt 


3 


4 had friends and acquaintunces, who would have divulged every thing they might Ktidw = 


or ſee; yth,—The body itſclf was ſeen with legs aud a head hanging for a whole day 
« out of a ha8dah. gth,—It was not buried immediately to.diſappoiat curiofity and en: 

& \guiry, but ſene off to a ſpot, fix days journey Men check, "ad 'cxpoled toa variety © 
«6 prying eyes, in the many ablutions, Nlaicings, and other rites, ed the number of ewenby: 
Hor thirty, which are required by the Mufſulman law, | 6th.+The, contriuvatos {vas not 
«© reproached to Mir. caſſem ſubſequently, and not even after his expulſion. 7th. —The 78 
port died away of itſelf, and like a popular rumour; to which a national jealouly againſt 
tlie prevalence df the Engliſti- power, had given exiſtenes, as. It Aves to . day is Well A 
© ever: The amazing proſperity ofthat nation in India, and indeed every elſe; wherb, bein 
44 of a nature not to be eaſily forgiven by national envy, combined with human maliguity.”; 
But as this imprecatioh about the lightening, and the cataſtt he by which'it was Slow! 
ſavour ſo much of the miracle, ĩt mujſt de remembered that the itvprecation- 744 132 N. 
Tee ee very cotomon in beware rr wn] aud, bein eee 
* The general profeſſion of faith is that mentioned ſeveral times. in che Korg and i: 

is this: ereit no God but God, ang Mohammed is bis meſſenger. To this the Mufſu men, © 
of the Shyah ſect, or as they ſtile themſelves, he Imam er Potificals, Have added forie 
hundred years after, the words 3 Aud Hah; ir deine od, a: wie ar the lein and cker 
of 1he meſſenger of God, This profeſſion of faith is commanded to be, pronounced in a lofty, loud 
tone of voice, with a particular emphaſis, the body erect, the face turned towards Mecca, 
th belt Hand bahgihg dt length; the ght Tied" 16 dhe height of che breüft, wich all this 
fingers and thumb clenched, ſave the index which muſt point to the horizon and to Mecea: 
to all theſe conditions, the Shyahs add, the right fagk advanged, A if going to ſet odt. 


Ver, 8 II. ' 
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friends, that he, in this his laſt. voyage, carried about him ainall. | 
pocket- book, in which were inſcribed no leſs, than two or three 


THE. SEIR- MUTAQUE M 0. 


Hegi and that the Ughtening fell on Miren, the ninth of. the 
fame month. - Almighty God, to thee belongs all revenge 7d. Iris, 
likewiſe reported by people of credit, and even by. Mirem s intimate, 


hundred names; and he uſed to ſay, that after baving beaten and 
chaced both the Shah-zada and Qhadum-haſſen-qhan,. he;, would 
return to Moorſhoodabad, and put to death every one of theſe 
three hundred perſons he ſuſpectedʒ after which, . with. a, mind 
eaſed of its, burden, he would think of enjoying the comforts of 
life in the ſociety of his friends. But God Almighty, who is the 
Lord and diſpoſer of mankind, did not permit that his bloody pur - 
poſe ſhould be brought to maturity. Let the reader conclude from 


this cataſtrophe, that when the Almighty" artiſt of” the creation, 


ſees his creatures addicted to crimes and ſinning, he ſends ſome | 
tyrant of a ruler amongſt them, who never fails to inflict the in- 

tended chaſtiſement: : But it does not follow from thence” that he | 
ſuffers the tyrant to lord it for ever over his Exeatures : for tyranny. 
cannot have any ſolid foundation, nor is it everlaſting ;-and-in this 


manner is verified that ſtriking ſentence revealed in the holy writ 


to the prince of meſſengers : Duration and per manency are ſometimes. 
allowed to infidelity, but never to oppreſſion and. tyranny. - But if even 


after having exerciſed- ſuch a&s of tyranny, the oppreſſors repent 
of their crimes, and revert to a life of 1 innocence, and a righteous 


mode of governing, then it becomes poſſible that the Divine juſtice 
ſhould ſuffer them to live, and may forbear extirpating their power 
by the root ; otherwiſe, God makes the oppreſſor over to ſome 
other oppreſſor, and the tyrant to ſome greater tyrant, vhoſe miſ- 
ſion is to pull the other by the root; fer everything is poſtble to God, 
ſays the holy writ ;. nor is any thing out of the reach of its power, — 
But let us revert 20 our narrative of Miren's death. . 

The next morning, at day- break a man of credit went and i in- 
formed the Colonel of that tremendous event that had hap pened 
the eve; for this general. A Fs: ſaprems, commander. «. the 
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auxiliary troops, whether Engliſh bre Mindoſtanice;: änd the main 


prop of the whole army, of which in fact he was the head 
and ſupreme mover. He immediately adopted the opinion that 
this: death ouglit to be kept ſecret; and he ordered the entrails and 
© other parts to be taken out of the body, and buried; but the 
body itſelf to be carried about, as if Miren had been only ſick. 
The next day he beat the general, and marched off, the body 


being carried, ſtretched on the haödah of an elephant, the feet. 


hanging outwards, as thoſe of a ſick man; but that very mo- 
ment, it became public that it was only a dead body ſtretched 
on an elephant; and every one on recollecting how Seradj-eddg- 
glah's body had been brought into the city, did not fail to 
attribute this ee to a full . on W 8 
manity. | 

The Colonel, abe 15 this death the fole mer: of 
both armies, advanced cloſe to the fort of Betiah, where he 
| = a little. On the perſuaſion of Miren's miniſters and of 


am- narin's agents, he ſent to the Zemindar of that country 
a W mixed with threats, exhorting him to ſettle his ac- 


counts immediately. The man, / intimidated by the fame of the 
Engliſh army, and by the Colonel's preſence, did as he was 
ordered; and that affair being put to an end, the two armies, 
now under the ſole command of the Colonel, decamped from 
the plain of Betiah. Mean while Miren's body having been put 
into a coffin, was carried rapidly upon chair-men's ſhoulders, 
to the Ganga, where it was put in a boat, and hurried down 


the river, as far as Radje-mahal; but the abominable ſtench | 


that exhaled from it, obliged the meſſengers to land it immediate- 
ly; and it was buried in a e which now La 995 the r name 
of his monument: | "bis 
Take warning, ye that Ss eyes: 231 ears. 


As te the army, it took the road of Azimaabad, en, 


it made a long ſtay ; and 1 it was-there that Ram-narain' 9 troops, 


now in the Bengal army, returned to their owner. The command 
of the reſt of Miren's troops devolved on Radj-b8118d;-a Bengali, 


who had been Divan to Nevaziſh- mahmed - qhan, and was now 


Divan to Miren himſelf. . | | | 
2 | 8 2 Me Whether 
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Whether this-death made any alteration. in; Colonel. Clive's nor 

tions, we cannot affirm zi but; this much is: gertain,, that ihr 
nowned commander, Who ſo long as he remained in 

been always acknowledged-as ſupreme, commandeꝝ f the e de Fg 

well as chief:of the ſettlement of Caloutta, now took ſuddenly the 

reſolutiom of retutning home. But as he thought that che affairs of 

the Engliſh, hitherto-confined to factory buſineſo, had become much 

more important now by ſtretching their influence all over the three 

provinges of Bengal; Bahar, Ogreſſa; and requited the manage - 

ment of quite another man than Mr. Aymatt, whom he did not 

think equal to an office of ſo, much conſequence ; ho determined to, 

u ſend for Mr. Henry Vanſittart, Shem-ſed-d68lah(7*), Chief of Men- 

3 dradj*. : The other Councellors of. Calcutta, on fecingi his deter- 


eaſons of his 
"own, quit mination, aſſented to his choice; and it was ſettled, that for the, 


E preſent, and after the Colonel's departure, Mr. Holwell ſhould 
command at Calcutta, but only until Mr. Vanſittart might arrive; 

to whom the ſupreme chmmand, with the power of / binding. and 
looſing, in the Whole circle of affairs of ſtate, was to devolve. 

As ſuch a diſpoſition, Was contrary to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of the 
ſervice, andito the reſpected rights of ſeniority,; and Mr. Amyatt 

was worthy of that high office, which it was, his turn to 

enjoy, he no ſooner, heard at: Azimabadi of.. the diſpoſitions, that, 

had deen acquieſced to in Calcutta, than he ſtrongly objected to 
= them by letters. Not fatisfied. with that, he delivered his office of 
1 Azimabad to the ſecond, and went to Calcutta himſelf to make 
| vigorous objections to Mr. Holwell's fitting in the chair, But as 

| the Colonel was already gone ſome days ago, and his diſpoſitions, 
had already taken place, it is probable that his repreſentation an- 


ſwered no purpoſe: poſſibly alſo ſome miſmanagement had been 
b; laid to Mr. Amyatt's charge, ſince the Colonel's: diſpoſitions, were, 
1 ſubmitted to ſo eaſily. Be it as it may, the intelligence of Miren's 
1 death had already occaſioned as great alterations in Mootſhoodabad, 

Where e who at no time * dere in aha. ren 


— tert TID 243 


- 
ne * 


= eee ee 


V 6E'MODBRNS [ 


affalrs of the army, as well as of government, being entirely aban- 
doned to chance, e ev e notito be/defcribed.” Baut 10 


Had a ſnlLin- law. 1.40 THE 400 Echt 4 21 tr! var fro cl! 95115 M[f 


Fer — had wok a ai nobleman” named Mir« 
cafſem-qhan, - ſon to. Seyd· atixy- qhan, and grand- ſon to Imtiaz 


qhan, the poet, which latter was a Perſian: of diſtinction, who had 
enjoyed the office of Imperial: Divan in the province of Azimabad: 
this Mir-caſſem-qhan vas therefore nearly allied to the old Navvab. 


But there ſubſiſted no cordiality between him and his ſon-in-la w., 


and they lived upon ill terms together. Nor was Miren wanting in 


doing every- thing in his power to augment the diſunion and mutual 


diſcontent; but independently of that, Mir-djaafer-qbandid-not like 
his ſon-iti-law at all. | Nevertheleſs, after the Joſs:be had juſt ſuf: 
 fered; it became expedient to. ſhew ſome: more: regard to ſo near a 
relation; and he gave him the government of Pgrania, over and 
above that of Rangp8r, which he enjoyed already; and as he had a 
particular point to carry at Calcutta, he thought no man ſo proper 
to be ſent upon thaterrand, as Mir: caſſem- qhan was in experience, and 
in the art of managing with men, greatly ſuperior to any one in the 
Navrab's family, and indeed to anyone of his contem poraries. 
No wonder then, if the ſon- in- lau in that ſhort voyage, found 
means to ingratiate himſelf ſo far with the members of tha council, 
that they adjudged him to be fitter for government and command 
than either the Navvab; or his late ſon. On the other hand, Mir- 
caſſem had performed ſo well the buſineſs for which he had been dif- 
patchedi that on his return home he ſeemed: to have acquired ſome 
of the old man's good will; and as the latter had no children, but 
ſuck as were under age, and of courſe, utterly unable to manage 


their father's concerns, the | ſon-in-law: of courſe became the 


center of all buſineſs; and the perſon. that ſerved to diſpatch; the 
public fervice, or to appeaſe the turbulence: of the military: a, ſort 
bf men at all times ill paid, but whoſe:arrears had, nom fallen back 
conſiderably on account of Miren's death, and of the:indglence and 
confuſion that were the conſequences of it. They had become ex- 
eedingly clamorous, and ſo unruly, that more than once they had 


paſſed from importunities to action; had belieged-the old N * 
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Vanſittart, 
Governor of 
Calcutta. 


"THE NIR Mr Ann In on, 
his palace, and had ſpoke with the utmoſt violence. In an theſe 


dangerous ſcenes, Mir- caſſem- qhan interpoſed; and aſter having 


quelled the ſedition by his perſonal authority, he took upon himſelf 
part of the arrears due to the army: but ſome further emergencies 


having happened at this time, it became neceſſary that he ſhould. 

repair to Calcutta again; and although the father- in- law was not. 
much ſatisfied with the neceſſity of this ſecond voyage, and ſeemed 
irreſolute, nevertheleſs he at laſt granted him permiſſion, and the 
latter departed. It was juſt at a time when Mr. Henry Vanſittarts. 
better known under. the appellation of Naſfir-el-mulk-ſhems-ed- 
do8lah-bahadyr(79), was already arrived at Calcutta, and had aſſumed 


what is. called, the chiefſhip, of the factory, but which 


in fact was no leſs than the government of a city vchich 
ſeemed to be the head of an empire. In appearance, Mir-cafſem- 
qhan's views ſeemed concentred in his going to take poſſeſſion of his 


government of P8rania ;. but under ſuch a.veil he concealed a variety. 


of high deſigns; and he had left his friend. Aali-hibrahim-qban- 
bahadyr, at Moorſhoodabad, with ſecret orders: to inliſt as many 


men for his pretended: journey as he. could. procure. - He: was in- 


ſtructed likewiſe to gain the hearts of the ancient offieers of the 
army, and to conciliate the minds of the miniſters of the old court, 
as well as ſome other perſons of conſequence: that had ſerved un- 


der the old adminiſtration. - This nobleman is the ſame perſon of 


whoſe merit and valuable qualifications we have made à curſory 
mention in our account of Aali-verdi-qhan, and in our relation of 
the engagement againſt Shemſhir-qhan,. the Afghan. We ſpoke 
ſuccinctly of his genius and penetration, as if our buſineſs had been 
to ſnew one unity out of a thouſand, and a handful. out of 
a heap. Mir-caſſem-qhan, having left at the city ſo, zealous 
a friend and ſo able a manager, proceeded to Calcutta: but as we 
have interrupted our narrative of the Emperor's expedition, we 
muſt neceſſarily, to give ſome conſiſtency to our hiſtory, revert to 


that ſubject and to Os: as "well as ee other eren 
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Miren having been made to feel che vengeance of the Supreme 

| Avenger;;the.command of his army, devolved on Radja BS18b, who 
| bad been his Divan; and who led it back to Azimabad, mhieh pro- 
vinge Was yet in prey to the incurſions of the Emperor and of Cam- 
car-qhan "4 It became... neceſſary. therefore to return Ram- 
naräin's troops to their maſter, Who ſtationed them about the City 
of which he was governar. The Engliſh army likewiſe took up, its 
abode there: : and all theſe: troops were forced by the rains, Which 

| now. drowned the whole country, to remain in their quarters to the 
end of the ſeaſon... This inaction left the Emperor at full liberty to 
act as he iked: he was eternally hunting. or travelling, or viſiting 
the country in that tract of ground that extends from the environs of 
Dagd- nagur, to the environs of Bahar. The reaſon of ſuch a Wann 
dering life. was, that having nothing to ſubſiſt upon, but what he 
found in the fields and amongſt the farmers of the flat country, both 
himſelf and his cavalry and cattle would haye been exceedingly diſ- 
treſſed, had he ſojourned for any length of time in one place; in ſuch 

a caſe he would have ſuffered for want of ſtraw, grain, and for every 
ching requiſite. for an army. His authority was not acknowledged mi — 4 


peror, pute 


in the Province; and, he was obliged to live. by rapine and plunder, the whote of 
juſt 28. f. he had heen in the country of. ſome ſtranger; nor did a ear. 
ſingle diſtrict ſuffice to all his wants; nor had Pahluvan- ſing, no 
moe than Radja B8niad- -ſing, nephew to. Radja Sunder-ſing, | 
thought proper to join the Imperial troops. to this day: Being, both 
unwilling to ſubmit to Cam-car-qban, his general, whom they 
looked upon to be only. their equal; and Cam- car-qhan, on the 
other hand, Who bore a cordial enmity to Sunder-ſing and his fa- 
| mily, being loth. tg put an end to a ſojourn that Tuined the lands of 
his perſonal enemy, and ſpared his own: ſo that this was one of the 
reaſons: why the Emperor and his troops were ſo fond of hunting 
andd travelling throughout B8niad-fing's country, | 1 happened one 
day, that the latter had ſet out from the fortreſs of Ticary, his re- 
ſidence, to repair to the caſtle of C8rva,. where he kept his family; 
but intelligence of this having been brought to Cam- car-qhan, he 
ordered a thouſand Moghul horſes, of thoſe in the Emperor's ſer⸗ 
e to  way-lay and * 3 The Moghuls having made a 
01767 N . forced 
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forced march, ſeized on che Ridjay and bretght hit" 6 Ein 


where he remained ſome days in Confihethet. Fro tiienge 
wrote ſeveral petitions to my father; requeſting his «c beet with 
* the Emperor, and offermg to bring to Camp 4 gbd Bech bf 
troops, and to render more ſervices than Cumztar-Ahan HAN vet 
done, ſhould His majeſty condeſtend to forgiet the érfors f His 
« paſt behaviour. He àdded, that Cam- han himſelf bn Neing 
His efforts, would be fired with emulation ; arid that his tmajelty's 

ſexvice would reap the benefit of the *Eoncutrence:* My brother, 


TFateh-nug, Kid he, in his petitions,” „ commands a "body er 
i troops amongſt thoſe of Mir-djaife#2qhin's, in Bega Where 
+ he ſhall gain over all the commafiders of thit/annyy after Which 
«he will comme with them to the F66t"'6f the THperial" throne. 
„All this, I promiſe, Malt come to pals; büt if "bis majeſty, out 
4 of tögardeto CamLekrqhian, fliculd chufe to enter inte à negbciaz- 
7 High With us through that Radfd's channel Güly, in mch à ca 
& as the latter's interference, wodid redound to dur difcredit; we 
« would be diſabled from doing the mperbt any fer hie. 2 
Propolals of ſuch à nature carrying un ait of impbrtunce and 


probability, my illuQrious father thought Proper t expres chem is 


the Emperor, who gave orders to feleaſe BBulldVhg/ and the fatter 
ho ſoofler recovered. his liberty, than, he went de Pay his Reds to 
his protector, who carried him to court, where hepromifedtothed 


his blood in the Imperidl Grvice. He After warde. fent for hibWoops. 
to camp; and he wrote eyety Whete th his Uepttidatits ind Gfftcgfe 


to fend plenty of ammunition and bney, and heteffürieb. güch n 


* 


change could not but give umbrage ts Cams craqhan: Ff döftie 


plained 'of the Emperor ; ahdonE day He told Him ptaitily, | that "4 
« ſo much favour continued to be he wW to BinddMing, MS Neri 


= would be obliged to take His leave, anid 6 fcfult che kap?“ 4 


Emperor on theſe words had the weakneſs, or rather the ünbecillty; 
to order Büniad-fing again into confmement, When that Rache 
eartie as uſual to pay his court. My forgiven father, foren At 
ſuch a proceeding, Could hot Help Tpeaking to the Emperor in frag 
fetths'of diſcontent and reproach; the Emperor excufet imer Uf 
-atti=car-qhin's having threatened to quit his fervice. GI 
599101 : | 1 car-qhan, 


wy 
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care qhan,“ anſwered my father, *is too far gone now to "OY you: 

he has no other party to take in this province, but that of re- 
1 maining attached to you; nor has he any other court to go to but 
„ this. This repreſentation however, produced no change, fo 
attached was the Emperor to Cam- car-qhan; and this affair having 
diſguſted my father, he ceaſed to go to court, being highly diſcon- 
tented at this whole affair. But Cam ear-qhan himſelf gave it ano- 
ther turn. That General, after having kept BSniad- ſing in con- 
finement for ſome days more, thought proper to ſet him at liberty, 
were it but to acquire with his priſoner the merit of his releaſe. But 


the priſoner ſent word to my father, that henceforward the Empe- 


ror ought to expect nothing from him; and that in two or three 
days he would take his leave; as in fact he did, to my father's 


great diſcontent. The Emperor at laſt ſent Bahdyr-aali-qhan to 


make ſome conceſſions in his name to his Prime Miniſter, and to 
| _ him to court. My father anſwered, ** that it was to no pur- 


« poſe for him to ſtay at camp, whilſt Cam- car- qhan was abſolute 


s in it; and that he hoped to obtain permiſſion to retire from his 


« Majeſty's ſervice. The Emperor endeavoured: to ſoothe him; 


but all proving in vain, fain he was to accept his reſignation. Well, 
ſaid the Emperor, you may go; but remember to att your part at a 
 Giflance from us: take poſſeſſion of as much country as it 1eithin' our 
reach; and after having raiſed forces, come to us(39) again. The Ems 

peror after this- diſmiſſion, ſent: him, but without Cam-car-qhan's 
knowledge, ſome thouſand rupees for the charges of his return 
and this ſum was brought to him in ſecret.” - My father ſet out, and 


repaired to his eſtate, where he applied himſelf to the execution of 


the order he had received, and where we 1 1 him for a wes 
to revert to Bengal and to Mir caſſem. bs 
That nobleman having ſo ably . * aca foe which 


be had been deputed to Calcutta, took occaſion: from thence in his 


converſation with Mr. Vanfittart, to expatiate on Mir-djaafer- 


qhan's indolence; on the confuſion into Which all affairs, both of 
revenue and ee had n the. mutinous An of 


——— 33 e 88 
9 I r mn Ws ODS 5 — angag 


(80) It is io be remarked that the p< of India never ſpeak of themſelves. rue is abe 


plaral whether in their letters or otherwiſe, 
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the troops, on one hand for want of pay, and the thoughtleſs pro- 
fuſion with which unneceſſary buildings and palaces were raiſed, on 
the other; he alſo inveighed againſt the exorbitant power which 
ſuch vile men as a Chunny-laal and a Munni-laal,” as well as an 
Agno-ſing the harcara, were ſuffered to aſſume in the government 

by the neglect and incapacity of their maſter: upon all theſe diſor- 
ders he made lively repreſentations. Theſe diſcourſes made a great 
impreſſion on Mr. Vanſittart, who had already got full information of 
Mir-djaafer-qhan's incapacity, and felt the enormous inconve- 
niencies reſulting from it, ſo far as to have been diſcuſſin g with himſelf 
theſe many days, what poſſible remedy he could apply to evils of 
that magnitude. He therefore betook himſelf to the expedient of 
appointing Mir-cafſem himſelf, deputy to his father-in-law, un- 
der condition of his being obliged to: give him an honourable pen- 
ſion, and of promiſing never to depart: fromea ſubmiſſive reſpectful 
behaviour to him, as to his ſuperior and maſter. There was not 
one man then amongſt the Engliſh ho could equal Mr. Vanſittart 
in keenneſs i of penetration, extent of knowledge, and experience; 
and with ſuch talents as theſe, he ſoon diſcovered the high qualities 
of Mir-cafſem, and how far he was ſuperior in abilities, not only 
to his father- in- law, but to every perſon in that court. Impreſſed 
with the idea of his being the only man capable of retrieving the 
affairs of Bengal, he imparted his mind to the members of his coun- 
cil, and aſked their opinion and advice. Moſt of the principal 
members aſſented to Mr. Vanſittart's expedient, and fixed their 
minds upon it. But as Mr. Amyatt bore impatiently the humilia- 
tion of ſeeing another ſeated in a chair, which, he thought his due; 
and he fretted at the neceſſity of being obliged to obey his com- 
mands; and he had alſo formed a party amonꝑſt thoſe members that 
wiſhed to ſee him at the head of affairs, (and ſuch were Mr. 
Ellis, Major Carnac, and Mr. Batſon) ; he vigororouſly objected 
to the propoſed expedient ; and all the four refuſed to give their 
conſent. They found inconvenients in the ſcheme, objected to it 
as to a ſhaiieful bargain, and harangued againſt it every council day: 
not that Amyatt was-not-in-his heart fully ſenſible of the old Nav- 
vab's incapacity ; but _ himſelf incenſed at Mr. Vanſittart's 
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— and . to be in his place, he in conformity with 
the proverb, nothing of -Aali's will ever pleaſe Moduiab (8), took 
care to object to any party propoſed; by Vanſittart; and as ſoon as 
the latter had ſhewnany predilection for ſome view, the other was ſure to 
counteract it, and to uſe every endeayour-to defeat its end. Both 
theſe men, in their letters to Europe; depreciated the abilities of each 


143 


other, and made it a point to load each other with taunts and re- 70 Amyrtt 


ems a ſtrong 


proaches; each accuſing his antagoniſt of infatuation, and orice, Valens. 


Vanſittart. 


and covetouſneſs, and chicanery, and obſtinacy. In this manner 


they endleſſly wrote complaints againſt each other; and it was this 
difunion of their's, which by involving whole nations in its conſe- 
quences, ruined and demoliſhed an infinity of families, as we ſhall 


ſoon' mention with all that air of truth and candour which charac- 


teriſe impartiality. . Nevertheleſs, Mr. Vanſittart's party proved, the 


ſtrongeſt ; his ſcheme took effect ; Mir-cafſem-qhan carried him 


his point; and it was determined that, to put the ſcheme i in exe 
ceution, Mr. Vanſittart ſhould repair to Moder ſhoodabad. 8 THY 
/ Mir-caflem, fatisfied with the ſucceſs of his voyage, cotta to 
chat city, and was ſoon followed by Mr. Vanſittart himſelf, who 
carried With him Mr. Huſhtin, the ſupporter of the empire, who 
at the moment I am writing theſe memoirs, being Saturday, the 
twenty third, of the bleſſed month of Ramazam, in the Vear 1 194 
ef the Hegira, is now at the head of the Engliſh dominions in 


India, and indeed at the head of moſt of the important affairs of 
all Hindoſtan. Mr. Vanſittart had alſo ſome other gentlemen With 


him; and he was ſoon followed by a number of officers, who took 


the ſame road with one half of the Engliſh army. But whilſt 3 ; 
Engliſh were. advancing towards the capital, Mir-caſſem was pre- 
paring to make a magnificent entry i in that city: be had ſent orders 


to his friend, Aalirhibrahim-qhan, to come to receive him at 


Palaſſy, nh: as aa men, aer. and others, as he could aſ- 


2 ah . 
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UT Yay 75 ere 
(81). Mokvikh, 1. to 1 5 e e to Mohammed, whom _ had 

feryed. as; ſecretary; was the firſt who refuſed to acknowledge Aali the prophet's couſin 

and ſon-in-law as his legifmate ſucceſſor : : he alſo, transfered the Arabian empire: from the 

prophets, family to his owa, which was that of n * ws younger, drangh of 

Mohammed's family. a n s Ae eie Lern: 
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2 FR to which he was to join as many of the miniſters/ and 


grandecs of the old court, as he had gained over to his party; re- 
commending to him to encreaſe the number of the mace-bearers 


in his retinue, and to provide a new equipage equally rich and bril- 


liant, and ſuch as might enable him to make as pompous an entry 
as poſſible in the city. Aali-hibrahim-qhan, who has not his 


equal in the art of executing a commiſſion, went even farther than 


his friend had wiſhed; and going to meet him at Palaſſy with a 


retinue equally brilliant and numerous, he enabled him to make his 


entry into the city, with the utmoſt ſplendor and magnificence. 
Mir-caſſem, on his arrival went to his lodgings, from whence he 
paid a viſit to the old Navvab. The next day in the evening Mr. 
Vanſittart arrived, and took up his quarters at M8rad-bagh, which 


zs a ſeat on the other fide of the Baughratty. The next day at 


about nine in the morning, Mir-djaafer-qhan went to fee him; Mr. 
Vanſittart received him with the uſual. ceremonies*, and then ex- 
poſed the motive of his voyage, with the expedient he had deviſed 
for re- eſtabliſhing order and arrangement in the government and 
finances: The old man refuſed his conſent, and ſpoke a great 
deal, and ſeemed uneaſy. Mr. Vanſittart ſent a perſon to fetch Mir- 
cafſem-qhan;' and meanwhile the conference went on with' mutual 
expoſtulations and reproaches. The old Navvab refuling abſolutely 
to give his conſent to the regulation which the other propoſed; got 
up, declined waiting any more for Mir-cafſem, and took his leave. 
Whilft he was crofling the river to return to his palace, he per- 
ceived Mir-caſſem in Bas own boat croſſing over to Msrad-bagh, 

and he made him Gon to return; his intention being to prevent his 
going thither for concerting the execution of ſome ſcheme to his 
prejudice. But the 'other, 'who thought his honour concerned iti 
not returning back, went on, and did, as if he had neither ſeen the 
ſign nor heard the voice. Being arrived atM8rad/bigh; Mr. Vanſittart 
Expoled to to bim minute) the whole TONTeFemTE from the beginning to 


—_—_ 


* The ceremonies are of etiquette, and conbited: in pull bh, advancing at che very 

end of the hall, makin a bow, preſenting a Nuzur, («hich was always declined as 

coming from an equal) and in embracing, and bringing the Navvab to a 1 e Ge 

cwo ee ſeated themſelves together, and at the ſame time. : voy 
| Its 
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its end. Mir-cafſem anſwered: © That he was ſorry matters had taken 
* ſuch a turn; as now the old Navvab having concelved ſuſpicions 

« againſt ks, would give himſelf no reſt, until he had made away 


«with his ſon-in-law.” Mr. Vanſittart anſwered; he could! not 


help it: the other replied, „If you cannot help me in this affair, 


«« how ſhould 1 help myſelf, who have been all along helpleſs?“ 


Mr. Vanſittart's dinner being upon the table, he defired Mir-caſſem 
to fit till, until the dinner was over, when he would ſpeak to him 
again; on which the latter retired to another apartment, and there 
fat ſome time exceedingly ſurpriſed and penſive: after this he con- 
ſulted Aali-hibrahim-qhan, whom he had brought with him, and he 
aſked him, What he thought of the preſent poſture of affairs? The 
other anſwered : * Tell Mr. Vanſittart, whatever is the matter, and 
«© whatever you have to ſay; if he does not conſent, then without 
going home again, ſend for your troops and money hither ; and 
&© taking your departure from this very ſpot, march towards Bir- 
* ohom, and canton yourſelf there: act as one revolted, and live 
e by plunder and rapine. As moſt of the troops are attached to 
« you, and the Emperor and Cam-car-qhan © ſhall favoriſe your 


« views undoubtedly, it is probable that even in this manner your 


© ſcheme may chance to ſucceed.” . Mir-caſſem approved this ad- 


vice; and as he was now upon the worſt terms with Mir-djaafer- 


qhan, he kept this expedient in ſtore in his boſom, as a remedy 
that might be recurred to at the laſt extremity. And really the 
troops, ' extremely diſcontented on the proſpect of loſing both their 
pay and their arrears, were all averſe to the old Navvab, and all at- 


tached to his ſon-in-law, eſpecially ſince the latter had taken upon 


himſelf the diſcharge of their arrears. © The two Djagatſeats, that 


is Mahtab-ray and his brother Radja Ser8p-chund, were Mir- 


caſſem's ſecret friends, and favouriſed his views underhand, al- 
though little ſuſpecting how far matters would alter one day, and 
what ſtrange events the divine Providence, by it's fullneſs of power, 


would at ſome time hetcafter bring out of the preſent diſturbances. 
Mr. Vanſittart, after his meal, ſent for Mir-cafſem again; and the 


latter 8 the difficulties and neceſſities of his fituation : he 


« been 


added; That if the ſcheme was not brought to bear, as it had 
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ei been agreed to, matters might end i in n as they had now 
«© come to a criſis, and he had no other reſource to ſave himſelf.” 
Mr. Vanſittart, hearing theſe words, took apart Mr. Huſhtin, with 


one or twp others, and ſpent a very long time in conſultation and 


conference; at laſt, after a deal of diſſertation, it was determined, 
that to-morrow they ſhould go together with Mir- caſſem to the pa- 
lace, to execute the ſcheme in the manner it had been agreed upon. 
But Mir-caſſem haying now conceived heavy ſuſpicions. againſt his 
father-in-law, ſent orders to his troops, and to all his friends, to 
aſſemble in great numbers in his houſe and in his quarter, Where 
they were to keep themſelves in readineſs. He had previouſly or- 
dered his houſehold people to keep ready victuals dreſſed for all that 
multitude, by which expedient thoſe. vaſt numbers that had thronged 
in his palace and in his whole quarter, . were kept together, and did | 
not diſperſe to take their meals. The conſultation being ended at 
Msrad-bagh, and a final reſolution taken, Mir-cafſem was diſmiſſed 
to his home; and it was determined, that to-morrow at day- break, 
he ſhould be ready and armed with all his friends and troops; and 
that one hour before the dawn of the day, the Engliſh officers, with. 
their ſoldiers and guns, ſhould take poſſeſſion of the gate of tho 
Navvab's palace. Mir- caſſem, after taking leave, ordered a lane to 
be formed of his troops, down to the water-ſide, along which he 
went and took boat; and after eroſſing the river, he went along 


another ſuch lane up to his palace, where he paſſed the whole night 
in offering to the Supreme Judge of pretentions, prayers for the ſuc- 


geſs of his undertaking: after which he ſpoke to his friends and 
his well-wiſhers ; ſo that it was late at night when he took ſome 


reſt, The next day, as the morning of Mir-cafſem-qhan's proſpe- 


rity was juſt dawning, that nobleman being waked by his good for- 
tune, ordered all his friends and troops to ſtand ready to accompany 


him; and as ſoon as he ſaw them aſſembled in vaſt: crouds, he ar- 


rayed himſelf in the attire, of à ſoyereign, and recommending his 
perſon to his fortune, he mounted the ſteed of hope and ſucceſs, 
and advanced towards the old Navyab' 8 jg wh There be found 
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all 
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all ranged i in the outer yard of his palace, with ſome cannon ready 
primed: they had placed guards with orders to ſuffer none to come 
in or out. Mir-caſſem ſtopped at the Nacar-qhana, or theatre 2 


military muſick, and mounting a hocſe, he remained there ſurt 


rounded by his people. Meſſages, meanwhile,” were going in and 
out, but to little purpoſe ; nor could all Mr. Vanſittart's argument 
perſuade the old man, that inſtead of abandoning the government 
of his dominions to two or three wretched Hindoos, capable of no- 
thing but of enriching themſelves, and leaving the troops, with 
the gentry and nobility to ſtarve, ready to come to an open revolt; 
he had better recommend his affairs to his own ſon-in-law, ho by 
by being admitted to the helm, as his deputy, would bring no de- 
triment to his affairs; which, on the contrary, would be now freed 
from all the embarraſſments they had laboured under, and would 
leave him at full liberty to paſs the remainder of his days in the 
pleaſures of ſociety and the enjoyments of life: the Navvab would 
not liſten to any ſuch reaſoning: he remained obſtinate; nor would 
he lend a willing ear to the inſinuation of the Engliſh rulers: a deal 
of time was ſpent in meſſages and anſwers, and all to no purpoſe. 
At laſt the Engliſh Talingas approached. the gate, and the cannon 
was got ready. At the noiſe they made, the troops within the gate, 
where they had been aſſembled by the Navvab for his defence, took 
fright; and by one of theſe accidents which never arrive, but 


anſiĩttart, 
who intended 
only to make 
eee 
depuiy to the 
Navvab, is 


obligedto ren- 


amongſt thoſe in whoſe hearts God himſelf has implanted a dread der him ab- 


of thoſe ſorts of ſoldiers, as if to puniſni a ſinful race in the iphabi- 
tants of theſe regions; they, one and all, under ſome pretence or 
other, ſlipt out of their poſts one after another, and moſt of them 
repaired to their houſes. Mr. Vanſittart finding that even this deſer- 
tion had made no impreſſion-upon the Navvab, could not help ſaying, 
That ſince the man proved obſtinate, and would liſten to no 
* ſober advice, it Was needleſs to wait fot his conſent; and that 
they had better proceed on the buſineſs of regulating the coun- 
try, ſatisfying the: ſoldiers, and eaſing the ſubjects. This opinion 
having been aſſented to by all the rulers and 'ofticers who were with 
him, all of whom, to a man, were cohvinded of the juſtneſs of his ob- 
Gervaioa ; ha directed ebene take his ſcat on the 
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Meſned of the three provinces, and from thence to iſſue his com- 
mands every where. At the ſame time he got the gate opened, and 


driving away the few men that were there, he placed Engliſh Ta- 


lingas on the ſeveral apartments for their ſafety; and a particular 
guard at the gate of the women's ſanctuary. After taking all thoſe 


precautions, he ſent for Mir-cafſem-qhan, made him fit upon the 


meſned of command and ſovereignty, which was placed under a 
lofty canopy of rich embroidery; and after aſſiſting at that cere- 
mony, he retired to a diſtant apartment where he took ſome reſt. 


This event happened on a Sunday, being the tenth of the firſt 


Reby, in the year of the Hegira 1174; and it carried Mir-caſſem- 
qhan's ſteps from the dignity of deputy, which was all that was 
intended at firſt, as far as the abſolute dominion ovet᷑ the three pro- 
vinces, of which none had yet thought any thing. The military 
muſic ſtruck up at the ſame time; and the report of his acceſſion 
to full power, ruſhing with equal ſwiftneſs and eclat from houſe to 


houſe, moſt of thoſe that waited at home to ſee what might happen 
that day, joined thoſe favourites and friends of his who had already 
thronged the gates; and all together crouded-upon him with their 
congratulations and nuzurs. Mr. Vanſittart leaving Mr. Huſhtin with 


tome troops to guard the new Viceroy for two or three days, quietly 
returned to Mꝭrad- bagh, but not without having ſent a meſſage to 


the diſcarded prince, whom he informed in the following terms: 


« That if he choſe to reſide in Moorſhoodabad, none would pre- 
« ſame to offer him any injury; and that he was at liberty to chooſe 
*© what palace, and what ſpot he would be pleaſed to pitch upon: 
« thatelſe, if he choſe to quit this city, and to reſide in Calcutta, 
% he might even there chooſe whatever habitation he would be 
4 pleaſed with.” The old man, who was retired within the ſanc- 
tuary with his women and children, anſwered; #hat he would go to 
Calcutta; and he aſked boats and accommodations for that voyage. 
Theſe being provided in a little time, Mir-djaafer-qhan aſſembled 
leiſurely thoſe treaſures, and thoſe ineſtimable gems and jewels that 
had been hoarding up for ages together, by ſeveral ancient families 
and princes, (ſuch as Djaafer-qhan, his. ſon-in-law Shudjah- qhan; 
and RL n. to which hoard immenſe additions 

| had 


c " 
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had been made afterwards by Aali-verdi-qhan, and by his three ſons- 


in-law ; and laſtly by Seradj-ed-do8la). All theſe had been hitherto 


kept in the ſanctuary under the care of Menni, alias Menni-begum, 


who from a dance-girl, had become his favourite conſort, and acted: 
in every thing as the miſtreſs of the houſe. : He ranſacked in the 


fame manner the ſeveral] wardrobes, left by all thoſe preceding 


| princes, from whence. he took all thoſe precious ſtuffs, and all thoſe 
coſtly curioſities, which being ſo many miracles of art as well as 
luxury, had been amaſſed one by one by thoſe ancient families, and 
were kept within the ſanctuary out of the fight of mankind: in 


ſhort, he carried away every thing precious or rich which he could: 


recollect, or even think of; together with ſuch of the ladies of the 
ſeraglio as had cohabited with him: he alſo embarked his children, 


which conſiſted in three or four little boys, and ſeveral daughters. 


All theſe being put on board, together with a number of ſervants 
of both ſexes, he departed for Calcutta : being all along eſcorted for 


the ſafety of his perſon, by ſome companies of Engliſh Talingas, - 
who accompanied him to the very gates of that city, which is now 
a place of an immenſe wealth and populouſneſs, and the capital of 
thoſe extenſive dominions which the Engliſh have acquired in India, 
Arrived there, he purchaſed in the moſt populous part of the city, 
and near the market place, a ſpot of ground, whereon he raiſed 
ſeveral buildings according to his own mind and taſte, It was re- 


marked, that of all his friends, none had choſen to follow him in 


order to keep him company, but Gh8lam-aali-beg, who gave him 


that proof of attachment ; but in reality he had no other corner to 
which he could reſort. 


By this departure, e had remained the ſole poſ- 


ſeflor of the meſned of command and ſovereignty ; and nevertheleſs 


he ſought to raiſe his importance by ſeveral ſounding titles and ſir- 
names, which he was at the pains of procuring from the Imperial 


court; theſe were thoſe of Nafſyr-el-mult, Imtiaz-ed-do8la-mir-= 


mabmedcaſſim-ban-nuſret-djung (s:). A ſon being born to him a 
little before this ſudden elevation, he looked upon his birth as preſaging 


—— — 
— * = * 


(82) The Succourer of the State; the Diſtinguiſhed of the Empire; the Valiant Mir- 
mahmed - caſſem- han, ever Victorious in War. 


Vor. II. 3 | certain 
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certain fucceſs to his enterpriſe; and as he underſtood a little aſtro- 


| logy, and believed in its maxims and predictions, he procured the 


child's horoſcope to be accurately drawn by ſeveral able aſtrologers; 
and on their predictions he expreſſed his hope, that he would one 
day riſe to the higheſt dignities. But he did not live; and he died 
two or three years after his father had appointed him Governor 
General of the province of Az imabad, and had procured for him from 
the Emperor, the titles of Mir-ſhems-eddin-aaly-qhan-bahadyr- 
naffyr-djung(®3), with the grade of ſeven thouſand horſe. A ſeraglio 
had been provided for him, together with a number of ſervants, and 
officers, and chairmen, and horſes, and elephants, all proportioned to 
his ſize ; ſo that the child with its diminutive ſeraglio, and houſe- 
hold, and retinue, became for a time a ſpe&acle to the whole city 
of Moorſhoodabad. The new prince, after having provided for his 
ſon, remembered his relations: he had a maternal uncle, by name 
Mir-aab8-t8rab, a poor wretch, whom in the firſt days of his 
power, he raiſed to the title of Muez-ed-do8haG®), (T8rab-aaly- 

qhan-bahadyr,) beſtowing upon him a ſtandatd, a kettle-drum, a 
fringed paleky and a brigade of horſe and foot. The ſon of this 

uncle was honoured with the title of Aabg-aali-qhan, Bahadyr, 
and with a brigade; and he took care to diſtinguiſh him, but with- 

out giving him any influence or authority; and the truth is, that he 
had not merit enough for ſuch a diſtinction. The uncle himſelf 


was not a man of merit; nor had he any fitneſs. for employs and 


commands; but he had the merit of remembering: very well both 
thoſe he had loved, and thoſe that had ſhewn any friendſhip to him; 
nor did he fail, as much as it depended on him, to promote their 


welfare, and to watch every favourable: moment of ſpeaking in their 


behalf to the new prince, who ſoon after his elevation betrayed fore” 


ferocity in his temper. However, his principal care on the firſt days 


of the revolution, was only to eſtabliſh and to confirm ſome ſtipu- 
lations and promiſes that had been agreed to with the court of Cal. 


en and with the — nation. Theſe nn had been 


** 
1 


„ 


(83) The Valorous Mir-hemfeddia, the Victorious of the State, 
(84) Mucx-e&di8la, the Honoured of: the State. 
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written and witneſſed by both ſides; and they were now confirmed 
and agreed to ane w: in conſequence of which, Mir-caſſem-qhan 
being inveſted! with the power of binding and loofing, cloſely ap- 
plied himſelf to the buſineſs of re- eſtabliſhing the finances, and 
ſettling the government of the country. With this view he took 
to taſk all the heads of the ſeveral offices, whether thoſe of old 
ſtanding, or thoſe that had been brought in by Mir-Djaafer-qhan, 
or his ſon Miren; he obliged them to render a circumſtantial ac- 
count of their adminiſtration, and thereby diſcovered an infinity of 
infidelities and embezzlements; and in this particular branch 
of adminiſtration, he had the art to get himſelf aſſiſted by 
ſeveral ancient officers, whom he took care to ſoothe into compliance, 


by taking them into favour: theſe were of great ſervice to him in 


diſcovering and convicting the others. By theſe means he came to 
have an exact account of the effective men in the army, and of the 
quantity of money, jewels, and' furniture left in the palace or in 


the treaſury. As a farther ſecurity, he appointed ſome of his 


friends, on whoſe abilities he confided, to act as comptrollers, and 
ſuperviſors in the ſeveral offices. Aali- hibrahim-qhan, who was 


his truſtieſt friend, and who, to all his innate delicacy in matters of 


honour and fidelity, joins the incomparable talent of unravelling the 


moſt hidden miſteries of adminiſtration, and of. diſcovering intui- 


tively the deciſive knot of the moſt intricate accounts, was pro- 
poſed chiefly to the military examination, and to the buſineſsof aſcer- 
taining the real arrears due to the troops. But beſides that appoint- 
ment; he occaſionally unrayelled with an admirable dexterity, the 


hidden ſprings and artifices of the moſt complicated ſtatements. 
But ſtill an aſſociate was given him in that buſineſs; and it was 


Sitaram, a man of a bad character indeed, and who was univerſally 


knovyn for a miſchievous wicked miniſter, but who was a complete 
maſter of all the intricacies oſ revenue accounts; and as he had 
been often at variance with the other accomptants, he was thought 
the fitter for examining and bringing to light the embezzlements 
of the other officers of the revenue, and of the ſeveral penmen. 
| Mir-m8nſby, the Navvab's. ſecretary, a man in whom he repoſed 
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a great confidence, and who had been decorated with the title of 


. Hafyz-efrar-qhan(®), was now propoſed to audit certain accounts 


and to unravel certain expenditures that were of his province. 

But a man who now appeared for the firſt time upon the horizon, 
and ſoon roſe to engroſs the Navvab's unbounded confidence, was 
an Armenian called Qhadja-gurghin, brother to Qhadja- bedroſs (86). 
He was put at the head of the artillery, with orders to new-model 
it after the European faſhion; and likewiſe to diſcipline the muſ- 
queteers in his ſervice after the Engliſh manner: troops, which to 
this day have retained the name of Talingas, in imitation - of their 
patterns and models. 'To raiſe his character, he was henceforward 
called Gurghin-qhan, and diſtinguiſhed by many favours; and he 
ſoon became a principal man in the Navvab's ſervice. There was no 
man equal to him in that prince's employment: none had fo much 
credit upon his mind; and to this day, no general ever had the art 
of governing his maſter in ſo complete a manner: he, like the devil, 
was endleſſly running after Mir-caffem-qhan ; and having once laid 
hold of him, he maſtered him, and kept him under at pleaſure. 


Another of his favourites, who yielded but little to Gurghin-qhan, 


was Sheh-meſned-aali the Lucnovian, a man of the ſcum of the 
people, totally void of brains, but who now was raiſed to the high- 


eſt rank in the army; his favour extended even to his ſons, as well 


as to Eis two nephews, who after his death, inherited part of his 
offices, and were each of them pay-maſters to four or five thouſand 


horſe. Ferhad-aaly had ſome thouſand horſe to his ſhare, and 
Bereket-aaly in proportion; his ſon, Mahmed-aaly, - had the com- 


mand and payment of five thouſand: horſe, who were diſciplined af- 


ter the Engliſh manner, and commanded by Hevaledars, and 
Djemaatdars, and 88 bahdars, and Comidans, (commandants.) To 


gen IT 
—_— 


(85) Hafyz-rſrar-qhan, is evidently a title, and gnifies the Lord Rememberer of Secrets, But. 
Mir-m8nfhi, itſel is no mote than a title; and fignifi-s the Lord Secretary, 

(86) Gurghin is the Georgien and Perſian way of pronouncing the Armenian word Xircor, 
which is a corruption «f the Greek ren or e In Perſian this word of Gurg hin 
would ſignify wolfiſh, 


Alias Caja-p:trns, tor (o was he tiled by the Engliſh ; he had been inſtrumental to Mir- 


| djaafer-qhan, as his agent, b th before and aſter ibe battle of Palaſſy, He died in 1782 with 


a great fortune, aud the character of a ſerviceable, good natured, charitable man, 


every 
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every troop of ten amongſt theſe five thouſand troopers, there was 
added a . ſtout man, with a drawn ſabre, whoſe buſineſs 
was, in a day of battle, not to fight himſelf, but to kill upon the 
ſpot, any one that ſhould turn his back. On another fide, Mirza- 
Shemſeddin, who had been even from his youth attached to Mir- - 
caſſem-qhan, and was a man quick at repartees, and of a pleaſing | 
converſation, was ſent to Azimabad, with the commiſſion of gain- 
ing the hearts of Miren's army quartered there, and of conciliating 
to his government the minds of the principal perſoas of that city. 
This commiſſion having been ably executed, ſoon rendered him one 
of the principal favourites of the Navvab's: he was honoured with 
ſome lucrative offices, for inſtance, that of the ward-robe, with 
the agency at the Emperor's court, and the management of the 
djaghirs, or appanages affected to ſome perſons, now in the Impe- 
rial camp, as well as of ſome other lands and diſtricts. It is re- 
remarkable, that ſome time before Mir-cafſem-qhan's elevation, 1 
received a very obliging and very polite letter from him, where he 
fixed upon me à handſome ſalary, and requeſted my intereſt with 
the Engliſh of the factory at Azimabad, and with ſome other per- 
ſons of conſequence amongſt them, that he might by their means 
obtain the government of that province. He was unaware at that 
time, that his good fortune deſtined him to the ſovereignty of the 
very country of which he wiſhed to have only the government; and 
moreover would add to it the throne of Bengala. 
He was hardly eſtabliſhed on the meſned, when he inſtituted a 
fcrutiny in the department of finances, where he was' amazed and 
thunder-ſtruck at the emptineſs of the treaſury, and at the immenſe 
balances which he had to pay to his own troops, as well as to thoſe 
of Mir-djaafer-qhan's, for whoſe arrears he had pledged himſelf 
| and all that, over and above the large ſums that were due to the 
Engliſh army and to the Engliſh-rulers. He therefore reſolved to 
keep a watchful eye over ſuch diſtricts of Bengal as had come in his 
poſſeſſion; and at the ſame time he made over to the Engliſh the 
whole province of Bardevan, in aſſignment of what was due to 
them for the pay of their army : he alſo put into their hands his own 
Jewels, as a pledge for the ſums promiſed to that nation. From 


thence 


"If 
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thence he turned his thought towards the muſters. of the army, 
where, after repeated reviews and a minute inveſtigation, made un- 
der the eyes of Aali-hibrahim- qhan, it appeared that enormous 
infidelities had been committed 1 in the Pay- maſter's office; and that 
there was no other way of paying off the ſums due to the army, 
than by liquidating one part of them by the monies accruing from 
the revenues; and one part, by giving aſſignations upon ſeveral 
provinces: after which there would remain one third. part more, 
which might be payable at ſome future period. The troops, who 
under the preceding adminiſtration had been driven to deſpair by 
the inability of the treaſury, ſatisfied with the ſteps taken to diſ- 
charge their arrears, and to pay them regularly for the future, ac- 
quieſced in every thing ; ; and it is on this ſubje& probably, that 
Mir-cafſem-qhan, in conſequence of ſome previous agreement, re- 
ceived of the Djagat-ſeats a ſum of money: a difagreeable operation 
to which he was driven by the neceſſity of his affairs. Theſe ar- 
rangements being over, he turned his views towards his own in- 


come, and he curtailed his expences fo, as to bring his expenditure 


on a par with his revenue, retrenching as. uſeleſs and. burdenſome, 
a variety of expences uſual and cuſtomary in India, and which men 
in power believe to be neceſſary to their pleaſures ;, for inſtance the 
ram- office, the nightingale- office, the antelope- office, and ſome 
others, all belonging to the menagery department. Of all that 
multitude of animals, he kept only a few of each ſpecies, and 
made the reſt over to the Zemindars of the provinces, on their 
paying a certain price, which his treaſury received from their 
agents. At the ſame time, Chunny-laal, and MS8Sny-laal, thoſe 
men that had fattened ſo long on the vitals. of the people, were 
ſeized, and ſerved according to their deſerts; and vaſt ſums of 
money accrued to the treaſury. from the confiſcation of their effects. 

It muſt be obſerved that Mir-cafſem-qhan had been from his 


earlieſt youth in favour with the family. of Aali- verdi-qhan, on ac- 


count of his being ſon-in-law to Mir-djaafer-qhan, whoſe conſort 
was half ſiſter to that prince; and it was on her recommendation 
that he had received the command of a troop, ef horſe, for which 


he drew. pay regularly. This circumſtance, by giving him acceſs to all 
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the offizes, and to the houſes of moſt of the men in the manage 
ment of the revenues, had procured him a thorough infight into 
their infidelities and embezzlements; ſo that he was informed early 


of the faculties of every one of them: inſomuch, that when he 


came to the ſovereign command, it became eaſy to him to find out 
every one of thoſe managers, whom he knew or ſuſpected to have 


been money-hoarders. He now availed himſelf of a variety of 


pretences to ſtrip them of the greateſt part of their acquiſitions, by 
bringing them under the laſh of the auditing office. Matters went 
fo far, that he took to taſk even ſome women who were known to 
have had the management of ſome expenditures within Mir-djaafer- 


qhan's ſeraglio, or in that of his ſon Miren, or who appeared by 


the accounts of the ſteward's office to have been entruſted with the 
keeping of jewels, or of ſums of gold, or with furniture of that 
metal, or with ſome curious and coſtly things; or who appeared to 
have received any quantity of them in preſent. All theſe were now 
ſeized, and by threats obliged to a reſtitution; and ſome of them 
were made to refund more than they had ever received. Nay, he 
ferreted out and took to taſk ſome flave women, and ſome eunuchs 


of the houſhold of Aali-verdi-qhan's, and of his fons-in-law : old 


people who having bought ſome protector at court, had retired, and 
were paſſing their lives in corners, and retirement : even theſe were 
made to pay as much money as it was poſſible, as much at leaſt as 
informers had given advice of; ſo that one would think that he 
had been preſent, and had heard the poet Saady ſpeak, when the 
latter pronounced theſe famous verſes : 


« Why do not you put every one under a conttibutzoti of ſome 


“ ſilver? 


That there may _ every day ſome treaſure into 1 | 


* hands.” 
Amongſt the old heads of office who had ſerved under Aali- verdi- 


qhan, there was one Radja Djagat-ſing, who had for a number of 
years acted as deputy to the two Divans, Djankiram, and DSIISb. 
ram, but who had as much influence and authority as either of 
them. Being grown old now,. he had retired from affairs; but on 


. how matters went abroad with others, he ſent an exact 
liſt 
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liſt of the effects and money he had been hoarding up theſe fifty 
years paſt, and thereby redeemed his honour and character. The 
whole amounted to an incredible ſum; and indeed, it wrought a 


ſingular effect. The Viceroy, having remitted him a ſmall part of 


his ſubſtance, took poſſeſſion of the remainder; but he from 
that moment paid much regard to the man, to whom he hence- 
ſorward ſhewed ſo much attention, that whenever he came to court, 
he made him ſit at his left elbow, cloſe to his Meſned. From this 
man the Navvab paſſed to another: this was a nobleman who had 
been Daroga, or introductor of the hall of audience to Aali- verdi- 
qhan, for a number of years, in which time he had been a favourite 
ſo far, as to have amaſled lacs in that office. The nobleman was 
now deſired to refund the whole, both jewels and caſh; but never- 
thel:ſs was continued in his office: his name was Gholam-hoſflein- 
qhan. In ſhort, the new Navvab, having by the mighty ſums he 
aſſembled from all parts, brought it within his power to eſtabliſh 
regular payements for the troops, picked from amongſt them thoſe he 
liked moſt, diſmiſſed the others, and diſcharged entirely their ar- 
rears. After putting the army under a proper regulation, he turned 
his views towards the ſtrong holds of the Zemindars, all of whom 
he was determined to bring, not only under controul, but even 
under a thorough 5 e N 
Amongſt the Zemindars in the kingdom of Bengal, none was ſo 
near neighbour to the city of Modrthoodabad, its capital, as the 
Radja of Birb$hom; and none ſo powerful, whether by the num- 
ber of his troops, or by his perſonal character for bravery: he 
likewife piqued himſelf upon a ſenſe of honour, and a delicacy of 
ſentiments, qualifications very extraordinary in a Zemindar. Now 
Mir-caſſem-qhan in his heart, had been at all times an enemy to 
Zemindars; and it muſt be acknowledged, that they are a ſet of 
men faithleſs to a high degree, ſhort ſighted, impatient of controul, 


ever ready, on the leaſt appearance of a revolution, to turn their 


backs on their maſters, and to forget the moſt important favours 
received at their hands: lofing no opportunity to execute all the 
miſchief which occaſion preſents, and on that account, as well on 
account of their ſtrange and inconſiſtent. character, requiring at all 

times 
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ximes;the krong graſp of a curbing, hapd-1 ily ö ber duch yariety 
2 rk that the. ancient Emperors ang. prinegs,.. dppilling to re- 
pos any confidence. in fach-men,. uſed to, manage. apery. pergannab 
or; diſtrict by this own. officers, A precaution 1 Na the 
country in thoſe times, populous. nol e be huſhagdman 
eaſy, che traveller ſafe, the land. SIR, Where tilled apd: gregn, and 
the inhabitants of towns and cities, pro 1 aud PARRY. Whereas 
now that, Zemindars are left to themſcl ves, Fo with the eins 
floating on their necks, miſcl hiefs + arg increaſing . eyery- day, the 
country becomes deſolate, and, the, ręyennes f fall. hors and Ne in 
confuſion; and if matters,comain; in this ſtate, the, cquntry ſhall go 
from bad to worſe, and all will go ny wreck, But to return to gur 
warde yo Zemindar of Arbpbbee eee ee - 


l 


and to his . ; and it was to. enjoy himſelf — kad left IEA 
management of his dominions to Aaly:naky-qhan, the moſt Capa- 
ble ſof his ſons, his whole ambition being. to paſs his days in quiet 
and enjoyment, But, ths hopeful fon of his dying in the flower of 
his age, the father, Who was already diſguſted with the world, and 
| deeply affected, by. the total ruin that had hefallen a e cen 8 
family, to which he was extremely attached, put on g fakyr's garb, 
and = Ht the head af his dominions A. nn hen 7, 
another ſon. of his, but born to a his Rani, or princeſs(7), 
he retired again out of the tumult of affairs, and ſeemed Pleaſed 
with nothing but the. converſation of fakyrs, and with retirement 
and tranquility. It happened at that conjppcture that ſomething 
above the uſual, rent had been aſked} of the . ſe ated Zemindar; the 
Navvab had aſked as a ſovereign urged N. the neceſſities of - his 
ſtate; and the other had Og for $4" ie: a precedent. 
FAO there. Mas angther reaſon, an a this aſs fig the paß Mo 
A 7 ＋ "Tor 2171 3 . 
8 98 an orc the time 14 2 
a -N 425 e con . 13 05 King; nd | it is | blerrable har 


Ra adps hriaces turn ing müſulten, A did this Zemindar's anceſtors; conſerve erer After 
thang. of zheir old Gentoo cuſtomis ſuch as eatipg:only with their families, aq withia 


Pang giving Gentoo 8 N * their Ween dec. Kerne Rani is 4 jo Gentoo 8. 
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er. affairs in IM province of Bahar, and ho pr 


THE 's EIR MU T'A QUERITN; on, 


55. who paſſed as yet for only an ungrateful man that had Hh 
but yeſterday to an elevation which ſeemed to put all mankind at his 
feet, was not ſuppoſed” to Have acquired fo early a ſufficient ſtock 
of authority and power to render his government reſpectable. Be 
it as it may, the Navvab ſet out of the city, and encamped at B8d- 
gam, which is at about ten or twelve coſſes diſtance ; from whence 
he diſpatched Qhadja-mahmedi-qhan, to chaſtiſe the Radja of 
Birboh8m. This officer, who had been in the office of Paymaſter | 
General ſo early : as the times of Mir-djaafer-qhan' s acceſſion to the 
throne, was accompanied by an "Engliſhman, called Major York, 
and likewiſe by Gorghin-qhan, alias Codja-Kircor, the Armenian, 
who was grand maſter of the artillery, and had been raifed and 
promoted: by Mir-caſſem-qhan. It muſt be obſerved that this of- 


ficer had orders to march forward with his troops, and if poſſible, 


to put an end to the war with the Radja, before the Engliſh could 


come up with their detachment.” But as there did not remain now 


any one of thoſe officers and generals that had been formed by ſerving | 
Under Aali-verdi-qhan; and the troops had none at their head but 
thoſe. vile unexperienced men, that had been brought forward in 
great numbers by Mir-djaafer-qhan and his ſon, and 1 none of courſe | 

on whom they might repoſe a confidence; matters went on very il 
in that campaign: for Aſfed-zeman-qhan, having requeſted' his fa= 
ther to- govern the country as his Divan, or Prime Miniſter, in his 
abſence, took the field with about four or five thonſhhd” Horſe and 
twenty thouſand foot, which he poſted at Kerivha, a ſpot of dif- 
ficult acceſs; from whence he endleffly diſpatched detachments to 
poſſeſs theniſelves of all the difficult paſſes; and to ſcour the enemy 'S 
country. . And 1 found matters in chat poſtate Fan F arrived my- 
ſelf at ke e camp at Bgdgam. 39 

I had been ſent thither by Major abe who had ſucceeded 
Colonel Clive as his deputy, a al b Was likewiſe conhitider i in r chief | 


Fs opriety ef his is raking 
* 9 thither; and this Was what I expoles e lr * in my 
144 „4 VER 


* 


WALES. o nne 159 


firſt. viſit, where I delivered faithfully, the meſſage which I had 
brought 3, and-it was during ,my ſojaury; in, that camp, that news 
came of the ,victory obtained in Birhgh8m. .. That eyent happened 
in els manner: Some Engliſh Captains; who were guar- 
tered with a fe- companies of Falingas in Bardyan, adyanced,, fem 


thence on Aſſed-zeman-qhan s rear, and availing themſelves AL at : 


neglect and ſupineneſs which: they perceived in his troo PS, th hey 
broke ſuddenly into his cam .diſperſed., his Whole army. A 
few diſcharges, of, ,CANBORru Bite fame volies of muſquetry, killed | 18 


and wounded numbers, in the; Radja's army, and put the others E 
flight, who taking fright, diſperſed gg all ſides. On the. report of — 
the cannon, the navvab's troops haſtened forward, and came juſt 
time enough to. ſhew themſelves, and to purſue the runaways a 
little; after Which, they encamped on the ſpot Which the enemy 
had abandoned. The Nayvab having heard enough of this affair 
to become ſenſible of the cowardice and unwillingneſs of his troops, 
conceived a diſlike againſt, every one. of. them, but eſpecially againſt 
their General, Mahmedy-qhan, with whom he was not already 
much pleaſed. But we ſhall give ſome account of the conſequences 
of this engagement, as ſoon as the reader ſ ſhall have been informed 
of the poſture ' of affairs at Azimabad, and of the al 
which brought me to the Navvab's camp. 
We have already mentioned that Mr. Howell, Harig g com: 
manded ſometimes by interim, Mr. Vanſittart came and took the 
command at Calcutta, where he ſoon figured. as the ſupreme 
mover of whatever was tranſacted in the council. But ſome days be- 
fore, that is, immediately on Colonel Clive 8 departure, N Mr. Amyatt, 
with Major Carnac, Mr. Luſhington, and ſome other Eg glich ru- 
lers, had already repaired; to Calcutta, where he had been received 
as ſecond in command, but where he ſoon commenced a chain of 
diſſentions and miſintelligences with Mr. Vanſittart, whom he Was 
endleſſly accuſing of , ignorance and incapacity in all his letters to 
Europe; nor was Mr. Vanſittart backward i in retorting the ccula- | 
tion. being forced into this warfare by his very circumſtances. Co- 
lonel Clive, had already, God knows for what reaſon, quitted the 
command of che army, and "typaired 2 Europe; and he had been 
1 e mluclkeded 
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ſucccetled in his s military command by Major Carnac, Who was Ub 
next in order: Mr. Luthifgton himſelf Had returned to Azimabad 
ſome time after Mir-cafſem-qhan's' elevation. As I happened, al- 


thöugh the laſt of "meh; to be {6 much connected with che English 


rulers, that the tiew Viceroy had ſome time before thouglit proper 
to ſolieit my intereſt with them; by ſettling a handſome ſalæry upon 
me, and even by introducing had rl queſt by a ſum of money; ſo 
thoſe gentlemen, who knew that Partieular, as well as the neceſ- 


| fities of my ſituation, àbailed stherhtelvxs of that opportunity, to 
ſupport my claim, to a jaghir! of ſit hündred thouſand dams, in 
and about the town of Moöngher(se), cloſe to the caſtle, Wich 


eſtate had beën for ages! in tlie poſſeſſion of our family, and had been 
confilcated by Mir-djaafer-qhan, on account of my father's being 


ſo attached to the Emperof. Theſe gentlemen, fully appriſed of 


this, interpoſed fo effectually with - Mir-cafſem-qhan, that they 
obtained of him a releaſe” of the faid eſtate: and having received 


2 patent of it, ſigned and ſealed by the new Viceroy, as well as by 


he uſual officers, they got it regiſtered in the offices of Rzimabad, 
and engaged Ram-narkin to deliver it to me with his own hands; 
after Which 1 ſent a e nber. who tool "PTD. the 
and. + 72. 4 2. 10 ine 3 

The : rainy nde being aer Major Caric out of the 6 


of Azimabad, at the head of the Englih troops, fully reſolved to 


put an end to that conflagration, which the Emperor and M8thiir. 
Laſs (80, with Cam- car-qhan, were keeping up throughout the 
province; and he ordered Radja Ram-nariin and Radja B8118b- to 


| Join Bir ut Djaafer-qhan's garden, where he was eneamped. Al- 


thoblgh#1 had no office, and held but a ſmall rank in the * 1 


_ thouyhit hit the favours I had received" of the Engliſh required 


my making” the campaign with the Major; but; as in Conſequence 
*of a variety of unfortunate events f many years (hiding, T Wus 


Adeſtitute of tents, "horſes, arms, and neceſſaries; the Major And Mr. 


"Hiy Joined together in furniſhing's me © With b arms, Horſes, a tent, and 
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very i that purpoſe ; ſo that the poor than paſſed his 
time agreeably in the Engliſh army, being every day with the Ma- 
jor, and often admitted and conſulted in affairs of conſequence. 
But as the army remained encamped there for ſome time, and the 
two Gentoos, who were in camp 'ato the head of large bodies: of 
troops, agreed ſo little together, that what the one had propoſed 
in his uſual viſit of the morning, never failed ta be objected to by 
the other, in his evening interview): the: Major, and the other 
Engliſh rulers, loſt all patierice; and: diſguſted at ſuch à continual 
-ſcene of diſſention, they joined Mr. Hay in telling me, That 
they looked upon me (the poor man): as one attached both to 
the Engliſh, and to Mir-caſſem- han, whoſe affairs were likely 
eto be ruined by theſe two Gentoos, whofe diſſentiops had no 
end: that as they were both in high credit and authority, both 
dat the head of whole armies, and both acting as ſetvants and 
4 deputies of Mir- caſſem-qhan, the Engliſh could not do any 
thing, nor even come to any final'reſolution, ſo long as theſe 
men ſhould continue ſs oppoſed to tach other; for, the Engliſh 
**. were not enabled to diſtinguiſh whoſe opinion they uſt adhere 
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4 to: it becomes then convenient;”. added they, , that Mir- 1 
caſſem· han their maſter, ſnould himſelf come over f to the þ 
8 that after conſulting thoſe two ſervants of his, and hearing | 0 
their reſpective opinions, he may take a party for himſelf; after 6 
which we thall have no other trouble than that of following the = 


e ſame; as we ſhall have then to treat ſolely with him. Not that 
we have not ſeveral times Wrote to him on the ſubject; but our 
letters have produced no effect; becauſe, forſoath, the affairs, of 
% Birbohgm are of higher importanee chan choſe of Azimabad; or | 1 
becauſe the Radja is a more dangerous foe, than the Emperor | - 

% and M8ſhur Laſs and Camscardqhan. Do then repair to Mir- 4 1 

* caſſem- han, and by all means bring him hither.” .To this pro- | 5 
poſal I conſented; and having been furniſhed with letters from the | 
Major for "Mir- caſſem-qhan, and wirk other letters for Major 

Votk, that he might Protect my perſon, f Thould Mirscaſſem attempt  . 
to offer me any injury, I departed : I-was,furpiſhed by the Major 

2 with every thing requiſite for my journey, and he added to them 
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dne of thoſe Imperial badjtaws of the navy Djehanghir- nugur (, 


Which attended the Engliſh army. In deſcending the river, I met 
by the way Mr. Macguire, who was going to Azimabad, as Chief 
of the factory there; and as we were both travelling in haſte, I 


only found an opportunity of making my bow to him from afar, 


and of ſending him my compliments. Mir- caſſem-qhan being not 
at Moor ſhoodabad, I repaired to his camp at BSdgam, whiere I ex- 
plained my errand. The Navvab objected to his going to Azima- 
bad; but as to the rfeſt, he ſhewed me the utmoſt kindneſs and 
attention; he ordered a\tent to be pitehed for me, ſent me tables 
full of victuals twice a day, and converſed familiarly with me; he 
alſo ſent ſome of thoſe delicate ſtuffs, ſuch as turbants and fine 
malmalls, which are manufactured at Djehanghir-nugur (%; and 
theſe kindneſſes laſted until Ram- narãin, by the channel of Djagut 
Scat's agent, who was like wiſe a penſioner: of his, found means to 
convey a leteer to the Navvab, by which he informed him, that 
being myſelf exceedingly attached to the Engliſh, whilſt, on the 
other hand, my father cut fo capitab a figure in the Emperor's 
camp, I had come as a ſpy, on the part of both the Engliſh and 
the Emperor. Thoſe malignant inſinuations were introduced by 
Djagut- ſeat himſelf, through the channel of his on agents; and 
gas Miri caſſem- qhan was naturally of a ſuſpicious diſpoſition, he 
**ceaſed to ſhew me ſo much regard as he had done; and this change 
of behaviour impreſſed me with much concern, and ſome. fears: | 
but as Major York was not in the army, I was at a loſs where to 
take ſhelter, and how to manage. To aſk my leave of the Navvab, 
"and to be gone, rs. 149 have increaſed his ee _ — 
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\ (96) This navy conſiſted of a fleet of boats and veſſels; p: . of them equal to the 

- largeſt European gallies, and was always built and furniſhed by the province of Dacca. This 

fleet was over and above the. Coror of rupees ſeat yearly from Bengal to Dehly, and over 
and above a vaſt quantity of delicate ſtuffs, 'See the reMark 2d, Section 5th, 

(91) The reader is, doubtleſs, appriſed that at Dacea are manufactured the fineſt Wann in 

the world. We have ſeen two malmalls ſold for 2 50 Engliſh crowns, and have had at home 

one that weighed about fourteen Ounces, being twenty yards long, and one and a quarter 


* 
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broad. They are called ab revan, or running Waters and _ wars or ab few, as ou 
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other hand, to remain in camp; without that affiſtance on \ his part, 
which my want of. equipage had rendered neceflary, became ini 
practicable. Neverthelefs, two or three days being clapfed fince 
my diſgrace, I availed myſelf of it, to aſk leave to return to Moor- 


ſhoodabad.” You will go to  Azimabad, I believe, anſwered he, with 


ſineſs at Moorſhoodabad ; and he diſmifled me, witli an air of ſeve. 
| rity, and without preſenting me, as is the cuſtom, with any thing 
for the charges of my journey. After making my way to Moor- 
ſhoodabad, with ſome difficulty, I landed in the houſe of an ac 
quaintance, where, ſome time after my artival, he thought proper 
to ſend me a ſmall ſum of money, through the hands of Qhadja- 
Aſhref, the Caſhmirian, who was a nephew to the Prince of Mer- 
chants, Qhadja-vadjed, a favorite of the Navvab's eo IEG 
Alfter ſome interval, intelligence came That Major Carnac hav- 
« ing attacked the Emperor about Azimabad, had given him a de- 
« feat, and obliged him to retreat: that M8ſhur Laſs having in 
compliance with ſome cuſtom eſtabliſhed between the Engliſh 
and French nations, ſurrendered himſelf priſoner, had been treated 
«© with honour and diſtinction: and that ſome time after the Ma- 
« jor, by ſending ſome meſſages to the Emperor, had engaged him 
« to liſten to terms of pacification; after which he. had paid his 
e reſpects to that monarch, and brought him with him to Azima- 
« bad, where he had lodged him in the city. * Mir-caſſem-qhan, 
on hearing this news, haſtened his ma: ch through the hills, and ad- 
vanced to Azimabad. I reſolved on my fide to repair thither alſo; 


* 
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—— 


%) This Qhadja-yadjed, or, as his title imports, this (Fah- T8djdjar) Glory of Mes- 
chants, lived in a ſtate by much ſuperior; to that of a Governor. general, and equal to that 
of the preſent nominal Nazem of Bengal, Mubaree-ed-döglah. He had fifteen elephangs, 
and fifty horſes. of value i in his ſtables, with one hundred and twenty women in his ſeraxlio, 
fifteen Chop-dars, or Mace-beaters, and two hundted other ſervants ;* He was maſter! of five 
hips, and of about two thouſund bonts, having. the monopoly of the ſalt,” M hat his for- 
tune may have heen, is not knowu; but he lived. at the rate of a tho ſand rupees a day 
and at one ume he preſented Aali-verdy Aban with fifteen lacs for his new year“ s gift · Such 
were then the debe of Bengel; although falt fold only or thirty'or forty n the hun- 
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A ſevere caſt of features, and you may. 1 anſwered, that T had Bü 


Major Car- 
nac beats the 
Shah-zada to 

tally, and 

takes Mg- 
ſhur Laſs 
priſoner. 


but as IL was: preparing to ſet out, I heard that T8rab-aaly-qhan, | 
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: of. Moor ſhoodabad 3 And .that g ng f chem ſhould 
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deputy to the Nayyab. in Bengal, hag. ordered chat pg.letters g 


be. delivered to the Hipdoſtapies, n ar 7. coming to, or Seing out 
uſt; the. ci 
without his leave, Naas ſugprifed and confounded at the prohibi- 


tion: but at, laſt I obtained his. permiſſion by. the .interpoſi- 


tion of the chief of CaGimhazar, ; and quitting Bepgal,. J 1 journeyed 1 


Azimabad. And now we: muſt revert to the thread e our. hi 
tory, that the reader may not wonder at our leaving unfiniſhed the 
narrative of. the Faun which mah were Needs to a h 
ſion at Azimabad. Ee Ry 

Major Catnac, age e me to Monrthoodabad, gh 
at the head of the. Engliſh troops, as well as thoſe belonging to 
Ram-nargin,. and to, Miren ; his intention was to, fight, the Em- 


peror, who was at Gaya-manpgr. The latter on being informed of 


that General's approach, wrote letter after letter to my father, re- 
queſting his Joining him with the large body of troops which he 
had aſſembled in his retreat. But before my father could arrive, 
the engagement had already taken place, and the war was at an 
end- M8ſhur Laſs, with the ſmall force, and the ſmall. artillery 


: which: he could muſter, bravely fought the Englith themſelves, 
and for ſome time he made a- ſhift, to withſtand their ſuperiority. 


Their auxiliaries conſiſted i in large bodies of natives, commanded by 
Ram-narain, and Radja B8118b., - But the engagement was decided 
by the Engliſh, who fell with ſo much effect upon the « enemy, that 
their onſet could not be withſtood by either the Emperor or Cam- 
car-qhan. The latter finding he could not reſiſt, turned about 
and fled. The Emperor obliged to follow him, quitted the field 

battle; and the handful of troops that followed Ms ſhur Lafs, dif- 

couraged by this flight, and tired of the wandering life which they 
had hitherto led in his ſerviee, turned about like wiſe and followed 


the Emperor. ; Mschur Laſs finding himſelf abandoned and alone, 


reſolved not to turn his back: he beſtrade one of his guns, and 
remained firm in that poſture, waiting for the moment of his death. 
This being reported to Major Carnac, he detached himſelf from 


211 


his main with Captain Knox, and ſome other officers,.. and he ad- 
l to oa man on the dae, without taking with him either a 


I 


9 
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guard, or any Talingas at all. Being arrived near, this troop alight- 
ed from their horſes, and pulling their caps from their heads, they 


ſwept the air with them, as if to make him a ſalam: and this ſa- 
lute being returned by MSſhur Lafs in the fame manner, ſoine 


parley enſued in their own language. The Major, after paying 


high encomiums to M8ſhur Laſs for his perſeverance, conduct, and 
\ bravery, added theſe words: You have done every. thing that 
« could be expected from a brave man; and your name ſhall be 
« undoubtedly tranſmitted to poſterity by the pen of hiſtory : now 
% Jooſen your ſword from your loins, come amongſt us, and aban- 
« don all thoughts of contending with the Engliſh.” The other 
anſwered, ** That if they would accept of this ſurrendering himſelf 
* juſt as he was, he had no objections ; but that as to ſurrendering 
* himſelf with the diſgrace of being without his ſword, it was a 
« ſhame he would never ſubmit to; and that they might take his liſe 
« if they were not ſatisfied with that condition.” The Engliſh com- 
manders, admiring his firmneſs, conſented to his ſurrenderin g him- 
felf in the manner he wiſhed; after which, the Major with his 
officers ſhook hands with him, in their European manner, and 
every ſentiment of enmity was inſtantly dimiffed on both ſides. 
At the ſame time, that commander ſent for his own palky, made 
him fit in it, and he was ſent to camp. M8thur Laſs, unwilling 
to ſee or to be ſeen, in that condition, ſhut up the curtains of the 


palky for fear of being recogniſed by any of his friends at camp; 


but yet ſome of his acquaintances hearing of his being arrived, 
went to him: theſe were Mir-abdollah * Mu ſtepha- een gban. 
The Major, who had excuſed him from appearing in public, 
informed them that they could not ſee him for ſome days, as he 
was too much vexed to receive any company. Ahmed-qhan-co- 
reiſhi, who was an impertinent talker, having come to look at him, 
thought to pay his court to the Engliſh by joking on the man's 
defeat: a behaviour that has nothing ſtrange, if we confider the 
times in which we live, and the company he was accuſtomed to 
frequent ; and it was in that notion of his, doubtleſs, that with much 
pertneſs of voice and air, he aſked him this queſtion : Aud 5:y Laſs, 
where is ſhe ? The Major and the officers F ſhocked at the 
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impropriety of the queſtion, reprimanded him with a ſevere look, 


and very ſevere expreſſions: © This man,” they faid, “has fought 


te bravely, and deſerves the attention of all brave men; the imper- 


* tinencies which you have been offering him may be cuſtomary 


e amongſt your friends and your nation, but cannot be ſuffered in 
* our's, who has it for a ſtanding rule, never to offer an injury to 


a vanquiſhed foe.” Ahmed-qhan, checked by this reprimand, 


held his tongue, and did not anſwer a word. He tarried about one 
hour more in his viſit, and then went away much abaſhed ; and 
although he was a commander of importance, and one to whom 
much honour had been always paid, no one did ſpeak to him any 
more, or made a ſhew of ſtanding up at his departure. This re- 
primand did much honour to the Engliſh ; and it muſt be acknow- 
ledged, to the honour of thoſe ſtrangers, that as their conduct in 
war and in battle is worthy of admiration, ſo, on the other hand, 
nothing is more modeſt and more becoming than their behaviour to 
an enemy, whether in the heat of action, or in the pride of ſucceſs 
and victory: theſe people ſeem to act entirely according to the rules 
obſerved by our ancient commanders, and our men of genius. 
Immediately after the battle, the Major ſent Shitab-ray to the 
Emperor, with offers to live in peace with him, and to pay him a 
viſit: and this was the moſt advantageous event that could happen. 
But that prince, who was defective in diſcernment, and had a bound- 


leſs deference for Cam- car-qhan, declined the propoſal, and diſ- 


miſſed the envoy. The latter on taking leave foretold, that one 
day, © His Majeſty would of himſelf ſeek thoſe very terms df paci- 
&« fication which he now refuſed, and would not find them; or if 
<« he found any at all, they would fall ſhort of thoſe now proffered, 
« and would not redound ſo much to his Majeſty's honour and ad- 
„vantage. Now thoſe men are courting you; faid Shitab-ray, 
* but when once they ſhall have deſpaired of ſucceſs, and ſhall 
entirely withdraw their thoughts from an agreement, then ſhould 
you in the ſequel apply yourſelf for it, your Majeſty may gueſs 
on what terms they will liſten to it,” This repreſentation produced 


nothing; and Shitab-riy came back to camp. My father arriving 


with his forces after Shitab-ray” 8 departure, highly blamed the Em- 
= peror 
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_ . peror for his having miſſed ſo fair an overture; but it was too late: 
the moment was paſt. Cam<car-qhan,' although vanquiſhed, had 
ſtill ſo much ſtomach for war, that he prapoſed to make new levies, 
and to fight once more. Mir-hufſein-qhan, a man of whom men- 
tion has been made in Mahmed-c8li-qhan's hiſtory, was of the 
fame- opinion with Cam-car-qhan, and breathed nothing but war 15 
and battle; but my father made the Emperor ſenſible, . that Cam- . vl 
* car-qhan was a Zemindar; and that to be endleflly fighting, and * 
4 flying, and flying again, was nothing but the trade he had been 
« bred to: but that ſuch a vagrant life was beneath the dignity of 
e an Emperor, and highly diſgraceful to his name; that a ſenſe of 
« ſhame was very proper; and that Shitab- ray was not gone ſo far 
“off, but that he might be ſent for again, and his offers accepted.” 
We ſhall ſee in the ſequel what effect this diſcourſe made upon that 
prince. But he ſeemed actually as much affected with the affairs 
of the empire, as with thoſe of his own camp and perſon. | 
The Abdaly monarch was arrived at Shah-djehanabad, on the one 
fide, and the Marhattas on the other. The latter had taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of the citadel, where they had confined a prince called Shah- 
_ " djehan, who had been ſet up by the Vezir, Umad-el-mulk: and 
they had conceived ſuch high-flown projects, that they wanted to 
place on the throne their own king, Vaſvas-rio, ſo as to extend 
their dominion all over Hindoſtan. It was in theſe conjectures that 
the Abdaly came, and being joined by Shudja-ed-dg8la, and Ned- 
jib-ed-dögla, and by the two Rohila princes, Hafyz-rahmet, and 
Ahmed-qhan-bangaſh; he gave thoſe infidels a moſt deſtructive 
defeat. But(93), after a ſojourn of nine months in Hindoſtan, he 
returned to Candahar and Herat, the capitals of his dominions : Revolution 


I 1 1 | : . : Pehli; 
and this victory produced a mighty revolution, of which a particu- x Dehliz the 


» Abgaly mon- 


lar account ſhall be given, whenever we come to ſpeak of what ac fend 


recommend? 


relates to Shah-djehan-abad. The Abdaly monarch had ſtrongly inimont 


the Shah-za- 


recommended Shah-aalem to Shudja-ed-do8la, as well as to all the ab now 
Afghan princes, whom he requeſted to ſeat that prince upon the Ev 


(93) This battle coſt the lives of Seventy thouſand Marhattas left on the ſpot: eight or ten 
thouſand more were diſperſed ; but few eſcaped. - | | — — 
| > 2 Hindoſtany 


| 
| 
. 
| 
| 
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Hindoftany throne, and to acknowledge him as their ſovereign." Nor 
was that monarch a ſtranger to the Imperial family; his own con- 
ſort was ſiſter to Shah-aalem; but beſides that, this forlorn prince, 
on hearing of his father's demiſe, had ſent Munnir-ed-dögla to 
him, with a view to obtain his ſupport, as well as his recommenda- 
tion to the ſeveral powers of Hindoſtan : ſo that the miniſter 
who had come with that monarch to Shah-djehanabad, availed 
himſelf of his weight to negociate: ſacceſsfully with: thoſe princes 
themſelves, who were then in the-Abdaly camp. It was on the 
Abdaly King's inſtances, . that Nedjib-ed-d68la had ſeated in the 
citadel of that capital, the young Djuvan-baqht, as deputy to his 
father Shah-aalem ;. and it was on that ſame prince's recommen- 
dation, that Shudja-ed-dg8h had undertaken to bring up Shah- 
aalem himſelf from the frontiers of Bengal: for he had written 


' ſeveral ſupplications to requeſt his returning to his capital; and the 


latter, tired with the deſultory life, and the endleſs incurſions and 
retreats of Cam-car-qhan's, had adopted my father's advice, and had 

ſigned a note commanding Shitab-ray's return; his intention being | 
to repair firſt to the Engliſh camp, and then to Shudjah-ed-dg8h's 
capital. Shitab-ray having ſhewn the note to Major Carnac, was 
permitted to repair to the Emperor's camp, where after ſome con- 
ference, it was agreed that the Engliſh commander ſhould pay a 
viſit to that prince. This concert having given umbrage to Cam- 
car-qhan, who obſerved the Emperor's growing inclinations, and 
how far matters were taking a turn contrary to his diſpoſition of 


mind, he took his own party at once, and marched off with his 


troops, taking the ſhorteſt road to his own country. 
The Emperor after this departure, advanced to a ſmall diſtance, 
and encamped near the Engliſh army. 'The next day, which was 


that appointed for his receiving the viſit of the Engliſh commander, 


he wanted to advance a little more, when Mir Hufſein-qhantaking 
it for certain that the Engliſh would undoubtedly ſeize on the 


Emperor's perſon, and confine him, made his eſcape out of the camp 


and fled in carneſt, his' people crying every where, as they were going 


away, that the Emperor was going to be betrayed into the hands of 
_ theFren gh, by his own e Naſlyr-ed-do8la Hedaict-aali-qhan- 


bahadyr- 
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pahadyr-aſſed-djung, (meaning my father); and that whoever had 
any ſenſe of honour left, ought to quit the army immediately, and 
follow them. At theſe words 'a vaſt number of ſenſeleſs men 
abandoned the Emperor, and followed the fugitives: but as all-this 
diſorderly multitude was to paſs. by the caſtle of Ticary, where 
| Radja B8niad-ſing refided ; his people ſallied out, and plundered 
every one of thoſe runaways. Mir-hufſein-qhan made his eſcape 
but the fools that had followed him upon his word, perceiving how 
matters went, thought themſelves very happy to effe& their return 
to the army which they had quitted before. The Emperor at that 
time was advancing with his troops in battle array towards the Eng- 
liſh camp, when at about mid-day, the Major made his appearance 
with his officers, at about half a coſs diſtance, where pulling his 
cap, and putting it under his arm-pit, he advanced in that poſture, 


x69 


The Shah- 
⁊ada is viſited 
gby the En- 

liſh, who re- 
cognife his 


marching on foot cloſe to the Emperor's elephant; but the mot Corercignty. 


narch having commanded him to be mounted, that General got on 
horſeback, and taking his ſtation alone, he preceded the Em- 
peror's elephant by about an arrow's ſhot : my father, on his 
elephant, followed the Emperor at a very ſmall diſtance :. he was 
himſelf armed at all points, and at the head of the Imperial troops, 
all armed and ready. They marched in that order, until they ar- 
rived at the river of Djumni, which flows at one coſs and half 
diſtance from Gaya, a ſpot where the troops were to encamp. 
There the main of the army, together with the baggage, took poſt; 
but the Emperor, at the Major's requeſt, went a little farther, and 
entered a tent pitched in a garden ſurrounded by a grove, cloſe to 
the town of Gaya. As ſoon as he had alighted, the Major accom- 
panied by his officers, by Ram-nar4in, by Radja B81I8b, and by 
all the principal commanders of the two armies, paid him his re- 
ſpecs, preſented him with an entertainment, and offered his nuzur 
and homage, together with thoſe of all the perſoris that accom- 
. panied him; after this ceremony he offered ſome preſents ſuitable 
to the occaſion, and worthy of the Emperor's acceptance: All this 
while, my forgiven father was on his elephant, with all his troops 
mounted and ready in the grove. The Emperor having withdrawn 
to a private room, my father went into the tent, and paid a viſit to 

| "me 
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i Major and to his officers ; and thoſe having faluted him i in their 7 
mode, received him with honour. After the uſual ceremonies of g 
paan(94), atur, and roſe-water, my father came out, joined the Em- 
peror, and went to a camp pitched on the banks of the river; and 
it was nearly midnight before my father could find time to retire 
to his own quarters, and to take ſome reſt. The next day the Em- 
peror marched again, and took up his quarters at Gaya ; and after 
ſome days of reſt the armies ſet out again, and marched in concert 
to Azimabad, in the neighbourhood of which city they all encamp- 
ed; the Emperor to the South, on the reſervoir or lake of Muty-psr 
the Engliſh at Bauky-pSr, their old winter quarters, weſtward ; 
Radja Ram-narain, within the city ; and Radja * at Dissfer 
qhan's garden, on the Eaſtern ſide. 

So much concert amongſt people that had been fighting together 
but yeſterday, engaged Mir-caſſem to haſten his march to Azima- 
bad, where he encamped on the Eaſtern part of the city, about 
Djaafer-qhan's garden, in the middle of his own army. On his ar- 
rival he was met by Radja Ram-narain, and by Radja B8113b, who 
paid their homage to the new Viceroy. The former returned to the 
citadel, where he lived; the latter, with Miren's troops, joined 
thoſe of the Navvab's. Major Carnac and the Engliſh chiefs 
wanted to introduce Mir-caſſem-qhan to the Emperor; but ſome 
negociation became neceſſary on that ſubject, as the latter was 
either too ſuſpicious, or too proud to go to the Emperor's quarters. 
At laſt it was agreed that the interview ſhould take place in the 
Engliſh factory; and that the Navvab ſhould pay his reſpects to the 
Monarch at that place. The day being come, the Engliſh were 
buſy in turning their factory into an Imperial hall of audience; and 
a couple of thoſe tables, whereon they take their meals, into an 
Hindoſtany throne: neyertheleſs the throne, as well as the hall, 
being ſpread and hung with rich ſtuffs, aſſumed a very ſplendid ap- 
pearance. Every thing being ready, the Navvab ſtarted afreſh 


—_— 
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(94), The leaf called Beetle by the Engliſh. In preſenting and receiving theſe marks of re- 
gard, there is a great variety of niceties, which the Engliſh either ignore or neglect; but which, 
if neglected by a native, would render him ridiculous and liable to cenſure; the ſame may be 
ſaid of Is and receiving the embrace, Theſe niceties cannot be diſpenſed wich. 


ſome. 
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ſome objections againſt my father's accompanying the Emperor 
with thoſe crouds of guards and ſervants that are cuſtomary; and 
the Major having interpoſed in this alſo, engaged the Emperor 
to come with a ſmall retinue only: after which, he repaired himſelf 
to the factory, where the Engliſh had aſſembled in great numbers, 
Theſe on hearing of the Emperor's being on his march, ſet out on 
foot with the Major at their head, and after meeting the Monarch, 

they continued to march on foot along with the moving throne(9s). 
The Emperor having alighted at the gate of the factory, got into 


the hall, and took his ſeat on his throne. The Engliſh were all 


ſtanding to the right and left of it, but the Major received orders 
to fit: he made a profound bow and took his ſeat. A little after 


171 


the other Engliſh paſſed into another apartment; but it was to 


coine again in order to ſtand at the foot of the throne. About one 
hour after, Mir-cafſem-qhan came, and after having made his 
three bows in a reſpectful manner, he preſented a nuzur of one 
| thouſand and one eſhreffies ; and immediately after, he offered to 
the Imperial acceptance a number of qhoans or trays, covered 
with precious and curious ſtuffs, fit for apparrel; to which he 
added a quantity of jewels, and other coſtly articles. The Empe- 
ror accepted his homage, and honoured him with a qhylaat of fix 


pieces, a chaplet of pearls, with a circlet for the head, and an 


aigrette of jewels adorned by black eagle's feathers ; after which the 
Navvab made the uſual bows, and withdrew into the next room, 


Mir-caſſem 
arrives with 
an army at 
Azimabad; 
L 
enced by the 
Engliſh, he 
renders ho- 
mage to the 


Emperor. 


which was that of Mr. Macguire, the chief of the factory; and 


there he diſcuſſed the revenues and probable charges of the three 


provinces; and after ſome converſation on other matters relative to 
that object, he agreed to pay his Majeſty a yearly tribute of twenty- 
four lacs of rupees. This being ſettled, he returned to the pre- 
ſence, was diſmiſſed with every demonſtration of regard, and he 
repaired to his encampment. After his departure, the Emperor 


having conſulted with the Engliſh rulers, accepted the offer ; 2 
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(95) That throne dels upon two ſtraight bamboos, or r poles, carried upon eight a men's 's thoul- 


ders. It may admit two or three men, and has not only a canopy over it, but an awning 


forward to intercept the glare of the ſun, 


which 
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which he, on their requeſt, went to the citadel or caſtle, | where 
he landed in ſome buildings called the Imperial palace, and which 
were affected to crowned heads only: But as Mir-caſſem-qhan 
continued to harbour ſuſpicions againſt my father, and was not much 
pleaſed, to fee the Emperor's troops in the citadel, the Engliſh in- 
terpoſedagain, and obtained of that monarch, that Seyd-hedaiet-aaly- 
qhan-bahadyr ſhould not have any intercourſe with him in the caſ- 
tle. The Emperor therefore wrote him a note, to deſire his remain- 
ing in camp amongſt the troops, to prevent their diſperſing on ac- 
count of the diſſentions that reigned; requeſting him at the ſame 
time to enliſt new levies. But the Navaab was not the only perſon, 
that had taken umbrage at him : Ram-narain, who was Governor of 
the · city and province, was inclined hkewiſe to harbour ſome appre- 
henſions on his account; and he was uneaſy, left ſome day or other, 
an agreement taking place between the Navvaband my father, the g0— 
vernment might ſlip from out of his hands into thoſe of that nobleman's. 
Impreſſed with ſuch idle ideas, Ram-narain was aſſiduous in poiſon- 
ing the Navvab's mind againſt my father, and in fabricating intel- 


ligences to which that nobleman had never given cauſe, and which 


had never come ſo much as in his thoughts. Mir-cafſem-qhan 
ever prone to ſuſpicion, and at this particular time ſomewhat in- 
clined to jealouſy, inſtilled ſo many notions into the minds of the 
Engliſh, that they ſent my father word, requeſting his returning 
to his eſtate about Rhotas. My father anſwered, that as he was a 
ſervant of the Emperor's, and actually in his poſt by the Emperor's 
command, he could not without his order, pretend to abſent him- 
ſelf. The Engliſh, who are men of ſenſe; and naturally lovers of 
frankneſs and equity, admitted the propriety of the anſwer, and ſent 
one of their nation toinform my father, that as to their own part, they 
had no objections to him at all; but at the ſame time, they ſent word 


to the Emperor, that it appeared that ſo long as Seyd-hedaiet-aali- 


qhan remained at camp, buſy in enliſting new ſoldiers, Mir-cafſem- 
qhan would never be brought to pay any money, or to fullfil any of the 
conditions of the treaty : adding, that it was proper that his ma- 
jeſty ſhould ſend an order, for that nobleman's retiring, upon his 


7 eſtate. The Emperor conſented, and ſent ſuch an order, as was. 


reque ſted.. 
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requeſted,: My father, finding how matters had turned out, went 
late at night, to take his leave of the Major, and of the Epgliſh ru- 
lers; and the next morning, he took the ſhorteſt road to his eſtate. 
But his departure did not affect Aali-naki-qhan, my brother, who 
had followed my father, and had become pay-maſter of the Irape- 
rial houſhold : oa the contrary, he was now decorated with the ſur- | = 
name and title of Fahr-eddb81ah-bahadyr-zaafer-djung ; (95) and he | | i 
continued to live with the Emperor in the exerciſe of his office. | 7 
It was at this conjuncture I chanced to arrive at the Engliſh | = 
camp at Bankipore, after having been at much pains to obtain 
by the interpoſition of the Engliſh chief of Coſſimbazar, permiſ- 
ſion to quit Moorſhoodabad ; and this happened in the following 
manner: Some time before Mir-cafſem-qhan had haſtily quitted 
_ Birboh8m, I had returned to Moorſhoodabad by his leave, where my 
ſituation had become very puzzling, as I found it impoſſible either 
to get out of that city, or to ſend, or receive a letter: and mean 
while Major Carnac, as well as Mr. Hay, and the Engliſh rulers of 
Azimabad, remained in the dark as to what might have become of 
me. Here it is proper to remember that as Ram-narain was not 
ſincere towards Mir-caſſim-qhan, he wanted to inſpire ſuſpicions to 
the Engliſh againſt him ; and as he bore me no good-will neither, 
he was daily rendering me ſuſpected in that Prince's mind, either by 
the ſuggeſtions of his on emiſſaries, or by thoſe of Djagat-ſeat's 
agent: his whole aim being to engage the Navvab to exaſperate 
matters by offering me ſome ill uſuage. His brother, Durdj-narzin, 
at the ſame time, was acting his part at Azimabad. Meeting one 
day Mir-abdollah my friend, whom he knew to be extremely at- 
tached as well as extremely welcome to the Engliſh, he whiſpered 
into his ear, that his friend Mir-ghglam-hoſſein-qhan, had been 
made away with by a doſe of poiſon, by order of the Navvab. 
This intelligence ſeemed the more probable as I appeared no where, 
neither at Azimabad, nor in the Navvab's camp, who was juſt ar- 
rived; ard as vs intelligence at all had been received about me, and 
no one REST, were I might be, the intelligence was taken for a cer- 
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titude : i add to this, that Dirdj-nardin had the art to entreat Mir- 
abdollah to ſay nothing of the matter, and by all means to conceal 
his name, that he might come to no harm on that account. But 
the injunction not ſatisfying Mir-abdollah, the latter imparted the 
intelligence to my youngeſt brother, Seyd-aali-qhan, who, with my 
conſort and family lived in my houſe at Azimabad ; and both re- 
ceiving a ſhock from this piece of news, the more violent as endea- 


vours were uſed to ſmother it, they reſolved to inform the Engliſh 


of the whole matter; with the precaution, however, of concealing 
Dirdj-narain, their author's name, as he was a Gentoo of conſe- 
ſequence, and Mir-abdollah was a retainer of Ram-naräin, his 
brother. They went, therefore, to the factory (97), and informed 
Major Carnac and Mr. Hay, that they held the intelligence from a 


£ rer of great credit. As thoſe two gentlemen had a real attach- 


nt to Mr. Amyatt, as well as a rooted averſion to Mir-caſſem- 


qhan's perſon, on account of his having been promoted by Van- 
ſittart their antagoniſt, they were perpetually on the watch for 


finding the Navvab in fault, in order to threw the blame of it on 
Vanſittart's ſhoulders. On hearing therefore the intelligence, their 
diſpleaſure blazed out into a flame like lightening: they ſwore, 


That if it proved true that Mir- caſſem had murdered a friend and 


« an Envoy of their's, he might depend upon their finding means 
* to exact a ſevere revenge for his death.” Mir-abdollah, frighten- 
ed by the violence of their reſentment, made uſe of every ſupplica- 
tion, to make them proceed with leſs precipitation and more 
ſecrecy ; and he propoſed that letters ſhould be written to the Eng- 
liſh chief of Caſſimbazar, and to me. As he ſpoke to men of much 
ſenſe, although angry, the propoſal was eaſily admitted; and they alſo 
wrote a letter to me to inform themſelves how matters went, and 
why I tarried ſo much. The letter recommended to me; in caſe of 
neceſſity, to apply to the chief of Caſſimbazar, who was then 
Mr. Iſtanluc Batſon (Mr. Stanlake Batſon) if poſſible, as to my 
laſt reſource : they alſo wrote a letter to the ſame gentleman, in the 


— II * 


(97) The word Factory, and Chief, ought not to miſlead European readers. SING 
Theſe factories are built like mighty palaces ; and thoſe chiefs make princely Hepes, and 
come abroad in more ſtate than ſexeral ſovercigns of Europe. 
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| ehatacter and language of the Engliſh, and ſent both letters by 


ofte of my relations. The arrival of that man with his letters filled 


me with joy; and it procured me the only expedient by which 1 

might extricate myſelf: I waited immediately upon the chief of 
ee and having got from him a boat, a meſſenger, and a 
paſs, I arrived ſafe at Azimabad, where, God be thanked, I ſaw 


my friends again, and found myſelf once more in my houſe and 


home. But yet I was not quite eaſy, being in doubt whether 1 
ought to viſit the Navvab or not, as there ſubſiſted every where 
ſuch a ſtrange appearance of double dealing, and diſcordance, that 
I could not help wavering in my conduct: My brother in the caſtle, 
and in high office with the Emperor; M8rlydur and Ram-narain, 
in appearance my friends, and in fact, my enemies; myſelf highly 
obliged to both, and unable to make a proper return; Mir-caſſem- 
qhan in his heart an enemy to Ram-narain ; the Emperor diflatisfied 
and uncaſy in the caſtle; the Englith at variance amongſt them- 
ſelves; Macguire fiding with Vanſittart and the Navvab; and the 
Major with Mr. Hay, being cloſely united with Amyatt, in oppoſ- 


ing Vanſittart, and alſo in ſupporting Ram-narzin againſt Mir- 


caſſem-qhan : ſuch a confuſed ſcene was puzzling. All this while 
the Radja, ſenſible of the ſtrong ſupport he would meet with from 
the Major and Mr. Hay, and their party, diſſembled with Mr. 
Macguire, and paid his protectors an aſſiduous court, to the great 
diſcontent of both the Navvab and Mr. Macguire: and it is for his 
having entirely neglected theſe two men, that he ſaw what he did 
te, and met with an untimely fate of his own ſeeking... _ 

As to myſelf, the poor man, Mir-cafſem-qhan diſliked me be- 


cauſe I had fo many connections with the Engliſh ; becauſe my 


younger brother was in ſuch high favour with che Emperor; and 
beeauſe he imagined I had ſtill much intimacy with Ram-narain, 
whom he could not bear: he likewiſe harboured many ſuſpicions 


againſt me. And on the other hand, both Ram-naram and MB8lry- 


dur, miſtruſting in me the very appearance of being Mir-caflem- 
qhan's nominal ſervant; and fearing leſt ſome day I ſhould avail myſelf 
of my connections with the Engliſh, to diſpoſſeſs theſe twomen of their 
nnn of Azimabad, in which I might place my own father; 
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were much inclined to ſuſpect that I was- always brewing ſome m. 


chief. Juſt at this time, the Navvab having for a purpoſe of his 
own, repeatedly expreſſed a deſire to ſee me, I repeatedly excuſed: 
myſelf on a. pretence of illneſs; until finding that he perſiſted in his 
inſtances, I repaired to his quarters... That prince, on ſeeing me, 
went to an inner appartment, where,.after endeavouring to ſoothe- 


my mind and to win my heart, he propoſed to me a voyage to Cal- 


cutta, “ You are,” ſaid he, in connection with Mr. Amyatt,. 
* the great ſupporter of Ram-narain: I with therefore you would- 
* go to Calcutta, and manage ſo as that he might let go his hold 
« of that man and join me, as I want the council's: conſent for my 
bringing that Governor under controul, and for my becoming 
« his maſter, as indeed it is proper L ſhould be.” Such an over- 
ture, after what had paſſed between us, could not but ſurpriſe me,. 
although I was not much diſpleaſed with its purport : L was my- 
ſelf for a variety of reaſons inclined to quit Azimabad, and to go 
to Calcutta; but dreaded the conſequences of an alteration in Mir- 
eaſſem-qhan's behaviour, and the many ſuſpicions with which his 
unſteady turn of mind would not fail to plague me, ſhould I ever 


concern myſelf in his affairs: the very meddling with them ſeem-- 
ed full of dangers. I anſwered: therefore that I had no objections 


to my being employed in his affairs, -but feared the unſteadineſs of 
his temper, which made Bim ſom: times alter his mind without a 
ſufficient reaſon: For inſtance,” added I, « what was the poor: 
man's fault at Bodgam, when after having ſhewn me the utmoſt: 
* kindneſs and inclination, you turned about at once on the ſimple 
inſinuation of Djagat- ſeat's agent?” After having ſaid ſo much, 
I could not help inſinuating, that although accuſers might attempt 
to inſtil ſuſpicions in the heart of a great man, (for which there was: 
no wondering, ſince ſuch was their profeſſional line) yet that it 
behoved a maſter and benefactor to be more careful, and never to 
diſgrace his ſervants without having probably aſcertained their 
guilt. The Navvab heard all that, and then made uſe of the 
ſtrongeſt aſſertions, and the moſt ſolemn promiſes, to engage me 


to be henceforward eaſy : he made me promiſe that I would under- 
take the voyage; and next day he ſent me two thouſand rupees for 


my 
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my cxpences... The matter being now ſettled, I took leave of my 


friends, and ſet out for Moorſhoodabad, where I arrived in four 


days, and: where 1 lodged at the houſe of a relation of mine. 
As the Navvab had wrote to T8rab-aali-qhan, his maternal, uncle, 
Governor of Moorſhoodabad, to inform him of my going down 
for a ſervice of his, that Governor aſſiſted me expeditiouſſy, in 
furniſhing me with boats and every thing elſe I wanted : fo that 
after a ſtay of two or three days at Moorſhoodabad, 1 arrived ſafe 
at Calcutta, where I went to vifſit Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Gray, 
and Captain Knox, whom I frequented afſiduouſly, and from whom 
I learned from time to time all the news of Azimabad. 


The Emperor was ſtill in that city; but whilſt he a Single 


ready to ſet out on his journey to his capital, he waited impatient- 
Iy for the arrival of Munnir-eddöglah, whom he had ſent as his 
ambaſſador to Ahmed-ſhah, the Abdally monarch. But that 
Prince himſelf had already been invited over by Nedjib-eddo8lah,. 
by Ahmed-qhan-bangaſh, and by the other Afghan princes,. as 


well as by Shudjah-eddo8lah himſelf; and he had reſolved to march 


into Hindoſtan, as far as its capital, where he intended to extirpate 
the Marhatta nation: for he had heard with anguiſh that thoſe 


infidels had taken poſſeſſion of the citadel; confined the young Prince, 


whom the miniſters of his father, Aalamghir the Second, had ſet 
up under the. name of Shah-djehan; and pretended to no leſs- 
than to ſet up their own monareh in the young Prince's ſtead, and 
to become the fole maſters of all Hindoſtan. With that view he 
advanced by long marches ; and being arrived in the territory of 
Shah-djehan-abad, he gave the Marhattas ſeveral deſtructive de- 
feats; and then returned to Candahar, his capital, after a ſevere cam- 
paign in India, which laſted full ſeven months, excluſive of the 
time he ſpent in coming and going. On his departure, he ſtrongly re- 

commended. to the Afghan princes and to Shudjah-ed-do8lah, 

in particular, to reſpect their lawful Emperor, and to ſubmit to him. 
It muſt be obſerved that during this whole campaign, Munnir-ed- 
do8lah had been reſiding in the court of the Abdali monarch, from. 

whom he had obtained injunctions, to all the Indian princes, to obey 

ar hen as their lawful monarch. Not content with that, the 


Abdaly 


178 


Inn HELI EW FAI or, 


Abl conqueror had at his depar ente frog recolnmended fubriiſ 
flon to 15 wol princes hom ie frid affemnbled inhis preſence; and it 
ſeems that his retommęndation had produced a full eflect: for as ſoon 
as he was gone; N. edjib-ed-d6814k- eſtabliſhed 'S8ltan'Djuvan-baqht 


in the citadel of Sbah-diehan: abad, 48. deputy to Bis father Shah- 
aalem: he coined money in the Athers name, and ordered the 
5 Qhotbah, or loyal- prayer: of Friday 158);/to be pronounced for his 


proſperity. Shudjah-ed-döglah did the fime on his return to Agdd, 


his capital; from whence he ſent ſums of that new coin, both in 
filver and gold, to Shah-aalem, and fupplieated his coming; to put 
himſelf at the head of his faithful ſübjects. Suf pliques in the 
fame ſtyle came at che latne time from Ahmed-qhan-bangaſh, and 


from Nedjib-e4*dg8lah, as well as from his ambaſſador, Munnir- 
ed-do8lak ; all of whom congratulated! him upon his' acceſſion to the 
throne of his anceſtors. And as theſe many petitions were in the ſame 


ſtyle with thoſe of Shudjah-ed- döglah's, and they came accompanied 


with ſums of money in ſilver and gold, coined! in his name; Sucha 


general conſent rejoiced the heart of the new monarch, who' now 


faw how generally he was acknowledged; inſomuch that there re- 


ma ined no excuſe now, either to the” English or to the Navvab, for 
delaying his departure. The Ebglith fndiig how univerſally he 


was expected, took care to make him ſign ſuch a treaty as they 


thought proper, after which'they preſented hin with a ſum of mo- 
ney and ſome other articles that ſeemed neceſſary, and wiſhed him 


a happy journey. Shah-aalem, after returning his acknowledge- 
ments to the Almighty goodneſs for this flow of ſucceſs, beat the 
general, and continued his march towards his capital. This was 


; about the end” of Shevvyal or the beginning of Zilcaad, in the ſecond. 


ear of his acceſſion to the ecu” 8 correſponds to the year 


1784 of the Hedjrah. He quitted Azimabad, and marched to- 
Wards Shudjah- ed-döslah's country. But as ſoon as he had croſſed 
the little river of Keram-naſſa, that prince himſelf made his ap- 
5 e and | being admitted to 1h: honour of Fi 2 columns 
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of OY e Eper throne, he preſented, in token of homage, ſuch an 


| offering i in money, precious ſtuffs, and jewels, as ſeemed ſuitable to 
the occaſion; after which he marched to his OY in ane | 


with the Emperor. 

This departure having endend ihe Navyab ip with reſpect to 
the Emperor, he turned his views towards bringing Radja Ram- 
naràin under his eontroul. With that view he wrote repeatedly to 
the council of Cal," cta, and to Governor Vanſittart, who had de- 
clared himſelf his protector; and he likewiſe engaged Macguire to 
write againſt Ram-nardin, with whom the latter was himſelf much 
diſpleaſed : the Navvab took care, at the ſame time, to keep this 
new friend ſteady in his intereſt, by a variety of favours and preſents 
which he knew how to place. It was in theſe conjunctures that 
General Coote arrived at Azimabad. He had been Major hereto- 
fore, and was the man who, by Colonel Clive's order, had purſued 
Msſbur Laſs as far as Bacſar. This officer came of late from Europe, 
whither he had repaired after that expedition of his; and from 
whence he came out again with the title of General, and the office 
of Commander in Chief of the Engliſh forces. Ram-naräin, ever 
intent on his own affairs, ſoon found means to gain him over to his 
own intereſt; and he uſed every day either to fill his ears with ſenſeleſs 
rumours, that took their. riſe amongſt the mob, or he was at the 
trouble of fabricating them himſelf. - One day he ſent him word 
that Mir- caſſem- qhan intended to ſurpriſe the Engliſh in their can- 
tonments; and to countenance that intelligence, he took care to 
put his own troops under arms. That officer, ſtruck with the re- 

port, fallied before day-break from his camp with a :\mall number 
of men, and ſuddenly made his appearance in Mir-cafſem-qhan's 
quarters, where he found the Navvab aſleep, as well as moſt of 
his troops ; nor did his camp by any means wear the appearance of 
any preparative, or of any deſign whatever: Aſhamed of his pre- 
cipitancy, and full of repentance for ſo inconſiderate an action, he 
departed immedia ely, leaving behind an Engliſh officer, who had 
orders, an the Navvab's riſing, to preſent him the General's ex- 
cuſes, and to fay, “that having come to ſee him, he had gone 
* back on his finding him faſt aſleep.” The Navvab had been 

| e ; awakened 
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awakened by this time, and receiving intelligence of this intruſion 
of the General's, he was exceedingly diſpleaſed at it; and he repri- 
manded the officer for ſo improper an action. The officer brought 
forward all the excuſes he could muſter, and then departed; but 
theſe excuſes did not prevent Mir-cafſem-qhan from making a 
handle of this behaviour of the General's, to complain at Calcutta; 
and he drew that intruſion in ſuch colours, that the council diſap- 
proved the General's conduct, and ſent him a reprimand. That 
officer finding now that his behaviour had become public, and that 
it covered him with ſhame, concluded that he had no other party 
left, than that of returning to England, But meanwhile this affair 
having brought to light ſome of Ram-narain's ſuggeſtions and 
machinations, they gave riſe to ſuch a train of conſequences as 
ended in his own ruin. DES 
As I was now at Calcutta theſe three months; and I had daily in- 
telligence of the contents of Mir-cafſem-qhan, now Azli-djah's 
letters (99), I uſed to make various attempts to gain Mr. Amyatt's 
mind to the cauſe I had been entruſted with ; but always to little 
or no purpoſe at all. One day, when I imagined I had gained ſome 
ground, he thought proper to open his mind, and to ſpeak very 
Amyatt ob- frankly in theſe very words: You know yourſelf very well, ſaid 


ects to Mir- 


— Ns he, that I never had any particular attachment to Ram-narain, 


gh and no kind of inclination for his perſon : I am not without ſome 
Vankttart. 4e Objections to him; but as Mr. Vanſittart has promoted Mir-caſ- 


% ſem-qhan, and has declared himſelf his protector, it behoves me of 
«*« courſe, in conſequence of that ſettled jcalouſy that ſubſiſts between 
„him and me, to fide wien iviir-djaaſer-qhan, and with Ram- 
% nariin: And now that we have on both ſides wrote to England, 
« and to the council of London, on the ſubjoct; have both depreciat- 
ed and accuſed each ocher ; andre actually vilifying and accuſing 
*« each other ſtill, every council-dæ/; matters are come to ſuch a 
« paſs, that nothing can ſtile Wem, Cat ln deciſion from Eu- 


1 — 


— — — * X 
(99) Aali-djah, and raked, are ticles of the * import, as well as Intiam- el Liab: All 


theſe ſignify, the illuſtrious, ſublime, or, if yau u. te Die, or the man of high ſlate, 
and dignity. 
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4 rope a as is expected by both den until, then, ſuch a deciſions, 
arrived, I cannot turn towards Mir-cafſem-qhan; and even did 
J go ſo far, ſuch a change of hands would redound to my own. 
«© diſhonour and accuſation. Let your maſter wait therefore the 
« diſpatches from Europe: if the deciſion of London ſhould prove 
«favourable to Mr. Vanſittart, the Navvab is too knowing a man 
to think of minding me; and if it ſhould prove to favouriſe the 
«© oppohite party, and to transfer the diſpoſal of affairs into my 
% own hands, then Mir-cafſem-qhan will ſoon find where I ſhall 
* be; and if he ſhould ſeek me with fincerity, I ſhall have no 
« gþbjeCtions to any connection with him.” This converſation hav- 
ing convinced me of Mr. Amyatt's turn of mind, and of that of his 
party, I gave full information of it to my conſtituent; but this 
did not diſcourage him: he was ſupported by Governor Vanſittart 
and his party, and always gained his point with the council; ſo 
that at laſt, he obtained their conſent for his bringing Ram-nariin - 
under his controul and dependence, and for obliging him to give 
an account of his long adminiſtration at Azimabad. As ſoon as I got 
information of this important intelligence, I took my leave of Mr. 
Amyatt, and of my other friends, and I repaired to Moorſhooda- 
bad, where after a ſtay of a few days, become neceſſary for ſome 
particular buſineſs of my own, I ſet out, and arrived at Azimabad. 
It muſt be remembered, that Mir-cafſem-qhan was not only an 
able accomptant and a keen diſcerner of the intricacies of public 
accounts, but that he had given himſelf able miniſters who helped 
him aſſiduouſly. After receiving then from the council, the con- 
ſent for which he had applied, he called Ram-naräin to the con- 
troul-office, and examined him about the following articles : © The 
* quantum of the revenues he had hitherto received during his 
long adminiſtration, and the ſum total of the expenditures he 
* had made: the monies charged in the books, as paid to the 
. djaghiry holders. of the Emperor's court, and the Navvab's; 
and the receipts: and vouchers-of thoſe diſfurſements: the ſums. 
charged as paid to the troops, with a comparative ſtatement of the 
* reviews made, and of the number of horſes marked on the 


66 thigh; and borne on the books.” Vouchers and regular accounts. 
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of all theſe, he required of him in the auditing-hall, in the ore 

ſence of a large number of Ram-nariin's own officers and heads of 

office, with whom he had formed a large circle round that Gover- 

nor's perſon. But as the whole of Ram-nariin's adminiſtration and 

conduct was one continual ſeries of fraud, double-dealing, and 

artifice, this requiſition ſtruck him with concern and aſtoniſhment; 

and he applied to his friends for their ſupport and aſſiſtance; but 

finding them impotent, he repented of the unlimited confidence he 

had repoſed in them, and eſpecially in Major Carnac and Mr. 

Amyatt, but repented too late. Some of them, who were men of 

firmneſs and courage, exhorted him to ſtand up in his own defence; 

and ſome others, who were of a different temper, adviſed him to 

ſubmit to his fate, and to become humble. As he had no perſonal 

courage or firmneſs of his own, and the time was come for his re- 

ceiving his due for the uſage which he had offered to ſo many 

Mondia Muſſulman widows, and to ſo many other defenceleſs people, he 
obliged 2 found he had no other party left than that of ſubmiting intirely to 

* MNavrabieo>= Mir-caſſem-qhan's orders. But firſt of all he made ſome of his 
principalaccomptants abſcond with their books. However this did 

not prevent the Navvab's people from ſoon finding their retreat. 
Sunder- ſing was the firſt found out, and the firſt brought away, and 
put in confinement, under the care of Bereket-aaly, and ſome other 

truſtees of the Navvab's court; and as this confinement brought to 

lizht an immenſity of embezzlements in that man's management of 

the army accounts, and an infinity of frauds and infidelities in the 

accounts of the djaghiry holders, and in the receipts of the public 

income, ſeverities of courſe were added to this confinement, and 

his effects, in money and jewels, were confiſcated. But as the 

man had had the precaution to diſperſe his fortune in time ; and his 

people, even at the moment of his lodging's being taken poſſeſſion 

of, had probably found means to fave, through the women's apart- 

4 | ments, and from elſewhere, many articles of high value ; no more 
could be found in his houſe than about ſeven lacs in caſh, and nearly 
as much in other effects. But Manſaram- ſah8, an eminent banker, 
in whoſe houſe he kept his accounts and effects, was involved 
in the confiſcation, as well as Ganga- biſhum, caſh-keeper to Sun- 
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der- ſing: both being accuſed of concealing his effects. Mighty 
ſums of money were recovered from theſe two men, and carried 
to the treaſury. Radja M8rly-dur, the head harcara, or head ſpy, 
who was Ram-narain's aſſociate, and had as much authority in the 
government.as himſelf, was put to the torture, as well as Mahmed- 
aafac, the cutval, or inſpector of the police: a magiſtrate, who 
was one of MSrly-dur's principal ſatellites, and who carried on his 
back a load of curſes and imprecations from an infinity of defence- 
leſs people, whom he had oppreſſed or ruined. Both theſe guilty 
men were obliged to ſurrender thoſe immenſe ſums which they had 
been hoarding up for ſo many years paſt; and all that went to Mir- 
caſſem-qhan's treaſury. The enquiries overtook Muſtepha-c8li- 
qhan himſelf,” who was brother to Mirza-iredj-qhan, father-in- 
law to Seradj-ed-do8la, (upon whom be God's mercy!) He was 
certainly a malicious ill-natured man, that deſerved to be involved 
in the ſeverities exerciſed on his friends: but he died in confine- 
ment, before he could be examined, and he departed towards thoſe 
manſions of mercy, prepared by him to whom nothing is hidden or 
impoſſible. Theſe ſeverities involved Seyd-abdol-aali-qhan, my 
paternal uncle, who on the fame of Ram-narain's power and in- 
fluence, had come over from Banares in ſearch of employment, 
and had very unfortunately chanced to land at Azimabad, hilſt 
Ram-nariin himſelf was actually under confinement. This unfor- 
tunate man, having fallen, as well as others, under the laſh of Mir-caſ- 
ſem-qhan's reſentment, received an order to quit the city, and 
to return to Banares : in ſhort, the conduct of every one of the pri- 
ſoners, after being ſubjected to a variety of chicanery and accuſa- 
tions, underwent a thorough ſcrutiny ; nor could any one be ranſomed 
but by ſurrendering thoſe ſums of money which had been hoar d- kamente 
ing up theſe many years paſt. Mir-caſſem-qhan, after having gone by Mig 
through ſo much inquiſitorial buſineſs, and having confined Ram- 9 
nardin with his aſſociates and dependants, marched through the 
city with all the pomp imaginable ; after which, he took up his 
quarters in the caſtle. MSrly-dur was ſent priſoner to Djehanghir- 
nugur=daca; but Ram-narain, with all his relations, was kept con- 
fined near his palace; and at laſt they were carried to Moor- 
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One of the aſſociates and favourites of that unhappy Governor's 
was Rag-ſhitab-riy, who became therefore a partaker of the Nav- 
vab's reſentment. He was taken to taſk: imperious exactors were 
ſet over him; and pretences ſought every where for his ruin. But 
as he was a man of fortitude and courage, he ſhut himſelf up in 


his houſe with a few friends, and reſolved to riſk his life in defence 


of his honour. This air of vigour had its effect; and for ſometime 
he was not meddled with by the Navvab. Nevertheleſs, mat- 
ters went hard with him ſtill; for Mir-caſſem-qhan obtained 
from the Emperor the government of the fortreſs of Rhotas, with 
the Imperial Divanſhip of Azimabad, and the management of thoſe 
djaaghiry-lands that belonged to Semſam-ed-do8lah, now deceaſed; 


(all which offices had been in Rai-ſhitab-ray's poſſeſſion ;) and it 


was an account of his management -in theſe offices, that was 
required of him- with ſo much rigor, and ſo much chicanery. 
Luckily for him, that his attachment to the Engliſh, and the 
ſervices he had rendered to that nation in the battle againſt Qhaden- 
hafſen-qhan, had made ſuch an impreſſion on their gratitude, that they 
reſolved at any rate to have him out of the Navvab's hands : they 
interpoſed therefore ſo effectually, that it was agreed on both ſides, 
that his affair ſhould be examined and judged by the council of 
Calcutta, 'The Navvab, who reckoned on the Governor's ſup- 
port, conſented ; and Shitab-riy, who truſted to the vigor of his 
friends, went down with Major Carnac and ſome others. As 
nothing could be proved againſt him, and he was greatly eſteemed 
by the Engliſh, the Governor and Council contented themſelves 


with ordering that he ſhould quit the Navvab's dominions. Shitab- 


ray wanted no better; and he returned up to Azimabad, in com- 
pany with Mr. Ellis and Mr. Luſhington, two perſons who had 
been appointed chief, and ſecond, of the factory in that city. Mr. 
Luſhington, in particular, who had a high regard for Shitab-ray, 
taking a whole battalion of Talingas with him, . eſcorted him by 
the way of Chapra, and Saarun, until he ſaw him acroſs the river 
Sordj8, which alſo goes by the names of Deva and Gagra, and 
forms the boundary between the provinces of Azimabad, and that 
of A8d. Mr. Luſhington, after having ſeen him fafe in Shudja- 
ed-do8lah's dominions, parted with him, and returned to Azimabad. 

| The 
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The Navvab, by ſuch means as thick; and ſuch atis as 

well as by the order and regularity he introduced in every branch 
of the adminiſtration, and eſpecially in the finances, came to be 
poſſeſſed of an immenſe hoard of ready money. But there re- 
mained a relation of '/ Ram-narain's, and it was Manſaram, who was 
actually collecting the revenues of the country of Tirs8t, on the 
other ſide of the Ganga. Mir-mehdi-qhan, who was a near rela- 
tion of the Navvab's, having been appointed Fodjdar of that diſ- 
trict, Manſaram, Who was equally brave and thoughtleſs, put him 
ſelf upon his defence, was killed in an engagement, and by his 
death put an end to the diſpute. Mir- caſſem-qhan, after having 
introduced order in his finances, and ſubordination in his domi- 
nions, turned 'his views towards providing for his defence. He 
was «maſſing and manufacturing as many guns and flint muſkets 
as he could, with every neceſſary for war(199): Gurghin-qhan, the 
Armenian, was the man propoſed to that particular branch : he 
was the principal general of his troops, and the truſty confidant of 
his heart; nay, the Navvab ſeemed to have ſold himſelf to him 
totally. But he had alſo ſeveral other generals beſides, whether 
Hindoſtanies or foreigners, every one of whom he had appointed 
to ſome particular branch. The muſt illuſtrious and moſt conſidera- 
ble amongſt the latter was, Mahmed-taky-qhan, the Tabrizian, of 
Coozza-calan(io1), whom he had appointed Fodjdar of Birbhom, 
with orders to raiſe men, but to diſcipline only ſuch as might prove 8 5 
able-bodied and ſerviceable. The man attached himſelf fo heartily rom rea 
to his taſk, that he attracted a general admiration; he raiſed a a 


— — 
* — 


„ — * — 


(100) The European reader may poſſibly hear with ſurpriſe, that thoſe firelocks manufactured 
at Mongher, proved better than the beſt 'Tower-proofs, ſent to India for the Company's uſe ; 
and ſuch was the opinion which the Engliſh officers gave then, when they made the compariſon 
by order of the council of Calcutta. Their flints were all Radjemahl agates ; and their metal 
more mellow. And even to-day 1785. Colonel Martin, a Frenchman, who has greatly diſ- 
tinguiſhed himſelf theſe twenty-two years in the Engliſh ſervice, has, at Lucnow, a manufactory, 
where he makes piſtols and fuzils better, both as to lock and barrel, than the beſt arms that 
come from Europe. The compariſon had been repeatedly made; and Sir Elijah Impey, Chief 
Juſtice of the Supreme Court of Calcutta, carried to Europe one pair of thoſe piſtols. 

(101) Tabriz is the ſecond city of Perſia; and Cozza-calan is a town in its territory. 
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body ſtill more numerous and better compoſed than he had been 
directed; and he applied himſelf fo aſſiduouſly in arming, and ex- 


erciſing them in mock-engagements and in daily manœuvres, that 


he approved himſelf ſuperior to thoſe of his rank: it being acknow- 
ledged that no one would have diſcharged that office with ſo much 


abilities as he did. This officer had the qualities of a commander 


in chief, and did richly deſerve that high employment; much 
better at leaſt, than ſuch a cloth-ſeller by the yard, as was Gurghin- 
qhan. Had he commanded in the day of battle, as did Gurghin- 
qhan (102), he would have preſerved his honour and character; nor 
had the engagement ended as it did: although he had but a 
ſmall force, and his meaſures were thwarted by the jealouſy of Seyd- 
mahmed-qhan, the deputy Governor of Mooſhoodabad, and by the 
refractory behaviour of ſeveral commanders, ſuch as Sheh-haibet- 
ollah, Aalem-qhan, and Djaafer-qhan ; all of whom were enjoin- 
ed to obey his commands in the firſt battle againſt the Engliſh, and 
all of whom diſobeyed his orders. His conduct and name have been 
inſcribed on the leaves of the hiſtorical page. As for Ghurgin-qhan, 
his elevation ſeemed to have taken place, on purpoſe to demoliſh and 
to overthrow Mir-cafſem qhan's power and grandeur. But this 
obſervation eſcaped his maſter: or if it did not, he was purblinded 
by his deſtiny, as we ſhall ſhew in the ſubſequent part of this hiſ 
tar. 

If Mir-caſſem-qhan was aſiduouſly buſy in providing the neceſ- 
ſaries for war, he was no leſs attentive in whatever could contribute 
to introduce regularity in the ſtate, and ſubordination and punctua- 


(102) The author, who every where inveighs againſt that General, did not know, or did not 
mind, that he was as much a man of genius, as Mahmed-taky-qhan, but with more knowledge: 
It was he who trained and diſciplined the Navvab's gavalry, infantry, and artillery, in the En- 
gliſh manner: and if half trained, as were thoſe troops, a ſimple detachment of them fought, 
and defeated the troops of Major Caſtairs, which were full as numerous as thoſe that won the 
battle of Plaſſy, what would he not have done, had he had a delay of two years more, to train 
them thoroughly? It is probable that he would have ruined the Engliſh in time; for he was 
taking every meaſure which could render the Navvab independant. But fo far was he from pre- 
cipitating his maſter into a war with the Engliſh, that whenever he ſaw him impatiented at the 
haughtineſs and pride of theſe ſtrangers, he uſed to ſay: © bear and forbear ; you are not yet . 
&« reſerve that anger, till the time when you ſhall have feathers to your Wings, ak 
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ty amongſt the Zemindars. The principal amongſt them there- 
fore were ordered to attend at court. This order gave umbrage 


to Cam-car-qhan, who feared to be called to an account for his 


attachment to the Emperor, as well as for the arrears due by his 
Zemindaty to the treaſury of the province; and he retired with his 


troops into the mountains of the Ramgur. But Buniad-ſing, and 


Fateh-ſing, who truſted to the merit of having forborne to join 
the Emperor, and of having always lived in the courts of the pre- 
ceding Governors, readily obeyed the ſummonſes, and were put un- 
der confinement. So mild a treatment could not be expected by 
Pahluvan-fing, and the other Zemindars of the Sercar, or province 
of Shah-abad, who all go by the name of BodjpSriahs : thoſe men, 
fearful of being taken to taſk for their attachment to Ram- 
| narzin,” and called to an account for their robberies and violences of 
all kinds, did not obey the order, but put themſelves upon their 
defence. The Navvab, who had determined with himſelf to de- 
moliſh all the ancient men of conſequence in theſe provinces, but, 
above all, to extirpate the Zemindars that ſhould prove refractory; 
and who intended to ruin all their caſtles and ſtrong holds, ſent 
firſt of all his own nephew, Aali-qhan, to take poſſeſſion of Cam- 
car=qhan's country: He afterwards affociated to him Aſſed-ollah- 
qhan, fon to Mir-huſſein-qhan, a man little ſcrupulous in ſhedding 
blood ; after which diſpoſitions, he determined to depart himſelf for 
Saharſeram and the diſtricts of Shahabad. 

It was juſt in theſe conjunctures I arrived at Azimabad from my 
journey to Calcutta, and I viſited the Navvab in Doctor Fullar- 
ton's company, aman who was a great friend of mine, as well as 
in high favour with that prince. He received me with diſtinction, 
and ſpoke with the utmoſt kindneſs ; but as I had tarded very 
much in my voyage, he ſeemed really to be ſomewhat diſpleaſed, 
and he expreſſed his diſcontent in ſome complaints. I brought 


| ſeveral excuſes forward, which he ſeemed to accept; but being never 


without ſome ſufpicion or other in his mind, I perceived that he 
was not really ſatisfied, and that there lurked in his heart ſome 

particle of diſcontent. It was about this time, likewiſe, that my 
father reſolved on his fide to pay a viſit to the new Navvab : he had 
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awd that his eſtate, which although moſtly acquired by pur- 
Chaſe, is deemed a djaghir, was ſeated in the Navvab's dominions, 
and, of courſe, at the Navvab's mercy; and as he was seſolved to 
live henceforward upon that eſtate, and to avoid the troubles of 
the buſy world, it became incumbent upon him to be upon ſome terms 
with one in whoſe dominions he was to ſpend his days. He there- 


fore expreſſed his deſire to. Mirza (103) Shems-eddin, an intimate 
friend of his, and a favorite of the Navvab's. Mir-caſſem-qhan, 


who remembered how inferior to my father he had been, and yet 


was conſcious of that ſuperiority of rank and dignity, ſo un- 
deniable in his viſitor, to which be would be obliged by the 
rules of decency to pay an adequate regard, declined the inter- 
view under ſome pretence; and when at laſt he conſented, it was 


on ſuch conditions as ſtrongly evinced the difference he conceived 
between a reigning Navvab, and a diſgraced prime miniſter, My 
father, on the other fide, on hearing of the high pretentions of Mir- 
caſſem-qhan's, was diſguſted, and he repented of his having come 


ſo far as Azimabad, Luckily that I was myſelf in that city: as ſoon 
as I heard of this miſunderſtanding, I went to my father, and pre- 
vailed upon him not to ſtand upon the etiquette, but to put up 
with the pride and pretenſions of Mir- caſſem-qhan's, as a neceſſity 


to which the times ſtrongly pointed. The repreſentation had its ef- 


fect; and he ſubmited to them. But when the interview came to 
take place, it happened that the Navvab himſelf over-awed the 
aged appearance of his noble viſitor, and by a ſudden recollection of 
his former greatneſs, at once receded from his own pretenſions, 
although they had been ſubmitted to; and getting up from his 
meſned of ſtate, he advanced ſome ſteps, embraced him as an 
equal, made him fit cloſe to himſelf on that ſame meſned, and 
took care to expreſs himſelf in ſuch reſpectful terms, as might 


— 


(103) The ward Mirza, which ſignifies high-born, roach both in Perſia and in 
India, a gentleman that can read and aurite, a qualification very ſcarce among the Muſſulmen, altho' 
ſo common amongſt Gentoos. This word fignifies .no more, when put before the name : but 
when after, it always ſignifies the royal prince ſuch a one. Hence Mirza-ſhems-eddin ſignifies 
only Mr. Shems-eddin : But Shems-eddin-mirza, would ſignify the royal prince Shems-eddin. 
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pour: a ſtream of gladneſs over the old nobleman' s heart. The ede 


receives 


viſit having laſted ſome time, my father got up, and was diſmiſſed, author's fa- 


+ in the 
| with the utmoſt honour and deference: the Navvab granted him — 


his requeſt with the beſt grace, and ever after made it a point to * 
ſhew him the utmoſt regard and reſpect. | 
Whilſt I was rejoicing at this pleaſing proſpect, I was ſuddenly | 
called' up by my ill fortune. I was one day fitting in Mir-ab- 
do8hh's houſe, when a chopdar, or mace-bearer, 'came from the 
Navvab, commanding my attendance: I haſtened thither, and was 
conducted to an inner apartment, where that prince was ſitting 
alone. Iwant, ſaid he, ** ſomething from you. What can it be, 
anſwered I, ** that ſhould be in my power to give to your highneſs? 
Whatever be in Bagdat, is always at the Qhaliff s command(104).” 
Let us have, faid the Navvab, your djaghiry eſtate at Monghbyr, that 
1 may confer it, together with that fortreſi, on Gurgbin-gban, who 
i to go thither, in order to put it in a ſtate of repair. Your lands are 
elgſe to the foſſt; and it is ten to one, but that your agent will be daily 
laying complaints againſt his agent, as the latter will not fail to do againſt 
the former. Now, 1wiſh to be rid of all that beforehand * I will give 
you, in exchange, a better eftate than that. I anſwered, © That he 
might do what he thought beſt for his affairs: that I wanted 
only a ſubſiſtence, which he might caſily afford; and that, if 
« it ſhould be his pleaſure to give, and my good fortune to receive, 
5 other lands in exchange, it would be neceſſary to write to Radja 
* Radj-b8llub, who, ſince Ram-narzin's confinement, was deputy 
Governor of Azimabad.” The Navvab promiſed it, but yet put 
me off with ſome vague promiſes, and in a few days he departed * 
for Saharſeram and Bodjep8r; nor did the exchange take place: fo 
that I became extremely embarraſſed for a ſubſiſtence; and as I was 
deeply in debt, and utterly deſtitute of camp equipage, I could not 
make the campaign with him. Doctor Fullarton, and ſome other 
friends, e wan Joe what was due to me upon wy" Pay: 


19-4 ee —— 


(104) The Arabian Apart, ee of Mohammed, had made for ſeveral hundred 
Fears together, their reſidence at Bagdad, 4 were called Yai, or 3 405 
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8 but he only anſwered. by a dry well, and never thought of it any 


more. Fain I was to remain at ne whilſt be. n for 


Saharſeram. 151 d ed 


He was at the head of an n army as numerous as. che angltivuade at 
the Day of Judgement(95) ; but as Pahluvan-fing, with the other 
zemindars of the country of Shaha- had, did not dare to ſtand their 
ground, they croſſed the Ganga and fled to Ghazipoor, where they 
built themſelves habitations in the dominions of Shudjah-ed-d&6+, 


Banareſs. Their lands were taken poſſeſſion of by the Navvab, Who 
placed his own collectors in each zemindary, and ſupported them 
by ſtrong bodies of troops; whilſt he remained, himſelf, all the 
while, at his head quarters of Saharſeram, as if to give full ſcope 


to the anxieties. of his mind. His temper, naturally, ſuſpicious, 


rendered him anxious about diving into the ſecrets of families, and 
eſpecially in thoſe of great men; and en that account he ſpent 
great ſums. in procuring intelligence: taking care to give much 
authority to Radja Sgck-laal (ie), his head. ſpy, who by the means 
of the numbers he retained in his pay, furniſhed him with minute 
intelligence concerning every man in his ſervice; high or low, and 
eſpecially about whatever concerned the zemindars; not omittingeven 
the inhabitants of the cities. But the greateſt, evils aroſè from the 
intelligence conveyed by Nanng-mull, the ſpy, who having already 
made his apprenticeſhip in Qhadum-haſſen qhan's ſervice, at P8ra« 
niah; as profeſſed delator to the ruin of an infinity of perſons, had 
now attached himſelf to Gurghin-qhan; and being a man of a 
malignant diſpoſition, he continued the ſame trade with the Nav- 
vab. Unfortunately this man, who had enmities and feuds of his 
own, ſpread deſolation in an infinity of families; for Ghurghin- 
qhan e to Nn, . the Nawian * to l 
— — — — — 1 — — — 


(roy) That Ae FRET 5 numerous; for at no time did the Navvab have more than 
n. thouſand cavalry, and twenty-five thouſand infantry ; one half of which were accoutred 
and trained in the Engliſh manner; 3 that is,. as 7 ſo as Indians c can be, when. not under the- 
eye and güldance of Engliſh officers. 


(106) The word ſpy, implies nothing diſnonourable in India; and the chief of theſe . 
is always a man of importance: nearly, a of. the foreign department. 
qhan. 
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qhan. What is more mortifying is; that the wretched man was 
exceedingly revengful; and when once he had conceived ſentiments: 
of hatred againſt any one, they would fink a deep root in his diabo- 
lical heart, never to be extirpated hereafter : nor was ſuch a diſ- 
- Poſition much diſſimilar to that of his maſter ; and here is a proof of 
it: 'Kelb-ali-qhan,-and Häider-ali-qhan, ſons: to Ala-c8li-qhan, 
fodjdar: of Bagalpore, were found fault with for having been in the 
engagement againſt the Radya of Gohrec-p8r, where Mir-abs1-hafſen- 
qhan, who was fon to Tgrab-aali-qhan, the Navvab's maternal 
uncle, had chanced to be ſlain. Another reaſon; of reſentment 
againſt them was, their having made a viſit to General Coote, on 
his journey to Azimabad, on the ſcore of their having already com- 
menced an acquaintance with that officer, when he firſt paſſed by 
Bagalpgr, in his purſuit of M8fher Laſs. This interview had 
made a very heavy impreſſion on the Navvab's mind; and he ſent 
orders to Radja Ra dj-bSgllg b, his deputy Governor of Azimabad, to 
put them both under confinement. He had now inured himſelf to 
the ſufferings of defenceleſs' people, and was grown bold by the 
murder of Sitaram and Sheh-· ſaad-ollah, and by the forbearance of 
the Engliſh; for thoſe tuo unfortunate men, together with their 
father, remained in la} the miſeries of confinement, fo long as his 
dominion laſted. What looks ſtrange is, that the ſatellites, ſent by 
Radja'Radj=-b818d, to Fetch .thoſe ill-fated brothers, having met 
me by chance on the roud, ſurrounded by my cuſtomary retinue, 
they miſtook me for their | prey, and deſired me to follow them 
and although I expoſtulated ſtrongly, they anſwered' nothing to the 
purpoſe; and I was fain to go whetherſoever they thought proper 
to lead. They carried me to'Radja'Radj-b8118b. This Governor, 
on hearing my name and family, was confounded: he profeſſed 
much concern, made an "apology, and diſmiſſed me. I retnrued 
thanks to God, and went home: but how ſhall Iexpreſs that variety 
of painful ſenſations, to which I became a prey, in that ſingle hour ? 
May God Almighty never permit any one of his creatures to be- 
come an object of inquiry to tyrants, accuſtomed to frighten man- 
kind z or if any unfortunate people ſhould become ſuch objects of 
B b 2 perſecution, 


ſuſpect every 
zupts all ſo- 
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— may his goodneſs pleaſe: to ſend them a quick delivery | 
from the intricacies of _ net of PRI W O! OP 
121 8 

80 ſuſpicious a governtvent PE woven al ſocial A ; 


and people, accuſtomed to a certain. ſet of actions and acquaintances 
ng 


and vifits, now found themfelves under the neceſſity of abandopin 
them at once, and of living at home altogether. It was ſome 
months before this confinement, that the Navvab had taken to 
taſk Radja Sitaram himſelf; a miniſter who tranſacted a great deal 
of important buſineſs. This man, miſtaking ſo far his maſter's. 

temper, as to think him as neglectful and conniving as the former 
Viceroys, forget himſelf entirely: and, in imitation of all the pen» + 
men, and of all the heads of office, who uſed to exact exorbitant 

fees, and to carve for themſelves, he put ſuitors under heavy con- 
tributions, and made it a practice, in every buſineſs that - paſſed 
through. his hands, to exact money at his pleaſure; and to transform 
equity into injuſtice, and injuſtice into juſtice. Another perſon of 
eonſequence fell under the Navvab's diſpleaſure: itwas Sheh-ſaad- 
ollah, a commander, who, under Ram-narzin's:adminiſtration, had 
often been ſent amongſt the reſtleſs zemindars of the diſtricts of 


 Shah-abad, where he had acquired much local knowledge of the 
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country, was concerned in moſt of its branches of revenue, 
commanded actually in ſome diſtricta, and kept up a deal of cor- 
reſpondence with the zemindars, now reſiding at Ghazipgr. This 
man, making no difference between the paſh and preſent times, con- 
tinued his correſpondence with them ; and to all appearance, made 
uſe of ſome expreſſions that gave offence to the Navvab, a prince 
who was, minutely informed of every thing of conſequence that 
happened in his ſervice ;- for he had actuallꝝ in his pay two or three 
head-ſpies, every one of whom had been, in times of yore, a man 
of importance in the houſhold of ſome mighty miniſter or mighty 
| ſovereign of Hindoſtan, where he had the authority to inform 
and to adviſe. Every one of theſe wad, now at the head of ſeveral 
hundreds of ſpies, whoſe buſineſs was to pry into the ſecrets: of 
every family, and into the actions of every man, whether in the 

Navvab's 
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Navvab's ſervice or not. Theſe men, being accuſtomed: to accuſa- 
tions, and truſting to the facility of a denial always in their power, 
Ack do a lie always at their command, were ſtopped by no ſcruples 
at Al and they made no diſtinction of either times or perſons. 
But theſe men were accuſed in their turn. They were arreſted, 
and put to a ſevere ſcrutiny; and being found guilty, they were 
puniſhed as well as others: indeed, I never could find the par- 
ticular guilt of any one of them; whenever I come to be in- 
formed of it, 1 ſhall mention it in the ſubſequent pages. But 
I hold it from the mouth of ſeveral perſons worthy of credit; chat 
not one of thoſe five perſons had committed any ſuch crime as 
might have deſerved death: they even added, that every one of 
them had fallen a victim to conjecture and ſuſpicion. Sheh- ſaad- 
ollah, in particular, was found” fault with for his attachment to 
Mir-djaafer-qhan, and for his holding correſpondence with the 
fugitive zemindars. Sitaram, likewiſe, hed written ſome letters to a 
zemindar, in one of which he gave him information of the day in 
which the Navvab would fet out; and, it was concluded, that the 
advice was given with the intent to put him upon his guard ;: riay, 
the very correſponding with the fugitive zemindars was reputed a 
crime; nor was the guilt of the three Bead harcaras, or ſpies, of 
any other nature. They were then put to death upon bart Aut. 
picion: their guilt did not amount to more. Five executions of | 
that importance, fpread far and near ſuch a: dread of the Navvab's * 
reſentment and exactitude, and it took fo much poſlefion of. all 
hearts, that there was no man in his court, however conſiderable, 
who durſt ſpeak a wrong word, or who, whether near or far, could 
deep in his bed eaſy and in peace of mind. It muſt be obſerved, 
that in the treaty concluded between the Navvab and the Engliſh, 


tit had been ſtipulated that he ſhould have an abſolute authority over 


all his ſervants, Indians or others, without being liable to any 
queſtion on that ſubject. Nevertheleſs, as capital puniſhments are 
actions of ſuch a mighty nature, letters came from the council, 
aſking the reaſon of thoſe perſons being put to death, and re- 
queſting an anſwer. The Navvab, to prepare his anſwer, ſent ta 
Doctor Fullarton, me to two or three Engliſh friends of his, ſome - 
\ letters 
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letters of 'Sheh-fhad-alth 2" and. of the others, Which had beeny 
laid hold of by him, as a ground, for their being put to death; And. 
he requeſtgd, their. being, 4ranflated. into, Engliſh... As the, Dogs 


tor was, ag, much, attached: to. me, as I was to, him, he put thele, 
letters into my, hands; for my pinion. On caſting n yes pon one 


of them, I found that. there were eraſures, and corrections, al-. 


though, dope With s deal af art, and. on. that account I,conchude 
that, poſſiblynathę writer's geath had ſame other degget;caule,._. 


conjectured that letters, might have heey, written after the, death of 


thoſe men, and {ealed, with their ſeals, > containing. whatever thoin 
enemies had been, pleaſed to inſsrt. Some of theſe eraſures and(197), 
corrections 1 ſhewed to; Doctor Fullarton; but J cannot ſay Wer 
ther the letters themſelves were forwarged.to the council or nit 
nor in What mager: che, Nav wb. excuſed. his putting dose ed 
death; nor in. ne thoſe exquſes; were received. OW Y 
Mir-caſſem-qhan, being now, kid of this, affair, undertook, t to, 
viſit the fortreſs of Rhotas(:98) : he ſent notice of, his deſign to Nele 
far-asli:qbany, the Governor, wham, þg had,, placed himſelf, as, 
well.as to Sahonmul, whom he. had, appointed #0, be his deputy; 


and. as my father: Mas then at ;Sabarſerams upon a. viſit to the. Nayr, 


vab, the latter, took, the old nobleman, with him in ß fy rvey of 
that famous fortreſa. He had Jah es Alban, M. 
younger brother, whom he had, taken in his Aae 0A Sr 

guire recommendation, Whilſt. I. Was, in Calcutta; ang. h W, 
gave ſervice, like wiſe, to my, youngeſt brother, Ghalib-ggli-ohan,. 
on my father s recommendation: N aky-aali-ghan, . WPF third, ro- 
ae whp wag: younger hams by OG ea but older than the. 


T 
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11070 e fign-in India ; at aſt, this, is the gaſe with, the, Mahometans,; and as the, 
date end place of, the writer are never marked by but upon che outſide of the cover, where big 
they ſet the ſeal, which is nothing but the man' $ name, ſtamped with printer's'ink, one may 
judge from therice' how difficult it Word be to authenticate” ahy ſuch -letter lit au 26> v5 
tribunal. See the remark 183, See iii. 4 1 er 7 

(108) Rhotas is a fortreſs upon a rock, ape leagues in circumference: zit is lofey a = cragays 
and contains lakes, woods, paſture, meadow, arable, and woodland ; but the air is there ſo bad, 
as it is in all thoſe kind of fortreſſes, fo common all over India, that even the e garriſons of natives. 
nnn 5 r 487 2 cpa 
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toro others, had been ſeveral times deſited by the :Nawab to ta ke 
ſervice with him; but her had conſtantly declined it, content ing 
himſelf with enjoying the ſmall» ſhare allotted him in the far nily 
eſtaten The Navvab, after having amuſed: himſelf with vie ving 
the fortreſs, returned to Saharſeram, where he diſmiſſed my fa. ther 
to chis eſtate; and he put under confinement Saho-mul, the de puty 
Governor of Rhotas, as well as Naky, the Imperial Colonel, ho 
was for u long time in garriſon there. Mir- caſſem-qhan, hr iving 
in this. Matiner arranged the affairs of the province of Shah- abad, 
. appoirited Mir- mehdi- qhan, a nephew of Aſſed-ollah- qhan's/to, com- 
mand in the diſtricts of Saharſeram and *Chain-p8r, -comppriſing 
under his: management, the ſeveral zemindaries in Sereſ's,” and 
_ Eotombah;- from whence their owner, Beſhen- ſing, had fled to 
Bunareſs. But to inſure the repoſe of the country, he ordered 


Sheh-mahmed-acbar-qhan, the Lucnovlan, a commander of cha- 


racter, to attend the new Governor, recommending to hirr i to keep 
1 watchful eye on the machinations of the fugitive zemin dars, and 
eſpecially on Pahluvan-fing: a man that might endanger” the tran- 
quillity of the whole country. Somfo, an European), was N. 
tioned at Bacſar, veith three or four regiments of diſcip lined talin- 
gas; and ſome pieces of cannon; but Mir-roſhen-aa' li-qhan, the 


paymaſter, had his: ſtation. at Bohodipsr, with his whcole brigade of f 


horſe and foot. After theſe diſpoſttions, he took a ch cuitous view 


of the country of Mug;:iwhich:contains'the diſtricts of Sereſs, CO 


toombah, Arval, Ticary, Bahar, and? Paluch, with: ſome other 
parts; and then marched to Monghyr. But, before ſetting out for 
the latter town; he ſent for Radja Radj*b8118b; deputy Governor 
of Azimabad, and put him under à ſafe confinement in his camp; ; 
after: which; truſty. per ſonꝭ were ſent to confiſcate his property* at 


n 4 * N e Nadia Nobeti#y,/ Was in- 
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bh Banks} ad 45 the chief man of the cbm Mad richt, 48 15 wle wuſfork all er . 
India, to a.portion of che baoties made y tho(grfamous! banditti of tir Bodjp8ttcoutitty, in- 
vited | them all to gry Entertainment befpre. the fart of, Bacſar ; and as thy all (ane wht he 


was exerciſing a regiment of talingas, or ſipahegs, he at once, made them load with ball, and 


falliüg at once with fixed bayonets upon thoſe niffercunts, he put chem A 18 den e to the num 8 


2 ſix hundred. Ser + G. Je f: ir 518 
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veſted witk the qhylat of | Azimabad, and ſent to take care of 
that province and city. As ſoon as he had diſpatched the new 
Governor's inſtructions, he ſet out himſelf on the fiſteenth of 
Zilhedj, in the year 1175 of the Hegira, and made his entry in 
4 a the citadel' with the utmoſt pomp and magnificence : after which 
4 | hoe ordered the walls and fortifications to be put in the beſt repair, 
_ = with ſome improvements. As to the buildings, he not only ordered 
the old ones to be put in a complete repair, but he directed addi- 
4 tt:onal ones to be erected, in which he took up his abode, living 
. with ſuch ſtate and authority, and ſhewing ſuch a firmneſs of com- 
= mand, as ſtruck every one with awe and admiration. But all this, 
4 | however, did not conduce to his domeſtic happineſs: he found 
himſelf ſtinted in his enjoyments. As ſince his acceſſion to power, 
he had procured a number of fine young women, he could not 
0 | hhelp being grievouſly vexed at finding a great alteration in his virile 
* . powers: theſe were in a little time ſo much impaired, as to be- 
| 
| 


P P - 

= + — — = —=_ * 8 > I 

— — — 3 — — — 2 — 
—— — . dw —U UG 


come an object of ſurpriſe to himſelf; ſo that he ſought every 
where a remedy to that heavy misfortune, as he called it. The 
moſt renowned phyſicians held conſultations together, and pre- 
ſcribed a variety of remedies; but all to no purpoſe: when one day 
ſome unknown man put into his hand a receipt of ſuch amazing 
efficacy, that it ſeemed to have recalled in him all the powers of the 
moſt fervent youth. The Navvab having found a ſingular benefit 
from the receipt, propoſed it to ſome of his favourites, who like- 
wiſe found their youthful vigour recalled and recruited : a circum- 
ſtance of which I have heard ſome of them talk with wonder and 
tranſport. After this litttle anecdote, ke us revert to our narrative. 
Mir-cafſem-qhan, having given the neceſſary orders for the 

_ citadel of Azimabad, repaired to Monghyr, which town he made 
the center of all buſineſs, and the capital of his dominions : there 

be applied himfelfcloſely to the affairs of gover nment, for moſt of 
which he had a particular turnof mind; and as a regard ta truth is fo 
great a requiſite in an hiſtorian, and impattiality is ſo valuable a 
quality in thoſe that record the events uf the age, a nd enu- 
merate the actions and words of men of eminence, we, in com- 
Lor with the well known verſe l 
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Vu have pretty miith 1 N e ba gualtes, tell us * 


E -£*now of his goed ones? Haff a ni f 2 

.IÞ:thall-proceed:now; Chairs the pen of truth. 3 
elſa e know by ourſelves, or haye -heatd from otliers; oon this- der 
eminent character; and indeadz it: muſtic be acknowledged, that 
akhonige the perpetual trenſons / and endleſs; duplicities, which hs; 
had heemi ſeeing throughout ſoĩ m preceding) adminiibrations, had 
ſouted his temper]; and the perpetual mfidelities of the troops, 
as rell asi of the commanderbαð,α:ͥgthndees of Bengal; / had! n. 
dated) chiimi-exceedingly ſu ſpiciouss I nnd ever prone tdi oonfiſdatioti 


of, prapertics, em finement: of perſons, and effuſion of blobd neve e. 
thalefs, it was/-acknbweledged onzall hands, that he hadi admirible: 


quillifications: that) banded chissbad>pnes; ['i Fn unravellibg the intri · 
cacies of Affairs af gbrernmeut, and eſpecially the: knotty» myſteries 
oS:finance; | inc exanhibing and determining private) differentes 3. it 
eſtahliſhing regular payments for his troops, aid cor. ah hd; 
in honouringsdndcrewarding men of merit, and metof learning; in 
conduttingchis axpenditureg exactly betweem the extremities of: par- 
ſimonꝶ and ꝑrodigality/ i anfl, in knowing v iittitively where he muſt . 


1 


ſpend freely und wherbwith»moderation? ni-all tliele⸗qualificktions⸗ IGreatabili. 
he was an incomparable) man | jndeeds: and ther- mbſt en tarürdiriary eto. 


princeiof this: agad In amitationoof: the lahcient i ſdpereigus of this 
coulitry, he uſed qa ſit ita puhilid haibi ofiatdienteþtwodays im the 
week, where he. examined by-himſelf the pretenfions- of- ſuitors, 
and. unrayelied! their: . reſpoſ dino ſubterfuges; and, n ke did 
not/pronoutice” e tetiecc, BY leer having aſked” "the « opinions « of” the © 
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perſons. pre 
ue Bis own «dgertient" "FIE"Stdefed' the planiciff and the defen- 
dant 10 cn lo inns hillened 40 heir allegations with atten 
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. obtlub, or to thumb ahy doubt hope btb The poor Geßenerleff land- 
holders, who in the adminiſtrations of a Djanki- ram, and a Ram- 
nardin, had ibaen Uiſpolicfled cofraheir-pillapes and hereditany' eſtates, 
by the: rapacious'vickenee>of ſhort-fighted zemindars, found now that 
the day af radreſt was dome for them. Thoſe that had vouchers, 
wete ddminted to a prdbation e ind thoſe that had not, were admit · 
ted to an affidavit, from the moſt ancient inhabitants of the ſpot, 5 
corroborated! by the atteſtations of the cazy ad mufty of that 
diſtrict. After their right had been aſcertained, they received their 
diſmiſſion with ſuĩtable orders to the reſpective zemindars and men in 
power; and mace-bearers> were, ſent with them to ſee the oppreſſed 
reinſtated in their : eſtates, and the defenceleſs riglted in their 
grievances: He was equally attefitives to objects of à more public 
nature: the numerous oriiaments, in gold and ſilyer, that had once 
adarned Seradj-· od. dõBlahꝰs Imam - baral io), and had been heretofore » 
melted into coin, tothe amount of ſeveral lacs, were now taken 
notice of; and the whole ſum, with a great deal mote beſides, was, 
by his order, repaid to! the Seyds (io, to the neceſſitous and the 
needy; -:In: theſe charitable diſtributions, he always made uſe of the 
-... cbannel»iof:;kis- Highneis Sheh - mahmed- aali- hazin, chiefly; and 
= ocecnſichally of Mir- : rand 'Sheh-caahined-hafſen, 
and''Z4r-haſſein-qhan;c:andof- ſome: other: pious perſong of that note: 
all men ereaiownedsfor' their knowledge! andiexemplary” life. T he 
22M =a. ee SEG. li A. l ra al eo ris 3 


li Thech aan · ba, or Pontiff v claſe, as thoſt —— 2 ſg building dug ſtories 
highs buile, by F for the — 7 pt. che rites of the Muharrem. j Som- | 
ncrioration of the death of Bals ſon to the E t, who was ain at Rerbelah ; that | 
bullding il chen finelji illuminated with bslchäc Eres placed dated ad behind Wakes | 


of caloured fk. All -Moprhpadabad is in an yppegyrſin thaip za. days j fnor;is there; keeping; 
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even women at home. But there ſeveral Imam ; and pymbers of hoaſe are occaſionally 
turned to that uſe. © Holldik's death 4s thi repreſen 1 offi netic Gon wund d yraind" 


catafgeo.. . , edi to 230209 211 Domino zocturote: oy: bas. 01 
(110) The Fhych Muſelmen hold chat the fifth 8 45 is due to the SEy Ry aer 
ul 


dant'b df the Prophets; ind this coütributto d therefdt called Bu. But all cl 

mess ald tek. canſtitote gierkreſtxthyof dhe halte Thatis.All the S unniös, Masden h I 

tenth of one's revenns: is due tothe ng charity is called Zecaar. 1 40% 
original 
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vriginaP'bF the" poeſies of. his HighwefsShelmihnicd-aaly haz 
Had been purchiſed at à high pice by the forttter Wtinifttation, 
bat nat paid}; and; Un bellt bn 2d bf it, he ordered (lle Payinent 
dim hisoWiiltivafury, Affigting to ttt Hüſtrious f 18 
A tire; a penſton that allitiniftered td all his wallts? för 
He fetkoried it atnomgſt tie fchckkts ef His Züthifliſttalion, wp 
chanted to pay for that precious colleQion-” His" 'teghrd' for the 
Aàutitor Was flo leſs Gonfpicuots:: whenever that iHluſttious man came 
toe Him, there War lwiyy 4 HORN ſpread for hir Elfe to his 
dn; and he uſed to get up and 80 adrante/ ſore ſteps, and tö bow 
ro him with the vemoſt feſpect aud "modeſty; He lictened with at- 
telifiors"ts wyllatever ke hall to ſay, atic thought it an hondur tô 
#pprove himlſclF*obedienc"ts bis/evtmands,” being proud of granting 
his demands with” the beſt grace "irhdginable.” He” paid likewiſe a 
high ' reg ard to the vittuoùs meh” fefitibried Above; putting his ambi. 
tion in keeping thein' ſatisfied” to the utinoſt of their wiſhes. "As to 
the payment of his troops, he was Id Eric and, fo regular, that f 
do Hot recollect to have heard a fingle cöcmplaiut on that head : "the 
truth 4, that his exactitude and kectineſs were fo dreaded, that 
uo tte dared to-impoſe a falſe miſter upon him, or to withheld 
ay one lhe? s due. 1696 es Ada 503. ni ding toad b 
: 86 ty ral « not take à fortune Alder His Batbftäftta 
Von; ft muff be attributed either tar r Bad codutt, or to n bad 
Ivek: rfter having ready ſpen ſpent & Bong kite in ATimabad, ni great 
diftrefs and difficulties, 1 was Lis apoltrophized by Dottor Follarton 
in thefs"Gords' &« My Lord ban, why do not ved go to Monghyr, 
446 try Your: fortune?“ „ Becdlife;” Lid I,. © Teint not ſutisfed 
„wit Mir⸗caffem-qtian's finceftyreit iUNfHd ſhould he plete? to 


„ inhure vou here, repſied her . who eur protect qou f Better for 
. < you then &a buer to” im? poſfibly, © on win den F he'ſhall 
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L give. you ſame: employment». As for 3s, Mr. e 
s you, that we dare not meddle in any thing, or protect any one, 


especially ſuch a one as you, who are reputed the Navvab's ſer- 
De 2 | e yan, 
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44 vamte afl. hoſe Saat ond Teer og deaitacnct of pur being 
Hefe peuIN : „ haßg fh; Fes rack, me. Finding cher 
What. the, Noor: Ad was; fowrled.gadraghedL. ſet ont for Manghys 
and, paid giHt- 12; the NAP. „ Fbi Ringe N EIHd me, mot only 
with kindge and diſtmRtion, ntehe A pE HHO de avitheas gauchfamir 
Varig 25 if E Hd ichen he of his. Nite dn dave Wren, i the 
ſegonqd viſit ohe, Femed. potfe;mpeh 3s ten any, thing of m- 
I was ſo confounded at his, codes, and. d qettled at this xeception, 
that. I pronounced for, my teien dene z and. ſot a 
month, together, I, zecited,, that NET Which, tbagins; with , eſp 
words,,,aud. has bern put in verſe ba: Shelnnahmed-aglrhapin (whos 
God may place amongft the. higheſt,of thiy deft , My zeading,cnded 
about. the, third of the month Zilbjdie,j the; forbidden fzhe h The in 
tent was, that Gyd Almighty ſhould herpleaſcd, to protect ma from 
the Navvab, s ilk-wile, ang. te Se US MG c tome benefit from his 
. And a flxange, andradmimbla eff:8:,djd,ahe prayer. produce! 
I was in the, nightly. aflembly ga, the fiſt day of Muharręm ; the 
Navvab, of his own. matian, .called.me, made me ie gige ta him; 
{16, ſpoke. a, gat, deal t me, and. continued. keeping. up the, cpr 
verfation, until the: aſſembly- broke up late at night. The e 
day, being again in the aſſembly, as uſual, I togk care to chooſe my 
ſeat, at a great diſtange from him, ſenſible, that hig demonſtrations of 
kindneſs, were not to be. truſted and that, his favour itfelf * 
ſtability. But he ſoon, found, me: ont; and Lending, fer mg, he made 
me fit ſo near, his perſon. that I touched pip elgathezz dat, Fel 
with thats he added theſewords: , I deſire you t0 ſſt down. every 
night cloſe to: me ip this nher And pray. why, did, you not 
+ tell me of nous Fipcucaſtanons nd. Win eee, 40 
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(112) This month being that in Wich the pilgrimage was performed at Mecca, (many cen- 
turies before Motarined\; u o called the forbidden 1H bar un; bebanſe It Wis UL ful in thut 


month to travel, ene 165 ni sllletm zo b e oy 4 
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6 fab Highntfe ine theni-wery "4bell. brienFevy Molten?” re 
plied! Hob f Me Hot! dire Helene infer? i Mu Norm pt |. 
Hip boſs alnfwergd lo! Hetejeihed, herr fer be vor days 1 
of mdurniu D deb 1% Pray” fiidiho,09 wii wordly 6rfl- - 

bis ds Over b art offriety chile facrell days, ther vcur own T 

«<Hhoull bo tall accu find rn I replied}! bath tb 16 

nua abo pr ivale fairs in n nuth "company ("any but f 

. t of condr yuh ,n people f Bil rant n bufineſs, in bee 

deyul Is that cid etiquette ? faid he. Then Eee weer WW, 

«-whitheyour paper, ut Hayebreuk“ At daylbreak then 1 was ready 

with my paper zn y hind t itwas im general terms. On teaditiy 

it he pre ſontell atme Math a ſurm df fie. thoufünd tupeds, in lee 
pift ordered that ulli che arrears ſof try faldtly ſhould" he. paid te chte 
laſt of che peſthtlenth ;1tednmanded that, henceforwärd, 1 fhoüld 
be paid every month withoutifailg"and'deſited me tb ſe uin ever) 
ſecond day. He, lat the ſanibititie, pertnitteg my Hnddle brother; 

Ghalibaaly-qhan, to vit hit dnde d weck; and my ybungeſt brd! 

ther) Shyd-aly-qhany oftes in a fortnight but as 564 a8 the yoiby 

man was gone; he dilected the ſiperintendint: of frts wall of fd 
dence, to deny him iadmittanet, under ſome plaulfble pretence or 
other. - The reaſon was, that he fad cell Hirt very famillur with the 

Englith4"a6d that He ſuſpected, that as he was'quite yoiitig,” and in- 

capable td males any diſtihction of times, arid place, he he thight be 

provailgd' upon to ſerve: them us their "ſpy; Whereas, ke!loked upon 
me to be a man of diſcretion and experience; a man capable of con- 
ceaſiig-hisſerrers, (ſhould any of their come to- ty knowledge) and 
of tendering a ſervice upon ah emergeney: elſe, i" other reſpects, 
he did - not doubt at all of my being atiother uch à man 4s tat 
brother of mio r iiſonuch cher Alta Phad” found Heir an 
opening iti his mind, yet; td euntiue ff g t6 live upon good: terms 
with hind! was rendered extremely heal, dy known connec- 
dis with the Englith, und by the continua lars which they 
-Mit) yd banilgiohb eagle T 10 zn. 01391 Scr ccd 


4 \ 


1 N &. 
K „ a SE Ie — — 


Fer — — — 
doe — — e——_—_ — 27 — — — — <6 = — — 
- —_ r 
r N 


L WI * * » = 
— — — —  -- 
- - : — » 

= 2 E —_ 


wy - \ . \ . - = 
roy r 


- = \ l \ . 
l * i b T - | — — 3 
— — — * — 2 1 — "”"X ———T — 17. — — —— — —— 
> — — — - 
. — = _ N - — — - _— — = „ — 4 - X * 
- — => S 2 * — > — — _ 2— — * — * _ 


S&yd-mahmedrghas, a man born in Bagdad, and who was: a tel 
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occaſioned. in his mind. ut undα dn hin ſecute in his 
ſervice... Nuzursaliqhan, ) ſoni too Slam hoſſcis⸗qhan, andi ſuper- 
intendant af the ball of gudiengꝰ t the] Late. JAali-verdi-qliang had 
been ta this dajr (Gogkriows® by; what good luck z ahd for. what in- 
tent) gaptinue in the ſome office, as danoga Mir caſſem . hams 
divaneghanat: that z 18,1 4s irodctoregeneral, But nov, that office 
was gigen to \angther3. audit: proved uta heito one Sbehubdallah, 
who hadibeen lately in Djagat-ſeat's ſervice, but had ſormetly ſerved 
Zinreddinrahmed- qhan himſelf, as writing imaſter; vrhoſe buſineſs 
ſhould, be to correct the hand of 'S&yd-4ali-qhan, my younger bro» 
ther, to whom that prince. intended: ita give his daughter in mar- 
rage, This man was promoted, to khat! office gt [Gurghin-qhan's 


recommendation ; and Nuzur-aalirghan, not only loſt his office, but 


was. lent into confinement, to lake him; refund thoſe ſums of 
money. which his, father had amaſſed z: in his time under former 


princes. A few days before, this diſmiſon Tg rab- al- qhan, mater- 


nal, ynele., to the Nav vah, had been diſmiſſed from his offite of 
deputy Governor; of Moorſhoodabad.; 4 and. hig poſt Was gen · to 


tion to Mix- caſſem: han, by his being a brother td his gran father 
Imtiaz-qhan;; Aker Aalitqhan, ſon to the, fargiv en'Seifltah-qhan, 
once vicerpy, of Tatta, was promoted toſthe command of the Radi 
ſhahi,.a gich. diſtri in the province of Bengal. As to Tg rab. aali- 
dhan, the. repaired t. Monghyr, where che lived in his, nephew!'s 
. brig'noifioi2tib 10 nnam 62d on 5m 
It was, whilt theſe, changes were taking place at court, that the Nav- 
vab was. planning an expedition againſt the Zemindariof Betia. The 
command of it was; given t Babadys-aali-qhan, ſon to Mirza-davar- 
cg lirbeg, who! hag, been: for. a long time grand maſter of artillery 
to. Aali-yerdy-qhan,.,: and n enjoyed a ſmall part of that office 


under Mir-caflem;ghans | He had with him ſeveral commander with 


their, corps,, together With, ſame, pieces, of cannon; in!;ths;Bugliſh 
@ſhion,. and ſome regiments. of Tae, diſciplined by Gurghin- 
| qhan, 


e war MODERN AMES FT 
A His orders were tol take tlie fortfeſd of that name, and tb 


vas at this time alſo, that ſeveral titles of honour were» ſeut- by i the 
Emperor to Mir- caſſem · q han, ονν his ſolicitation: however, al. 
though he pretended not on to an equality with Sliuchah-· ede 
glah, but even to à ſuperiority: over this? laſt,> who: Was a powerful 
prince, ſo as to bear the title of Vezir of the Emperor ß India; and 
the ſirnarne of Afſſef . djahſ 18]; yetr he cduld obtain from tho thitone, 
no more than the titles of Eßbref, and Aaly, whicli ſignifyt moſt” 
noble and moſt high, with the grade of ſeven thouſand horſe. All- 
theſe dignities and titles were received in the beginningrof the year 
11763 and from henceforward,:: the title vf Navvab Aali - djah be- 
coming the ſtile of the court, Mir- caſſem · quan ceaſed! to be Jeſigned: 
by any other appellation. nit 097 ad: bus 10 looks sbgar I uo 
A little after this inauguration, the world ſaw: with ſur pie one 
of thoſe. ſtrange euents, for which there is nd ge büt by 
ſuppoſing a deſtiny that brings them to paſs infallibly. Sheh- 
abdollah, the very man lately promoted tothe office of; ſupeiinten- 
dant of the hall of audience, having got into the Nauab's private 
cloſet; informed him that Mahmed- aaly, with Bereket- daly, atiti i Fer- 
had: aaly, his nephews, who were principal commanders in the army, 
4 and owed their promotion: to his Highneſs, had entered into a ſecret 
55, agreement with Gurghin-qhban, which had been confirmed by the 
moſt tremendous oaths on both ſides: that as his Highneſs: very 
++, well knew how high was that general's influsged over the civil, 
J as well as che [military,-departinent;' he? his ddevoted:{ervatity: had 
+. though it incumbent upon his zkal to give that information, toi 
put it: in chi power to provide for it properly. The Navvab;: 
amazed at fuck a. piece of information, f and imiiſing to give lit. an; 
— — waited: till eee Rs — 
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uſed 


ol! 


chaſtiſe the Zemindar of chat: oountiy, >who had proved onruly. It 
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uſed}; to come and. to male his boy: anddhethereimparted the: in · 
formatibm th llim in 4. lob tone. of: voice;: urig ſeierak qurſtiotis ab 
the; ſamertiives: Gurghimqhan. yliocouι]d not denyimhat he- had 
done, took a onde he part of dcknowledging: the charged and more- 
over, of bwaſting ort e hawerdonewälbthat, addedhez in a higher 
thne-of vpice, ¶ aud. we havebound aurſclvea to cach io: her · by tlie molt 
* ſolemnl aaths;:c; But for whats, For your n preſervationg ain 
e thati : af. ycuri power and rw] r has 'porjbried that tratſactiam 
<a: your: miiids is ainſendmy to yu, and:wifecrat! traitor, who is 
, andeatowring:: ta undermine the ph fi toll which: God has 
46 raifedi you;” ther in former hade beer a length: of time in 
Djogattſeat's ſervice, that is\/ivfoay man: ταπůUũe family V]s ſtrongly 
ſuſpected of di ſaffection, it Nd eafilꝗ conjectured chat he had ben 
only made a tool of; and that the intent of the}mformatiotiſeorethy 
canyeyedyj under the maſk Of zcal, was non other than to render 
Gurgbin- qhan; and the: prindipalꝰ commanders ſuſpected ſo ud to 
bring them unden ſome diſgrace that might occaſidn a di faſtection 
throughout the trobps; and render the army fit for being worked 
upon by etniſſarits . Atia⁰hẗate howeyer, Gurghirikqhan's favour 
and*{rifluence:bad not taker ſo. flight a rods; ad rto be affected by the 
information: andb the cmalevolonca of ſuali a man ab Shehiabdollah;” 
Fhis. diſtutbanee:ſceried to inttoduce another hic octafioned the 
diſgrace hof a: young man of Pendjab, who: was reputed the beſt F 
archer, and; the ſtouteſt nan throughout the: hole a : hib name 
was Nahimrollabegbaupeni. Aae is ſuppoſed that he had: gbt ac- 
quainted ;withi.one»>tot:; che- principab women / in Bengal, o/ put it 
iu his pomen toi puichaſea ſine horſe; for: na leſs a ſumi than tlitee 
thoufarid rupdes. Netathat hecwas ireniiy in loveowitli hen for; int 
fact, he was: paionetelyifand ,obiShukivollah«qban,: alias Agi baba 
| nme ee mau nor- e 
eren ſulfeckel by COD e chan; ler nh "ey 
2 5 EA Bed then 
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then ſent petitions, requeſting a releaſe from his confinement. © The 


man's ſervant uſed, together with theſe petitions, 10 bring letters to 


the Navvab's principal miniſters. - ' Rahim-ollah-qhan, meeting the 
above ſervant in his way, carried him home, and gave him a lodging. 
The Nazvab, hearing of theſe matters, ordered the archer to be 
brought to the preſence; but as this archer lodged with Abdol- 
reſſd l- qhan, a famous officer, brother to the illuſtrious Doſt-mah- 
med - qhan, this ſummons diſturbed the whole family; and Abdol- 
qhani-qhan, the eldeſt fon of that officer, exhorted his father, as 
well as his three brothers, to undertake Rahim-qhan's protection. 
He was himſelf a young man in high repute for proweſs and 
ſentiments of honour ; but the family, intimidated by the Nav- 


vab's power, refuſed to take any concern in the affair; ſo that 


the other undertook to protect his friend alone. His father and 

biotbers threw themſelves at his feet, and repreſented that, * fuch 
« a ſtep would be the cauſe of the ruin of every one of them, as 
% well as of their whole family.“ The young man perſiſted : they 
repreſented to him, that the times of Aali-verdy-qhan were 
* no more; when, upon ſhewing tokens of repentance, hopes of 
pardon were often at hand, and interceflors always found admit- 
e tance: but that now times were greatly altered; and that his ob- 
% ſtinacy would ruin his father and brothers, with all the women and 


all the children of the family.” The young man yielded to theſe laſt 


repreſentations ; ſo, that the men ſent from the Navvab, carried Rahim- 
ollah · qhan away, and confined him in a room in the outer appartments; 
but, the rumor of this confinement being ſpread abroad, the young 


Abdol-qhani took poiſon. and periſhed, Whilſt the Navvab was 


intent on this aſfair, his attention was diverted to another object; 
and this was Chintamon-daſs. He was origionally a writer of 
Bodjp8r, his native country, and a man whom Mir-caflem-qhan had 
promoted to the ſuperintendence of the finances of that diſtrict, an 
account of the ingenuity and talents he had diſcovered in. die It 

r . 7 88 was 
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was found, by intercepted letters under his hand, that he was in 
correſpondence with the refractory zemindars, refuged at Ghazipoor. 
The man was ſeized, and brought to the preſence. It happened to 
be whilſt I was myſelf making my bow to the Navvab, who was 
ſitting in the hall of public audience, ſurrounded by crouds of 
people, to whom he was diſtributing juſtice, After ſitting, as uſual, 


half an hour, I got up, made another bow, and went away; but J 


was hardly out of the gate, when a mace-bearer ran after me, and 
brought me back to the Navvab, who requeſted me to be ſeated 
again. As the Navvab was buſy it hearing ſuits, and pronouncing 
upon differents, I was not much pleaſed with my fitting. The 
audience being over, the ſeveral officers that had attended in their 
ſtations, ' were going to retire, when they were ordered to be. ſeated 
again; the mace-bearers and the yeiàöls ti), who were moſtly Mo- 
guls and ſtrangers, being all ſtanding in their places. The Navvab 
then ordered the priſoners to be brought in. The firſt that appeared 
was Rahim-ollah-qhan: the Navvab, with a ſevere look and a firm 
tone of voice, aſked him how, after all the cautions he had given 
him, and all the injunctions he had intimated to him, he came to 


be ſtill guilty of the ſame fault? “If you have no farther com- 


„ merce with that woman,” aded he, ** whence comes it that you 
can afford to purchaſe a horſe of three thouſand rupees, you that 


% have no more than a hundred and fifty rupees per month?” The 


other, confounded by the ſuddenneſs of the queſtion, gave a variety 
of reaſons, not worth bearing. The Navvab, more incenſed at his 
prevarications and denials, continued: Why did you take in your 
% lodgings, and keep there for ſome time, the ſervant of Shukur- 


* ollah-qhan, whom you know to be my enemy, and in confine- 


“ ment?” The other, ſtill more confounded, gave ſome abſurd 
anſwers, and deſcended to ſupplications and prayers. The Navvab 
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(114) The chop- dars, or ſtaff-bearers, although origionally a military guard, are now only 
civil officers, whoſe badge is a long, thick, ſtaff, plaited with ſilver. The yeſaols, are nearly 
the ſame, but in general, armed; but the Niſſigh-chies are always ſo. : 


liſtered, 


VIEW OF MODERN: TIMES. | 


liſtened, but-faid not a word. A moment after, he ordered his poſe 
to be cut off, and himſelf to be put upon an aſs, and carried in that 
condition all over the town; after which, he was to be baniſhed 
beyond the Keremnaſſa. Chintamun · daſs came next: his ſentence 
was, to be made faſt to an elephant's foot, and carried round, until 
death ſhould enſue. The man objeQed that rh letters were forged. 
% And yet,” anſwered the Navvab, © they are in your hand-writ- 
« ing, and under your ſeal; and people that have no enmity to you, 
& and are unconcerned, and know very well your hand, have af- 
4 firmed the fame, after a thorough examination.“ The man- brought 
many excuſes; but they were rejected; and he underwent his ſen- 
tence according to it's tenor. Theſe two ſentences being executed, 
he ordered the three brothers, Bereket-aaly,. and Mahmed-aaly, and 
Ferhad-aaly, to be brought, and he ſpoke to them with a great deal 
of vehemence and diſpleaſure: *© You had not a rag on your backs, 
ſaid he, ** when you firſt came into my ſervice; and now, by my 
„ bounty, you are riding upon elephants, are called mighty com- 
* manders, and have a thouſand horſe under your orders. And, as 
* to Gurgin-phan, is it not I that have made him what he is? 
„% Was he not a ſeller of cloth by the yard ?. With what intent 
„ then did you enter into a treaty with him, and did you {ſeal it 
«© with the moſt ſolemn oaths ?” Here the. Navvab pauſed. The 
men, having beforchand received their leſſon from Gurgin-qhan, 
anſwered, with a great deal of intrepidity, ** That what his Highneſs, 
their maſter, ſaid, was exactly the truth, and that it was a fact; 
& but that they, his ſervants, had not uttered a lie; neither had 
they ſwerved from the path of attachment and zeal ; and that if 
„they had, and it could be proved, they had no objections to any 
& punition that might be inflicted upon them.“ The Navvab, . hav- 
ing repeated his accuſation three times, three times received the ſame 
anſwer, or to the ſame purport. Sheh-abdollah being preſent, was 
then OI to draw near; and the Navvab ſaid to him, Sheh, 
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found that the ſubject was ſome bad renown which Mr. Macguire 
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64 it. is now yout part to bring forward what proofs you have men- 


«tioned to me, againſt · them, that I may inflict upon them a con- 
« dign puniſhment; but ſhould you fail in bringing forth your 


© proofs, you muſt expect to be puniſhed yourſelf; for you know, 
6 that in ſuch a caſe, it follows naturally, that you intended to ſow 
diſſentions amongſt my commanders, and to diſperſe my army 
% by my own hands.” The Sheh, who knew that this whole 
matter had been talked over between the Navvab and Ghurghin- 
qhan, the laſt night, and that the conference had ended in a rene wal and 
confirmation of the ancient promiſes and ſtipulations that ſubſiſted 
between thoſe two perſonages, became ſenſible that it would be in 
vain now to call on his witneſſes, although all of them preſent, as 
none of them, after ſuch a coalition, would | chooſe to give his 
evidence; ſpying, therefore, the hand of fate, which was taking an 
aim at his exiſtence, and obſerving what turn the matter had taken, 
he ſubmitted to his deſtiny, and without uttering a word, he bowed . 


his head. Three times did the Navvab put the ſame queſtion to 


him, and repeat the ſame obſervation; and three times did the man 
repeat his bow, without ſo much as moving the lips. It was now 
paſt noon, and the lictors, the apparitors, and the mace-bearers, 
and all the officers of the court of juſtice, were all attending, every 
one in his place; and I had nearly loſt my ſenſes, being unable to 
comprehend why I had been called back in ſo awful an aſſombly. 
Alas! ſaid I, within myſelf, it is becauſe I am alſo to be accuſed of 
treaſon. I was in deep meditation upon my own fate, when good- 
luck would it, that the Navvab got up, and marched towards the 
women's apartment; on ſeeing which, I haſtened forwards, and 
ſtanding at the gate of the ſecret . I made a profound 
bow. * You muſt come along with me,” ſaid the Nayvab. It 
was then only I concluded that I had been ſent for upon ſome other 
matter than treaſon, On getting, therefore, into the inner cloſet, I 


had 
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had acquired, by ſelling to the Navvab a quantity of ſalt: a TY 
action which had nothing blameable in itſelf; but which, however, 
made a ſtrange noiſe in the world. The Navvab wanted to inquire 
how that il|-renown had gone forth: to that end, he gave me a ſwift 
boat of his own, with which I executed my commiſſion in ſeven 


days, returning to Monghyr within the week. Sheh-abdollah, in 


my abſence, was ſent. priſoner to P8raneah, where, on the beginning 
of the war with the Engliſh, 1 was put to death by Mir- caſſem- 
| qhan's order. 

Whilſt the court of Wager was PE up with ſuch diſcuf: 
ſions as theſe, it's attention was called up to a very extraordinary 
event. Mr. Vanſittart, Governor of Calcutta, impelled, doubtleſs, 
by the omnipotence of tyrannical deſtiny, conceived the deſign of 
paying a viſit to the Navvab, and of viewing Monghyr, as well as 
the factories of Azi mabad and Chaprah, He quitted Calcutta, and 
after having ſeen in his way Caſſimbazar, Moorſhoodabad „and 
Bardvan, with ſome other places, he arriveed at Monghyr. It was 
on a Thurſday, of the firſt Djemadi, in the year 11 76. The 
Navvab went as far as the orchard of Goodergatta, which is three 
coſſes diſtant, to meet him; and having received him with the ut- 

moſt honour and regard, he brought him to town, where he 
appointed for his reception and lodgings, the building which Ghur- 
ghin-qhan had raiſed on the hill of Sihta- cond“; there were beſides, 


a magnificent ſet of lofty tents for us reception, ready pitched. 


Gurgin- 


* 
* 
—_ 


* Sjhta-cond, or Sita-coon, is the name of a hill, or rather of a chain of hillocks that over- 
look a lake of ſome miles in circuit, which laſt cannot be any thing elſe than the crater of a 
vulcano, extinguiſhed ages ago, but which yet is ſmoaking ; nor is that hill, as well as the ragged 
hills that ſurround that crater, any thing but lava; nay, the whole country round the lake, to 


the extent of ſeveral miles, is covered with lava, and the whole of that extent is inclined to, and 


verges towards, that lake very viſibly. Nor does it ſeem to be any thing elſe but a ground that 
has ſubſided in former ages, when the rim of the crater came to tumble down in the  gulph. The 
face of the adjacent country ſtrongly points out to that conjecture ; and even now, there is an 


evident remain of a vulcano: a ſmall pool of boiling water, * to two cold ones; and this 
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Gurgin- qhan, attended by all the officers of the ſteward and but- 
ler's office, was ordered to provide an entertainment, and to furniſh 
him with whatever might prove neceflary for himſelf and his re- 
tinue. The Navvab, after theſe diſpoſitions, took his leave, and re- 
paired to his own lodgings within the caſtle. The next day Van- 
ſittart went to viſit him. As ſoon*as he appeared in the yard, the 
Navvab proceeded as far as the outer rails to receive him: from 
thence he brought him in the hall of audience, made him fit upon 
his own meſned, and complimented him with a variety of curious 
and coſtly preſents, ſuitable to the occaſion, and worthy of the ac- 
ceptance of a man of that high rank and ſtation. Two days after, 
the Navvab returned the viſit, and invited him to an entertainment; 
and, on his taking leave, he was in his turn complimented with a 
variety of rich preſents, of European and Chineſe manufactures, 
which the Governor had brought for the occaſion. At night, he 
went to the Navvab's palace, where he partook of an entertainment, 
looked a little at the dancers, and then returned to his quarters: ſo, 
that for three or four days together, both parties were intent on ſend- 
ing curious things to each other. The fourth day, in compliment, 
doubtleſs, to the Governor, the Navvab ordered his artillery, and 
muſqueteers, to go through their exerciſe in the Governor's preſence. 
As both the artillery and muſqueteers had been trained and diſ- 
ciplined after the Engliſh maner, that exhibition was not without 
ſome grains of oſtentation. Vanſittart, therefore, took care to 
give him ſome advice upon it, which he likewiſe mixed with ſome 
grains of reprimand, * I have ſeen your troops,“ ſaid he, with a 


* 


88 


water boils only in the rainy ſeaſon, when the ſubteraneous waters coming to- riſe to the level of 
a bed of pyrites and alum mixed with metals, excites a fermentation, which "produces a con- 
flagration, ſo as to emit flames and ſmoke. It appears, alſo, from tradition, that the citadel 
itſelf of Monghyr, muſt have been the mouth, or attenant to the mouth of a vulcano; at two 
miles from the other; and this is ſo far true, that part of the ground ſouth of the fort, ſub- 
fided in one night, about ſixty years ago, fall forty feet, and ſwallowed up a Gentoo temple, 


which Gentoos point out ſtill with reſpect, as a [24 to which old men go in pilgrimage, or bathe 
fn the river that flows cloſe to it. | | 
ſmile, 


66 


VIEW OF MODERN TIMES. 


ſmile, and acknowledge that you have accoutred and diſeiplined 


them very well; but theſe are only good againſt” Indians, and 
people of this climate. Beware of ever oppoſing them to Euro- 
«© peans, or of coming to a rupture with the Engliſh, upon a con- 
fidence repoſed in your people; for reſt aflured that you ſhall find 


| yourſelf diſappointed, and that theſe men will never ſtand the 


brunt of European ſoldiers. Beware, therefore, of truſting your 
honour to ſuch hands: they will diſappoint you aſſuredly, and 
with the loſs of your honour, you fhall make away with the 
honour of every Hindian nation, and of every Hindoſtany prince: 


for if you come to be defeated, with theſe your choice troops, 
the people in Europe will from thence conceive the moſt con- 


temptible idea of the reſt of the Hindians ; and they will come 
to deſpiſe every thing that is in Hindoſtan. Reckon then that in 
your fate is involved the fate of all Hindoſtan. If you intend to 


fight us, take care to do it with money in your hands, and ar- 


gaments in your mouths: this is the way to gain a ſuperiority, 
Give over then thoſe warlike notions of yours, and be faithful to 
the agreement which J have eſtabliſhed between the two nations: 
never ſuffer any one to infringe it; and manage in ſuch a manner 
as that the people of theſe regions may, in conſequence of your 
adherence to the agreement between us and you, live in peace, 
erJoy their property in content, and bleſs your name for ever: 
for in caſe this agreement ſhould come to be infringed, and mat- 
ters ſhould proceed as far as a rupture, reſt aſſured that the proſ- 


. perity of an infinity of perſons will be involved in your ruin, 
and that death and deſolation ſhall overſpread theſe countries.” 


Vanſittart, after having given this leſſon to the Navvab, and 


amuſed himſelf during ſeven days within the environs of Mon- 
ghyr, took his leave, and proceeded towards Azimabad. 


+ Liſten to a ſalutary e and do 1 not cover yourſelf with 


pretences; 


% Hear what a kind monitor ſays, and act accordingly.“ 
| The 


—Y 
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The Navvab obſerved to the Governor that, under the name of 
the Engliſh, numbers of merchants paſſed their goods free from duty; 
and that by ſuch a practice, whilſt the Engliſh themſelves reaped. 
but a ſmall benefit, his cuſtoms ſuffered a mighty loſs : he added, 
that to put an end to ſuch pernicious practices, it would be proper 
to ſubmit all the Engliſh private trades to the country duties, leaving 
the Company's own trade as free as ever. Vanſittart anſwered, that 
the Engliſh having at all times been accuſtomed to a freedom from 
duties, he could not make ſuch a propoſal to them: but that he 
had better wait until he himſelf, (Vanfittart), ſhould return to Cal- 

cutta, where he would endeavour to find an expedient for that affair; 

and that as ſoon as the reglement which he had in his mind, and 
which he reſerved for his return, ſhould come to paſs and be for- 

warded to Monghyr, he might then put it in execution. Without 

ö explaining himſelf further, the Governor proceeded to Azimabad. 

But, the Navvab confiding in that kind of promiſe, conceived the 
hopes of keeping up his pretenſious for duties: inſomuch, that after 
ſome little time had elapſed, he wrote to his officers every where, to 
give them notice of the agreement he expected, and to put them 
upon their guard, leſt; meanwhile, and until the reglement ſhould 
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come up, the Engliſh private traders might find means to evade the 
cuſtom, and to eſcape duty free. But how could he expect that 

overbearing cuſtom-officers, and ſhort-ſighted toll-men, ' would have 

ſo much ſenſe and diſcretion, as to keep ſuch a ſecret locked up. in 
their breaſts, and meanwhile, manage with ſo much art, as not to 
lay themſelves open to accuſations by their precipitancy and forward- 
neſs? In ſact, oppeſitions and ſtoppages having commenced i in 
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many places, the veil was torn away at once in two, places; at 
Azimabad, where Mr. Ellis, chief of the factory, was highly in- 
cenſed agaiuſt the Navvab, and zealouſly attached to Mr. Amyatt; 
and at Djehanghir-nugur-dacc, where Mr. Batſon held a ſimilar 
office. Thoſe two men * . and equally impatient of 

| reſtraint, 
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reſtraint; and both unabl: to endure any more, ſent a force, which 
ſeized the Navvab's officers, and brought them priſoners to the 
Engliſh factories, with intent to have them. tried and puniſhed 
by the council of Calcutta, and to throw the blame of their conduct 
directly upon the Navvab, and indirectiy upon. Manſittart- | 
Sometime before theſe diſturbances,.. this prince had croſſed the 
Ganga on Ghurghin“ $ perſuaſion, with intention to proceed on an ex- 
pedition againſt Nepal, which had been planned and propoſed by that 
general; and he / preceded the Nav vab by ſome days. It was juſt at 
the time when Vanſittart, after a ſhort viſit to Azimabad; was re- 
turning to Calcutta; but the Navvab was alteady returned from 
Betiah, when he heard of the bold ſtep which the Evgliſh had taken. 
However, before we proceed further on that ſubject, it is fit that we 
; ſhould give ſome account of the reſult of the Navvab's expedition 
againſt Nepal, as it is there that his good fortune commenced to 
decline. After that, we ſhall revert to his diſputes with the Engliſh, 
and to all the conſequences which they produced. As the country 
of Nepal was known to produce gold, as well as to be full of riches, 
Ghurgin-qhan, who had as much ambition as covetouſneſs in his 
compoſition, wiſhed to -undertake- an expedition thither. But he 
had another object in view;-he wanted alſo to make a trial of the 
troops which he had diſciplined; and of the artillery which he had 
trained. With this view, he had long before commenced connec- 
tions with thoſe crouds of Caſhmirians, and Sanyaſſces, and 
Fakirs(irg), who yearly frequented thoſe parts; he had, likewiſe; 
procured much information from ſome French prieſts that live at 
Vol. 3 Ee Latſa 
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(1 141. The Fakirs of India are of all 3 and 1 but the 1 are - all 
Gentoos, and moreover, naked, and almoſt always armed. Both go in droves of ſometimes - 
ſeveral thouſands, and approve themſelves very expert at plundering and at marauding, under 
pretence of begging... They over-run all Hindoſtan, nay, all India, as far as the iſland Ceilan, . 
which is one of their pilgrimages to the South; as P8talo is another to the North, which is 
the reſidence of the great Lamma * they even go as far as China, and as far as Siberia, always 
ready to beg, trade, plunder, or ſeal by the way, as occaſion ſerves, There is one ſort amongſt 

them 
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Latſal 16), inſomuch, that he became a proficient in the knowledge 
of the paſſes over the mountains, and of the entrances into tlie 
country. He even attached to his ſervice, ſome of thoſe. men whom 
he found to be endowed with underſtanding, and capable of ferv- 
ing as guides in his expedition; for they. had of themſelves tendered 
their ſervices on that head, and had firſt inſpired him with the 
thoughts of conquering ſo wealthy a country... Gurghin-qhan, whoſe 
anceſtors had never been warriors, who was not of a warlike nation; 
and who knew nothing of military affairs; having conceived, a very 
eaſy idea of the poſſibility of conquering that country, inſpired his 
maſter with an inclination for that conqueſt, / This was not the 
opinion of Aly-hibrahim-qhan, and. of ſome other friends of the 
Navvab's, who all objected to the expedition, aud propoſed that at 
leaſt, if he was bent upon undertaking it, at any rate, he ſhould take 
with him a body of Engliſh: and they reaſoned in this manner, . that 
« if by making them his companions,. he came to conquer the 
% country with the expected eaſe, he had carried his point; and if 
&« the expedition ſhould. not ſucceed, then he would not be liable ta 
% any taunt or reproach from them; nor would he afford them an 
<« opportunity of falling out with him fo ſoon: whereas if he ſhould 
0 proceed alone on that expedition, and it ſhould. happen to miſcarry, 
the miſcarriage would not fail to ſink his character with the Engliſh, 
« and to become a ſubject of affliction to his ſervants, and well- wiſh⸗ 
« ers.” This. advice was certainly rational, and the only good one in 
thoſe conjunctures; but it was not liſtened to; and Gurghin-qhan's 
intereſt and counſels prevailed. But, as the fortreſs of Betiah had 
been taken but freſhly, and the country, which is contiguous to Nepal, 


..... 


them called Nagas and Atits, who go always armed, and abſtain from women, but who are re- 
puted addicted ro much worſe practices; ſtealing boys, and turning them into Nagas, when 
grown. up. However, it cannot be denied that there are Sanyaſſees, as well as Fakirs, that 
live in towns, as well as in the woods, where they undergo penances, that would beggar all 
deſcription, and are paſt belief. 
(116) Latſa is one of the two capitals of Tebet, a country called Ne! in lndis, and Potya by 
the natives. PBtala is the other Capital. 
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had been but lately brought under controul, the Navvab availed him- 
ſelf of the pretence of eſtabliſhing order in that region, to ſet out on the 


intended expedition: it was the twenty-fifth of the ſecond djemady in 


the year 1176, of the Hedjra, He croſſed the Ganga, and com- 
menced his march; Gurghin-qhan preceeding him by one or two 
ſtages, at the head of the troops and artillery which he had himſelf 
trained; and this order of march laſted until the Navvab arrived at 


215 


Betiah ; from whence Ghurghin-qhan advanced four days journey Gurghia- 


farther, and commenced aſcending the gaut, or difficult paſs, which 
gave entrance into the country of Nepal. There he was oppoſed by 
the Nepalian army; and a ſharp engagement took place, in which 
Ghurghin-qhan's troops, after repeated efforts, in which they loſt a 
great number of men in wounded and ſlain, repulſed the enemy: 
with much courage and perſeverance they gained the ſummit of the 
aſcent, where they halted to take ſome reſt for that night. But 


hardly the uight was cloſed, when the Nepalians coming out of 


the woods and hills, attacked the Bengalies on all fides at once ; and 
with ſtones, arrows, and muſket-balls, they made ſo much havock 
amongſt them, that they drove them back to the bottom of the 


paſs, from whence the latter, after loſing a great number of men, 


and leaving many ſtands of arms, were obliged to retreat without 
ſtopping, as far as Ghurghin-qhan's quarters. That general, on 
ſeeing the condition in which they were, loſt all hopes of ſucceed- 
ing in his expedition ; he was ſtruck with amazement, and aſhamed 
to ſhew his face: unable to bear the thoughts of announcing 
himſelf. his miſcarriage, he remained motionleſs, like one ſtupefied, 
Equally unwilling to retrograde and to ſhew his face again, and not 
daring to advance againſt an enemy grown bolder by his late ſucceſs, 
he became weary of his very exiſtence, and incapable to take any 


party. for himſelf, Intelligence of this event having reached the 


Navvab from elſewhere, he became penſive and uncertain himſelf, 
and was at a loſs which party to take. After much irreſolution, he 
TERD? | OI ER determined 
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determined to recal Ghurghin-qhan, and an order was diſpatched on 


thoſe terms. The man, impeded by his innate want of ſenſe, and 


E e by his recent diſgrace, would not go back; and he re- 
mained where he was, in defiance of the order he had received. The 
Navvab informed of this, wanted to ſend ſome perſon of weight te 
bring him back; but to find ſuch a man, and one to whom Ghur- 


ghin- qhan would chuſe to defer, was not an eaſy matter, unleſs in- 
deed, it might be Aali-hibrahim-qhan himſelf, whom the Navvab 


_ pitched upon, as a proper perſon for ſo delicate a commiſſion; and 


that nobleman ſet out immediately, without even any baggage. On 
his way he found multitudes of wounded, who were on their march 
towards the Navvab's camp at Betiah. The Quhan deſired them to 
Nop, and to give him time to repair to their general, and to bring 
him away, as he had come for that very purpoſe; at the ſame time, 


he repreſented to them, that their appearing in camp in that condi- 
tion, would redound to their own diſgrace, whilſt it would diſ- 
courage their friends and companions, and alſo diſpleaſe their lord 


and maſter. This remonſtrance produced an effect; and as the 


Quan {poke ſenſe and reaſon, and he was a man of authority, his 


words carried a weight, which made an amprefſion on the minds of 
runaways: and they conſented to ſtop where they were. After 
this, the Qhan proceeded on his march, and being arrived in Ghur- 
ghin-qhan's camp, he worked ſo forcibly on the mind of that man, be- 
come a prey to all the pangs of ſorrow and regtet, that he brought him 
back to the Navvab. The prince, after ſaying a few words on the 
expedition, raiſed his camp, and marched towards Azimabad: 


there he learned that ſome of his officers, who in ſeveral places had 


exacted unaccuſtomed duties from the goods of the Engliſh traders, 
had been ſeized by the latter, and confined in their factories. One 
of theſe men was Mirza-mahmed, ſeized at Djhanghir-nugur, and 
ſent to Calcutta; the other had been ſeized by Mr. Ellis, chief of 


the ny: of Ab; and ſent to Calcutta alſo. The Nayvab, 
| equally 
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equally ſurpriſed and ſhocked at this intelligence, conceived that the 


only expedient to fave the honour of his government, and to render 


it reſpectable, would be to ſeize the Engliſh mercantile agents on his 
| fide, and to keep them in confinement. Orders were accordingly 

diſpatched to ſurpriſe and feize-a certain number of them, and to 
ſend them to the court. After diſpatching theſe orders, he thought 
proper to diſplace Radja Nobet-ray, the deputy Governor of Azima- 
bad, as being unfit to contend with a man ſo incenſed and ſo fiery as 
Mr. Ellis; and he appointed in his ſtead the valiant Mir-mehdi- 
qhan, who then commanded in the territory of Shah-abad. The 
Navvab was then at Hadjip$r, from whence he ordered a bridge of 
boats to be thrown over the Ganga: as ſoon as it was ready, he 
croſſed over with his army, a little above the Engliſh factory; and 
without ſeeing Mr. Ellis, who wanted to pay him a viſit, he went 


and encamped in Djaafer-qhan's garden, where he inveſted the new | 


Governor in his government, by beſtowing a rich qhylaat upon 
him: at the ſame time, he ordered Radja Nobet - ray to live at court, 
and then marched down towards Monghyr. 

As for me, worn down by the fatigue of the campaign, I ob- 
tained leave to remain at Azimabad; but my two brothers, Ghalib- 
aaly-qhan, and Seyd-aaly-qhan, thought proper to accompany the 


Navvab; and Ithought them gone for the remainder of the year, 


when, on the fourth day after their departure, T was ſurpriſed to ſee 
Ghalib-aaly-qhan returned. I aſked the reaſon? He anſwered, 
that the Navvab had bid him, as well as his brather, remain at 


Azimabad, or repair to their father, which laſt would prove a better 


party, than that of fatiguing themſelves with ſuch repeated journies 3 
and that he had aſſured them, that whether there, or at camp, he 
.did not conſider them as being leſs in his ſervice and pay: Ghalib- 
aaly-qhan added, that for his own part, he had prefered to return to 
Azimabad ; but that his younger brother, Seyd-aaly-qhan, not lik- 


ang the i intimation, had followed the Nayvab. On hearing this in- 


telligence 
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telligence from Ghalib-aaly-qhan's mouth, I concluded that the 
Navvab being now engaged in ſome diſputes and broils with the 
Engliſh, had thought it expedient to keep at a diſtance from his 
perſon and camp, people whoſe connections with that nation he 
ſtrongly miſtruſted. This concluſion ſeemed ſo natural, that I re- 
ſolved to know of the Navvab himſelf what was his pleaſure on our 
account; and as I was too weak to go by land, I got into a boar, 
and in a few days arrived at Monghyr, where aſked of my brother, 
Seyd-aaly-qhan, how matters had happened? The man, miſtaking 
the Navvab's intention, had really. thought that by diſmiſſing him 


at Azimabad, he wanted only to oblige the family, and to afford 


him ſome reſt. But I thought very differently, and thought right; 
for in five or ſix days time, the Navvab entruſted Mirza-ſhems- 


eddin, with a commiſſion to go to Shudjah-ed-d6$lah, and to the 
Emperor's court, in order to requeſt their affiſtance, and to prepare 


their minds againſt any emergencies, which his diſputes with the 
Engliſh might produce: and that officer, who was an intimate 
friend of mine, and who knew how far I might be capable of keep- 
ing a ſecret, deſired me, at his departure, to order my youngeſt bro- 
ther, Séyd-aaly-qhan, to avail himſelf of his, (Shems-eddin' s) com- 


pany to get out of camp, and to repair to his father. I aſked the 


reaſon, why the Navvab was bent on keeping my two youngeſt 
brothers at a diſtance from himſelf? He anſwered, © That as he 
* reckoned upon my ſecrecy, he would tell me the truth; but un- 
« der condition, that I ſhould be careful not to mention it to any - 
« one; as ſuch a diſcovery might do a great deal of harm to him- 
e (elf (Shems-eddin). You have concluded right,” ſaid he, that the 
% Navvab greatly miſtruſts Seyd-aaly-qhan; and that he takes him 
to be a ſpy of the Engliſh; and as every day now gives riſe. to 
<« ſome new ſubject of diſcontent and diſpleaſure on both ſides, he 


thinks it very improper that your brother ſhould remain in his 


camp, hanging about his perſon; but as on | the other hand, 
| diſmiſſing 
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„ diſiniffing him alone would have given an inſight into his ſecret 
intention, he intimated his deſire to both brothers, that Ghalib- 
„ aaly-qhan might retire at the ſame time with him.“ F that ir 
the caſe, anſwered I, hy does the Nauvab ſuffer me in his camp ? 
At that rate he muſt. deem: me' the head ſpy ; and full as dangerous 
as the tuo others put together. Mirza- ſnems- eddin anſwered, © That 
the Nav vab did not object to me, becauſe knowing my connee- 
« tions with ſome of the Engliſh, he reſerved me as an inſtrument 
« that might ſome day or other prove of uſe : but that over and above 
«- that, he conſidered me as a kind of pledge for my father's good 
«- behaviour, and as an hoſtage for that of my brother's . This 1ati- 
mation of Mir- ems eddin's confounded and amazed me: I was very 


near deſpairing of my life and honour ; but thought it beſt to con- 
ceal my grief; ſo, that ſending for Seyd-aaly-qhan, I exacted an 


oath of ſecrecy from him, and then T informed him of the ſtate of 


things, exhorting him to be gone by all means, if he was deſirous of 
living. I then recommended him to my friend, and ſaw him de- 
part. As for me, being too ill to move, I remained at Monghyr, 
where the Navvab, to keep a veib upon his ſuſpicions, uſed now and. 
then to inquire after my health by a chopdar, and to ſend me every 
day a table covered with victuals. At laſt, having: recovered my 
health, and bathed: according to law, I. pitched upon the feaſt of 
the facriſiee, and went to pay him my reſpects. He received me with 
kindneſs; and, as Fobſerved that he was going towards the women's 
fanctuary, I haſtened to the gate of the ſecret apartment, and made 
him my bow. Hie pauſed, ſpoke to me with kindneſs, and putting 
his hand into his own Saan-dan(''*), he gave me two byris of paan,. 

adding 


n - 


(116) The Paan-dan, which an Engliſhman would readily call the. Betel- ſaucer, is an elegant 
Box of filver or gold, not unlike thoſe chryſtal ones in which the Engliſh ſerve their butter at 
table. It is placed on an elegant plate of the ſame metal, and contains a number of byris, ready 
made-up, The byri is compoſed" of a few pieces of Paan, cut, (alias betel leaf} ſome very thin 


ſlices- . 
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adding theſe words: Have I not done well to diſmiſs your two 
e brothers, that they might take care of their aged ſire? Let 
them take ſome reſt, and enjoy themſelves for a while. Theſe 
words, the intent of. vvhich d could not: miſtake, made me applaud b 
his attention, and Textolled that goodneſs of his which prompted 


him to ſo much regard: And where is the maſter in theſe days, 


did I exclaim, . who, without diſcontinuing a large ſalary, would 
<<. releaſe his ſervants from that attendance: to which he has ſo much 
„right? Pheſe words ſeemed to pleaſe him; and he added, 
That, in fact, he had with me an acquaintance of old ſtanding, 
& but none indeed with them, or very little. This was an arrant 
lie of his; but fain I was to applaud again for, in former times, 
when there was an equality between his family and 'our's; and even 
ſome ſuperiority on our fide, I had not the leaſt acquaintance with 
him, and very little friendſhip indeed for: his- father. in- law, Mir- 
djaafer- qhan, or for Miren, his brother - in- law; whereas, Seyd-aaly- 
qhan himſelf, living in Bengal; and being a man of pleaſure, was in 
connections With theſe ſort of people, and of courſe, with that family . 
alſo, among the reſt. After having aſked the reader's pardon for 
theſe little anecdotes about private affairs, let us revert to the diſ- 
putes with the Engliſh. 

The Navvab's officers, having found 1 means to- Hits ſome of the 
mercantile agents of the Engliſh, ſent them to their maſter, who 
kept them priſoners, as hoſtages for thoſe officers of his, which the 
Engliſh had at firſt ſeized. All this happened in conſequence of the 


„ 
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ſlices of Sepia, (alias betel nut) ſome Chund, (alias chunam) ſome Catt, (alias catchou) ſome 
grains of Hachess, (alias cardamums,). and ſome Djg8tri, (alias mace) ;. the whole rolled together 
and formed into a pyramid, covered with a bit of Ke/a-leaf, (alias plantain) which is of a fine . 
tender green, and as ſmooth and ſhining as the beſt ſattin: This pyramid, which is made faſt by 
a Long, (alias clove) as by a pin, is called a byri. Afingle byri given, is a token of regard; 
two, of favor; the whole Paan- dan proffered, implies reſpect; placed before you, it implies equa- 
lity. In prſeenting, and receiving Paan, there are twenty niceties, which the Engliſh either 
deſpiſe or ignore, but which are rigorouſly. expected from a native. 5 
| Navvab's: 
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exaQ duties: from the goods of the Engliſh, befote Vanſittart hid 
had eime to arrive at Caleutta, and to ſettle that matter on an egi. 
table ſooting, put it out of that Governor's power, on his arflval 
there, to withſtand the members of the council, who, hitherto diſ: 
pexſed all over Bengal, had now aſſembled in that city, and formed” 
a majority that ſhut; up the gates of friendſhip, willed up the door 
of return, and, by dint of numbers, obliged Vanſittatt to command 
the, Navvab to bold all Engliſh goods whatever free" from duties, 
and to diſmiſs the Engliſh agents, his priſuners, immediately.” The 
Navvab conceived, that to ſubmit to orders which he knew to come 
from thoſe counſellors that were his enemies, was diſgraceful; and, 
on the other hand, he found it difficult to ſtand his ground upon the 
 aftibles of cuſtom and duty: he, thétefore, betobdk himſelf to the 
expedient, of ſuppreſſing alli cuſtoms and duties Whatever; whether 
for native merehants or for others; and he anfwered the imperious 
letter, ſent; him by the council, bygvriting perſonally to Vanſittart, 
That it was notot ious that merchants of all ſorts inade it a practice 
to paſs their own goods under the name of Englith agents; and 
W + releaſe hf dutids to the latter would, in fact, amounts” 
| das general exempt ion alſo: to moſtſof the former, ſave only a fe 
<<. vyretehes too obſcure to afford the expence of pufehlaſing pro- 
<< .tefors,: and too poor to afford duties that would be worth Par- 
«<; ception 3 be had, therefore, taten the party to ſuppreſs. all eu. 
* toms and duties Hatever, and tarrender/the exemptiom gelietal. 
Since ſo long as the principal merchaats could find means to paſs 
4 duty free, under an Engliſh maſkj it would be hard to tortnent 
a few'poor: people who would ſubmit to duties, But Whoſe con- 
i tributions. would never repay the charges of perceptioh: that as 

<<, to the order of diſmiſſing the Eugliſh agents; ptiſbters im his 
g eamp, ät was an injurittion\vin-arid wblugd; fre che Fright” 
<<. haying beſt ſcixed and canfined lis coffixers, theſe of 'courſe ought 

FUR In & to 


rab UN MOTH QHEWINY on, | 
$9 tocbe reteaſe87 rſt, be fore the vitieed could che Uiſgin-a' dt a 
Phu anfover of the-Navvit's bal perufecb in >the code ef Cal- 
cuttaʒ the coutſellors that werd' in cuHfHAEracy vag niich, 
fHNbat this general exemption of the NAVvab's Was caleblated to 
«</ithrow/aifiur upof! them, by putting theru öh a“ fbotinig with*thE 
other merchantst: that, if -Mir-eafſem's intention Wäs to cl aden 
terms of friendfhip itt the Engliſh,” he muſt put things upon 


the ancient foating: to wit, exact duties from the other mer- 


« chants; and let Engliſh property” paſs duty free e that as they 
„ knew that Mr. Vanſittarti . int uated by his blind attachment to 
% Mir-caſſem, Walited tot render his oppoſers nidiculous and d defpi- 
cable, ſo they were reſolved to ſend one of their own body in 
* embaſſy to the Navvab, to explain their intention; for, if he 


grants the efivoy's demands, ſaid they, „ we ſhall have carried 


ur- point; and if be does not, then friendſhip ſhall | ceaſe be- 
& tween us.“ The; Governors overcome by a majerityrhat ſeerned- 
to know: no moderation, was, ugaiuſt. his 'own” opinion, Obbi ged to 
put his name to ſuch a letter as thr yr thought proper to dictate, 
and compelled to con ſent to the reſolution of deputing one from 
amongſt themſelves. 'Incconfeqnenes of that reſolve, Mr Amyatt, 
and Mr. Hay, under the eſdort of one company of Talingas, com- 
mande d by Captain Djonſon, departed on their embaſſy to Mon- 
gbyr, At their departure, Vunſittart wrote a ſhort Jetter to Mir- 

caſſem - qhan, which he gaveto:the! latter's agent at Calcutta; and 
he ſent him, gat the ſime time 4 long meſſage to this purport: 
* That he cx horted him, by all- mans, to be firm and punctual i 
*in the execution of the treaty, which had at firſt intervened be- 
„ tween: bimſelf, on the part of the Company, and the Navvab: 
4a dieaty that; had been confirmed by oaths on both ſides, and by 
%a thotough examiustion a treaty, upon the tenor of which; the 
Navvab. ouglit to regulate dame without the leaſt deviation: 
4 chat the couuſellors, Who had been hitherto diſperſed all over 
8 | 1 4 | *1Bengal, 


a © 


EW or MODERN ben 8; * 


Bengal /\ having all aſſembled in Calcutta, the party oppoſed to 
seſathe Navvab, formed a majority, to which he, the Gove Hör, 
vas of courſe obliged to ſubmit, eſpecially after the manage 
ment of theatfairs of government had ſlipped out of his (the Gover- 
4 nds hands, throveh the Navvab's precipitancy, which adit 
r ꝭ˖⁰xômatter out of his power: that Mr. Amyatt, ſupported by 


vod not be of the Navvab's liking; but that probably the? 
% might prove fuch as would not bring any material detriment to 
tohis government: the more ſo, as in five or fix months hence, the 
members oppoſed to him being all to be diſmiſL:1 the ſervice by an 
t Hoider from home, he ought, for the preſent, to ſubinit to wha tever 


e with hondur and tegard, fo as to give him full ſatis faction; rhis 
te uAbeing the only method to prevent the diſpute from going farther; 
or breeding mote ſerious conſequences: as otherwiſe, the helm 
nbeiug now out of his hands, he (the Governor) was certain that 
the would not have it iir his power to oblige him in the maunerhe 
the Natvab) might wiſh. The Navvab, on the arrival of this 
lettet and. meſſage, refered the whole negociation and the mahage- 
ment of the Englich, to Gurghin-qtian, wWwho was both his- general 
and miniſter, ànd the man whom he moſt truſted: He conſideted 
thatiche was of the ſame religion“ with the Euglith; acq qninted 
with theœirf cuſtoms and manners; and informed uf theits teveral 
characters, in: conſequence of his correſponding q with. this brother, 


fore, ſent fot him nitormed him of ** abimengg df the: letter, aud 
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2 It 1s obſervable that beſore the year 1967, or thereabouts, the natives of India conſideres all 

AE Kuwpeid as ſpeaking the ſaine language and profeſung the ſame” religion ; and the Armen. 

rats; ' ho woto a dreſs ſomewliat different, amd were more mixed with the natives, ſpoke highly 

of themſelyss, as halding d the berge. rank, amongſt them as E768 among! Muſſelmea, and Brah.- 
mans amongſt the Gentoos ; they u were : reputed, of courſe, 2 kind of Pricits amn gſt the * 4. 
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$5 thermajority/in council, was now- ſetting out on an embaſſy to a . 
„„ Monghvyr; and might poſſibly make him ſome propofals. wich e- 


conditions they miglit propoſe actually, and diſmils-their eavoy 


Codija- bedros, and his ot het friends at Calcuita: ithe Na vab, there- 


. at 


edp-ail 
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— the purport of the meſſage, and /aſked him higapinia, phovt/che 
propricty. of- ſubmitting to the council's orders, or of rejecting the 
Ame. ;- Gurghin-qhati, who was both extremtly imprudent, and 
extremely proud, and who deteſted in his heart ett tnàn of hirth 
or of underſtanding, adviſed the Navvab to reqect the propaſal, to: 
gether with Vanſittart's advice. Vour Highneſs and the-Engliſh;” 
Tin Nawb ſaid he, are now upon a par and upon a Ive, y ſubmit tos 


is determined 


5 day, you thall daily loſe of your character, anll af chat awe and 
dec. <,ccſpet with which they ace now impreſſed; and, at laſt. you 
©, ſhall become contemptible in their eyes : but af you lien only te 
the dictates of honour and courage, and ſtand finmlycon out 
25 ground, your. character ſhall daily. acquire new reſpect m thefr 
% minds; and their own. power ſhall daily loſe. of ats ſtrength and 
++. conſequence.” The Navvab, who had the higheſt opinion of 
his knowledge and attachment, and wag accuſtomed alw¾axis to defet 
implicitly to his opinion, adopted his advice without reſerye; and 
reſolved to act accordingly. | That prince, ſenſible of the op- 
poſition formed againſt him at Calcutta, and annious to take every 
precaution neceſſaty in a diſpute of ſo much confequence, had har- 
boured this long while heavy ſuſpicions. againff the twyo Dyagat - ſeats; 
nor did he think it conſonant, to the rules of prudence, to leave 
two ſuch. men in Moorſhoodabad, at ſuch a bitical conjuncture. 
He remembered that they had been deeply concerned, both by their 
money and influence, in transfering the ſupreme power from Seradi- 
ed-do81ah-to Mir-djaafer-qhan, and lately from Mir- djaa fer- qhan to 
himſelf; and, beiug a great connoiſſeur in men's tempers, as well as 
an inquirer-iat6 their characters, he dreaded the conſequences of two 
ſuch men remaining at Moorſhoodabab, and fo near Calcutta, at a 
time when his diſputes with the Engliſh ran higher and higher, n 
bis difficulties with them were encreafing daily upon his hands, He 
thereſoret heuglit it incumbent upon him tohave both theſe.brothers 
in his power, a at leaſt; and, as he "knew, that to far fi fi em ea A 
foot 
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fbot on his ſending them letters or orders, they -wbukl. from that 
very moment apprehend for their ſafety, and / contribe to eſcape to 
Calcutta, where they would prove of infinite ſervice to his oppoſers, 
by their wealth intrigues, and influence he therefore. wrote to 
Mahmed-taky-qhan, the Coza· calanian, who commanded in Bir- 
bohom, a man of an acknowledged bravery, and a ſineere fidelity, 
requiring him to repair i alb ſpced to Moorſhoodabad, where he 
was to ſurround” the houte of the Djagat. ſeat's, in ſuch a mariner, as 
that not a man might come out, and then to wait until Mafcar, the 
Armenian, might arrive and bring hit a letter; on the peruſal of 
which, he was to deliver the two Seats in his hands, taking a receipt 
in form for the delivery of their perſons. After writing the above 
order, he di ſpatched Marcar, an Armenian General, of Gurghin- 
qhan's recommendation; and putting three or four regiments of Ta- 
Ungas under his command; be ordered him te repair by water to 
Moor ſhoodabad, where he was io receive from Mahmed-taky-qhan the 
two Nagat - ſeats, and to bring them in all ſpcedtoMonghyr, but without 
departing from a proper regard and attention to their perſons and 

rank. Mahmed-taky- qhan, on receipt of the order, repaired in all 
ſpeed to Moorſhoodabad, here he dlofely ſurrounded the houſe of 
the two Djagatzfeats, ſending them word at the ſame time, That 
he had ino injury to offer either to their perſons,” fortune, 'hon6ur,” 
or family; his orders were only to ſend them to Monghyr, where 
the Navvab wanted to ſee them reſide near his perſon; and that 
he requeſted them to make thiernſelves thoroughly eaſy on his 
«own particular ſubjtct, as he had no harm to offer The two 
brothers, finding themſelves reduced x6 the ſingle party of ſubmiſſion, The Djagat- 


prepared for their voyage. Jnithrew days mote; Marcar, the Armes mot porene 


private men 


nian, arribed with his Taliagas, aii the two brothers being deli- of India, 
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ts dings, and reqveſted tlieir living at-Monghyr, where: ht hoped: 
they waull build: lodgings: for them(-lves; ſet bp-a-banikinghouſr,cas// 
they had ut Moor fhoodabad, attend, at His court, us they did for- 
me rly, and, 28 forme rlys tranſact buſineſs iu the affairs af gavetument 
and finince. He, at the ſame time, ſet them at full libe ty but 
people were ſecretlyiſet upon them, With orders not tor ſuff them 
to go out to any great diſtance. The poor brothers were fai to 
order banking hauſc to be raiſed forstheir lodgings; and found thern - 
ſcltes obliged to accommodate tlhiem ſclves to the perfidy:exarciſed:ori; 
them; aud, a8:theſe two menchave cut at all times ſuch a ſigwrerin 
Bengal. the reader ſhall vot find fault with his ſeeing here ſome at: 
count of them. Thetwo brothers which: bore the names of Mah, 


tab ita y, nd Radya Sergp- hand, were, both /grandſons ito Djagat- 
l ; | leat+tatch»chund,; by two brothers, ſond to this Fateh-chund, WhO 
= | disd both m the time of Shudjah-ghan, Viceroy of Bengal; ſo that 
4 his fortune, which vas literally immenſe, and paſt all beliaf, paſ- 
1 | : ſed eto hole his graud-ſotis, who, in Aly- verdy-qhan's time, lived in 
42 | Bengal with ſo winch, credit and authority, as is hardly erediblecat 


ſuch, a diſtance of time. Theæit᷑ tĩehes were ſo great, that no ſuch 
bankers were ever ſeen; in Hiudoſtan- or Decan; nor was there any 
banker or metchant, that could ſtand a compariſon with (hem, alk 
over India. It is even certain, that all the bankers of theit time in 
Bengal, were either thei foctors, or ſome of their family. Their 
wealth may be guefled by: tlus only fact: lu the BPirſt/ iuvaſion of, the 
Marhattas, and when Moor ſhoodabad was not yet ſurrounded by 
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= walls, Mir-habib, with:a party, of their beſt horfe, having found 
= ..  mcans do falle upon that, city, before Haly- verdyrqhan i οον, c 
4 | up, carried from Djagat- ſeat's houſe two corors, of rupees in- cr. 
= Eo wy cot cim oply37) 3. a0d this. prodigious ſum did not affect the two: 
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continued te give fterwards:to government, as they had done before; 
bills uf bxchangej ralled dur funnics*,) of one cbferl uta time, by 
which words is meant M a draft, Which the acceptor is to pay at 
fight, / withdutaany ſort of excuſe. In ſhort, their wealth was ſuch} 
that there ĩs no/ mentioning) it, without ſeeming) to exaggerate, and 
to deal in extravagant fables. Thouſands of their agents and factors 
have acquired ſuch. fortunes in their ſervice, as have enabled them to 
purchaſe large tracts of land, -andiether aſtoniſhing poflefiions ; and 
now that thoſe two. heads of the family are both dead theſe many 
years, and their ſons, in conſequence of the ſuperiority acquired by 
the Engliſh in all the branches of trade over Bengal and Hindoſtan, 
fall vaſtly ſhort of the wealth of their fathers; nevertheleſs, there 
is not one man of that family, and not one Rn” of that” houſe” 
but who lives in _the-utmoſt ſplendor and proſperity. {21 4b3s 
Intelligence coming at this time that Mr. ae e 
ner,; the Navvab, Who had before hand ſent for Mir-abdollah- ſe- 
fevi from Azim-abad;: a valuable gentleman, whoſe merit has many 
times Bceacmentionediin theſe memoirs} naw thought proper to join 
me, the poor man, to him in the ſame commiltion;' and he deſired: 
us, as w were both upO¹ỹ familiar terms with Mt. Amate, to go 
forward s, in arder to receive him, and to endeavour to diſcouer what 
was ds cal put poſe, giid what might bevkis real iutentiolis in cοm⁰ 
ing ſo far. Hef ãtotlie ſame time appointed a Gentoo, to attend us 
as Perſian ſecretary and he ordered twenty ſpies to beat our com- 
mand both as ſpies and as meſſengers. Theſe tweuty men were 
parted in. two diviſions; aol 3 by two head nien as officers, 
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head: ., A C bil then, i) a ill ax ght. jwich high he banker its no ocþer ny but ther 
of fignifyi ying his ſubmiſſi on, by bowing the head. Even ſo late as the year. Woot here were 
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with the Engliſn: and whatever we had ſaid or heard: was fully ſet 


— MU TRUNHERING On, 1 
who had orders to. diſguiſe themſelves dice ſervants, and: to in- 


mine, with injunctiens never to be abſent from any>ot the meetings or 


conferences Which might be held with the Euglah aan to take eure 
to obſerve not only: the expreſſions and words, but even the geſtures 
of the hands as well as the ſigus of the heads betweem us; tranſmits 
ting every day a faithful account of what they ſhould hear, or ſes. 
One of theſe twenty meſſeugers, on receiving a letter was to carry ãt 


to the next poſt⸗ and then to return to his office. Every one of us 


. in thi>manner, we quitted Monghyr, and 

1 oY where we had the good · luck to meet Mr. 
A but on embtacing him tooke care do v hiſpe r clit we had ſpies 
over us. Mr. Amyatt andi the others being their nut upon their 
guard, ſpoke and acted with precaution; for, being dvr uight' at 
the ſame landing place, we: uſed: to paſs tlie greateſt part of our time 


down both by us and by the head ſpies, and ſeverally diſpatched to 
the Navvab every evening. One day, to avoid alb ſuſpicions, I open 
ed my commiſſion to Mr. Amyatt with: an audible: nice. and Iſpoke 
to him as I had been inſtructed to do by the Nabvab- What can 
<4, poſſible, be, ſaid I, the ceaſon of your comiug? and what is your 
intent? Being both of us well wiſhers to hishighnels; as well as to the 
66 Engliſh, we are deſirous of being informed of your intentions, 
<« that we may contrive expedients for the benefit uf -both: parties. 
Mr. Amyatt, with a loud voice anſw¾ered, It is cuſtomaty with 
% Indians, when they come to us, to tell us none but ſuch things 
as may keep us in good humour; and when they return to the 
Navuvab, they never fail to ſpeak to him, ſo as, to humour him on 
4 his wiſhes: and hence, our real intentions on both ſides, remain 
4 concealed from each other, party; and our views do not come to 
light. It is to avoid thoſe inconveniences, that we Have quitted 
our homes, to come o fa in embaſſy, with intention to. ſee 
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« the ee face to face, and to tell Aran. nchprgi m ſay, 
« it is n that we mould have any n th: any. other 
1 perſon.” This declaration of Mr. Amyatt's, putting an end] to 
all political topics, we took care in our converſation with the Eng · 
lich to drop many expreſſions of reproach, and to diſpute, with them 
in ſuch, a manner, as was pointed out by the times: it being the only 
expedient we. could deviſe, to pteſerve ourſelves from the Navvab's 
ſuſpicions, and to avoid feeling the effects of his reſentment. On 
the day when this laſt converſation took place, the contents of 
which were ſeverally forwarded to court both by us and by the 
bead ſpies, we arrived at aghalpoor, and there received a letter from 
the Navvab, which.-recalled both. Mir-abdollah and me; adding, 
chat as Mr. Amyatt did not chooſe to enter into any particulars with 
us, it was needleſs we ſhould ſtay with him any more; but, that 
we r m wen ſo, as to a pg at court before the e e ar- 
5 * 5 our, 1 of - eg a a rar to Monalye, where we 
waited on the Navvab immediately, after having been met in the 
Way by, ſeveral meſſengers that came to haſten our march. Being 
in his preſence, he commenced puting queſtions to us. As my 
poor friend, Mirzabdollah, (on whom , be peace!) had not a ready 
delivery, and could not expreſs himſelf properly, his anſwers diſ- 
pleaſed the Navvab, and he was twice reproached, and afterwards 
diſmiſſed. He went home, and I followed him, with intent to - 
take ſome reſt; when a meſſenger came from Aaly-hibrahim- -ghan, 
| informing.me oe his Highneſs, wanted me immediately, and that I 
muſt go with the qhan to court: fain I was to put on a full - dreſs 
again, aud to repair to the Navvab's. This, prince was in his 
private apartments, ſiting in the outer room of his bath, and in 
cloſe conference with Gurghin-qhan: I took my feat. in & corner, 
and Aaly-Hibrahim-qhan in another. 8 Nav vab repeated to 
Vor. I. | 8 : | Gurghin- 
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Gorghin- qlan what he had heard from my mouth: he ithen turned 
towards me, and ordering me to 'dtaw nearer, he bid me tell Gur- 
ghin- quan all my obſervations: Upon this command, I drew fear, 


and ſiting over againſt that General, I recommenced my tale. Thie 


General, after heating a few words, ſeemed ruffled; and, to ſhew 
that my report deſerved but little. credit, he turned towards the Nav- 
vab, and ſaid, My Lord Navvab, were 4 man io rig open an Eng- 
lihman's body with a' knife, be would not for that come at his ſecret.” 
He then turned again to me, and aſked me fotne queſtions, which 
I anſwered. At the third or fourth anſwver, he ſeemed impatiented; 
and faid, - ** My Lord Qban, I want nothing of all that. Pray ds, 
&« anſwer three or four queſtions which I am going to put to you, 
«© What is Mr, Amyatt s intention? And does he come to intrigue 
% apainſt the Navvab, or not? Is he come to pry. into the ſtate of 
&« the army and fortreſs, or not? Has he any friendſhip or good 
« will for us, or does he come with hoſtile intentions?“ On hear- 
ing theſe words, I was extremely ſurpriſed, and looking at him full 
in the face, T anſwered, «© My Lord, your queſtions Sealy con- 
% found me; and 1 am amazed at what you mean: It is but A 
moment ſince you fuld yourſelf, that were ore to rip open an 
« F neliſhrman” 8 body, he would not for that come at his ſecret: 
« aid you want me now to reveal to yo Mr. Amyatt s innermoſt 
1 thoughts! As to his coming with ſiniſter intentions, it would 
4 be really ſurpriſing that he ſhould harbour afry ſuch deſigns; 


e the man comes into your houſe; and alone; and it is he that 


46 ought to be afraid of ſiniſter deſigns, and not you, WhO are at 
« home, and ought not to conceive any fears from him. As to 
« what you have hinted of bis comiug hither to pry into the 
% ſtate of tlie army and fortreſs, I am of opinion, that not only 
& Mr. Amyate' ſhall, but that auy other man whatever that comes 
10 hither, will, of courſe, acquire” ſotne knowledge of both your 
« fortreſs and your army; and and dle the quantum of ſuch a know- 
"i 7 5 | _ ledge 
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« t&lge'of his, will depend on his ſhare of penetration and know- 


edge. With reſpect to your other two queſtions, about his com- 
„ ing with friendly or inimical intentions, the matter of fact is, 
that he comes to yo with ſome” demands and requeſts of his 
own if you grant him his demands, there is no doubt but 
tecthat he ſhall be pleaſed with you, and will become your friend; 
t atid if you refuſe them, it is no leſs certain that the refuſal will 
e produce diſcontents, and at laſt enmities. All theſe obſervations 
«do not deſerve queſtions :* they are ſelf-evident.” The Navvab 
having aſſagted to what I faid, Gurghin-qhan, who had never 
been a friend to me, became now more eſtranged than ever. But 
the Navvab diſmiſſed me; and as I was going home in the utmoſt 
amazement, I could not but admire that fulneſs of power in the 
divine diſpenſations of Providence, which had ſuſcited ſuch and 
the like people, to ſtand over our heads as generals of armies, and 
as miniſters of ſtate, with unlimited powers of binding and looſing. 
The next morning after this conference, the Navvab fent his own 
nephew, Aab$-aaly-qhan, and his miniſter, Radja Nobet- rã y, to 
meet and receive Mr. Amyatt; and on the third day, the latter 
arrived at Monghyr, where he alighted at a ſet of tents that had been 
pitched up for his quarters. The Navvab went to ſee him, at 
which time the viſit became one continual ſcene of diſſimulation and 
reciprocal cringing, The next day Mr. Amyatt returned the viſit: 


he had with him Mr. Hay, and Captain Johunſton, together with 


ſome other gentlemen, amongſt whom was a Mr. Gulſton, a young 


man lately come into India, who in ſo ſhort a time had learned the 
Perſian very well, and at our firſt interview, had conceived as much 


good Will for me as 1 had for him®, The Narvab, on deſcrying Mr 
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ne was Mr, Amyatt's ſpesker aud linguiſt ; but, having at the very firſt- interview 


exprſſe himſelf with roughneſs, and been all the While looking at the Nayvab with that 
imperiouſneſs 
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Aroxart,:::pot py as 1; the etiquette, advanced a few ſteps from 
ts reſii-d, and brought him to fit upon ſome+chairs | placed there 
on purple, upon one of Which he took his own ſeat. After a 

little converſation, the uſual ceremonial of Paan, Atur, and Roſe= 
water, was brought up; and then ſeveral trays covered with ſtuffs 
were produced, together with one plate containing jewels and gems; 
all which were preſented-to him. On his taking leave, the Nayyab 
got up, and re- conducted him, as well as all the - Engliſh as far 
as the end of the carpeting, where he invited them to an enter- 
tainment. At night they all came, and after having been amuſed 
with dances and a bonfire, they were complimented with an en- 
tertainment, which laſted beyond midnight. Since that day, the 
Engliſh viſited the Navvab ſeveral times, and at each time ſeveral 
complaints, and many reproaches were taking place on both fides : 


and at each viſit matters ſeemed verging towards a rupture: for it 


Amyatt ſent 
on embaſly to 
Mir-cafſem ; 
ſpoils every 
thing by the 
haſtineſs of 
his temper, 
and the im- 
periouſneſs 
of his con- 
verſation, 


was remarked, that at every meeting, the Navvab, whether by 
chance or otherwiſe, never. failed to commit ſome action, or to be 
guilty of ſome geſture, which never failed to give offence, and to 
be laid hold of as a fit ſubject of complaint. At laſt, the diſcon- 
tents ran ſo high, that at one time Mr. Amyatt, who had adyauced 
as far as the door of the Navvab's apartment, returned back much 
diſpleaſed ; nor would he have been brouglit again, had not ſome 
of the Navvab's favourites run after him, and intreated his being 
pacified. Mr. Amyatt and the others complained of the Navvab's 
guards at the gate, and of ſome other of his ſervants: the Nav- 
vab profeſſed his ignorance, and made many. apologies; but the 
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imperiouſneſs which was "hes. the general ſtile, that prince refaled to ſpeak to him any 
more. Amyatt's temper, air, looks, and tone of voice, as well as his ftile of ſpeech, may 
be conjectured | from that ſingle ancedote, It is obſervable, that the few Engliſh who, in 
thoſe days underſtood the Perſian and Hindoſtany, (and Vanſittart was maſter of the former) 
ſpoke it ſo ſtrangely, and in ſuch;a tone of voice, that Mir-caſſem, N to underſtand 
* was obliged to make uſe af. a lioguiſt,. | 
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Engliſh: could not be brought to believe, that ſervants would dare to 
commit «ſuch. actions without their maſter's conſent; and they 


were ſtill more diſpleaſed at the apology. However, as the Nav- 
vab was offering many excuſes, they determined that the only 


method with him was, to put his words to the trial. With that 
view, Mr, Guliton and Captain Johnſton, got on horſeback at day=c 
break, as is the Engliſh cuſtom, and went out to take an airing and 
to ſee the country; but as, ſoon as they offered to go ſomewhat 
far; ſeveral foot-guards, ſtationed at that part, forbade their pro- 
ceeding that way; and ſome troopers, that ſuddenly appeared, op- 
poſed their paſſage. The Engliſh, accuſtomed to talk high, and 
to carry every thing with a high hand, forced their paſſage for- 
Wards. The guards incenſed, lighted up their matches, and put 
themſelves in a poſture of defence; and the Engliſh, after having 


attempted in vain to turn them, returned to town, and went directly 


to the Navvab's, Where they exhaled themſelves in exceſſiive com- 


plaints; and made uſe of ſeveral high expreſſions. The Navvab - 


flatly denied his having any hand in the matter, and excuſed his 
people: he alſo apologited for himſelf, and pretended his ignorance. 
But this did not perſuade any one of the Englithz nor was this 
duſt wiped off from their hearts; and tbis event having alienated 
their minds, their diſcontent ran higher and higher, and at laſt it un- 
dermined the wall of good will and ſincerity. The Navvab was eveyr 
day holding councils on theſe matters with his favourites; for in- 
ſtance, with Aaly- hibrahim-qhan, and with Mirza. ſhems· eddin · Thoſe 


men of ſenſe, always propoſed ſome expedient to renew the con- 


ferences, in order both to ſooth Mr. Amyatt's mind, and to pacify 


the Nayvab. + On my own part, as I laboured under the imputation 


of being in connection with tlie Engliſh, I did not dare to offer a 
word in their behalf; but being alſo intimate with Aaly- hibra- 
him-qhan, and with Mirza- ſhetns- eddin, 1 uſed to impart to them 


fuch expedients and notions of mine, as I thought; might conduce 
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to a good underſtanding, ar keep at a diſtance the ne 0 
hoſtility; and theſe were bon imparted to the Nav vab, hO always 


aſſented, but not for any length of time: for s ſœon ag it was 
four in the aſternoon, at which time Gurghin-· qhan uſed to come 
and ito engroſs him às late as nine o'clock at night, all was undone 
again; fo that he would efface himſelf every trace of thoſe lines, 


which his well-wiſhers had been at ſo much pains to trace on the 


glaſs of bis mind; and in the morning, not the leaſt veſtige of 
them could be diſcerned: inſtead of that, the General uſed to en- 
grave thereon his on infructuous perſuaſions; and that too, in ſuch 
deep characters, that no hand and no tool could efface them after- 
wards. This management took place ſo conſtautly, that once 
Aaly-hibrahim-qhan loſing all patience, wrote a note to the Nays 
vab in theſe very words: Since the advices and counſels offered by 
your well-wifhers, and which your mind approves," never fail in the 
evening io be obliterated by Gurghin-qhan's ſuggeſtions, is is need - 
leſs that either yaur Highneſs, ar your friends aud well-wiſhers, 


ſhould: fatigue themſelves any more upon an unfructuous ſubjecs: for 


in the end, we all find that nothiig is done, but what has been 
adviſed by Gurghin-qhan. Ii is then proper that this affair ſhould be 
wholly committed to his care, without giving farther trouble ie your 
can mind, as well as to every one of us on ſo diſagreeable a ſubject. 
Let us all do as he ſhall bid; (and this after all would be nothing 
novel) it is but what happens every day: In one word, (for we muſt 
end) wwe are unanimouſly of opinion, that if your princely. mind be for 


peact, Mr. Amyatt's heart ought not to be efirauged by actious and 
words that defogate from the high charafter which aur maſter 
bears: and, uf. - you be for a rupture, and for | purſuing a plan of 


military operations on Gurghin-qhan's ' notions and ſebemes, Hill, to 
diſoblige a man come on an embaſſy, is contrary io the: rules of 0a 
princely behaviaur,, and beneath the high dignity. of a ſouereign. Sa 


far from abating any thing from the regard and attention which it is 


cuſiomary 
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be en 1% pay rbr people of that nation, ave are of opinion” that 
fend addiifbnal toben of reſpelꝭ ought to he ſhewn them now, Werd 
it becauſe they are come under the ſafeguard of an embaſſy. Me ds 
not mean 10 fay "that the preparations intenaed for further hoſtilities 
ought 10 be alſeontinaed': on the contrary, they ought to go on. We 
tonthnd "ily, that ſuch aBtiotts as theſe men complain of, are not of 


a nature” 'ertber 16 add any thing to the terror of your name and 


power, or 40 detrabi any thing from their own dignity, er from the 
opinion they entertain of themſetves. All theſe can produte no other 
fruit, than that of enlarging the Joundation of enmity, and grolng 4 new 
wings to envy and jealouſy. 

Gurghin-qhan having ſome how got advice of this note of Kathi 
hibrahim-qhan' 8, took fence at it, and fof two or tliree days together 
he abſtained from coming to Court, It was Juſt at this time that a 
boat from Calcutta came to touch at Monghyr. She proved to be 
laden with a quantity of goods, under which were found five hundred 


fire-locks, deftined for the factory of Azimabad. Theſe Gurghin-qhan 


wanted to ſtop, whilſt Mr. Amyatt inſiſted upon the boar's being dif- 
miſſed without being o ſtopped or even ſearched; and to that forbearance 
the Gout would not liſten. Aaly-hibarhim-qhan objected to the boat's 
being ſtopped or viſited at all: he contended, 5 that if peace was in 
40 conternplation, there was no colour for ſtopping the boat; and'if hoſti- 
«& lities were in view, then he ſaw no great harm in adding five hun- 

4 dred more muſqquets to the two thouſand already , in the Engliſh 
= factory: for if we can fight againſt two thouſand, faid he, I dare 
% day we can as well fight againſt two thouſand five hundred.” To 


this the Navvab having ſaid that he wondered why nobody would ay 


ſo much to Gurghin-qhan himſelf, Aaly-hibrahim-qhan anſwered 
that if his Highneſs' $ pleaſure was, that ſo much ſhould be faid to 
Gurghin-qhan, it would prove a ſmall aff ir. The Navyab, a little af. 
cee by theſe words, deſired Radja- nobet- ay and Aaly-hibrahim-qhan 
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to go and bring Gurghin-qhan to Court as * intended & to conſult 
him on this ſubject. Tbe two Lords accepted the commiſſio n,and 

departed. - Gurghin-qhan on, hearing their errand, 1:emed-to be in a 

paſſion, and ſaid, My office is that of grand- maſter of che artillery; ; 
aud I am but a ſoldier; nor have I any buſine(s wich conſultations 

and politicks : let has Highneſs, confult with Th friends and favourites, 

& Whenever there is war, and Lam ſent to ſtand in ſome poſt, J hope, 
I ſhall not fail to do my dutyz but as for politieks, 1 know no- 
thing of them.“ The Rad ja obſerving. the violence of the man's 
temper, ſaid not a word, but turned his eyes towards Aaly-hibrahim- 
qhan. The Qhan having chided Gurghin- -ghan a little upon 
his ill humour, ſaid theſe very, words:“ The Nayyab-aali-dj4b alks 
as advice from his grand-maſter of artillery ; and it appears that he ne- 
« yer tranſacts buſmeſs without conſulting him: Why then does not 
„the grand- -maſter of the artillery give, ſuch advice as he, thinks beſt 
for his own honour, and for his maſter s ſervice? 7 Theſe words hav- 
ing ſome what pacified Gurghin- -qhan, he, turned himſelf towards 
Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, and raiſed both his hands, which he ſet open a- 
gainſt each other: he explained his thought by this compariſon or al- 
legory : |< The Navvab and the Engliſh, ſaid he, hand now in this 
manner : that is, they are upon a par and an equality, andon the ſame 
&« level; but if he does not fland firm, and chuſes to lower Lis tone 4 
40 little, (and here he ſunk his ri ight a little) the other hand 15100 remain 
« qwhere it is ; and of. courſe higher : if on the contrary his hand re- 
% mains where It is, the Engliſh hand muft fall lower, and the Nauvab 
e il remain with a ſuperiarityon his fide. As to.the reſt, let his High- 
«© neſs do as hepleaſes: be is the maſter. The envoys returned to the 
Navvab with this anſwer, and they reported the whole tranſaction. 
minutely ; but this opinion of the General's having put an end to all 


Lg 


* 
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thoughts about pacifications, nothing was thought of now but a rup- 


ture, and open hoſtilties 3 ; Jo that Mr. Amyatt finding it uſeleſs to 
make 
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10 any further ſtay, reſolved to return, and he took his leave. 
The Navvab at firſt wanted tokeep every oneofthe Englith, as hoſtages; 
at laſt, after a deal of parley, he conſented, to diſmiſs them all, under 
condition that Mr. Hay ſhould be detained at Monghyr, until Mirza- 
mahmed · aaly and ſome other of the Navvab's officers confined at Cal- 
cutta, ſhould be releaſed, and upon their way to Monghyr : at which 


— 2 — 


time he would releaſe Mr. Hay: the latter having conſented (and n 
this conſent of his became in the ſequel the cauſe of his death) Mr. 7 
Amyatt and the others obtained ohh and went N 8 we river in f N 
their boats, N 9 | 

zxp ep ur TENTH neren · O 
L 6 
17 
5 * 8 1 N 4 
Vor. I, „„ THE 


_ 
* — 

* £ 3 — 

— — — ſD:·— -- - Fo — — — 


238 


THE Rook MUTA'QHER1Nj OR, 


— 


SECTION. my or. "THE, SECOND: VOLUME, 


3 


ietiib * >THE 1160 to leb g 26116; 7 16 
ELEVENTH . .0F Tis $EIR MUTAQUERIN. 


« a 
- l „ 
4 - , f 4 © X, 4 © , * 14 1 8 1 | 
- th =_— SF * 


SUMMARY: "TO SECTION XI. 


1 fo wg 


THE E 1 7 commence 1 by "Anda ing . 2. plundering 


Azimabad.—This city, h oft and recovered for Mir-caſſem, . in one 
and the ſame day. — Mir-caſſem forced into a war, reſolves to puſh 
it with vigor.—A fracas in the council at Calcutta between Haſt- 
mgs and Batſon.—Battle of Cat8a, loft through the mijintelligence + 
that reigns amongſt Mir-caſſem's generals. —Mir-caſſem depoſed by 
the Engliſh, who bring back Mir-diagfrer-qban. — Mir-caſſem's army 
defeated at Gheriab. — Diſſentions in Mir-caſſem's councils.—The 


ftrong poſt at 8d8a, forced by the Engliſh —Gurg hin -an, his 


principal general, murdered.— All the En gliſb priſoners put to death 
by Mar-caſſem's ordern. ir-caſſem totally ruined, thinks of re- 


tiring in the Vezir's, «doninipns—Strongly diſſuaded by Mirza- 
nedjef-qhan, one of his commanders, —Mir-caſſem, furrounded by 


traitors, is promiſed an aſylum by perfides.— Revolution at P8raniah 
in favour of the Enghliſh.—Infamous hypocriſy of Mir-ſuleman, 
fleward and favourite of Mir-cafſem's. —Succeſsful expedition in the 


Bundelcund by that fugitive. The Vezir attacks the Enghſh with 
an army utterly ungovernable.—The Enghſh, in difireſs, retreat 
under the cannon of Azimabad.—Battle.—The Vezir's troops vi- 
gorouſly repulſed by Major Carnac.— The Emperor's negociation with 
the En ghſh, miſcurries.— Diſſentions between Mir-caſſem and the 
Vezir.— Mir- caſſem, in deſpair, turns fakir, —He is arreſtea and 


 fripped —Singular diſcourſe between Aaly-bibrabim-gban and the 
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 Vezir.—Odious charatter of old Mir- diafer, as well. as of Nande- 


comar, his miniſter.— Mir - diaafer * ſomewhat 4 Gentoo. Major 


5 Monro, General. A regiment of. 8 tpahees mutinies, and i i puniſhed. 
Singular behaviour of one of them, condemned to death. — Batile 
of Bacfar,” in which Shudja-ed-do81a- is undone.——Singular eſcape 


of Mir-caſſem's, then a priſoner of e eee JO la. wiſhes 


Ver a peace.—Propoſals of the Engliſh. Hie Pride greatly humbled, 
and pas ideas greatly altered. — Rejects the propoſals —The Engl 72 
puſh en the war. Beſege the fortreſs of Chunar-gur — Are re- 
pulſe Wed. Ras iſe the ſiege to march up to "the enen —The citadel of 
-\Dab-abed ſurrenders to the, Engliſh, | 235 conquer the whole of the 


Vexir's dommions. —The latter, Jomed by the Mar batta, Miaabr- 


149, advances towards the Engl 72 and is worſted after. a few ſſir- 
miſbes.— Singular ſpeech of Ahmed- qhan- bangaſh, to Sbudiabed- 
dogla, highly honourable to the Engl 72 —The garri -iſon of  Chennar 
furrenders to the Engli fp, —T, be Ve ezir. almo moſt alone, and without 
_ any ge- conduct, goes" to Major Cafnac's camp. where he is re- 
cCteived with reſpect.— Me Major | wins bis heart. —The Vezir con- 
©, Clues à peace with the Engliſh. He applies to ail bis relations and 
dependants for fome money, and is refuſed. b 'y all, and even by. his 
own mother.—But is generouſly affifted by Bir confort, whom he 
benorforword makes 0 t of all his i ſervings tha 


R. AMYATT, finding that none of his propoſals to the 
Navyvab had been accepted“, and that no care had been taken 


to give him ſatisfaction in any thing, deſcended towards Calcutta, 
K 9-35 doabacdh extremely 


— — —— . — * 


— 


It is very ſurprifing, and quite unaccountable, that the author all this while ſhould 
have only pats and that too yery confuſedly, chat the real ſubject of diſcontent and war 
a between 
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extremely diſcontented and mortified at the ſuceeſs of his embaſly ; 
but he had the attention to inform Mr. Ellis; that as no agreement 
* taken ns between the n and the n the conſe- 


quence 
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between the Knglih and Mir-eafſew, To the very day of the ane of "RY, or, at 
leaſt, as late as that period, the Company” $ .trade, the only one deemed mentioned in the 
Ferman, or Imperial charter, had been held facred by. Mir-cafſem ; but the Engliſh, who, 
before the battle of Palaſſy had never had a boat-load of private trade, now covered all the 
rivers, and all the waters of Bengal, with their fleets, trading duty free, upon ſuch articles 
as afforded a certain ſubſiſtence to a multitude of natives, and a large revenue to the govern- 
ment cuſtom-houſes.; ſuch as tobacco, ſalt, beetle - nut, grain, &c. 8&c. an exemption, 
which by aunulling the trade of the natives, gave a mortal ſtab to the finances of govern- 
ment: Nor were the moderate Engliſh themſelves, averſe from acknowledging the Nav- 


vab's ſupremacy on that private trade of theit's, ſo lately {ct up; and ſuch were Vanſittart 


and Haſtings, who contended that, at the time of the Imperial charter, and for ages after, 


not one boat of private Evgliſh trade having had an exiſtence in the country, that article of 


courſe was out of all queſtion ; and, that the leaſt that the council could do, in juſtice to 
their owners, and to the Navvab, was to avoid, by all means, involving the nation in a 
war for ſuch private concerns ; it being ſafer and better to accept that licence for private 
trade, as a favour from government, or rather from the preſent complexion of the times, 
and to pay duty accordingly. Such an extenſion of the obvious ſenſe of the Ferman, an- 
ciently given in favour: of the Evglith, was certainly a great condeſcenſion, as it put thoſe 
foreigners upon a footing with the natives themſelves. The fact is however, that in reality, 
and with the condition, in appearance, fubmitted to by Vanſittart, but in reality annexed 


| thereto by that governor, che Rugliſh bad « complete advantage over the natives: for, 


whilſt theſe were liable to that infinity of ſmall duties and ſtoppages over the waters of Ben- 
gal, (duties, which independently of the ſtoppages, amounted altogether to full 25 per 
cent.) the Engliſh themſelves were only to pay 10 per cent. for once and all; and that duty 
once paid, their boats were exempted from all further ſtoppages and ſearches ; an exemption 
hich cannot be rated at leſs than ten per cent. more; ſo, that whilſt the Company's public 


trade remained free, boundleſs, and ſacred, the private trade of their ſervants, which to 


that day had never exiſted, was admitted as lawful under the ſingle duty of ten per cent. 
which ten per cent. would, in time, become only nominal. 

Nothing can give a better infight into the temper of the Engliſh of thoſe times, and of 
Mir-caſſem-qhan's ſubtle and extenſive genius in particular, than the following fact, which 
I find but ſlightly mentioned i in all the papers of thoſe times, or that are relative to that 
period: The Navvab, to get rid of the perſecutions of the Engliſh on their private trade, 

at ouce took to the bold and compreheuſive expedient of publiſhing all over Bengal, a 
general abolition of all cuſtom-houſes, tolls, and fees; and of granting a general indiſ- 
-erimioate exemption to all traders whatſoever. Could any thing be fairer with regard to 
the Engliſh ? You avant only to pay a ſmall duty at Hoogly, Dacra, Patna, & c. &c. I grant 
your demand, and add a great deal more : ay none at all. I have ſuppreſſed ali duties whatever all 


er 
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quence would be a rupture with hoſtilities: Be therefore, ſaid he, 


upon your guard in matters of war; and do not fail in ſeize ſuch an 


opportunity as may offer. As Mr. Ellis. himſelf had his heart full 


| againſt 


„ 
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ever Bengal ; nor dher there exiſt now @ fingle object for our quarrelling together. Here the Navvab 


ſuſpected that the general exemption would infallibly favour only his own ſubjects, who? 
living and ſubſiſting fo much on a lower ſcale than the Engliſh, would infallibly underſell 
them in all the markets, and of courſe, expel them from every where. But this was et 
once gueſſed by the Engliſh of thoſe times; who, in full council had the front to contend, 
that in order to comply. fully with the ſenſe and ſpirit of their Ferman or charter, the Naw- 
vab ought to free all Engliſh trade, (to wit, their private trade, as an exempiion for the Coin - 
pany's trade was admitted on all hands) 2 fee it, I ſay, from all duty and all fbackles whatever, 
abi he ſhould be bound to continue them on his own ſubjets. An extravagant and tyran» ically 
abſurd propoſition this ! That a ſovereign prince ſhould have no right to grant to his own 
ſubjects, an exemption claimed, and at laſt obtained, by foreigners. Vanſittart and Hafl- 
ings contended, that it was unworthy the dignity of the Engliſh Government, to make 
ſuch a propoſal, and ſhocking to go to war for it. Batſon and Johnſtone, with Amyatt and 
his party, ſerioufly .contended that the Navwab had not ſuch a right; and it was becaute Van- 


ſittart and Haſtings declared they could not think of ſetting down ſuch a propoſal, that the 


latter was ſaluted with the atrocious ſarcaſm : That ſuch a reluctance, aud ſuch an objeftion, 


would fuit better a vakeel or agent of the NavvaP's, than a member of this board, As if by law aud 


charter, as well as convenience, every member of ſuch a board had been under an abſolute 
obligation of being extravagantly abſurd, and tyrannically overbearing ; of arrogating 
every thing to themſelves, and denying every thing to others, that is, of (rampling Wer 
f oot the moſt obvious and moſt acknowledged rights of mankind, 

This was the ſtate of things for which Vanfittart and Haſtings contended ; chte was the 
cauſe of that ſhocking frucas which happened in that aſſembly, otherwiſe ſo auguſt; and 
this was the reaſon of that animoſity of all the council apainſt them, This condeſcenſiou 
of their's gave riſe to that calumny, ſo univerſally calked of in thoſe times, as if they had 
fold themſelves to Mir-cafſſem for twenty-two lacs of rupees; a ſum, which after all, is 


but one fourth of thoſe princely fortunes which we have ſcen fo often ſince that time, But 


the fact is, that thoſe men who contended for ſo reaſonable a ſubmiſſion, (aud they traded 
themſclves largely) and had conſtantly refuſed to involve the nation in à war for fuck 
triffing concerns, now were branded with ſuch an atrocious imputation ; and yet thoſe two 
men went to Europe in indifferent circumſtances : Haſtings was poor, literally ſo: and 


Vanfittart was far from being rich. Nine or ten lacs could not be deemed a fortune for a 


man, who had brought a lac into Bengal, aud had, for four years together, enjoyed — 
talary of two lacs and a half. p: 

All theſe matters were known to a few at the time; but they came fully to light when Van- 
ittart landed in England, and when affaulted by an infinity of calumuies, he made t he Direc- 
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ſevere as they are, produced a complete effect, although they have gone far that way. 
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againſt the Navvab, and he reckoned it for certain, that on Mr. 
Amyatt's making his report to the counſellors of their party, now- 


the majority of Calcutta, the council would not fail to declare war 


againſt that prince, and to make every effort to drive him out of 
his dominions; he on his ſide prepared himſelf underhand for the 


event; and being certain of the day on which Mr. Amyatt had 


departed from Monghyr, he, by calculating in how many days 
more he might be out of the reach of the Navvab's forces, rightly 


concluded that he muſt be now. arrived in Calcutta; and he 
reſolved on ſuch a concluſion, to attack Mir-mehdi-qhan, and to 


ſurprize the city of Azimabad, where that officer commanded. A 
ſhort note was therefore written to Major Carſtairs, who was at the _ 


head of all the Engliſh troops in the environs, to deſire his manag- 


ing in ſuch a manner, as that his people ſhould all be aſſembled at 


the Engliſh factory in the chens. in order to aſſault the gages of 


— 


tors underſtand, and with. them the whole nation, that what Amyatt's party in all their 


public and private letters, conſtantly called the Eng// trade, was nothing elſe * the 


. privaze, trade of their own party, ſet upſtheſe four or five years paſt, 


It muſt be added, that nothing was.more common then, than to ſee Engliſh agents of 


all colours and denominations, (and they ſwarmed then in every part of Bengal) take up 
the farm of a town, mart, village, or diſtrict, hoiſt up the Engliſh flag on it of their own 
private authority, pay to the Nav vab ſuch a rent as they choſe to part with, keep the reſt to 
themſelves, and act meanwhile as the moſt relentleſs rapacious tyrants: ſetting at defiance 
the Navyab's authority every where, and in every inſtance. Nor are. all theſe allegations 


a vain declamation : as ſoon as the Engliſh themſelves became maſters of the country, and 
took poſſeſſion of it in their own names, the evils ſo much complained. of by the Navvab 


as unſufferable, having come home to themſelves, they firſt of all aboliſhed all exemption of 
duties, as granted once to their own ſervants; that is, they abohſhed, as ſovereigns, the 


very exemption for which they had gone to war, as merchants ; and even this law having 
proved far from adequate to the evil, the Company's ſervants, or their dependants, having it 
in their power to evade its operations in a thouſand obvious ways, the hatchet at laſt was 
brought forth, and put to the root of the tree. Their ſervants were ſtrictly forbidden from 
trading directly or indirectly, in the inland country, in any article whatever; and ſtrict 
injupctions were given to the governors in India, for preventing their being concerned as 
farmers or leſſees of any duty, town, village, or diſttict, whatever : nor have thoſe two laws, 


the 
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the city at day - break: he, at the ſame time, prepared a number 
of ladders of bamboo(':8), and of wood; and he wrote to Doctor Cans 
Fullarton, who lived in the middle of the city, to deſire his atten- het ities by 


dance. The Doctor, who knew nothing of the ſcheme, obeyed "pn MY 
the order; but, on being arrived at the factory, he ſoon ſaw what of Adkins. 


was going forward. Of all theſe preparatives, the Governor, Mir- ö 
mehdy-qhan, tras completely ignorant: he lived in the citadel, 
which is at the other extremity of the city, and was actually faſt 
aſleep at the moment of the attack; and, as to the garrifon and 
the troops deſtined to watch the walls of the city, every one of 
them, in compliance with that inveterate cuſtom of neglect and 
ſupineneſs that has now taken place in theſe countries, and to which 
people never fail to conform themſelves, was either unarmed and faſt 

| aſleep upon the walls, or living unconcernedly in his own home; in- 
ſomuch, that there was hardly a man to oppoſe ſome defence, 
whether officer or ſoldier. The Engliſh, ſetting out of their fac- 
tory at the riſing of the morning ſtar, applied their ladders to that 
tower which was cloſe to Mir-abdollah's houſe, and to the Engliſh 
factory, and got ſilently and cou rageouſly upon the wall, It was 
on a Friday morning, the 12th of the month Zilhidj, in the year 
of the Hegira 1176. the few ſoldiers of the garriſon, Who, on 
| account of the neighbourhood of the Engliſh factory, appeared to - 
be ſtill there, having taken to their arms, wounded ſome Engliſh * 
ald Talingas, and then fled: ſo, that the Engliſh were left 
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(118) * The 3 called e by the natives, how to be admirably fie ed by nature 


for a ladder, there being nothing of 1'ts lightneſs ſo ſtrong and fo tough, as that reed. A 
bamboo of 100 feet in length, upon five or ſix inches in diameter, at the bottom; or of 130 
feet 1 in length, upon ſeven or eight ! in diameter, at the bottom, (and we have ſeen and mea» 
fured fuch bamboos) may be eaſily carried by one weak man. This bleſſing, which has been 
denied to our whole continent, has been plentifally beſtowed on all the countries from the 
Indus to China, and to the ocean, This ſingular production, by its root and knots, re- 
ſembles arecd ; and by its leaf, loftineſs, and branching out, reſembles a tree: it is the 
N tranſition between the reed kind and the tree kind. 
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mafters of the ramparts; and they deſcended: in two hides within | 
the city, directing their march towards the citadel.” One body ad- 
vanced firing, along the main ſtreet and the ſeveral markets; and 
the other marched along the catra and the ftreet of the Divan's 
quarter, firmg all the way occaſionally. Mir-mehdi-qhan, and 
the other officers, awakened from their fleep and ſupineneſs by the 
report of the cannon and muſquetry, aſſembled what troops they 
could in that moment of ſurpriſe and trepidation ; and, half aſleep, 
they advanced to oppoſe the enemy, whom they met at the head of 
the ſtreet Corhatta; and there, as ſoon as the Engliſh had fired a 
volley amongſt them, with a few grape-ſhot, which wounded 
Mahmed-amin-qhan, with many others, the reſt loſt courage and 
fled, leaving Mir-mehdy-qhan, and Sheh-bereket-aaly, and Mir- 
mahmed-amin-qhan, with the ſhame of ſo ſudden a defeat. The 
latter, in deſpair of ſuch a diſgrace, fled towards the Eaſtern gate, 
and wanted to go to Monghyr. Sheh-berket-aaly, confounded at 
this ſudden revolution, made the beſt of his way towards the 
. Rani's wicket, and fled along the water ſide, without knowing 
wWhither he was going. But, Mahmed-amin, although wounded, 
Ober zt repaired to the Chehel-ſ$t$n, (a building of ſtone, raiſed by the 
deere in late Zin-eddin-ahmed-qhan) ſhut up the gate, and, with the few 
fue dy. followers he could muſter off fo ſudden an a he prepared 
to defend himſelf. At the fame time the Gentoo Colonel, Laal- 
fing, having aſſembled his people, ſhut up the gate of the citadel, 
and commenced firing, reſolved to ſtand his ground. The fame. 
reſolution was alſo taken in the Chehel-ſ 8t8n, from Des balls 
now commenced rain ing on all ſides. | 
We have faid, that the Engliſh left in oodfetion of the le 
had ſpread themſelves all over the city and its ramparts, from the 
Weſtern, up to the Eaſtern gate; nor was any appearance of re- 
fiſtance to be ſeen any where, but at the citadel and at the Chehel- 
stan: all the reſt being taken poſſeſſion of by the Engliſh, and as 
| far 
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far ks twelve o'clock; thelt Talingas, together with their harcaras 
and loech-chas) 119%, who had diſperſed themſelves every where, 


leiſurely pluondered the houſes of the citizens, without leaving in ſome 
of them ſo much as a bit of ſtraw: a treatifient'the- more ſtrange, 
as it had never been experienced from any Engliſh army, Mir- 
mehdi-qhan; the Governor, was all this while on his way to Mon- 
ghyr, and he had already reached” Fatwa(!2®), when he was met 
there by a body of troops that had been ſent from Monghyr to ſup- 
port him, and to re. nforce his garriſon. The commanders of thoſe: 


| troops, RO | ee Fg i in TOI they faw-/Mehdi- 


citade), and at the Chehcl-18i8n,; and Rich they ceſdlied to 
recover the eity out of the hands of the Engliſh,” Inſtantly they 
ſet out, marched expeditiouſly, and taking their route by the water- 
ſide, they ina couple of hours arrived at the foot of the tower cal- 
led the Seyds, where they ſuddenly made their appearance. It was 
at the eaſtern gate, which they 'piepared to aſſault directly. The 
Englich, without being diſmayed, opened the gate, placed two 
pieces of cannon upon the bridge that croſſed the fofle, and ranging 
themſelves in a line, they prepared to receive the enemy. It muſt 
he obſerved, that Mir-nafler, who. commanded the rocket- men, hav- 
ing out mirched General Marcar, the Armenian, was already arrived 
at Fatwa, with his two colleagues, Djaafer-qhan, and Aalem-qhan, 
from whencehe had brouglit back the Governor of the city. Theſe offi- 
cers having put themſelves at the head of their men, attacked the Eng- 


liſh with a A of rockets and muſquetry, and inſtantly broke 
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5 19) Such is the name given te a rabble, nithous houſe 0 or home, and even widow: any 
can, 5; yore nan. they dare not, by begging, cutting graſs for the. cavalry or briogiog 


fucl-wood. 
(120) Fatwa is . at ſour coſſes Bon Auimabad to "Patna, with ! A bridge over the 


Poon-poon, a muddy deep river, that falls below it in. the Ganga, 
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their line, The Engliſh. retreated; but, being diſheartened * their 
loſs, they thruſt an iron needle into the touch-hole of each of the two 
guns, and diſperſed, for their lives. The Governor, animated by this 
ſucceſs, exhorted the three commanders that were with him, to make 
uſe of the occaſion, and to purſue hotly : and this putſuit had a. full 
effect. On hearing of tbis diſaſter of the Engliſh, even the other 


troops, that were yet ſtationed on the towers and ramparts, were 


confounded, loſt their wonted firmneſs, and fled on all ſides: vie- 
tory declared for Mir-· caſſem · qhan's people, and the ramparts and 
towers were cleared and recovered in one and the ſame day 

The diſperſed Engliſh, quitted the city, and aflembled again at 
their factory, which they put in a tate of defence; whilſt the enemy 
lodging themſelves on the tower oppoſite to it, and on the berme 
which reigns about the Birbanna ſmall gate, commenced, pouring 
a hot fire, The Engliſh, finding themſelves tos much expoſed to 
it, reſolved; with Mr. Ellis at their head, to quit the place, and, in 
the night time, they reſolved to retreat to Banky-poor( tz), theit old 
encampment: but this was put out of their power. Marcar, the 
Armenian, arriving at this time with ſix regiments of diſciplined 
Talingas, and eight field pieces, joined the Governor and the others, 
and determined to purſue: the Engliſh at..day-break. But Mr. 
Ellis, who had now loſt all courage, not chooſing to ſtand: his ground 
even there, reſolved to fly farther, as far as Chapra, by water, and 
from thence to croſs the Serd)8, which is the boundary of the 
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(121) The author betrays here and there much neglect about facts, which he had it in 
his power to inveſtigate fully; or elſe, he ſeems ſtrangely prejudiced againſt the Armenians 
in general. It was Marcar who propoſed attacking the Engliſh, without giving them time 
to breathe, This Armenian had ſerved in Holland, and in more than one occaſion has 
approved himſelf poſſeſſed of a very eminent qualification in a general: taking his party 
fuddenly, in ſudden emergencies. He is now in Calcutta, ſubſiſting upon the' benevolence 
of his Swe He is s nol! Jophing Fare man?; very ſtrong, _ | . 
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two ſoobahs, or provinces, intending to take ſhelter in Shudjah-ed- 
<681a's dominions: but even that could not be effected. One Ram- 
nedy, Fodjdar of the diſtrict of Arun, an ungrateful Bengaly, 
who owed much to the Engliſh, had the confidence to attack the 


_ fugitives, whilſt Sumro, with ſome regiments of Talingas, crofſed 


over from Baeſar to ſupport him. This ſight having totally daunted 
Mr. Ellis and his followers, the Engliſh, who were now quite 
diſpirited, or rather had been overtaken by their fate, thought pro- 
per to ſurrender priſoners, although they had ſtill three battalions of 
Talingas, and might have done many things. Intelligence of this 
ſucceſs having reached the Navvab, it raiſed his pride to a height, 
and gave much additional ſtrength to Gurghin-qhan's influence- arid 
credit. It was noon-day when he had received intelligenee of tlie 
Engliſh having ſeized the city of Azimabad, and expelled Mehdy- 
qhan; and ſuch an intelligence had nearly killed him; when lo! 
about twelve hours after, in the middle of the night, another 
letter came, that mentioned how the Governor, having been met by 
the re · inforcement intended for his gatriſon, had put himſelf at the 
head of thoſe troops, and had recovered the city with a great 
ſlaughter of the Engliſh: this ſudden intelligence revived the Nav- 
vab's ſpirits, The Navvab's ſoul, which was juſt going to quit 
his body; recovered its ſeat, and gave him a new life. It was 
now paſt mid-night : inſtantly. he ordered the military muſic to 
ſtrike up, and its ſound awakened the whole town of Monghyr. 
As ſoon as it was day-break, every one of thoſe in his ſervice made 


haſte to offer their congratulations; and the gates of the public hall 
being ſet open, he received the nuzzurs and compliments of his 


whole court. It happened, that as Mir-abdollah was ſtill at Mon- 
ghyr, from whence: the-Navvab had not given him leave to return 
to Azimabad, "Jeſt his friendſhip with the Engliſh. might prompt 


him to introduce them into that city through” his houſe, which 


1 took him with we, and We. went together. 
This 
prince, 


Was cloſe to the walls; 
to, pay our reſpects, and to offer our nuzzurs to the Nayvab, 
12 
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prince, fixing his eyes upon Mir-abdollah, ſpoke theſe very words ; 
Pray, did you not ſay, that the Engliſh could eat men alive at one 
mouthful, and that no one could fand in their preſence? Turning 
then towards mes he added: Your friend, the Doctor, can uſe his 
n very il: ina very firange' manner, indeed : be bas in- 
troduced troops ſecretly through his houſe ;" and it is he that has 
given riſe to thoſe difturbances, which you have doubtleſs heard of. | 
„„ And who am I, my Lord Navvab,” anſwered I quickly, * to 
be ſo great a friend of theirs? The Doctor was an acquaintance 
of your Highneſs, and your friend; and it becomes us, your 
* ſervants, to be friends of their maſter's friends, as well as 
„enemies to his enemies. If the Doctor be your friend, his friend I 
e am from that moment; and if he be your enemy, I become his 
+ mortal enemy likewiſe, from that moment.“ The Navyab made 
no reply ; but, at the end of the public audience, he wrote eireu- 
lar letters throughout his dominions, by which he informed his of- 
ficers of this event, and gave them notice of the rupture between 
him and the Engliſh, 3 as of the proofs they had furniſhed 
of their hatred and enmity to him: commanding them, at the ſame 
tmie to put thoſe perfides to the ſword where ever they ſhould find 
them. It is uncertain whether he may have compriſed in this or- 
der, Mr. Amyatt himſelf, with all thoſe of his retinue; or whe⸗- 
ther thoſe that killed that ill-fated; man, availed themſelves of the 
general order, arrived at Moorſhoodabad(iaa). This much is certain, that 
he was ſurrounded by nnn 8 e and by choſe 
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| (122) What to think of this narrative of our author's, but that he was then far from 

the ſcene, of action, or poſſibly wrote this narrative ſome years later? The Navvab's order 

being to ſend Amyatt with his retinue to Monghyr, Mahmed-taky-qhan betook himſelf 

; to the following expedient, to execute the commiſſion with eaſe, and without tumult : 
s Being then encamped on the Bagraty, between Moorſhoodabad and Caſſimbazar, as ſoon as 
1 the boats were deſcried, he ſent his friend and ſteward, Aga-alli-toork, to invite Amyattito- 
N - ane Amyart n bimſelf, and continued pulling i in the middle of the 
384 Gin 3143 OT] CIUSSUM Th 11 oa: 4 ee. 
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of Sheh-ſavar-beg, who hacked him to pieces, "with all the other 


Engliſh on board, although he made entreaties for his being ſent 
alive to their maſter. But, thoſe impudent wretches proved deaf to 
his prayers, and cutting his head off, they ſent it to the Navvab. 
This event happened on a Thurſday, the 18th of Zilhidj, in the 
Year 1176, of the Hegira: the very day when, according to a 
general report, the Engliſh factory at Caſſimbazar had been plun- 
bered by the Navvab's people. | 

Mir-caflem-qhan, convinced now that all was over with the Eng- 
liſh, and that there was no other party to take with them but that 
of war, ſent a large detachment under three commanders to Moor- 
ſhoodabad, with orders to oppoſe the Engliſh, Jointly with Mah- 
med-taky-qhan, who had inſtructions to effect a junction with them; 
and, after having received whatever he ſhould want from Seyd- 
Mahmed-qhan, the deputy Governor of that city, to adyance to 


Palaſſy, and Catwa, in order to be at hand to oppoſe the Engliſh, 
whenever they ſhould come out of Calcutta. This detachment 


was commanded by Djaafer-qhan, Aal-m-qhan, and Mir-haibet- 
ollah. On this order, Mahmed-taky-qhan, quitted Birbohom, at 
the head of the troops he had trained, and he encamped at Catwa. 
So CR pected a cataſtrophe, and fo ſudden a change, could not 
fair of exciting a great ferment at Calcutta: Governor Vauſittart, 
ſapppointed and confounded beyond meaſure, wrote a | threateming 
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that the entertainment being ready, the General would think himſelf grieved by the diſap- 


pointment. Amyatt, having again excuſed himſelf, the- envoy returned; and, on - his 
landing, the boat-men were hailed from ſhore, and ordered to bring to. This order was 


anſwered by two muſket- balls, and then by a volley, which being anſwered from 
ſhore, the boats wore' iminediately boarded, and ſuch a ſcene of | laughter enſued, as: 


is hardly: to be deſeribed: as Amyatt, by his eternal inſtigations, as well as by his 
very baughty temper, was reputed the author of the rupture. All theſe particulars I know 
from the r-port chen general; from Aga-ally, who has been my friend* and neighbour, for 


full ſixteen years; from the ſecretary and ſervants of the General's; and laſtly, from three 


women, {xom among the five ſets of dance-girls, that had been aſſembled on the occaſion. 


letter 
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letter to Seyd-mahmed-qhan, to inquire how the murder of that 


unfortunate man had come to be perpetrated almoſt under his eyes. 
The letter, Wk other matters, contained theſe verſes of the 
poet's: 

* Amidſt all the diſſentions of mighty kings and boy for e- 

„ reigus, 
« We never heard that any injury has been offered to an 
«© embaſſador.“ 

The purport of the letter was this: That if the ae bad 

« been perpetrated by his own management, or that of his depen- 


„ dants, the puniſhing of it would, of courſe, be entered on his 


e and their account: but, that if it had been done by orders from 
&« their maſter, then let us ſee,” ſaid the writer, what the Su- 
e preme Diſpoſer of events ſhall bring to paſs between the Engliſh 
„and the Navvab.” As ſoon as the letter was diſpatched, the 
counſellors of Calcutta, all incenſed to the higheſt degree, aſſembled 
in the council chamber ; and after ſeveral dialogues of the moſt in- 
flammatory kind, they accuſed Vanſittart, as being Mir-caflem- Aham 8 
patron and protector: but, as the latter happened to be out of 
order that day, and abſent, Mr. Huſhtin, a member, with whom 
he had but one heart and one tongue, was deſired to make an apo- 
logy in his name, to the council afſembled, and to. ſpeak in his 
ſtead. But, on his taking his ſeat, and making the apology, the 
other counſellors, already alienated, at once attributed this abſence 
to the Governor's conſciouſneſs, and to his ſenſe of ſhame :' they 
loaded him with the bittereſt reproaches; and, as they had come 
with full intention to declare war, and ſeemed exceedingly paſſionate 
and out of temper, they forgot themſelves fo far, as to drop forme 
improper expreſſions, highly. injurious to the Governor and Mr. 
Huſhtin. The latter, otherwiſe a very quiet man, would not put up = 
with ſuch a ; and high v e of mutual Een paſſed be- 
| | N cont z tween 


nN 


1414 


VIEW, OF, MODERN TIMES, , _—_Y 


tween him and Mr. Batſon('24),, Vanſittart no ſooner, heard of this 
diſpute, than he haſtened to the council in the very undreſs, and in 
) that weak ſtate of body, in which he happened to be; and, taking 
his ſeat, he aſked them what they wiſhed to be done, and what was 
their pleaſure The anſwer he received was unanimous. Thoſe 
men, who all along had been. ſo cloſely linked with his oppoſers ; 
who were no leſs incenſed againſt their own governor, than againſt 
the Navvab; and, whoſe wounds had been lately beſprinkled with falt, 
by. Amyatt's murder, and Ellis's captivity; thoſe men exclaimed out 
with . one voice; and all, without minding either time or perſon, 
clamoured. aloud, that their only wiſh was to revenge Mr. Amyatt's 
death on Mir-cafſem's perſon, and. to puniſh that vindictive man for 
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(124) If we remember rightly, the author has committed here an anachroniſm of ſome months. 
As ſoon as news came to Calcutta, that the Navvab, to rid himſelf of the exhorbitant de- 
mands of the Engliſh, who inſiſted on an unlimited freedom of trading every where, and 

and in every article, duty free ; (not excepting grain, ſalt, tobacco, and beetle-nut, wares 
which they had never dated to meddle with); that the Navvab, I ſay, had come to the 
reſulution of quaſhing the whole difference at once, by publiſhing a total freedom of duty 
for all boats whatever, of what nation or denomination ſoever: the council of Calcutta, 
now compoſed almoſt totally of Amyatt's party, aſſembled, and vigorouſly objected to that 
unlimited freedom, granted to all nations, as being of a nature to wrong: the -Engliſh trade, 
(this being the cant word) and it meant the Company's trade, which, by the bye, was 
totally unconcerned in the different and its conſequences, They inſiſted that ſuch an 
unlimited; exemption was contrary to the intereſts of the nation, as well as to the ſpirit of 
their ferman, unliſi he continued to exact rigourous duties on his own ſubjefts, and on all foreigners, 
leaving, at the ſame time, an unlimited freedom to every thing that ſhould carry an Engliſb flag, This 
pretenſion, ſtruck with amazement both Vanfittart, and Warren Haſtings, which latter was then 
youngeſt member of the council x he obſerved, that there was xo colour of reaſon for requeſting. 
of a ſoutreign prince, that he ftould refrain from doing good to his own fubjets. This obſervation 
_ was taken up by Stanlake Batſon, who, [inſtead of refating it, anſwered that, “ Such a-re- 
« flection became much better the agent of the Navvab's, than a member of this board.“ 
Haſtings replied, * That none but ra/cals could hold ſuch à language. The reply produced a 
blow: but they were ſoon parted, In the evening Haſtings ſent a challenge to Batſon: 
the parties met: they fought, and both miſſed their antagoniſt, - The ſeconds interpoſed, by 
engaging Batſon to make a conceſſion ; and this affair was put an end to, by two common 
friends, Others denied that a duel had taken place; but all agreed that a challenge was 
ſent by Haſtings, and that conceſſions were made by Batfons 1 1 © oo 
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his cruelty. In a ſeene of ſo much violence and avimbſiry, Vane 


ſittart had the preſence of mind to preſerve his temper! He pro- 
duced a note, in which he obſerved, That Mr. Ellis, with a 
„ multitude of Engliſhmen, officers, | civilians; aud ſoldiers, being 


in Mir-caflem's power, no doubt could be entertained, but all 
{+ theſe unfortunate” men would be made away- with, the moment a 


„ the Navvab ſhould know for certain that an army had come ove | 


« of Calcutta for his ruin. I it not then proper and prudent, 4 


added the Governor, to endeavour. to oP! _ ; cranks terms: * with 


T8 4% 


«6 bude out of his hands"; 1 which, it wobl be time 10 


« zroceed on projets of war and revenge?” This reaſonable” 
ſpeech made no effect; and, as the counſellors greatly ſuſpected 
their Governor, and thought themſelves lo certain of his being 
Mir-caflem's protector, that they aſcribed to artifice and to deügn 
the temporiſing party he Had juſt now propoſed, they roſe up in tlie 
utmoſt violence of paſſion, and taking the paper on which Vanſittart 


had written his propofal, they added at the bottom of it, 7. hat were 


all the 'priſoners to a man killed by Mir-caſſem, they would nat for. 
a moment rrerde from their pro pꝛſed revenge, or ever come to terms: of 
accommodation with bim. Aſter ſaying fo much, they all put. their 
names to it. The Governor having peruſed the paper, which re 
in the ſequel the main voucher that cleared his character, folded it 
down, and put it in his pocket: he added, that now that their _ 
was taken, it was incumbent upon them all to go immediately to 
Mir-djafer-ghan” J lodgings. in order to proclaim. that prince, as en- 
throned in Mir-caſſem's ſtead; after which, it would be expedient 
to ſend him up to Moorſhoodabad with the Engliſh army. This ſaid, 


he got up, and taking all the members with him, he went to Mir- 
 djaafer-qhan's, and offered, bim the ſovereignty of Bengal, and the 


ſervices of the Engliſh forduat The N avvab, after ſome canrerfuten 
| _ 
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* FOTO ' conſented to weſuins the ſovereignty, But it was 
under ſeveral conditions: and theſe with ſeveral reſpective ſtipula- 
tions were ſet to writing, and confirmed by oaths on both ſides. 
A few days after, the Engliſh army having made all its prepatatives, 
came out of Calcutta, and marched againſt Mir-cafl:m- -qhan®*, whoſe 


ſtanding the conſiderable advantage he had gained over Mr. Ellis. 
This unfortunate man was now ſent to Mongbyr, with all 
bis followers, and all the artillery, arms and effects that had 


and the Navvab made him over to Ferhad-aalt's care, but took 
the ſoldiers and other people under his own management, after 
having confined them in a place adjoining his own palace, Ag 
to the other Engliſh ſeized all over the country, and whom he had 
ordered to be put to the ſword every where, the order was not lit- 
terally executed: for numbers of them were ſpared and their fate 
remained in ſuſpence, untill the Navvab's people finding that the 


fortune, from that moment, ſeemed to verge to its decline, notwith- 


been taken, either in the factory, or in camp, or at Backy-pSr;. 


— 
3 
| PE 


Engliſh army was acquiring a ſuperiority, diſmifled every one of 


them under hand; but ſome of the Navvab's officers, who lived far 
towards the eaſt, and at a diſtance from the Engliſh army, executed 
the order rigorouſly; and like men blinded by fate, they put their 


* . 
2 


17 3) It is a f. el known that a few hoe a'ter the viſit, ſeveral nongle of the better 
ſort both Engliſh and vatives affirmed that on the Governer's going away he wiſhed 
the old Nayvab joy, for, or as the Perlian has it, he gave him the good wwind of the ſo- 


wereignty of Bengal. Much obliged to you, anſwered the old man, and in return I give you 


the good awind of ſeveral hundreds of Engliſh made priſoners, or maſſacred. 


This army, which did not amount to a thouſand healthy Engliſh, was command- 


ed, by Major Adams,” and under him, by Mejor Carnsc; and as perſonal anecdotes 
will give a thoroogh inſig ht on the temper of thoſe times, thoſe two commanders, 
who had that day dined at the houſe of a conſiderable merchynt (Mr. Beaumont) hav- 
ing. eg et up immediately aſter the deſſert, ſhook: ha!:ds with the company, and then 
amongſt themſelves, proteſt nz that if ever they came back, it would be after hav 
ing fully 20g the Eos cauſe, Afer his animating ſceue, . ſet out together 


for, tho army. 


Vor. Il. „ 1 vnfortunate 
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unfortunate priſoners to death. As to thoſe confined at Monghyr, 
they were all under the care of Sheh-ferhad-aaly and Gurghin-qhan, 
and watched with the greateſt attention. One day Doctor F ullarton, 
who was one of them, ſent me word, requeſting my iutereſt with 
the Navvab, as he ſuffered hardſhips in confinement. The man 
had certainly a right to avail himſelf of my credit, ſuch as it was, 
not only as being my particular friend, but alſo as having confered 
favors upon me in his time, and rendered me important ſervices; 
it even became a piece of policy in me to ſpeak in his behalf, as I 
| doubted not but the Navvab was by the time informed that the 
| Doctor's man had been with me; and it was certain that unleſs I pre- 
vented his ſuſpicions, by informing him of the motiveof the meſſage, he 
would make a mighty affair of it. L therefore went to court, and 
ſupplicated that prince on the Doctor's behalf, explain ing my own 
caſe at the ſame time; I have no objection, ſaid the Nauvab, to your 
interference: it is for a friend: there. is no harm in yaur taking 
notice of his difireſs at ſuch a time as this. The Navvab ſpoke this 
indeed, but it was from the lip outwards : for he thereby reflected 
obliquely on my connections with the Engliſn. I anſwered, My 
Lord Navvab, the Doctor is flill more a friend of your High- 
« neſs than he is of mine: and you were ſtudious to oblige him. 
« It is for that reaſon I have ſupplicated you in his behalf; pleaſe 
your Highneſs to inform me what favour you chooſe to confer 
% upon him, that I may act accordingly. If he be your culprit, 
= I have nothing to ſay.to him: do with him as you ſhall think 
« beſt.” At theſe laſt words he ſmiled, and calling for Sheh-ferhad- 
| aaly, he looked at him full in the face; and then taking a ſerious 
air, „the Doctor,“ 1aid he, has ſent a meſſage to Gh8lam- 
_ * huflein-qhan; and, as that nobleman is my friend, he has of his, 
* own motion given me notice of it. For aught I know, he may 
* have ſent a hundred ſuch meſſages. to a hundred more perſons ;. 
4 and you, that have him under your _ know WW of' 
0 | x 42 «+ >. +66 the 
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<6 the matter, nor do you mind what is before and what is behind“. 


©. Be more upon your guard, and take care that your priſoners 
4 


* 


* neceſſary: 


6 


take cate, alſo, that no meſſages of theit's, or of his 


"> an 


« mighty:miſchief.” Finding that the converſation took ſuch a ſeri- 
ous turn, I did not add a word; and the poor Engliſh continued to 
be ſtrictly guarded and ehen to * time en the N b 
went to Azimabad. 2g f | 
Meanwhile, the two armies from Calcutta, We Gui 'Moorſhoo- 


dabad, were approaching each other. Mahmed-taky-qhan, who 
was really a man of talents, and worthy: of command, could not 


be much pleaſed with ſeeing himſelf under the orders of Seyd- 
 mahmed-qhan, deputy Governor of: Moorſhoodabad, a man in- 
capable, and of little underſtanding. But indeed, how could he 


ſubmit to ſuch a man? The one was of a liberal generous temper, 
whilſt the deputy Governor was of a mean, ſordid diſpoſition. 


Hence the Governor was conſtantly blowing with his breath, the 
fire of enmity between that general and his colleagues; whilſt 


himfelf lay roaſting on the blazing fire of envy and jealouſy : for 


he was unable to bear the General's high character and great reputa- 


tion. The latter was under the neceſſity of aſking many neceſ- 


ſaries, ſuch as artillery, tackle and carriages, which the other con- 


ſtantly refuſed; although, by his poſition in the city, and his being at 


the head of the treaſury, he had a command over all thoſe neceſſaries. 


He furniſſied them with ſlowneſs and reluctance, like one that 
wiſhed no good to the ſucceſs of his campaign, and would be glad 
to ſee him defeated. Nor had he common ſenſe enough to feel all 


the conſequences of ſuch a conduct; and how ruinous it would prove 


to his maſter's affairs, and at laſt to his own. Matters went on at 


that rate, until the tronps, deſtiued to re· iuforce Mahmed-taki-qhan, 


arriving from end 74 took their route through Moorſhoodabad, 


—ͤ— — — — 
A This doen abr. Hen is linerally caruſlated, | 


* 


where 


- ſuffer no hardſhip, either in their victuals, cloathing, or any thing 


go through the army, for fear they may in time produce ſome 
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where, there is no doubt, but the envious deputy Governor en - 
gaged the commanders to aſſert their own independence of that 
general, and by all means to procure his ſhame and; defeat: this 
much is certain, that thoſe commanders who had orders to join the 
General, and to remain under his command, ſeemed to ſtand upon 
punctilioes. Inſtead of encamping with him, and acting in concert, 
as he requeſted them to do, they had the folly to go on the other 
ſide of the Bagraty, and to encamp there by themſclves; but with the 
ſtrong detachment they had brought. The next day, intelligence was 
brought that two Engliſh battalions-of Talingas had ſet out of a certain 
town where that nation had a factory; on which intelligence, the 
new arrived commanders, who intended to attack them, - ſent word 
to Mahmed-taky-qhan, requeſting to be aſſiſted with ſome of his 
muſqueteers. It muſt be obſerved, that this General's muſqeteers 
had acquired a character all over the country; he had raiſed their 
pay to ten rupees per month, divided them as they do in Iran, by 
tens, hundreds, and thouſands, with a commander at each of thoſe 
diviſions; had inereaſed the ſalary of thoſe officers from fifteen to 
twenty, ſixty, and a hundred rupees per month; had conſtantly. 
exerciſed them himſelf, by making them fire at a mark under his 
owneyes; and had kept them himſelf in dailymotion, and under con- 
ſtant training. To prevent their repining in long marches, he uſed 
to aſſiſt them with oxen, camels, and ſumpter-horſes, for their | 
| baggage; ſo that they were loaded only with their Djezdirs, or 
muſkets of large bore, and with their ammunition. Theſe: troops 
of his being ſo armed and accoutred, were conſtantly kept in readi- 
neſs, and prepared for immediate ſervice : being all young, ſtout, 
men, of his own chooſing and picking» The requeſt then Was 
founded on reaſon; but, although Mahmed- taky- qhan had no cauſe to 
be ſatisfied with thoſe commanders, that now applied for his 
aſſiſtance, yet, out of regard to his own-; character, and to his 
— 8 ſervice, he . them a body of five hundred ſuch men, 
—— under 


= 


- * 
alot - + 


under the ering of Feramorz, A ſlabs Ef. on breeding; 
who was their principal officer. Sheh-häibet-Gllah chen, and the 
other commanders, having received this re- n orcement, marched 
againſt the two battalions of the enemy; and; chiefly by the valout 
and perſeverance of the brave Feramorz's, he puſhed the Engliſh | 
Talingas back, after a ſharp engag gement, as far as the town: and 
factory from whence they had ſet out. The environs of it were 
immediately ſecured, fo as to prevent the enemy's retreat( iss). At 
night the beſieged battalions were reinforeed by ſome others that 
flocked from Bardvan, and from other parts; and, the next morning 
the whole came out in great order, fo as to form a fine ſight. The 
engagement then commenced anew: then only did Sheh-häibet- 
ollah and Alem-qhan become ſenſible of the conſequences of the 
caution which Mahmed-taky-qhan had given them, when he re- 
commended their joining together, and fighting together. Terrified 
with the endleſs firing of the Englith,' they ſeemed, after ſome 
fighting and ſomemovements, to have loſt their ſenſes; for, now after a 
ſhort conflict, moſt of the Djezidrchies were ſlain or wounded; and 
the two commanders, unable to ſtand the hot fire of the enemy's, 
retreated,” and then fled towards Mahmed- taky-qhan. The latter 
ordered the dead to be taken up from the field of battle, but refuſed, 
to admit the run aways in his camp, or even to give them paſſage 
through it, for fear of their diſordering his o. encampment, 
and communicating their own terror and diſmay to his troops. The 
Engliſh, after this victory, advanced two or three caſſes towards 
their own” army; i and, two or en 1 after, * is, the 
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2 19091 (77 11143 10 61 0 (191707 : 
(426) This enen was of a battalion of Gpabiy, and of one 6444 piece, 8 by 
" Lieutenant Glenn, one of the braveſt mien ever btodued by that (Country of bis, ſo ferri 9 


in intrepid men; and in coigageous animals, le W vigor attayked, and did defend 


himſelf as yigourofly,; He ag carrying a ſupply of a lac, of rupees to Major Adams, 
who commanded the Bogliſh army. Three times he 16H his cutter kid lde, and three dimes 


did he reeo er chm; aud at laſt. he cattied chem to be Engliſn came alter) one f the beſt 
 Giſpuicd "—_ throughout that war. fifth 


1 
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Bloody bat- 
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fifth oh Muharrem, in the year 1177 of the Hegira, Mahmed - 
taky · qhan came out with a. reſolution to oppoſe the enemy's march. 
Putting the foot of cori ge in the ſtirrup of ſteadiueſs, he mounted 
a horſe whoſe matiens were: as fleet as the moments of his unfor- 
tunate rider 's exiſtencg; and, without applying for aſſiſtance to thoſe 
three commanders, whoſe, duty it was to fight under his orders, 
he advanced: to the field of battle, followed only by his own trained 
bands; the refractory commanders. continuing motionleſs in their 
encampment behind him. As his men were filing off, he ſpoke to 
them, reminded them of the character they bore all over the country, 
exhorted them to ſupport the ſame, and promiſed them victory, if 
they would ſtand by him. All this was uttered with ſuch an air of 
familiarity, that he ſeemed, to be rather their companion than their 
general; and, they were ſo animated with this kindneſs, and that 
air of fellowſhip, that iu marching with the utmoſt alacrity, they 
were endeavouring to get the ſtart of one another, and ſwore that 
they would ſacrifice their lives for his honour. The General having 
formed his troops, and recommended to his officers to march in order, 
advanced to the enemy. The latter being ſoon in fight, the engage - 
ment commenced; and, as the firing: of the cannon and muſquetry 
on both ſides grew! warm, and both ſides kept advancing, thoſe who 
being overtaken by their fates, were ſhot at like ſo many marks, 
drank up; without heſitation, each in his poſt, the bitter cup pre- 
ſented .them by death. Nevertheleſs, encouraged by their general, 
they kept advaneing; and an appearance of victory being ſcen 
over Mahn- taky-qhan's troops, ſome diſorder and fluctuation, not 


ef Cuts. uulike a defeat; were obſerved in the Engliſh ranks: the moment 


r * 


Was becoming cfical 3 when a ball of cannon wounded Mahmed-taky- | 
qhau 1 in the foot, 2 killed his horle, which fell fprawling on the 
ground. The Genetal, -wirhout betraying any anguiſh, mounted 


another, and continued to adyance, and to exhort his men; aud he 


was now very near the ranks of the Euglith, who, on their fide 20 
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ranced; but it was with this advantage over him, that f in com- 
pliance with their rules of diſcipline, they advanced firing. At this 
moment a muſket- ball entering at his ſhoulder, came out on the 
oppoſite ſide. That brave man, without betraying any emotion, 
aſſembled the hem of his garment, and throwing it over his ſhoul- 
der, to conceal his wound from his men, he ſtill advanced. The- 
Engliſh were on the point of retreating; but they had placed an am- 
buſcade at the bottom of a little river, which was full on his paſ- 
ſage ; and the General being arrived there, was looking out for a 
paſſage to come to hand · blows with them, when the ambuſcade- men 
tiſing at once, made a ſudden diſcharge. full in his face, overthrew 
numbers of his followers, and lodging a bullet in his forehead(rzy), 
that incomparable hero, who was the main prop of Mir-caſſem. 
qhan's fortune, haſtened into eternity in the middle of his ſlaughtered 
ſoldiers. The reſt, intimidated by their loſs of their intrepid com- 
mander, retreated in the utmoſt confuſion, leaving the Engliſh in 


poſſeſſion of victory, with a full reaſon. for embracing each other. 


All this while Sheh--haibet-ollah- and his colleagues, kept themſelves 
at a great diſtance, as mere ſpectators of a ſhew ; but not daring now to 
ſtand. their ground, they fled on all ſides. The victorious Engliſh, 
after raiſing the wounded, and making them: over to their chirur- 
geons, ſpent two or three days in taking ſome reſt, and in ſetting tos 
right their artillery and n and then they adac towards 
Mootſhoodabad, | | 

On hearing this FW IO Shot eubmobubes; 3 Governor of 
that city, ſeemed to have loſt his ſenſes. Without ſhewing his face 
to the enemy, or making the leaſt oppoſition; without even a- 
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(127) On the firſt wound he received through his ſhoulder, he cried out in anguiſh, 
ya Aali, ©! Aali Aga-aaly, his ſteward and town's man, as nell as our friend and neigh- 
bour, adviſed him to retreat and go back- Go back, anſwered he, and after that, feu 
2 this black beard to Mir-calſem ghum ? Newer, added he, ſtroaking it at the ſame time, 

On receiving the ſecond ball, thraugh hig head, he ſcreamed out ya Aal, again, and; 
fl i day theſe words in his mouth, had ib: e. bers obryed---=-- 


ſembled 


259 
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ſembling his people and ſecurmg, by a timely” retreat, thoſs nume- 

rows effects of his maſter's, which he bad in his cuſtady; without 
exhibiting a ſpark of courage or a grain of firmneſs3' he deſerted his 
poſt and fled towards Monghyr in the utmoſt perturbation of mind. Af. 

ter that retreat, the city remaining without a ruler, Mirza- iredj-· qhan, 

who lived this long while utterly neglected by Mir-caffem-qhan, 
availed himſelf of the opportunity to repair to the Engliſh army, 
where he congratulated Mir-Jjaafer-qhan on his acceſſion to the 

- throne; and being inveſted by him with the command over the city, he 
returned thither, and proclaimed his newy maſter's acceffion, by 

beat of drum: after which, he applied himſelf to the buſineſs of 
quieting the minds of the people, and of gaining the hearts of 

the principal citizens, Shortly after, Mit- djaafer-qhan himſelf ar- 
rived : it was on the twelfth of Muhartem, in the year 11 77 of 

A. D. | 
2763 the Hegira. He made his entry inte the city at the head of the 
Engliſh army, at which time there happened ſome commotions, and 
a diſorders: the mob having found means to commit inſolencies, 
Mir-callen, and even to make forme booty. After diftay of feven days, i which 
1 he conſtantly reſided in Aali- verdi-qhan's palace, which had be- 
come the ſeat of government ever ſince that prince's demiſe, he on 

the ſeventh day n it with the Wigs: e * rearched a 

the enemy. 

The death of ſuch a commander as eee ca not 

but greatly affect his maſter, who however behaved with fitninefs 

on the occaſion. ' He ſent orders to 'Shek-hdibet-ollal, to make a 

ſtand in the plains of Sögty, and he diſpatched” thither a number 

of forces capable to face. with effect a uictotous enemy: this detach - 

ment was compoſed of ſix or ſeven thouſand horſe, under the com- 

mand of Aſſed- ollah· qhan, Fodidar of Nazhoot-ſemay,: to which he 
added ſeven or eight regiments of Talingds, commanded by Marcar 

the Armenian, and by Somro the European. who had: beſides. ſix- 

teen * cannon, well menue and well feryed: to theſe he | 

| Dea Joined: 
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joined a body of rocket · men, under the command of Mir-nafſurs - af- 
ter having cautioned them all againſt diſſentions and jealouſics : his or- 
ders being to attack the enemy in the plain of Sògty, and to fight in 
concert. An order was alſo diſpatched: to Shir-aali-qhan, Fodjdar of 


meaneſt of Faqhr-eddin-huflein-qhan's dependants, had been raiſed by 
Mir-eaflemiqhan to high dignities; ſo that he came to command in 
the ſame place whtre had commanded Siyd- ahmed-qhan, and his 


the order, croſſed the Ganga, and ſoon joined Aﬀed-ollah-qhan ; and 
theſe two generals, by haſtening their match, arrived at Sd8ty time 
enough to ſace the Engliſ. The two armies, as ſoon as they came 


rem); proceeded ditectly to an engagement. Marcar the Armenian, 
and Somro the European, ranged their troops in lines upon the high 
way. Aſſed-ollah- qhan took his poſt on their right, with ſeven or 
eight thouſand horſe, and ten or twelve thoufand foot: and at the 


men On the oppoſite. fide, the Engliſh, who! did not amount to 
more thai three thouſand men, ranged themſelves/ in great order; 
and the Engagement commenced; jmmediately : but as the diſtance 
was ſueh, that only the cannon on both ſides could do any execution, 


proweſs, advanced likewiſe with his troops to about half a mile. At 
this very tune the Engliſh were gaining a ſuperiority over Marcar's 


3 


ing of the ſame opinion, " Mic-hedewedita- c one of them, 


who. commanded only à body of eighty horſe, diſplayed bis ſtan- 


dard, and parted company with the main: I now” part with you, 


Vor. . . 1 | ſaid 


PS rcaniah, to aſſemble his forces and to croſs the Gang in order to 
join the army at So8ty. This Shir-aali=qhan, from being one of the 


own maſter, Faqhr-eddin · huſſein- qhan. Shir-aali-qhan, on receiving 


in ſight: of each other, (and this happened | on | the 2 ſt of Muhar- 


left, Shir · aali- qhan took his ſtation, with two or three thouſand of his 


the Eygliſn kept advancing foot after foot with a meaſured pace; ſo 
that Aſſed-ollah-qhan, who pretended to much bravery and perſonal 


and Somro's ares ts chat on his being aan near, he propo- 
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ſaid he, at the head of # my title troop, but it is only to ſhew the way ; 
and, reft aſſured, that the moment I hear yon raiſe your war-cry(:28); 
and ſie you put your horſe to a gallop, Twill overtake, and then paſs 
you : only remember, that between putting your cavalry on a-gallop; 
and falling pell-mell amongſt the enemy, there muſt be no pauſe at all; 
and then, when we ſhall come 10:hana-blows,. we ſhall behave as be- 
comes brave men, and ſhall ſubmit 10 whatever is to be our lot. After 
faying ſo much, he parted with the main, and ſtood; upon the 
watch; when, on hearing the cry of Allah Ecber every where, 
and feeing that large body of horſe in motion, he exhorted his men 
to follow him; and ſpurring his horſe. towards the enemy, he ad- 
vanced on a full gallop. Meanwhile, Mir-naſſer with the rocket- 
men had marched up to the Engliſh, whom he engaged ſo warmly, 
that the Engliſh Talingas oppoſed to Mir-bedr-eddin-qhan, to 
the number of about one battalion, fell into diforder, and retreated 
as far as the river fide, where numbers threw themſelves and pe- 
riſhed, the water being ſomewhere above their armpits,” and ſome- 
where up to their necks. But, in this charge Mir-bedr-eddin had 
loſt moſt of his men; and he had no more now than thitteen of 
ES them remaining, when a ball of a cannon threw his horſe headlong 
on the ground, whilſt another overthrew his brother. This was 
the time for Aſſed- ollah- qhan to appear; but, thoſe that had fol- 
lowed that General having feen numbers of their companions 
killed, and numbers wounded, had now loſt courage on beholding 
ſo much carnage, and ſo many horſes ſprawling on the ground; 
and would not move any more, but pauſed at ſome diſtance from 
Mir-bedr-eddin, The latter, who had found his courſe ſtopped by a 
wall and a ditch, called out with all his might, and made many ſigns 
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(128) The war- ery with moſt Mohametans is Allah Ecber, Great God! In India it 1s 
Din Din, Mohammed, (Mohammed's Religion) which the French have not failed bd tranſſate 
by the words ae, tue, 8 * 7 
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to Aﬀed-ollah-qhan, to turn the Talingas with ſome infantry, and to 
cut their retreat; but he ſpoke to deaf men. ' Aﬀed-ollah-qhan, in- 
timidated by his loſs, did not move at all; and the Englith officers, 
availing {themſelves of that pauſe, ſoon formed again, diſengaged 
their artillery, and preſented again a regular front to the enemy. 
On the other hand, Mir-nafler, who with his rocket-men had ſo 
cloſely engaged the Engliſh as to make them Joſe ground, finding 
chat no one would come to his aſſiſtance, was thinking of a retreat; 
but even that being now unattainable, his men continued engaging the 
enemy, like people that held each other by the throat. The Eng- 
liſh hard preſſed, received from Major Adams orders to fix to the 
 muzzles of their muſkets certain iron ſpikes, like thoſe of a ſpear; 

and this being done, the Engliſh, by applying their muſkets to 
their | breaſts, preſented a wall of ſpikes, which no enemy could 
pretend to paſs, in order to come to hand-blows with them. This 
particular I had from ſeveral creditable perſons of both nations, that 
were in the engagement, and preſent at the particular ſpot; and I 
have ſince heard it from Colonel Goddard, who was either a captain 
or lieutenant at that engagement ; and, who affirmed likewiſe, that 
at Sogty the Engliſh had been fairly done for, had the enemy kept 
them in play a few days more in that ſultry plain“. Mir-naſſer, un- 
able to puſh upon that row of pikes ſo as to approach nearer, was 
making, but in vain, figns with the hand and voice all the while, 
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* Several officers that had been in that engagement, affirmed a few days after the battle, 
that the Engliſh had really been defeated at So8ty, but for the turn which the engagement 
took in the end. But, at Moorſhoodabad, and at Calcutta, the univerſal report was, that, 
two hundred Europeans, of all nations, who ſerved the enemy's artillery, could not behold 
the difireſs of the Engliſh, without being affected, and that they paſſed all to their fide, 
It was even ſaid, that they were hailed by the Engliſh officers, and .aſked whether wy were 
not Europeans as well as themſelyes ? _ | 

As to the ſingular manner in which the- author talks of fixed bayonets, it beconies pro- 
bable, (and this ſurmiſe is corroborated by numbers of ſimilar paſſages) that the author 
having wrote his narrative at that very time, did not touch it in the ſequel (19 years after) 
when he had acquired undoubtedly a full acquaintance with that Kind of arms, 
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TTY being able to deſcry any one moving to his aſſiſtance. viA 


laſt he deſpaired of victory; and, at this very moment, the Engliſm 


officers that had Marcar and Somro in front, ſeeing that thoſe two com- 
manders were retreating, and leaving the field on that ſide clear of the 
enemy, detached three or four companies of Talingas to the aſ- 


ſiſtance of that part of their army which was in diſtreſs; and thoſe 


were no ſooner re-inforced ſo unexpectedly, than they fell with freſh 
courage on the ſmall unſupported number of thoſe that had hitherto 


preſſed ſo hard upon them, On the appearance of this re-inforce- 


ment, Mir-bedr-eddin/. quitted the engagement, and retreated lei- 
ſurely ; but Mir-naſſer, who had the imprudence to ſtay with his | 
little troop, had ſoon reaſon to repent his temerity: he was ſoon 
fired at by the freſh, detachment, and left his life in the field of 
braves. By this tine Marcar the Armenian, and Somro the 


European, had already quitted the field of battle, to their eternal 


ſhame and infamy, and were retreating · along the highway: they 
were ſoon followed by Aſſed- ollah-qhan, who ſoon loſt himſelf ia 


that field of diſhonour and diſgrace. Some others that yet ſtood 


their ground, finding themſelves abandoned by their main, quitted 
the field of battle by troops; and the zephir of ſucceſs and 
victory blowing gently on the flagging ſtandards of the Engliſh, un- 
furled their folds, and put them in the full poſſeſſion of victory. 


The victors had the generoſity to take. up the wounded, and to 


make them over to thoſe that could take care of them :—and here I 
cannot help mentioning a ſingular fact which I have heard ſeveral 
times from Colonel Goddard, an officer who was only lieutenant or 
captain in that battle, and cuts now ſo great a figure at the head of 
the Englith forces. in Decan: He uſed to ſay, that amongſt the 8 
wounded ſpread in the field, and then taken up by the Engliſh, he 
had ſecn a man of Mir-cafſem's troops, who had received ſuch a 
ſtroke of a ſabre, as had cleft his ſkull in two pieces, ſo that the 


brains were ſet open. T he man was a dead; nor were any, hopes 
| entertained 


TIT OF MODERN TIME 8. 


entertained of his remaining alive mauy hours more: nevertheleſs, 
as he was ſtill breathing, the Doctor bound his head with his 
turband, and ſent him to a place of ſhelter with the other wounded. 


Three days after, as Goddard was taking a ſurvey of the wounded, 


about whom the Doctor was actually buſy, he was aſtoniſhed to ſee 
that the man whom he had ſeen before, was now fitting upon his 
hams, holding an hocca(?29) of clay with both his hands, and 


ſmoak ing with a deal of compoſure: he ſeemed quite recovered of 


his wound, but, what is ſingular, had loſt his fight entirely. Such 
was that miracle of Providence, and ſuch that token of Divine 
diſpenſations! 
to the little ſtream of '8d8a-nala, where Mir-caff:m had fortified a 
ſtrong poſt againſt ſuch emergencies as theſe: and here they ſtop- 
ped; and, after recovering from their fright, they joined thoſe that 
were on duty in that poſt, and prepared for a vigorous defence. 


"The news of this ill ; ſucceſs filled Mir-cafſem's breaſt with 


anxiety, and diſmay,” and doubts. He had already, on Mahmed- 
taky-qhan's death, taken meaſures for ſer ding luis family, ſeraglio, 
and treaſures, to the fortreſs of Rhotas; he now diſmiſſed a vaſt 
number of women, which he kept for ſhew only, and in con- 
formity to the cuſtom of the Indian Prinees; and theſe being not 


for his uſe, and ſerving only to encumber his motions, were all 
ſet at liberty, with full prermiſſion to diſpoſe of themſelves; but 


of — _—_—. . tt. — 


| (129) A Theea, called Hoocanw, by the Engliſh, is a bottle of clay or metal, full of 
water, through which the ſmoak of the tobacco is ſi pped up, after having loſt in the paſſage 5 
The chimney is in- 


much of it's bitterneſs, and moreover acquired a pleaſing coolneſs, 
ſerted at the top of the veſſel, but it is by the means of a pipe, made of tin wire, covered 
with cloth, which pie deſcends vertically within the bottle, whilſt a b-anch of it bending 
outwards, and {pringing from it, is carried to the mouth, 


cleanly, commodious, and el-2ant. There are hoceas worth thoufands of rupees, The 


branch ſpringing up, is ſometimeß ten feet in length, and caref y wetred with: roſe-water: 
nor is the tobocca in the chimigy n e of role: aterg, Soc, odo- 


his 


riferous drugs, and Tugar. 
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The enemy, diſperſed and diſheartened, made haſte 


This machine, which 1s quite 
Common, preſents al aj paratus equaliy ſimple and inge ius, and a co nirivance equally. 


* _ E 
— us. , 2 <4 
Page - 4 -'v+ * —— 
, \ l * nw 2 i - _— 7 =y 
— 8 — 2 


„222 


2 


F® «4 ” 
S ow n 
9 n 
= | 2 = 


— 


= . 4. * 
ay is or he "ho Lak 
3 4" 7 — h - = ._ — 


_ 
"I OY 


EE : _—_ 


266 


THE SER MUTAQHERINj' OR, 


his own conſort, who was Mir-djaafer- qhan's daughter, together 
with his favourite ladies, and his treaſures and effects, were ſent by 

land and by water to that fortreſs, under the care of Mir-ſultiman- 
qhan his ſteward, of Radja Nobet-ray his favourite, and of ſome 
other truſty perſons. It was in this ſtate of emigration that ſome 
alteration was perceived in the minds and behaviour of his undutiful 
ſervants, and ungrateful dependants: although ſuch was the dread 
entertained ſtill of their maſter's exactitude and ſeverity, that none 
had yet dared to betray any impudence in their actions, or trouble 
the accuſtomed order, or tranſgreſs the uſual defences. Intelligence 
coming at this time of the defeat at So gty, his ſituation became more 


difficult than ever; and he [reſolved to avail himfelf of the ſtand ; 


that would be made at 8d8a-nala, to retreat from the caſtle of Mon- 
ghyr, and to march towards Azimabad. The 8d8a is a little deep 
river that comes from the hills of Radj-mahal on the South, and 
empties itſelf in the Ganga in a ſmall plain covered with thorns and 
brambles. It's banks are ſteep, lofty, and ſo beſet as to afford no 


paſſage any where but with extreme difficulty, if at all; and it was 


upon that little river that Mir- caſſem had ordered a bridge of brick 


and ſtone-work to be raiſed ſome months before. He had ſeen and 


admired the natural ſtrength of that part, and had ordered a deep 
ditch to be dug beyond the little river, and a ſtrong rampart or in- 
trenchment to be raiſed behind it, ſo as that ditch and rampart might 


extend from the foot of the hills down to the Ganga, leaving between 


them and the little river, a ſufficient plain for encamping troops. The 
ditch wasdeep, had a wooden bridge over it, and joined a lake and mo- 
raſs which coming from the foot of the hills, encompaſſed a great part 
of the intrenchment, and greatly contributed to it's defence in front : | 
ſo that the only paſſage betwixt Monghyr and Radja-mahal lay over 
that ditch and through that intrenchment, which was fortified with 
a number of towers, that gave it the appearance of a caſtle: Nor 
was it poſſible to go to the right, unleſs indeed by mounting or deſcend- 
1 N 
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ing rhe © Ganga in boats; and this was impracticable, when - there 
we te troops to oppole ſuch an attempt; nor indeed to the: left, unleſs 
by. wading through an impaſſable moraſs,, or by climbing over the 
bills. It was in conſequence of ſuch conſiderations that Mir-cafſem 
had before · hand ordered that ſpot to be carefully fortified, conſidering 


it as fully capable to ſtop an enemy. He now put a ſtrong body of 


troops in thoſe iftrenchments ; and to encourage them the more, he 
informed them that he would march to their ſupport : he then fixed 
a favourable day for his ſetting out; and quitting thecaſtle of Monghyr, 
he ſent his ſpare tents forwards, - encamped in the neighbourhood, 
and gave orders for aſſembling troops; but as he was converſant in 
aſtrology, he had taken care - to find out the favourable moment for 
commencing his march. After theſe precautions he: ſet out on the 
twenty-fourth of Muharrem, in the year 1177, of the Meſſenger's 
flight : it was in rhe night-time, which he always deemed favourable to 
his affairs. But by.this time a ſanguinary diſpoſition had made it's ap- 
pearance in his character, which had received. additional ſtrength 
from Gurghin-qhan's inſinuations, and alſo from a review of the ſtate 
of his own affairs. And as his mind had been ſoured by the alteration 
which he now obſerved amongſt the grandees of his court, and the 
conjuncture required that he ſhould diſpoſe of his priſoner of ſtate, 
who were in great numbers, he reſolved to put all thoſe unfortunate 
men to death: eſpecially as he had already conceived a variety of ſuſ- 
picions on their account, and they had filled his mind with tormenting 
anxieties :; they were too numerous to be kept under command, and 
too dangerous to be digniſſed. A liſt of their names I never ſaw, but 
I know ſeveral of F them: of t that number were Ram-narfin, hereto- 
fore Deputy-governor of Azim-abad, as well as Radja-radj-bull8b, 

who had himſelf enjoyed that office, after ' having been a long time 
before Divan and Prime-miniſter to Nevaziſh-mohammed-qhan, and 
in the ſequel to Miren, ſon to Mir-djaafer-qhan. This unfortunate 


man had all his ſons with him. Some other of thoſe priſoners were 


the 
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the Riy-riyan-umid-riy, with bis ſong the zettiindars of Ticary, 
 Radja-fateh-ſing and Radja-b8madiing ; and lo Sheh-abdollah;' the 
ſame who had been heretofore confined” at P8ranialy # there were 
numbers of other perſons of diſtinction and characters: all which 
were diſpatched to the regions of non exiſtence. I have heard it ſaid 


that Ram-naräin had been drowned in the Ganga with a bag of ſand 


faſtened to his neck; and probably the others alſo were diſmiſſed out 


of this world in the like manner(!39), All this while the unfortunate 


Engliſh priſoners continued to be guarded with the utmoſt care; and 
although Gurghin-qhan was in haſte to get rid of them alſo, his 
advice for that ſingle time was not liftened to by Mir-cafſem, who 
conceived that ſome advantage might © accrue to his affairs from 


keeping them alive. It was at this ſetting out from Monghyr that 


his troops, in conſequence of that infamous diſpoſition ſo natural to 
Hindians (who never fail to become inſolent and unruly upon any 
change of affairs,) commenced ſhewing themſtlyes diſobedient and 
refractory. With this temper of their's he thought proper to put up, 
as his affairs required much diſſimu lation, and much forbearance; and 
in this diſpoſition of mind he arrived at Champa- nugur, where he 
tarried a few days, to review the troops deſtined for the defence of 
the poſt of $848a-nala, which he now ſtrengthened in ſuch a manner 


that he rr it * bar che Nn Ms ah tho 8 ey like 


a Wall | ) 


It muſt be obſerved; that] Gabe: time before this, on ſending 
RS: to e the ny” "be had N A celle 
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(130) The ee . was „ de, Goes a tower Ca the caſtle His, 
favourite ſervant Chun, deſired, ſupplicated, titreated, to be made faſt with his good maſter, 
or thrown, before him, and could net obtaip that farour: fo that he threw bimſelf at laſt 
after his maſter had, in vain, deſcended to the loweſt ſupplications 10 obtain his forbeaziog+ 
Theſe particulars I know, not obly from a general report at that time, but alſo from a re- 
lation of Chunni's, one Babgram, a man of ſome note, Wow, then Tree” m Djugar-ſear's 
palace, and has vor ten years in my us: | i!?! i DER -46f! 


to. 
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to have ſuch a renowned warrior as Caumcar - qhan in his ſervice, 
having always been ſtudious to procure men of military talents: and 


he had recommended that affair to Aly-hibrahim-qlan. The latter 


found means to bring the Radja to camp, where, on his arrival, he. 
was taken iuto favour, and aſſigned a ſalary ſuitable to his rank: 


but, as Mir- caſſem thought proper to carry him to Champainugur,: 


where he tarried a few days, this opportunity put Gurghin-qhan upon 
propoſing to join the new general to thoſe that defended 8d8a-nulla, 
Camcar-qhan anſwered, ** That there were more troops already at 
that poſt than there was need: more indeed than the intrench- 
ments would hold; ſo that moſt of them were - uſeleſs; and, he 
* added, that by going thither himſelf, he would become only one 
of the latter claſs; better then that ſome commander in chief 
4 ſhould be ſent thither to bring that multitude under ſome order, 
and to make it fight in concert.“ This converſation having been 
protracted to ſome length, Camcar-qhan could not help aſking tlie 
Armenian General, What be could paſſibly know of war ? and whe- 
ther he had ever ſeen a war or a Battle? You bad better hear what 


I tell you, added he; It ig advantageous to your maſter, and will Is 


prove ſo in the Sequel. Such a ſtile was mote than the other had 
been accuſtomed to. He complained: to his maſter that Camcar- 
qhan would not go to the intrenchments of 8d8a-nula, - and that it 
appeared that Ali-hibrahim-qhan had diſſuaded him from it. This 
inſinuation made it's full effect; and Mir-caflem, in | converſation . 
with the latter, could not help dropping many expreſſions that al- 
laded to the latter's ſhare in that revolution. The purport of it. 
was; That it ſeemed that Camcar-qhan was not pleaſed to go to a, 
„ warfare not of his on, poſſibly. becauſe he intended upon a reverſe. 
of fortune to fall upon his rear (the Navvab's) and to plunder his 
5 baggage, the moment he ſhould find an oppor tunity for it: Gur- 
66 ghin-qhan ſays ſo, at leaſt,” added Mir caſſem; rs poſſibly to cloſe , 


— 


« with our / propoſal, he wants firſt of all your advice.“ To this 


ſpeech 
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nounced with warmth ; ſo that Mir-cafſem thought it proper to 


that command to Gurghin-qhan, That general anſwered, That 


„ an article of which himſelf was thoroughly informed; but, that 


raiſe on the backs of the Engliſh ſuch. a flame as would put a ſtop 


THE $SE1IR MUTAQHERINg 'OR, 
ſpeech Aly · hibrahim-· qhan anſwered, - That it was eaſy to bring 
„ the matter to a trial. Let me be confined,” ſaid he, $6 As aly 
{+ hoſtage for Camcar-qhan's behaviour; and let him be ſent on any 
© ſervice which your Highneſs may deviſe ; and I will ſtand the 
„ conſequences of his defection.“ Theſe few words were pro- 


make him ſome apology; and this conceſſion engaged that noble- 
man to relate exactly what had paſſed between the Armenian and 
Camcar-qhan: on hearing which, Mir-caflem himſelf acknow- 
ledged, that the mtrenchments at 8d8a-nulla required a commander 
n chief; but the difficulty was where to find fuch a man? Aly- 
'hibrahim-qhan anſwered, that at preſent, the only fit man he could 
think of would be Gurghin-qhan himfelf, although it was probable 
he would decline his going upon that ſervice. Mir-caſſem anſwered 
that he had no objections; and, on the qhan's. ſaying that it was 
an eaſy matter to put the whole to the trial, Mir- caſſern ptopoſed 


hat his Highneſs had repreſented with regard to 8d8a-nulla, was. 


jn ſuch times of confuſion © and tumult and perfidy as theſe, he 
could not part with his Highneſs, to whoſe foot he had made 
« faſt his own feet and deſtiny; ſo; that it would be highly impro- 
+ per in him to leave his Highneſs alone.“ In this manner Gur- 
ghin-qhan did not go; and Aly-hibrahim-qhan, to clear his own 
character, engaged Camcar- qhan to make an expedition into Bir- 
bohom, with intent to put that country under contribution, and to 


to their progreſs; by impeding their motions.. The project was 
good but deſtiny w s not on that ſide: for, before Camcar-qhan 
could arrive there, the fate of 8d8a-nulla+ was already; decided and 
over; and the man, impeded and ſtopped: every where-by inunda - 
tions and by the rains, which are exceſſive all over Bengal, / could 


_ 
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make no incurſions, and was obliged to come back. Aſter the de- 
feat at 8d8a-nulla, he made the beſt of his way over the hills, and re- 


turned to his own country, without being able to rejoin Mir-cafſem, 


"Whilſt the latter lay encamped on the little river of Champa- 
nugur, he was joined by Mirza-nedjef-qhan, a warrior of conſe 
quence. This commander, who is now generaliſſimo of the Em- 
peror of Hindoſtans, and the Lord of Lords of his court, was 
one of the ſons of the Sadr-el- [8d Sr of Iran“, and a near telation 
of Mirza-muhſen's, who was himſelf brother to Abs manſs n- 
qhan, father to Shudjah-ed-d$lah. This warrior, tired and ſhocked 
with that train of endlefs perfidies which diſgraced that Prince's 
conduct, had quitted his domninions to ſeek his fortune elſewhere; 
and he was now arrived in camp with a ſmall number of troopers, 
in queſt of ſervice. Mir-caſſem, who thought his arrival advan- 


tageous to his affairs, received him in his ſervice, and, on his own 


requeſt, ſent him to join the defenders of 38d8a-nulla, There was 


a large nutuber of troops in thoſe intrenchments ; and the artillery. 


was equally numerous: the latter, with the Talingas, was com- 


manded by Marcar the Armenian, by Somro the European, and by 
Aratgn another Armenian. The other troops were commanded by 


Aſſed-ollah-qhan, who had with him Mahmed-naky-qhan and 
ſeveral other commanders, ſuch as Aalem-qhan, and Djaafer-qhan, 
and Sheh-þaibet-ollah, and Mir-himmet- aaly the pay-maſter ; all 
of whom were at the head of their reſpective corps: but all of 
whom truſted ſo much to the natural ſtrength of that poſt, and to 
the impractibility of the enemy's foreing this paſſage, that they 
decame negligent in their duty: for moſt of the officers that had 
any money, made it a practice on the beginning of the night to 
gorge themſelves with wine, and to paſs the remainder of it in 
—_— at-the nnn of dance-women, or in taking them to 
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Grand Almoner, an office of great truſt, and high emolument. 
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iheir beds. But Mirza-nedjef-qhan- thought» only * gende 
himſelf: having joined to his troops ſoms picked men from thoſe 
commanded by Mir-mehdy- qhan, brother to Afſcd-ollahiqha, and 
ſome more from amongſt - thoſe in the immediate corps of Mir- 
caſſem's, he reſolved to raiſe his character by ſome action of eclat. 
On reviewing often the intrenchment in that part which touched to 
the foot of the hills, he had picked an important intelligence from 
many of the highlanders, namely, that at that particular part there 
was a ford through the lake and moraſs, which led ſafely to the 
Eugliſh encampment. Mirza-nedjef-qhan, upon this intelligence, 
came out at about three o'clock in the morning, and falling upon 
that part of the Engliſh camp, (and there Mir-djaafer-qhan had 
his quarters) he occaſioned ſo much tumult and conſternation in it, 
that the old Navvab fled to his boats, and was going to drop down 
the river, when the Engliſh ſent a body of Talingas to his aſſiſtance. 
On ſight of theſe N edjet-qhan, who had made an ample booty, 
returned within the intrenchment again; but as he made a practice | 
of ſuch ſorties, ' the Engliſh confounded at their repetition, © com- 
menced examining from whence theſe men could poſſibly come out. 
Fortune came to their afliſtance in that inquiry: the path by which 
Nedjef : qhan uſed to make his ſorties, had been taken notice of by 
an Engliſh ſoldier, who, having fled from his own nation, had been 
long ago in. Mir-caſſem's ſervice. This man, who according to 
the rules of ſervice amongſt the Engliſh, would have been put to 
death, had he fallen in their hands, had ſet out in the darkneſs of 
the night, and had gone through the ford, ſetting ſeveral marks on 
his paſſage; and, being come out upon dry ground, he approached 
within hearing of the Englth centries, and cried out in the Eng- 
liſh language, That he was ſuch a one; and that if they would 
„ procure his pardon, he would find means to carry his brethren 
„over the intrenchment.” Fortune ded with this man: there 
happened to be hos duty at that PA ſome Evglith officers, who 

: recollected 
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recollected his voice; arid theſe aſſured him, with a folenn oath, 

that his life would be ſafe, and that he might come over in full ſafety. 

Upon theſe aſſurances, he marched up to them, informed them of 
what he had obſerved, and on a certain night he promiſed to return, 
and to ſhew. them the ford;” This interval was employed by the 
Engliſh in providing ladders, and every requiſite for an aſſault, and 


eſcalade. At the appointed time, which was about ten o'clock ' at 


night, the man made his appearance, and took with him a battalion 
of \grandils(132), being a body of picked men, in which Colonel 
Goddard - ſerved - then as lieutenant. The latter had orders on his 
getting upon the intrenchment, to raiſe as high as he could a maſbal, 
or burning taper(i32), as a ſignal of his being there. The battalion 
of grandils putting their arms and ammunition upon their heads, 
went into the lake under the guidance of the ſoldier; and, after 


haviug waded about a mile, with the water ſometimes at their mid- 


dle, and ſometimes at their arm; pits, they arrived about midnight, 
at the foot of the intrenchment or wall, where they found every 
body faſt aſleep. This ſight had it's full effect upon thoſe courageous 


Engliſh. Applying their ladders in filence, they got upon the 


rampart, in an inſtant; where a fifer, who happened to awake, 
having pretended to give the alarm with his inſtrument, he was in- 
 ſtantly diſpatched with bayonets: this being an arm not unlike the 
iron of a pike, which the Engliſh carry at their muſkets, and of 
which they make great uſe. The whole number being now got up, 
they formed their ranks, and raiſed up the burning taper, that had 
been agreed upon for a ſignal. At the ſight of this, the Englith, 

who waited only for it, aſſembled in great numbers, aud gave an 
alarm at the gate and bridge over the fofie. A furious fire of 
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(132) The tapers or fambeaux i. in India are made 228 wich o 1980s 3 ee 5 
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cannon, mortars, and muſquetry; immediately poured upon that 
part; whilſt the battalion that had got within on the oppoſite ſide, 
cormmenced firing upon thoſe they met on their march. On the firſt 
diſcharge numbers were ſlain, and numbers were wounded ; amongſt 
which laſt was Mahmed-naky-qhan, Mir-himmer-aaly, the Gazi- 
pgrian paymaſter, being of the former number; and the terror 
and diſmay became ſo great every where, that wWhoever chanced to 
get awake, thought of nothing but of making his eſcape, and fly- 
ing with all his might. The runaways, in their flight towards the 
gate and ſtone bridge, overturned thoſe that were encamped there: 
ſome were tumbled” into the river, and eſcaped on the other ſide; 
but numbers were carried away and drowned. Meanwhile, thoſe of 
the Engliſh who were yet without the intrenchment, having taken 
notice of the conſternation and aſtoniſhment that had ſeized the be- 
ſieged, got quietly over the wall, and placing a pahara of their's 
(which conſiſts of ſix or ſeven men) on the ſinall bridge that ſerved 
for a paſſagr over the river, they ſeemed to have ſhut up a whole 
army within a net. Thoſe, who like Somro and Marcar, and ſome 

The ftrong 8 had already paſſed the bridge, eſcaped with their lives; but 


poſt at 8d8a 2 8 | 21 
ie ſorpriſed the others, who amounted to a multitude innumerable, did not fare 


and ſorced b 

he Engliſh, ſo well: and whoever came towards the bridge, was ſtopped: ſhort 
by the centry poſted there, (which word in their language ſignifies 
a watchman) and commanded to lay down his arms and accoutre-: 
ments, and to part with his horſe 3 after which, he was ſuffered to 
paſs naked and diſgraced. This, however, was not the fate of 

_ Nedjef-qhan : with a few troopers that ſtuck to him, he found 
means to eſcape over the hills; and Aſſed-ollah-qhan, after flying 
two full coſſes on foot, at laſt got a horſe, and continued his flight. 

| Thoſe that had eſcaped in the beginning of the alarm, continued. 
their route with their arms and baggage; but, thoſe that had paſſed 
after the bridge had been ſecured, were naked and deſtitute of every 


2 85 bern 0 as to cut * moſt * figure, on their appearing in 
| 0 3 Mir- 
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Mir-caſſery's camp. This ſurpriſe and aſſault happened on the night Avent. 
of the 2 6th of Sefer, in the year 1177 of the Prophet's flight; A. D. 

and, at about ſeven clock in the motning, the whole ef the nu- © 3 

merous troops in that intrenchment was totally defeated and diſ- 

perſed; nor could _ thing be UNE but W in the A 

diftreſs®;! .. 16451 1 

After ſo sgl a/ ſucceſs, the Bgld took fome Mp for a 

couple of days. On the feeond or third day after this diſaſter, the 

intelligence having been carried to Mir-eaſſem, the man ſeemed 

broke in two by the middle: he betrayed every mark of grief and 

affliction, and paſſed the whole day in the utmoſt anguiſh of mind., 

and in the higheſt deſpondeney. At night, he ſent for Gurghin-qhan,: 

and ſpent much time in conſultation with him: Gurghin-qhan ad- 

viſed him to continue We war: but Mir-caſſem, at about four 

clock the next morning, got upon his elephant, and without 

ſpeaking a word to any one, he returned to Monghyr. His troops, 

on hearing of his departure, followed him corps after corps. Being 

artived in the above town, he ſtopped two or three days, both to 

get out of the fortreſs the few effects he had left there, and to review 

his army: by which laſt operation he expected to diſcover how his 

troops were affected towards his perſon, and how they ſtood in their 

ſentiments of obedience and attachment. The review ſeemed to 


1 
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| "+ Mir-cafſem loſt full 2 1 men in chat F Wy fight ; 5 what W 
zive a high opinion of the talents occaſi ionally brought forth by the officers of 
India (choſe men ſometimes ſo {behtly thought of in Europe) is the variety of ingenious 
contrivances, employed for a month together by Major Adams: he had never ſerved in 
Europe; and yet, finding the poſt at 8d8a-nula too ſtrong to be attacked openly, he, by 
the mere ſtrength of bis genius, bethought himſelf to the expedient of ſaving 'his men, by- 
opening trenches in form, and puſhing regular advances z and this man, who had heard 
or read of faſcines, but had never ſeen any, now contrived to advance by ſap, Such are the 

officers of India! and ſuch; the exertions which continual Oy gives birth to. Thie 
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| revive his (wickss- and, this being obſerved by his neareſt friends, 


Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, who had: already ſupplicated him for the re- 
leaſe of his Engliſh. priſoners, now thought this a favourable mo- 
ment for renewing his intreaties; and he obſerved how much re- 
nown. he would acquire by releaſing the principal amongſt, them at, 
leaſt. The nobleman being repulſed, aſked that at the leaſt, he. 
might vouchſafe to releaſe the women, which were amongſt them, 
as they might be ſent by boats to Major Adams, and after all proved 
but an incumbrance. The. tequeſt did not pleaſe the Navvab; and 
he anſwered, that he ought to ſay all that to Gurghin-qhan. The latter 


therefore was applied to, but, he anſwered by aſking in a peeviſh 


tone of voice, I bere one might now find boats enough for ſuch a 

multitude? and he paid no further regard to ſo proper and FY 
honourable a propoſal. Mir caſſem, the day before his departure, 
appointed one Areb- aaly-qhan to command in the caſtle of Mon- 
ghyr, with two battalions of Talingas: this was an Arabian from 
the vileſt populace of Bagdad; equally coward and quarrelſome, but 
however, who had the merit of being a dependant of Gurghin- 
qhan's. After this he marched towards Azimabad, carrying with 
him Mr. Hay, Mr. Ellis, and Mr. Luſhington, with the other 
Engliſh priſoners. The difficulties and numerous hardſhips, which 
he was obliged to encounter, on his journey over a country ſubmerged 
or full of mire, are not to be deſcribed, no more than the many 
misfortunes he met with on his way, eſpecially | at the river Rehva. 


A bridge of boats had been run over it: but ſtill, the ' horſes and 
other animals being obliged to ſwim for their paſſage,” were carried 


away in numbers. Some people preceded the army; and 1 was of 

the number, as well as YS 18 f. aaly-qhan, with wrden gen and 

Mirza-bakyr, and Mirza-abdollah, the two ſons of Aga-Mirza: 

all joined together, paſſed the bridge at Reva, and repoſed ND 

for one day. The ſecond night, the date of which 1 cannot ie- A 

member, a mighty revolution happened e and an important 
event 


wn 
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event took place unexpeRedly. : . Gurghit-qban-was; killed; and that 
ilbfated man, in retribution for his malicious. temper of mind, was 
haſtily ſent over the ſtream that divides this world from the other(⸗33). 
This ſtrange event happened in the following manner : Gurgbin- 
qhan, who was upon ill terms with all the world, but who ſtudied 
ſoldiery; and, in a time of confuſion and misfortune, he ſtrove to 
keep them under that ſtrictneſs of diſcipline, which he had ſeen 
practiſed amongſt thoſe of that nation: he was not aware that this 
power of the Engliſh over their ſoldiers, was a gift of Providence; 
and that that nation had found the art of turning the particular cuſ- 
tors of their country into a ſecond nature in their troops. | 
« Great will ever be the diſtance between the pattern and the copy.” 
How could the poor Armenian, after having ſold cloth by the 
yard throughout his whole life, pretend, that with an authority of 
only two days ſtanding, he would be able to paſs ſuch rules of 
ſtrict obedience and diſcipline / over a nation, not his own, and 
which was not yet accuſtomed to ſo much. regularity and ſtrictneſs? 
„The crow, wholly intent on learning the linnet's note, 
„Forgot to look at it's own black coat firſt of all.“ 

The Navvab having taken . poſt on the banks of the Rabvs, 
where he tarried two or three days, Gurghin-qhan, who con- 
formably to his cuſtom, always came the laſt of all, and always 
encamped by himſelf, was actually in his tent when two or three 
Mogul troopers. from amongſt thoſe he had diſciplined and trained 


himſelf, came and aſked ſomething. about their pay. The General 


* * . ” F " 
p ws . , o - 
. 8 NO "8 n 1 — — * «44 4c . e 3 1 1 «3 * ea. 4. £ CE. 4.4 IE 2 . * 


— — — 


(133) According to the Mahometans, this world is divided from the other by an immenſe 
Chaſm, over which runs an immenſe areh, as thin and as ſharp as the edge of a ſabre blade, 
The finners, who-ſhall not have repented, and ſhall not have altered their ſinful lives, will 
walk trembling over it, and at laſt will tumble down in the aby ſs below, which is attenant 
to the gates of Hell. But the juſt ſhall walk over ſteadily, and ſhall reach the oppoſite 
ſhore, which. is. cloſe to the entrance of F aradiie. This arch, ſo Arefpa by all Muſſul mans, 
is cplled the bridge of Serat, 

Vox. II. 7 Nn anſwered 
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inifclerss in an angty /pedpiſhicioveiter; „bur the tuo rn; 3 
themſelves of thefunproſpietbus fate of fiir? and of the lrevallic 
tion that had taken place; had the daringheſs ro ſpeak witlirviolbrite t 

Gurghin-qhang without | atttenditig to tro difiadntezs times, {creada- 


ed out, What's is there ns lone there to tube theſe mm inio confine» 


mens? He had bardly[uttered theſe few words, when thoſe men 
finding theraſelves/ alone With himg drew their ſabtes, band: in three 
or four ſtrokes, ſtretehed him on the ground; and, their horſes be- 


ing fen door, they got upbn them in an instant, and fled 
through” the fields.” "The ſervants having immediately raiſec ans out- 2 


cry, Which! brought General Marcar, another Armenian; the 


latter, on deſerying che troopers beyond the reach of 2 mu 


ket-ball, fired at them with two or three pieces of cannon that 
were at hand, loaded with grape; and, the report of the cannon 
being heard by Mir-caflem's army, which was at a ſmall diſtance; 
every one concluded that the Engliſn were arrived, and already en- 
gaged/Gurghin- qhan. Inſtantly Mir-caſſem had the ſame thought a 
inftantly he'got upon his elephant, and "took to the fields. At the 
ſame time, a general ſcream,” and now and then ſome confuſed cries, 
coming from Gurgliinqhat's quarters, ſtruck ſuch a terror into Mir- 
caſſem's camp, and eſpecially amongſt the ſutlers and other market- 
men, that the whole of thern, without making the leaſt inquiry, 
fled on all ſides; moſt of them towards the bridge on the Rehva. 
The multitude, Which Was eueamped with me on the other fide of 
the river,” ſurpriſed to fee crowds of runaways endleſſly pouring 
upon them, © catchied their fears and trepidation; and, night coming 
on, nothing was- heard. but...cries. and ſcreams. But, as every one 
was involved in the general confuſion, and ſaw the mob running to 
and fro, like ſo many mad me whilſt the great ones were advancing 
in haſte with” "burning tapers ;/ ſuch a £ ght thunderſtruck Y818t- 
aaly-qhan, one of our company, who, being as well as: Mirza-bakyr, 


full” as much frightened" as any '6ther; "'reſolyed at apy rate to 
4 N 11 , Inquire 
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inquire int the cauſe; and then ſent people to ese 
tion from the runawrays. But, every one of theſe giving a different 
anſwer}: ſerved only to per plex: This diverſity augmented: our con- 
ſtornatioli, as there was no getting certain information about the 


tumuit 3 and ſome people-:conctived(134),- cauſcs, wllich they, did 


* date to menjion, for fear of Mircaſſem's ON: All theſe 
Leh est 502 :; N. ande ts Nin „ 
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(1 34) The who 80 which n no one dared to mendkep, are a conſpiracy, ſaid to be . by 
Gurghin- qhan, jucited under hand by the Engliſh. His brother, *N32-Brdroſs, alias 
Cod ja- petruſs, then refiding at Calcutta, and au acquaigtance of Governor Vanſittart's, 
as well as of Mr. Warten Haſtings, had, on their Joint requeſt, wrote preſſingly to his 
brother, to engage him by all the motives which religion and a regard for his own fafety 


could ſuggeſt, te lay hold of the perſon of Mir-caſſem-qhan, or, at leaſt, to come himſelf 


to the Engliſh camp with his own troops and friends, But, this negociation having been 
Tome how ſmelt out by Mir-caſſem's head- ſpy, he came at one o*clockin the morning, otdered 
him to be waked, and laying hold of him by the arm, hat are you daing in your bed, ſaid be, 
whilſt your General, Gurghin-qhan, is actualiy felling you to the Frenghies ? He ts of intelligence, with 
thoſe without, and poſſibly with thoſe within, avith your frifmers. Such was then the general 
report at that time; and, I remember, that the very pur port of the letter. was handed 
about by the : Armenians of Calcutta. As the Moguls murmuring for. their pay, as 

pretends our author, their plea muſt have been a ficlitious one ; for, the author himſelf lays, 
that the army had been muſtered and paid a week before, - It is all certain, that there 
ne ver Was the leaſt murmuring amongſt, the troops, as they were regularly paid as late as the 
paſſage over the Ceremnaſſa. This much is certain, that it was this rumour of a conſpiracy 
that put Mir-caflem' on one hand upon diſpatching his General, and, on the other, upon 


ndding himſelf of his priſoners of all, ſorts : and fome ſuch things appear, not only in 


that prince's ſpeech to Ferhat- -aaly, but alſo in our author's narrative, who politively ſays, | 


that. the Engliſh priſoners had found means to provide a quantity of money, with a ſuf- 
ficiency of ammunition and arms. As to that Gurghin-qhan, upon whom our author, out 
of natural anfipathy, or for ſome other cauſe, is endleffly pouring a'deal of abuſe, it ap- 
pears evidently, that he was a man of ſuperior talents, and a ſoaring genius. What are we 
to think of a ſeller of cloth by the yard, who conceives and executes the ſcheme of dif- 
eſplining troops in the European manner, of making better cannon, and better mu. 
kets than the Engliſh themſelves,” of caſting, mounting, and training an artillety, tieurly 
equal to their's ; of introducing order, ſubordination, and diſcipline, . amongſt people 
totally ſtrangers to them? Had Mir- caſſem qhan poſſeſled three more ſuch geniuses as Mah- 
_med"-taky-qhan; and Gurghin-qhan, and Nedjef-qhan, it is highly probable that the 
author of theſe remiks would have never worne an embroidered malmal worth fifty rupees 
on his, back, nor ſtuck a polnard of jewel-work in his 'faſh,” Gutghin-qhan was a man 
born at TD, the capital of 1 8 and had à very remarkabe phy ſiognomy: he was 
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diſcordant reports, however, agreed in one point; and this was, in 
producing ſome piece of extravagant news, Which being ſpread in a 
twinkle amongſt the runaways, encreaſed their fears, and added to 
the confuſion. Meanwhile, the throng became innumerable at the 
bridge, and the paſſage being now dangerous, ſeemed to retract an 
idea of the bridge of Seräti, at the day of judgement: fot the 
crowds were now pouring in ſuch numbers on both ſides, that the 
paſſage became impraQticable for people on foot. Elephants and carts 
cut their way through the multitudes; aud, as their treading 
over the boards of the flooring, forced the boats to ſtrike againſt 
each other, the noiſe bore a likeneſs to a report of diſtant firing of 
cannon : news even came that the Engliſh had gained the victory: 
and, as it was thought that the little river only divided the com- 
batants, people prepared their cannon alſo on this ſide; and Y 8{8f- 


aaly-qhan, reſolved either to pack up his baggage, and get ready at 


all events, or to run away to ſome place of ſhelter. But, he was 
prevented. by Mir-ſhetari and myſelf, who inſiſted on ſome informa- 
tion, At about midnight the uproar commenced ſubſiding; and 1 
ſent a truſty ſervant, with orders to ſtop on this ſide of the bridge; 
and as ſoon as he ſhould diſcover any perſon of ſome conſequence, to 
let him paſs firſt, and then only to aſk him what was the matter? 
The man did as he was bid; and, ſtopping at the bridge, he ſaw a 


— hs tt. AM 


above the ordinary ſize, ſtrong built, with a very fair complexion, large black eyes, full 
of fire, an aquiline noſe, forming a ridge in the middle of it's length, and eyebrows very 
arched, that joined together, ſo as to form a point going downwards towards the noſe. He 
was then aged about thirty-ſix, and I have ſpoke twice to him. Nothing was wanting to 
that man to render him capable of ſhining, even in Europe, but education ; heowed rad 
thing to his own genius, and nothing to art or cultivation. 

Here again, as in a number of ſingular inſtances, it appears 1 oat the 
author had wrote his narrative upon the ſpot, or very little after, and never bad thought 
of re- touching it; for ſurely Engliſh bayonets, and Gurghin-qhan's murder, 'as well as his 
brother's exhortations, became ſubſequently too public, and too common 2 to be 
ſpoken of in ſo obſcure a manner as does our author. | 4 


cloſ 


F 0 VIEW: OF i MODERN "TI MES, 
cloſe palek making towards it with three or four hotſemen attend- 


ing; the man walked a while with them, and then aſked whoſe 
lady was in the cloſe paleky? One of the horſmen anſwered, It is 
not a lady, it is Gurghin-gban's corpſe : vue carry it to the fields for 


burial : It is the. Navvad's order (235) On this anſwer, the man re- 
rurned with this intelligence, and made us all eaſy; ſo that we 


paſſed the remainder of the night quietly enough. On the morn- 


ning, Mir - caſſem himſelf paſſed the river, and encamped on the 
ſpot where we were. The next day, he advanced to the town of 
Bar, where he ordered Djagat - ſeat - mahtab-rãy, and Radja Serg p- 
chund, his brother, to be hacked to pieces( 36). After that, he 
marched on, and took up his quarters in Djaafer-qhan's garden, 
cloſe io Aimabad : from whence he ſent orders to put the citadel 
in repair, having appointed Mahmed-amin-qhan, with a freſh oi 
of troops, for it's defence. 

A few days after that, on hearing chat the Evgliſh had 0 
ſeſſed themſelves of the fortreſs of Monghyr by treaſon, his temper, 


ſoured by misfortunes and perfidies, broke all bounds: Iucenſed be- 


yond meaſure at ſo unexpected a reverſe, and miſtruſting the future 
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(3: 3 $). This, anſwer, which had been cranflated ſcrupulouſly, may ſignify hae that they 
were going to bury the man by the Navvab's order, or that he had been killed by the 
Navvab's order. The former i is quite improbable, not only as it was too ſmall an object 
for his attention, (and indeed this care belonged to the deceaſed's ſervants) but as he was 
actually flying himſelf in the, utmoſt perturbation of mind, and flying without knowing 
whither ; ſo that the queſtion being, Are you carrying a lady there? The anſwer, of courſe, 
muſt have been No, it is a'dead man; 3 nd Eo is Gurghin-qban himſelf, «ho has been . to 
death by the Nawvad's order. 


(136) The author's narrative on theſe two brothers may be true; but aaguifiicnchls 4 it is 


againſt; the univerſal. report of thoſe times; and, out of ten thouſaad boat-men that. paſs 
- every. year by,a:certain.tower-of the caſtle of Mong hyr, there is not a man but will point it 
out as the: ſpat where the two Djagat-ſeats were drowned ;. nor is there an old woman at 
Monghyr, but will repeat the ſpeech of the heroical Chunny, to his maſter's executioners. 
It muſt be remembered, that the. author, without ever re-touchipg his work in the ſequel, 


wrote at a time, and in an army, where it was not Tate. to ek ente. and to 


make ſo many 1 inquiries. | SN \ 
| | full 


W o 

my ru 2 

46 LIT o q 
—— 


— 


* 


3 A w», 3 
* hs 1 . « l . 


8 
=) 


5 


D 8 
W . 
2 


n 
_ „ we „ 


THE EIN MWPAQHERTN” OR, 


ſtill more than the paſt; lie gave orders to/Somre//ithe European, to 
put to death all the priſoners of that natibn (g and that man, of 
aAlint-like heart, Without any regard to the ties which bound him 
to thoſe unfortunates, wo ere of the ſame·Chriſtian teligion\ with* 
hin, decepted: the commiſſion without horror; and withot red 
joctanee? That ſtony man repaired to the howle, then called: 
Haqhi-ahmed's, where thoſe: ill-fated people owere'iconfined; (and 
which having become the burying- ground of the Engliſh ſince that 
day, has had it's name altered accordingly); and without the leaſt! 
heſitation, or tHeilealt remorſe; he ordered all thoſe unarmed men 
to be killed with muſket- balls. It is reported, thał in ſuch amo” 
ment of diſtreſs and perturbation, thoſe unfortunate men, without 
loſing coutage, marched up to their murderers, and, with empty 
hottles, and ſtones, and brickbats, foughit them to the laſt man, 
until they were all killed. It appears, that two or three days be- 


> bY 4 + + *7 * 9 - % - 5 a _ ”" +4 : 
a i404 * ] I 1 | | -* 8 4 c + 190112 le 98991 1 


Adam yah oe tax | 0 wat ; key Hat x4 7 1 Vet! N 
» Somro was a . eie and a. Lutheran ; ; but the 1 and indeed, the Perfians,. 
reckon all the Europeans, whom they defign by the general name of Frenghees, to- have but 
one country, one religion, and one language: 5:Loſhington; although wach wounded, ran at 
a man who had ſhot him, and, having wrenched the ſabre out of his hands, he cut him down. 
The next morning, when they came to bury the bodies, they found Gulſton breathing and 
in ſpirits, and they talked of ſaving him ; but, the young man having given them much abu- 
ſive language, and threatened them with a ſevere” revenge, 20 was taken by the © legs, and 
thrown ith the others, promiſcubully in the foe. IAN 
The next year after that cataſtrophe, and it Was in 1766, 1 remember to have ſeen, both 
at Banares, and at Moor ſhoodabad, three or four commanders, who had refuſed* the 
commiſfion/ with indignation. One of them, àn elderly ſtout man, with a large pair of 
whiſkers, ſpeakipg to a company where I was, expreſſed himſelf 1 in'theſe words? 7 PA yy 
refufe to do it :*mo © T enly defered the Nawvab to give them feoorts and Bucklers, and that T avould 
fight them then : but, as to killing priſoners diſarmed, that 1 will never do.—Send your* aerger. Ne. 
that 22 This laſt part of the ſpeech alludes to a particular cuſtom in India, where 
| ſcavengers, and none elfe, perform the buſineſs of executioners: and every body knows 
that theſe people are ſuffered only im the outſkirts of villages and towns, and that they are” 
held in ſo much horror, that no man without forfeiring his clan, that is, without incurring. 
damnation in this world and the other, and without being renounetd by bis Wife, ctüldren, 
relations, and kindfed, can either eat with them; or eat of what they ne or 
indeed touch them: even dein too near them is W a by mn. ROOT 


pni gun fore 


a * 
110 


£ v1 EW Or M ODERN TIMES. M7 


fore this event; they had 8 the means of their ſer⸗ 
vants, to prdcure abroad à numbet of muſbtets equal to their num- 
ber, with. achmwnition ſuffjeient for their purpoſe.” But they did 
net come td hand : for, had: they ſueceeded in this attempt, they 
were" reſolved td make their eſcape by main force; and if not, to 


bil ſo many men in their own defence, as ſhould avenge their 


death, anqd do honour to their memory. Of all the priſorers, not 
a4 man remained” alive; ſave Doctor Fullarton, who, by aſſiſting 
Profeſſionally moſt of the grandees of the court, had endeared 
himſelf to them: he even had Mir-caſſem himſelf for an ac- 
quaintance and friend. The next morning after the maſſacre, of 
which as yet 1 knew nothing, I went to court, and, after a ſtay of 
one hour, I got up to pay my bow and to be gone. Stay, ſaid 
the Navvab;" y Friend it coming. As I knew nothing of what 
had happened, I could not help aſking with ſurpriſe, who was that 
friend, and from whenee he came? The Navvab anſwered, Well, 
o, may go, L ball ſend for you again. On this anſwer I returned 
to my rents, Which were in Aaly-hibrahim- qhan's compound, and 
fate down full dreſſed, expecting to be ſent for again. In a little 
time, a maee- bearer came to tell me that I was wanted: I went 
immediately; and was Hardly ſeated in the Navvab's preſence, when 
I deſcried Doctor Fullarten coming. He wore an Hindoſtany dreſs, 
and preſented, in compliance with the cuſtom of theſe countries, a 
fe rupees, in nezer to the Navvab. The latter declined taking 
them, and graciouſly added theſe words: There was no ſuch cuſtom 
Beteveen you and me bitherto; and, having embraced him, he bid 
him go and it by big friend. The Doctor came and ſcated himſelf 
cloſe to me. A moment after, the Navvab looking at him ſtead- 


faſtly, uttered theſe: words : Fraud with friends! and treafon with 


acquaintances! What! did yon mean by that? ' You buve received 


under your'roof within' the togun, a number of armed men, as lick; 
and have let them out again the night in which: they have ſurpriſed 
SN | BE. | | | | ihe. 
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the city walls, The Doctor, without the keaft-diſmay:or fear, ans 
ſwered in a firm tone of voice, My: Lord. Nauvab, I de not fear 
death : you bave killed all thoſe counirymen gf mine: do, hill me 
likewiſe: you. may: you'are the maſter :| but never will I admit that 
1 am guilty of treaſon, I have not done that: M it be) proved 
againſt me, I am content even now: that-yau orden me to be put to; 
death. After ſaying theſe words, he ehaticed to ſpy Akyidet- mend- 
qhan, brother to the famous Emir-qhan, who: was fitting} over 
againſt him: a nobleman, whoſe houſe at Azimabad- was parted: 
8 from that of the Doctor's only by a wall; That nobleman,” ſaid 
4 the Doctor again, is my. neighbour: aſk him. Inquire from 
| <« whom you pleaſe.“ As really the accuſation had no foundation, 
the nobleman in queſtion vouched for the Doctor's innocence, and 
ſaid, that the Doctor was not guilty... On this aſſertion, the Nav- 
vab pauſed again, and putting on an air of kindneſs, he bade him go 
to Calcutta, if he had a mind to it: or elſe, he might remain 
with him: The Doctor had the prudence to decline going to Cal - 
cutta: The Navvab intended to avail himſelf of his mediation to re- 
new with Governor Vanſittart, and to come to ſome accommoda- 
tion; But, on obſerving his reluctance, he turned to me, and ſaid, 
The man muſt be given 10 underſtand but you ſball do that when: 
you are by your ſelves. The word by your ſelves gave me ſome con- 
cern, leſt I might fall under the imputation of having adviſed 
ſomething contrary to his will. But yet, obliged to comply with 
his commands, I took the Doctor behind a curtain, and ſpoke to 
him as I had been directed. The man ſhoc his head, and ſaid, 
That after Mr. Amyatt's murder, it was impoſſible to think of 
peace: and, over and above that, all his ecountrymen had been 
put to death laſt night.” This couverſation I repotted to the Nav- 

vab, who calling the Doctor up, deſired Aaly-hibtahim-qhan and 
muyſelf, to fit cloſe to him, as aſſociates in the conſultation. The: 
Doctor an fnnde again, All that is Utterly: impoſſible; firſt, be- 
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to pals z but, on the ſuppoſitiom that I ſhall find no obſtacle, 
_ « fill; my going would, anſwer nd purpoſe at all: tlie murder of 


Mr Amyatt,, a man quite innocent, is ſo infamous an actien; as 


Ill for ever render; iheffectual-enery propoſalifor au accommoda- 
« tions): At theſe words, the Navvab himſelf, wo had now 
tatally deſpaited of ſyoceſs, remained filent: a moment after, he 
ſaic / Kinde you canner go, yen may remain ꝛbbere you | pleaſe; Tlie 
NoQor, replied, that wherever his Highneſs ſhould bid him remain, 


there he would find hitnſclf very well: at laſt the Navyab made 


him qver to Raly-hibrahim-qhan, and bid him take care of his friend, 


and provide lodgings for him in the city, with the ptecaution, 


howener; of putting ſome truſty, perſons at the door to prevent his 
having any intereourſe abroad; and, hie added, that he muſt take a 


ſecurity; from: thæ Doctor. The latter, on being informed of the 


Nayvabꝭs order, c proguced-Mirza-himmiet-aaly for ſecurity; and this 
nobleman acknowledged: himſelf. as ſuch by a writing under his 
hand and ſeal. A lodging being provided for the Doctor, proper 
perxſons were appointed at his gate; two days after Mirza-hinimet- / 
aaly, with: Aaly-hibrahim-qhan's conſent; applied to the 'Navvab' 
for their removal; and, the latter having conſented,” the Doctor re- 
maned at full liberty. But, this prince hearing now that the Eng- 
lichzz after; having taken the caſtle of Monghyr, were marching to- 
wards A zich bad, thought proper to quit his ſtation at Djaafer- 
qhan's gatden, and, marching to the other * of the city, a en- 
camped at 'Poholvary: Co 47 07 1: Mo bali * 152 A 
Monghyr was take ee eee The Engliſh I laid. 
ſiege to the. caſtle E aud, Aeb-aaly-· qhan· the Governor, who was 


affairs ſenti them word: Mat if they would give him a ſuüm of 
moany, . he avquldi ſurrender: tho fortreſs: The Engliſn, who were 
uxionst t purſue Mir caſſemi ii bonfented to-what he aſked. and, a 
„r. I. Oo MF certain 


naturally acoward;! aid one who augurted no good from his maſter's 1 
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being -maſter of the weſtern gate of the. city, which was covered: 
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e having bets paid the nia he gahnedrhergarcif6nto Ns 
party, and ſurrendered the place The Engliſſ put's Barriſoni into 


it, and marched to Azimabad; but, Mirschſſerm not Akünkinig it 


prudent to remain ſo near the enemy, advanced towards Buorem, 


a. town at eleven coſſes from Azimabad, and nsberrtduted to rUins, 
where he eneamped. From that | camp be hid the advantage of 


by a wet ditch; and that of keeping open his communicadion- with i 


that fortreſs, to which he could ovtafionally ſand troops) fore AG 


defence ; for, he was ſenſible that the Eügliſh eduld not turh he” 
city, as the, ſouthern part of it was defentied' by a lake full of 


water. It was at oy ade Tengen Po regen 


was Sui Ges again, kk täken into favour: his A And lands were 

reſtored to him; and he even received ſome” money to repay his 

charges. It was at this time alſo that Mir- abboo, ſon to Mir-cudret- 
ollah, and grand - ſon to Sheh - ſhukur- ollah, the Cadyrain, roſe into 
favour : he had hitherto lived neglected and in diſgrace, on account 
of bis connections with Mir- djaafer · qhan; when, hy one of the 
moſt ſtrange revolutions that can be conceived, he was ſent for, and 
raiſed ſo high, that he aſpired at ten times more credit and autho - 
rity, than had fallen to the lot of : Gutghin-qhan hitnſelf. He 

thought himſelf equal to the taſk» of propping and ſnoting up tlie 
totteri ng edifice of Mir caſſem's proſperity 3 and he applied Rimſelf 
intenſely to the! 1bufineſs: of | diſciplining the army, and defending 
Azimabad; to which he uſed often to repair. The troops obſervinghis © ' 
riſing fayour, accuſtomed: themſelves to reſpect lis perſon; aud to 


avail themſelyes of his recommendation ini their applications to their 
mater. This new. favourite one» daythaving! found/a-favaurable - 
moment, obſeryed-to the;Navvab, that it aas improper to leave 


the Doctor im the porer of Aaly-hibraim-qhan's peoplel: Mit- 
callea, ve ag haw-bocoake n than — and tod R 
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1 4 blank ſheer: of paper, M receive any impreſſion that 
might be ſtamped thereon, ſaid to Aaly- hibrahim qhan, that he 
muſt now make the Doctor over to others. The Qban ahſwered, 
That his Highneſs, probably, did not recolle&, that the day when 


the Doctor had” found a ſecurity, he had himſelf ordered his 
| «© gyards to be diſmifſed: upon which order,” added he, I with- 
« drew a few people of my own, whom 1 had appointed to watch 


« over his perſon; and now, whatever your commands may be, 
« wil Hot fail to obeyed. This converſation of the Navvab's having 
been imparted underhand by the Qhan to the Doctor, the latter, 


who ſaw his guards changed, ſuſpected that ſomething was in agita- 
tion againſt his perſon; and be thought it high time to contrive 


ſome expedient by which he might extricate himſelf: having found 


means to procute ſome people for himſelf, he would not admit 
Mir-abboo's guards within the houſe, under pretence, that without 


an order from the Navvab, he could not follow them. Mir · abboo 


having availed himſelf of theſe words to attack the Doctor's cha- 


racter, got ſome ſpies, or harcaras, and ſome conſiderable officers 


reſiding in town, to ſubſcribe a paper, by which they atteſted that 
Aaly-hibrahim qhan, in defiance of the order of his Highneſs, had 


not made the Doctor over to Mir-abboo. Mir-caſſem, who was 


fully ſenſibls of the declenſion of his fortune, and knew how much 


reproachful words would ſeem to be out of ſeaſon, contented himſelf 


with mentioning the Doctor's plea. The Qhan anfivered, that he 


had from the very firſt order recalled his own people, and left the - 
Doctor to himſelf. Let then whoever pretends to be my ſervant,” 1 


added he, „ be brought hither and examined; and let him be 


„ puniſhed as a liar and impoſtor, by Mir-abboo's s people. The | 


to the Dutch factory; ; where, having prevailed by dint of money 
on the maſter of an old condemned boat, to ferry him over to 
Help poor, where there were ſome Engliſh troops, he got into that 

8 | crazy 


- 


Doctor, whilſt thoſe diſputes were taking place at camp, was gone | 
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crazy veſſel with Mirzo-himmetrally, his, ſecurity, and put; off 
from ſhore. On fight of this, the guards appointed to prevent amy 
boat from croſſing over, or even from moving at all, made. haſte to 
embark i in other boats, and they went. in Purſuit of her. Bun the. 
Doctor was already in the middle of the river, where, being ſpiec 
by the Engliſh on the other ſide of the water; Who ay chöſtinctly a 


crazy boat endeavouring to make her eſcape, they threw. chemſelues 
into ſome boats at hand, and flew to his aſſiſtance +0; that the 


guards being intimidated by this appearance, returned, jand, left the 


Doctor at liberty to land amongſt his friends. The N zvvab, hear- 


ing of this eſcape, aſcribed the whole contrivance to Aaly-hibrahim- | 


ghan : but the times were not favourable for ſuch, an 1 inquiry, 
By this time the Engliſh being arrived at Azimabad, marched 
along the ſtreets and markets to a houſe cloſe to M irza-qbalil's quay... 


which now goes by the name of Maargff⸗ -cunj.; and planting their 


cannon there, they commenced battering the citadel. But, as the wall 
in that part couſiſted only of ſome brick-work, hardly made up 
with mud, it ſoon gave way, and afforded a large breach. The 
Engliſh, with dint of cannon balls and borabs, drove the beſieged 
from it, and, at day- break, they got into the citadel, and from 
thence into the city. On the firſt news of the breach being! made, 
Mir-caſſem had diſpatched, ſome ; thouſand : horſe to attack the 
Engliſh, under the command of his own. nephew, Mir. abboo-aly-.. 
qhan, and « of his pay maſter, Mir-roſhen-aaly-ghan : theſe officers . 
having, ſet out from camp in the evening, marched the nds 
night, and in the morning they arrived near. the city,  xe{glved to 
advance under cover; by Mehdy- gundj and Begum- poorah, in order 
to come out at the Naqhas, or Horſe-market, where they intended 
to commence their attack on the back of the beſiegers. Being ar- 
rived. near Sbah- -medjuoon” 's(13) Hoapicks. they. beard, from the run- 


— ———— 


— 


(138) This name ſipnifies Saint Madman, and'is a ſpebichen of" he- whintfic: 4am, which — 
men aſſume in India, when they turn fackirs. Sce the. remark 26, ſecliou 8. OPT A! 
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4 b chstithe Englith hach got into the citads} by che bieack; and 
from thence auth the city. Theſe words ſtruck them with diſmay: 
arfiſt they flood motionleſs; and doubtful whether they were to 
fall to, or to retreat; when at vtec; ſome Engliſh Talingas, who 

had advanced a8 for is the weſtetry gate, ſuddenly made their ap- 
pearines on the outſide of its At Tight of this, all that body 
of cabalry, Without taking notice Jo te! ſmallneſs of their number, 

or inquiring whether they were followed by more, diſbanded at onde, 

and fledꝰ with: fo much blindneſs and precipitation, that ſome threw 
themſelves headlong into the like, where they were drowned ; and 
others; in endeavouring to croſs ober, ſtuck in the mire and ay. 
and miſerably periſſed. ' Roſhev-aaly-qban himſelf was amongſt 

the latter: in his flight, he fell headlong i into a deep place, loſt his 
horſe and turband, and eſcaped with his flippers in his hand, in 
which wretched conditibn he arrived in camp. Mir-caſſem finding 

tkat fortune had turned her back upon him totally, and was now 
{ſiding with his enemies, conceived that he had no other part left, ä 


ruined, thinks 


but that of a retreat: he therefore decamped, and marched to gute 
Muhib-aly-poor:; There Mir-abdollah, overcome by the thoughts ae 
of parting with his houſe, conſort, family, and property, " quirted TO 

the army without leave, and, having cut his way with all the pains 
imaginable through crouds of peaſants intent on [plunder, he ar- 

rived in town with only his perſon: and, ſuch ſilent retreats be- 
coming now of faſhion, Abmed-qhau-cortſhy ſoon was of the 
number. Such a deſertion, after all, was of a piece with his cha- 
racter, as well as with that of many others. On Mit- caſſem's * 

eiving his ni ſdemeanours, and reſtoring | him to favour, he had taken 

care. to aſſume in his preſence, and in that of his relations, a high- 

floww ſtile, | and to talk much of the duties and fidelity incumbent on 
generous grateful minds. But, people who knew how. moch his 

heart was ulcerated againſt Mit-taflein theſe three years paſt, believed 
* of his proteſtations; and the event verified their ſuſpicions; 3 
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for this man, who had been ordered to aſſemble aud to ſend pro- 
viſions to the camp at Shimſhir-nagor, inſtead of that, repgired to 
Diod-nugur, where he buſied himſelf in ſchemes - of revenge. 
From Shimſhir- nagor, Mir-caflem advanced to Sheh-poora, which 
is a diſtrict inhabited by Rohillas under ſeveral zemindars; there be 
forded the river Sohon, and:encamped on the other. ſide, at a town 
called Nelitoo, which was full, of traders. At that place be ſtopped 
a few days, in order to give time to his conſort, his ſeraglio, and his 
treaſures to join him from Rhotas, under the command of Mir- 
fuldiman-qhan, his ſteward : a man on whom he repoſed the ut · 
moſt con fidence, and who had, the abſolute Eee of tits 

> favourite women, as well as of his Jewels and-treaſure... 

It was at this encampment that Mirza-nedjef-qhan, who- bad 
eſcaped_ from 848a, by the way over the mountains, came out of 
that hilly country, and joined Mir- caſſem. On hearing of his in- 
tention to take ſhelter in Shudja-ed-d68lah's-country, and of a: treaty: 
being on foot with that prince, that officer, who was fully acquainted: 

with his temper and politics, ſtrongly. objected to his taking ſuch a 
WP; reſolution. Never,“ ſaid he, never think of putting yourſelf. 
un that prince's power. Retire within, the fortreſs of Rhotas with 
6 your family and treaſures; and leave the army and the manage - 
ment of the war, to me; I ſhall pick vp amongſt your troops a 
6 good body of choice infantry, with a greater proportion of cavalry, 
« in which laſt, I ſhall admit none but thoſe that are well mounted, 
« and who have robuſtneſs and good, will enough to follow me day: 
% and night on horſe back. With theſe, I ſhall be eternally hanging 
on the rear of the Engliſh, and. ſhall cut them fo much work, 
« that they {hall not find time to range themſelves in. battle array, or 
to take their meals.; after having done ſo much, let happen what 
«it will, and let fortune favour wich party. ſoever. ſhe may be 
6c ' pleaſed.” ” TheN avvab, objected to the air and water of Rhotas, . 
aud ſhowed a difincliuation from ſhutting himſelf up in that mountain; 
| for 


0. a M 40822 TT NT” 


er J 0 the Felt, the adelbe dal good; but it was not ih His deſtiny 
WAV Hel bet. Mirza. neef-qlian obſerving bis reluftance, 
| Pespoſdc tün nig towards the Bondulcund, and Joining the Marhattas: : 
HPO WEr fil people, cho might be rouſed into action; and he offt:ied 
& Kad the: Wy; dagzüͤt this ſeheme did bt pleaſe Mir-cafſern: 15 
bbjected' ro che Ferigth of the way, to his On ighoranee of the coun · 
try, 'to the diverſity” between his temper and that of the Marbattas, 
and to their rivetted inclination fot ſack and plunder: with ſuch 
feiitiments in his heart, he thought that his getting into Shudjah-ed. 
&-Blah's country, and in the Empetot's court, would prove the end . 
of all his toils. This inclination | of his did not receive a little © 
ſtrength from the letters Which came from Mirza Shemſeddin, to 
the ſame pur port; they advifedhim tothink of an alliance with Shudja- 
ed-dögla; ' and Mit: foldiman, his ſteward,” for purpoſes of his own, 
. urging the fame treaſure. ut M rebel. gel. finding every 
one bent on going to Shudjaced: 4881; declared, chat Itithat caſe, he 
2 be obliged to quit the Navrab's ſervice, © Nevertheleſs no EY 
party was determined yet; when letters dine” from Ahmed qhan- « dſſoaded by 


Ne j<f-qhan 


coleEfthy; 'purportib g that the Engliſh wore arrived at * Mihit-aaly- 3 


eee ee although, Fa wa bf Coin) fing. 


or flaw: be deſcribed. Another ite" came "again from the 
ſime artifleibus händ, with advice, chat the Füglimm had ſent, 5 
in all ſpeed by water, a party ö © troops” 10 Temaniah, with 
Wie 67 intercept his - way into Shadja 16d20681a's* country. 
*Phiit' perfdious man, not cotitented e di theſe two 
Forged intelligences; meited the zeminidärs of His djaghir to plümder 

the hggets'6f Mir Caſſem's atttty, nd vii ors r irs b See, 
Wich Wag Gil the road!" be e nindurg did la Me Were bid, aud 

the righuaways coming to cats? fpread XiCtinvefcdinie news every 

Rete AM} Calles eb trale uf fuck ac Udet delettibn, quit - 

tet lit Cain, althoagh* ee 0b talry there" . feu, \days,”* 


Abuse went 


„ - 
ol * Wo 7 
, wan . 
o» 3#..* 0 + - * 
4 . LA \ —_ \ _ 
—_ 


8 * = 


—— —_—_—_— 
2122 * 


— — "> *x 1 Hf 7 
* DI 


= —— 
>= - >. _ 


- x 
z © 


I 


— IN 
LEY 
wy 
— » Se. 
_ _— 
1 


- 
hy - - > — 
* 
— — — — — —wd. 2 —y—- — 


* 
— ñ — — ⁵ ²᷑ . —— - — — — — 
. 


. 
| 
| 
1 
3 
| 
| 
| 
== 
| 
| 
: 
4 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
4 
= ' 
1 


ru INI MY TG IB RS Bs Ono 


and.” went 'forw ard. 7 1 Ir was bh this, por, that! letyers , came. from 
my, father, adviſing me to, rthe.cupon, the Sin clatescapics 

times Were unfavourable for; ſerving, Mir Caſſem em z 098. Wa mch 
difinclined, from raking, fach,, 2, reſalution, 18 the... Naysab; hag 
the worſt opinion of my connexions with he Engliſh:, hutſuch 
was my attachment to Aaly-bjbrahim-qban, that I could not heat 
to part with. him, no more than with Mirza: bak yr and Mirza» 


abdollah, until I had ſeen them in a place of ſafety: IL thought it 


Mir-ealtm unworthy, and | ung enerous ta part with, them, and, therefore I com 


— 


traitors, 


” tinued. with, the. fugitive army. Mir-eaflem, the next day marched 


— nh wa ts 


aſylum by 


pel fides 


raiſed, according to the cuſtom. of-zhe-latrec 3 and, this being ſoon, 


to Saharſeram, and from thence he aq yanced farther, and encamped, 
at Sanot-mehnla, on the banks of the river Dungaoty, where the 
army was muſtered and paid: the payment having laſted until it was 
dark, ſome people that. had accounts to ſetale; wich the ſeveral: of. 
ficers, coming to bisb words with the clarks, a great outcry was 


echoed throughout the Wboie army, cauſefl ſych ag uproar, that 


| Mir-<aflem, aſtoniſhed at thoſe, confaled cries.) ears. bare-footed, to 


150 all appearange, theſe ungratgful ſalgiery bad yaiſed a fedition. But, 


the door of his tent t. Walls, and could vox. help exelaimings Wat, 


as the diving, Providence reſerved, that army: db ix st aſter ifa pur 


poſes of it din $26, uproar and gvmultfuhiged, of, themſelves, 


The pext mormigga Mir cafſem Hhding. Nedef;ghan : totally, averſe 


from going to Sbodja- ed: dig la s gountry, diſmiſſed him with a pre- 
ſent of ne Jaczaud. a-half of rupees, and of Give, clephanys , aſter 


which be. marched forward..,and,gugamped, on the. bapksgf-the lieeler 
rivec, of Kerem-nalſy ; ;tbege; he Neceived letters apd a parcel; fioms) 


Mirza:Shgms:edfliv, mis aggpt..at Shudixed-· dõg la xI oh The, 


parcel comtaingg! a. Fprans110p.. tore, blagk;leayss, of which: glorious: 
book as weitten, that, grince's fe condyAgand. premiſe, ur his 
hang gud gglg, This, fight deemed fe him, Brom the Kenn, 


bags be nahes into il Bahia cu, high: aki d. 
1e | 1 5 . 
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Shudja-ed-d881k's juriſciction, and he encamped on the banks ef the 


Ganga, where we ſhall leave him at preſent, — our nar- 
rative of the conſequences of the diſaſter at 8d̃a-nalaa. 
Whilſt Mir-caſſem was paſſing by Mongher, a en 
took place it PS raniah. Reoh-· eddin- huſſcin- qhan, ſon to Seéif⸗ 


qhan, and grand- ſon to the famous Emir qhan, Governor of 


Cab81, was the contriver of it. This man, diſpleaſed with his ſitua- 


tion at court, where his ſalary being ſmall, it obliged him to ſup- 


port his rank, by ſelling piece meal what little he had faved of the 
wreck of his family's fortune, now reſolved to emerge from chat 
ſtate of humiliation. , Under pretence of intending to follow! Mir- 
caflem, and of his inability to do it by land, he had hired. an old 
boat, which he kept in a brook, that fell into the Ganga; in,this he 
paſſed his time, all the while attentive on what turn Mir-cafſem's 
affairs might take. One day he took his reſolution at once; and, with 
out the knowledge of any one friend or acquaintance, he croſſed the 
Ganga, went over to P8raniah, and landed in the houſe of one 
Mehdy-beg, who had been his father's director and titular faint :; 
It was in the dark of the night. The man, ſenſible of Mir-caflem's 
ſeverity and exactitude, found that ſuch an arrival expoſed him to 


the utmoſt danger, as well as his queſt, and he adviſed him to quit 


his houſe, and even P8raniah immediately; and that too at that 
very moment, rather than at half an hour hence. The adven- 
turer, on hearing theſe words, got into his boat that inſtant, and 


dropping down the ſtream, _ he: concealed her iu a retired place five 


or ſix coſſes diſtant, at a ſpot, where the little river that paſſes cloſe 
to P8raniah, Joins the old bed of the Coſſéy in the rainy ſcaſon: 
there he lived five or ſix days under a borrowed” name, having, no 
more with him than five or fix people. He had the precaution; to 
ſtation» ſome ſpies and meſtengers, or harcaras, at 8d$a, who were. 
to give him notice of what turn atfurs: would take, before the event 


ſhould become public. In this#nanner>ey the Engliſh rendering 
VoL. II, 1 themſelves 
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himſelf at the head of his armed friends, he marched filently to 
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themſelves maſters of the intrenchments at that poſt, he was tlie 
firſt that got intelligence of it at PS raniah; and, as Shir-aaly-qhan, 
the Governor of the country, was abſent, being one of the defenders 
of thoſe intrenchments, the country was left empty of troops; for, 
the Governor's brother with a few ſoldiers, was rather concealed 
within the palace, than able to govern the province. Juſt at that 
time, a ſum of two lacs of rupees had been ſent on board of ſome 
boats, under the guard of a few meſſengers, which were intended 
for the treaſury at Monghyr; and theſe alſo had come and taken 
ſhelter cloſe to our adventurer's crazy veſſel. The latter, who had 
been ſo early informed of the defeat at 8dꝗa, repaired again in the 
dead of the night to the ſaint's houſe; and, as the adventurer's 
father had commanded in that country for forty years together, and 
himſelf had lived there in much influence and ſplendor, as ſom in- 
law to Siyd-ahmed-qhan, moſt of the inhabitants of thoſe parts, 
who had been either in the ſervice of his family, or were beholden 
to it for their welfare, proved well-intentioned for his cauſe. He 
was therefore liſtened to with reſpect; ſo, that ſending for ſome of 


his ancient friends, he deſired them to aſſemble in the night time 
thoſe of their acquaintances whom they knew to be brave and well 


armed, and to bring them to. him before day-break ; as on the next 
morning he intended to recover poſſeſſion of his father's government. 
There was no reſiſting the commands of one whom all revered as 
their lord's ſon and heir; ſo, that in a little time they aſſembled to 


the number of about an hundred men. It was yet dark, when he 


ſent for Goordial-fing, who had been clerk in one of his father's 
offices, and was now the principal miniſter of government at P8ra- 
niah, The man came, and as he was the main hinge of all the 
affairs of the province, he was put under the charge of a few 
friends; after which, and before the dawn of the day, the adven- 
turer mounted on the ſteed preſented him by fortune, and, putting 


the 
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the palace, where throwing himſelf into it at once, he ordered 
the deputy | Governor, who, as well as Shir-aaly, owed his for- 
tune to his father, to come to him directly. The man; confounded 
at what he was ſeeing, and intimidated by the preſence of his old 
maſter, ſubmitted. quietly, | made a profound bow, and preſented 
his nuzur in token of ſubmiſſion and acknowledgement. Roh- 


eddin-haſsein-qhan after receiving it, went and ſeated himſelf on 
the meſnud of government, from whence he iſſued orders tor the 


military muſic to play, and for the inhabitants to keep themſelves 
quiet. Theſe, on hearing of this revolution, thronged into the 
palace, where, both the gentry and people preſented their nuzurs, 
acknowledged him for their maſter, and expreſſed their joy at his 
acceſſion. Scarce was this ceremony over, when he ſent truſty 
perſons to bring back the boats laden with treaſure; and theſe being 
not gone far off, were brought back in two days. After that, he 
appointed proper perſons in every department, and diſpatched a ſup- 
plique to the Engliſh General, and one to Mir-djaafer-qhan, ac- 
knowledging the latter as his maſter, and congratulating both the 
one and the other upon their ſucceſſes. Mir-djafeer-qhan, ſenſible that 
the war was far from being at an end, was pleaſed to ſee ſo much 
ſtrength and revenue deducted from the enemy's ſeale; and, he 
ſent to the new governor a letter, in which he extolled his cha- 
rater for what he had done, and beſtowed upon him the govern- 
ment of PS raniah. The new governor being | ſtrengthened by this 


acceſſion of authority, eſtablitned his government every where, 


treated both the people and gentry with the utmoſt bemignity; and, 
firmly keeping his ſeat on the ſteed of fortune and good luck, he 
continued to ride in the fields of command and ſucceſs for a number 
of years together; nor did he loſe his ſeat, but when Mahmed- 
reza-qhan came to be e to the office of e 3 of 
_ n a fl { I TEL rr HS 
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We have left Mir-cafſem croſſing the Keremnaſſa, and flying to 
Balvent-fing's country, 'a dependence of Sudiah. ed dd; las. Frarful 
of a purſuit from the Engliſb, he did mot thin himſelf in a place 
of ſafety, until he was at ſix or ſeven coſſes beyond Banares, here 
he encamped: and ſo far likewiſe did Igo in company: with my 
friends. There I took my leave of them,; and went to Banares, 
where, after enjoying the honour of kiſſing the feet of his High- 
neſs, Sheh-mahmed-aly-hezin (whom may God place amoiigſt the 
higeſt of his ele !) I took my abode in the houſe) of my excellent 
maternal uncle, 'S&yd-abdol-aly-qhan;) the valiant; whom I found 
oppreſſed by poverty and diſtreſs. It was there J was taking ſome 
repoſe from the toils'of ſo laborious a campaigm but, I amuſed myſelf 
likewiſe with ſeeing often my friends at camp, and ſometimes J paid 
a viſit to Mir. caſſem himſelf. The latter one day aſced me, V by, 
whilft my father and brothers were in connection and in correſpon- 
dence with the Engliſh, I took tbe unprofitable trouble of. following © 
a fugitrve in his retreat? Had you not better, Sir, join the Engliſh 
blewiſe? Mortified by ſuch an addreſs, I anſwered that, „ Al- 
though in friendſhip with thoſe: foreigners, I had never betrayed 
« him; nor had I done any thing againſt his ſervice ; nor had I 
« kept any ſecret correſpondence with his enemies; nor had I ever 
« ſerved them as a ſpy 3 nor was fuch conduct of a piece with my 
“ character. Elſe,” added I, © in imitation of ſo many others, 
& ho have deſerted you, without knowing hardly where to go for 
“ bread,” I could with a deal of cafe turn to my, right, and go 
* to enjoy my father and ſelf in our family eſtate. Generoſity and 
«| friendſhip--would: not ſuffer it: nor could I reſolve upon com- 
« mitting ſuch a baſe action.“ To all this apology, the Navvab 
anſwered, by only remaining ſilent; but this ſilence was of a bad 
omen; and, from that day, I ceaſed to go ſo often te ſee him; 
contenting myſelf with ſerving the holy man above, and with 
uiſiting often Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, with ſome other ſelect friends: 
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auc there was the more porpriety in that behaviour of mine} as Mit- 
caſſem was now «06 diſmiſſing 4 * of thoſe thiar mad 
Allow this Wade % 0 Mx Thi 26 Thar 5, g lle fl 


It moſt be-obſetved, that amofglt the mulfitudes of ah cars : 
riages of all forts that attended Mir-ecaſſem's Harem: era, or fand 
tuary, in his retreat, there were numbers of covered coaclies and 4 
chairs, Which paſſed for contaimug ſome favourite ladie ies, but „ 
which, in reality, eontaimed nothing but bags of White Clotki, full 1. 
of gold coin, and of ges, 28 Well a8 f Jewels of High value. AI A 
theſe,” together "with Mir-calfrs Begum, and his other ladies, . 
both on going to Rhotas and an coring from thenee, were enttuſted 3 
to the care of Mir-fal&iman-qhan; his ſteward; x man o who „ 
he uſed to repoſe the higheſt cerfidence; but, who being well ap- 1 
ptiſed of the variety of contents in the covered cat riages, ſtole "and 45 


embezzled a number of jewels, 6f ich: a" value, as could not be 

reckoned but by lacs. The Navvab had ſome notice given him of 

the treaſon, and himſelf ſoon became ſenſible of it; but, he was 

ſenſible likewiſe” that the unproſperons ſtate of his affairs did not 

admit of his *exattilting his effects, or of calling his ſervants to an 

account, and eſpecially ſuch a man as Mir-ſulèiman- qhan: for the 

latter, after this performance of his, had put on a fakir's garb, 

with which he uſed to go to court; and, it was curious to ſee him 

ſometimes planted over againſt the Navvab, with a handkerchief in 

his hand, with which he wiped the tears, that flowed abundantly 

along his checks: he ſighed and ſobbed, and was ſaying to him, 

How fhall my heart, alas! and how Hall my eyes, bear io ſee My tatimous 
hypocriſy of 

good maſter in fuck a condition? And it was with fuch farces as Mir Sale. 

theſe that the man went on, until the perſon who had come ot 2 

Shudhah - ed- do gla's part to compliment and conſole Mir- caſſem, 

being on his return, he was himſelf ſent in his company, as an 7 

envoy to that prince. In this embaſſy, the treacherous hypocrite "= 

ed care to make his peace with Beni-bahadur, who was prime 1 

100 miniſter 
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miniſter to > Shud) :h-ed-d68la, with  Aly-beg-qhan his general, and 
with Mir-behloo, which latter had been once tutor to that prince: 
with all theſe, as well as with all the favourites of that prince's, . he 
found means to ingratiate himſelf by making them ſharers in the 
treacherous booty which he had made, giving to ſome of them 
gems of an immenſe value. He alſo took care to procure him If 
the protection of  Salar-djung, a principal favourite, whom Mir 
| ſhems- eddin, firſt envoy of | Mir-caflem's, had made uſe of as a 
mediator. with Shudjah-ed-do8la. ; Mit- ſulèiman, after having ſe- 
cured all theſe great men, returned to, Mir-cafſem's, camp with letters 
of conſolation. from every one of them, all fraught with promiſes 
without bounds, and compliments without end. Bot Mirza-ſhems- 
eddin was already arrived with letters, böth from the Vezir, and 
from the Emperor. They contained ſuch expreſſions of | kindneſs 
as eaſed Mir-caſſem's mind, and determined him to turn his. views 
to that fide, and to repair to their courts. As to Mirza-nedjet-qhan, 
that officer, after taking leave of Mir-cafſem, turned to the left, 
and went into the Bundelcund: where the Radja, or prince of the 
country, who thought that the arrival of ſuch a man could not but 
prove advantageous to his own affairs, took him into his ſervice, and 
ſhewed him the utmoſt honour and attention. After his departure, 
the fugitive prince, who on Mir-ſuleiman's return had entirely made 
up his mind, having picked up amongſt. his troops ſuch as he 
thought of the beſt ſervice, diſmiſſed and paid the reſt, and then 
directed his route towards the Emperor's and the Vezir's camp. | 
As to myſelf, this retreat put me under the neceſſity of providing 
n own circumſtances : finding that I was deſtitute of an equipage 
ſuitable to ſuch a voyage, as well as fully ſenſible that , Mir-caflem 
would never repoſe any confidence. in me, I thought it beſt to re- 
turn to Banares, and to remain there: for Mir-djaafer- han, natu- 
rally diſpleaſed with Mirrcaſſem's followers, being now. eucamped 
on nth: ban ks of the Meran,, whilſt people entertained doubts 
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about hat turn the Vezir's aſſiſtance might give to the affairs of 
the vanquiſhed, it would have been imprudent in me to return to 
Azimabad; and on the other hand, I reckoned it a happineſs, 


2 .  w» 4 * 
—— e.c>*. OW» of 
— — 


unerpectedly provided for me by Heaven, to paſs my days at the I 
feet of the venerable, holy perſonage mentioned above. Thanks , 
without meaſure are due to that cream of living men, for that in » 
ſuch a time of deſpondence and anxiety, he vouchſafed to beſtow 94 
ſome of the precious moments of his time in converſing with ſo humble | 7 | 
an individual,” as this the moſt inconſiderable of men. My pen and Y 


— 


tongue would fail in enumerating the thouſandth part of the kindneſs 
he had for me; nor do I know how I could deſcribe the care 
and benignity with which he uſed to adminiſter conſolation to 
my grief. My pen, incapable to come up to ſo difficult a taſk, as 
that of mentioning them worthily, . acknowledges with a hun- 
dred thouſand excuſes, its inability and 1 n on that OP 
ſubjeQ. 

But to return to our narrative: The complexion of the times 
being now ſo vicious, that nothing is to be ſeen amongſt the gene- 
rality of mankind but double dealing, and a traiterous diverſity be- 
tween the tongue and the heart; and ſuch morals having become 
faſhionable amongſt men, and eſpecially amongſt great folks, there 
is no wonder if neither Shudjah-ed-do8lah. nor the Emperor were 
wanting to themſelves in making artificious invitations to Mir- caſ- 
ſem, and in ſwearing to promiſes and treaties which they never 
intended to put in execution: for they were at the ſame time 
writing letters of congratulation to Mir-djaafer-qhan, and entering 
into treaties and negociations with both that prince and his allies. 
It was on this occaſion that Rao-ſhitab-rdy, of whom mention hag 
been more than once made in theſe ſheets, appeared again upon the 
ſtage of the world. This able man, on quitting Azimabad, had 
repaired to ABod, where, ſoon getting into Shudjah-ed-do8lah's 
ſervice, ' and into the good graces: of Beni-bahadyr, his miniſter 
Ty OI, | and 
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and deputy, he was now reckoned one of the latter's principal 
favourites; and, as this miniſter on the other hand, had taken um- 
brage at Mirza-ſhems-eddin's managing the whole of Mir-caſſem's 
negociation with - Shudjah-ed-do8lah, ſolely through Salar-djung's 
mediation, without his (Beni-bahadyr's) privacy or participation; 
ſo he reſolved on his: ſide to overturn all that ſtructure, to which 
they had given him no ſhare, and to raiſe a treaty and a negociation: 
on his own bottom with Mir-djaafer-qhan, and with the Engliſh, 
by inſpiring his maſter: with a miſtruſt of the former negociation, or 
at leaſt, by inſtilling in his mind ſome doubts tending that way. 
With this view he pitched upon Shitäb-ray, Who was ſent with a 
meſſage, and with letters full of civility,» together with a Qhylaat 
or dreſs of honour : and thus both the Navvab and his. miniſters. 
were now in warm connections and conferences withithe two parties. 
Mir-djaafer, availed himſelf of Rao-ſhitdb-my's' arrival, -to ſend the 
ſum of a thouſand rupees to Abdol-aaly-qhan, my maternal uncle, at 
Banares; but this remembrance of: his was due ſolely" to my uncle's 
being under a diſgrace with Mir- caſſem, and to his having been ex- 
pelled Azimabad, when 'Ram-narain, whoſe friend and: ſervant he 
had been, was put under confmement. My uncle having croſſed 
over to the Engliſh camp, was received by Mir-djaafer-qhan with 
a deal of kindneſs; and this ſudden flow of good fortune happened: 
at the very time when my-illuſtrious father, finding how matters 
had turned out, had thought it expedient to pay a viſit to the new. 
Navvab of Bengal, and was actually in camp with his two ſons: 
he was, however, received indifferently: the new viceroy, doubtleſs, 
having diſliked bis perſon on no better reaſon than that of his 
having been formerly treated with Jo much conſideration and reſpect 
by Mir-cafſem. © 35268-9196012" 0 0 £1553 970 
Whilſt the negociation was, going on with Mitoaffmy/ as Hs 
peror and the Vezir were going to Ilah- abad, in order to bring un- 
tr contoul the WO of Bundel-cund; and as they had wiſhed. 
that 
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chat the interview ſhould takte place at that city, Mir-caſſem 
marched thither; and, the armies approached ſo near to each other, 
as to be divided only by a plain of three coſſes. The Vezir, with 
great pomp and magnificence, {ct out at the head of ten or twelve 
thouſand horſe to viſit Mir- caſſem; and the latter, ou being in- 
formed of it, ordered his diſciplined ſipahis to form a lane of 
about a quarter of a mile in length, one end of which commenced 
at the door of his tent walls; and theſe as well as the tents being 1 
hung up with the utmoſt care and neatneſs, were filled up with com. able do- 


minions, vi- 


manders and officers well dreſſed. On the Vezir's approaching, Mir- — 
caſſem went out as far as the inner gate of his tent wall, where 
theſe two illuſtrious per ſonages having faluted each other, according 
to the rules of Hindoſtany civility, by an embrace, went together 
to take their ſeats on the ſame meſned. The Vezir, after having 
made the greateſt proteſtations to his gueſt, ſpoke to him with every 
kindneſs imaginable; and he invited him to go in his company 
upon a viſit to the Emperor. The offer was accepted: but, on his 
going to get up, one and twenty elegant tables, or Qbòans( 39) 
were brought in, covered with a variety of the richeſt and moſt 
curious ſtuffs: theſe were followed by large plates and Qhdans con- 
taining mounted jewels, with a variety of looſe gems, and pearls 
unſtrung: after theſe, were "preſented ſeveral elephants. of the 
greateſt ſize. This ceremony being over, the Vezir got upon his 
own elephant; and, on his deſiring his gueſt to be mounted with 
him, they ſate on the ſame Amharry('4®), and went together to the 


: * 1 
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| (139) Theſe Qh6ans are trays three feet long, and two broad, elegantly railed in, and 
ingeniouſly painted and gilt, as well as covered with a fringed towel of rich embroidery. 
The etiquette is to bring them clole to the receiver, and the ſteward, or a man of diſtinction, 
raiſing one corner of that covering, gives him juſt a glimpſe of the contents, and no more z 
the bon tan beingonly to caſt a glance at them, and to continue the converſation, 

(140) The Ambarry differs from the Hàodah in this, that the former has a canopy, aud 


is calculated for travelling and for ſtate ; whereas the latter has no cover, and is for war, * 
Vor. II. 22 Imperial * 
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8 tents, where, Mir-caſſem being introduced, . ' payed his 
reſpects to the Emperor: after which, the Vezir went on to his 
own camp, whilſt Mir- caſſem returned to his quarters. The next day 
the litter returned the viſit. The Vezir ordered his Mogul cavalry 
to put on their ſcarlet coats, and, with their muſkets in their hands, 
to form a lane from the main ſtreet of the camp, up to his..,own 


tent. Mir-caſſem having advanced with a pomp mixed with mili- 


tary array, lindel at the outer gate of the Vezir's tent walls. On 
his getting within, the Vezir advanced to the border of his carpet- 


| ing, and taking Mir-caflem by the hand, he carried him to his 


meſned. upon which they took their feats together, whilſt the 
tent and the outer yards were ſilled with commandets richly attired, 
and officers well dreſſed. The Vezir did every thing in his power 
to adminiſter conſolation to his gueſt: he promiſed. his help aud 
aſſiſtance in the ſtrongeſt terms, and made him hope that one diy 
his three dominions would be recovered from the hands of the 
ſtrangers. A few days after this viſit, Mir caſſem made choice of 
Aaly-hibrahim- qhan, to carry to Shudjah-ed-do8lali's conſort, a ſct 
of ladies“ jewels“, of a value that could be reckoned only by lacs: 
to theſe were added a Rutt, or four-wheel. carriage, of the utmoſt 
magrificence 3 it was drawn by two young elephants, covered with 
trappings of the richeſt embroidery. By. the ſame nobleman; he 
ſent a meſſage to Abs l inanſgr- qhau's! conſort, mother to Shudjah- 
ed- og lah, which princeſs he addreſſed by the appellation of mother, 
requeſting her protection, and expreſſing a hope ia her good will; 
nor did the meſſage fail to be accompanied by ſome jewels of high 
value. Theſe ceremouies being over, politics were brought upon 


the carpet. 


— 
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* 'The 3 of lady jewels and men-jewels, has been literally . to gire 
the reader a glimpſe of the Hindoſtany idiom on that head. <9 
As 


* 


As Shudjah-ed-d68lah; had come ſo far only with a view to 
bring under controul ſome, diſtrifts of Bundel - cund, and to 
receive the revenues and balances due on ſome other tercitories of 
Hah-abad, which were detained ; the matter ſeemed likely to be 
ſpun to ſome length, as the-Radja of Bundel-cund did not ſhew any 
ſign of ſubmiſſion: this. furniſhed Mir-cafſem with an opportunity 


a delay, the. conſequences. of which might afford the Engliſh time 
enough to fix themſelves firmly in their new conqueſts, he ſent a 
preſſing meſlage to the Vezir on that ſubject. He was anſwered, 
that ſuch an expedition could not be commenced, before the countries 
about Ilahabad were brought into order. Mir-caſſem replied, that 
if this was all that detained the Vezir, it was needleſs that he (Mir- 


troops, uſeleſſly encamped: Pleaſe, ſaid: he, 10 refer that ſmall affair 


a concluſion with a deal of eaſe. The propoſal being accepted, Mir- 
caſſem croſſed the Djumna, and getting into the heart of the coun- 
try, he ſoon marched beyond Beni-bahadyr, the Vezir's general, 


had a good train of artillery, mounted and ferved after the European 
manner; and he commanded a body of picked men, diſcip- 
lined after the Engliſh faſhion, and all inured to the ſervice ; he 
ſoon reduced ſome forts that had ſtopped the Vezir's general; and 
he ſo intimidated the princes of the country by a warfare and a 
ſight ſo. unuſual in the armies of Hindoſtan, that the principal 


who was in their ſervice, and had been well uſed by Mir-cafſem, 
ſoon came to an agreement, by which they ſarrendered the diſtricts 


they gave ſecurity for the payment of thoſe ſums. Mir-caſſem, 


of ſhewing himſelf to advantage. As he feared nothing ſo much as 


caſſem) ſhould remain with ſo much artillery, and ſo many good 


to me, your friend; and I will undertake in a little time to bring it 10 p 


fortreſs of the country opened it's gates and ſurrendered ; and the 
Radjas, availing themſelves of the mediation of Mirza-nedjet-qhan, 
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Minr»>cafem's 
ſcceſsfal ex» 
ition in 
the Buadel- 
cund. 


who had been loitering his time in that fruitleſs expedition. As he 


in queſtion, and ſubmitted to pay the balances demanded : moreover, 
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after this ſucceſsful expedition, that gladdened his heart, and did 
him a deal of honour, ſoon rejoined the 'Vezir's army, and pro- 
poſed again to march towards the eaſtern countries. This ſcheme 
was agreed to, and the Vezir, with the Emperor and Mir-caflem, 
marched down the river, and encamped at the city of Banares. It 
was in the middle of the month of Ramnazain, of the year 1177 
of the Hegira, at which period I had been already living theſe 
five months in the city, when this arrival put it in my power to 
enjoy my friends and acquaintances once more: for Mir-caſſem was 


_ defeated about the end of the ſecond Rebi, or in the beginning of 


the firſt Djemadi ; and it was the middle of Ramazan when he ap- 
peared again at Banares with- the Emperor and'the Vezir, in full 
hopes of recovering the ſovereignty of his loſt dominions. The 
agreement he concluded was on theſe terms: That on the Vezir's 
*© crofling the Ganga, and entering the enemy's country, Mir-cafſem 
„ from that day, and for ſo long as the expedition might laſt, 
„would pay him for the expences of ne army a win eleven 
lacs of rupecs per month.“ 

Fortune would have it ſo, that before this army had moved, it 
ſhould. be joined by an unexpected reinforcement. Mair-djaafer-qhan, 
on ſtopping at the Kerem-naſſ#, and giving over his purſuit, had pro- 
miſcd the troops a ſam of money, by way of gratuity, as a reward 
for ſo laborious a campaign; but as the money was not payed, Mo- 
ſhur Medec, a French-man who ſerved in the Engliſh army, had 
come to ſome altercations with the Engliſh commander on that 
fulure; and the matter went ſo far, that the French-man at the 
head of above a hundred ſoldiers of his nation, quitted the camp 
with arms and baggage, and I believe alſo, with a field piece, and 
marched into Radja Balvand-fing's country. A party of Engliſh 
pariued him for ſome time; but on recollecting the impropriety of 
lighting up the flames of diflention for ſo ſmall a ſubject, and afford- 
ing a natter.of diſcontent to the Vezir, they returned back; and 


the Fricuch took ſervice with Sudjah-edd681ah. : | 


_ 
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Emperor, and Mir-cafſem, were encamped at Banareſs, they uſed to 
pay their reſpects together to the venerable Sheh-mahmed-aly-hezin 
( whom God may place amongſt the higheſt of his ele&!) and they 


it was ſeveral times obſerved in what fell from the lips of his venera- 
ble Majeſty, that he objected to their marching againſt the Engliſh, 


mongſt themſelves: he alſo ſtrongly diſſuaded me from following 
the combined army: Theſe people, ſaid he, are not likely to be ſucce/* 
ful againſt thoſe ſtrangers; and I believe that after having only mea 
ſured the road for ſome ſtages forwards, they will in a ſhort time- 


me all the impreſſion it deſerved; and the defire of rejoining my fa- 


ſo ſalutary a warning, and to enjoy the honour of waiting much 


threw a bridge of boats over the Ganga; and that army, as nume- 
rous as the billows of the ſea, croſſed over, "nd a little after, was 
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honored with the Qbylaat of a rich Dopata each; and this was bound round their turbant, nt 


had always a large number of, ſervants, and lived well, and made preſents to ſovereigns t 
the head of mighty armies, as one who confers marks of honor, was reputed to have a famili r 
genius that brought him money, or at leaſt to ba maſter of the philoſophical ſtone. Fe 
ſpent a thouſand rupees: per month; but at his death he was found to be reduced to his lat 
thirty-four mohrs or double guineas, whether his familiar, ſenſible of his approaching end, 


and preſerve bis ſenſes {0 the very 2 See r:maik 30, ſection vi i. 


Whilſt theſe three mighty perſonages, to wit the Vezir, the 


were admitted to the honor of waiting upon his Holineſs('4';, And 


as they were ſo very inferior to thoſe ſtrangers in the arts of war, in 
diſcipline, in knowledge, and eſpecially in union and concert a- 


meaſure it backwards again. But this I. did not make upon 


mily, and of reviſiting thoſe places and friends to which I had been 
accuſtomed from my youth, did not ſuffer me to avail myſelf of 


longer on his Holineſs. The Vezir, a few days after that viſit, 


(141) This anecdote, which is literally tranſlated, ſhews the high reſpect paid to learning 
in India, and to that man in particular. But there is a great deal more than this anecdote * © 
Shudjah-ed-d68la,and Mir-caſſem having repeated the viſit, as if to take their leave, ab | 


by the holy man 'himſelf, but by his ſteward: Nor did he ſtand up for them, whereas 
both theſe Princes, as well as the Emperor, had bowed profoundly to him. This man, who 


had ceaſed his ſupply, or his ſervants had made away with the reſt. He was aged eighty-two, 12 
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put in motion. It was through the Radja Balvand:ſing's country. 
This price, who was exceedingly ſhrewd, and withal ſo weslthy, 
that his riches were reckoned by corors, bore a great character 
amongſt the Gentoos for proweſs; but was ſo very wary and ſhy, 
that no art, and no per ſuaſion, had ever been able to bring bim to 
pay a viſit to Abd l- manſg r- qhan, or to his ſon, Shudjah-ed- döglah. 
At this time however he was perſuaded by Beni-bahadyr, and all the 
commanders of that miniſter's troops, who | pledged themſelves for 
his ſafety; and he liſtened to the infinuations of N8r-el- haſſen · qhan, 
the Belgramite, a man of conſequence, who although ſent to en. 
force by his preſence. the balances due by that zemindar, had gained 
much credit on his mind, Induced by the perſuaſions of to many 
perſons of character, who pledged themſelves for his ſafety, he now 
for the firſt time made his appearance in the camp of a viceroy: 
but it was in the middle of two or three thouſand. picked horſe, and 
ſeveral thouſand: men of infantry, all attached to his. perſon; and 
it was with ſuch a cort6ge he paid his reſpects to the Vezir. This 
addition, great as it was, was hardly perceived iu an army, which 
proved ſo very numerous, that as far as the eye could extend, it 
covered the country and plains, like an inundation, and moved like 
the billows of a ſea. But there was ſo, little order and diſcipline 
amongſt theſe troops, and ſo little were the men accuſtomed to com- 


dal . mand, that in the very middle of the camp, they fought againſt each 


tacks the 


— other, killed and murdered each. other, plundered each other, and 
vel went out a plundering and marauding without the leaſt ſcruple, or the 
leaſt controul. No one would inquire. into thoſe matters; and 
thoſe ungovernable men ſcrupled not to plunder to the right and left 
with impunity, and even to ſtripe and kill people of their own army, 
4 if they chaticed to lag behind their main, or to be found in ſome 
1 | lonely ſpot. They behaved exactly like a troop of highway men. 
4 It was not an army, but a whole city in motion; and you. could F 
4 have found in it whateyer could be had in former times in Shah- : 
| | djehan-abad 
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dj chan-ibad itſelf, "whilſt that city was the capital and 4 eye of 
all Hindoſtan. But if that moving city ſwarmed with ſo many 
ſenſeleſs men, it had lixewiſe ſome men of ſenſe; and theſe never 
ceaſed to repreſent directly, as well as indirectly, That to wage 
« war with the Engliſh, according to the method cuſtomary in 
G India, would not anſwer any good purpoſe: that whenever thoſe 
« ſtrangers ſhould be left at liberty to range themſelves in battle 
« array, according to their own rules, with their field- pieces pro- 
1 perly ſtationed, and their Talingis upon the wings, ſo few as a 
4% thouſand of them would always prove an over match for an army 
&« of fifty thouſand Hindeſtanies: that fince then tlie Vezir's mode 
« of warfare was by ſkirmiſhes, and his ſoldiers | were inured to that 
c ouſtom, it would be mote advantageous to leave the heavy bag - 
gage, with the greater part of the troops, in the camp where they 
were; and with a choice body of picked men, horfe and foot, 
to advance on the enemy, amongſt whom diviſions had already 
& crept fo fir, that they thought only of a retreat: that now was 
the time to fall at once une xpectedly upon them, before they had 
prepated for their arch. If we ſucceed in breaking their ranks,” 
faid they, “ and in diſturbing their battle array, victory is om's, and 
% ſueceſs has crowiledd out deſign: if we are repulſed, we ſhall 
have killed ſome bf them at leaſt; and by hanging endleſſly on 
« their rear, deſtroying their carriages, rendering their cannon uſeleſs, 
cutting off their laggers. burning their baggage, ravaging their 
© country, and rendering” their ſubſiſtence difficult, we ſhall keep 
them in perpetual alarms every day without fail ; but ſo however 
as to encamp every night out of the reach of a ſurpriſe% : and this 
mode of war muſt be kept on, without quitting them for a Kio. 
until they are gone within the walls of Azimabad. If, before. 
they reach that place, we ſucceed in deſtroving them 1 retail, 
e have carryed our point; elſe, if we have not, we ſhall retire 
* towards Saharſeram, atid paſs the rainy ſeaſon there: and meanwhile, 
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L officers of underſtanding and abilities, with ſeveral bodies of troops, 


of Sarun, - whoſe buſineſs, ſhall be to take poſſeſſion of a country 


© the greateſt eaſe, and may ſtill, by it's lenity, conttibute to gain 


reverſe of fortune: he was fo full of himſelf, and fo proud to have 


model, that whenever any one made bold to propoſe any advice 
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may be ſent over to the other fide of the Ganga; into the diſtrict 


« undefended, but where, without offering the leaſt injury to the 
„ meaneſt huſbandman, the revenue and land- tax muſt be ſettled 
*« upon ſo low a- footing, as that the contribution may be raiſed with 


« the hearts of the zemindars, and of the inhabitants. - By ſuch a 
method, contributions might be eſtabliſhed: in many diſtricts of 
« Bahar and Bengal, not too far from the army; as whilſt thoſe 
troops would be employed on the other fide of the Ganga, others 
might be as uſefully employed on this ſide, up to the environs of 
*« Azimabad: that mean while; parties ought to be kept running 
* up and down the river, and ſcouring. every part of it, whoſe buſi- 
« neſs would be to. ſeize or ſink. every boat going to Azimabad, and 
even to put every boatman to the ſword ; a practice that would 
*« ſoon put a ſtop to all importation of grain for the enemy's account. 
„The Engliſh indeed will reſiſt; but being ſtraitened for victuuls 
« and for every thing elſe, they will of themſelves evacuate Azim. 
c abad.and return to Bengal. After which retreat, it will be time 
« enough to examine again what line of conduct we are to purſue,” 

This advice upon the mode of proſecuting the war was a wiſe 
one, and the beſt undoubtedly that could be given; but it made no 
impreſſion on the mind of the Vezir, a man predeſtinated to a 


fought by the ſide of the Abdali king, whom he had taken for his 


upon the mode of carrying on the war, he uſed to cut him ſhort 
with a do not trouble yourſelf about that; you ſhall fight as I ſhall bid 
you. The Engliſh, meanwhile, being much diminiſhed in number, 
and much fatigued by fo ſevere a campaign in the very height of the 
rainy ſeaſon, had commenced flagging : intimidated by Shudja-ed- 

do8lahs 


"0 | 
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d 8lah's character for proweſs, *and"impreſſed with an opinion of he 


bravery and number of his troops, they dic not think themſelves a 


match for them in the field : witch this notion they repaſſed the 


Sohong , and reſol ved to retire within the walls of Azimabad. The 


camp at Bueſar, was therefore raiſed, and they retteated with pre- 


cipitation. Shudjah-ed-d681ah, with the Emperor and Mir-caſſem in 


his company, marched on proudly and triumphantly; and, having 


advanced by continual marches, he entered the province of Aima. 
bad, where his troops burning and plundering to the diſtance of 


five or ſix coſſes in every direction, did not leave a trace of popula- 
tion throughout all that tract of ground. The poor inhabitants, 


whoſe hearts had been expanded on heaing of the arrival of an Em. 


perot and a Vezir, no ſooner found themſelves ex poſed to every kind of 
inſolt and oppreſſion, than they returned their heartieſt thanks to 
the Engliſh, and prayed to God for their proſperity and return: for 
this nation, ſo fat from plundering and facking, had never offered 
the leaſt: injury to any one en m ee penn 
in Bengal. 4. ado | 

As ſoon as I ſaw the Vene s army nd at Mecrain, a con- 
fiderable town on the banks of the Sohon, I could not help thinking 
of my family. I had panted this long while for a fight of my 
mother; and, forgetting at once the ſanguinary and undiſciplined 
diſpoſition of theſe troops, I got into a chopala®, a carriage very 
well known in Iadia, and ſet out thoughtlefily for Huſſéin-abad, 
which was the capital of the diſtrict conſtituting the hereditary 


diaghir, or eſtate of our family. I had with me ouly two or three 


ſervants, and a bullock loaded with ſome ſmall baggage. We paſſed 
the Sohon, and, taking by the way a friend of mine called Mah- 
m8d-qhan, with two or three men more, I went forwards. Being 


; 


* ———— 


an A: 


(*)- A cha8pala is to palekd, hat a waggon is to coach 2 
Vor. 6 
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a at, Sheh-pBra; .a hfle. town, deſerted. by its inhabitants on ac 
count of the -xavages:; enmmitted by the Vezit's troops, yas: fur- 
priſed to hear;the neighing of horſes, and then to ſee a number of 
armed men ; but cod nat comprehend from whence came thoſe 


horſes, and how / any of; the; inhabitants had dated to ſtand their 


ground. With a little reſſt chi 1 found they muſt be ſome fre- 
booters from the army: aud thinking it iraptoper to tarry there, I 


was paſhing onwards. A mament after, I perceived a cloud of duſt, 


from whence roſe-1now: aid: chen a number af pikes. I was con- 
founded at the fight: a little aftercl diſcoveredo that: the duſt Was 
raiſed by ſeveral thouſanda head of, cattle, amidſt which could be 
diſtinctly ſeen two ar three hundred Mogul and Afghan troopers, of 
the Vezir's army. Finding myſelf alone in that lomiely plain, with 
only my friend in his chopala, and a few ſervants, I cencluded my- 
ſelf in imminent danger; and abandonning my bullock with what 
he had on his back,  Lireſdlved to ſtrike to my right, and to take my 
route beneath the banks of the Sohon, and amongſt it's ſands, 
where I hoped to march without being diſcovered. ' As they were 
yet far off, and I thought they had not ſeen me, I explained my 
mind to my chopala- carriers, or chairmen, who were all of long 
ſtanding in my ſervice ; their head man did not approve of the re- 
ſolution I took; and he obſerved, 66 That they muſt have diſcovered 
«us, Juſt as we had ſeen them; * and, that ſhould we quit the high- 
road at once, they would attribute this retreat to our fears, and 
„would plunder us with the more boldneſs. We have no other 
part left then, ſaid the man, * than biet of advaneing in our way 
„through the very middle of them.“ This advice s a 
good one, I followed it, bad remembered whe quitles::.i ae 
Sometimes it happens that an ignotant boy 
** Will lodge an arrow within the very mark.“ 
As we were advancing on both ſides, we ſoon met, and o one of 


the troopers, whom I ſaw to be a Mogul, lighting op His mug, 
came 
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came down: upon we, / and: aſked who 1 wagzs/and--vbither I was 
$oibg?1 L anſweredʒ Mut ir t bas to you?: I am geing on the; Vexir's 


parts ib bring io him Shu. Srdtien aaly- j bam babadyr, the Afſedidjung, 
@ry gneur man, robo liibeb om bir eftats at the foot of the moun 


errand. My bulloct cm behind: pray tell my man to avalk faſter. 
Afteritheſe: few. lwords;7: I marched on: and, the man fiudiug how 
uiconceinediy e ſpoke; ſuſpected no artifice: and no deception . 


ſuch troop 3/-andg!1theſer having put only a ſingle queſtion to us, 
which: wds anfwered by my ſervant, continued their route. A little 
farther; w e metia third party, cloſe to a village; and theſe offered 
_ nojqueſtion/ /ap-alls; hut paſſe om without minding us. We were 
marching. on, but, ſurrounded on every direction by?villages on fire, 
and the fmbkertolgeur to Htayen. After marching five miles more, 

wearrivedJat. thei village of Mehvan, which was deſerted ; and 
there was not a ul: to be feen'there, but two watchmen, of whom 
Laſked;whetherithole free - booters had been plundering ſtill 'farther ? 
No, faid the mam, they have only plundered and ſacked as far as 
this village; arid they have carried away every head of cattle that 


to give notice of this to the other villages} as they would the next 
day rarry their ravages ſtill further; and, after having repoſed for 
ai\wwhole: hour there, we marched forward; and at laſt arrived at 
Hoflcin-abad ; from whenoeg; after a ſhort interview with my mo- 
ther and-brother, and mytotlier relations, fot two days together, 


= r 2 and 


they: could diſcoder. Oui this anſwæt, I recommended to the men 


min of. Rνν‚Ü. And ho is that other man on the chôg palah, e- a 75 
plied. the Mogul? HH it my friend, ſaid I, and'we go on the fame _ 


- * 


nor did he offer us any injury. Half a mile farther, I met another 


I returned to the army As this hach advanced from Mubib-aaly- 
poor; my journe i acοονt of tlie freebooters that infeſted the 

ways was become leneedingiy dangerous: nevertheleſs J arrived 
ſafe; but it was 10/ſeeta ſtrange ſpektacle, The Engliſh were re- 
t after Having lightened themſelics' of ſome heavy baggage; 
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The En- 
gliſh in diſ- 
treſs, retreat 

undet the 
cannon of 


Aim abad. 
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and they had marched as far as. Arvel;; where, aut dafing to Rand. 
their. ground againſt" an attack from the Vertt's troops; they had 
quitted the field, and were marching to Atimabad, after having 


been at much trouble in keeping at a diſtance tie numerous free 
bootets of the enemy's army. Being arrived at Aimabad, they 
placed ſome of their artillery upon the towets, and taking the 
reſt with them, they went out, and took poſt;:towards thꝰ but- 
treſſes, at the head of the dyke which controuls the water of that 
lake, by which the greateſt part of the city is ſurrouided in the 
rainy ſeaſon, on the ſouthern fide, There they threw up an in- 
trenchment, enlarged che dyke, fortiſied it with towers or but- 
treſſes, and placed Mir djaafer-qhan, with his Indians, behind their 
own army, adding to them ſome. companies of their a.] Talingas, 
as if they had intended them, as enn Mir-djaafer-qhan' 5 
for a body of reſetve. Try 017 nd 57 
Whilſt. the Engliſh were preparing. ne the Vezir, A 


rained by the neceſſity of aſtording plenty of water to ſo numerous 


an army, was obliged, inſtead of marching to A Zimabad by the 
ſtraight road, to deſcend along the banks of the Schon; as fat as the 
town of M8nir-mil, where I had the good luck to. join the army. 
From thence he advanced in a ſtraight line to P8lvary,”-which is 


only four coſſes from Azimabad4 and, although there was plenty 


of wells by the way, yet ſo numerous was the atmy, that he was 


obliged to order as many more to be dug every where. After ſtay- 


ing one day there, the Vezir advanced to attack the Engliſh; * 


army, which was as numerous as the ants and as the locuſts, pro- 
ceeded by the highroad, as, tar as the reſervpir of Nleti· pd r, 3 


| the village of Lohan, where: there is a monument over the tomb 
of Mir-caſſem's father. .*Radja Beni-bahadyr,owith Radja Balyant- 


ſiug, took poſt at the left of the Vezir's: heshad in his- line three 


thouſand: Rohillas, commanded by theit counttyman, Vnäiet-qhan, 


ſon to Hafyztrahmet the Rohilla, lord-of Berheily and Pilibeit 3 


and 


— 14 
& 12 


view or MODERN - TIMES. 


ng at ths eibol Uf this, was the Ghoſſa zin, or KAlkir, PIR five 
thouſand! Gentoos, as naked as himſelf. Behind theſe, but at 
ſome diſtance, Was placed Somro“ with five regiments of diſcip- 
lined Talingas of Mir-caſſem's, ſuppported by ſome pieces of 
cannon, mounted and ſerved in the Engliſh manner. Behind theſe, 
und over? 'apainſt the intrenchment defended by Mir-djaafer-qhan, Mir- 
cafſem himſelf had taken poſt to the right of Beni-bahadyr's, but 
in ſuch'a'manner, as to be out of the reach of the cannon balls. 
He had about ſix or ſeven thouſand horſe. As to myſelf, the poor 
man, as I was now in no man's ſervice, and had followed Mir- 
caſſem's army only for the pleaſure of accompanying Aaly-hibrahim- 
*qban, and Mitza-bakyr, and Mirza-abdollah, my friends, I amuſed 
myſelf with galloping vp and down, and examining the ſeveral ſta- 
tions taken by each body of tröbps. The Vezir, availing bimſelf 


urbs, advanced to the very ſeat of Zahir- huſſein · chan: from 
whence, coming in the open plain, he went on advancing flowly 


and rockets. The Engliſh, on their fide, were pouring an in- 
ceſſant ſtorm of cannon balls; and, theſe balls reaching Somro's 

ranks, which were more advanced by half a coſs than thoſe of 
Mir-caſſem's, killed and wounded many of his Talingas; but, as 
ſome of theſe balls by paſſing ug over his ranks, fell only in the empty 
| ſpace which remained between Somto, and his maſter Mir-caſſem, 

a meſſenger” mounted on a dromedary broughe to the latter this meſ- 
ſage from the Vezir: ** What for are you lagging behind there, 
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(*) His. German, name 'was | Somers 3 ke 5 aries OLE BOY Mir-eaſſem-qhan, for 
| | Shudjah .ed-do8lah, he quitted the latter, for turning independent. This adventuter at 
the head of ſix or (ſeven thouſand. diſciplinned ſipahees, and a train of ſixteen piece 
of cannon, was covrted by all the powers of Hindoſtan, who by turns were endeavovring to 

hare him in their ſervice. He died in Nedjef-qhan's army, er er rieb. His wife, called 
* * was 4 woman of uucommon genius. L991... 


- 
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-Wa"val dly, his troops keeping up a continual fire of muſquetry 
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Engagement 


under the 
walls of Pat- 
na. 


of the cover afforded him by ſeveral detached buildings in the ſub- 5 
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+ whillt I am warmly engaged with. your enemies} Advance, as 1 


do, and engage the enemy on your fide, as I don mine. If 
you cannot advance, ſend forward, at leaſt, Somro with his Ta- 


„ lingas and his field pieces: fend them to me, that I may oppoſe 
« their fire to the Engliſh; and, ſo Won as I fee: them engaged, 
„ will wheel round with my cavalry, and take them in flank,” 
This direct meſlage was. apſwered by, Mir-aflem in an indirect 


vague manner; and he diꝗ not moye from bis poſt, not did he 


$ hudjah-ed- 
dos la's 
gorouſly re- 
pulſed by the 
Engliſh. 


ſend any orders, to Somro. By this time it Mas paſt twelve, aud then 
the Ghoſſdin with his naked ſoldiers, advanced, to the charge; but 
being received by the Engliſh with ſeveral diſcharges of grape, they 
ſoon fell into the utmoſt diſorder, after looſing numbers in ſlain and 
wounded, I was, as I have ſaid, on horſe backbetween Mir, Caſſem's 
troops and thoſe of Beni-bahadyr's; and I no; ſooner. ſaw the naked 
Sanyaſſces advance to the attack, than 1 forewarued my friends, chat 
if after ſome diſcharges of grape, the firing ccaſad, they might reſt 
aſſured that the Engliſh. had the worſt of it, or poſſibly were totally 
deſeated; but, that if after the diſcharge of grape and a little pauſe, 
they. beard » firing again, and with cannon, ball, then they might 


reckon that the Sanyaſſees had been certainly 8 The event 


proved to be preciſely as I had foreſeen; and, the Sanyaſſes having 


been very roughly handled by the Engliſh, were retreating with 


precipitation. Ou ſeeing this, ShudJah-ed-do8lah's troops rallied; 


and, Vnaiet-qhan in a moment after adyaticed with his Rohillas and 
ſome other troops, to the charge. But he was received by the 
Engliſh, as they had received the Sanyaſſees. I waited: to hear the 
Evgliſh c:nnon, as 1 had done before, kao. inſtead of that, 1 
obſerved that the tower towards Mehdy-gund) had commenced firing | 
inceſſantly; It was now about three in the afternoon ; and, the 
Vezir having rallied his troops again, brought them to a third charge, 
which being well ſupported. by repeated efforts, at laſt made an im- 
preſſion on the Engliſh : Some Ae. and much fluctuation was 


1 


perceived 


* . 
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perceived amongſt them; inſomuch, that ſome of their drummers 

and fiſers, men Who play to them in an engagement, were taken 
priſoners by the enemy. This fluctuation, however, was only for 
a metneut: for ſoon they recovered their ranks, and continned firm 
end-immoveable, firing with ſo much briſkneſs, that the Vezht's 
troops, N maccuſtomed to ſo hot a fire, retreated to their firſt'' poſt. 
Al this while Beni bahadyr and Balvant- ſing did not move at all 
throughout the whole engagement; for the only one from amongſt 
their troops that did any ſervice, was Sheh · din mahmed, au adopted 
ſon of Sheh-mudjahed, an old commander, who had long ſerved 
under Ser. bg lend- qhan: this officer, putting himſelf at the head of 
his corps, advanced briſkly to the charge, but was killed on the 
ſpot. At this very time, I obſerved that a weſterly wind rifing on 
the backs of the Engliſh, commenced blowing full in the face of 
the Vezir's troops, againſt whom they were advancing, with their 
artillery in front. On this appearance, the Vezir ſent a dromedary 
meſſenger with reproaches to Mir-caſſem, for his negle& and back- 
wardneſs during the whole engagement. The meſſenger added, 
that as the day was quite ſpent, he ought to return to camp, where 
the Vezir would take meaſures for renewing the engagement the next 
day. On this meffage, Mir-caflem ſent word to Somro, who was 
advanced a little before him, to fall back with his Talingas and 
cannon and in the evening he followed himſelf, and retired to- 
wards his quarters. It was now the duſk of the evening, and 
Shudjah-ed-d681ah was already retired, and Mir-caſſem was allo re. 
treating, when a captain with two or three companies, poſſibly out 
of particular enmity to his perſon, detached himfelf from the Eng- 
lich line, and advancing on Mir-caſſem's retitiug troops, gave 
them a volley. The laggers no ſooner received this fire, than they 
fled with precipitation, and with all their might: and it was then 


onl at I got ſome intelligence of Mir-caſſem's back wardneſs, 
which I could not know ſooner, as I had been all this while at a 
| | diſtance 


ordered his people to keep the Vezir occupied and in play, ſent into 
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diſtance from him. - It became high time for. me to retire likewiſe ; 
but it was too dark: and there was too much noiſe, duſt; . aud con- 


| fuſion, for me to know how I could find my way to my quarters: 


fo that 1 loſt my way entirely at laſt. But, luckily I recovered:1 it again, 


and found a path to my own tents on making an obſervation upon 


the riſing of the eveing ſtac. At day break there was a report of the 
Vezir's being mounted again, but it proved groundleſs. "Two 
days after, another report ran throughout the troops, and it was, 
that he had got a bubo; but ſome others better iuformed, 
aſſerted that the Vezit having been wounded in the groin, had 


got his wound medicamented under the name of a bubo, for fear of By 


diſcouraging his troops. After his recovering a little, he moved from 
his poſt, and going to the ſouthward of (the city, he encamped on 
the river of PSn-p$n, where every day ſome report ſpread in 
camp: one day, that he would attack the enemy by Mir-djaafer- 


qhan's quarters; another, that he would fall on him by the weſtern 


fide of the city. All this while, he uſed to get on horſe back every 
morning, with a ſmall number of people about his perſon, with 
which he uſed to take a turn round the city-walls, and round the 


intrenchment. One day it happened that ſome Englith officers with 


Mir. mehdy-qhan in their company, a commander who had now 
quitted Mir-cafſem's ſervice for their's, were taking a view of the 
environs of the city, and of the Vezu's encampment; nor had they 
more than a company of Talingas with them. The Vezir was alſo 
upon his ſurvey that very morning, accompanied as uſual; and the 
two parties meeting together, ſome abuſive language was exchanged, 
and a ſkirmiſh took place with ſabers, lances, and arrows, on one 
fide, and with muſquets and bayonets on the other. In this conflict, 
Mir-mehdy-qhan having diſcovered the Vezir, whoſe perſon was 
known to him, pointed him out to the Engliſh commander,, who 
to all appearance was Major Carnac himſelf; and the latter having 


"4 


the 
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to ſurround the Vezir's people, when a trooper ran to camp, and 
gave notice that he was actually ſurtounded by the Engliſh, and go- 
ing to fall in their hands, This indeed would have been the cafe, 


Had not the Vezit become ſenfille of his danger, and thought proper 


to run for it; he turned about, and fled; and then recovering himſelf, 

he retreated at a flow pace, and regained his camp. Mean while the 
trooper had ſpread fo flrange an alarm throughout the whole army, 
that Mir-caflem taking wich him ſuch troops as he found at 
hend, Whether of bis own or others, made haſte to reſcue the 


Vezir ; but he met him on the road: they returned together; and 


in this manner, a tumult that had riſen to a great height, ſubſided 
at once. Two or th ee ſuch ſkirmiſhes more happened in the ſequel · 


But, now the rains were ſetting in; and a the Vezir urpung no | 


giouud dry enovgh for his encampment round the city, reſolved to 
r<tire'as far as Bacſar. This little town-is on the very extremity of 
the province of Bahar, but upon a high ground on the banks of the 
Ganga, over againſt Ghazi-p8r, which is in the dependance of 
Radja Balvent, his own vaſfal. He intended to quarter and bar- 
rack his army there during the rainy ſeaſon, in which time he 
would provide for the operations of the next campaign. This de- 
ſign was put in execution immediately; he beat the general, raiſed 
the ſiege, and-marched back by the way of Monir. 

My father all this while had been in the army, where he had 
* his reſpects to the Emperor and te the Vezir; and as I had my- 
ſelf taken ſervice with the former, on my proving do diſſatisfied with 
Mir Caſſem, we both remained at camp for a full fortnight more: 
the army having -tarried ſo long on the banks of the Sohon, after 
having forded that river at Calver, the capital of the Bodj-poor 
country. . From thence my father reſolved to return to his eſtate: 
and as I was myſelf ſo diſguſted with the endleſs diſorders which reign- 
ed in the Vezir's ww _ I I | it WOES. to-remain any 


Vor I. n 8 100 longer 


— 7 1 % 


317 
Kg city for ſome wos troops: 1 chis new detachment v was 5 advancing 


318 ruf sin Mere ox, 
longer j in. it I reſolyed to attach myſelf to the.Engliſh, for whom I 
had this long while conceived an affection; I had even ſome connec 
tions with them; elpecjally with Doctor Fullarton, ho had fo 
luckily eſcaped from the ſinguinary hands of Mir Caſſem's. Some 

correſpondence had alſo ſubſiſted between him and me; and it was by 
that means he. had in formed me that the Emperor inclined fo the 

Engliſh paxty in his heart: he had likewiſe adviſed me early to pray! 

vide for myſelf and for that princg's reaching the Engliſh camp. 

This intelligence I imparted to my father, and I exhorted bim 0 19, 

take the lead in an aff iir that would eſtabliſh our family, ang intitle 

him to the gratitude of that nation. I added, that it was evident that 
ſo long as the Vezit continued to command ſuch unruly troaps, and 
to be at vatiance with bis confederates, as well as to tutti a deaf car 
<< to. every ſaber advice, he would not be likely de prevail again 

« the Engliſh : that matters ſtanding in ſueh a predieament, it 

„g uld be advantageous. to jein a nation that ſeemed to entertain A 

« vveneration for the Imperial perſon, and an jnclination- for 18 in- 

tegeſts: both which they expreſſed every whete in their orfeſpon- 

6 dence with me, in ſuch a manner as rendered it proper. and ecpedieit 

<< for that prince to write to the ruler of that nation, ſuch a letter as 

* they ſeemed to wiſh for.” My father having liſtened to all | this, 

impatteg the whole toMunnir-ed-Co8lah, with whom he waited on the 

Emperor. This princes who was fick of his. dependence on Shudjah-ed- 

döglah, as well gs tired with his obſtinacy and his airs of ſuperiority, 

was deſirous likewiſe to ſhake: off the yoke” that had inſenſibly ſlipt 
upon his neck; aud he approved:the advice. After which, he wrote to 
the Engliſh: commander; a letter in tlie ſtyle his miniſters defirgd.: 

but, When it was brought ſignede to bim, he added theſe words 

wich his on hand: Know, that whenever , ſuch a letier, and in 

fuch a hand, pall come to yen, the Engliſi commander, -by ibe 
minifiryof the preſent bearer, (ineaning me, che por man). you are 

10 give ay implicit belief to the ſame ; but; if any ather- handwriting 

foould come io hand by any other perſon, then you are Jt think it 
ſpurious, 


A 
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Hur ius, er, at leaſt; written toiib intent 16 fo Reeg Vene terms with 
the Veair, but" without” the” Eniperor's' Fed! 'tonſent.” The intent a 
of the addition was to put the Ehgliſh upori their” guard alu 
another negociation ſet on foot by Ro- nitab- Tay s channel. "Fre 
Emperor, who knew the latter to be in SHud}ahted-d68lh's ſervice, 
and ag intimate” friend of Benicbahadyt's, tecommended to me to Ma- 
nage in ſuch a rather, as neither” the Vezit no F Bis agent ſhould 
know any, thing of the contents of his ier. 2945 » 
After receiving theſe 'credetitials” I Tet out with my rather, wil 


took e road to "tis eftate, boom 1 Nen lawn to Atinabad. 


who loved "tie, had rendered me many wag, and really was an 
excellent an. But; it was my ill tack that the Doctor, who had' 
hithetto been wy thedfator, and my chatitiel of conveyance with that 
| commander,” Wab how upon the worſt terms with him; and unfor- 
tunately I knew nothing of the matter as yet. I therefore ſent him 
intelligetice of my "ming j aud ne conveyed it to the general, who 
ſent ſore of his meſſengers of ©harcarahs' with 2 written older to 
ſorne captains of His, ſtationed Wirk a party upon the road, 6 pro- 
cure me a free paſlige. Being arrived” in town, 1 Went to Doctor 
Fullarton's, from whittn'T lexted chat he Was upon ill terms or 
the generi”® But, 48 1 Had atteady informed him of the eka 
poi hich T Had come, 1 intreated kim to be upon hi; $ $0264” oy 
Sadorath; agent of b Shitab- T4) 8; and to take care that he thbitd nor” 
cone to the knowledge of che buſinefs Wich Half Bbobitis 1 my talk ; 
for] that ſuch a diſcovery would probe of grear differvice” both to 
the Empetor, and to Möntür-ed-d88 th, aud could" do no good ts 
either try father | ot me. The Pott6r Auſweted, that” e would 
ſerve che blthr aft his wight, but chat he doubred 'muck” whether 
oy: buſſnefs worlE ficcesd ut this tithe; © Be. it as it y, n the 
ſecond day I was ſent för by Naser Caruse, Upon” wh Mö 1 
wilted in company with the Doctor. I found the Major ſitting 
8 2 with 
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with Mir djaafer · qhan 3 and I ſhewed him the Emperor s letter 
The Major kiſſed it, put it upon his head, and having ſtepped aſide. 
with Mir-djaafer:qhan. to hear the contents, he returned ; and his. 
anſwer was, „ That at preſent the Emperor did, not diſpoſe of his. 
* own. actions; he was under another's, controul, and intirely de- 
10 pendent on the Vezir's pleafure and willi: and that this being the 
« caſe, the Engliſh. could not obey his Majeſty” s commands.“ This 
1s what he ſaid; but, it becomes highly probable, that after having 
ſaid ſo much, he ſent, far Sadoram, and ſhewed him, the Emperor's 
letter, of which that agent took a copy, Which he ent to Rada. 
Shitab-räy. The Major, after theſe words diſmiſſed me, and then. 
ſent me a ſupplique for the emperor ;, but as I had concluded that all 
my trouble had anſwered no purpoſe, 1 ſent the ſupplique by one of 
the Emperor 8 meſſengers, and retired to. our eſtate at  Hufſeinabad.. 


br; There I lived with my father, with whom I found both Mirza- 
| 
| 


bakyr and Mirza-abdollah „ two. friends, who, had. come over to. 

| paſs the rainy ſeaſon with him. 3 «cd L Ben 
| It was during my ſtay at Hofginabad, pn Chart. of Mir- 
| caſſem s havin g. been, arreſted by. Shudjah-ed-d6 8lah's order, and 
confined ʒ ſo that 1 ſhall faithfully, 1 relate this. event in the. ſame 
manner a as 1 had heard it related afterwards. by Aaly-hibrahim-qhan,, 
who cut a great figure i in that. whole tranſaction · It muſt be ob« 
ferred, "that Mir-eaſſem, Who had promiſed to pay eleven lacs of. 
rupeęs per month, to, the Vezir, and had, been hard preſſed for pay- 
went at the ſiege of. Arima; of courſe wanted: to get out pe; the: 
and, 7 once for ha following meſlage to him, alles having: 8 
flected for a; while on ſome. expedient to extricate himſelf :: 
< conceiye, that, you ought to ſend me towards Bengal and Moorſhoo- 
6 dabad, to the end, that by eſtabliſhing contributions, L may. diſtreſs; 
« the colleQors ſet .up. by the Engliſh,. and prevent. their fixing their. 
4 porerament. in theſe countries: an operations, which, may. be; 
111108 ere, | 
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performed with cafe, as their force is now very ſmall, * they 
* cannot afford to defend all their poſſeſſions; and, 25 1 am 


« thoroughly acquainted with thoſe parts, and am remembered ſtill 


„ there as one that has commanded, I have, to all appearance, a 
«6 better chance for performing this ſervice: than any one of your 


66 dependants.” This meſſage was ent by the channel of GA | 


hibrahim-qhan. The Vezir heard the whole of It. and, M hat!. 


broke be forth, if Aaly-diab© (144) ſhould. not come back. again! ? W hat, 


is to be ; 2 Aaly-hibrahim- -qhan anſwered, - That ſuch a con- 
2 jecture could not but be groundleſs, as Aaly-djah had no other 
40 place. of ſhelter, | and.no other reſouree than the gate of the Vezi- 
«6 rial palace.” This anſwer did not pacify the Vezir: he ſpoke 
like one. that had conceptions and ſuſpicions of a high nature, al- 


though quite foreign do the ſubject ; but at laſt he added, ; That if. 


be choſe to, be ſurety for him, and to remain as an hoftage, be had no, 
objeftion to the ſcheme. N replied, «« that he had no, 
4 objections to his remaining as s hoſtage, but not for the payment of 
4 the promiſed money - that, as to the laſt artiele, whenever Aaly. 
4 « djah, ſhould eſtabliſh contributions allo over. the. country, he, Haly⸗ 
6c « hibrahim-qhan, would not fail to preſs. him for the payment of, 
« the money; nor would he Frove dilatory i in ſending to the Vezi- 


6 rial treaſury, whatever would be tranſmitted. from. thence.” Not | 


h, Sir,—not in. this manner, interrupted the Vezir. 3 Then,“ re- 
plied the Quan, 1 it ſhall be as your Highneſs. ſhall. pleaſe... but, 
4 if chat chance to. be the caſe, people will naturally aſcribe. to, 

vou Highneſs. whatever good. « or whatever all may reſult from. 
« this affair; nor will they f fail to charge on your miniſtry, and 


not on Aaly-djah, every diſgrace, If, any , that may chacne, 6 


9 happen. That prince has done every thing in his power to get 
* to the gate of your palace, which. he thought. would. pay] him 


„ 


1 


4 


* "Aaly-djab, Genie the high tel, 4 the man of  bigh dae and. Tae : is was 
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. An alum againſt his enemies, and comfortable retreat, after all 


man who was marching to the conqueſt” of- Bengal; nevertheleſs Ir 


| Fills e court: wi 0 Wi by e Re e at | 


retreat, * went fo ſee him, and he : chgaged him to retake his apparel, 


1 as the latter in conyerſing with his friends, uſed oficy 10 cou. 


* 
* 


* 
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«his tolls. The qveſtion is now," How, co contrivè ſotne expedient 
i that may conſetve unſullied, both the Konout” of coturnatd, and 
44 tie luſtre of dominion, and may again bling the witer” to it's 
bed.“ This. diſtourſe ſcemied to make att lin preſſidi on the Vezir, 
(which he endeavoured to ſchöther, although he Was niot endowed | 
with much powet of diffiitt61atidn' ) and he anfiveted, hat BY 4b0u1d 
appoint ſome other FLOG "for that Lane, The. Quan replied, 
„That he wiſhed for nothing more than for What might ptove 
6. fitteſt for a attaining the ititended purpoſes, and would beſt conduce 
to his Highneſs's welfate! One wöuld think tar the ptopoſed 
ſcheme was of importance enough to engtoſs the attention of a 


was ſoon - forgotten by a prince aimmerfedk in his pleafures: atick ie 
Oban returned to Mir-caſſem, to wflöm Be made x fanhfol * of 
this "Whole converſation,” ed ak. e 
Whilſt this forlorn priticer was Ubsbritig to extricate binfar from 

the difficulties of his fftustion, His Wal. Mit fülsiman, fad al- 
— pied his edlioiti Fin the of His waf 458 5 ' for is had by | 


fin 7 


tg on 'A fakir's" S ga arb, he had Sal trived 0 hinfſelf 5 Bak of his 
maſter's $ way, 44 to Kuss! A retreat, Mir Sagem bearing Ny that 


179 


aid to as duty as uſual. But as the poet Rat 107! f enn 22014 * 
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plain of his infidelities, and o foy openly, „ have fern to day on 
Beni-bahadyr's turbhand a Serflich® , „ which.] remember to baus re- 


one's finger, a valuable ring which I had worn my ſelf, and which 
toast entruſted 1s Mir-ſultiman's care: Such and the like diſcourſes 
being regularly reported to the man, rendered him fearful. of the 
conſequences that might enſue from an inquiry into his endleſs in- 
fidelities ? he therefore quitted his maſter's quarters, and going into 
Sudjah-ed-dõ 8 lah's camp, he took up his abode in Mirza-behlß's 
quarters, and in thoſe of Aaly-beg-qhan, who was a priucipal ge- 


a bigh-worded meſſage came from the Vetir, on account of the 


on his impotence; but, having at the fame time added ſome com- 
plaints againſt the Vezir, he widened the breach, which was al- 
ready gaping open: not but ſome of his friends, and eſpecially 


complaints in that ſtrain. But they were faithfully reported to the 
Vezir, by the means efi Mir-abbs, and ſome others, who being 
yet in the number of Mir- caſſem's friends and favourites, thought of 
preparing for themſelves a place ſor ſhelter amongſt the grandees of 
the Vezir's court, although they often joined themſelves in thoſe 
| complaints, and ſeemed. to encourage them. Theſe complaints, now 
afforded the Veit a pretence for breaking with Mir-caſſem: his 
| intention having all along been to get rid of the promiſes he had 
made that fugitive, and to ſet aſide the ſafe conduct he had given 
him. Matters at laſt came to an 2 8 A he 1 M- 
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worne flit upon che farbpart of che turbend, bat ſo as that-the drop which hangs from the 
middlemoſt and largeſt piece, may play.upon the forchend. The'calght is an Indian aigrette, 
worne a little inclined i in the middle of the turband, on the forepart. But the Sica, which 
in af Perſian origin, is always werne ſide ways, . Lock at the remarks 227. 


Eien III. and 267, ſection IV. 


caſſem 


com mende to ny re J yeſterday, on ſuch a 


neral of the Vezir's. Six days after this retreat of the ſteward's; 


monthly payment due by Mir-caflem, . The latter excuſed | himſelf 


Aaly-hibrahim- qhan, had more than once objected to his uttering | 


| (t, 46)- A fervicch is a Piece of ; jewe Work, . three onal or circular pieces, 
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eaſſem word, That the Emperor required of him the balances 4 to 


bis treaſury upon the revenue of Bengal ; and talled f ſending en- 
forcers of payment: and, that it was therefore incumbent upon bim to 
 diviſe ſome means for giving him ſatisfaftion as quickly as poſſible. Mir- 
| caſſem, on hearing a meſſage ſo abrupt, ſent Aali-hibrahim-qhan to 
make ſome repreſentations to the Vezir; and the envoy, after hav- 


ing preſented Mir- caſſem's reſpects, added in his name, That his 
© maſter, when he had riſked every thing, and given up every thing, 
<« to open a paſlage to the gates of the Vezirial palace, had looked 
a upon that meaſure as the likelieſt to put an end to all his toils, 
«and to procure him ſome eaſe for the future: in which view 


he had not been ſparing of whatever fortune had ſtill left in bis 


45 power; but that now his means were exbauſted: | nevertheleſs, 


4 that if his Majeſty 1 was pleaſed to form pretenſious upon him, it 
de would be eaſy to clear them at once, by ordering B. -ni-bahadyr to 
e examine the accounts; when, if any balance ſhould appear as due, 

& Aaly-djah would do the impoſſible to come up with it; but, that 


6« if the pretenſion ſhould prove te be groundlefs, then His maſter 


4 would hope every thing from the interference aud protection of 


<« his Highneſs.” This. meſſage, although delivered with that re- 
ſpectful politeneſs, and that ſoothing tone of voice, -which were ſo 
natural to Aali-hibrahim-qhan, ſeemed to raiſe the Vezit's iraſciblity 
of temper. What buſineſs have I with all that? ſcreamed he. 7: 
is an affair between the Emperor and him. And who js Beni-baha- 
dyr to interfere init? At to my own part, I inform you that to- 
morrow' i go a hunting, But th: Emperor is the maſter: doubtleſs be 
avill do what he ſhall think proper. Aaly-hibrahim- qhan concluding, 
from theſe words, that there remained no hopes from that quarter 


made his report to his maſter accordingly ; and the latter, who 


upon any. alarm or difficulty, uſed always to conſult that nobleman, 
now aſked him his advice. The other anſwered in theſe words: 


If there be money in your treaſury, there is no doubt but that 
J 


13 << fatisfaQtion | 
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«« {atisfation muſt be giren to the Vezir; but if there be none, I ſee 
no other part for you, than that of quitting your tents, and ſitting 
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«« without, after having ſent a meſſage to the Vezir to inform bim, gf 
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44 


remaining effects were entirely at his diſpoſal: all which his 
* might uſe, as he in his wiſdom and goodneſs might think 

„ proper.” 

This was Alyikibrablewahat's advice; bot ſome thoughtleſs 

people that ſurrounded Mir-caflem, made additions to it: 


* 


o 


and the 


latter liſtening to their ſuggeſtions, thought proper on the morning 


of the eighth of Zilhidj in the year 1177 to quit his tent at day- 
break, and to take his ſeat on a common mat, ſpread on the outſide 
of it. He had quitted not only his Meſned ;() but alſo his apparel, 
and he had on now only a ſhirt, and a fakir's cap(147), without either 
a turbant, or any thing elſe. A number of his friends and acquain- 
tances, without attending to time or place, had quitted their own 
apparel likewiſe, and to the number of twenty, had put on a few 
coloured clothes, like ſo many fakirs; and in that condition they 
became a ſpectacle to the whole army. Intelligence of this change 
being carried to the Vezir, he was alarmed; and he concluded that 
Mir-caflem's turning fakyr in his own camp, and on the day of the 


that you had come to his dominions for an aſylum and for protec- 
tion, and ſtill looked up to him for protection and favour ; and 
that at preſent your perſon, conſort, family, and property, with your 


Mir-caſſem 


in deſpair, 


turns fakir- 


ſacrifice, would greatly("4®)redound to his diſgrace, and would mar 
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(146) AMemed implies a throne; and is a piece of furniture never uſed, but by ſovereigns, 


or by people in high commands; and laſtly by bridegrooms, a maidenhead being then deemed, 


and alſo ſtiled, a'kingdom.—Look at the remark 273, ſection 4th. 


(147) A fakir's cap in general is like a ſugar-loaf, very pointed z at other times, it is coni- | 
cal. A fakir's dreſs is a fantaſtical one, of a particular cut, if any at all, but by all means a 


brick- coloured one; or ele, it conſiſts of a kind of ſhort-cloak, made up of an infinity of ſtuffs 


of various ſizes, colours, and ſhapes. 
(148) The day of the ſacrifice is always a day of rejoicings and of viſits ; but by all means 


a day of new clothes, and a day of reconciliation, of pardon, conceſſions, and forgiveneſs. _ * 
Nor is the ſacrifice acceptable to God Almighty, or it's merits attributed, if there ſhould remain 5 


A ge one unſatisfied, 


F-$-1 


the 
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che purpoſe, for which he deſtined that fgitive. Directly he ſent his 
General Analy- beg · qhan to adminiſter ſome con ſolation to him, with 


many excuſcs for his yeſterday's meſſage, and to endeavour-to pacity 
aud quiet his mind: this apology. was ſent both in the Vezir's name, 
| and in that of his mother, who went by the title of the Navvab- 
| | ; Begum®, , Aaly-beg-qhan Who was a well ſpoken eloquent man, al- 
| | though one that . ſpoke boldly and without ſcruple, commenced by 
| blaming his maſter highly, and by caſting high reflections upon 
| LT him; after ſuch a preamble he apologiſed in his and in the Princeſle's 
| name for the impropriety of the laſt meſſage, and worked ſo power- 
, fully on his mind by the ſweet perſuaſion which flowed from his lips, 
that Mir-caſſem altered his notions; but as he had not much of that 
readineſs of delivery, and that elegance of ſpeech, ſo remarkable in 
| Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, he ſent for that nobleman immediately. The 
latter had never approved a change of dreſs; but yet had thought it 


incumbent upon him to alter his own likewiſe, :both to avoid any re- 
proach from. Mir- -caſſem's friends, and to parry the tavidiouſnels of a 
compariſon of dreſs, ſhould he appear in his uſual apparel. Little 
inclined, however, to go all the lengths of, a fakir's garb, he con- 
tented himſelf with putting on a ſimple ſhirt; and taking down his | 
uſual turbant, he put on a pointed cap, round which he careleſſly 


rolled up a coarſe linen; and in this garb he followed the meſſenger. 
But on finding Mir-caflem exactly in the garb in which he had been 
reported to be, he took his ſeat, hung down. his head, and remained 
ſilent, without uttering a ſingle word. After ſome moments of ſi- 
_ lence, Mir-caflem himſelf opened the matter by theſe words: My 
lord Oban, the Navvab-vezir wants jo: you muſt 90. At theſe 
words, Aaly-hibrahim got up, and was going to follow the Gene: 
ral. And pray, | broke forth the latter, do you intend t0 g0 10 court it 
that garb? to the Vezir of Hindoftan? I will by all means,” an- 
ſwered the other; ** andif my maſter s affairs are come. to this, that 


—— —_—— 
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The actual Princels, the reigning Princeſs, and alſo the Princeſs N avyab, | 2 
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« ſuch a garb ſhould befit him, how can I object to it for my own 
«ſelf? The ſight of Aali-hibrahim in that carb, affected the Vezir; ; 
he ſpoke to him with the utmoſt kindneſs, aſked the reaſon of Aaly- 


his meſſage. © The Emperor, faid he, had mentioned ſomething to 
« me: repeated it to Aaly-djah : the meſſage required an anſwer, 
« and not a change of adreſs; which by its cap and ſbirt ſhould re- 
„% dound to my diſhonour, and render me odious through all the 
% world. The other with a downcaſt look, and an air of dejection, 


„having ſhewn a diſregard to his concerns in not protecting him a- 


that he had nothing further to hope from his highneſs, 5 had there- 
fore quitted the world, like a man without reſource.” At theſe 
words, the Vezir' without making any anſwer, beckoned to Bene- 
bahadyr, and bid him talk with Aaly-hibrahim-qhan. - On this com- 
mand, the two miniſters retired' to a corner, but in the Vezit's pre- 
ſence, and commenced confering together. On Beni Bahadyr's en- 


with the greateſt ſweetnefs of - temper; and the molt elegant flow of 
language, repelled every one of his ſhafts, and ſhewed irrefragably 
that no balances could be due by his maſter. The conference took 

up a whole hour, when the Vezir interrupted, and aſked whether 
nothing was determined yet? No, anſwered Beni-bahadyr, for the diſ- 
pute is managed by two able antagoniſts. Upon this the Vezir roſe, 
and | gong into a a qhaſs-tent (123) that had been prepared t to ſhelter him 
N n from 
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(42 3) A. qhaſs-tent is an a apartment made up like a tent indeed, but with the Pp and 5 5 
entirely of mats, one inch thick, and entirely of qhaſs, a kind of reedy graſs, that ſtrikes deep 
into the ground, and which, whether dry or beſprinkled with water, never fails to emit an 
agreeable | ſmell, The hotteſt wind by paſling through the interſtices of the contexture of the 
1 8 all the coolneſs of a zephyr, at the very time, when at ten yards from thence, 


1 


8 


djah's having altered his dreſs, and apologiſed for the abruptneſs of 


„ anſwered that Aaly-djah having always looked up to the Vezit's 
palace, as to his place of ſhelter and eonſolation; and his highneſs 


“ gainſt the Imperial meſſage; that prince had naturally concluded 


deavouring to fix ſome balances on Mir-eaſſem, Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, 


that. | 
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1 from the heat of the westher, he beckoned to Aaly-hibrahim ** 
and repeated the fame arguments that had been brought forward by 
: Beni-Bahadyr; ; and Aaly:hibrahium-qhan returned the ſame anſwers : 
the Vezir pauſed, and added that the method made uſe of by Aaly- 
djah would greatly, redound to his (the Vezir's) diſgrace, and to his 
bad renoun. I is not his fault: anſwered Aaly-hibrahim-qhan, hav- 
ing. deſpaired of all protection, he has. quitted the world, and has. ated 
in a manner ſuitable to his circumſtances, in a manner worthy of him- 
ſelf. ; let your highneſs on your fide act in a: manner worthy of your 


or ſelf. *©* 1 underſtand; ſaid .**: the Vezir: do you go directly * 


and I follow,” Aaly-hibrahim-qhan was mak ing his report toMir-caflem, 
when the Vezir himſelf appeared: he humbled himſelf, made many apo- 
logies, excuſed the paſt, and requeſted his laying down his fakir's garb, 
and his re· aſſuming his uſual dreſs, immediately. Mir-cafſem having 
anſwered that ſuch a requeſt proved a matter of pride to him, directly 
complied with the Vezir's pleaſure; and one would have thought that all 
this diſagreeable affair had been put an end to, and quaſhed for ever. 


However two or three days after this, the ungrateful Sumro ſur- 


rounded Mir- caſſem's quarters with his Talingas, and aſkedthe arrears 
of his pay. As there was no money in the treaſury, there came ſome 


gold coin out of the ſanctuary; and he took it in pay. After he | 


was gone, Mir-caſſem ſent him word, that as in his preſent circum- 


ſtances, he could not afford to keep ſo many. men. in pay, he. ought. 


therefore to return into the ſteward's office the artillery, field pieces, 


implements, and ſuch flint locks as belonged to it; his intention being . 
to keep only two regiments of Talingas. The ungrateful Sumro, who 
had already taken ſervice. with the Vezir, had, the front to anſwer, 


« that now- both the cannon and muſkets, with every thing elſe, be- 


*« longed to him who had them in his power.“ After this anſwer he 


— — — 
——— — 


that very wind ſeems to blow out of the mouth of an oven, and kills abundance of people. 
Theſe tents, whether in town or in the field, are uſed only in what is called the hot months in 


India, that, is in April, May, and June; for by the end of the latter month, the 1 rains fall in 


n and effeftually cool the air, See No. C. ſection T 5th. 
quitted 


iy 
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quitted his poſt, and went to encamp axvonglt the Veric's troops. 
Hardly was this affair over, when Moſher-Gjentil (Mons. Gentil,) 
came to. Aali-hibrahim-qhan in;the dark of the night, and gave him 
the following piece of advice. This Frenchman, who had once been 


diſmiſſed from Mir · caſſem · qhan's ſervice, was this long while attached 
to the Vezir, but ſtill; profeſſing a ſincere regard for Aali-hibrahim- 
qban, To- morrow, ſaid: he, the Vezir's troops thall come down 


to ſeize and arreſt Mir- caſſem; and a great tumult will doubtleſs 
1 enſue: God only knows what will happen to you: take then 


* theſe fix Frenchmen, and let them remain with you; and reſt 


e aſſuted that ſo long as they are alive, no Indian will touch you.” 


Aali-hibrahim - qhan returned him thanks for his exemplary attach - 


ment and goodneſs; but excuſed. himſelf from accepting the proffered 
aſſiſtance, as it would be ungenerous in him to remain ſecure under 
the protection of his friends, whilſt luis maſter might be expoſed to im- 


minent danger. The next morning at about nine o'clock, a number 
of troopers mounted in the Vezir's camp, and advanced towards 
Mir: caſſem's quarters. On their ſetting out, Moſheer Gentil came a- 
gain, after having detached himſelf from his battalion of Talingas: he 
was bringing a number of his men; and he repeated the ſame intreaties 
as the night before; and Aali-hibrahim-qhan, repeated the fame ex- 
cuſes. The Frenchman. melted into tears, and returned to the head 
of his corps. That moment the Vezir's troops arrived, and after 
f having ſurrounded Mir: caſſem's tents, they placed a ſtrong guard over 
the apartment of the women, and another at each of the ſeveral 
offices. Their commander went to Mir-cafſem's tent, made him 
mount upon an Elephant ſent, for the purpoſe, took his ſeat behind 
in the Häodah, and having commanded: his cavalry to ſurround him, 
he carried his priſoner to the Vezii's encampment, where he kept 
him in confinement in the place appointed for that purpoſe. In the 
evening ſore troopers were deſeried coming at full gallop towards 
3 8. quarters; who bang, tnfaranea of it, concluded 


that 
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and this man who was ſo far indebted to the Qban for his fortune | 
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that they came for him; and be exhorted thoſe that were then abut 
his tent; to provide for their own ſafety, and to leave him to his own. 
fate: he was then ſiek and upon his bed. On theſe words, all 
thoſe preſent thought proper to diſappear, except Mir-thetari, and Gha- 


lub-qhan, and Vahed-aaly-qhan (this laſt washis brother) who reſolved 
to ſhare his'fite. The horſemen being now arrived, alighted at once, 
and making their horſes faſt, they ſurrounded the tent as a guard over 


him, and took poſſeſſion of all his effects. A couple of hours before 
this event, one Burhan, an Afghan officer, a man, who for an Afghan, 
ſeemed to have ſome ſenſe and ſome knowledge, came into thie tent; 


as to be perpeterally ringing lectures to his other friends upon grati- 
tude, now made his appearance; and under pretence of being more 
zealous and grateful than any of them, he told him in great ſecrecy, 
that if he had any thing to conceal, he muſt do it immediately in 
his hands, as he was going to be ſcized inſtantly. The Qhan with- 
out any emotion, "anſwered: that he had nothing of value in his poſ- 


feſſion, but two Elephants and ſome Camels; and that he might take 


them, and keep them in the beſt manner he could deviſe. That 
worthy man who had always pretended himſelf one of the moſt 


grateful aud moſt pious men in the world, took the elephants and 


camels, and went away with them, and this too in ſo ſecret a place, as 
to diſappoint every ſearch and every inquity made for him ſubſequent- 
ly. Whilſt Aali-hibrahim-qhan was admiring the ways of Provi- 
dence in Mir-caflem's caſe; and how the friends of that unfortunate 
prince had all diſappeared, after having made each of them their neſt 


in the boſom of ſome of the grandees of the Vezir's court; he was 


inſormed that the Moonſhy-hafyz-eſrar-qhin, who was Mir caſſem's 
favorite ſecretary, .*(149) had been violenty ſeized,” with ſome other 


heads of AY $082k under confinement. In this extremity, 


* — —_—— 
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(149) He was a man of zenius, and a great friend of Mir-caſſem' s: thoſe wards aſter all muſt 
* only a title ; for they ſignify the Lord rememberer, or keeperof lecrets, 
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ſo ne one. 8 adviſcd Aali-hibrabica, qhan to write a ſupplique, to 
; the Vezir: and be accordingly wrote, a ſhort note. The Vezir Was 
already retired within the ſanctuary; ; but ſuch Was the. aſcendant 
which that worthy man had gained even there by the ſweetneſs of 
his temper and the uprightne(s of his behaviour, (a character of his 
that had come to be known even there, whilſt he was carrying pre- 
ſents aud meſſages from Mir- caſſem to the Priuceſſ-conſort, and to 
the Priuceſſ- mother: ſuch was the regard payed him by. the women, 
| the only ouards of the gate; that on hearing of his being ſick and in 
confinement, they againſt the ,uſual rules, carried his note within, 
and put it in the Vezir's hands. Immediat:ly an Eunuch of the pre- 
ſence came out, and went to Aaly-hibrahim-qhan's quarters, to in- 
from him under an order of the Vezir' s figning, © that there was 
** no1ntention at all to do him any harm ; that priace only intending 
to put ſome queſtions to him, and to hear his anſwers.” He at the 
ſametime commanded the troopers to watch only at a diſtance, and 
to take care how they preſumed to offer any inſult, or to be guilty of any 
want of reſpect. The next morning ſome troopers of Shudjah- cooly- 
qhan's regiment, (an officer who bore a good character, and went by 


put on a plain ſhirt, and a turband ſlightly rolled (151) and getting into 
his palcky, be went tocourt. But the troopers being themſelves of the 
ſcum of the people, and commanded by men like themſelves, carried 
him fit { towards Mir- caſſend J quarters, and then to o ſore other; 


————— — 
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(150) Miayſſa, or Mr. Chriſt, would be the riglit trauſlate of that name 

(151) Over and above certain nationalities eaſily diſtin zuiſnable in the ſeveral dominions of 
India, for initance among {t the Marhattas, Sycks, B n. Zalees, Rohilahs, and Moghuls, all which 
have a. peculiar manner that differs greatly from that 6f others, it may be ſaid that there are in 


very gracious, that no cocffure in the world can be compared to it for accompanying elegantly a 
face; and a turbant worne by a pretty woman is really diſtreſſing, and operates | ke downright ma- 
gick: by which word is meant a real Indian turbant, and not dt 1 pigs invention fo 
called in e 151 1 ons A 4.5 
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- E 7 ' * 5 7 
194 W # 17 © w& © . , 
1 - 


places, 


the name of Mia-yfla (159) came down and informed Aaly-hibahim-, 
qhan that the Vezir wanted to ſpeak to him.  Aaly-hibrahim-ghan, 


India as many ways of rolling up a turbant as there are men, although 1 in general the ſtyle is ſo 
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carried to. This repreſentation had it's effect: and Mia-yſſi ſent a | 
perſon to reprimand the troopers, with orders to bring the Qhan to 


| medicines, The Qhan excuſed himſelf from taking any, as the 


— ſuperintendent of Mir-caflem's Elephant office, with ſome other de- 
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di wal repeated the ſame trip three ſeveral times. The Qhan 
tired of ſo much travelling, ſent one of his ſervants to Mia-yfla, | 
to complain of ſuch uſage, and to inform him that he was going 
to court by order, but could not comprehend what the troopers 
might get by catrying him about from place to place, as he 
was ready to go, and take ſome reſt in any place he would be 


him, and to treat him with reſpect. The perſon after reprimanding 
and abuſing the troopers, brought Aaly-hibrahim Qhan to the Ve- 
Zir's hall of audience, where Beni-Bahadyr and Shudjah-cooly-qhan 
were fitting in a circle, with Mooſher Dgentil, and the ſuperviſor 
Yac8b Qhan. Mooſher Dgentil, on deſcrying Aaly-hibrahim Quan, 
got up to do him honor; and the others, aſhamed to be outdone by 
a foreigner, got up likewiſe and made the Qhan fit honourably a- 
mongſt themſelves, It was in the apartment that ſerved for ſchool 
to Mirza Amanil'5?)eldeſt ſon to the-Vizier. All thoſe preſent en- 
deavoured to adminiſter ſome comfort: they took a concern in his 
illneſs, diſpatched a man to the phyſician Doctor Mahmed-aaly- 
qban, and were talking of putting him directly under a courſe of 


day was already ſo much ſpent ; but a moment after, they carried 
him to the Vezir's preſence. The ſecretary Hafyz Eſrar-qhan, was 
already ſtanding there, together with the Eunuch Soheily-aaly-qhan, . 


pendants of that priſoner's. The Qhan - preſented a+ Nezer of one 
Eſhreffy (153) and ſome rupees to the Vezir; and then took his 
ſeat, before being bid: upon which Beni-bahadyr and thoſe that 
accompanied him, took their ſeats likewiſe. The Vezir, who- 


r 
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(152) Now Aſſef-ed-do8la, the reigning prince at Lucknow. 
(153) An eſhreffy is a double guinea and a quarter. 6M 
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Led Man, what wrong had I done to your maſter, when on the en. 
gagement at Patna, be gave orders to fire upon me, ſhould I come 


«.. not but confound the Qhan: : he anſwered, that he had never 
4 heard of any ſuch thing; and woe to him! added he, who, after 
having / come ſo far for protection to the Vezir, ſhould have had 
the ingratitude to give ſuch an order, againſt a Prince who had 
« received him with ſo much kindneſs, and was actually expoſing his 
Affe for his dake againſt ſuch enemies as the Engliſh,” ſuch an im- 
4 plied denial, diſpleaſed the Vezir : what, ſaid that Prince, do you be- 
4 lie ve then, that I can tell you lies? I will ſend for Somro, and bring 
« Bim face to face with Aaly-djah in your preſence, if you chuſe it.” 
I have not accuſed your highneſs of an impoſition, replied the 


«© Qhan, but only profeſſed my own ignorance of ſuch a fact: and as 


that day wore a Perſian dreſs, (153) and had in his hand E delels axe 
of enquiſite workmanſhip, fixing his eyes upon the Qhan, ſaid, © My 


that 20ay, after beating the Engliſh : 054) ſuch an accuſation would 


to bringing Sornro ſace to fice with Aaly-djah, matters are now __ 


+: come-tofuch:a low ebb, that even a menial fervant of his may 
< be confronted with him; whereas Somro is a man in office, and 
one conſtitued in dignity.” The Vezir affected by this indirect 
reproach, pauſed a while, changed the diſcourſe, and did every 
thing in his * to ſooth the Qhan' 8 mind, and to gain his EOF 


i m_ i. —— FR 
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(153) 8. Rhee oye Abol-manſor-qban; the — and paternal anceſtors of Shud- 
Jah-ed-d68la, conſtantly wore the Indian dreſs, although Perſians born themſelves. But 
Shudjah-ed- do8la having paſſed a whole year in the camp and court of the Abdali king, whe- 
ther out of compliment to him, or otherwiſe, took a liking to the Perſian dreſs, which is be- 
come in winter the court- dreſs at Dehli and Lucknow; for it is the court of Herat and Can- 
dahar, that gives now the ton to thoſe two Indian capitalss. aan 


(154) Mir-caſſem was far then from having Shudjah-ed-C68la in his he er; Jo he ha 
had him before, and it would have been very eaſy then to have ſtruck a mighty blow. Mir- 

caſſem being then encamped about Banares, Shudjah-ed-d6812, who bad fatigued himſelf 
with hunting, pluoged into the Ganges to bathe, and in the ſame breath, took into his head 
to pay him a viſit. With a dozen of attendants, he got into a boat and croſſed over. This 
was a critical moment ; it was remarked by many of Mir-cafſem's ſervants, who pointed to 
the opportunity of making away with that Priace inflantly, after which his army deſticuts 
of a leader, would ſoon be brought over, I am not a gi, a perfide, an injurer, anſwered 
Mir-caGem , tet him come alone, if” he abi; hz auill be no tefs a a fe from all double dealings. All theſe 
particulars I know, not only from ſeveral of Shudjah-ed-d681ah's ſervants, but from thoſe of 
Mir⸗ -caflem's alſo, and from two of the Propoſers, whom, 1 robe iQ the vi ry year @ er the 
_ battle of Bacſar, when I went to Tanne, &c. & c. 
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Abilſt he at the ſane time went en with blaming Mir-cafſem you 


Singular diſ- 
courle be- 
tween Ali 
Abrahim 
Qban and 
Shuja-ed- 
dovla, 


are a good man, added the Vezir, but:be\aid' not like you: probably, 
becauſe, when he, ſpoke ill of. me. in your preſence," you objeed to bis 
holding ſuch a language. Your objectians, however, he did not mind; 
and indeed I cannot underfiand, how-with:ſuch.a friend as you at bis 
elbow,” he did not like - yo. I know nothing of the matter, | 
«« neither, replied the Qhan, although I was endeavouring to ſerve 
him well; nor am J conſcious of having done wrong at any time, 
or of having given him a wrong advice; unleſs indeed it ſhould 
ebe after the capture of Azimabad by the Engliſh, when moſt of | 
His friends propoſing his going into Decan, and hisexciting the Mar- 
de hattas, to his ſupport, + I ſtrongly objected to that ſcheme, and 


propoſed by all means his ſeeking an aſylum: in the Vezir do- 


« minions, as I knew no place of more honor and ſafety for him 
«© thau the gate of the Vezirial palace.“ The Vezit on hearing | 
theſe, words ſeemed confounded ; he fetched a ſigh, dropped a tear, 
and did not dare to utter a word. After a pauſe, he exprefied again 
a concern for his caſe ; and he was going on, but unable to conceal any 
further his confuſion, he got up and went to the women's apart» 


ment; when his favorites having out-marched him, ranged  themſel- 


ves on both ſides of the gate, and made their bow. The Vezir 
having made a ſign towards the Qhan, went into his ſanctuary. 
On this Mia-yſſa and the others carryed that nobleman into the 
Mekieb-qhana or, Mirza-amani's - ſchool. And told him that his 
„ highneſs had from that moment taken him into his ſervice, as a 
% proof of which, orders had beent diſpatched for bringing back 
& his effects, all which, horſes and furniture had been recovered; 
« that as a further token of his goodneſs, he had ordered a tent to 
00 be pitched for him, at the very door of his own tent of audience; 
but that his Highneſs in his turn expected a full confeſh on as to 
the perſons to whom Mir-caflem had entruſted. his money: 


that the bankers to whom he had entruſted his jewels at Ba- 


“ nares, had been found. out, . but that nothing had tranſpired 

«+ about thoſe that had received his money iu their cuſtody; 

« that it was therefore expected, that he, 516 60 been al- 
| | 55 60 Ways 
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„ ways admitted to all his ſecrets, would be ſo obliging as to point 
«© thoſe perſons out; the more ſo as himſelf had been entruſted with 
«<,-forty thouſand eſhreffies ; and that if the aſſertion ſhould-prove to g 
« he true, he (Aaly-hibrahini-qhan;) was too honeſt a man to deny 
e the depoſit; and if that ſum had been entruſted to another, he 
4 might eaſily point him out, and by ſuch a confidence entitle him- 
66 elf to the Vèezir's ut moſt regard and favour.” So ſtrange a de- 
claration, was aufwered by Aaly-hibrahim- -qhan in theſe: words: 
To this day no one ever put ſuch queſtions to me, or even hinted: i 
% any thing of the matter; now that his Highneſs requeſts infor- 
% mation, I will give him ſuch a one, as I can afford. Nanns, the 

\ ſpy, for inſtance, a great friend of Somro's, and one who has 
«ruined fo many families, knows much of theſe matters undoubt- 
6 edly, and muſt be informed of the perſon to whom theſe forty 
«+ thouſand. eſhreffies were entruſted.” Naoans8 being ſent for, was 
confronted with the Qhan; but before he could come u p, ohe of the 
interlocutors preſent, got up, and going to the gate, ſent word to the 
Vezir, that it was probable that much money was going to be diſ- — 
covered. The others mean while were preſſing the Qhan, with 

their queſtiens. That Nobleman without being rufſted by their 

obſtreperouſneſs, was anſwering with calmnets © that every thing, 

% from the cold water office to the office of jewels, had been en- 
& truſted to Somro and to the Talingas under his command, toge- 
ther with a hundred thouſand eſhreffies: and all this doubtleſs 
muſt have been delivered to the Vezr's people, or it muſt have 


% not.“ At theſe words all tlie eyes were turned towards Nann8, 
then ſtanding; but on Nanng's denying the fact, and objecting, 
that the whole was groundleſs, all eyes again were turned towards the 
Qban. Tbe latter replied, If you deny any credit to him whom 
+, you pretend to have been a man of fo much conſequence, as to 
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* have had no ſecret hidd en from him, pray how can you give any 
1 confidence to, I know not what light- headed people, whom 
« you acknowledge yourſelves as too low, to have had any know 
„ ledge of ſecret tranſactions? And how can you ſuppoſe that 
ſuch people are e capable of ſticking to truth? Beam Bahadyr, firuck 
| BR with”. 


tranſmitted-it-to/ the Vezir, without alteration or addition; the Ve-. 


zir returned this anſwer: there is no diſputing with a man armed 


cer, without ſaying a word, went ſtraight to the gate, and ſent in a 


He did every thing in his power to alleviate his caſe, and to quiet 


ale of theſe that ſupported the forlorn Prince in his days of diſtreſs. - 
found means to conceal ; and that is probable enough, although 


time with any certitude. 
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with this reply, got up, and going to the gate of the ſanctuary, * 


cag- a- pie: tie match is unequal ; nor is there argumenting with one 
who bas cbnvicted the maſter of hardneſs of heart and perfidy, and 
the miniſter, of inattention and ignorance: it is afruitleſs taſt, and 
quite diſgraceful. Do then diſmiſi him with much civility; and let 
that matter alone. — The conference being ended, the Qhan turned 
towards Mia-yfla, and ' repreſented, that to keep ten or twelve unfor- 
tunate people of broken wings and ruined fortunes. confined at the 
entrance of a hall of audience, could not much conduce to quiet 
their minds. It your intention be really to oblige your friend, 
« added he, let me be conducted to your own quarters.“ The offi- 


requeſt to have the Qban in his quarters, aud in his cuſtody ; and 
the requeſt being granted inſtantly, Mya yſſa carryed the Quan to 
his quarters, and for a month and a half together, (for he was ſlain 
ſoon after) he never abated any thing from the civilities and atten- 
tions which he had ſhewn to his priſoner on the very firſt day. 


his mind. As to Mir-caſſem, the whole of his property having 
been traced by the means of the ſeverities exerciſed upon his women, 
upon his eunuchs, and upon his other dependants, the whole was 
confiſcated ; and nothing remained to him, but a few jewels of high 
value, which he had ſome time before this event, ſent to Negib-ed- 
8 lah's country, under the care of a truſty ſervant of his, whoſe name 
deſerves to be recorded.. It was Sheh-mahmed-aſhec; and it was the 


There may have been ſome other ſmall matters beſides, which his 
women by the means of the old ones, their attendants, may have 


the enquiry had been ſo rigorous ; but no detail ou that ſubject is 
come to our knowledge, nor can it be n at this — of 


am 
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Whilſt Mircaſſem was conſuming his days in the dungeon of a 


ane fortune; his unworthy ſteward Mir-ſuleiman was coming 


out from the corner of infamy, with Solomon's ring at his finger 


(1 56) 3 and not content with becoming a favorite of the Vezir's, he 


turned out infotmer, and gave his new maſter advice: * that 
Vaacob · qhan, the commandant of the troops in the fortreſs of 
„ Rohotas, as well. as Saho- mull the governor of it, were both de- 
« , pendent on him, as men that owed their fortunes to him; he ad- 
„ ded that the ſeraglio and wealth and eſtects lodged there, were 
* thoroughly known, to him (Suleiman) as having been lodged there 
6 by himſelf; and that if the Vezir were pleaſed to iſſue ſome or- 
. ders, be bad a ſcheme ready by which that fortreſs with all it's 
« dependencies and contents. might be brought under his power, and 
« be annexed to his dominions.” As the Vezic himſelf had a turn 
of miad for ſuch adventurous, expeditions, he very much carreſſtd 
Mir- ſuleiman on his project, and gave him ſuch letters as he deſi- 
red; ſome to Rahim-qhan, governor of Saharſcram, on the Vezar' 8 
part; and ſome to the principal perſons of chat diſtrict, beſides thole 


to Yaacob-qhan himſelf, and to Sahomul, who commanded in Rohotas. 
Mir: Suleiman, truſtiug to the former connectious which he had 


with the governor and commandant, and to the important ſervices 
which he had rendered them (ties which after all are never minded 
by the man of the world, but at the Moment of need), arrived at Ro- 
hotas, with all his letters. Juſt at this very time it happened that 
Major Monro, a King's ſervant, who had been appointed by the 


Council of Calcutta, to the command in chief of the Englith torces, 


was juſt landed at Azimabad, from whence he had wrote me by the 
channel of Doctor Fullarton, that if I could contrive to put the 
« fortreſs of Rohotas in the hands of the Engliſh, L wouldenticle my- 
„ ſelf to their friendſhip and gratitude,” Upon this intimation I 
applied to Radja Sahomul, a man who had the greateſt obligations 
to our family, (our Djaghiry eſtate forming the territory of that for- 


trels) and L informed kim, « that it was not in the nature of 


— 
te __—_ 


(156) This ring, amongſt an infinity of 333 had that of turning the wearers into 
| any ſhape they-choſc to aſſume ; it could allo render them inviſible, Og 
12 | things 
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« things that the Engliſh thould© not prevail, ſhortly,” and ſhortly 
« ſhould not overthrow and ruin the Vezir, and his confederates; 


4 that it was incumbent vpon him therefore to examitie the reſpec. 


4 tive circumſtances of both parties, and to take His teſolution 
i betimes; but in ſuch a manner, by all means as not to deliver the 
« fortreſs to his | maſter's enemies, and ſtill leſs to traitor, who 
«© had trampled on every thing facred amongſt mankind!” © Sahomul, 
who was a ſhrewd man, having examined my propoſals,” together 


with thoſe of Mir-fuldiman” , ſoon took his reſolution ; and he defired | 


me to manage in ſuch a manner; as that an officer with ſome Eng- 
liſh troops might be ſent to thoſe parts; and whilſt he kept Mir- 
faleiman in ſuſpence, he put in my hands a paper, containing his 
requeſts, and the conditions on which he was willing to ſurrender the 
fortreſs; deſiring me to return it, figned' and approved by the Eng- 
liſn Commander. This paper having been tranſmitted to Doctor 
Fullar ton, the major returned it, ſigned and approved; and 1 put it 
in the hands of Sahomul; - who, on Captain Goddard's approahcing 
from Ticary with a force, ſurrendered the fortreſs, with all it's con. 
rents. Mir-ſultiman, informed that an Engliſh battalion of Talin- 
gas was coming, comprehended what was the matter; and making 
the beſt of his way to the Vezir's army, he repreſented the whole 
tranſaction to that Prince with the moſt diſmal colours: nor was I 
without great apprehenſions, leſt ſome body of cavalry "ſhould come 
from thence to carry me off, or to do us fome great miſchief, I en- 
tertained- therefore ſome thoughts of retiring to a place of ſafety; 


when Sahomul who ſoon, had fallen out with Captain Goddard, | 


and was now upon the worſt terms with him, repreſented to me 
that not one of the ſtipulated conditions had been obſerved with him; 
and that as he had been evidently and greatly injured, I muſt repair 
to Azimabad with him, to repreſent his caſe to the” Engliſh Rulers. 
1 bad already applied myſelf to Doctor F ullarton for leave to repair 
to Azimabad ; and having got from thence a ſafe conduct, I ſhewed 
it to wy father, to whom 1 repreſented. the danger of his remain. 
ing at Hufſcinabad in ſuch a time of trouble and confuſion. - I ad- 
vile lun therefore to let me depart; and to anſwer all the enquiries 


which 
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which ths Vezir might make on my account, with 0p PRA fra- 
med to this , purport; , that Gholam-huſſein-qhan, Was indeed his 
, ſon, but a ſon quite independent, Who was theſe many years in 
connection with the Engliſh, and for whoſe actions he would not 


_ < he. reſponſible.” Tadded, that ſachan excuſe would prove valable in 


caſe the, Vezur ſhould prevail z and as to myſelf who would be then 
with the Engliſh, I was reſolved to take my chance with them, and 
to ſhare their fate; but that, if the Engliſh ſhould prevail, no dan- 


ger would reſult to my father from their victory: ſo far from it, that 
my attachment to them would be productive of ſome obligations 
and ſome return. After having ſettled this matter with my father, 


I took Sahomul with me, and went to Azimabad. Major Munro 


was already returned thither, and it was there I learned ſome parti- 
culars relative to the conduct he had held with regard to the mutiny 
| which happened amongſt the Talingas ſtationed in the diſtrict of Sarun, 
Theſe men, quitting at once their ſtation upon ſome diſcontent, had 


deſerted into Balvant- ſing's country, and had alſo carried away their 


Captain, who, however, had found means to get out of their hands; 
but they had met at laſt with a condign puniſhment for their de- 
ſertion, I heard alſo, how the Major had marched againſt the proud 


Vezir, and how the negociations between this Prince and the En- 


gliſh had ended in nothing but a compleat defeat, which they gave 


him, and which demoliſhed him totally. All theſe harticulars 1 


got a full information of, and hs ſhall be mentioned in the follow- 
ing ſheets. 

Shujah-ed-do8lah, after BT the ſiege of Azimabad, had returned 
to Bacſar in the Bodjp8r country. It was a town on the Ganga, 
and over againſt Ghazip8r, which diſtrict is of his own dependence; 
| and it was there he reſolved to paſs the rainy ſeaſon in à camp. 
Mir-djaafer-qhan | being informed of this, reſolved alſo to return to 
Calcutta, to ſettle certain matters with the Engliſh. He had ſome 
time before appointed his own brother Mir-caflem-qhan to the 
Government of Azimabad, a man of much goodneſs, of heart, 
and great ſimplicity of manners, but of little capacity or know 


ledge. And he > had given him for his a ad a Gentoo called 
| Durdj- 


3 


A 


9 


Durdj- nardin, who was brother to the deceaſed Ram - nardin: a man 


for any thing at all. After having, as he thought, provided 


anſwer would be, that he was poſſeſſed of the merit of having had 


role of Mir-diaafer- qhan's politicks, to depreſs to the utmoſt every 


and on the contrary, to raiſe and promote all thoſe that had been in 


was on ſuch a principle, that the old man ſeemed to averſe from ſuf- 


. ſereen themſelves from the oppreſſion of a prevalent party. Of this 


mirza) and Gholam-aaly-qhan and VSfI8f -aaly-qhan, and ſeveral 


and to enjoy the old man S confidence. And it was on fo laudable 
a plan that he ſettled every thing at Azimabad; after which he ſet out 
for Calcutta, where he became endleſſly occupied 1 in diſcuſſions, and 
even in altercations with the members of the Euglth Council: or | 


ru E M A TN” on, 
unfit for ſo cumberſome and ſo intricate a charge, and indeed unfit 
for the goverument of that country, he ſet out for Calcutta: 


a voyage that proved his laſt; and which carried him to the con- 
fines X terme But ſhould it be aſked, Wt then could be Durch. 


a brother drowned by Mir-caſſem, and of the greater one of being 
himſelf in diſgrace with that Prince; for it had become a ſtanding 


one of thoſe that might have been in favor with his rival, although 
ever ſo worthy of promotion, and likewiſe ſo remarkable for abilities; 


diſgrace with him, although ever ſo unworthy of ſo incapable. It 


fering ſuch a number of noblemen and gentlemen of the beſt families 
of the country, to return to their homes and poſſeſſions; although it 
was notorious they had followed his predeceflor's fortunes, ſolely to 


number were Mirza-abdollah and Mirza-bakyr, (both ſons to Age. 


others, who were hovering on the outſkirts of Bahar and Bengal, 
and went on enduring diſtreſſes and miſeries, until at laſt their mis- 
fortunes were putan end to, by the old man's demiſe; at which time 
the exiled and the diſperſed found means to return to their homes and. 
to enjoy their families. On the other hand, any one that had proved a 
traitor to Mir-cafſem, never failed, whether at Azimabad or at Moor- 
ſhoodabad, to become an object of regard, to be promoted to offices, 


Governor Vanſittart. a 
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for Governor Vanda, who was thoroughly appriſed of che baſcteh of his 
character, and thoroughly ſenſible of the ſupineneſs and imbe cility of his 
wd, » ſtrongly feared left he might fill the city, and even the whole province, 
with proſcriptions and blood, ſhould he be ſuffered to repair to M 8rſh8dabad 
wich an uncontrouled authority: he knew that in ſuch a caſe he would not 


ail to make uſe of his power to torment every conſiderable man in the country, 
and to deluge the city with blood: and his anxieties were ſo ſtrong on that 
head, that he had purpoſely ſuffered the negociation with him to take it's own 


courſe in the altercations of the Colne, where after a length of time ne nothing 
was yet concluded finally. 


I was on the ſame principle he would not permit bim to carry out of Cal - 
cutta, and to keep i in the high office of Divan or prime miniſter, a Gentoo, 


upon his mind; but who having already vexed numbers of perſons of diſtinc- 
tion throughout the province, would avail humſelf of his aſcendant over his 
maſter, to attack indiſcriminately whomſoever he choſe to demoliſh. The 
Preſident himſelf being impreſſed with theſe notions, and choroughly ſenſible 


ot the character of theſe two men, no entreaties, however urgent, from Mir- 


djaffer-qhan, could obtain of the Council a permiſſion to carry N andecomar 
with him, and to put him in office: nevertheleſs on his being arrived at MSc- 


write ſuch artificious letters to the Council, and he ſucceeded ſo well in gain- 
ing ſome of the ruling menbers to his party, that the governor to get rid of 
their clamorous intrigues, conſented to Nandecomar s repairing ta his maſter. 
But however to guard his ſucceſſors as much as poſlible againſt this man's 
dangerous character, and epglels! intrigues, he wrote a memoir 75 him, got 
it bound in the form of a book, and kept it for ule. As to the new miniſter, 
on his being returued t to MSrſh8dabad, he worked himſelf into ſo much au- 


| This | 


5 


named Nandecomar, a man of an intriguing ſpirit, who bore the higheſt way 


ſh8abad, he was ſo well tutored by His friends of Calcutta, he learned to 


N that he undertook to Vergoily no leſs a man than Mahmed-reza- qhan. * 


345 


This Nebleman, who was ſon-in-law to Rabia-Begum, and to-Ata-ollth<qhan; 
and enjoyed now the high office of Nazem, or governor of the Province of 
Dichan-ghir- nugur-dacca, found himſelf under the neveſſity of crouching d 
the new miniſter, ard of ſeeing moſt of the buſineſs of 18 department torne 
out of his hands, and referred te people appointed by the Court. The fniniſter | 
weir ſofar, that the Navvab, in compliance with his will, diſmiſſed that No- 
bleman from his office, and moreover had him brough priſoner to Marſidda· 
bad : and probably would have proceeded farther, had not both the matter ard 
the miniſter being intimidated by the interference of the chief-of Calltiblirar; 
who procured his releaſe by dint of threats. Luckily for him that Mir-d Haf- 
er-Ghan fell fick at this very time, and became worſe and worſe ; at laſt on 
the fourteenth of Shaaban, being a Thurſday. of the year 1178 of the Hedjra, 
be departed this life, and paſſed over the ſtream which divides the confines of 
this fragile wrold, from the Regions of eternity. Several perſons of credit 


A. D. 1765. 


have affirmed that ſome moments before his demiſe, he had, on Nandecomar's 
perſuaſion, ordered to be brought to him ſome water that had been poured 
in libation over the idol at Kyirut-conah, (a famous temple of the Gentoos 
nn the neighbourhood of M8rſh84dabad) and that ſome drops of it ware PIER 
ed down the dying man's throat : this being the laſt water which he taſted. 


« Let this ſerve you for a warning, if you are capable of ifleniog to it: 
lf you ſow thorns, you cannot expect to reap Peaches.“ 


Preſerve us, O God, as well as all believers from ſuch a ſickneſs, and ſuch 
a death. | 

e Ir 3 be obſerved that the old — intimidated by the Vezir's 
numbers, and by his perſonal character for valor and proweſs, had always 
wiſhed ardently for a peace upon any terms; and the Engliſh themſelyes, im- 
preſſed with high ideas of his 5 and * 205 che ſhame and diſgrace ö 


— 
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( 157 ) Mir-djaafer, was then paſt ſeventy four. He died not only of old age, but alſo of leproſy : an appear 
ance which the Lues very frequently aſſumes in Bengal, where by the bye, leproſy itlelf is as common as in. E- 
y pt, and much with the like 9 


, 
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ſome accommodation, provided it could be obtained without endangering 


; themſelves in quiet poſſeſſion of Bengal, under a certain quit-rent. But 
Shudjah-cd-da8lah, equally proud and ignorant, (and ignorance is become 
in theſe times fo prevalent, and ſo much in faſhion, that there is hardly a 


and had conceived as high an opinion of his own power, as he had an indif. 


ferent one of what his enemies could perform, would not hear of peace on 


three provinces. Indeed he had a. numerous army with plenty of artillery, 
great and ſmall, and plenty of all the neceſſaries requiſite for war; but no 


knowledge at all about the means of availing himſelt of ſo much power: and 


ſelf, that he would not liſten to any adriler and well-wiſher, although he had 


many : and it is for that preſumptuous ignorance of his, that he ſaw what he ſaw. 


Strange it is! that in this age, as ſoon as fortune has taken a fancy to any one, 
ſo as to diſtinguiſh him from his equals, by railing him to the heighth of 


power and influence, he from that moment forgets himſelf totally : his whole 


prophets and antient ſages of old, who have approved themſelves ſo much 


upon 


— — 


the weſt antient Muſulmen writers the ignorant Propbet or ths Idiot Prophet, doubtleſs with a view to give the 


| greater 


ol fighting againſt the legitimate poſſeſſor of the throne, were defirous of 


their trade: nor had they any objections to the Emperor's or rather to the Ve- | 
2ir's keeping poſſeſſion of che province of Azim-abad, it they could be left 


fingle prince in India, but that labours under a want of intellects) Shudjah- 
ed-do8lah, I ſay, who expected mighty conqueſts from his atcheivements, 


thoſe terms; and he thought himſelf equal to. the taſk of conquering all the 


he was ſo preſumptuous at the ſame time, and ſo obſtinate and full of him- . 


frame undergoes à revolution; and the man thinking himſelf ſuperior to thoſe | 


above the ulual powers of the human mind, at once aſſumes that indeperfdence 
of thought, and that originality of conduct, which was indeed charaQteriſtick - 
in thoſe great men, but which cannot ſuit the narrow limits of human under- ' 


ſanding. Thoſe great men, and above all, the crown of Created beings (158) 


( 358 ) The crown of created beings is Mobammed, who nevertheleſs ſtyles himſelf, and is often Rytcd by 
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-greaccr weight to the divine impulſe under which he ated. This much is certain, that he has approved him- 


- many tnps to and from Mecca, which was then full of Parſis or Perſians; he had collected lights enough to con- 


CET FETE t 


(upon whom be grace and ſalute for ever!) who was indeed the great- 
eſt genius exiſting, and acted beſides under the immediate impulſe of revela- 
tion,) theſe extraordinary beings, I ſay, had no occaſion to take advice: and as 
to the greateſt 1 princes and commanders of the times paſt, they always made i it a 
point to aſ advice, and to conſult their miniſters and friends on every ſubject 
of conſequence. But now, as ſoon as fortune has been ſo/ favorable to any 
one, as to raiſe him ſuddenly to power, he from that moment fancies himſelf a 
compound of all excellence, and a being of a nature ſuperior to human kind: 
ſuch in a word, as would or it's high nature by aſking advce, or hold- 
ing councils : nay ſuch a mari 'comes at laft to think,” that aſking advice 
would be detracting from his own dignity ; ; and that defering to a ſenſible o- 
pinion, would be derogating from his own wiſdom, be the adviſer an Ariſtotle 
or ſome ſuperior being 7 59). Theſe men ſeem to think chat genius and ha- 
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ſelf, not only an excellent Soldier and a great Capitain, but that he appears to have been one of the keeneſt and 
moſt ſubtile geniuſes that ever exiſted, In his travels in Syria, where he convęrſed with the Greeks, and in his 


clude that thoſe two potent Empires were then really verging to their ruin; and it is, upon ſuch a ſurvey, that 


he had himſelf framed his ſcheme of giving the firſt ſhoc or pull, and to conquer them both: a project which 
was fully known to his three ſucceſſors, and relations, who made haſte to purſue that object, and at laſt com- 
pleted it in leſs than ttirty years. As to his mental powers, as writer or compoſitor, this man, whom the A- 
rabians of thoſe times, as well as the Chriſtians of all ages, accuſe of having wrote under the dictate of we 
know not what ignorant obſcure ſews and Parſis, has actually ſent into the world a book written in ſuch. an 
extraordinary manner, as is to this day inimitable, and never fails to amaze every one of thoſe who can read it, 
or even hear it read. People talk of the melody and roundneſs of Tully's Periodes; and they deſerve that enco- 
mium. But Tully was one of the learnedeſt geniuſes of his age, and a man exerced in oratory ; Whereas the. 
Periodes of the Idiot Prophet are ſtill ſmoother and rounder ; but they have another ſingularity, which the 
Roman had never ſo much as thought of: they are ſo ſingularly equipoiſed, ſo elegantly cadenced, and fo rictly g 
rhymed, that although you cannot deny that you are reading proſe, you feel nevertheleſs all the charms of the moſt 
melodious Poetry; and this cadence, this richneſs of rhyme, this melody of compoſition,runs throughout the whole 
book, from end to end. If we come to admit that the deity has at any time condeſcended to {peak immediately 
to mankind, what are we to think? that it did ſo in the moſt melodious trains that ever lowed from the mouth 
of man; or only that it ſpoke in the homelieſt, uglieſt, moſt indecent, and moſt deſultory language that ever 
diſgraced paper? but what is ſingular, the Prophet ignorant had himſelf ſuch a high opinion of his own book, that | 
when the Meccars uſed to aſk him for a miracle in proof of his miſſion, he always propoſed the elegance and - 
excellence of the Coran, as a proof unanſwerable ; and when they accuſed it of it's being diRated to by a, I know 
not what, Selman the Jew, and Bebrom che Parſi, he would aſk them „whether they really believed that two - 
ſuch foreigners could have wrote ſo elegant a compoſition in Arabick? It is univerſally acknowledged, that 
Mahomet even in his life time ard independently of all inſpirations paſſed for a man of the keeneſt om and 
the greateſt knowledge. 


( 159 ) Ariſtotle is all over the Eaſt ens to have been the Vezir or prime migiſter of Aſcandar-makedon A- 
lexander the Macedonian. 
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bilities follow money. Nor is it uncommon to hear them lay: we have genins 


and under ſandin 1 by thouſands. and by hundred thouſands, whereas the others have 
i only by tenths, and by hundreds as if both genius and talents were of a na- 
ture to be counted by tale, or weighed by ſcale. Such i 1s the ſtate of man- 


kind in India. Good God! | what i is merit reduced to in that ill-fated region! 


And what is become! in thoſe countries of the dignity of the. human race! O 


God ! youchſalei in your goodneſs and mercy to infuſe patience and reſigna- 
tion in our minds for the 3 W done, us; and change our alarms into quiet 
and ſecurity (160) J | 2+ Ce bi nate 6nd? RT OD 

Mt R-DJ AAFER- bar was yet It Calcutta, ="? Major Mis: in con- 
ſequence of a revolution, of which! know neither the detail nor the ſecret 
ſprings, arrived at that ety in a Mavarian ſhips which in their language 
ſignifies 3 ſhip of War; ; and _; as the council of Calcutta were diſpleaſed with 
the protraction of = war againſt Shudjah-eddd8lab, and were much inclined 
to aſcribe thoſe delays to Major Carnac's want of enterpriſe and abilities, they 


| appointed Major Monro to ſupercede him 1 in the command of the army : 


but independently of chat ſuper ceſſion, i it is a landing rule with chat nation, 


that 23 8 a King 8 alkcer E to de preſent, from that moment the 


* # , 


mands: Major e e. LES g of Manco s arrival er the army, 


and repaired to Calcutta; and che other went-up. to Azimabad, where he was 
| acknowledged commander is in chief of, all the forces. It happened that a little 
time after his arriyal La regiment of Taliagas, Rationed upon the river Surdjs 
alias Gabgrab, to oppglc © the enemy 8 paſſage, had taken up their arms, and had 
revolted. It 1 Is aid they, had even layed. hold of their commander Capitain 


Ahmuty, and of ſome, other Engliſh, as well as of a piece of Canon, and had 


croffed the riyer, with intention to. march to Ghazipsr and to take ſervice: 


RODE A ſeateace 25 tus S okken in the 1 of he 2 tot and diſtreſſed. 
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| themſelves on that fide. The Capitam obliged to follmj 
Talingas, made it a point, to humour them; but took cr eee Aa of 
chat event to Major Munro. That commander on the very firſt, moment ofthe 
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5 T * * 
| wk Raſa Balvant- aug! i who was likewiſe ſtationed on chat river to defend 
me province of Gorockp8r, ahd to hinder the Engliſh Wee n ao 


intelligence, diſpatched a Capitain and ſome other officers, verſed in the Hin- 
doſtany language, io bring back the runaways by fair means and perſuaſion: 
bur at the fame time be marched himſeif at the head of a regiment of Euro- 


pean Soldiers, with whom he advanced fo faſt, that by the ume the Capi: 


vid and bis affociates were rexfoning them out of their” revolt, and making 
Wen (be! conceſſions, which at any other time would have been improper, 


that commander was already up with the deſefrers. As the bitoriots fortune 
of the Engliſh accompanied them. every wbere, and the Talingas were doom- 
ed to a teverſe of fortune, and to challiſement, thole men dh had alfeady: 
cut o muck of their way, and were. near their i ntended ſpot, Ropped: at once, 
to take vine reſt, and yeilded' to their officer's intreaties and perſuaſion.” The 
Major appearing at this moment, the Tangas ſaluled him according to che 
rules of their diſcipline, and then actoring to cüftom, layed don their 
arms. As ſoon as. theſe were on the gtound, dle Major ordered them to be 


taken up in bundles; and then f urrounding the Taſingas with his European 


Soldiers, he marched the whole corps of tie Mutineers back to his own camp, 
where he broke the revolted regiment, diftribaring it's men by ten and tuen · 
ty in the ſeveral 1 of the other corps: after which he draughted from 
the whole of theſe corps as many men as formed 4 new regiment, and. baving 


put it under the command of Captain Abmuty, he commanded him to his 
late ſtation. This done, he ordered twenty- five men from among{t the re· 
volted, chat is, as many as bad been pointed out by the calt of dice, to be 
blown up at his guns, for an example to others. But one of thoſe: twenty 


five men, being a Brahman, made it a requeſt to be indulged With lome mo- 
| Lig | men, 
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— delay to perform his devotiohs; und having obtained it — prayed 


to the ſun and to ſome other objects of his worlmp, took alittle Ay from the 


ground, whereon he bad woihipedz? and having rubbed his forchead and 

whole Lace wich it, he marched up to the 155 eee increpidiry, and 

ſubjwnirted quietly to be BleWn tp. . r 

Wäisr chat commander e l in ids his- las to order, A 
total revolution had taken place in the minds of the council of Calcutta, 80 


bg as a negotiation was kept on foot by Shudjah-<d-d681ah 1 u pon reaſonible | 


terms, ſotme of the leading! mernbers of the council, "ſhewed themſelves difin- 
elined from wigirig war with that Prince; but ſome letters coming from him 
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it this moment, Whick leemed written with ihavghtinefs, that could not 1 | 


borne, and contained propoſals of the molt” extravagant kind, the diflenters 
clofed with che Majoricy of the couricil; and all joining, togethet, ſent orders to 
Major Mmro to Attack ab fight the Vezir. The Major on receiving the 
order, tarryed only a fei days to provide " cattitige-oxen, with a ſufficient 
quantity of victuals; and Having reviewed his army, and left his fick behind, 

he matched to Bacſar, will fall intention to give the Verr battle, 
It was about che dlitldle of the Second Rebi of the year one thouſand, ono 


ſalate for eher l) About the end of that month he inade another review, and 
having made up a liſt of thoſe he wanted to carry wich him, which hie compa- 


red with che numbers that followed lis army, and the ſeveral animals neceſ. 


tary to it, he gontented himſelf n juſt ſuch a quantity of proviſions and 
eartiages, 48 would ſuffice him for tei en days, and he diſmiſſed the reſt ; at his 
departrirehe washeardro- fay theſe very words to ſone of the gentlemen of the 


factory of Azim- abad : 7 do” mir che 10 encumber myjelr with more: for . 
ther within that ſpace of time we. ſhall haverbeaten and expelled the eneny,and then 


we. ſhall find viftuals "Hubligh ;" or We all be beaten ourſebues, and i in part Ali oc, 
ne wen a man have #0 vitafidn for ** Baggage. THE | 


» Tas 


hundred and ſeventy eight of the Proplibt's reitet, (on whem be grace and 
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Shah-abad, Sifpatched. meſſengers, to his miKer to inform him of the motions 
of the Engliſh. On this intelligence the Vezir ſeat ſome Mogul Cavalry to 


neceſſaries for their office. Upon all thoſe ſubjects he was quite careleſs and 


| ſed by way of tax from every houſe in his domimons that had an Habeſhinian, or a Georgian, or a Calmac ſlave. 


a * * * ” * 
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Tas Mager being, now: on his match, and hie 10 lieg being known and 
public, Mir: veli- ollahꝭ a mas born an Azim- abad, but who now commanded 
for Shudjab-. ed dg lab in thoſe parts of Bahar, dependent from the Sercar of 


ſcirmiſn with them, and to impede heir wach. And as he had heretofore left 
ſome large cannon on che banks of the Sohon to opppſe cho · enemy, whilſt the 
latter were encam ped over againſt that river. at Calver, he; ordered it to be 
brought back to his camp. It was now the geighth of the. rainy ſeaſon, and n 
the wheels of thoſe vnxeldy carriages having ſynk in the mud, it became 
impoſſible to get them from thence by any means whatever, AThe Vexir 
hearing of this, put himſelf at che head of one thouſand Durrani-horſe (1 _ | 
and going to the {pot, he diſengaged the guns and brought them to camp; 
but after this exertion, he ſunk again into a circle of entertainments, pleaſures 
and amuſements, without once beſtowing a thought upon the neceſſary quan- 
tity ot balls, or their quality, or that of che powder 3, and without conſulting 
any one experienced man about the method of fighting the enemy : he even 
declined liſtening to the requeſt of thoſe officers ot the artillery, who wanted 


irattentive : ſpending his time in playing at dice, in obſerving the flights of his 
Pigeons looking at the verformancesidf his dance-women, and amuſing him - 
{elf with paſtimes of all ſons: and all that, with as much caſe andithoughtleſs- 
neſs; as if he had been about his own 8 a party of F Mann, vin 
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( 162) 80 called from a 1 (Durr) which they L wore at one "of their ears. This 0 


and badge was given. by Ahmed-ſhah, the firſt Abdalli King, to a body of two thouſand guards, which were rai - 


In time this appeilation came to be extended by the Hindoſtanies from the body- guards to the whole army, and 
from the array to the whole nation. For the real name of the latter is that of Afghan-Abdallies, a branch of Af- 
ghins who has ſwallowed up the whole nation, and founded a powerful Monarchy that comprehends the eaten 
parts of Perſia, ſouthern of Euzbeg- Tartary, and weſtern of Hindoſſan. They are moſtiy cavalry, wear the 
Perſian dreſs, ſpeak the Peſhto language, (but the Perſian is the Haligulge of the 1 and WES * 
and fifty Iheaſane 4 e and de n e 2 EW 15 M # 3 8 
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only ordered a wall or intrenchment to be drawn from the little river of Dur- 


that cover: but on the Major's coming up, and encamping at about three 


coſſes diſtance from him on a moraſſe that lay betwixt the two armies, he al- 
the intrenchment, he reſolved to give them battle on the other ſide ot it. 
Infantry, commanded by Shudjah-c8li-qhan, commonly called Mya-yſſa, ran- 


Governor of Add and Ilah-abad, brought his troops out of the intrenchment, 
and took poſt on the banks of the Ganga, that is cloſe to the ruined houſes of 
the town of Bacſar. At his elbow were Somro and M8(her-medec with eight 


field pieces, mounted 1 in the Englifh faſhion upon carriages, equally ſtrong 
and light: they were at the head of eight regiments of Talingas that had 


yſſa took his poſt. The Vezir himſelf coming out of the intrenchment, with 
a body of troops, ranged them at the right of Mia-yfla and of Beni-babadyr's; 
and the engagement commenced by a cannonade on both fides, which kil- 
led and wounded numbers of people from both parties. The Vezir tired with 
luch a ſlaughter, took his Moghul Cavaly and ſome other choice troops, and 
charged the Engliſh ſeveral times; whilſt part of his Durrani-Moghuls attack- 
ing Major Monro's Cavalry, put it to flight, ad falling upon the Engliſh 


of the Engliſh line, repeatedly attacked by the Vezir's Cavalry, and expo- 
ſed to Somro's and Medec's inceſſant fire, fell into diſorder, and was in great 
danger. At this very time the Major obſerving that the troops poſted at the 
Moraſſe, were by that very reaſon out of the reach of the enemy's efforts, march- 
ed part of them dowa to attack Beni-bahadyr.. Theſe troops were led by of- 


ficers equally {ilful and brave, who marching with a meaſured pace inclined 


349 


gaoty to the bank of the Ganga, intending to fight the Engliſh from behind 


tered his reſolution; and abandoning the thoughts of fighting "PEA behind 


TRE Moghul horſe, together with fix or ſeyen thouſand men of cavalry and 


ged themſelves behind Somro and M8ſher-medec. Beni-bahadyr, deputy 


been trained and faſhioned by Mir-caſſem. It was behind theſe, that Mia- 


camp in the rear, killed and plundered without meaſure, ſo that the main 


towards 


3: 3. a 
E. _— 2 * — > 
— 8 _ 
* ef 


1 . 2 
ud 


9 


* *# „ 
_ — * — 


—.— 
—— 


FPS. .. 
a 


* 7 V 
* 


. wa ww 
"+: IS 


4 of Td 

_- w -* 
8 2 

52 — 


—— 2 — — 


— 


r u E 1 * 


wowards the bankaof Fe Ganga, and arrived cloſe to thoſe. ruined | houſes be-. 

bind which Beni-bahadyr had poſted himſelt at ihe head of bis troops, and alſo 

ol another body of Cavalry, called the Sheh-2adians (1 62) of Lucnow, who | 

were commanded by Shch«gh8lam-cadyr. Theſe had all diſmounted from 
their horſes, and were ſtanding behind thoſe ruins with their match-locks in 
their hands. The Engliſh T alingas advancing undiſcovered along the main · ſtreet 
of the deſerted town, were concealed by the ruins 3 3 and coming unexpectedly 

upon Beni -· bahadyr's men, poſted at the bottom of thoſe ruined walls, they 
poured upon them a ſhower of clods and ſtones : on this. Sheh- -gh8lam-cadyr 

got up with his Sheh-zadians from betwixt the ruins, to oppoſe the Engliſh 

Talingas; and theſe being now all aſſembled by their officers, and ranged in 
a line, a fire of Muſquetry enſued between the two troops. But how could the 

| Sheh-zadians and Beni-bahadyr's people, accuſtomed to fire diſ perſed, and at 

will, ſtand the regular and violent fire poured upon them by the Engliſh Ta- 


lingas In one or two diſcharges, the buſineſs of Sheh-g8lam-cadyr's and of 
his men was effectually done: numbers were made to bite the duſt on the 


ſpot; and the others being wounded and diſperſed, fled in the greateſt conſter- 

nation, and left their poſt empty. At ſight of this Beni- bahadyr, who had cloſe 

to him a friend of his, named Ghalub-Qhan, an Hindoſtany of valuable cha- 
racter and of much perſonnal proweſs, aſked him what he thought was to be 
done: Hon chuſe to acquire honour only, anſwered the other, we muſt lay 
down our lives here; and if you love only your life, wwe muft get from hence direftl, 
Beni-bahadyr having anſwered that he wanted honour on ly, the other replyed, 
et us diſmount then; and immediately alighting himſelf, he alſo ordered his 
ſon Vedge-eddin-qhan to alight likewiſe. By this time the Engliſh Talingas 
drawing near,were getting ready to pour a volley: at fight of this Beni-bahadyr, 


mt 


having; preferred life to honour, turned about and fled with all his might. The 


— — 


(162) The word Sheb ada muſt not be confounded with that of Shah-zaday which laſt ſignifies King's ſon 
or Imperial Prince. The former ſignifies a perſon deſcended from Arabian adventurets, or from Gentoo con- 
verts; and a very large quarter of Lucnow is iababited by ſuch people, They are braye, united, and marry oni 

| among themſelves, | | 


young 
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- young man on a foeiag this, went to acquaint his father, he; on obſerving the 
flight of Beni-bahadyr's and of all that m * of troops, mounted again, 
and ran after his maſter. Abr 13 

WII. LST Beni-bahadyr was flying, his friends dot he had a an * 
vantage: Mia- yſſa who miſtook the vollies of Muſquetry between the Engliſh 
| Talingas and the Sheh -zadians- of Sheh-gBolam-cad yr's, for a ſevere engage- 


ment; miſapprehended Beni-bahadyr' s retreat for a ſecand attack; and-being 


jealous of a ſuoceſs which might reflect a diſnonour upon his own inaCtion, he 
quitted his poſt from behind Somro and Mooſhur-medec, and ran forward: 


he had before a Moraſſe full of mire and water, which rendered his paſſage 


the more difficult and dangerous, as the NMoraſſe was lined in front by a boſy 


of Engliſh Infantry, chat looked very much like a wall vomitting fire and 
flames. Hence of ſix or ſeven thouſand men that were under his command, 

only a a ſmall number choſe to follow him; and theſe by thus paſſing before 
| Sumro and Mooſhur- medee, who made a continual fire of Muſquetry and 
canon againſt the Engliſh line, put an end to that hail of balls that incomom- 
ded lo. much the enemy; and by thus obſtructing the fire made by friends, 
he by his poſition between the two lines, became expoſed to a hot and expe- 
| ditious fire, which the Engliſh inceflantly poured upon him, and which pro- 


ved as deſtructive as that at the day of Judgment. Nevertheleſs after having 


päaſſed through that ſhower of balls, he with infinite trouble, but with a ſinall 


number of men, emerged at laſt out of the mire and water; and it was only to 


ſee himſelf and his people aimed at like ſo many marks: fo that he fell fruit- | 
' lefly and ingloriouſly ; and his indignant ſoul took it's flight towards eternity. 4 
£ Thoſe of bis men that could effe& their eſcape from that ſcene of ſlaughter 


and wounds, overthrew i in their flight ſuch troops as yet ſtood their ground, 
and by their example carmel them away. By this time the Engliſh Talingas 
. after having put Benl- bahadyr to flight, had got over the intrenchment; and 


breaking immediately i into 0 the Vezir's Oy wich repeated diſcharges of Muſ- 
| - Quetry 
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quetry, they threw the whole into fo much conſternation; that not a man in 


chat immenſe multitude found courage enough to tarry a while and to load up, 


and carry away, his baggage or property: they all fled, every one providing, 
for himſelf, as his mind prompted. For by this time, the whole army had 
been defeated ſo completely, that no one thought of ſtanding his ground. 


But no ſooner was this general diſcomfiture obſerved by the ungrateful-Moghuls. 


and Duranies, than quitting the Vezirs's perſon;they turned about upontheir own: 
troops and friends, and commenced plundering and ſtriping: at ſich a rate, 
that a by ſtander would have taken them for ſo many enemies. The Vezir 
was yet in camp ; and although fully ſenſible that fate had given the victory 
to his enemies, he remained a full hour behind, to look at the amazing re- 
volution which was taking place; nor did he quit the field, but when he ſaw 
thoſe about his perſon ſhrunk to a ſmall number: at which time he followed 
the run-aways, and left his camp ſtanding. Every thing belonging to him 
or to his officers, ſuch. as tents, furniture, * other property, fell a prey 
to the victors; numerous ſhops of bankers, full of ſilver and gold coin, and 
numerous tents of merchants, replete with Kimqhabs (163) and other 
precious ſtuffs, were riffled in an inſtant: the ſutlers and markets under- 
went the ſame fate: the artillery, great and ſmall, was taken poſſeſſion of; 
ſo that the Engliſh troops with all their followers made an immenſe booty. 
But whilſt theſe ſtrangers were buſy in enriching themſelves at the enemy's 
expence, the Vezir's troops were buſy in plundering each other, and that 
too with ſo much earneſtneſs, that whatever fell in any one's hand, was re- 
puted fair prize. God only knows the wealth which muſt Tang exiſted ia 
that army; and I acknowledge that it would be vain in 105 to attempt giv- 
ing ſo much as an idea of it: but I can ſay with certainty, bowever, that 


there were immenſe riches in that: camp; and ſuch indeed as might have 
(163)S 
a Banares, 
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ilks adorned with gold or liver flowers, made in great perfection at G8djrat,. but imitated likewiſe 


vied, 
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vied with the very capital of Hindoſtan in that regard, 5 the latter was 


the repoſitory of all the wealth of India. Whilſt this ſcene of ſac and plun- 


der was going on dne ſide, vaſt numbers of people on the other, were en- 
deavoring to croſs the Durgfoty, a little deep muddy river, that flowed be- 


hind the camp; but they ſtuck in vaſt numbers i in, the mire and mud, or 
loſt their lives by the vollies which hs Talingas were | endleſſly pouring on 
the flying enemy. DOE: 
Bx an event fingular 1 it happened that the very dp before the 
| engagement, Shudjah-edd68lah had thought proper to ſet Mir- caſſem at li- 


berty, although he gave him no Better carryage than an Elephant which prov- 
ed lame: by another event full as ſingular, and one of choſe which cannot be 


accounted for, but by admitting the interference of a particular providence, 
that very animal enabled the priſonner to get out of that ſcene of confuſion 
and flaughter, and to ſave his life from more than one ſort of imminent dan- 
ger: doubtleſs he was predeſtinated to a longer Life; elſe, in that ſcene of ter- 
ror and conſternation, which parted the ſon from the father, and the brother 
trom the brother, who would have thought of an unfortunate being, kept this 
long while in confinement,and deprived of all intercourſe with mankind ? Let us 


adore the ſecret workings of that watchful a. which on the very eve 
of ſuch a ſcene of danger and confuſion, p 


vide a carryage for his ptiſoner. | 
| % Even an enemy will prove ſervic eable to thee, if it pleaſes Gad,“ 


gut it into an enemy's: heart to pro- 


This releale had been announced to Aali-hibrabim-qhan in the evening; 


547 


Provyidential _ 
eſcape of Mir- 


Caſſern's. 


and at midnight he had ſent ſecretly to inform him that he had ready 


at his ſervice a bag of a thouſand Rupees, and an excellent horſe, which 
would. carry him any where he pleaſed: adding, that if he made but a 
ſign of the head, both would be ſent him immediately ; the meſſenger protel- 


ed chat tho only reaſon why this had not been, done already, was. qut of fear 


leſt the Vezir coming to hear of it, ſhould become again as ſeyere as ever. Such 


+ tender! in \ ſuch a e could not but prove highly acceptable to Mir- 


callem; 3 
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caſſem's aſlited mind: be beſtowed on the Qhan all the encomiums he deſes. 


ved for having remembered of paſt obli ations, and proved grateful at lo cri- 


tical a moment of total dereliction; but he anſwered, that at preſent he did not 


think it proper to accept ofhis offer, as they had promiſed to bring him a car- 
tage: but that if they ſhould fail, then he 'would by all means avail himſelf 


of his generous offer. And really a little before day break, they brought him 


_ a female elephant chat limped; and it was upon ſuch a carriage that Mir- 


caſſem made his eſcipe with the run- aways, and ſaved his life. . 

A FEw days before the engagement,  Aaly-hibrahim-qhan had had the - 
precaution to fend his heavy baggage under the Charge of his brother 
Aaly- caſſem- qhan to the Emperor's encampment, which was on the other 
fide of the Durgaoty, che little river that parted it from the Vezir's - 
camp, and upon which they had formed with ſome boats a bridge of 
communication. By ſuch a precaution he had remained quite light and dif- 
incumbered: ſo that in the general deroute, he advanced-expeditiouſly ta 
the bridge; but finding it ſo thronged, and the runaways pouring in immenſe 
ſhoals, ſo as to barr all paſſage, he became extremely uneaſy : moreover 
the bridge had broke down: the danger increaſed faſt; and the Engliſh Ta- 
lingas were preparing to fire: no time was to be loſt: he put ſpurs to his 
horſe, ran a little higher up the banks of the river, and throwing him- 
ſelf in the water with his horſe, he ſwam over to be oppoſite fide. Being 
arrived on the other fide, where a number of people had ſtopped a while 
both to take ſome refreſhment, and to wait for ſuch of their friends, as weile 
yet on the other ſide of the water, he obſerved a body of Engliſh advancing 
with a field piece, loaded with ſmall ball called Churras, which they fired; 
whilſt a body ef their Talingas were making diſcharges of muſketry ; the J 


cannon ſwept both. ſides of the river; nor is it poſſible to deſcribe the terror 


and confuſion that ſeized the rutaways: they poured upon each other * 


ſboulders in the miry ſhores of that very muddy river,and ſicking in the mud, 
| | | 4 they | 
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they emed in ſhoals (1 64): others having found means Sch) ;nfinite trouble 
to get over, fled in the moſt diſmal condition „every one taking to what road 
chanced to be before him : moſt of theſe were ſet upon by the peaſants who 


firiped them to the ſkin. Others having found means to join the runaways, 
that had preceded, returned graces to heaven, as if they had returned from 


the very gates of death. The Vezir having paſſed the nyer, and got all his 
family together, took the road which leads to Ilah- abad; but Mir- caſſem 
upon his limping carriage, made a ſhift to get as lar as ſix or ſeven coſſes be- 
yond Banareſs. As to Beni - bahad yr, he tarriec upon the banks of the Ganga 
by the Vezir's order, with intention to bring away the Emperor, who was en- 
camped over againſt that city: and Aaly- hibrahim-qhan, ſick, as be was, 
found means, witli no more than a dozen of followers, to advance clole 
to Beni - bahadyr s, encampment, where he intended to take ſome reſt, 4 
and to [inquire aftet his brother, with whom he wiſhed to encamp. A 
ſervant of Ghalub-qhan having deſcryed that nobleman by chance, went 
and gave notice of it to his maſter, who was a great friend of his, and then in 
Beni-Bahadyr's retinue. Ghalub-qhan no ſooner heard the intelligence, than 
he expreſſed his ſatisfaction, and getting up directly, he requeſted leave of 
Beni-Bahadyr to meet his friend. The Radja on obſerving Ghalub-qhan's 
eagerneſs, aſked him what kind of a man was his friend, that he ſeemed ſo 
eager to lee him? the other having anſwered by a ſhort eulogium of Hibra- 
him- qhan, added that if ever he comp.enced an acquaintance with him, he might 
then get fome knowledge of his merit. The, miniſter who had often been pre- 
ſent at that- nobleman's valuable converſation with the Vezir, conceived 
a defire of attaching him to his own perſon, and he aſked Ghalub-qhan whe- 
cher he could bring his friend to him? The latter undertook the buſineſs, 


and prevailed upon his friend to wait upon the miniſter, juſt in the undreſs 


Re at 
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— 0 164 ) Five or fix thouſand men periſhed or were flain in the action, but ten thouſand er more ſtuck in 
the mire, or periſhed in the retreat; and two years rnd the town of Bacſar, the N and the e ſhores 
of the river, for miles together, were beſet with bones. — 
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In which he was. The Radja 3 to reckon 8 valuable a man amongſt his 


* 1 * * 1 . 
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friends, requeſted his friendſhip, proffered his own, and deſired him to reckon 


himſelf henceforward amongſt thoſe of his family. This propoſal could not 
but pleaſe Hibrahim- han, who thought that in a time of ſo much confu- 
ſion, che very tarrying ſome days with that miniſter, would prove of ſome 


advantage to himſelf. After this acquiſition, the Rad) ja received orders from | 


the Vezir to bring up the Emperor; and he was urging the propriety” of 


marching forward : but that prince, who in his heart was diſſatisfied with the 
Vezir, and had reſolved to part with Beni-bahadyr, thought proper to tem 


| poriſe under a variety of pretences, having ſome time before conceived the 


deſign of joining the Engliſh. For that nation had alceady made overtures, 
on that ſubject, and rendered him defirous of joining them, as well as. 
intent on availing himſelf of their aſſiſtance; and on the other hand, 


they expected that the Vezir, informed of their being forbidden by the com- | 


pany to make any new conqueſts in India, would of himſelf come to-terms 


of peace and fiendſhip: with them: they had therefore thoughts of meeting 
Beni-bahadyr, whom they knew to be the Vezir 5 confidant, and Mir- 


caſſem's enemy. But as Beni-bahadyr had then Aden the Emperor's 
dzfeftion, and his backwardaeſs from marching farther, he continued his 
own journey with his own troops, and croſſed the Ganga. | 

As ſoon as the miniſter was ſcen on the other fide of that river, the Empe- 
ror, who- was thereby left at liberty, ſent for the Engliſh; who finding fo fur 
a/ pretence for advancing their own affairs, 'doubled their pace, and joined 
him in a few hours. They payed their reſpects to him, croſſed the Ganga with 
him, and from thence invited Beni-bahadyr to a conference. The miniſter 


who wanted to attach Aali-hibrahim-qhan to his perſon, and who had a 


| high opinion of his genius, applied to him for advice; and having perpend- 


ed his counſel, he from that time admitted him to all his ſecrets, and aſſoci- 


ated him to the negotiation: for he became at laſt convinced that his meeting 


the 
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te Engliſh would refiound to his maſter' 3 advantage; and wich that view he 
proceeded to their camp. The Engliſh ſhewed a willingneſs to come to terms 
with the Vezir, it he would but deliver in their hands Mir- caſſem, and 
Sumro. TH miniſter who was upon bad terms with the fugitive prince, and 
dam his own ad vantage and chat of his country and maſter in this propoſals 
anſwered in a ref] pectful manner ** that Somro being maſter of a good body of 
ce troops, and ſuch as had not broke their ranks in the laſt defeat, but had 
« fetreated in good order, the ſeizing that man's perſon would not be free 


% from danger: but that Mir-cafſem might be arreſted; and if the Vezir 
© ſhould approve of it, his own endeavours would not be wanting in that 


« buſineſs”. The conference ended here; and Beni-bahadyr having heard 
the propoſals of the Engliſh, took his leave, and returned to his own camp, 
where he diſcloſed the whole negotiation to his confidants, amongſt whom 
was Aaly-hibrahim-qhan. The latter thought it incumbent upon his gratitude 
and upon thoſe antient ties of oe, that bound him to Mir. caſſem, to 


ſend him immediate notice of the matter in agitation; and this fugitive, who 
was encamped only at a few coſſes diſtance, no ſooner heard the intelligence, 


than ho fled to Ilah- abad, with a Fwiftneſs and a rapidity that could be com- 
pared to nothing but the wind or to the lightning; and having chere managed 
in ſuch a manner, as to get poſſeſſion of his family and women, which had been 
plundered by the. Vezir's people, and confined in that caſtle, he marched on 
without ſtopping as far as Berhetly, which i is the principal city of that Colony 
of Afghans, who call themſelves Rohilas: and there only he commenced to 
| take ſome teſt. There likewiſe we hall leave him, until we come to cloſe 
bis hiſtory; and this ſhall take place- when we come to give an account ofthe 


reſolutions that have happened at the capital of the Empire. 
Bur by chis time the defeat. of Bacſar had made a total revolution in Shud- 

| es eme. That prelumptuoys man, who had never had an idea of 
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ſuch a reverſe of fortune, finding now ſo total an alteration in his affairs, con- 
cluded that he had no other reſource leſt, but that of abbandoning his own do- 
minions, and flying for ſhelter to a ſtranger's country. He therefore ſent 
fame of his relations to Fiiz-abad (165) and to Lucknow, with orders to 
take away his family and treaſures, and to carry them into the country of a 
Rohila Prince, called Haafyz-rahmet, with whom he had ſome connections; 
as Y naiet-qhan, the latter's ſon, had become his companion of arms in his 
campaign about Azimabad : his orders were to keep them in Berheily, which 
is the greateſt city of thoſe par s, as being a place which ſurpaſſed P ylybeet 
and all the other towns of that country both in the ſalubrity of it's air, and 
the goodneſs of it's wards: Mean while he repaired in all ſpeed to IHah-abad, 
and having taken from thence his mother and conſort, he left Aaly-beg ghan 
in the citadel, and proceeded to the country of the Afghans, where leaving 
his family, furniture, and the whole of his effects and treaſures in Berheily, 
he ſent Sidy-baſhir, a ruſty Habeſhinian of his, to command in the fortreſs 
of Chennar, with a proper garriſon, and every neceſſary requiſite for the de- 
fence of that place. Beni-bahadyr arrived at this time ; but his advice for 
making peace with the Engliſh, was rejected by the Vezir, who thought it 
derogatory to his dignity, and diſhonourable to his name, family ind pedigree; 
and on the other hand he reckonned upon powerful ſuccours both from the 
Afghans princes, and from the Marhatta-general, Malhar-rao. He therefore 
diſpatched Beni-bahadyr to Lucnow, with ſecret inſtructions to keep fair with 
the Engliſh, and under this maſk, to maintain his government in that 
province; whilſt himſelf ſhould proceed with all ſpeed to the country of 
Ahmed-qhan Bangaſh, notwithſtanding the cordial averſion he had for that 
prince: nor was this averſion of a modern date, as we already touched on 


the cauſes and progreſſes of ſentiments in that part of our hiſtory which relates 


— 
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(165) Faiz-abad, a city founded by Saadet · qhan, maternal grand father to Shudjah-eddo$1ah, and added to 
the very antient city of A8d. It is now in ruins, being built like all the cities and towns of India with mud 
and ſtraw, or with ſun-bvrat bricks, with here and there a brick or ſtone building. 


to 
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10 Shah-djchan-abad, and to the neighbouring provinces. . On his arrival 
there he had a meeting with Hafyz-rahmet, with Ahmed-bangaſh, and with 
ſome other Afghan Princes, as well as with the famous Mir-ſheabeddin-qhan, 


better known under the title of Umad-el-mulk, who chanced to be there 


likewiſe. The Vezir threw amongſt them the dice of conf ultation, and re- 


queſted both advice and aſſiſtance. Every one of them promiſed ſuccours, but 


| neveriheleſs all adviſed bun to call to his ſervice the Marhatta Malhar-rao, 
who was a Prince of Decan, — an old General, who had once commanded 
in chief in Badjirao's-army. This General was then Mucaſdar or feudatory Prince 
(166) of the Province ot Shah-djchan-abad, and went fimply, by the title of 
the Soobadar or Viceroy : he lived retired inthe country about Calpy and Go- 
alyar; but as he had once loſt all his baggage and fortune in that bloody de- 
feat, which Ahmed-ſhah, the Abdalli, Monarch, had given the Marhatta 
nation, he did not cut any great figure. Shudjah-ed-d68lah, ſent ſome of his 
truſty ſervants in that country, who prevailed upon that general to come over 
with his troopsto their maſter's aſſiſtance, in whoſe name they promiſed a great 
ſum of money, in caſe vitory ſhould favor his party. The man, who ſince 


the loſs he had ſuffered, had become exceedingly covetous, greedily accep- 


ted the propoſal, and ſoon came over with his troops to Shudjah-ed-d6o8- 


lah's camp. As to the Afghans, all the inſtances made to engage them to 


come to that prince s aſſiſtance, in compliance with their own promiſes, pro- 


ved uſeleſs; and they went on with a multitude of pretences, and far fetched 


excuſes, put him off with procraſtination, and with promiſes of to- day and 
to-morrow, and at laſt did not move a foot. 
Max while Beni-Bahadyr, who was now arrived at Lucknow, gave no- 


tice of his maſter's intentions: Shudjah-ed-d68lah ” ſaid he © cannot be 


lth, —— 
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(166) The Mucaſdar was the Governor who reſided in a Province in the name of the Emperor of the Mar- 
hattas, and collected for him the CH: or fourth of the product of the country, whilſt the Nazem collected the 
other three quarts for his maſter, the Emperor of Hindeſtan. - This Nazem was the Military Governor of the 
Province, and had the commagd of the troops and fortereſſes, as well as the diſtribution of juſtice ; whereas the 
Divan was only the intendant of the 6ountry, or the collector and diſtributor of the revenues. When theſe two 
diſtin officers were jo ned in one perſon, this perſcn was called the Sobah dar. 5 
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" brought to conſent to a peace 8 che Evgliſh on ihe conditions tendered! | 
60 by them : . he 1 Is retoly ed to try another battle. As to Mir-caſſem, he has 
40 elcaped from his hands; nor is Sun to be laid hold of, unleſs by 
a ſome arifce ; but at = rate, my maſter thinks that at ſuch a time as this. 
4 meaſures of fuch a nature are very im proper for him. With reſpect to me 
6« In particular, 15 1 augur nothing good trom his affairs, I am deſirous and 
66 willing to meet the Engliſh half way, and to join their cauſe.” Now it 
mult be obſerved, that although Shytab. ray was unqueſtionably a very truſty 
| ſervant of that nation, he was alſo much attached to Beni- -bahadyr, in whoſe 


houſe he had found fo honorable an aſylum, with ſo many favours and ſo 


many benefits, when he fled ſome years before from Mir-caſſem” 5 reſentment. 
He therefore wiſhed to ſhew the high ſenſe he retained of lo, many benefits; 
and thought himſelf happy in having an opportunity of ſerving his benefactor. 
This negociation was juſt ſe on foot, when Major Munro, after defeating the 
Vealr, and purſving him as far as Banares, thought proper, for reaſons of his 
own, to go back to Calcutia, and to leave the command to Major F ooleecher 
(Robert Fletcher); and this too having been found fault with, and been diſ- 
miſſed. from the command of the army, it devolved of courſe 2 Major 
Carnac; an officer who had once been in the Company s ſervice, and had 
commanded an army; but had lately been promoted to the rank of ſupreme 
commander, which in their language is called a Brigadier General. As this 
officer had a deal of friendſhip for Shytab-riy, the latter embraced the oppor- 
tunity of imparting to him the propoſals made by Bèni-bahadyr ; and this ge- 
neral who eſteemed the miniſter's arrival a great advance towards a peace, 
availed himſelf of the envoy's preſence, ro invite the maſter,” expreſſing his 
dehre at the lame time in a polite letter, fra. Sht with expreſſions of high re- 
gard. Upon ſuch an invitation, Eeni. babadyr canic, and met the General; 


but his intention was only to keep fair with both parties. The General propo- 


ted to chat min ili ter to bring oe his, whole lamily to Luckuow, and in particu- 


lar 
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hr ta ſenil his b to Banares or Azimabad, in which chſerhe would be 
ſatisſied with his ſincerity, and would leave the whole buſineſs and all the 
contylbuions of che two provinces, of, A8d. and Illah- abad to his own manage · 
ment: ute gs, this propoſal did not ſuit Beni - Bahadyr, he declined it upon a 
variety of plauſible, Prexences, and. he kept the matter in ſuſpenſe; until bear- 
ing that Shudjah-ed-d68lah had taken Malhar-rio' in:his-ſervice, and was 
preparing to fight, the Eogliſh, he went to a Fakyr for-wliomihe Had a high 
regard, and -aſked him what reſolution he adviſed, him to take. The F akyr 
anſwered, .** that the coming of. the Engliſh. Way, like A -{quall, which had 
*« brought on much blowing indeed, but which would ſoon be over and 
* gone.“ Tbis anſwer to which the miniſter paid an implicit belief, having 
made him conceive that victory Sy for his + oo Meble 
to continue firm in hys attachment to him. 

Bur the intelligence that had fo much e Bent habadyrs heart, had 
taiſed alarms in the mind of Shythb-1 Ay who was his mediator with the Eng- 
zin; and who no ſooner heard of the: junttion of Matlhat-rio's with Shudjah- 
ed-do8lah, than he wrote to Beni-bahadyr, in ſtrong terms: 60 df you intend 
4 to remain lch Sbudpah-eddöslah, ſaid be, ſpeak. out and act openly, that 
1 may get you diſmiſſed by the Engliſh, after having informed them of 
P7 your inclination; but it you think it better to attach yourſelf to us, let me 
% recommend to you much firmneſs and ſteadineſs ia your conduct: for after 


4 all, why ſhould we proceed in a negorimion chat ma bring a reflection 


upon me, and a reproach of faithleſſaeſs upon you Or why ſhould! yau 
n bring me into am imminent danger, and er pole v, own character to 
r endleſs ſhame and reproaches? This remonſtranc e produced no oſſect; 
and Beni Babadyr, who thought ic pruclen de to conceal his mainly kept his fe- 
cret evem from Stiytäb- ray, und left the reſt to opportunity and me. But 
mean While; imiger pretente of putting in order forme diſtricts fartheſt from 

vari army, _ nCelf aceompahied by forme campanies'of their 
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Talingas; and having proceeded with theſe as far ME TIED bewthed 
"from thence his conſort and family, and took to the road that led to Shudjah- 
ed-d68lah's camp: his intention being 10 ellect a qu ction with him at any 


All diefe motibus ebud not be _ 5 FA bali chan, who hav- 


| where having been kept | in che dark as to that miniſter's real intentions, he 


he Radja of that country, in her! tuſband' abſence who had been per. 


commodate him with lodgings and vi many convenienciesix hic the country 


prized the General; who beyeitheleſs had fo much regard for the ſincere at- 
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rate. T be Engliſh Talingas wanted, ta prevent his flight; but as they were 


in ſo ſmall a number, they were e * nn numerous 
troops and threats, and let him eſcape: Be deter IGHL; 


ing fallen ſick, had been left by Beni. bahadyr in the caſtle of Panab: Tur : 


Was much teitled when he heard © of | his final departure: as ſuch an event be- 
Teft him of all lopport; and let him to himſelt. ' Luckily! that. ihe conſort of 


ſuaded by Beni- bahadyr to attend Shwdjah- -ed-d68lah, chought proper to uſe 
the an with a deal of kindneſs, and: did evety ling in her power to ac- 


did not afford: by her means 7 e every neceſſary for his vo 
3 nd dep ted for Ilah-abad; © FEELS 2 A oe 24 OEGH., i Se 3 
"THE intelligence of Bni-babadyr' 8 eh Thocked die: hol, and ſur- 


tachment which Shytab-ray had forhim that he forbore ſaying any thing of the 
matter: but this did not ſatisfy Shytab-ray, who anxious for his own charac- 
ter, thought proper on the firſt news of Beni babadyr s defection, to wait up- 
on the General and to ſupplicate him in theſe terms: **-Sir, I was Beni-baha- 
0 dyr' 8 ſecurity for che performance of bie agreements and now he has acted 
& in fuch'emboner, as confounds all the world. Should you be called to 
an account: for this affar by the Council of Calcutta, pleaſe io ſend me 
e hither, as I am the only culprit in this affair, and not you.” This ſhort 
addreſs had it's effect: the General and the other Engliſh commanders ſenſi- 


ble of - 5 N and pleaſed wah the ſinceriij and frankneſs of his 
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nn did every thing in their power to a bim eaſy. Nothing was 
' thought of now, but war: and Shudjah ed döglah having on his fide effected 
1 junction with the Mathatta Malhar⸗ tao, was preparing t to fight the Engliſh. 


Theſe had made an acquifition ſome time before this: it was that of the Rad- 
ja Balvent, Zemindar of Banares, whom they brought over to their party ; 


13 DIR 


and this yas effected by Shytib-ray's mediation, and by the management of 


Nor. el-haſſen-qhan the Belgramite, a ſervant of Shudjah- eddG8lahy s, but a 


friend of Bẽni- -bahadyr's, and who now was in the office of Sazavul at Banares, 
that is, of enforcer of payment: and it vas by Belvent 5 advice that the Eng- 
liſh reſolved to beſiege Chennar-gur, ; a F. ortreſs famous for firengrh and ſecu- 
.Tity, as being ſeated at ten coſſes ſouth of that city, npon the top: of a rock 
chat commands thither both ſides of the Ganga. A number of troops were ſent 
under the command of a Major; who had with him ſeveral Capitains, with 
*matiy Lieutenants, Enſigns and Serjeants, and ſome battering (167) cannon. 
The Major having affembled his troops and necoſfaries, marched to the fort- 
-refs, and ſurrounded it. But firſt of all he produced an Imperial order; in 


hopes that che garriſon would ſubmit on the i intimationof the Imperial threats; 


however, as ſoon as he Taw that theſe did not make any effect, he brought his 
cannon forward, battered the walls, and puſhed the fiege with vigor. The 
Governor of the place, Mahmed- beſhir-quan, a-principal- lord of the Vezir's 

court, was in his heart ill affected and wave ring : nevertheleſs the garriſon, 
which had refolved to ſtand a fiege, ſtretched out the feet of firmneſs, and at- 
tached themſelves to the defence of the place. But as their Governor ſeern- 
ed diſſatisfied; they contrived to get him out of the, rwalls in the manner he 
wiſhed; and to have him conducted to the road that led to Shudjah-ed-d68- 
lah's camp; after this, they made a brave defence; but yer there remained 
but a few days reſpite to the Fortreſs: for part of the wall having been ruin- 


ed and beaten down by Ate "5 of the cannon „ the Engliſh i in a dark 
night 2 A number of proper troops, and gave an aſſault to tire 
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place. They climbed the 8 and were encouraging each other to deform | 
into che fort by che ruins, and the ſcatteted Jooſe ſtones of the breach; When 
they were over-heard by ſome of the Garriſon, who being put upon their 
guard, waked their: ch npanions ſo expeditiouſly, that the Gartiſon was up in 
a moment, and really at che! breach: from hene "hey rade fucli ctinual 
diſcharges of maſketry, as diſabled molt of the affaulrers.” The latter being 
confonmaled both by the dackneſs of the night, and by the wuppertal ofthe 
looſe ſtones, fell down-in"ſhbals4 and felling Fromithe top Atte bree quite 
don che brow of the rock, they carriel along a number of others that kad 
yet a firm footing ; and thele:too rolling doun in keaps inde a quantity of 
looſe. ſtones. and rubiſh, numbers of men were wound ed and maimed; in this 
attempt. The Major himſelf was in that condition! he was wourictect by a 
ball, and had fallen {pcachleſs and ſenſeleſs ; his mer being diſcouraged; fell 
back, and recreated. ; nor was it but after ſome while, chat they thought of 
their, commander, who was then ſought out, and found under ſtone: with 
much precaution and filence they btought him down. from thence, but he 
vas already ſenſeleſs; and in a little time, he departed chin fragile world. 
The General hearing of this miſcarriage, thought proper to recall his troops, 
as he had certain intelligence, that Shudjah-ed-d68lah was advaneing; and 
after having Glonted his Junction with er he marched on in VOY of the 


5) 


enemy. E e itt 
Ix was at this time that Mirza-nedjef-qhan, ab we have mentioned 
a a man diſſatisfied, juſt arrived from the Buridel-cand, and took 
party with the Engliſh, whom he joined with his Moghiils/ And'ic was at 
this time alſo that the Engliſh commanders, ſent ſome troops under Major 
Uſtubert (Subbert), to Lucnow, wich orders to take poſſeſſion of that city, 
and to gain a knowledge of the province of Abod, as well as of the adjacent 
Parts. This officer appoited Mahmed-acher hi to che Cutraaly of hat 
city, on the recommendation of — Ale chis eee, the 


eee ; © General 
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General, with his whole army marched to Ilah abad, with Shyrab-rdy and 
Nedjef- qhan, reſolved to beſiege it's citadel. | Nedjef-qhan, who knew the 
ſtrong and weak parts of the fortrels, as having long reſided in it, pointed to 

a part where the wall had no rampart, behind; and this being ſoon brougit 
down by the battering cannon, which had _ ſeized 3 in plundering the- 

_ - Vezir's camp, Aaly-beg-qhan, the Governor, ſoon found that he had but 
little time left; and he offered to ſurrender on Shytab-ray' 5 promiſing that 

the honour and properties of the garriſon fhouid remain untouched, excepting 

only whatever ſbould prove to belong to the Vezir himſelf : and he aſſured 

the beſieged, that they would come to no harm ; whether they attached them 

ſelves to the Engliſh, or not. | Theſe conditions having been agreed-to, he- 
brought them out of the citadel; and the place was immediately taken poſ- | of Mb, 1 
ſeſſion of by the Engliſh. Aaly- beg -qhan, with his garriſon, and her alm. 
ſervants of en received a fate candutt, with which he re-- | 
paired to his maſter. | 
AfrER this conqueſt, Radja Shytäb My was 8 propoſes to regulate the con- 
tributions and government of the two provinces, with Radja Belvent's aſſiſ- : 

tance, eſpecially of that of Aood.. And as it was neceſſary to ſend rulers. 

in the moſt. diſtant diſtricts. or even in all, it became expedient to ſupport 

them by taking in the Engliſh ſervice molt of the commanders that had once 

| ſerved in Mu-caflem's troops; for inſtance Mir-roſhen-aly- qhan, Sheh- fer- 

hat- aly with his body of troops, and Sheh-ſavar- beg, the tame chat Had flay- 

cd Mr. Amyatt; and theſe were ſtationed every where for che management oſ 

the whole country. After theſe reglements had taken place,the General . hear- 
ingoftheVezir' S approach, advanced with Sbytab- rayand Mirza-nedjef- quan . 

to give. him battle: for he had already caſed his mind by ſtationing rulers ang. 
tax-gatherers 1 in the moſt convenient places, where they were properly "ROY 1 

edby he ner raiſed troops: abuſineſsi in which he wasablyafliſted by Shyrab-ray,, 

Aman who had not bis. _ in the art of ſrling and regulating © the new pro- 
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vinces ; indeed he rendered eminent ſervices in undermining à dothinion 
that lad been eſtabliſhed almoſttheſefifty years, and in overſetting a ſovereignty, 
that had become hereditary in Shudjah-ed-d68lah's family, ſo early as the times 
of Burhan-el-mulk faadet-qhan, his maternal grand-father. Burt every part of 
the new conquelts was not thoroughly pacifyed; for to keep down ſome ungrate- 
ful ſeryants, and to carry a tight hand over ſome reſtleſs Zemindars, and &; peci- 


ally over Radja Belyent-fing, proved a buſineis of much labour and difficulty. 


Wa have left the Vezir occupied in effecting a junction with Mal- 


har-räö, the famous Marhatta General. As ſoon as he had caſed his 


mind on that head, he advanced to attack the Engliſh, although the Afghans 
who had promiſed aſſiſtance on the Marhatta's effecting his junction, con- 
tented themſelves with ſpreading a report of their marching; but did not ad- 
vance one ſtep. He was only joined by Umad-el-raulk, who came to camp. 
with a ſmall number of men; but who in fact proved only a mere ſpectator: 
for he was a man equally incapable of thinking of a ſcheme, or of doing any 
execution. . But he was not alone in that caſe: not one man in that ar- 
my had a head to plan, ora hand to execute, any thing; nor did any one think of 
wiping from one another's face that air of conſternation, which their defeat 
had ſtamped thereon. For as ſoon as the two armies came to an action in the 
plains of Corra, and they had ſome ſkirmiſhes together, the Marhatta Malhar- 


130 who had never been expoſed to the fire and violence of cannon, was 


at once confounded, and appalled by ſuch a ſtorm of fire; and after having 


galloped up and down, like one defirous todo ſomething, he put ſpurs 


to his horſe, and continued his gallop without once turning about to look 


behind; he galloped on until he found himſelf in the country of Goaliar which 
was the center of his government. As for Shudjah-edd68lah himſelf, 
he became now fully ſenfible of the faithleſſneſs of his people, and of the ge- 
neral diſcouragement that had ſpread amongſt them 3 and as he did not ſpy 

FD the- 


MU r A 2 H E R 1 W 


che face of werb in the glaſs of hope, he retreated from the field ol battle. 


It i is obſerveable that whilſt the Engliſh were moving from [lak-abad i in order 
to attack the Vezir's ay, they had been ſurrounded by bodies of Marhatta | 


eavalry,” who farbful to their own wonted cuſtom, encircled them at one 
time, and gave them ſome inquietude, by ſcouring al plundering the whole 
country round them. At another time they had very nearly ſeized Shytàb- iy 
who with a handful of men, chanced to be hemmed in by them: he was very 
near being killed. But the man, without being diſmayed by the extreme inferio- 
rity of his numbers, encouraged bravely his people, and having brandiſhed 
his ſpear in the field of braves, he maintained his honour, until he was reſ- 
cued from imminent danger by ſome Engliſh troops that haſtened to his 


aſſiſtance. The truth is, that this man was endowed with many valuable 


qualities ; ; and it may be faid, that at this particular period of time, he 


ſeemed ſuperior in merit to all the eminent men of Hiadoſtan. Butwe hope 


oon, if ic pleaſes God, to give an account of moſt of his good qualities; and 


this ſhall be, when we come to give a detail of his way of life, of his ſyſtem of 


government in the province of Azim-abad, and of his ſtyle of command. 


As to Aly-hibrahim-qhan, who at the deſire of Beni-bahadyr's, had left 


Ilahabad in order to join him in the Vezir's army; that nobleman no ſooner 


heard of this ſecond defeat, than he came back, and remained ſecretly in that 


city for a length of time; until the Vezir had made his peace with the Engliſh, 


and the troubles of the country had ſubfided ; then only that worthy good | 


man, that Pattern of fidelity and righteouſneſs, thought proper to quit that 
corner of filence and obſcurity, in order to repair to MSrſh8dabad ; but we | 


ſhall 1 in time make further mention of him, if it pleaſes God, whenever: we 


come to ſpeak of Mahmed. reza-qhan : for at preſent our buſineſs is with 


Shudjah-edd68lah. 


TRA Prince after his ſecond defeat, repaired to Ferdh-abad, where be 


complained . bitterly of the defection and general inattention of tlie Afghan 
| | | nation. 
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and covered himſelf with ſome pretence : every one had a word for himſelff. 


had too much frank neſs to keep a veil upon the real ſtate of things es vou, 


A. honor and life; or elſe, if you find ſuch a buſineſs difficult, and your 
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nation. On this NE WY every. one of their rulers brought forth fome exculs- 


but as it was not from the heart, it made no «impreſſion upon the Veit. 


However Ahmed -qhan-bangaſh, ſon to the famous Mohammed. qhan. -gha- 
zem-fer-djung,afted with more fincerity and candor: it is true he hated heartily A 


"i 


Shudjah- .eddo8lah, but he was too noble · minded to conceal his opinion, and 


« ſaid he, that expect to obtain victory with the aſſiſtance of theſe Afghans, 
and ſome other rangers, are much miſtaken i in your reckoning. I give. 
you notice that not one of them will prove of any uſe to you; nor will” | 
«© that expectation of your s produce any thing, but a further opportunity of 4 
« (pending amongſt your enemies, as well as amongſt your own troops, ſome 
e bandfulls more. of that little money that may remain to you from your for- 
«© mer treaſures : for reſt aſſured that after all, you ſhall remain ſtill in. 
«. the ſtate in whack. you are. to day; nor will theſe very by-ſtanders, . 
that now hear us, anſwer any purpoſe at all, but that of ſtanding mere 
* fſpectators of victory, and of making 1 it a ſubject of mirth and ſport a- 
«© mongſt themſelves. As to my own part, L have nothing at your ſervice, 
98 but my advice; and it is this: either come directly to a new battle, or ſub- 
* mit to à peace. Content yourſelf then with the troops on whoſe attachment 

you can depend, and without waiting vainly for any one's aſſiſtance, do 
* raſh 1mpetuouſly apon your enemy, and lay your account with obtaining 
e the victory, or periſhing, in the attempt : and then, if you ſurvive that ac-- 


c tion, you ſhall be found to have been playing at dice with your own. 


« heart bids nothing for i it, then without any one 8 mediation, gap; and 
ego alone, and only wich your perſon, to the Engliſh camp. Nor do 
« think ill of ſuch a ſtep: from what I ſee and hear of thoſe ſtrangers, they 
« ſcem always to act according to the dictates of generoſity and ſound ſenſe; 
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cc gor is it probable that they ſhall hire the dice of coy with 500 or 
«© bring you into any diſgrace or danger; on the contrary, I ſhall be egre- 
46 gioufly miſtaken, if out of regard to your name and out of reſ pect to the 


r renown of your family, they ſhall not ſet open the door of friendſhip, 


© and ſhew you ſo much regard and OO" as ſhall not _ to ſatisfy 


40 you inticely.” 
Wai TLsr theſe events were Utz place at Feroh-abad, the e King and the 


Englith commanders were making another effort upon the minds of to the 


gartifon of Chennar: they remonſtrated to them how little they could rely 


on Shudjah- edd83lah's fncceſes or victories, and how improvided they were 


againſt a ſiege: and at lat they prevailed upon them to ſurrender the for- 
wreſs; when part of them took ſervice with the victors, and part went to 
Shudjah-edd6$lah, their maſter. But this new reverſe having greatly affected 
that prince, who by this time had fully perpended the Rohilah prince's advice, 
he height it both advantageous, and honorable to take ſuch a ſtep: With a 
ſmall number of his favorites, he got into his paleky, and took to the road 
that led to the Engliſh army, having with him no more than a dozen of 
horſemen : and he was already at hand, when intelligence was brought to the 
general, that the Vezir of Hindoſtan was approaching in that manner. That 


commander ſtood amazed, and at firſt was at a loſs how to diſtinguiſh 


truth from falſehood : but the matter having been aſcertained bey ond e 


he ſent forward Radjah Shytäbräy, and himſelf followed on foot in areſ- 


peRtful manner with all his officers. 


ing on foot, alighted from his paleky and embraced him; and he then re- 


ceived the ſeveral Nezers, which he as well as all his officers, 5 Feige, The 


general continued on foot all this wie with them, and-in that manner they 


ſurrounded the Vezir in his paleky, and conducted him to a tent, that had 
been orb leg for the purpole, ann where he was deſired to alight: there the 


gen eral 


any ſafe con- 
duct, goes al- 


The Vezir on ſeeing the general advanc- camp, where he 
is received in a 
reſpeAful man- 
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general ſaw him partake of ati entertainment (rt 68) prepared for the occaſion; 
and he continued to treat him with ſo endearing an attention, that he ſeemed he 
had made it a dein never to abate any thing either in himſelf on in his of- 
| ficers from the utmoſt reſpect ſuewn at firſt: the whole of his behaviour be- 
ing one continual ſcene of civility and deference. Shudjah-edd68lah after 
having partaken of the entertainment, went to take a nap; and after ſome 
reſt, he got up perfectly: ſatisfied, and returned to a ſpot two or three calls 
diſtant, where he had pitched: his own tents, and where his retinue, which did 
not amount to above ſour hundred men in all, was waiting for him. There 
he remained three or four days, in which time he made uſe of Shytab-ray's 
mediation to conclude a peace with the Engliſh: and now being ſatisfied and 
eaſy in his mind, he availed himſelf of the modeſt looks of the Engliſh, to 
ſend for his whole retinue, and to keep it about his perſon; having ſo far di- 
veſted himſelf of all ſuſpicions, as not only to interchange meſſages and me- 
ſſengers very often with che general, but even to be,defirous of his company: 
In ſo much that it became common to ſee thoſe two eminent adverſaries of- 
ten in each other's lodgings, without any ceremony at all. Shytäàb-rày 
during this intercourſe, was advancing in bis negociation „ where he waz 


aiming at the mutual ſatisfaction of both parties. But ſuch was his gratitude 


for the kindneſſes ſhewn him by the Vezir, when once he had found it neceſſary 


. ſeek an Aſylum in his miniſter's houſe, that he evidently inclined to Shudj- 


döglah con- 4 : : , ; * - 
cludes a Peace Al-eddo8hb'sfidez and it was perceived that he was endeavouring to oblige him 
with the En- 


F | zlüh. and to promote his intereſt to the utmoſt of his-wiſhes : a conduct which ac- 
| quired him the eſteem and applauſe of both friends and foes. The negocia- 


tion having taken up but a few days, peace was concluded under the following 


7 
— — 


conditions: that to diſcharge the expences of the war, Shudjah-ed-d68lah 


K 
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(468) Net only the Gent ocs or Hindoos abſtain ſcrupuouſiy from any victuals touched by an European or in- 
deed by any one, but thoſe of their own tribe; but the Muſſulmen themſelves, although by no mezns. under 
ſuch a prohibitien, retain that cuſtom: and. indeed well they miay : for they are themſelves nothing but Gentoo» 


converts. As tothe Muſſu men of other countrics, (except the Perf) for inſtance the Turks aud Arabes, 
ey have no idea of ſuch à repugnance. . 


—— — m — — — — 
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would : 
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e would pay ike lacks of rupees to'the Engliſh in che following manner: 
ce twenty. five lacs contant, and twenty five lacs by aſſignments upon the future 
4 revenues ol his country; under condition however, that any contributions 


cc which the Engliſh might have already raiſed in them, ſhould be deemed 


tc part for the ſole uſe of the Emperor; and chat the city and fortreſs of that 
mme ſhould be aſſigned for his reſidence. It was ſtipolated likewiſe that 
ce Nedjef-qhan, who had attached himſelf to the Emperor and to the En- 
« gliſh, ſhould have a yearly penſion of one lac, to be deducted out of the 
« Imperial revenue due by Bengal: that a body of Engliſh troops ſhould 
10 remain at Ilah· abad to guard the Emperor s perſon ; and that an Engliſh» 
© man on the part of the Engliſh nation, ſhould reſide at Shudjah-eddd$lah's 
* court, in the quality of Vekil or agent, and Mian-dji or go-between, but 
«without power to meddle with that prince's affairs; that after the conclu- 
* -fion of this treaty, the friends and enemies of one party ſhould be deemed 


6 che friends and enemies of the other: and of courſe that if an enemy ſhould 


but under condition that whoever of the two contractants called for troops to 
his aſſiſtance 55 the other party, ſhould pay their charges: to their own- 
4 er. To all thefe articles was added another; and it yas this: that the Radja 
Belvant-ſing, Zemindas of Banaces, who by his ſiding with the Emperor 
and with the Engliſh, had been found fault with by - Shudjah-eddo8lah, 
ſhould be pardoned and forgiven; but under. condition of his remaining 
I tection of the Engliſh”. The above articles having been ſet to writing by both 


ſides, and aſcertained by their ſignatures and ſeals, as well as by thoſe of their 


now to Shudjah-edd68lah not one reaſon for ſtaying, ave that of f paying, 
quickly the r promuled. . 


cc parts of the aſſigned ſums: That the province of Ulah-abad ſhould be ſet a- 


declare againſt one party, the other ſhould be bound to give him aſſiſtanceʒ | 


A ſubject to Shudjah-eddoslah, although without ceaſing to be under the pro- 


principal officers, they were confirmed and exchanged; and there remained 


Tuar 


377: 


* ” — — — 
— 


574 * 1 HE N 


| ; ASS 
ITRAT ullcde now chroma all his thoughts ; and he propoſed to 1 very 
one of his fayorites and ſervants to allt him with a cettain ſum of money, 


according to their reſpective abilities : in this deſign he wrote to His mother, | 
* to his conſort, to the brothers of that conſort, and to every one of his relations 

udJan-ede | 

dòlah applies to 


N Io "of EFT friends, requeſting their aſſiſtance, and informing chem thit his releaſe from 


his relations - for 


2 his preſent engagements depended intirely upon the reception and payment of 


even his own 


mother. the Aipulated: money. This was the meſſage he ſent in general : but the letters 
s themſelves were couched i in ſuch terms, as gave ſome 1 intimation of the particular 
ſum which he hoped from every « one ; andi in reality,! it was no more than what 
every one ofthem could ſpare with a deal of caſe. But if this was his expeRtation,he 
found himſelf much miſtaken : His very beſt ſervants proved much fonder 
of their money, than of their maſter's concerns; and every one liſtening only tothe 
dicctates of avarice, proffered only one half, or one third, orcnefourthof what was 
ſo reaſonably expected; nor were the many letters received on that occaſion, 
- penned in any other ſtrain, whether from his mother, from bis brothers-in-law, 
or from his ſlaves: thoſe men that had made their fortunes in his houſe, and 
were moſt indebted to him for their well being. But this was not the caſe 

with his conſort: that princeſs, not only ſent him without heſitation whate- 
ver money or Jewels, gold or ſilver furniture were in her poſſeſſion; but ſhe 
added to that offering whatever elſe ſhe could obrain from the ladies of the 
Seraglio, without ſparing the very ring of her noſe with it's pearls (169). 
Not that ſhe was not ſtrongly diſſuaded by her people from ſo much ſelf-denial, 


but ſhe would anſwer their remonſtrances by theſe very words : that whatever 


« ſhe was poſſeſſed of was of uſe to her Ny {0 long as Shoe ead68lal 


—— Ac. 


— 


— 


| (169) This ring called Nutt, and the only part of the Indian finery which Europeans cannot bring themſelves 

l | to like, is always the diſtinctive ornament of the miſtreſs of the houſe: it is trat which the bride-groom ne- 
ver fails to ſend to his bride; and the article on which fall moſt debates at that time. Not that but other la- 
dies of the Seraglio wear it equally; but it is always reputed by the conſent of the miſtreſs of the. houſe, unleſs 

they be conſorts them ſelves. This ring which is of gold may be half a line in thickneſs, upon a-circumference 

of about four inches; and it is paſſed thiough-the left cartilage of the noſtrils. At the lower part of the metal 

are two round pearls of value, divided only by a ruby ſomewhat flattened. The miſtreſs of the houſe wears 


1 | this ring only when ſhe pleaſes: it is a diſtinction as well as the bocca, or Indian ſmoaking pipe; but the 
- | Laſt is never allowed, unleſs ſhe has been once pregnant. 


- 


6 was 


. 


— 
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c thoſe precious things would alſo ceaſe to be of uſe to herſelf ; nor did ſhe 
© wiſh to uſe them on any other condition.” It was only a woman that ſpoke 
ſo; but her ſentitents would have done honor to ux man upon earth: and 
may ſo much generoſity, and ſo much gratitudel may ſo reſpectful a remem- 
brance of fociety of table and bed be ever rewarded withthe bleffing of heaven. 


Doubtlefsit is of ſuch noble ae eee the To rs he faid*: 


A pious, obedient and dutyful eaten, Nat 100 
„% Will make a King of a poor man.” 


ceived ſo high an opinion c of her hdelicy,that, he made it a practice to commit 


from neceſſary expences. 


« What man muſt he be, that ſhould prove inferior to a woman 7 


pawer, ballanced bis account with. the Engliſh commanders, by pawning in 
their hands an immenſe ſum in jewels of high value, which were valued a 
part one by one: a delicate buſineſs in which he was much aſſiſted by Shytab-ray. 
After this he ſeat for his confort and family from Haſyz-rabmets's country; 
and having given the fortreſs of Chennar in exchange for that of Ilah- abad, 
which had been aſſigned for the Emperor's reſidence; and placed with that 
prince a perſon. of conſequence to execute in his abſence the office of Ve- 


zir, and another to perform the duty of Mir-ateſhy (170) (which two of- 


fices were hereditary in his family) he departed, and took the ſhorteſt road 


his maternal anceſtor, Saadet-qhan. And although he travelled with expedi- 


— 


— 


— —— 


(170) That office by giving the command of the guards of the citadel and palace, en 8 confers. the dit 
poſal of the Emperor's perſon... 


cc was ſafe; and that if he ſhould ceaſe to be ſo, all thoſe Jewels and all 


Shudjab- eddöglah after fuch an experiment of his conſact s attachment, con- 


to her care whitever money came to his hand in preſeats, or ya be ſpared 


In ſhort, the Vezir after having payed down ſuch a ſum as was in his 


to Fàizabad: a city that had been finiſhed by himſelf, but commenced by 


ton, nevertheleſs he availed humſelfof his journey throughout that whole tract to 


putthe country under a prop.r management; and there v we ſhall leave him, until“ 
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we rcfame his hiſtory, by bringing it as far down as the reign-of- out preſent 
x Emperor, Shah-aalem: then with god's bleſſing, we ſhall cloſe our narrative 
| of Mir- caſſem s adventures, in the curſory account which, we are to give of 


the Emperors, Sovereigus, and eminent men who have appeared i in Hindoſ- 


_ > I — 
- —— —d — 


tan within that period. Theſe matters we reſerve for our ſubſequent volume; 
| and this ſhall be. over-and above what we ſhall have to ſay of Bengal and 
| Bahar, and of the boundaries which the new conquere:s have given to thoſe 
two provinces. At preſent our intention is to reſtrain. ourſelves to ſuch events 
| only as concern more particularly the Engliſh government in thoſe parts: 
| and we ſhall attempt to give an idea of the revenue regulations, and of the 
| inffit tutions which they have eſtabliſhed themſelves; or WHICY having becn 


introduced by the Viceroys or rulers of their own appointing, have fince 


paſſed into a cuſtom and become a law. 


* 
Exp or THE ELEVENTH SECTION, EIN THE THIRD OF THE SECOND: VOLUME. 
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OF THE SECTION XII. 


Sabut- djung, now Lord Clive, is coming to Bengal with an abſolute outbority 
Nedjm-ed-di8lah, alias Mir-pahlory ſucceeds to'his father Mzir-djaafer-qhan. 
Nandecomar, his prime miniſter, is diſmiſſed by Lord Clive, who introduces 
Makmed-reza-qhan in his lead, and acts every where as a deſpote. A. al- 
tacks Fohnſlone and Middleton's conduct, and is vigorouſly repulſdd =Bil- 
lers, chief of Azimabad, freightened by Lerd Clive, kills himſelf. —DoFor 
Fullerton diſmiſſed the ſervice—Some account of Mirza-cazem- qhan,— Lord 

Clive goes to Hal abad, where he obiges the Emperor to inveſt the Engliſh 


Company with the Divani or Divan: ſiup of the three province. —Inſolence of 


Colonel Uſmut (Richard Smith).—Lord Clive returns. —Changes and pro- 
Matious throughout Bengal:—Lenity and generoſity of the Engliſh towards 
the Land- holders , Bengal.— The young Navvab dies ſuddenly and unac- 
countabiy.— He is ſucceeded by his brother Seif-ed do8/ah, alias Mir-candya, who 
al ſo dies ſuddenly. Death of the author's ; father, the Vezir Hedaitt-ally-qhan, 
Shitdb-riy, Vicerey of Azimabad. Diſcovers ſtrange miſmanagements in Durdi- 
nudrdin's adminiſtration.— Lord Clive makes a ſecond journey to Azimabad, and 
ſecures Radja Belvent-ſing's fituation by a treaty. He returns to England, fully 


bent on inapeaching governor Vanſittart,—M. Veris (Verelft), ſucceeds to tie | 
government of Bengal. Neu regulations with reſper3 to finances, police and 


Juſtice.— amine and mortality all over Bengal. —Mubarec-ed- do8lah, third ſon 


* 232 — 


Mir. diaafer, nominal Nazem of Bengal. Intrigues at his court — Oblique 
hints againſt Malnmed-reza-qhan—4 ſtrange way 2 Pributing Juſtice. — 
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Severe in A againſt M ahmed-reza-ghan,—Strange charatter of Rok. 
eddiu-hoſſein- qhan, governor of P8raniah.— The Council reſolves to inveſtigate 
the finances to he bottom. —Bengal divided in fix diſtricts. —Charges exhi. 
bited in England againſt Vanſittart by Lord Clive.— Vigorouſly repelled by 
Vanxſit- tart.— Nis is ſent back with Bonor to Bengal.— II eſter-huſhtin-baha- 

| dyr arrives in Calcutta, where he ſpends nanety days and ninety nights in peru- 
fig records. — Mabmed-reza-qhan arreſted. —Shitah-ray arreſted.— The Na- 
zem of Bengals allowance reduced from twenty-four to fixteen lacs a year,— 
Shitab. ray honourably acquited, and ' ſent back to reſume bis office. —Dies of a 
broken heart.—Brilliant character of his. — Horrible famine at Azimabed, 


and generoſity of Shitab-ray's in that trying occaſion. — Curious anecdotes 
about Shitab-ray,—Dies a Muſulman in has heart. —Mahmed-reza-qban 
releaſed from his confunement. Arrival of general Clavering and Colonel 
Monſon and M. Francis. | 


n * 
ol * 
. 
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HE diary of Mir-djafer-qhan's government and life had been al_ 
ready cloſed by the hand of deſtiny, when intelligence arrived in 
Bengal, that the renowned Lord Clive, that man ſo much tryed in war, 


was coming from the country of England with an abſolute authority over 


Sabut-djung, the provinces of Bengal and Azimabad. As ſuch an intelligence had 


now Lord Clive 
c 
1 . nothing pleaſing for governor Vanſittart, and he did not think his pre 


6 convenable in Calcutta at fuch a time, he ſet out for England ſome 
time before that nobleman could arrive, and left the remaining gentle- 

men of the council to regulate and ſettle, as ſovereigns, ſuch buſineſs as 
concerned the government ; and theſe determined that Nedjm-ed-d68lah, 


Nedjm-ed- heretofore known under the name of Mir-pahlory * eldeſt fon to Mir- 


dog lah alias 6 7 "OY | 2 5 . 
dir-ooklory- - djafer-qhan by Munny-begum, ſhould ſucceed to. his father in the power 
ſucceeds to his +I | . „„ ü 8 
father Mir-dja- RN oo Alas Ex Faves | e ſo 
fer-qhan, . 


1 


hd 


_— 


— — 
— 


i. This "nick-name was given him by his mother, ah in all the ſtages of her pregnancy 
found herſelf longing after Pablories, certain balls of pulſe fried in ſeſame-oil, an and ſold 


about the ſtreets, His title of * may 1270 the ſtar of the Empire 
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of looſing and binding every buſineſs of government and ſovereignty 
with the advice of the gentleman of the council. When this matter came 
to be ſettled at Calcutta, Mr. Middleton chief of Moorſhoodabad, and 
Mr. Djonſon (Johnſtone) chief at Bardevan, went to the palace, and 
ordered Nedjm-ed-d68lah to take his ſeat on the meſned of ſovereign- 
ty; a fayour for which this prince ſhewed his gratitude by reſpectſully 
preſenting them with ſuch a ſum of money as had been agreed upon. 


And for ſome time he afted as obſolute governor, having Nand-comar for 


_— 
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his Divan: a miniſter who became the center of all the private and pub- 


lic buſineſs of his maſter's in Bengal. Mir-mahmed-cazem- qhan, bro- 


TS 


ther to Mir-djafer-qhan, was appoſfited governor of the province of 
Azimabad on the part of his nephew: and Radja Durdj-Narain, brother 


to Ram-naraiu was named his Divan or prime miniſter. Shitab-ray ſeem- 


r 


* 1 . 3 
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ed to have been forgotton in this arrangement : he enjoyed already the 
office of Divan of the Bahar, on the part.of the Emperor; and he had 
ſuch cohnefiions with all the Engliſh, and ſpecially with General Car- 
nac, the commander in chief, that Shujda-ed-d68lah thought proper to 
take advice from the times, and to make him a preſent of a diſtri about 
Azim-gur and Djohonpoor, called Mahoo, which produced more than 
one lac of rupees a year; and this he gave him as a free-hold or Djaghir. 
Some little time paſſed in this manner, when Nand-comar with whom 
Henry Vanſittart had been much diſſatisfied, was ſent for to Calcutta 
by the gentlemen: of the council, but not diſmiſſed from his office: where 


his dependants continued to exerciſe full authority in his name. This 
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| governor had ſet down in writing this man's miſdemeanors and bad 
qualities; and he had got thoſe ſheets bound in the form of a book which 
he left in the hands of his brother George Vanſittart Hooſhiar-djung, 
with orders to produce it in council, and to read it compleately, when- 
ever Lord Clive ſhould come, and take his ſeat. The concil ſtruck with 
the contents, of that memoir, forbade Nand-comar from ſtirring out of 
the city of Calcutta; but did not chuſe to diſmiſs him from his office 
5 | | becauſe, 
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Nand-comar 
prime-miniſter 
to the young 
prince, is diſ- 


miſſed his office 


by Lord Clive, 


Mahmed-reza- 


qhan is intro- 
duced at the 
young Prince's 
courts 


. 


THE SEIR MUTAQUERIN; OR; 


becauſe that miniſter or time after the revolution that had overſet: 
Seradj-ed-d081th. to ſet Mir-djafer-qhan ih bis Read, had ſeryed Lord 
Clive as his Moonſhy or Secretary; and alſo as his Divan or Miniſter, 
at a time when that Lord was yet only Colonel Clive; and likewiſe: 
becauſe this Divan had from thence conceived mighty hopes that his- 
power and influence would receive a great acceſſion on that nobleman's ar- 
rival in Bengal. Matters remained on that footinguntill Lord Clive arrived 
himſelf ; when George Vanſittart producing in full council the book writs 
ten by his brother, read it to that nobleman, word by word; and although: 
the new Viceroy had intentions to. oblige Nand-<comar, yet ſuch was the 
impreſſion made upon” him by the light thrown on that miniſter's miſ- 
demeanors and character, that he altered his opinion of him at once, 


and diſmiſſed him from his office, with injuctions not to ſtir out of the 
city amd precinẽts of Calcutta. 


Nand-comar's downfal made room for Mahmed-reza-ghan, fon to the 
Phyſician Haddy-qhan-akuly of Shiraz *, a man who upon Mir-djafer- 
qhan's ſecond acceſſion to the Meſned, had been made deputy-governor 
of the proviuce of Daeca. This man came at once upon the ſtage of 
the world, in order to become by the mere force of his deſtiny the 
favourite object of boundleſs favours and endleſs graces from Lord Clive. 
He was recommended to the deputy- ſhip of Nadjm-ed-doYlah's by that 
nobleman, who heaped henours and favours upon him, and gave him 


an abſolute. authority over his maſter in whatever concerned the go- 


vernment: an office which made bim the center of all buſineſs public 


and private. At the ſame time he procured for him the titles of 
Mahmed-reza-qhan the valiant, ever victoriousin war ; and little by little 
| | hs 
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* Shiraz, a eity in Perſia, the fourth in GER in that- Empire, and the . of Pars, the 
Perſis of the Greeks. 
+ Mahmed-reza· han, Bahadyr-Muzafer-djung a 
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He obtained for him the further titles of the eminent of the ſtate * the 
foremoſt -of the kingdom, and of lord of lords: to theſe was added 
the privilege of riding in a Naleky ft, which in Hindoſtan is a diſtinc- 
tion reſerved to ſovereigns. It muſt be obſerved that when the intel- 
ligence arrived in England of the revolution effected in favour of Mir- | 
caſſem-qhan, and of the troubles that had been the conſequences of it, 
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the people of that country conceived ſuch fears for the. Company's ſafe 


— * 
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ty, and fancied their affairs to be ſo teeming with mighty difficul- 
ties, that they thought no one equal to the taſk. of re-eſtabliſhing. 
the Company's affairs, and quieting the country, but Lord Clive him 


ſelf. And as ſuch a commiſſion was in their opinion an object of migh- 
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ty importance and difficulty, they thought it incumbent upon themſelves 
to make ſome amends to that commander, by promoting him at once 


- 
5 
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from the ſtation of fimple Colonel, to the dignity and title of Lord, 


which in England and London anfwers to the dignity of Omrah in 


. 


— 


— 2 


Hindoſtan: he was furniſhed at the ſame time with ſuch ample powers, 


and ſuch an extenſive authority, that no governor to this very day hag Lord Clive act. 


every where as 


7 1 — bſo! — 
ever been inveſted. with ſo unbounded an influence, unleſs it be the In. 4 


+ — * — 
N cf 


vaillant Navvab Mr. Huſtin, who is the prop of the ſtate and the da- 
ring in war and in battles, .and who by ſurpaſſing even Lord Clive him- 
ſelf in dignity and importance, can have no equal or companion either 
in Hindoſtan or in Europe, and really deſerves all that elevation. Lord 
Clive in taking the [ſteps he had taken, or indeed in any buſineſs what- 
ever, was not bound to deliberate with a council: Looking upon no- 
man to be his equal, he made no account of any one, whether Hindian 
or Engliſh; and to give a ſpecimen of his power, he firſt of all im- 

| formed 
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* Muaicn-ed-di8/ah, Mubariz-el-mulc, 2han-qhanan. | 

+ The Naleki is the ſhell of a Palenkin, wit hon tent or covering: It is properly ſpeak- 
ing the ſedan of the Palenkin ; for this laſt is to all intents and purpoſes a kind of bed hang- 
ing at the fore and after Ao from a bamboo that riſes archewiſe over it, and ſupports the 


tent or canopy : but the Naleki has neither the arching nor the tent; and inſicad of hanging. 


from one bamboo, it is ſet upon two ſtreight ones, as an European chair, which two bambous.. 
that-reſt upon the ſhoulders of eight men, 5 
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dleton's COL®s 
duct. 


had received from Nedjm-ed-d68lah's father, at the time he had placed 


ention to the rights of friendſhip and love, or in knowledge and keen- 


formed Djanſon and Middleton, that they had done properly in placing 


© ready to ſubmit to ſuch a meaſure, and to refund the two ſmali ſums 
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Nedjm-ed-do8lah in his father's ſtation ; but that they had aQted very im- 
properly and very unjuſtly, in taking money from him: he added that 
ſuch a ſum muſt be accounted for by charging it to the Company's credit. 
To this requiſion, the two gentlemen anſwered firſt of all by ſending in 
their reſignation, and then by declaring openly “ that fo long as they 
* were in .the Company's ſervice, they were bound to obey his com- ; 
e mands; but now that they had reſigned it, they had no further orders 
« to receive from him: and that, if he had any thing to ſay to them, he 
“ mult ſay it in the Royal Court of Juſtice; that, as to his injunc— 


4 tions for refunding the money they had received, they would be 


* they had received from Nedjm-ed-do8lah, whenever himſelf ſhould 


ec think it proper to pay into the ſame treaſury the enormous ſums he 


© him on Seraj-ed-d68lah's meſned.” Lord Clive on hearing ſo reſolute 
and ſo undiſguifed an anſwer, and on finding that they had reſigned the 
ſervice, did not dare to enter into any diſcuſſion with them, and he 
remained filent. Djanſon himſelf went home ; but Middleton who had 
been long in Hindia, addicted himſelf to a mercantile life; and after 
ſome time he found means to be readmitted in the ſervice, where he 
came chief of Moorſhoodabad, when his laſt moment arriving, he died 
at Painty, a ſpot near Shah-abad, midway betwixt Azimabad and Moor- 
ſhoodabad : he was entombed on that very hill of Painty, where his mo- 
nument 1s ſeen from afar. In his nation he bears a celebrity for good- 
neſs of heart and much benevolence: but ſuppoſing that he was a man 
of much goodneſs, nevertheleſs there was no. comparing him in genius 
and many other good qualities to Doctor William Fullerton; nor in 
bravery and military abilities, as well as firmneſs in friendſhip and ſtea- 


dyneſs of temper to Colonel Godard; nor in wiſdom of conduR, at- 


nies 
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neſs in the intricacies of buſineſs and government, to George Vanſittart ; 


nor in goodneſs and in civility and many other qualifications to Mr. Aayoun- 


1 Law and Mr. Thomas Law, who was younger brother to Mr. Ayoon- 


Law, an 


and equal to his elder brother, in merit “. Nor was Baaloo Sahab in- 


ferior to them; But Tamſan Sahab was incomparable in many valuable 
qualifications ; and ſo were Mr. Anderſon and Mr. Elliott, two young men 


who had no equal in the very perfection of wiſdam, civility, and kind- 


neſs, and in the whole aſſemblage of whatever could conciliate reſpett 
or love to a character. 


It is even reported of Mr. Anderſon's younger 


brother, that he is equal to his elder brother, and i in ſome ſciences, ſuch 


as the mathematies, his ſuperior. . 


Few men equal to theſe have been 


Te” * 


ſeen in that nation; 


for although ſome other Engliſh. charaQters are 
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ſpoken of with encomiums, yet as I never had any buſineſs or connec- 


tions with them, I have not ſufficient knowledge to write of them. 
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It was about this time that Mr. Billers ſucceded in right of ſeniority 
to the chief-ſhip of Azimabad : he was a man of little underſtanding, an 


on that account much inclined to ſubmit to the guidance of Mr. Middle- 
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ton and Mr. Djonſon, On his being appointed, he went from the gar- 
den of Bauky- poor, the then reſidence of every Engliſh ruler, and having 


traverſed the city in great pomp and ſtate, he proceeded to the caſtle 


where he ordered Mir-cazem-qhan to take his ſeat on the muſned of go- 


Billers, chief of 
Axlmabad, kills 


e 


.. 


Jy 
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vernment as Viceroy of the province of Bahar. This inſtallation produced 


him a ſum. of money; but as at the ſame time he liſtened implicitely to 


the dictates ond inſtigations of ſome gentoos, as ſenſeleſs as himſelf, he 


rendered himſelf guilty of ſome i improper actions, which rendered him diſ- 


trafted when he came to hear of Lord Clive's arrival, and of his great power 
and ſeverity: 


He was ſeiſed with conſternation on his paſt conduct, and 


* All theſe names AS been at firſt wed wrong, and then miſpelt, and at laſt ill written 
and that too without vowels, there is no making any thing of them, | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Some account this time a certain perſon called Mirza-cazem- qhan, a Perſian born, ho 


zem - qhan· by marrying in the family of Haſſen reza- qhan, grand ſon to Hadſi- 
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killed himſelf with his own ſword ; he was buried | in that very * 3 of 
Ban- Podt where he has remained ever ſince, a ftanding ſtock for the 


refleions of his on ene 


* 


Fg 
Ft 


Bur it was General Carnac who enjoyed now the full ſun-ſhine of 
favor: he had theſe many years prey the friendſhip and confidence 
of Lord Clive's; and he became now the principal manager of his 
politics and governement, as wellas the center of all buſineſs public and 


Delia Tellers private, He had been heretofore a warm friend of Dottor Fullerton” $; but 


from the f. 
„ie having become his ſworne enemi, he had put ſome matters into Lord Clive's 


mind, that made him diſmiſs the Doctor from the ſervice. This gentleman 

after taking an affectionnat leave of his friends by whom he was exeding- 

b ly Tegretted, ſet out for his country,from which he promiſed to come back 
again,on his being able to obtain certain conditions and ſtipulations for him- 

ſelf. It appears that his intention did not tally with the decrees of provi- 
dence; for he has not yet appeared; although there 1s intelligence of his 

* being alive and in health. Wherever he may be, God en * 


him in peace of mind. 5 


Lord Clive's firſt care aſter his arrival in Calcutta, was to take cogni- 
ſance of ſome preſſing buſineſs, and to ſettle ſome important regulati- 
ons: after thoſe arrangements, he reſolved to repair to Ilah- abad in order 
| t carry certain points which. he had ſettled in his mind; and the Vezir 
himſelf on that nobleman s invitation and that of General Carnac' 85 
quitted Faiz-abad, his capital, and took the road to Ilah-abad ; being 
much encoraged thereto by the infinuations of Shitab-ray's, who was the 


harbinger of peace between the different parties. There appeared- at 
of Mirza- ca- 


Ahmed, had acquired many friends, \ and in time had deen promoted to 
the 
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the hated af tlie diſtrict of Sarſeram and Chain - poor through the 


in Decan; he now remembered his acquaintance, n:ade him an obje@ of 


as he could not bear to ſee Shytabray's extenſive influence, and his parti- 
cipation in every ſecret of State, he recommended the new favorite as 
an able negotiator: his intention being to ſupplant Shitab-ray in the future 
negotiation. with the king and the Veair: this matter had even been 
ſettled with Lord Clive, without the general's knowledge“ And it | 
this yew that the Mirza had accompanied that Lord in his. Joey Am- 
doſtan. But that nobleman who on his arrival at Azim- abet had mati- 


rely examinned Mir-cazem-qhanythe actual governor, and Durdj- -Narain his 
deputy, as well as Shytabriy ; and had weighed their ſeveral degrees of merit 


take his reſolution in favor of the latter, whom he deſired to accompany 
him in his journey: his intention being to make uſe of him as an agent 
and a go-between in the enſuing negotiation. As to the actual governor 
Mir-Cazem- -qhan, he found him to be a man ſimple and plain, but unfit for ſo 
weighty an office as the governement of Azim-abad : he even ſeemed to 
Liſten to the propoſals of Durdj-narain's, who aQuated by avarice and 
covetouſneſs, wanted to be the ſole diſpoſer of all the affairs of governement 
| 10 the excluſion of his benefaQor. This Gentoo: unmindful of all the obli- 
gations he owed. both to the above nobleman, and to his elder brother 
| Mir-djafer-q han, thought only of advancing his own affairs under pre- 


tence of promoting his maſter's iatereſt; and be went fo far as to Jay 


claim to the adminiſtration of the province in his own and fole name. 
Lord Clive. who did not thiuk the hurry of a 3 a flit time for 
di- 


intereſt of Aly-hibrahimiqhan. As Lord Clive had once known him when | 


boundleſs favorsand high preferement, preſented him with one lac of Rupees: | 
contant, and admitted him ſo far amoiig{thIhaibtites that to all appearace 
it is to his inteteſt and management that Mabntechrtza qhan owes his eleva- 
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tion to the ſummit of power. The latter wanted to return the obligation; and 
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Lord Clive goes 
to Ilah-abad and 


obliges the Em- 


peror to inveſt 


the Engliſh 


Company with 
the office of Di- 
van of Bengal, 


' Bahar, aud Oo. 
reſſa. 


had in his mind, and aſked that the company ſhould be inveſted with 
the Divan-ſhip of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahar and Ooreſſa, 


Emperor. As both the Emperor and the Vezir were already in their minds 


a articles in which they were greatly over matched, ) they were obliged to 
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dimiſſions and appointements, left the matter undecided ; and taking 
Shitab-ray with him, he journeyed to Ilah- abad, where he had the honor 
to pay his reſpetts to the Emperor: after which he viſited the Vezir ; 
and having exchanged with him ſome ſumptuous entertainments and 


ſeveral curious and magnificent - preſents, he explained the proje& he 


of which office he requeſted the proper patents from the Vezir and the 


ſubdued by the ſuperior courage and proweſs of the Engliſh, as' well ag 


over awed by the ſtrength of mind and penetration of Lord Clive's (two 


grant. the requeſt, although reluctantly. Having therefore ordered the 
Seneds or Patents to be drawn-up in the manner that had been deſired, 
they delivered them in the hands of Lord Clive's. By theſe patents twenty- 
four lacs a year were ſettled as the imperial tribute or quit- rent over the 
three provinces, for the future; and the Company's acknowledgement and 
bond for the ſame, which are the owner's voucher, were drawn- up under their 
ſeal, and entered in the imperial regiſters. Thus a buſineſs of ſuch a magni- 
tude, as left neither pretence nor ſubterfuge, and which at any other time 
would have required the ſending wiſe Aambaſſadors and able negotiators 
as well as a deal of parley and conference with the Company and the King 
of England, and much negotiation and contention- with the miniſters, was 
done and finiſhed in leſs time than would have been taken up for the ſale of 
a jackaſs, or of a beaſt of burden, or of a head of cattle. The lord having 
accompliſhed his purpoſe, returned to che ſeat of his command, which is call- 
ed Calcutta; and left for his agent at the Emperor' s court, Colonel Uſmutt, 

(Smith) who after the lord's departure for England, received the title of 
General, and became entruſted with the command of the Engliſh army- 


His office was only that of an agent near the Emperor's perſon, but in 


fat 
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faßt he was his maſter and lord to all intents and purpoſes ; and he was 


and in the imperial Palace, whilſt the Emperor was obliged to remain 


without: where to conceal his ſhame, he amuſed himſelf in finiſhiug 


But even there he was not free from inſult: ſor the Colonel one day 
being diſpleaſed at the noiſe which the Imperial kettle- drums and other 
warlike inſtruments made in the place appointed for them over the gate 

of the Caſtle “, ſent them order to ceaſe, and forbade their playing any 
| more: with which order thoſe poor men thought proper to comply, and 
bevdceforuard they remained without performing their duty and without 
bread. Verſe— | | 


« Have patience: every one ſhall have his turn for five days.” 


As to Mirza-cazem's views of ſupplanting Shitab-riy in the buſineſs of 
ſpeaker or agent of Lord Clive's, they totally miſcarried : Shitab-riy's 


good manners, and flowing language, together with his penetration, and 


a ſincere atatchment, that Mirza-cazem miſled the office which he aimed at, 
and returned with his protector without obtaining his ends. However he 
became inſtrumental in putting an end to Aly-hibrahimqhan's exile : for al- 
though this nobleman enjoyed much conſideration with the Vezir and 


deprived of his friends and country; and he became now deſirous of returning 


to 


11 


— 
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This was a much graver affront than an European could 5 hend; i 10 

5 5 prehend; for this muſick, which 
conſiſted of a variety of inſtruments, and played three or he ra day, and once at ni 
A a mark of ſovereigutg, and always of 9 16 8 * at night, 


* 


2 


himſelf ſo ſenſible of his power, that he took his abode within the Caſtle, | 


with brick and ſtone, ſome buildings which he had heretofore commenced. - 


keenneneſs of genius, had gained ſo much on the lord's heart ; and he had 
impreſſed his mind with ſo deep a ſenſe of gratitude for the ſervices he _ 


had rendered the Company and the Engliſh commanders, to whom he bore 


his Miniſter, nevertheleſs he lived uneaſy on account of his being 
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to Rn chiefly through the perſuaſion of the faid . "This g gen- 
tleman, who remembered how inſtumental that refugee "nobleman had 
once being in ſcreening him from the blaze of Mir-caſſem' s reſentment; 
and how much he was indebted to a patronage that had ſheltered him ſo 
effeQtually from the ſcorching rays of that burning ſun, ſo as to bear him 
harmleſs and in the very palm of his hand, now thought 1 it incumbent 
upon him to make a return for thoſe important benefits : he therefore 
preſented him to Lord Clive and the General, and obtained permiffion for 


his return to Moorſhoodabad: to which city the Qhan was ſtrongly in- 


clined, on account of his long reſidence in it, and the number of friends 


and acquaintances he had there. He ſet out then with Mirza-cazem 


and was received amongſt the favorites and friends of Mahmed-reza 


qhan's; But although he was treated with much honor and regard, he wa 


not held in that high conſideration which he deſerved. 


Lord Clive being returned to Azimabad, diſmiſſed lie canon aan 
from the government of that province, and appointed in his ſtead 
Rajah-durdj-narain, as ſole governor, with full power for looſing and bind- 
ing every thing all over the country. Nevertheleſs he aſſigned to Mir- 


cazem-qhan a yearly penſion of one lac; and this .nobleman went and 
took-up his reſidence at Radj- mahal-echer-nagar, where he had been born 


and bred, and where the eaſineſs of his temper made him keepelear of all 


firiſe and contention : contenting himſelf with palling his days in quiet 


and afflueuce, by which he acquired the name of a good natured man. But 
Durdj. -Narain, as if 3 in retribution for the! ipgratitude and under-hand 
dealing with, which he had uſed the poor man, his maſter and benefac- 


tor, was in a few days put to a deal of ſhame, and diſmiſſed from his office 


03 


with diſgrace: in lo much that this man who had been endeavoring to 
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| paired t6 Calcutta, Where he ſettled to his own mind every part of the 
adtttühträticht: he alſdelated Mr. Sykes to himſelf in the buſineſs of re- 
gülating matters of revenue, for which purpoſe he appointed him chief 
of Moorſhoodad; whillt the late Pjeſſaret. qhan, was appointed to the go- 


vernement of che province of Data Djchan- -ghir-nagar: But the Country 


Ghan, ſon to Seif-qhan,and grand. fon to Undet- el-mulk-emir-qhan, governor 
of Cabdl, was continued in his governement of P8raniah: He had chanced 
ima ſwift Mor-Panky * * to overtake Lord Clive about Shah-abad and 
Painty, whilſt the latter was going up in the heighth of the rains; ; and he 
had rendered ſo ſatisfactory an accouut of his conduct, that he had been con- 


firmed in his poſt, with orders to ſend the produtt of his governement, which 
chequer of Moorſhoodabad, as it had been Cuſtomary formerly. But ſuch 


his prepoſſeſſion! in favor of that ungrate full faithleſs ſavorite of his, called 
Aſker-aly-qhan, who was ſon of his father's Per-zada or director, and whom 
ne had entruſted with the management of all his concerns ſmall or great 


public or private, that in two or three years time, he loſt his ollice and ap- 


pointment, as it ſhall be mentioned beareafter. As to the Djaghirs, Altum- 


gahs, Free- holds and private pollellons of ſeveral people, which had always 
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he ETD 7. as it's. name implies, is a itt elegant boat, * poop whereof is 
wald ant 


to the place they intend'to fetch. Such a veſſel of a hundred feet in lenght, was put on board 
an Eaſt-Indiaman by Governor Vanſittart, but divided in three parts, which were put to- 
gether in London, and preſented to d Kivg George III. Look at Note 43, Section 8. 


of Bardvan was taken out of the hands of the hindians, and entraſted to the 


did not amount to more than ſix or ſeven lacs a year, to che Cachery or Ex- 


was this man's ignorance of buſineſs, and his natural floth ; and ſuch was. 


beets held free Woch ord wy verdy- 887 and by his ſucceſſors, who never 


made 


q painted like a Peacock, whoſe tail colored and gilt extends from head to ſtern. 
It is rom ed with Paddles, managed hy twenty, thitty or forty men that, Have their faces turned 


os muſter, Jol both his character and life, as we mall ſhortly © mention 
in ir s proper ptice.” Lord Clive after a few days ſtay at Azim- abad, re- 
Changes and 


promotions 
throughout 


N 


| care of two or three truſty and approved Engliſhmen. Roh- eddin- -hoſſèin- 
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made any objeQions to their priveleges, they were reſepkted by the Engliſh 
oho following that example of lenity, left them unmoleſted ; nor was any in⸗ 


jury or Chicane offered to a ſingle man amongſt the poſſeſſors. This prov- 


* b. e ed to be one of the tokens of divine goodneſs, and one mark of Engliſh 


Engliſh towards munificence ; for had it not been for that lenity, all was over with the an- 
the land- holders 


R tient nobility and gentry of this Land; nor could any one of them pre- 


tend to live a ſingle day in it even under the bare canopy of heaven. 
The Engliſh did even more: for the revolutions and alterations which 
reſulted from the changes of the Emperors, and which the wonted faith- 
leſſneſs of men in office had rendered almoſt certain and unavoidable, 
were now put an end to by theſe ſtrangers, who eſtabliſhed it as a ſtand- 
ing rule, that whoever was aQtual poſſeſſor of a ſpot of land, ſhould re- 
main in poſſeſſion of it forever: and that after him it ſhould devolve to 
his poſterity. | Thanks be to God Almighty, that matters have remained | 
on that footing ; and that it is become cuſtomary and eſtabliſhed, that 
thoſe who ſatisfied with little, have let themſelves down the ſcanty ſtream 
of reſignation and contentment, ſhould be ſuffered to glide ſafely in it 


with their children and families ; and may God grant out of his good- 


neſs that we may meet with no worſe times than theſe! 


It muſt be mentioned that Lord Clive after a ſhort ſtay at Moorſhoo- 
dabad, had landed in the garden of Saaduc-bagh on his way to Ilah-abad, 
where he had been complimented by ,Nedjm-ed-d68lah and Mahmed- 


Sang nnd reza-qhan, who had accompanied him ſo far. On Lord Clive's depar- 


th Nav- — | F. ii * b * 0 

vab of Bengal, ture, theſe noble perſons were returning to their palaces, when on a 
who is ſucced - | | ., 2 . > . 
ed by Scif.ed- ſudden Nedjm-ed-d68lah was aſſaulted by ſome ſharp pains in his 
do8lah alias 

Mir-Pahlo 

4 brochery | bowells, which finding no vent at all, became ſo excruciating, that the young 
who ſoon fol- 


lows him to the Navvab on his alighting at his palace, departed this life. It was on the 


1 twenty- fourth of Zilcaad in the year of the Hedjra one thouſand one | 


A. D. 1766. | « | | = | | 
1 hundred and ſeventy-nine. He vas ſucceeded in the government of the 


country 
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country by Sci. ed-döslah ® bis ſecond brother; a young man of gentle 
| manners, and who ſhewed bimſelf inclined to do good and to oblige ; 
but he too in a few. days haſtily quitted his life and government, leav- 
ing a good name behind His power did not extend far; but fo far as 
it went, he never ſuffered it to fail whenever, there was an aft of bene 

volence and commiſeration to be performed. in, 
Shitb-ray had attended Lord Clive to. Hah-abad by order ; but on 
that nobleman's departure from thence, he of his own accord took his 
leave ſor a certain time, under promiſe of returning ſoon, as he had ſome 
particular buſineſs of his own. As to my forgiven father, he. was ſo 
diſſatisfied with the complexion of the times, and the contempt in which 
the Majeſty of the Empire was held, that he had chofen to live retired and 
| ſatisfied upon that ſmall djaghir or eſtate which he poſſeſſed in this pro- 
vince from ancient times ; and from whence he uſed. now and. then to 
repair to Azimabad for the purpoſe of paying one or two viſites to 
whoever happened to be ſeated on the meſned of government: for he 
thought it expedient to be upon ſome terms with the men in, office, 
leſt he ſhould be moleſted- by thoſe men who lived by wickedneſs ; 
and it was on that account that he had come to Azimabad 
to 
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As I was paſſing by the young prince's gate at that very time, I was ſtopped by a croud, 
when lo! there came out at onc and the ſame time, that he was taken ill, and that he was 
dead. Immenſe crouds thronged the whole lenght-of the ſtreet, where it would have been 
difficult to deſcry one firgle perſcn that was not actually beating its breaſt, or bathed in 
tears, The deſolation and ſcreams of the women in particular, are not to be deſcribed ; and 
the curſes univerſally poured againft the ſuppoſed author of that unaccountable death, will 
never be forgotten: People pointed to Mahmed-reza-qhan, whoſe ſway. and over bear- 
ing temper neither this Prince, nor his elder brother could brooke. - It is remarkable that 
people talked freely, of the firſt ſudden and amazing death; but on this feeond death, people 

came filent and ſullen. I was then at Aga-ally's houſe, who was my neigbour, and an eminent 
merchant, attached to Mahmed-reza-qhan ;. and there were * then Hadji-mahmed-beg 
fodjdar of Moorſhoodabad, Hadji mahmed-lang, Aga-reza, and ſome other Mogols, all attach - 
ed to that miniſter. The general repor!, ſaid the tranſlator, charges Mabmed-reza-ghan ftrongly : 
what is your opinion f it Ha ! Sir, ſayd one of the company, the Phyſicians are all of bis 
Cabal: all Mogul... .. but here he was interrapted by thefe words; People do net tall if ſuch 
maſtery at Meorſbooda bad, ſaid very gravely Aga - ally: and this admonition was followed by a 
long pauſe. | | ING | | | 


N 
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wok on Lord Clive, - But chat Vieeroys O always travelled in Haſte, 
| having already quitied thav city, my forgiven father vent nofartherzubut 
| fent Seyd-aly-qhan, my brother, Who was a great friend of Rabia-be. 
gum's (mother-in-Jaw to "Mahmed-rezn:qhat:) his intention was that he 
ſhould kecompany Sbritäberay, to hich" laßt Be Wrote a lettef, intimating 
._ the deſign he had in view in'ſending his ſon; ſor he requeſted his affif. 
tance in ſuch matters as depended on the Nizamet, that is, on the in. 
terſerence of the Navvab and of the Engliſh: he informed bim at the 
ſame time that he had ſent bis fon for the purpoſe of -pracuting; ſome 
Seneds or Patents under the Navvabis ſeal. The ſtile: of the letter was 


ol fo concliating a nature, that Shitab-ray;' who poſſeſſed much ſenfe and 
good nature, and knew how to rate every one's worth and ſtation, an- 
| Twered it with particular marks of civility and good will, promiſing his 
ſervices and aſſiſtance with the beſt grace immaginable. My forgiven 
father on this promiſe, ſent the Harcara or head ſpy) Moorlydur, Who was 
one of 'the Columns of the gov ernement of Azim-abad: a man of 0 
neſs and abilities, who had orders to attend Shytab-ray ;- and Seyd-aly qhan 
himſelf was ordered to atterd them both; for which purpoſe he went 
with them as far as Moorſhoodabadb, en oo: 

On Shitib-riys arrival at Calcutta, Lord Elive by the Generals ad- 
vice propoſed to attach him to his perſon, by employing him in whatever 
was relative to matters of finance and governement: Shytab-ray who was 
ſenſible how muchexpoſed he was to the ſhafts of envy and obloquy; and 
who wiſhed to ſhew his reſignation and want of pretentions; brought many 
reaſons forward for excuſing his backwardneſs, but he was not heard; and 
the Viceroy: inſiſted 0 earneſtly, ihat Shitab-ray was obliged to acknowledge 
his being ill of a diſtemper, which was looked - upon to be a confirmed lues. 
On this intelligence he was made over to Lord Clive's:body. Phyſician and 
 Dotor, wha was orderedand bound to ache, Se ay. The Doctor 
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applyed himſelf to bis taſk ſo earneſtly, chat his patient $ Ae which 
had riſen-to it's heighth, and raged with ſo much violence as to prevent 
all bodily motion, eſpecially that of the jolnts in the legs and arms, was to- 
nally expelled: and put an end to, by. only rubbing the parts with a remedy. 
compoſed of quick · ſilver and hog's fat; it diſappeared ſo intirely as not a wh ; 
to Jeave a trace behind. Sbhytab- ray made the Doctor a prefent ten NE 
chouſand Rupees; But as ſoon as he was in full health, he was promoted — 
whhe titles of Maha-radja and Bahadyr®, tothe high rank of commander 
| of five thouſand horſe, and to an allowance of twenty, five thouſand Rupees 
per month for the expenſes of his governement, beſides five thouſand ” 
more for. his. own perſon, Over and above that, be was complimented | i 
with an enlargement of his Djaghir, and likewiſe with a more extenſive 
ſhare of influence.in the nagement of governement matters, in which he 
was aſſociated. to Durdj-naräin and to Mr. Middleton, which laſt \ was chief h 
of the factory of Azim- abad : moreover he was entruſted with the uſe of Str. 


ed-d88lah's ſeal, who was reputed Nazem of all the three Provinces ; after 
which he was. orgerel to return 'to his office. 


As to my forgiven father's buſineſs, it was. performed to his own wiſhes 
by the exertions of Seyd-ali qhan, my glorious brother, and by the patron- 


nage of Rabiah- begum, his patronneſs, even fome time before Me- 
had returned to the city of Moorſhoodabad..” 


During all this time 1 was by Doctor Filllertori's recommendation an atten- 
dant on Mr. Sage, one ol the ableſt and moſt conſiderable Engliſhmen of 
| that time,who conducted all che buſſineſs of Banares : Moreover I enjoyed in 
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A "Theſe two words in the Shaülekit or ſacred age of Hindia ſignifie great king, o- 
great Prince: But ſince the Mabometants have taken poſſeſſion of that region, they «re become 
only an honerific title given to hindoos of high diſtinction, juſt as the word ghar, whcih in 
the Tartax or Turkiſh language fignified a king, is now become an honorific title only, all over 


India, as well as in Perk” and the beginning only of the titles of honor : that of Bahadyr, 
whicy fignifies, * is the next. * the note 25th ſection 1ſt. | 


Tri" fn b N ts IN; os, 
| that clty the ono! of paping a Hipetihatt dende CE WR partic 
and glorious, Shehrtnatfed-Alx-heAAB, CRO m bod me may plice'amblt th he high- 
eſt of bis elects ?) my forgiven fatheh Wis Fefitibg with his whole family, rela- 
dons;dependants and retinas at Haoſfeincabad,a a town which ke had foundet | 
169; werde 2 and built on his djaght liclands with 2 at Ghee and without any "apparent 


L&I 


8 cauſe, his holy perſon reſented a Might indifpoktion;which ſoon became . 
tinuous fever. It is reported that it ' fuck into ls brain "like "Fe of 

apoplexy : his ſenſes however and underflanding were ſietle impaired: 
nevertheleſs the twelfth day after his firſt indiſpoſition, it being a Sunday, 

ge e U the third of the ſecond Djemady, i in the year one thouſand one hundred 
| Kt-ally-qhan. and ſeventy-nine of the Prophet's retreat (on whom may be peace and 
bleſſing for ever!) he was pleaſed to depart to the merciful manſions of 

he omnipotent king, and was inhumed ; in the town eh he had founded. 

May Cod 8 merey be over him, and may he be admitted into the manſions. 

of the pious and virtuous ! this doleful- intelligence was brought to me at 

Banares by an expreſs diſpatched by my glorious mother, (whoſe ſhadow 

may long continue to ftretch over me!) I received likewiſe repeated 

and preſſing letters from my kind brother, N aky-aly-ghan-fahr-od-d8lah: 

and from ſome other relations and kinſmen; who all requeſted my preſence 

inſtantly. This intelligence having overſet my ſchemes, I diſcontinued: 

my attendance on Mr. Sage, and proceeded to Huſſein- abad. The ve- 

nerable juſt whom I have juſt been mentioning, and upon whom 1 

had hitherto waited ſo reſpectuouſly and ſo conſtantly, was diſſuading 

"= Sn me from that journey: A little time more, would he lay, and I wilt 
. quit this fragile world: I wiſh that at that moment you may not be aſunder 
* from me.” Theſe words melted my heart. But the importunities of. 
my mother and of thoſe that ſurvived my forgiven father, together with, 
the feebleneſs of my own deſtiny, did not allow my obeying. commands ſo» 
worthy of obedience; or of reaping the advantages of my attendance. 


on that venerable man, Had. I been able to ſtay, my attendance on him 
ORE e 1 
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would have proved the greateſt happineſa « of my life; but there is no e 
* failures of on's. Want 5 Vea e Uh: Hog en 
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« See! an Elias is bringin 5 an Alexander thirſty from the fountain of life | 
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| At laſt I kt Huſſin-bad; ; and on hearing of my forgiven father's 
deniſe, I proceeded to Moorſhoodabad, where by good luck Shitab- 
riy and Seyd'aly- qhan had chanced to make a ſtay, and had got the 
confirmation of my djaghir's patent, Which was drawn up in the name of 
the loweſt of men * who was the oldeſt of the forgiven's children; ; ang 


they brought i it to him on i their return to > Azim: abad. Ad 8405 
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We left Shirtb-riy on his way to uke pollellon of bis; new Wn of £ 
Azim-abad. On his arrival in that city, he thought it: incumbent on his, 
wiſdom and uprightneſs to make it a rule, that the conferences { for buſineſs. 
of government and finances, ſhould. be held, neither in his own houſe 
nor in that of Durdjanarin's, but wholly.in the Imperial Caftle, which. 
place had been. time out mind allotted, for. the. aſſemblies of all ſuch men. 
as were in office, for all ſuch as rented any, land from government, 
and for all ſuch as had buſineſs with chem: : it was likewiſe eſtabliſhed 
that the Engliſh chief ſhould repair thither at the appointed time, and be eee — 


„ * 's mabadby Shi- 


| ſeated in a chair of ſtate; and that over againſt him, on, a long muſned oy 
ſpread on the ground. for the occaſion, Durdj-narain ſhould be ſeated on — 
one ſide, and Shitab-ray, on the other, with each a cuſhion of. ſtate. on | 

their back: 4 that on every. ae. drawn ur, Parti e ſhould fign 
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Alexander, (and there are | ſeyeral of PRES on being cond ucted to the 8 of life by 
the Prophet Eliah himſelf, meet with ſo n many croſs accidents; har de was obliged to return 
without having quenched his thirſt: 

'+ The words the poor mam at the third verlag, Ahe ageihe: mes +> but none, but perſons 
of the higheſt GiftinGuon. heyy A right. to call ee in their Letters or in | their ©: cotiver-" 
ſation the leaft off men. 

A euſhion of. State A called a Gao Takia: an ox "cific; of A 8 cuſhion, It 1 
8 CTR three or four foot in length ”_ weary inches in diameter. wh TR 
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his Jab at the bottom of 1 and that Shitabsray ſhould juſt by it,or Dew 
low Nedjm- ed- doglah's ſeal, write in his own hand, and with a floriſh,: 
the words it has rer een. So much regularity could not pleaſe Durdj-narain, 


a man who pridetl on his kaying held the governement in bis own fin gleper- 


his own private: ſeal to matters of buſineſs; and as he had no othex'ower- 
ſeer but his on ſelf; and he was known ta have ;aQed. all along faith- 
leſly in imitation of his deceaded, brother, and of all the other leſſees his 
predeceſſors, he felt himſelf much hurt by. the new regulations, but how. 
ver ſubmitted to them. Hence. his congurrence ceaſing to be cordial... 
it increaſed the breach and diſſentions between him and bis Colleague e 


| | ſon, as well as on his relation-ſhip to Ramanarain; and who uſed to apply 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ard diſcoveries ſuch a degree, that the officers of governement ſplit in two parties, one of 
made thereby in 


r which ſided which Radja Sbytäb-räy, whilſt the other continued as uſnal 
with Durdjanardin. Matters turned out much worſe, when tho public accounts 
became objects of attention: Shytab- -ray being in duty bound to inſpe& 
the papers of the Divanſkip, or the management of finances, ſoon found 
that the eftimates of the revenue bad been very faithleſly made; and that in 
every tranſaQtion thouſands and ten thouſands had been with held as perqui- 
ſites of officeand as Nezers to Dürch marin: On which liberties he adverted- 
with much ſeverity, as highly i improper: He therefore provided another ſet 
of Leſſees and renters of the revenue, who undertook to preſerve the article 
ven bo of perquiſites and Nezer:iants, over and above the full finance dueto g gorern 


ment On which offer he ſent a meſſage to Durdj· narin in theſe terms: either 


10 oblige the aftual incumbents to account fully for the late failures, or © diſ- 


« miſs chow: and ſetup the newpropoſers in their ſtead ” As in either cafe the 


9 incapacity and faithleſneſs of chat man 8 would HIVE come to light of them- 
n KK ̃ ĩ -w ĩᷣͤ ICI lLos $25.26 * 
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Letters are never ſigned in India (but the Geatoos 820 Abe writer 3 if 5 be be a 
man of i tauce, ar med the word Bats, or even zz in large characters; now as the ſeal⸗ 
e 's name is engraven, is put on the- outſide of the letter only, together with 
the place; 2 and date; and all that is only ſet down on the cover, one may judge from 
thence what _ tee of authenticity ſuch vouchers would be lowed! 100 in a E Ig 
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of Juſtice. at the Note 183, Section 35 
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ceipts of governement and in the pablick « expenſes, much colluſion and in 
| fidelity, Shytib-riy lelected ſome rraſty friends of Durdjnarkin' s, by whoſe 


channe? he ſeit him notice that * public money muſt be replaced by 1 ö | 


? 
mean S; 2 but chat he wiſhed i ic wight be done i in ſuch a manner a>ſhould. not 


rear the veil which hung over it, Mean. while Moorlydur, the barcara, who 
had joined Shytab-riy's party, being from long hand chouroughly acquaint- 


ed with every minute circumſtance relating to former tranſactions, was 


dayly riping open the linning from. Durdj-narain' s ſecrets, and expoſing to 


to vew the inde of his cloth. But chat infatuated man, truſting to ſo much 


30179 bes Te b e 
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merit as accrued. to bim from his brother Ram-narain's having been 


thrown tnto the Ganga for his thoughtleſs attachement to Mr, Amyatt and 


general Carnac, litened:to no ſoberadvice, and WAS full of excuſes and pre- 


tences: ſo far from attending to Shytab-ray's s advice and reprimands, he 


would not hear even the ſurmiſes of his beſt friends ; nor could he be made 


to underſtand, that the Engliſh, on that fingle merit of his brother's: murder, 


would not carry their complaiſance ſo far, as to let him enjoy as a Djaghir 


the whole revenue. of the province: ſo that he ſhould cutt and carve for 


imſelf. The matter little by liule taking vent, came to tlie knowledge of the 
Lord, of general Carnac' 8, and of the principal. Engliſhmen, all of whom by 


ſeveral friendly meſſages had endeavored to with draw the cotton of floth 
and neglet from out of Durdjänaräin- s ears, and all of whom: had adviſed 
him to liſten to Shytab-ray' s propoſals, to ſubmitt to his regulations, and to 
replace the ballances he had incurred: to all theſe he uſed at every time 
to anſwer. by a ſhort letter of excuſes ; and matters remained” on the 
aft: footing; until Lord Clive, for what reaſon God knows, Töne 
in himſelf the deſi; ign of returning home ; but thought it expedient previ- 
| ouſly to renew his treaty and conventions with Shudjah-ed- dòslah, with 
whom he wiſhed to finiſh ſome- buſineſs, eſpecially that which concerned 
Radja-Balvant-ſing: a Prince all affected in general; but who-now was 


| im- 


ſelves, to his great danger,and ſhame ; and there appeared likewiſe in * re- 
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Lord Clive 
makes a ſecond 


Journey to Ilah- 
bad. . | 


Abi 
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impreſſed with a Cingular dread, of Shudjah-ed-d68lah' 8 power and diſcon- 
tent. On the other band Shudjah- ed. doglah himſelf wanted to meet the 


Cathy — 


Engliſh Viceroy | on many accounts; All che parties then. viſhing for 


ws . 
1111 4 1 19 1 | dt 


A parley, they agreed to meet at a place called Chaprah; and thither 


d. 1 "YT 160 330 


they direQed their reſpective journeys, Lord Clive from Calcutta, the 
Vezir from F 4iz-abab, Munnir-ed- doslah from Ilah- abad on the ook of 
the Emperor, and the pages -balvant-fing, from Banares. 4 


33 


On Lord Clive” 8 arrival near Azim- abad, RadjahiShyrdb-riy e out 


49 meet him wich ſuch Aa ſtate and ſuch a Teunue as he could afford; 


But Durdj-nariin, who never thought but of his dignity and. grand cur 


came out of the city alſo, without once minding the ballances he was 


adjudged to pay, or thinking how he might appeaſe the Lord and his peo- 


ple: inſtead of that, he went to meet him with a deal magnificence and 


3 f - & 1 0 


pomp, and with a vaſt number of retainers, As ſoon as the two retinues 


were d deſcrived at a diftance, ſuch a fight could not fail 10 ſurpriſe both 
Lord: Clive, and the Engliſh Rulers, as they had repeatedly wrote to Durdj- 


narain, that unleſs ke payed the balances due by him, be muff not think 


Ter 1 18 $313. 


of coming i in the Viceroy" $ preſence: . that nobleman hearing now that be | 
vas actually coming, ſent a meſſenger to forbid his advancing « one "ſtep 
farther ; and the meſſenger having delivered the meſſuage Tall as he hi ad 


received it, flopped him ſhort, and made him retuan back: I as ihe 


injunQtion had been pronounced aloud, and in che preſence of ſo many 
11 01 794 


friends and foes, as well as of al thoſe multitudes that had come out 
to meet or to ſee the Viceroy. it did not fall to cover that ſenſeleſs and ill Tated 


1 


man with confuſſion and ſhame, sbytäb· ray on the contrary was admitted 


o the honor. of the Lord s preſence, and received with much regard and 


favor ; whereas Durdj-naräin having drank from the bed, of arrogance 


and een ſeveral glaſſes of wholeſome, but bitter beverage, topped 


| thart, ad Funn back: nd, now ann viſcr from this rebuke, he in 
GG e 
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| Rott time provided or the payment of the outhtanding ballances, and 
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foon e leave to als bis bow; after which be mixed. in the Vice. 
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roy's cortege, and paſſed the Ganga rogethe: with Shytab- 140. 
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This little affair being over, the, travellers went on; and! in the montlh 

| of Moharrem of the year 1180 of the Hedjra, 4 meeting took place 6 0 

che W ſpot between Lord Clive, the Hine the Vezir, the Agent | 


and diſcourſes Fiving been: exchanged,. it was kel * that Radja-bal- 1 
« vant benceforward would pay a yearly revenue of twenty lacs to 2 — 
10 « Sbujah. -ed-do8lah, his Lord, Who would. forgive him the errors of his 
« paſt conduct, and leave him for the future in peace and tranquility, but | 
« with a moſt folemn promiſe never t to uſe any fraud or artifce whatever. ä 
«« againſt him: moreover: it was ſtipulated: that a breach of this article 
« ſhould be deemed. a breach of the articles between Shudjah-ed- doslah 
„ and the Engliſhi” As ſoon as theſe articles and conventions between 
the Vezir, the Emperor and the-Engliſh were ſigned, together with thoſe: 
between the Emperor and the Vezir, as well as thoſe between the Vezir 
and the Radja, hey were written fair and at length, witneſled by the principal 
Engliſh, and regiſtered in the uſual forms: after which thoſe noble perſonnages 
exchanged entertainements and curious and coltly. preſents amonglt them 
ſelves; and the Vezir having been entertained with a Mock- battle, amongſt 
the European ſoldiers, who managed their guns and muſquets with an ama- 
zing quickneſs and celerity, made them a preſent of ſome thouſand Rupees, 
and returned to his capital. The Radja-balvani, after making ſuch a'preſent;, 
as was worthy of him, was diſmiſſed; and he repaired to Ram. nagur, his new 
which is on the ſhore of the Ganga, over againſt Banares ; and Munnir- ed- 
do8lah himſelf after having accompliſned his purpoſe, returned to his maſter. 
As- ſoon as: theſe: matters vere over: Shy tab · rãy mentioned in generaj; 


terms 
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terms the incapacity, Noth aud faibleſſneſs of Stent managers; and 
he added chat tlie recovery of the ballances due by Durdj -nariin and by his 


A officers and dependants, was far from being an eaſy taſk ; nor could 


« ſuch a ſum be ever obtained without conſtraint and chaſtiſement ; and 
« that as himſelf, f,Shitab-ray,was an improper man for ſuch a buſineſs, on ac- 
count of the High regard he bore to the antient acquaintance and friend- 


e ſhip that had ſubſiſted between tim and the date Ram-naräin; and 


Lord Clive ſends 
Mahmed -rezae 
qhan to Azima- 


| bad to recover 


the ſums due to 
BoOverne ment. 


* ſuch ſentiments would never permit him to at againſt his ſurviving bro- 

« ther with the firmneſs and ſeverity requiſite for recovering ſuch large ſums, 
ee jt was therefore proper that after his Lordſhip's 8 artival at Moorſhood- 
.« abad, Mahmed- reza- qhan, who was the center ant corner: tone of all 
4 tranſactions, ſhould wouchlaſe to come over to Azim-abad for Aa few 
« day's to-perform that ſervice on his Lortlſhip's s inſtruQions: after which 
he © might return to his palace. * this requeſt of Shitab-ry's having meet 
with the Lord's approbation, wWas followed by i many lavors and kindneſſes; 
and tbat nobleman returned to Moorſhoodabad, firmly reſolved i in his heart 
to entruſt him with the whole governement, and to diſmifs Durdj- naräin, 
with whoſe in capacity and endleſs inhdehtes he. was tired, 


On his arrival at Moorſhoedabad he diſparchea M des to 
perform the buſineſs he had ſo much ar heart; and this miniſter arrived in 

alittle time time at Azim-abad with all the terrors of power and- puniſh- 
ment marthing before him. At firſt he reprimanded and put under arreſt 
the officers of Durdj-narain's; and then he prevailed upon ſome -of them to 
diſcloſe the infidelities that had been committed. On their diſcoveries he 
confined ſome leſſees, ſuch as Sahomul, and Mohammed-naky-qhan, and 


 Mahmed-aſhruff-qhan the Cathmirian ; and he arreſted ſome others, who 


at. laſt acknowledged their guilt. Sahomull was put to the cudjel, and thereby . 
un derwent a total dif grace. He was then ſent to priſon, there to remain uutil 
he had payed the ballances due by him: the like fate hung over the two 

| LM 7 . older, 
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ethers} who were reſcued in time by Radja-ſhitsb-riy's inter pofition p alc 

though nat-but after they kad bound themſelves Toleninly to pay Welt 
 balfances; before the expiration of theirleaſes, But at this ſatte time Durdje 
näräin baving by bis infidelities and by his evident indapacily openly ap- 
proved Minifelves unable to perform a a ell ſervice CVA this office 
of governdr Lieutenant, was diſgraced and difmittea ; and it was deter- 
minned that his revenues and n ſhould be ſequelfraibd, uhtill the 
full of the ballances due by him were e but that nie an Wile 
all Heal ſiould be referred hogs kis Toppott. © Fus cid ze Jo | 
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That envious man «By a gruilge to my illuftrions and excellent uncle, 


the valorous Seyd-abdol- aly- qhan the Mooſeyian, firnamed the impetuous 
in battles, as if he had proved a thorn in his fide, and an "2 e& of en- 
vy to him; and that too, for no other reaſon than the high regard con- 
fantly ſhewn him by Mir-dj agfer-qhan and by his brother Wik-ca2 Ent. Alan. 
Durdj-narkin: in the heighth of his power and authorit „lieh A7 
laſted bur a while after Mir-cazem- .qhan's diſmiſſion, had" out of mere 
jealouly and envy, diſmiſſed that illuſtrious man from "the letter the 
dirt of Shah-abad ; "nd although this Gentoo bimſelf as Well Al is 
Raten and his elder brother, had owed their elevation to- the tab and 
ceir very" ſuſtenance and livelyhood, to the criimbs that fell from Mirz 
aifer-qhan's table, and from "thoſe of that Price's family; yet he no 
Poner faw Himſelf in power, than he abandoned that venerable man to 
che rdpacity bf his officers, who under Pretence of examining "Hs ac 
ebünte, put him to a variety of trouble and anxiety; and this (ovens 
uſage liſted, untill the Gentoo" himfelf being difmiſſed from his borrowed 
authority, Mahmed-reza- qhan and Radja-Sbytäb-räy took the whole dif- 
ferent” under their own inſpection: and finding it deſtitute of any foun= 
how: k ee an vit man a ful r be then received an 
the whale. te of 
: oh : : his 


his merit, and he went to Moorfhoodabad-with Mabmed-reza-qhan : forthis = 
miniſter haying performed with Shytab-rly's advice the buſineſs for which 
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he had come over, returned to Bengal; and  Shytab-ray remaining alone, 
was inveſted by the Concil of Calcutta with the authority of diſpoſing and 
finiſhing every buſineſs and tranſaQtion relative to the province of Azim- 


abad. As he, was anxious for the honor of his character, he applied 


himſelf cloſely to the fanQions of his. new office i in conjunction with Mr. 
Rumbold, who on Mr. Middleton s unjuſt diſmiſſion from the Chief-ſhip 


of that city, and the government of the province, had been appointed to 


command in his ſtead; it was at the time when Mr. Sykes was appoint- 


to act i in conjunction with Mahmed-reza-qhan at Moorſhoodabad. Lord 
£ Clive ſatisfied with the ſtate of affairs. in theſe kingdoms, and with thoſe 
arrangements he had made, departed to his own country. 


— 


This nobleman | in his ſhort ſojourn i in Bengal had 0 proved deſi- 
rous of finding i in Governor Vanſittart' g conduQt ſuch blemiſhes and miſ- 
deamors, as might come out of themſelves before the Concil in England, i in 
conſequence of certain lights which he had taken care to provide, and to 
holdout for that purpoſe : for ingratitude and oblivion of benefits have at 
all times been, and ſtill are, ſo far charafteriſtick in the men of the 
world, and eſpecially within this ſhort periode; and time ſerving and 
ſelfiſh behaviour, now deemed prudence and knowledge of the world, 
are come ſo much in faſhion, and are riſen. to ſuch a height; that no truſt 
and no faith can be repoſed in another man's freindſhip or attachment: : 
luckily however, and this is to be admired, theſe very perſons, who 
have choſen ſuch practices, and have abbandoned every claim to credit 
and honor, find themſelves much diſappointed in their reckoning; for theſe _ 
after having been, much made of for a time by their employers, untill the 


intended purpoſe is ſecured, come at laſt to be deſpiſed and bated by them 


for their folly and wickedneſs, ſo as to become in their company a ſtand- 
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ing flock forſeorn and derifion: in eotifeijvence of ſuch fentiments, thoſe 
very perſons upon whoſe information Lord Clive had reckoned ſo much, 
and who in fact had ſerved him moſt fedulouly/ in his veus, proved to 23 
hoſe very men that had been over and over loaded with favours and bene= 
fits by Shem's-ed-d68lak > (Vanifittart)' and yer they joined Nandcomar 
his invetérate enemy; and having drawn- up a long H tit of his miſdeanours, 
they gave it to Lord Clive under their hands and ſeals. A tranſaQtion of 
ſuch a magnitude having made an infinite noiſe, could not fail to come to 
my ears; but it was without any certitude of particulars : as little is to be 
gott from that nation, which never mixes with others, and i is ſuſpicious 
and cantious to a bigh degree, being always ſo much upon it's guard, 
that en cannot come e hi * their ſecrets; f nay it is 1 ag impolſi- 
ble, | 


1 
After this lite aan tc the PRESLEY and FEY of ne 
times. had. thrown, in our way, we ſhall return to our narrative: the 
Viceroy and the General after having appointed Mr. Veris Verelſt) Go- 
vernor of Calcutta, and General Uſmut { Smith) Commander in Chief of 
all the Forces, departed to, their country. It was about the time when 
| Mahmed-reza-qhan received from the Emperor, who reſided till at Ilah- 
abad, and was of late become fond of the company and converſation of 
the Engliſh, the titles of Lord of Lords, the foremoſt of the ſtate, andthe 
conſpicuous of the Empire *, with the privilege of being carried in a Naleky. 
Through the ſame recommendation Shytib-ray obtained for himſelf the 
titles of the Perfect of the State, and of the vaillant, and victorious in 
Var; to which were added the honors and inſignia of the Mahi: he was now 
cutting a capital figure at Azim-abad, we . 5 WA with honor, 
<P AT and proffit. | 
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- This miniſter on, che nem, Governar's inſtallation made a voyage 10. Ca 
caſt, wither 1 thought proper 8. e e , cr . 


received Sen ray bapdfomely, mA Gm ldd him OY CIT 
nor. _ The, adminiſtration was, ſettled in this manner. that Shyt@biriyy and! 
Mahmed-reza-qhan, and. Djefaret-ghan Babadyr, ſhould order all matiers. 
relative to government. and Revenge in tha bell manner they. ſhould de- 
viſe, lor the Company's, benefit;, but, that, twice a, week everything: they; 
| ſhould have ſettled,. ſhould be imported, at full, lenght to itbedreſpoctive 
| Engliſhmen, their aſſociates, who, ſhould fign 1n; thoſe, two; days whateyer- 
ſhouks have been latterly tranſaftied; and chat every; recejpt- and. expen- 
dityre of each, diſtrist. after having been, { o ſigned by the Engliſhman; op” 
thoſe parts, ſhoutd be tranſmitted by each Naib-or Deputy to the Compa«- 
ny's Regiſters of Calcutta at the end of each year. The affairs of diſtribu- 
tive. juſtice were left to ihe Daroga or Superintendent of that Department 
with power io hear and determine in ſmall· matters, Equitably and to the 
beſt of his judgement; but affairs of importanee-were to be decided in the 
Naàib's preſence, and in that of the Engliſhmatehis Colleague for tio days 
in each weeck, which days ſhculd be different from the aſual%5uſtice days, 1 
In conſequeiice: 'of fuch an. arrangement, buſineſs went on; and the En- 
gliſh commenced acquiring a knowledge of the uſages and cuſtoms of the 
country: for ĩt was a ſtanding rule with them, that whatever remarcable they 
heard from any man verſed in buſineſs, or even from any other individual, 
was immediately ſet in writing in/a kind of book compoſod of a few 
blanc leaves, which moſt of them carry about, and which they put together 
afterwards, and bind like a book for their future uſe Matters went on in that 
manner, untill Mr. Rumbold having in che year one thouſand one hundred 
and eighty three quitted Bengal to repair to his country, was ſuceeded 
by Mr. Alexander, as was Mr. Sykes at Moorſhoodabad by Mr. Beecher: 


II was under the latter's $ adminiſtration tad « q ee made it S ics appearance 


i! 


% was t . « : p — 4 a L 
- : - — . N , 
T 8 2 " , S$*3 4 G : «4 OF 15 p - 0 
. r FS | i Ps & 3 tal 4 ” 7 4 „ 1 144 „ „ a 
. 


22 - 


493483 3 
EPO RTE eee ere ; 


d U the Soups HE d WlupptGsched Wis All its tertofs addCd 7"! 
a ſevexe mdrtaflly, and to A Haff pd iht Marek nb abe aud ne fete. 88 ito" pl 
echdsglati hithfeff feft ck f tät OV; Per and RU ot ed under 1 
violence bs dict Hd kilifthali Maha Fotos ban, brother in 
l to Vahmed-tezal Aab, dodked he Ride late, ich! all foept away 
hts Confort? this 144; 400 iter 8 ke con nforts of Mapmed'r reza 2-qhian and of : 
Hig FTHüdl LAbag, fan thres'b We 2.1 of Rabia-begum, = was 
wart atugtter 0 » 55 anf A mine © and finalt pox | having” 


16 - Gad of the year one e one 8 and 

eizhty four, they bötkl töte to fuch a heigth, and raged ſo violently for fulld 4b. 2769-726. 
three montiFrogetlier, thatvilt multitudes were ſweept le © 5 nor can their 

mitmbet, be known but to him that knows every thing that is hidden or in- 

viſible. Whole villages and whole towns were ſweept away by theſe two - 

feourges, and they ſuddenly diſappeared from the face of earth. It was 

in ſuch calamitbus mes, that is in the month of Zilhidj of che year 1 185 

tkat Mubrace-· ed· do 8a third, fon of Mir-djaafer-qhan's, was defi gned Na- 

zem nee fe. and on e gs e 8 tee Aly- hibra- 


hold, which conſtitutes the whole of what is called the Nizamet or governe. 
ment of Bengal, and bad then a revenue of twenty four lacs from the com- 
pany's treaſury. The new miniſter, who was a man of an approved. charakter, 
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did not fall to exhibit many talents Joined 1 to a thourough inclination to do » 
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good and to oblige. Some further changes likewiſe toock place in. the new; 
| tt 


Prince's houſe and family: for Mahmed-reza-qhan, who is a man of tran age 
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years in cloſe connection and in compleat intimacy with Menny- -begum,. 
Mother to Seifled-deslab, wanted now to pull down that Princeſs, whoſe N 
lofty ſpirit and extenſive influence had given him much umbrage: and 
= 100 alter having entered with her into certain ſtipulations and treaties ſo-- 
lemnly. 
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temnly {worn to. All this change of hands took place for the ſake of ſimilar 
intimacies and fimilar connettions and treaties which had ariſen of 
late between Ms: and Babboo- begum, Mubarec · ed dõg8las mother, ano- 
| ther Princeſs whom he wanted, to raiſe upon her ruins. Tbis new 
favorite having ſhewn: at his inſtigation a mind to quarrel with 
Menny-begum, the two Princeſſes became fo. inimical to each other 
that they avoided each other's ſight. But Menny- begum, whoſe extent. 
of underſtanding nothing | can be compared to, but the immenſe ſtock. 
Which ſhe is known to be poſſeſſed of in jewells and money, thought proper 

to take no notice of ſuch an alteration ; and although. deeply wounded. 
by ſuch under-hand-dealings, ſhe. thought it beneath ber dignity to de- 
ſcend to an explanation; and ſhe paſſed the whole over with a diſdainful 
filence. Neverth eleſs Babboo-begum's authority and [way , were but * 
wort daration. 


It was RE at this period that the Engliſh of ſome rank ſpent their 
time merrily and in pleaſures, and lived upom terms of much friendſhip: 
and i intimacy with the noblemen and other perſons. of diſtinètion, natives 
of this country: ey were en deavouring to engage them in converſation, 
eſpecially upon the politicks of the country: and ſo ſoon as an Engliſh- 
man could pick-up any thing relative to the laws or bulineſs of this land, 

he would immediately ſet it down in writing, and lay it up in ſtore for 
the uſe of another Engliſhman; nor had they any other vew in taking 
notice of a Mogul or a native; or. in courting an acquantance with 
him. No wonder then, if ſome perſons, wha in theſe times of hall 
| knowledge, had come by mere chance to the helm of affairs and Go- 
vernment, ſhould prove fearful, leſt others by imparting more knowledge 
and affording- more lights, might bring them under the imputation of 
neglett or infidelity, and thereby leſſen their i importance in the eſtima- 
tion of the Engliſh : no wonder if they. made haſte to initiate them in 


thoſe 
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thoſe whatever- little arts of oppreſſion and rapine, which they had 
themſelves employed through thick and thin, and through wet and dry ; 
or which had been deviſed by vile men, and ſet-up as ſtanding rules and 
eſtabliſhed'cuſtoms: 11 t was upon ſuch cuſtoms that they gave leſſons to the 
Engliſh, doubtleſs to the end that not a zot of fomer tyranny might be 
abated, or loft by diſuſe. An affair of Moorlydur's deciſion came one 
diy to be debated i in an aſſembly,where I remember to have been preſent: 
too men diſputed againſt each other : when ſentence came to be pro- 
nounced, the one that had proved faithleſs and guilty, was fined into a 
ſum of money, by way of fine and amend; but the other man, who had the 
right on his ſide, was likewiſe made to pay ſome money, by way of chankſ⸗ 
giving. Mr. Rumbold, who. did not want ſenſe, and was then like his 
other countrymen, ho in thoſe beginnings of their dominion were more 
careful and more inclined to conciliate the hearts of the natives than 
Whey are at preſent; Mr. Rumbold, 1 fay, could not help expreſſing his 
ſurpriſe at the deciſion, and ſaid : * that to take a fine from the man who 
1 "was i in the wrong and had behaved in a ſurly, impertinent manner, is a 


« proper way of puniſhing him: it is puniſhing his infidelity in kind, But 
« what I cannot underſtand;added he, is that a fine ſhould be levied alſo on 


* him who had the right on his ſide, and was guiltleſs : this ſeems to be very 
bs ſtrange: what can be the meaning of that? This vas anſwered by 
Moorlydur and the other vile flatterers, who, having obſerved the advan- 
tage ariſing from the thankſgiving, added: © That this buſineſs had been 
« cranſafted according to the rules and Wade of the land: that there 
e was no innovation of their's in it; nor had they ſet up any new inven- 
« tion of their own.“ The gentleman expreſſed his aſtoniſhment and 
deteſtation, but remained filent : for the money ariſing from the praftices 
of that vile multitude. of time-ſervers, has always a ſweet ſavor. - Can 
it be expetted then that a nation that has been brought to fuck @ head by 


wor dh windel. men, and ſhews no "wow view or intent than. that: of ad- 


ing 
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and PRs ſet a Tide, there never er comes c ol of of th hands, of. the. Engliſh 
any ſuch tranſaftion or. matter, as may reflet an ill renown on their Own 
.countrymen direRly ; Itis the Indians that are made. uſe of for ſuoh pur- 


| poſes; :. and 1 it Is only i in conſequence. of the behaviour of their dependants 
in the management of revenue matters and inthe diſtribution of fjultice ; and 
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in conſequence. of the inqapacity andbaſeneſs of the Hindians themſelves; 
that ſome corruption and ſome oppreſſion has,crept even amongſt the En- 

gliſh in office. I am inclined-to believe that if even theſe foreigners come 
to conceive an inelination to alleviate the ſufferings of the people of this 
land, and to attend to their ſupplications, probably the oppreſſed. would 
find ſome releaſe from the tyranny and hardſhips under which they now 
Jabour. For it is obſeryed chat not one of choſe that ſhewed ſo much 
zeal for the Company's s benefit, but in fact had ſought only their own 
welfare, ever thought, proper, to beſtow. a moment in informing the En- 
gliſh of the reaſons of ſome minute inſtitutions ; of. the neceſſity of muni- 
ficence and good will towards the natives; of the foundation of antient 
cuſtoms; and for what purpoſe ſuch and ſuch an inſtitution was, ſet-up, 
or what benefit might be derived from it. Matters have come 40 ſuch 
2 paſs, that che Books and Memorandums compoſed by the Engliſh upon 
ſuch intereſted reports as thoſe of which we have given ap example, have 
come to, be truſted as ſo many voughers: whereas they are only ſome faint 
idea of che exterior and bark, but not of the pith or real reaſon, of thoſe 


| inſtitutions.” Mean while as, theſe. ſtrangers ; are men of penetration and 


extreme keeneſs of mind; and they have been ſent by Cod Almighty- 
to chaſtiſe this guilty, criminal race of Hindoftances, over ſome of whoſe 
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deluded ſovereigns they have been, made to prevail by breaking this race 


of, Proud Pherachs and imprevident, ſhort-filted, princes by the firong 
gu hogs Navider Fo 
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band of thoſe new comers ; lo they are come at laſt to undervalue the 
 Hindoſtanies, and to make no account of the natives from the higheſt to the 


veſt: and they carry their contempt ſo far, as to employ none but their 
_ own ſelves in every department and in every article of buſineſs, eſteeming 


| themſelves better than all others put together. It is true that they have com- 
menced . diſputes and altercations with the rulers of their own appointing, and 
wich their officers and dependants; but it is no leſs true that in the 


moment of inquiring about the infidelites, tranſactions and concuſſions 
of the latter, they have ſtopped ſhort, to paſs. over the whole, with 


diſſimulation and connivance. Nevertheleſs this very inquiry is become 
one of the tokens of / the ſupreme 'diſpoſer's diſpenſations: for theſe 
men brought to the helm of affairs, and to the ſummit of power by 
| the mere: partiality of the Engliſh, had in the little time which their 
borrowed authority had laſt-d, aſſumed ſo much pride and ſtate; they 
were puffed with ſo much arrogance, and betrayed ſo much contempt for 
the rules of benevolence, and meekneſs and decence, that their behaviour i is 


paſt belief. Neither the forgiven Mehabet-djung nor the illuſtrioun Shu - 


djah-ed-do$lah, although, both born in the heigth of power and exerciſing 
it in the fullneſs of authority, ever eame up to one tenth of the haughty- 
neſs of theſe envious men: nor did they ever uſe their dependants with 
fo-much ſuperciliousneſs and arrogance, as did theſe new men. It is ob- 
ſervable of theſe envious men, chat whenever they come to ſpy any one 
enjoying ſome regard and conſideration amongſt the Engliſh, they get up 
immediately, and never give themſelves any reſt, untill: they have depre- 
ciated and dilcredited his merit: having made it a point to breack the ſpirits, 
and to lower the (charatters of every one of thoſe who can pretend to de- 


rive any native luſtre from their noble deſcent, or from their rationnal and 


virtuous 


w f * 1 * 
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N n the laſt real king of Bengal: he is hardly known by any other nam 
than chat title, which ſignifies the dignity of avar, and ned the terror . "wg | 18 


Severe hints 
againſt Mahmed- 
Reza - qhan. 


Sm” af wn, a > 
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Lirtuous lives: ard f it is A fat, that every one of thoſe newmeitfiiglingout 


for ruin and difgraee ſome man of an ancient pedigree, allowed himſelf 
no reſt, until he had carryed his point, and had hupted his game down: In 
conſequence of which envious perſecution, it is como io paſs, that at laſt 
all Hindoſtanies whatever have gradually loſt the donſide nation aud regard 


they enjoyed hitherto, and have fallen promiſcuouſiy in diſgiace and 


eontempt; but in ſuch a manner however, as that the, very perpetrators 


ol thefe machinations have meet themſelves with: a reward adequate 1 
their own wicked idtentions, and have fallen in a greater contempt and 
diſgrace, than thoſe very men they bad been purfuingwith fo much 
eagerneſs; nor bas any thing befallen them, but what they richly de- 


ſerved, and was of their own ſeeking; nor are they indebted' for their 
own diſgrace, to any but to their own hand and W ** are * | 
diſpenſation, 0 re cod! | rd einn | 
But let us We theſe Aifagreable matters: we ſhall ſpeak of them 


more at large hereafter, ſo as to elucidate the above ſentence: for ve 


mult now return to the courſe of our narrative. We may remember 
how Mir-Roh-eddin-hofſein-qhan' had by a ſudden ſtroke of his deſtiny 


| jumped into the governement of P8raniah, and had kept poſſeffion of it. 
This ſudden governor proved to be a man thoughtleſs and indolent, opini. 
onated, exceſſively prodigal and unprovident; ever immerſed in a ſea of 


pleaſures and ſenſualities: and never emerging from the gulph of a variety 


ol ſtrange practices, but to plunge head long into all the exceſſes of drun- 


kenneſs and forgetfulneſs of himſelf. He had given che title of Qhan to a 
young man, called Aſker- ali, who was grand - ſon of Shah Muſtepha · cs y, | 
vue of his father's direQtors ; and he had become ſo very) fond of him, as 

to inveſt him with full powers over his public and private concerns. This 
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fohdieſsfor hic growhigevery day Rronjer and longer, this ydung man 
whowasexecſſively initiguing and ill natured. and with all fo impatient and 
paſſidnate, as to forget Mniſelf every moment, no ſooner found out that his 

| miſter was devoted to his will, than he did whatever he pleaſed.” He Stange cha- 


racter of the go - 


made it a ſtyſtem to undermine all thoſe that kept at a diſtant from him, 1207 of Phra 
whilſt ke promoted and carried forward his own creatures.” He ſpent = 
ſums of money in the company of dancers of both ſexes, fingers, fortune 

tellers, farcers, and a' variety of ſuch ſorts' of people: but as he took 

Care alſo not to meddle with ſome relations of his maſter's, who wete 

alivays of bis table and company, he kept him in good humour, 

as well as fully ſatisfyed with his own conduct: and all this at the very 

time he was continually opprelſing both the farmer and the ſoldiery. No 

wonder if the revenues of the province fell into ſo much languor, 1 that 


he officers of government | at Moorſhoodabad lodged 4 variety of 
complaints againſt his maſter c on account of the ſcantineſs of his remit- 
rances. He was written to ſeveral times by ſome of his Wien Kd 
gave him warning of his dang er: and even ſons f his! intimates, fhar- 
leſs of his Näfb's power, ventured. upon Sloing good advice to their 
Notliful lord, but did no good; and they ſoon were Expoſed to the 


revengeful Naib's reſentment. At Taft one Hulſein- cooly, who had been 
A favourite” Eunuch to Séif. qhan, uncle to Roh-eddin-höffein, pre- 
vailed upon bim, Sher: a deal of words and'i intreaties, to diſmiſs his fa- 
vourlis; Aer hich" lle 's Was himlelf made Naito in his ſtead; and it 


Ui 


muſt be icknowletged that f in the nile time his admitiſtration laſted 
he biought public r matters into ſome order, and regulated allo his maſter's 


bouſehold. But Roheddin Holſein,who remained ignorant of every thing, 


and minded nothing, but "that young man, Tor whom be had, 1 know not 
2 lor, all ahe ſentiments 81 che moſt impaſſionate lover; in a little time 


Tent for him again, And reinflatel him in his former office: he devoted 
himſelf again to his Will, diſpoffeſfed the poor Hoſſein-cooly, aud again 
"Fo 5 5 leſt 
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left every thing in that wretched youth's power and diſpoſal. No wond 1 


then if Mahmed-reza-qhan, who like all the other men in authority 


of thoſe days, could not bear to ſee an illuſtrious name enjoy ſome 


regard or any conſideration amongſt the Engliſh, took care to repre» 
ſent to the council the arrears and ballances due by the Revenue of 
P8raniah; and got Roheddin-hoſſtin-qhan, diſmiſſed from his office. On 
bis diſmiſſion it was beſtowed on Riy-ſouchut-ray, who. took a leaſe of 


that Revenue. The council at the ſame time ſettled a penſion of five 


thouſand- rupees per month, that is fixty thouſand a year, on Roheddin- 


hoſſein-qhan. Things went-on in that manner for one year, when 


Sdͤuchut-rày himſelf was recalled and caſt in _ and- N. 


mahmed- qhan m — of the Province 


Scarcity of coin 


felt in Bengal 


; 


On this n it was obſerved that money had commenced 
to become ſcarce. in Bengal, whether this ſcarcity be owing to the op- 
preſſions and exactions committed by the rulers, .or to the Ningineſs 
of the public expence, or laſtly to the vaſt exportation of coin which 
is carried every year to the conntry of England: it being common to 
ſee every year ſive or bx Engliſhmen or even more, who repair to 
their homes, with large fortunes. Lacs piled upon lacs have therefore 


Fas drained from this country ; nor is the cheapueſs of grain to im- 


poſe on the immagination : it ariſes from nothing elſe, but the ſcarcity 
of coin, and the paucity of, men and cattle ; nor are theſe deficiencies 
any thing elſe, but the natural conſequences of the non-exiſtence of 


that nungen Hindian cavalry, which heretofore uſed to fill up the plains 


of Bengal and Bahar, and which (reckoning thoſe i in the government ſer- 


vice, as well as thoſe in the Zemindary pay, together with the expeQants 


and their ſervants) could not amount to leſs than ſeventy or elghty thouſand 
effeaive men; whereas now a hoxſe· man is as ſcarce in Ben gal a as a Phoenix 


in the world. The Keel of ee in each diftrie, added to the 


in- 
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innumerable multitudes ſweept away by famine and mortality, ſtill 
go on augmenting the depolutation of the country : bo that an immenſe 
quantity of Land remains untilled and fallow, whilſt thoſe that are tilled 
cannot find a vent for their productions. And this is ſo far true, that were 
it not for the purchaſes of Salt- peter, Opium, Raw Silk and white Piece- 
Coods, which the Engliſh make yearly throughout Bengal and Bahar, 
probably à Rupee or an Eſhreffi would have become in moſt 


hands as ſcarce as the Philſophal ſtone ; and it would come to paſs that 
moſt of the people newly-born- would be at a loſs to determine what it was 
which people called heretofore a Rupee, and what could be meant 
formerly by the word Efhrefi *. Matters continued in that languiſhing 
ſtate, until the end of the year 1184 at which time Mr. Veris having 
thought proper to go home, was ſucceeded by Mr. Cartier, the next 
in rank and ſeniority. Under this new adminiſtration the decreaſe of 
the rents ſtruck the adminiftration with amazement and fear: they were 
confounded at the great dimunition of the Revenue, and at the end- 
Icfs minutiz in which it was involved. Theſe men anxious to iaveſti- 


A.D.176g. 


gate the matter to the bottom, and to obtain a thorough inſight in the 


rules and uſages according to which the revenue was collefted, came 
to the reſolution of ſending throughout the country one of their own 
nation,who ſhould inquire what buſineſs the ſubje& had with the Ruler; and 
in what relation ſtand the farmers to the Radjahs and Zemindars of the 
country T; and what theſe are to give to the rulers of the land; and 
which and what perquiſites and duties they draw; and under what name 
do they perceive tributes. The choice fell on Hooſhiar-djung-bahadyr, 
Mr. George Vanſittart, who was alſo my particnlar friend; and who in 


— — 


— — — — 


* 


ferior in value,, | | A. IN. 
+ Radjahs and Zemindars imply nearly the ſame meaning, namely that of great land- 
bolders, - | | 


Reſolution of 

the Board to 
inveſtigate all 
Revenue mat- 
ters to the bot · 
dom. 


* A gold rupee is worth fixtcen filver ones of Calcutta ; But thoſe firuck elſe where are in- 
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"Fa proved a man of keen genius much wiſdom, and one of theſe wh 
to a very valuable character of their: own; joined a great acquaintance 
with the minute parts of huſineſs. This worthy man ſet out on the 
above buſineſs, firſt| by going to Dinadj-povt ; and there having acquir- 
ed as much knowledge as his time could afford, he was welcomed with | 
the applauſe of his friends and countrymen, as well as with the appro- 
bation of the council. But as his inquelt had brought to light many in- 
fidelities and diſorders in which the finances of Bengal were involy- 
ed; and che council had conceived ſomergeneral ſuſpicions even againſt 
Shitad-rfy's adminiſtration, which they thought equally tainted; it was 
reſolved that the whole country ſhould be divided into fix departments; 
and that over and above the reſpeRive Councellors aſſociated hither- 


0 to Mahmed-reza-qhan, to Shitab-ray and to, Djeſſaret-qhan, there 
ſhould be appointed in each of the fix diſtricts, three or four gentle- 
men more, : not Councellors, but yet of a rank next to it, by whoſe 


concurrence buſineſs ſhould be carried on. Amongſt theſe Mr. Van- 
Betart and Mr. Palk together with the chief of Azim-abad, were ap- 
aer nnd pbinted a Council for that province; and the whole country was divi- 
| How gore” ded into ſix Kolle tions, to wit, Calcutta; Bardvan; Radij-Shahy with 
c Moorſhooodabad; Seeber, Mr ;; and Azim- 


1 
* * 2 | ; 
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FT 6h foo FS appointment of Mr, Vanſittarts to A e a miner 
1 | | of that Council, became public, thoſe that were inimical tq Shitab-ray, con- 
| OE: ceived mighty hopes from ſuch a change; although his able condutt and 
his obliging management were ſuch, that few were che men, and but few, 
throughout that whole province, that could find fault with his adminſtration · 
Nevertheleſs, as it is impoſſible that every one of his dependants ſhould have - 
been like his maſter; or that a ſingle man's behaviour, however, equitable 
and juſt, ſhould be of one tenor with all the world; thoſe that were 

| . N Ade a bo- 
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A. of his greatneſs, got every ming really te to light up a mighty fl ame; 1 
in ſo much | that he was intimidated. a the hem of his 
robe was pretty free from the durt of © infidelity and the few 
blemiſhes in it; if any at all, cbuld not ehter in compariſon with his many 
ſervices; yet ſuch was his diffidence kt” the inc ond bnfents that were likely 
| to/afiſe ftom a differenice of nation and Hnguage, ab well from bis unac- 


0 et "4 


qualritance with the "Hatt's charakter and gettius that he became ſome 
what doubtful” of © What might become of him. At laſt Vanſittart himſelf 


arrived, when Sbyrab T4 eilt out to f West him, 1 far as Fatwa ; where 
having taken him upon his 10 Elephant, they returned to the eit to- 
gether, to the no ſmall regret thoſe envious of Wes 2 5 fought only to 


raiſe diſturbances, and had haſtened to Wait 06 M. Vanſtart with, no | 


other view, but that of ſetting· up a ſhop of chicanne and e They 
were rack dumb on ſeing' ShitkbVi2y/s* altar b chaviour. Thdetd he was | 
2 man of great ſenſe, and great honor and not ken werte bim! elf Rom 
all afts of oppreſſion and ihfidelity; din "vigor ative in  reflraining 
his dependants from any thing villanious.”” As a great ſtateſman, and a 

great accountant, he had ready every kind of paper that Wale 8. called 
for firm and ſteady ih his behaviour and anſwers, he ner bo zgled or 5 
tergiverſed at all the numberſeſs queſtions put to him b by "Mr. Vanfttart, 
and never ſhewed any hefration ! in affording Whatever" Inet mati anon 


on was e- 

fired, or whatever lights were expeſted he continued to ne? wit fo _— h 

frmneſs and propriety, that he never afforded him 17 e oy W hich | 

- any imputation n might be faſtened upon is charafte . No wo WO der if Mr, 

Vanſittart ſurpriſed at hid canddr, aha"Eonvinced of He Felt, wn 

and MAP oe ra wy let 4 * for "him the | 5 of Heads we and 
von ods Pt 


as ants cleared the back of jufifiation, He cone forth 
pimſelf from the door of love and attachment; and by a refpeRrul be. 


baviour, and a — ol curious preſents, he 1 5 76 fo. much upon 
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I olent temper, and like wife indiſpoſed. againſt him,. could, not underſtand 
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the man's wind, that the lauer was thouroughly ſatisfied with him. After Ven- 
fittart's arrival, Mr. Alexander who had been recalled, was ſuceeded by 
Mr. Djakul, who being likewiſe recalled after-a ſhort time, Mr. Barwell 
us. in his fad. As 1 e had a s intereſt at homm-and 


he aid not live upon ag terms: e Mr. Wasn RE) te hs 
own power and ſufficieney, he, ; expreſſed. a wiſh, that Shytab-ray ſhould 
entirely cloſe with his meaſures, and give- up his. connections with: the 
| latter. To this Shytab- ray anſwered © that vithout ſolide grounds and 


E « ſtrong reaſons, he could not. ſtrange himſelf from: his friends; and 
„ admiting, ſaid he, chat I ſhould do i it upon your commands, what. de- 


« pendence can you lodge i in me yourſelf, aiter ſuch a proceeding * This 
anſwer was full of ſenſe; but Mr. Barwell, who was of a haughty and vi- 


his meaning; ; 3nd he not only became diſcontented, but remained in that 
mind of his untill ſome time after: the arrival of the vaillant Meſter Huſh- 
tin, the prop of the ſtate, and the ĩmpetuous in war v. This man who 
in arengbt of genius, extent of knovledge, beauty of ſtyle, and propriety 
of manners, has no equal in theſe times; and who.by bis winning : deport- 
ment. and the affability of his temper, h has gained. ſo much:upon- the incli- 
nations of all the, world. that. there is no individaal but finds himſelf bes 
holden.za b him for ſome favour or ſome benefit, no. ſooner. landed-at Cal- 
cutta, by order from home, than he invited Mr. Barwell to a ſeat in the 
6 Committee of Calcutta : an aſſembly of five perſons that, manage and 
| controul the affairs of all Hindoſtan, An, order to that purport having 
being diſpatched t to that gentleman, he repaired to Calcutta, and left Mr. 
Vanſittart ſole chief of Azimabad, as well as Preſident of che Concil which 
compoſed t the government of that place, and conſiſted of four men more, 
to wit, Mr. Aſtuvun (Stevenſon). Mr. Dooros (Mr. 1 Mr. ee, 
Ta, and Maharaja-Shyrth- he. UN 1 119 Hep glen; ME We 
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Wu have left Governor Vanfntart on his way to England: aſter his Churge:exhi. 


bited in En- 


arrival in that country, his adiiniſtraticr had become the object of a $14, by Lord 


manage - 
ment, againſt 


ſevere inquiry. Lord Clive had taken care to make it a general topic Gegner Van. 
in the Council of that kingdom. But Vanſittart, (who was a man of ſuch 28 
an extent of genius, and ſo much firmneſs of mind, that his coun- 
trymen themſelves acknowledge how difficult it would be to find ſuch 
another man throughout all England), took carę to give ſuch rational 
anſwers to each chatge, as overthrew the accuſations prepared againſt 
him, and ſet in an advantageous light the valuable ſervices he had rendered 
to the ſtate. Amongſt all the articles of chicane exhibited againſt him, a 
principal one was this, that they imputed to him the death of the En- 
gliſh/ priſonets ſlaughtered by Mir- caſſemn s order. But he ſoon confuted 
the imputation, by producing a paper written at Calcutta at the time of R 
Mr. Amyatt's death, where the Counſellors openly diſcloſed their minds, enz ws de- 
and importuned their Governor for 2 declaration of war againſt that 
Prince. He proved his having repreſented, . that as there wete ſo many 
« Engliſh priſoners in that Princes power, it would be proper to make 
« forme accommodation with him at preſent, until the priſoners ſhould 
« be releaſed: after which it might be time to go to war; but the Coun- 
ſellors, blinded by their paſſion, and hy the fury of cheir reſentment, una- 
nimouſly clamored for war, and gave it under their hands, that wherher the 
Priſoners were da he flangbtered ta a man, er not, they would go to war im- 
mediately.. Vanſittart, on this declaration, had conſented to an immediate 
war; but he kept the paper carefully by him: and now he preſented ir 
open to the Council of England, and aſked, whether they cone ei ved now = 
chat the flaughter: was imputable to him, or to the members of the 
Council; and he added, that if they had the leaſt doubt about the 
matter; it would ſoon be cleared up by inſpecting the paper. This paper 
in reality turned the tide in bis favor; and the members of the Engliſh 
Council, on ſeeing the contents, applauded his penetration, and con- 
ceived as much cſtecm for his — of _— as es aan noe 
Job * Belt A | cipitancy 


* 
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cipitancy of * * But there was ide miſdemeanor which thoſe 
accuſers wanted to faſten upon him; and 1t was this, that he had fotborne 
trading in falt on the Company's account, although he knew that ſuch 
an article of trade would produce immenſe benefits, when exported 
duty- free to diſtant places; - inſtead of which, he had left it entirely to the 
Indians. To this new charge Shems-ed-d68lah- anſwered, by ac- 
ic knowledging the immenſe benefits that might have accrued from trading 
« jn falt for the Company's account but he added, that he had been over- 
« awed; by 4 variety of conſiderations ariſing on that ſubject; and had 
« been deterred from the attempt, on refleRting on the various branches of 
tc trade already enjoyed by the Company throughout the whole country: that 
te ſhould ĩt be admitted, that the inhabitants of Bengal conſiſted of five kinds 
« of men; to wit, ſervants to government, handicraftſmen, merchants, labour- 
« ers, and neceſſitous people, that is old and poor men; it would be found 
ce that the ſervants of government alone amounted: to ſeveral hundred 
* thouſands, who had no other way of ſubſiſting than by dealing in alt, 
e from which article, by- the- bye, they were wholly debarred in the Compa- 
« ny's own dominions: that to:thoſe myriades muſt be added another multi- 
« titude that have ſubſiſted entirely by trade, at a time when the Com- 
« pany was enjoying but a part of the trade of Bengal, whereas now it 
« enjoys the whole; and another multitude of the better ſort again, which 
being accuſtomed to ſubſiſt by ſerving in the cavalry, had found now 
* that ſuch a ſpecies of ſervice was entirely diſregarded, and had be- 
7 täken themſelves to merchandizipg; f it is then for thoſe multitudes, 
« added he, that I have leſt alone that branch of trade which might afford 
« them a livelihood ; multitudes that amount to as much again as all 
ce the people in England and in the Company's ſervice put together; my 
« views having always been, that there might remain ſome veil over our 
« ſyſtem; and that every man in Bengal, fhould not become our perſonal ene- 
my: In one word, I-was fearful, leſt the whole nation, already oppreſſed by 
« our "traders; and * the Company 8 . might be driven to 

| _ & deſpair 
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4 deſpair; on finding that our knife has cut deep, ind to the very bone. 
« What if times are not all of one tenor? what if a change of events * don Nabi, 
between the go- 


« ſhouldtake place? would you chuſe then to have every one of thoſe people OTE the 
turn out upon you, as your ſworn enemies?” This ſpeech of Vanſittart's 

was greatly applauded by the wiſe men of thoſe parts, and they expreſſed 

their contempt of his accuſers in ſtrong terms: in fact theſe ſentences 

were very pithy, and thoſe admonitions proved full of penetration 

and of good ſenſe. And what if hir adverſaries bad been told, that 

ruling and government need the aſſent and ſatisfation of the govern- 

el; and that it was far from: tae it's" account in the injury and 

reinaf the fubjet 2 (> 169 f 60 


If thou haſt edel ini. let me « kiſs thy wiſdom ; 
But if thou art inſenſible, what a pity, and what a pity ! | 


Mr. Vanſittart having come off victorious from thoſe accuſations, be- 
came henceforward ſo conſpicuous, chat thoſe who had the power of 
binding and looſing in that country, conceived that there was no man 
fitter for the purpoſe of introducing order and regularity in that diſ- 
tracted country, than himſelf. After his departure, they ſen ſome 
farther orders for his peruſal. Misfortune would have it ſo, that the | 
ſhip which carried him was ſwallowed. up by the ſea, in ſuch a man- Governor Van- 


fittart ſent back, 


ner, that no intelligence and no veſtige could ever be diſcovered of oo * to 
, enga * be- 


her in any part of the world. When this piece of news reached En- ie aa. 
gland, the wiſe men of that country, after a thorough, examination of 
the caſe, reſolved, that in ſuch a conjuncture they had not one perſon 
equal to Mr. Vanſittart, and none fit to make amends for his loſs, but Mr. 
Huſhtin, who was the very man fit to be ſent, and to be ſeated in 
his ſtead.” The ſaid Maſter was then Barä- ſahäb or Governor of Arcat 
in Decan (24) they therefore made haſte to ſend him an order to depart. 


nn = Mahmed- ali-qhan i is only a nominal G of the province of Arcati in Decan, 
the people of Hindoſtan make no account of him, but always reckon that the governor of 
Madraſt, or as they call it, Mendradj, or Chinnapatan, is in der Viceroy of Arcat. 


for 
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for Calcutta, where he was to take charge of the affairs of that coun- 
try; to peruſe the Company's diſpatches; and likewiſe to attend to the in- 
ſtructions deſtined. for Mr. Vanſittart, which he was to put in execution, 
in the manner which he might think covenable. At the ſame time 
they diſpatched another packet to Calcutta, with injunctions to leave 
cloſed and ſealed the inſtructions deſtined” ſor Mr. Vanfittart, until 
Mr. Huſhtin himſelf ſhould open and peruſe them. Theſe two orders 
having reached their two deſtinatiohs, Mr. Huſhtin went from Mendtadj 
to Calcutta, where the packet, that is the letter of the European council, 
containing the inſtructions and orders, had been kept under ſeal; and 
Mr. Huſhtin during the three months which Mr. Cartier remained 4 in. Calcutta, he 


arrives asGover- 


LE contented himſelf with acting only as his ſecond in the government: but 
123 he availed himſelf of thoſe three months to ſpend days and nights in pe- 
ee, ruling the papers relative to paſt tranſaktions, and, alſo in meditating upon 

the orders and inſtructions brought by the ſaid packet. At the end of 

that time, which probably was the term fixed for Mr. Cartier's admini- 

ſtration, he took his poſt in the Governor s chair, and in a few: days after, 

W . diſpatched orders for puting Mahmed-reza-Qhan, and Shytab-Ray under 
oy: AT arreſt, and for bringing them to Caleutta. The. two orders were addreſſed 

E "to Mr, Gram, (John Graham) Chief of Moorſhoodabad, with ſo much 

no ſecrecy that Mr. Vanſittart, Chief of Aazym-abad, knew nothing of them, 
But it is reported that Mr. Gram, who was a great friend of Mahmed- 


reza- -qhan' s, had ſaid, that ſince his endeayors had, failed in ſaving and 
ſheltering that miniſter, it was proper that Shytap: Ray, who was in a ſimi- 
lar office, and upon ill terms with Mahmed-reza-qhan, (but for - whoſe 
depoſition and arreſt there was no order from Europe) ſhould partake. of 
the other's diſgrace. Djon Gram, in conſequence of ſuch management, 
wrote ſuch letters to the Governor, that he obtained an order for . recalling 
Shytab-Riy alſo, and for puting him-in confinement, as welt as Mahmed- 
reza-qhan, God preſerve the innocent from. ſuch en and ſuch par- 
tialities! | be MI LG I, 


# 


Ms. 


| this Governor's orders. directed to him, were ſuddenly brought in. He 


( 419 * 
n Ms. Thax-onamk was at ſupper in the "RE one of his nation, when 


quitted the company ſooner than uſual, and repaired to his houſe, from 
whence he wrote a note to a Captain of troaps; and ſtraight this piece of 
intelligence was carried, I know not how, in the very words to Mahmed- 


reza-qhan. But he was ſo full of the authority which he enjoyed, chat 


he paid no ſregard to the intelligence, but recommenced another nap, with 
the utmoſt neglect and ſecurity. There remained no more than one hour 
of night, when the Captain with a battalion of Talingas arrived cloſe to 
Nyſhat-bagh, accompanied by Mr. Anderſon, and he ſtopped at the gate. 
Mr. Anderſon, with ſome ſervants, went into the Navvab's apartment, and 
afier intimating the Governor's order, upon which he condoled with. him, 
he added, that there was no intention to do him any harm, or to make 
him uneaſy at all on any account: but that ſuch an order had come, and 
muſt be obeyed. As Mahmed-reza-qhan had neither the heart or the 
power to make the leaſt. reſiſtance, he inclined the head in token of ſub- 
miſſion, and conſented to whatever was required of him. The Captain 
of troops, after diſmiſſing - Mahmed-reza-qhan's Talingas, placed his 
own in every place and every ſpot, as a guard, vith injunctions to offer no 
rudeneſs and no oppoſition to any of that Miniſter's fervants, or to any 


of his viſitors; but only to ſend their commander immediate notice, ſhould 


any of theſe offer any reſiſtance: they had orders alſo to behave reſ- 
pectfully to that Miniſter; but to hinder any thing from being carried 
out zof the palace, and even co take care that himſelf ſhould not 
walk in the precincts of the garden, -unaccompanied. After ſuch a 

regulation, a Lieutenant, (which is an officer next in rank to a Cap- 
tain), was diſpatehed with a detachment to that Miniſter's Palace in 
town, which Palace goes * the e 3 (25), and contains 


* "OY 


7 W _ — c 3 c 


7 Nos. abt 475 new:belie: it is a Palace, raiſed and fitted in the 
Hiidoftany- manner. But Niſhat-bagh, or the garden of intoxicating pleaſures, is 
an elegant” 2 FR ge EY er furniſned, and en . 
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the apartments of his ladies: : Tach Talingas of the Ministers as TA had 


found - on duty, were left as ery were; but he ſtationed © an equal 
number of his own men at every door and' every pate; without offer- 


ing, however, any injury to any one, or even puting any queſtion to 


a ſingle man. This revolution affected differently the principal per- 


ſons of Moorſhoodabad: and it was expected that Menny-Begum, who 


had her mind ſo obſcured by the duſt of coldneſs and diſcontent 
as to wiſh for Mahmed-reza-qhan's diſgrace,” would now avail herſelf 
of fo fair an opportunity to complete his ruf. But chat Princeſs, on 
the contrary, had generoſity. enough to forbear her purſuit, and bene- 
volence enough to ſeek that Miniſter's releaſe, by every means and every 
endeavour in her power; and ſhe performed ſome manceuvres to that 
effect, which would have done much honor to an able man, verſed 
in buſineſs, It is with that ſame ſteadineſs, and uniformity of conduct, 
that 'ſhe remained attached to Governor Huſhtin in the ſequel, when 


he came to be attacked by General Clavering, although it was a time 


of doubt and ſpeculation. | But ſhe' remained ſteady, without ever 
betraying the leaſt weakneſs, or committing any thing wrong. After 
Mahmed-reza-qhan's diſgrace, ſhe Was appointed tutrix to Mubarec- 
ed-d68lah, and inveſted with the inſpection and abſolute direction of 
whatever concerned the Nizamet or government of Bengal; (words, | 
which now ſignify no more than the houſehold of that young Prince).” To 
execuie the derail of that office, ſhe appointed for her Näib, or 
deputy, an Eunuch, who was now her ſervant, but who had once 
been a ſlave to the forgiven Navvab Iſſac-qhan. Unfortunately Itbar- 


ali-qhan (for ſuch was the Eunuch's name) was a man of a ſlow 
comprehenſion, and a diſtorted diſpoſition, narrow-minded, and of an 


unequal temper, Who gave a deal of trouble and uncafineſs to an 
infinity of Yon ag 2 and this proved the only” blemiſh * in that 
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| (5 . Eh "png. who know Ttbar-aali-qhan F (and, Fong Taf. 


lator is one of them), differ greatly from our Author in this portrait. 


They 


n 45 eee N 


* 


| Princefs 8 ode 8 although ſhe is not of a virtuous family, nor 


of a noble birth, yet ſhe. is a woman of infinite merit; and her 


| good ſenſe, as well as her ſteadineſs of temper, are never ſo remark- 


able, as when ſhe has any ſcheme to carry forward. For whatever 
ſhe has once undertaken, ſhe never fails to perform; as ſhe always finds 


ſome 8 to bring it to perfection. And had ſhe, brought herſelf 


to the practice of ſiting behind a curtain, and of hearing herſelf, from 
thence, the repreſentations . of | ſuirors, in order to determine them 


afterwards. with her deputy ; there. i is no doubt but the government of 


Moorſhoodabad, and the. direction of the. affairs. of the Nizamet, 
(at leaſt. ſuch as it is at the preſent day) would have never 
been taken out of her hands: inſtead. of that, ſhe gave herſelf up 
to the Eunuch entirely: a man, opinionated, deſtitute of ſenſe, and in- 
capable of the art of ruling. By that man's counſels ſhe reduced both 
 Mubarec-ed-do8lah, and his mother, Babboo-Begum, to 40 low a condition, 


(although ſhe herſelf had been, bred a ſlave girl in the houſe of Babboo- | 
Begum's father), that both the mother and ſon came at laſt to be bereft 


of all power, and ↄto loſe all credit and. conſideration, But it muſt be 
confeſſed that Muberec-ed-döglah deſerved no better uſage, as we ſhall 
. mention, after relating ſome other events of more importance, | 


* _ F 
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| WI have leſt Mahmed-rez reza-qhan wakes arreſt 240 with an Engliſh | 
pr upon him: he was in ſyſpenſe between fear and ſupplication, when 


there came a ſecond order from the Governor to bring him down to Cal- 


cutta; and hither he was ſene under the fame guard, which had been | 

already, charged with him; it was in the year of the Hedjrah 1186. "A 
vaſt concourſe of people, whether from a principle of rime-ſerving, or 
from a regard, to the” known adage, the night 15 Ferant; what fall 1 
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ng, fay, that ke; is a man of much” ſenſe; and very extenſive W but he 
has been a man in oſſice for a number of years, and in an office which chiefly conſiſted in re. 
zeckipng ſome people's requeſts, and in admiting others; and ſuch a ſtate of things can- 
ot fail of n much odium, aud mill greater envy. and jealouſy, * 


uur 
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A. v. 1772. 
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Bring forth to -morrbo? attended hit as far as Palaſfy, from OY 
they returned; but numbers, ho wanted to be beforchand with their 
rivals, went as far as Calcutta, from whence, on finding his affairs deſ- 
Perate, they retilthed, after -z ſhort ſtay: inſdmuch that none femained 
with him, but # certain fiutnber 'of e attached to him perſonally, 
Here it muſt be obſerved, that Calcutta is ah Httitfieriſe city, not unlike 
the ocean; no one cares for inother in the Engliſh territory ; andas Mahined- 
| \reza-qhan. was now within the Compatty's 'preditis, he experienced daily 
a gradual dlininutibn of that gat an cle boots vieh had been/hither- 
'ro conſtantly paid him: the attention to his concerns diminiſbed every day: 
is anſwers and Qemahls wert poſtponed and ſet by; and other buſineſs 
Taken in L and. Meanwhile Men Gram, ws was a warm friend to him, 
and ; a ' ratiger't to urbar, / Milling difftculties in ſupporting the former, 
contrived: to involve lie lättef in N ahmed- reza· qhan's misfortunes (al- 
*rhough probably there was no füch order from Europe); and he manag- 
ed fo dexteroully, 4 as to Have uch an order ſent d Rizm-abad. But 
; ſuch was the obliging behaviour * of the Radjah's, and:ſuch his art of con- 
ciliating the” minds of eve ery '6ne, Arik of giving alisfiation to all, that Mr. 
George Vaniſittart, * to whom the order Was alldreſſed, Cntented himſelf 
with adviſing ing Him to "repair to Calcutta before ſuch u day; And he carried 
his regard ſo far, that N ipforming him of the purport of his orders, 
he only adviſed him, as a friend, to rake Tuch * a Journey; nor did he diſ- 
cloſe the matter to him until about the end of the month & Selet, in the 
Shytab a year 1186: | to that there clapſed a whole month betwixt "his arreſt and that 


arreſted and | 
to Calan. "of Mahmed-reza-ghan' 85 'T he Radja, on the appointed day, got into his 


£7 


5 | badjara, and | proceeded on his journey to. Calcutta. Mr. Vannttart having 


appointed a company of Talingas, to do "kin honor, 620 ſecrer orders to 
the Soobadar, that is to the commander of i it, to ler him Proceed as far 
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e — —— — — R—_ 


das the: confines of the government of Aazim- abad, after which he was 
"himſelf 10 embark on the ame badjara, 1 of -attetidance;" but-wirh- 


„ eee the uſual er of Ehe Fi his be bow in the morniag, 
or 
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or of dhewing every mark of reſpect and regard, until he had carried him 
to Calcutta. Shytab-ray having been in this manner conducted to 
chat eit) s landed at the houſe which he had always uſed. But the detail of 
the anſwers and queſtions relative to theſe two priſoners, is not public, nor 
is it come to light how that affair ended: whenever it comes out, 
properly atteſted, mention ſhall be made we it in the continuation wh 
theſe . if it IR _ n 16771) des ferf$-4; Art d A 


— 


5 is + | 4 two montlis more the members of the councils of , cee 
Moorſhoodabad, and of Azim- abad received an order of the council of ke hare 7 
Calcutta, by which Radja Shytab-rày and Mahmed-reza-Qhan were de- thatprovince. 
clared diſmiſſed from their reſpective offices of inſpection over che im- 

perial Qhalifſah, (that is, over the eſtimate and collection of the im- 

perial revenue), with injunction to thoſe two provincial Councils, to take 

that buſineſs into their own hands. The next day, in the morning, 

Mr. Vanſittart — aſſembled in the imperial caſtle the principal 
men of the city, and the heads: of offices, - repaired himſelf thither, 

= his council; and having retired with them into a room apart, 

he tranſlated the ſupreme orders in Perſian, and gave them to the 
Moonſhy or ſecretary, Seradj- eddin- mohamed- qhan, with orders to read 

them in a loud voice to the whole aſſembly: to which he was to ex- 

plain them diſtinctly, article by article. The purport was, „that 
«'Maharadja Shytab-riy had been diſmiſſed from the office of 

5 Divan of the Imperial Revenue; and that the Council of Azim- 

1 © abad had been appointed to rule in his ſtead; to whoſe orders; of 

4 courſe, the officers of that office were to pay obedience; but that 

the ſaid Maharadja having been confirmed in his office of the 

« management of the Nizamet, they were therefore | to acknowledge 

te his authority in that branch. From that period, the Members of 

the Council, have continued in the management of the Qhaliſſa, or office 
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( 424.) 

of finances, ſingly, and in full: authority; without the aſſiſtance of any 
Hindoſtani Naiby or deputy; and altho' it is certain chat, long before this 
period, and ſo early as Mir-chaafer-Qhan's demiſe, the ' Engliſh had ever 
borne a ſovereign ſway in every thing, and had enjoyed full power every 

| where, yet upon the whole the management of the finances was in the hands 
of Mahmed-reza-Qhan and of | Shytab-ray; nor was it but ſome years 
A. D. 1771. after, that is, on the arrival of Governor Huſhtin in the year 1186 of 
. the Hedjrah, that the Engliſh gentlemen have accuſtomed themſelves to 
govern, without the - aſſiſtance of an Hindoſtanee Niib, or of any other 
creditable man from the natives; excepting however ſome clerks, and ſome 
other dependants of Mahmed-reza-Qhan's, and of Shytab- ray 's, which. 

were kept as regiſters and detail- men, but . ſtill under the abſolute con- 
troul and the ſole direction of the gentlemen of the Council. It is true 
chat the Engliſh retain at Calcutta a Gentoo, who is | ſon of | D818b-ram, 
and grandſon to Radja Djanki-ram, one of Aly-verdi-Qhar's "miniſters; 
but it is only forty ſhow; and although he bears the name of Divan of the 
Imperial Qbaliſfah, he is in fact no more than a clerk to Mr. Doocreel, 
(Ducarel) and to every Engliſhman that ſhall be appointed real Divan 
or ſuperintendent of that office. Who knows what ſhall e, next? 

F Bade | 
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. be b che year ROD Qhyaliram went to Caleutta, 
where he took a leaſe of the revenues of Azim-abad, partly on his own 
account, and the reſt on account of Radja Caalyan-ſing, ſon to Shytäb- 
5 ray: but he was hardly returned, when there aroſe feuds and b heart - burn- 
ings between them both: in à lictle time Qbyaly-ram, and after him Sa- 
dooram, were ſent into confinement, and difgraced, ſo as to loſe all credit: 
by which revolution Cnalyan- ſing was left in the vortex of neceſſity 


und embarraſſment, endeavoring in vain to collect the balances due from 
_ the 02 of thoſe two Gentoos, and from his own, 


The 
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| . 
The world is undone by the men of the world, 
| | & i Lhe pretence is Siavuſh and Afraſiab (26). 


Warn 8 and Shytab-riy arrived, under a « (dad: of E 
 Englih ſoldiers, at Calcutta, the Governor was preparing to take a journey 
to Moorſhoodabad, in order to acquire a knowledge of the affairs of 
Bengal; and to put them under proper management. But firſt of all, in 
compliance with the inſtructions arrived from his country, he ſuppreſſed 
the Council of twelve that had hitherto preſided over the affairs of all 
Bengal; and in their ſtead he eſtabliſhed a Committee of five, of which 
himſelf was the head. Mr. Barwell, who arrived at the end of the year, 
was the fourth of that Council; but at the end of a twelve month, he 
went home: . the names of the three others I do not know, The ten or 
twelve former Counſellors were ordered to overſee the Company's mer- 
cantile affairs, but under the countroul of the Committee. Committee 
ſignifies an aſſembly that has full authority to bind and looſe all matters, 
high or low, relative to this country, whether for making conqueſts, for 
waging war againſt, obſtinate Princes at the head of armies, or for making 
peace with thoſe who are abandoned by fortune, and ſubmit to their fate: 
all. theſe matters, and many more of that importance, are all determined 
in that aſſembly, in ſuch a manner as they think convenable, The 
Governor, after having taken theſe arrangements, ſet out in the month 

of the firſt Rabi of the year 1186, and came by himſelf, or only with ſome 
Members of the Committee; to Moorſhoodabad; where he ſpent about 

two months and an half in putting in order the affairs of the country, and 

in diſmiſſing or. confirming ſome officers and other perſons who had been 
concerned in railing or depreſſing Mahmed- reza-Qhan's power; after: Corernor Huſh. 


tin reduces the 


which he returned to Calcutta: he reduced the Nazym's, or Nominal Naeh a allow- 


ance from twen- 


Navvab's allowance, from twenty-four lacs a year to fixteen;:and out of OE 
| regard to Mubarec-ed-do8lah's tender ae "_ left the — of that 


* A 
(26) Two Antient Kings of Parka 5 Ge of 'whom 3 in particular ocealioned very 
| oP Wars. 


ſum 


014%; 


ſum to Menny-begum's diſcretion. ' It was deſtined to defray the 
houſehold expences of the young Navvab's, as well as "ſome: articles of 
luxury and parade, cuſtomary with the princes of theſe countries: " likewiſe 
to pay a number of penſions to Mir-djaafer-Qhan's relations, and to 
the women with whom he had cohabited, as well as to ſoit" of the 
deſcendants of Aaly-verdy-Qhan: laſlly, to afford ſome reſource to a 
number of deſerving perſons, to whom much attention had always been 
paid by former Nazems. In the like manner, a ſmall fun vas allowed 
for the ſubſiſtence of ſome families allied to that of the young Prince” s. 
A like ſum was made up for the decayed families of Azim-abad, dif 
ferent from the ſalary: allowed to the Nazym of that place, who is how 
Shyrab-riy's .ſon: but as this ſum is not confounded in that allowed to 
the Nazym, it is regularly paid to the proper perſons, © without any 
charges; whereas that of Moorſhoodabad being not kept diſtinct from 
the Nazem's allowance, it falls within the diſpoſal of his officers, and 
of his Naib, all men, who being changed or diſmiſſed every ſecond or 
third year, "(whilſt thoſe actually in office are perpetually buſy in un- 
dermining each other's dependants and friends), unavoidably become co- 
vetous, and think of nothing but of the various arts of filling their own purſes, 
without minding the penſioners, who are always left in the lurch. For theſe 
poor people, who are numerous, and the remaining ſtock of the antient no- 
bility, being kept out of their penſions, ſome for ſixteen and ſome for taenty- 


five months together, loſe very often the whole of their arrears: it being 
cuſtomary to make them ſign a receipt in full, under ſolemn promiſes of 
their being henceforward paid regularly, and afterwards to inform them 
chat upon inquiry, it is found that the treaſury is unable to ge 
the balances due; but moſt affuredly would be put for the future up- 
on a better footing: and the officers and clerks, having thereby got 
2 teleaſe, fall anew into the practices of their predeceſſors. 80 that 
thoſe ill-fated men, and eſpecially the Moorſhoodabad penſioners, who 
in theſe hard times have not a ſingle reſource under the canopy of 


„ 5 

the, any: heaven, . are reduced to ſuch nn as God relieve 
mankind from; nor do their . circumſtances, , or the ſufferings. of the 
wretched, affect in the leaſt, either the Nazym, or his Naih (23) r 5 Te 
the, Begums, or any of the, men in power, or any of the officers of 

Juſtices: and yet, were even that ſum which i Is fixed, to be diſtributed pro- 

perly, and according to the rules of common ſenſe; and commiſeration, 
numbers of people would thereby get ,a ſufficient ſubſiſtence, and paſs 

their lives in ſome comfort. But ſuch is their hard fate, that their 

rulers and adminiſtrators, regardleſs of the tears of mankind, and un- 

mindful of the fear of God, remain entirely inſeaſible : being . them» 
{elves incapable of any ſenſe. 'of honour, and fearteſs. of any danger 
from the publicity of the facts; whilſt, in matters which cannot con- 
duce to either their happineſs, in this world, or their ſaſety in the 
other, they ſpend thouſands and thouſands, nay lacs and lacs, and 8 
never abate from their vanities and miſdemeanours ; as. we ſhall; men- 
tion, ſhortly, if it pleaſes God, when. we ſhall. by-and-bye ſay, ſome- 
ching of their lives, although only as. one would mention an unity out + 

of a thouſand, or ſhew a ſample out of a heap. But this is enough at 

preſent upon ſo. SERENE a ſubje&; let us revert to politicks. VS ho Deg 5 


kn 
, by 


T HE Governor, after DE finiſhed the buſineſs which he had in 
mind, returned to Calcutta, and on a Tueſday the fixth or ſixteenth | 
of the month of the Second Djemady, in the year 1186, he arrived 
in that city: where he ordered the Committee to commence the il 
of Mahmed- reza-Qhan, and of Shytab- -ray, in ſuch a manner, FO each 
of them ſhould. be carried to make his anſwers and queſtions ſcparate- 
ly, and upon alternate days. They commenced with Shytab- ray N but 
as this man had with him ſome deciſive papers, and the hem of his gar- 
ment was free from any dirt; as there did not ſubſiſt againſt him any 
ſuch grave accuſations, nor any ſuch high diſcontents, EO might ſpoil 
his affairs, (vhich, by-the-bye, Was _— the caſe of Mahmed- 
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Trial of Shy. rea- Qua s,) his trial was ſoon cloſed: his conduck f proved 


wn mai free From ie" Biemiüfes and FR ſteps of Which Ee hatt Beten . 
ed and accuſed, inſomuch that after a year's conferences and diſcuſſions 
he was Honbrably iuitted,”" The "G 6vernor,” and alf che Members" of 

the Committee, after many excuſes and much "apology; ſhewed® him every 
Kindneſs imagiHable 3 and they * ſent him back to his office, * with a 

letter conceived in theſe tertßhs. 44 They confeſſed,” that the ſuſpicions 

on Shy tab-ray's fidelity, Which for certain "reaſons had found their 

1 way into the minds of the Committee of Calcutta and of the Supreme 

« rulers in Eufope, had proved, after a very long, and a very exact 
examination, deſtitute of any foundation; and that nothing had ap- 

6 Wha from that excellent man, but proofs of fidelity, fair attachment, 

and zeal: that it followed therefore that the hard treatment he had ex- 

ec perienced, had been unmerited; and far from what his valuable ſervices 

< had deſerved:“ To this they added a dreſs'of honor ſuitable to his rank 

and merits, with an elephant and a number of jewels; and he was diſmiſ- 

ſed to his former ſtation of aſſociate in the council of Azim- abad. But 

And fent the man had already broke his heart: accuſtomed theſe many years to the 


back to his for- 


_—_ A a Va. kindneſſes and careſfes of the Engliſh Rulers, he could not brook the ill 


* return he had received for the many valuable ſervices he had rendered the 


ſtate. He fell into a deſpondent ſtate of mind, and took a diſlike againſt 
all the world, as well as againſt his own life, The truth is, that his pre- 
deſtined time being likewiſe at hand, a flight looſeneſs, which chanced 
to come upon him on his arrival at Azim-abad, turned into a violent flux, 
and made him covet victuals and things he was not accuſtomed to. The 
ſteadineſs of his mind, and his uſual temper forſook him; and he hence- 
forward made no diſtinction between what was hurtful, and what was be- 
neficial to him. It is true that the learned Faiz-aly, (whom may this 
ſalute of mine reach at ſome lucky hour!) a famous phyſician, who in 
theſe days has not his equal at Azim-abad, had attended him ſome time; 
and chere appeared evident ſigns of his good management having been 

beneficial ; 


Wd, 3 | | | . $7 8 ; ( 429 ) 


bleticlat;” but there were about the fick man's perſon ſome ſy cophants, 

and illiberal men, who, made it a point to repreſent me (who was one of 
Mr. Vanſittart's friends), as inimical to his welfare; and at laſt found 

means to remove from his perſon the phyſician above, who then lived 
with me, after having repreſented his juſt” reprimands, and his unfeigned 
zeal; together with his attachment to me, as ſo many proofs. of hatred and 

| enmity; infomuch that when the fick man was forced by neceſſity to * 
recal him again, and he heard him ſtrongly recommend his abſtaining | 
from the many compound medicines which ignorant perſons of all ſorts 
uſed to prepare in ſecret for him, this ill-fated man, already priſoner to 
death, abſtained altogether from all phyſick, and left the whole to the 
courſe of nature: nevertheleſs, in conſequence of the ſolicitations of the 
Gentlemen of the Council, who ſo far from being inimical to him, were 
ſincerely deſirous of his recovery, he applied to a doctor, which in Eng- 
liſh ſignifies a phyſician; but this doctor having conjectured that it was 
proper to evacuate and remove out of his body the impure mixture which 
had taken conſiſtence in it, he gave him a purging doſe, by which the 
ſick man's ſtomach, already reduced to extreme debility, became weaker 
and n and at laſt loſt all "hide of digeſtion. 7 


Rabl 3 originally a Cahtri (28 hy tribe, was a Kahut-ſuka- 
11 by race, and born at Shah: jehan-abad. He was bred in the family 
of Semſam-ed-d68lah, ſon to another Semſam- ed- dog lah, better known 
under che name of Qhand68ran, Lord of Lords to Mahmed-ſhah; and 
he commenced by geting into the ſervice of one Aga, ſolèiman, a Geor- 
gian, who was ſlave and Reward to Semſam-ed-döglah, as well as every 
thing in his houſe, He had at firſt but a ſmall ſalary; but by his abi- 
lities in buſineſs, and by his meritorious ſervices, he ſoon became the 
center of all buſineſs in Aga Soleiman's houſe, and of courſe the ( 


— —_— 


re et. 


(28) The wi are one of the four grand tribes or races; into which the Hindoog 
are divided: it is the ſecond, The  Suca-ſuns, are a {ubdiviſien ; and there is an infinity 


of ſubdivifions, wi Mo | 1 


abſolute 
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He was a man of great ſenſe,” a” miniſter knowing in bufineſs, and a 


Arilliant cha- 


racter of Sby- 
tab- ray · 


want either courage or proweſs upon an emergency ; and although 


| ſeemed neither fatigued with the number, nor impatiented 9 gh ſin- 


repaiting to the manſions: of God's mercy; and on that capital's be- 


Divanſhip of Arim-abad, with the management of the Djaghirs/-of 


armed envy itſelf. He eomprehended at once, and at the very firſt 


outſet, the intent of every one's ſupplication; and he uſed to grant 


the petitioner's rank: never chiding or reprimanding any one, or ma- 


abſolute” riller df gemein A s „Ol ars nobleithitn's 


coming a cotinuat- ſcene of tevolutions; he conbluded that there 
was no ſafery for him in thoſe parts; and he obtained the imperial 


his maſter's ſon, being the diſtricts of Poluch and Malda in Bengal. 
Thus provided, he came into theſe Eaſtern countries; - and, as it has 
been already mentioned, ſoon raiſed bimſelf to the ſumttut of power. 


clerk of a quick difpatch, keen, and full of penetration in ebery 
thing he took in hand; and he had ſo many other valuable qwakties be- 
fides, that 1 always "thought him the moſt deſerving} and the 
ableſt man amongſt the moſt eminent men of Hindoſtan. Although 
originally a © clerk and a penman, he proved that he did not 


he had ſeen himſelf courted by Vezirs and by Emperors, neverthe- 
leſs he had ſo little pride about him, that he behaved to men of 
virtue or of diſtinction with a modeſty and an humility that diſ⸗- 


it with a deal of condeſcenſion, if he had it in his power, and the 
ſubject deſerved it; or elſe, he would offer a handſome 'excuſe, in a 
condoling language: fo that Bo petitioner ever went away from his ; 
preſence, diſſatisfied or diſcontented: perpetually in the hurry of buſi- 
neſs, and in conference with a variety of people, from day-break till 
noon- day, and from the evening to three 0 clock in the morning, he 
gularity and extravagance of the demands endleſsly crowding updo him; 
but would, attend to every one with a regard always proportioned to 


king uſe of a. -harſh or diſhoneſt — nor did ever a word of 
abuſe 


Can ) 


vaſe on-rudeneſs come out of Mie Müh Keen and knowing in every 
thing, and well appriſed of the priees of all kinds of wares, he never 
diſputed with merchants; but Would give them a handſome price at 
once; nor would he admit ſtingineſs or : axconomy, whenever he want- 
ed to make a preſent. Fond of living high and with elegance, he 
uſed" to procure from diſtant; cheap places; ſuch proviſions as he want- 
ed for his own | uſe; endeavouring to reconcile that taſte of his with 
the dimenſions of his purſe. Magnificent and generous in his houſe- 
hold, he ſtrove as much as his finances could afford, to live up to 
che grandeur, and hoſpitality of a midling Omrah of Hindoſtan. Por 
on the very arrival of ſome perſon of diſtinction in town, he would 
ſend him, according to his rank and ſtation; à number of tables coverz- 
ed with a' variety of ſweetmeats, delicacies, and dreſſed victuals, of which 
he had always quantities made with the utmoſt nicety and atten- 
tion. In the entertainments and feaſts which he uſed often to give, 
he always imitated the ſplendidneſs and the cuſtoms of the Mo- 
ghuls (29). and when at table, he uſed to invite his gueſts with the 
utmoſt [politeneſs and courteſy to taſte of | ſuch and fuch particular 
delicacies. But his modeſty and ſenſe of decorum were ſuch, that no man, 
not even his neareſt relatiohs; have ever ſeen him repair to the 
apartments of 'a woman, called Ram-di', of whom he was very 
fond, and to whom he ſhewed a conſtant attachment: nor could 
any one ſdy at what particular time he repaired into the inner 
apartments of his women, nor when he came out. His conſort, a 
perſon of his own tribe, from whom he had his two ſons, Calyan-ſing 
and Bagvaany-ſing, he kept no connections with this long while; but 
ke entertained her at a ſwall diſtance from his own 1 palace, i in a houſe 


—_Þ 
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(29 Although "the Moghul, that 4 1s the 8 way of living, is 10 very infe- | 
rior to an European table, both for the variety and coſtlineſs of the victuals, and 
for the ,expenſiveneſs of liquors and other articles, yet ſuch as it is, it is incompara- 
bl ly. faperior to the Hindoo or Gentoo way of living: the very Radjahs and Kings 
of that perſuaſion living with ſuch an abſtemiouſneſs As would EI out of their 


holes, fall the — of 8 fo EE FRA EIS | 
8 expreſoly 
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expreſſly buile ſer her 1 and. ihither he ann 
in the year; ar theſe ſtated times preſeaibed; by the Gentoo lawn but in 
2 ſecret mannet however, that his yides were very, ſeldom non to any 
His behaviour to ſome perſons inimical to bis welfaze, was no les 
1 theſe having found acceſs to ſoeme Engliſhman in office, for 
inſtance, to the chief of -Azim-abad, had grown-ſo. jealous of his great- 
neſs, that when they came to be complimented; with, ſome concern in 
the, Company's affairs, or wick ſome; other adyantage, they had in 4 
courſe of years ſo far eſtranged; themſelves from him, as, te expreſs their 
enmity. in every thing in their power; and with fuch{ a conduct he uſed; 
e put vp. But the moment a change of times had taken place, or 
any diſgrace had happened to them which: mighn endanger their honor 
or cheit fortune, he from that moment forgot the paſt.) and flew bo their 
aſſiſtance with all his might and influence: from that moment, he! turned 
his om breaſt into a. ſhield and bucklen for tham, and would exert 
| bimſelf ſo ſtrenouſly, as often to. reſcus them from! perdition. Whenever 
he heard of any one come from Shah- djehan-abad, he uſed to ſend! for 
| him, and if he happened to be of his aequaintandes and. in diſtreſs, he never 
failed to relieve him in; the beſt, manner he could; afford but as his 
own ſalary was ſmall, and not-exeeeding what had been appointed;, andi 
he. did not chuſe. to, lay; a finger upon any thingr, belonging to» the-go- 
vernment; he- contrived to give: him a--penſionz and when het found: it 
inadequate, andi could not afford to givela: better ane her uſecd to employ 
him abroad in the, collections oß the- revenue, in ſuctha manner as 
he might benefit; by: the employmenta ./ but when« matters didi not ſueceed 
to, his, mind, even, in this, manner, his method was then to ſund for the 
parſon, and alter having. excuſed: himſelf in at rational manner; be ended 
his apology by making him a handſome” preſent, over and” above a ſuffi- 
cient ſum to carry him back;. and he always | finiſhed: his. compliment by 
diſmiſſing him with politeneſs and regrets” Sttehi-ferif.eddin-moham- 
mad, a. deſcendant, of. the Proto-mactyz-ShohLaid-mahawmaned, ( whoſe, 
«249% 4 bo 4336 Ration 
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deny indy Caf ent 86's liche on- wat ar ag ſeatned;, plöüs man, 
and one of the principal citizens of ( 30) Netjef- athreff (the hobility 
and Hotiniefs' of which fpot may Goc augtment 1) wh, orged by necelnity, 
and by the diſſreſs into which be Hack fallen, throbgk ſbtris accident, hac 
coneeived a deſigte of repairing to India; on fiedritg: of tke optilence of 
che country, anck of the rich preſents made, and tlie high regard paid by 
che Sanders of that land to the officers arid fervants of the ſ:blithe 
Places, and to thoſe that had lived in; or had viſited the holy cities; 
tand indeed fach was the cuſtom in India when the ernpire was yet in 
is luſtre). In theſe hopes Re arrived in Hoogly, in his eigkitiech year, 
and for à full year made 4 ſhift to live in that city and in Moors 
ſhoodabad; but although borh the Nazem of Bengal, as well as his 
Nad or Heutenant (31), were men of mich wealth and power, both 
Mofulinen, and both ſerved by dependants rich and opulent, yet no one 8 
took ſufficient notice of his circumſtances; fo that the venerable old 

man reſolvec to try his fortune elſewhere; arid he ſet out for A8d' and 
Lucnow, the capitals of SHudja-ed-d68lah's dominions, as well as for Tlah- 

abad, then the capital and reſidence of the Emperor Shah-aalam. On his way 
thither he 'artived at Azim-abad; where having had myſelf the honor to 

pay Him # viſit, I procured: the fame advantage to Radja Shytäb ray. 

Fhis Miniſter, on lis firſt hearing of that venerable man's arrival, and cir- 
cumſtances, got into His paleky, and altho* a Gentoo, he left at the 

door” his“ retinue © and infignia, and went in only with one or two 
ſervants, and no otlier company than Mit-cavam-eddin-Qhan; he made 

his Bow with the utmoſt modeltx and reſpeck and Whatever inſtances . 


— —-„—- — — — — = 7 
(30) Nedjef-Eſhreff, ſignifies the holy ſpot have the” waters, * fact it is a ſpot 7 
ways free from the intntitions' of the Forat, or- Euphrates, wheredn Ali, the cou- 
fin and ſon - in- law of Mahomet, is entombed, Hence the city of - C8fah' itſelf bears 
no other name than that of Nedjeff-Rſhreff. This ſpot as well as Kerbella, near 
Bagdad, where Huſſein; ſon to Ali, is entombed, is always defigned by the words 
the ſublime, place, ſor it is osly Mecca, the 1 N 0 ee the” illaminated, 
that. are deſigned by the words holy” cities © 


(31): MabaterzedideBlity and böte deputy; Maknied-reza:Qhh, 5 ; 


—— 1 


Were 


Se 
o Fi 


* * 


—_ =. 4. 
— — — 
oa 


- - 


— 2 
—U GC. * - — . —— — - 
— —— — ——— ——_——— RN — 
_ _— _— 


0 


— 


— 
—  4- 


—- — = — — 
—_— 


n - » 
- Ls * 
— . 7˖—*E[ ̃ ̃ ² — — — 
* — —— — 


3 _— 
— 4. 4 — 


* - kW -. 


n 
- — — 
— 2223 


1 


- 
: 
\ | 
*3 
N 
U 
4 ce: 
, 
' 
, 
i 
4 
, 
1 
. 
bo . 
1 F 
* # 
| 
N 


—— 


—  - 


EC 
— — — — 


1 


| 


* * * 
—— — wy Poconos ͤ—U— —— b 1 — — 
4 a * pa — 


{ 
|. 
| 
| 
[ 
N 
þ 
| 


— 


_ 


—— 


— — 


S x» 


——ä—ä—— s ——2—⅛ͤ Su. —— — —— — — 
— 
8 


* — __ ä—ͤ— — — — — 
—— — — = 
— 


-- 
— 


—_ — - * — 
— — —— — — — — 
- — — — —_ 
. 


— 


upon it, but took bis place on a corner of the carpet, whereon the. 
With a reſpectful poſture. In the evening, which was the time ap- | 
| carpet, forbidding all his. people to intrude upon him during the 


| whole viſit, The holy man having ſet out with me after the evening 


E having paid him a profound bow, he took him by the hand, and 


- — — —— 
- 
© - 
* 


could not help expreſſing himſelf. i in theſe words: «I: wiſh, ſir, that 


| forgiven. Zehir hoſſtin-Qhan,, he ſent, after him, by the hands of a 


as in livelineſs and colour. 
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were made by, the holy, man for his taking his ſeat upon a d 
which he had provided for- the purpoſe, . he coaſtantiy declined ſitting 


old man was kirring ; and after having. ſpent a full hour in his com- 
pany, and obtained his acceptance of an entertainment, he withdrew 


pointed, he ordered, to be ſpread. for him a ſuperb meſned, uſed by 
himſelf only on feſtival days, and chen took his ſeat upon a ſmall white 


prayers, was met by the Raga, in the very middle of the yard, where 


conducted him wo the meſl ned ſpread 85 him, and there entertained 
him in ſuch an humble, pious, manner, that the Sheih, highly. ſatisfied, 


10 God had given alſo to the Muſſulmen of this Jain; a part of thoſe 
ec good qualities which he has beſtowed upon you,” As he ſpoke Arabick, 
the Radja did not underſtand him, and I ſerved as interpreter: the 
Rada, returned thanks for the compliment, and. obſerved how little he 
deſerved it; and an his departure, he preſented him with two tables 
covered with fine ſtuffs, ſuch as paired ſ ſhawls (3 x), kimghabs (+), choice 
clathes and other rich gifts: out of reſpect to him, he thought i it improper to 
bring any money in bis preſence; but. after his: departure,, and when 
the Sheh. was arrived with m in his company, to the houſe of the 


truſty ſervant, a bag of a thouſand _— which the e NOT 
ly in my hand, and which 1 We in 4 a Wen to the 
holy, hoary man. 1 


11 moin #1 Amen wh hh Vn! «Rc! nn N 

(31) Shawls, (a delicate, coltly fu, ak vt, known i in England, 72 are eld 2s well as 
preiented in couples. Kimqhabs are filk ſtuffs, ſprinkled over with gold and filver flowers. 
The beſt come from Gs djrat; for there is a manufacture of them at Banareſs, which altho' 


worked and inſpected by Gsdjraties, nevertheleſs affords ſtuffs * well 


Once 


( 


00 Over — Rnindtied' 4 perſon well * to Shywb<163, 
but alſp, a friend and a favorite of the Prime Miniſter Nakur- mul, 
Divan cf the imperial ia lifah of Hindoſtan, who. reſided; in Shah. 
diehan- abad; a man aũcuſtomed to go upon a par with Vezirs and 
Qunzahs; This perſom came fam Shah - djehan- abad, for the purpoſes of 
performing the ceremor) of the Gayah (32), a: rite which” the Gentoos 
perform for their departed parents, and which is for them a divine: inſtitu- 
tion N obligatory, that without it, they do not believe that the depai ted 
ſoula can be ſaved; On hs aſking, at his departure, a letter of recom- 
mendation for; Raja · Shytab· ray, Nakur-mul anſwered; . Maharadjs 
„ Shytab-ray- is one of your acquaintances, as well as myſelf, nor is 
ehe void of, eivility and good manners; and as we Geritoos have 
the performante of the above rite in high--veneration, and: hold ir! 
<<. highly: meritorious, doubtleſs he will not fail to oblige you! As for the let- 
ter you.requelt'of me, ãt may perhaps be of diſſervice to you. What, 
«© i my ſell· love does not bear to: write to him in a ſtyle ſuitable to the 
ce Ration and rank he now enjoys there? And What, if his ſelf love would 
© not beat a. ſtyle anſwerable ta the ſtation and rank he once held: 
e here? He now rubs his forehead againſt tlie third heaven; and the 
4 peruſal of my letter would; ſpoil your buſineſs. It mutt be obſerv- 
ech that Radia Shytab - rãy, in imitation of the moſt: attentive: and moſt 
ſenſible, grandees of Hindoſtan, uſed" to ſpend great -furns of money. in 
getting intelligence!; about” | every Soveteign and every Governor 
of, that gion, „ allowing; thoſe ia the ſecret, of affairs, month 
u and, reanyln penſions; and keeping for chat purpoſe in every 
Court. am agent he commütHe, o writing, without addition 
ar, 4 retrenehments; euer tirapſaRiog, and every ſpecch, worth) of 
| record. regularly tranſrgicings che ſame to other agents, ſtationmd for re- 
criving, che inte ligegge : Ne wonder then, if Shycab-rajy heing io well 
(320 e A töwif 2˙ chi Ur ifbur days wath ö f Ani Aba or Pa 15 is a „ 
of great pry for * ede We * from 8 n 
. F 8 ſerved, 
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| ſerved, this ſpeech. of Nakuramul g; Halben Butte steels Gn, 
in the very words that had bern uſed. On the firſt· interview therefore, 
with the perſon in queſtion, he contented hitmiſelſ wit gayilg to him: 
eg Sir, that a perſon like you ſhould come from aſb far; andi that his Ex- 
e cellency, the Ptirge-rainiſter;/ ſhould have not wrote me two lites on 
« your behalf, lobks vrry ſtrange, and is of bad omen for yo The 
perſon anſwered; that as himſelf had the honor to be of Shytab· ray 
quaintance, there Was nod need of a letter; for a the Prime miniſtef is 
a ſenſible man, he has unclerſtond that the Mahradja (Wy Lord) nchafis 
Shytabiriy, was hlready informed: of- the "incontion, Nöt fy! SHP"teplicd 
Shytab-rãy, not ſo. Then; rejvined the man, your lordſhip is welt anfrmed 
of the whole matter ;-an&cif that be the daſe;; there is no nechſſity for your 
putting any queſtions about iti ¶ Shytab-· riytb trends oſuch as Rate OH 
aly-ram, and: Mir: caVAin-eddlin-· hoſſc in Qhanj\dwhb were: preſent; under 
ſtood. not a word in the ãbove enigma g butrthbught it iriprepere to: put 
any: queſtions in-th& now gueſtis preſe nor: hdweverf after he wü departed; 
they caſked what was)ihernieading. of all that Myſtefious dialogue? Shytab- 
ray recited the! i intelligdnce he had Teceived;' and the very! words of che 
ſpeech, and then letpiefſed/2hitnfelfs in this: manner: . Sep ue be up with 
dim, if, it plega God?" ..vorttsdwhich had! ab referenet to what he knew 
himſelf; but Which no one couid aebmprehenda ſtill leſs cod. any one 
gueſs. what he meant byn that-Gxprefiion” of Hs! nor What®he ebuld do 
to one who (would hot meddie with bim When the peribmdn queſtion 
came to bę up̃an his departure Shytab⸗ dy made hit a. ſuitable preſent, 
and: put cinta/this: hands A letter for Nakupchulh Gbucbed in 1 very rel: 
pectful and very humble ſtyle, althaugtr he had no männer of expecta- 
tions from cha quarter; and ſtood diHο⁰ herd of any ſervice from” chat 
Miniſter: [cis to; this purport dec The Jetter you have honored me With 
i has Been i Ah object of pride anch confolätibtf for mie. It is'hbjiea, from” 
dhe good hifture, of your Exeallency's, character, that yop Mall yourh- | 
ec fe to o gladden by a ſmall token of you 2 hearts" ef thoſe 
ET | * 5 « your 
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And to this letter he added a curious preſent, to che amount of ten or twelve 


thouſand rupees, or even more; conſiſting of Atur of Augur (33), or Agal- 


la- wood; delicate cotton: linen, manufactured only in Bengal, and ſuch 


as is hardly to be procured. elſewhere; bed · ſtead feet, of Ivory; watches 


and clocks, made in Europe; luſtres and ſconces, of a glaſs that emulated 


rock-chryſtal; looking: glaſſes, of great dimenſions; and a variety of cu- 
FFF which- he entruſted to the above 


perſon. But the latter ſent them beforchand to Shah-djehan- abad, as 


he 1 to perform, his pilgrimage at Ghaya. Nakur-mull, on hearing 


of the words uttered by Shytab-ray, and of the manner, equally noble 
and delicate, in which be had acted, was loſt i in amazement; and ſaid, 
« This gentleman has acted with ſo much ſenſe. and. nobility, that he has 


« given me 2. leſſon from. afar, and has totally covered me. with ſhame 


ec "00 e 20 „ 12 55 e — 0 a 5 * 41 T 7 nit Y 
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"ew it was in the. famine. of 1183, that this Gngular man AVG a full 


opportunity of exhibiting. his character in the moſt advantageous light. | 
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This famine erf eee the ga o: Bab. as l as the * 
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kingdom of Bengal. 


provided in a handſome. manngr for che neceſſities of the Poor, of the 


decrepit, the old, and the diſtreſſed: and here is the method which he con- 
trived bor car purpoſe, Js 'thas Jreadfal year, when famine 00 morta- 
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yy The be dhod? called > Kagel India, and 8 by the Turks, 1 ang 
Arabs, yields, eſpecially at the knotty parts, a roſin, from which they extract an eſſence 
highly ſcented, and fo dear 45 to ſell even in Bengal for twenty-five times it's weight in 
f Wer.“ Some even prefer that eſſence to that of roſes; and in Hindoſtan, whither ät is im- 
ente from Bengal, it ſells füll as dear; that is, twice or thrice it's weight in gold. This 


ee, Which is now found only i in the Peninfula beyond the Ganges, and in thoſe parts 
of Bengal "tha t' border on it, is exceedingly ſcarce, and is hardly found, but when the 
rains and floods have torne it ftom it's place, and left it ſticking on the muddy ftiores. Thoſe 
that have been in the caſe of making uſe of Shiſhem or Seeſſoo- wood for common fuel, 
and have attended to the ſameneſs of ſmell, will be very much inclined to r that 
the Agur- tree muſt be . elſe but ſome Seeſoo- tree, grown very old. 
bybas 233K 


& your petitioners, 4 are doomed to live at ſuch a diſtance ges per 


lity, | 


A. P. 1773. 
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| liey, going hand in Rand, ſtalled: every whore, mowing doum mankind 
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by thouſands; Shytab-ra, who heard that the grain was à litthe cheaper, 
and in greater plenty, at Banares, ſtt apart a: fum of thirty: thouſand 


rupees, and directed that the boats and rowers belonging to his 
houſehold ſhould bring regularly to: Aaim- abad, three times a month, the 
grain provided wich thar ſum at Banates. This grain being, landed at 


Arim-abad, was fold at the Banares- price, whilſt- the boats were dif- 
patehed for another trip: by which maaagement there wete always boats 


landing and boats loading. In this anner, during the Whole time. which 
_ the famine laſted, his numerous boats, ' divided in three ſquattrons, were 
_ conſtantly employed in bringing corn; which his people fold ab the afigi- 
nil price, without loading it wicht the charges) zoſſes, and tranſport; and 


it was purchaſed by the neceſſitous, hbꝗ:ftocked to his granaties from 
all parts. But as- there were till ' vaſh numbers that could not afford to 
purchaſe grain ſo dear (34), he ordered them to be diuideck into four 
claſſes, which were wann; in three or four gardens, or ſeats, ſurrounded 


by walls, where they were | watched, as priſoners, by guards," bur daily 
— LLL 


— 


640 Rite ſells in general at Azi- a bad the! (rate of 12 pounds: avoirdupois for 
a. rupee; that is, for twenty-two pence. Engliſh ; Wheat at 1503 barley at 200 and 


Djevar, or African millet, as well as ſome other grains, at 300. Hence,” when 
grain ſells at thirty or forty pounds, sit did iu 1769-705 it becomes / 10 debt that 
the generality of people cannot afford to pay for it? The careleſſneſs, and inatten- 


tion of the Indians, (to ſay nothing of their ingratitude, that bane of the nation) 


are füch, that although thouſands: of 'necefſitous people were [daily fed at Caleurta, 


by ſeveral charitable Engliſh, who had elubbed- together for that purpoſe ; although 
in the year 1784 a daily diſtribation off wheat, was ordered at im-abad by Go- 
. vernor- Haſtings, at his private expence; although. the ſame year Mr. John, Wombwell, 


and ſame other Engliſ of Lucknow, had xeſcued. from, the jaws of imminent. death, 
to my certain. knowledge; | more; than two thouſand. people, whom they. uſed to feed 


every day for ſix months together; nevertheloſo, not one man amongſt the natives, 


at either Calcutta, Patna, or Lucknow; ever mentioned it in converſation, although [ 


put che queſtion/ to ſeveral: hundreds of the better ſort, and have been. endlefsly in- 


quiring from amongſt the poor: ſo that to this day theſe three events are as unknown 
amongſt the natives of Bengal, and as little minded or talked, of, as the five or fix 
ſcores of Englith ſmothered at Calcutta in 1756, or * urs or hu hundred maſ: 


ſacred at Patna in 176. C6400 50 H 391716. 
| atended 


* J 


attended as dale by a number of clerks; who kept an account of 
them, and were affiſted by a number of ſervants, who at ſtared cimes uſed 
to come loaded with victuals ready dreffed for the Muſulmen, and with | 
a variety of grain and pulſe ind a ſufficiency of earthen veſſels, and. 
of firewood, for the Gentoos; ; at the ſame time, feveral aſs loads 
of ſmall money, beſides. a quantity of opium, bang, tobacco, and 
oF variety of other ſuch articles, were diſtributed ſeverally to each 
perſon, according to the kind he was accuſtomed to uſe: and this 
happened every day, and without fail. On the report of ſuch generoſity, 
the Engliſh and Dutch took the hint, and on his example, lodged the 
poor i in ſeveral encloſures, where they were regularly fed, tended, and 
lodged. In this manner an immenſe multitude came to be reſcued from 
the jaws of imminent death. But in Moorſhoodabad, ſuch a proceeding 
never came into any one's head; and it is reported, that although Mah- 
med-reza-Qhan had been appointed inſpector of that branch of police, 
grain was often not to be had at any rate: for ſuch men as Mir-ſo- 
_ Kiman-Qhan, and ſome others like him, who had been appointed overſeers 
of the poor, proved ſo intent on their own intereſt, that ſo far from being 
able to procure plenty of grain, they were the foremoſt to uſe violent me- 
thods to engroſs it. Whenever any loaded boat chanced to come eſcorted 
| to the market by the government people, the grain was dragged away 
with force by ſome. one of the favourites of Mahmed-reza-Qhan's, and 
carried to their own houſes. Numbers of them were guilty of ſuch 
practices, eſpecially. Radja-Amret -fing, who gave himſelf all the airs of 
a ſweerheart of his maſter's, and made nothing of wreſting a boat - load of 
grain out of the hands of a number of famiſhed wretches, who had 


daun chem dyes upon it > Nor did any one trouble himſelf about 
"a. | | theſe 


7 It is not improper to mention here Manes olinh- Qhan, amongſt the ſervants 
of Mahmed-reza-Qhan's, who engroſſed the ſale of rice. This man, who was a me- 
nial ſervant of Mir-djaafer-Qhan's, and is now ſteward to Mahmed-reza-Qhan, is reputed 
worth eighteen lacs; but he was an acquaintance of the Author's. 

(*) There is no nation in the world ſo defective in common ſenſe, as the Indians, 


whenever they have a diſtribution to make to the poor. Look at that man who has 8 
| ay 
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theſe practices, or ba ſecuring the grain, or getting it fold at a rea- 


ſonable price; or about executing ſtri& juſtice againſt thoſe engroſſers; 
and matters roſe at laſt to ſuch a height, that this neglect came in the 
end to cut a conſiderable figure amongſt the articles of accuſation urged 


day proclaimed a diſtribution. of grain and cloth for Tueſday next: this man, by his 


ſenſeleſs diſtribution, will cauſe twenty murders; and rather more than leſs : for I re- 
member of a Gentoo, who about ten years ago, was the innocent but thoughtleſs, cauſe 
of ſeventy men being trampled to death; although I informed him of a method I had 
myſelf practiſed to prevent diſorders, and offered to preſide at the diſtribution, A 
couple of hundred ſtout fakirs, with knotty bamboos. in their hands, take poſſeſſion of the 
houſe-yard, and murder, or maim, or trample to death, thoſe famiſhed children, thoſe im- 
potent old women, thoſe decrepit old men, thoſe blind and lame, that cannot _ſtand 
upon their legs. In the famine of 1784 or 85, the Navyab of Lucnow diſtributed. five 
thouſand rupees a day; that is, killed about fifty impotent people every morning regu- 


| larly for three months, together, and, in his own words, put an end to the famine, —add, 


by diminfſhing the number of mouths. . A man of ſenſe, who was very nearly ſmothered 


| by the crowd, and who would have never extricated himſelf, had he not been vigorouſly 
ſupported by the thow of. a brace of empty piſtols, and by the exertions of a dozen of 


vigorous ſervants,” preſented a petition the next morning to that Prince, on what he had 


been ſeeing theſe fix days; and propoſed to leſſen the price of grain by full fifty per 


cent.. in. five days, on condition only, that he was prepoſed to the diſtribution, not of 
money, but of grain and dreſſed victuals; and on condition, that three ery 


ſteps were taken immediately: To wir. 
Sending forthwith fourteen hundred elephants, with five thouſand of their 0 | 


into the woods of Mahmedi, five days journey north of Lucnow: Seventy elephants 
15 on to be kept near the Prince's perſon, 

Diſmiſſing immediately towards Banares, with each three months pay before-hand, 
«© the fifteen hundred men that attended three hundred thouſand pigeons. Appointing a 


© number of cooks to roaſt or boil every day five thouſand of thoſe pigeons, to be | 


«« diſtributed to ſo many famiſhed wretches, diſpoſed properly by claſſes.” ; 
On theſe conditions, the petitioner, without having recourſe to any breaking of ſhops, 
and magazines, or to any compulſion, offered to forfeit his head, if grain, which was to be 


had no where, was not within five days fold in many ſhops; and in a month, at full eight 


or ten ſeers, inſtead of three or four ſeers, (that is eight pounds avoirdupois) which ſmall 
quantity nothing could fetch now but gold, ſecrecy, and intereſt, The petition was 
I at, as being that of a man that had no common ſenſe. And no wonder if it 
: for meanwhile his Highneſs, with his five thouſand rupees a day, had brought 
a, in three months time; and this was, by killing, or which is the ſame, by ſuffering 
to be trampled to death ten or twelve thouſand wretches; and at the end of thoſe three 
months, the rain fell plentifully, and grain fold at fix and ſeven ſeers in the markets. 
The man had promiſed, and that too upon his head, that the firſt day of the diſtri- 
bution of victuals, there would be no more than fifteen murders ; the ſecond, fix; the 
third, four; the fifth one; the ſixth, none; and ſo onto the end of the famine. 


. againſt 


1 
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| againſt Mahined-reza-Qhian, "Wn the Committee. But 11 us wiop RY mat- 


ters; doubtleſs they are better known to the Almighty Serutiniſer of hearts; 
for our part is now to continue our account of 8 08 way. of life. 


Fg v 


"He uſed, every. year to | EE laws quantities of freſh en of 
Ira (35). from the merchants, and to fend - them in preſents to the : 
principal -Engliſh, and to the Grandees of Bengal: beſides that, 
he had it in cuſtom, two or three times a year, to compliment with ſuch 
delicacies, all the perſons of Azim-abad, that ſeemed of diſtinction, whether 
by their rank, or by their merit or virtue; and as he found that ſtill 
ſome people were forgotten, and had no ſhare in the diſtribution, he 


betook himſelf to this expedient: over and above the ſum of money 
yearly ſpent for his own uſe, he ſet apart another ſum, which he 
uſed to lend to the fruit-merchants, who were to employ it in fruit, 
to be ſold publicly in their ſhops: ſo that any one might become a pur- 
chaſer; and whatever remained unſold, he took it off their hands in 
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part of payment; by which management neither the merchant became 
a ſufferer, nor did the public want for fruit. Not ſatisfied with that, e fa 


he, by dint of money, engaged ſome fruit-gardners, amongſt thoſe. that colture of muſe 


either cultivated fruit-trees or dealt in fruit, to quit their abodes at grapes, Log Be 
Shah-djehan-abad and at Lahor, and to ſettle at Azim-abad, where 

he lent them capitals, ſufficient to put it in their power to cultivate 

ſuch fruit- trees as the climate would bear, and ſuch as could af- 

ford an object of trade. As 2 further encouragement, he uſed 

yearly to make them preſents of ſeeds, which he procured from 
Lucknow, from beans and from Cabul ( 36), 2 of 3 


| ferdas, 


as 
mm. 
— — * 7 * _ 


(3 255 Perſia. 


(36) Cabsl is a fortreſs. and a province of Ika, the lalt towards Perſia; it is 
renowned, even in that empire, for the ſuperior flayour of it's fruits, Pears, apples, 
quinces, and admirable pomegranates, come from thence to the interior parts of India, 
but 1 grapes of two inches in 05 and e luſcious. All that comes 

| over-land 
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ſerdas (*); Far other fruits: and ſo ſoon as * bad produced a crop, he 
purchaſed that product, and diſtributed it in preſents. At laſt grapes of a 
good ſiae and complete maturity, as well as figs, and ſeveral other fruits, 
came to be in faſhion at Azim-abad, and to. be fold from one ſcer 
and a half to two and three ſeers (37) to a rupee ; inſomuch that thoſe 
rarities are now to be had, not only in gardens of diſtinRtion, but 
even in me. ſhops of the city. 
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3 Arrex having FROM ſo. much of Sbytab-r6" S 3 and induſtry, 
e Muſolman 4 it is proper we ſhould ſay ſomething of his religious principles. He 


his heart, and 


eo coat. was fond of the notions and practices of a Muſulman of ſenſe (38); 
for he went into deep and reſpedtful mourning for the Prince * ben. 


— 


Ser- Hand, over a tra of four or five hundred leagues, to 3 but then ; it a- 
mounts to ſuch a price, that a ſingle grape ſells at Lucknow for a penny Engliſh, pears, 
apples, and pom 

Calcutta, in preſents, by the poſt, 


() Serdas are a longiſh fort of Muſk-niclons; that have the rind, yellow, and the 
pu'p_ green; on the contrary of the ordinary Muſk-melons, which haye the rind 
green or yellow, and the pulp of a ſaffron or golden hue, Some of both ſpecies are admi. 
rable. But people muſt go to Perfia, and to Conſtantinople, td eat thoſe fruits in the 
greateſt perfection. As to grapes, properly ſpeaking, beſides their being exceſſively 
ſcarce in Bengal, as well as in Bahar, they very ſeldom come to maturity in either of 

. « thoſe countries; becauſe in the months of May, June, and July, when the grain 
5 acquired it's full growth, and wants only the benefit of much ſun-ſhine to mellow 
it's Juices, there fall ſuch floods of rain, and the weather is ſo conſtantly cloudy, that 
no ameliation can be expected. In Lucnow, where rains fall only in July, the Grapes 
grow to maturity, | 
(37) The ſeer weighs about thirey-tro ounces avoirdupois, 
; (38) A Muſulman of ſenſe in our author's opinion, is a Shyah, That is a man 
who gives to Aaly the titles of Sole Rightful Succeſſor, and of King of Braves— 
The two Princes of Martyrs, are, that ſame Ali, called the M8rieza, or agreable, 
becauſe he was the only man living whoſe name was mentioned in the Coran, 
beſides Moſammed, who is called Muflepha, or the ſelect: the ſecond Proto-martyr, 
is Hoſſtin, the ſecond ſon of Ali, who is buried at Kerbela near Bagdad. Nor is 
it to be wondered at, that Gentoos or Hindoos ſhould flide into the practices and 
cuſtoms of Muſſulmen, eſpecially if they be ſhowy or affecting, as are the theatrical 
rites of the Muharrem. Man, when not perſecuted, naturally becomes imitative, and 
apiſh : and hence we ſee every day, in India, Muſſulmen inſenſibly fliding into the 
practices of Hindoo cuſtoms, - rites, and feſtivals, as well as Gentoos turning Muſ- 
ſulmen, and eſpecially Shyahs, by ſhoals, 
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* "VE be peace for ever)! and the twenty-firſt of the holy month, 
which is the day of the martyrdom of the Prince of Martyrs and 
ſucceſſors, Aly the M8rteza (whoſe eulogiums and encomiums may 
for ever be upon the increaſe)! he uſed to order quantities of rice 
boiled in milk, and other ſweetmeats and victuals, to be prepared 
with the utmoſt nicety and cleanlineſs; and theſe he diſtributed through- 


himſelf from fide to fide, he had in general the invocation of Ta- 
Aaly, (O Aaly, 39) in his mouth; nor was he at any time heard to pro- 
nounce the name of any of the Gentoo Saints. His uſual oath was Wal- 
lab, and Billah (40). Once every year he uſed to ſpread the table of 
the King of Braves (on whom be peace!) and-that too with the ut- 
moſt cleanlineſs and elegance; and after the prayer of the Fateha, 
pronounced according to cuſtom over it, the whole was diſtributed 
away. One day ſome one faid, that before the diſtribution ſhould have 
taken place, i it would have been proper to wait for the appearance of the fign 
on ſome of the ſalt-cellars, or on ſome of the diſhes upon the tables: “ this, 
ſaid he, is an eſſential condition: and does the Mahradja negle& the 
ſame?” Shytab-ray anſwered, that ſuch an appearance, being a deviation 
©« from the natural order of things, is what cannot be aſked from, nor 
ie granted by, the King of Holineſs (40); nor does it become a poor 
e Pagan like me, added he, to requeſt a miracle for ſuch a matter. 
e As I have in his Majeſty ſuch a faith as J ought, why ſhould I wait for 


_—__—— 
. 


— 


(39) No Pr in making any effort. to raiſe -a weight, or otherwiſe, will ever 
ſay Ya Voda! O God! the invocation is always Ya Aali! 


(40) O God! by God! This is the uſual oath of a Muſulman; but in judiciary mat- 
ters it is amplified in this manner: Vallabil. Aazim! Oo Billahil-kerim! . By the moſt high 
God! and By the moſt bountiful God! The uſual invocation of Gentoos is, Ya Bagvin! 
Ya Permeſſer! two attributes of God, in the Shanſcrit language, which 1 Is the Latin of 
India, | 

(40) The King of Holineſs, is Aaly. 

) Look for theſe miraculous ſigns, at the Note 171, firſt Volume, eie, III. 
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out the city, after having offered a prayer over them. In turning 
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e ſuch an exhibition (*) ? £25 the other hand, no body has a right to lay yy 


H RD = 


— I 
* * 


— — > 
— — — 
a 5 
— - 


=Y 


— 
Ra 


EASE 
4 


3 


IC. 


2 
— — 


— — 5 0 * 
. ; 
2% 1 E * 


K 


_— _ : . 
2 \ > oe PT te 
$4 n 
* . 
nnr 1 


22 
— 


10 


—_ - © = — == bs 
 ——__— . - 2 — - - — 
. ”_— a - ca — — — — o 
PE — OO —— — - —— —̃  @w —. — - — a — — — - = - b 
- 5 , > = * - — Fa . — 5 v * "Joo: 
— — > — - * WT — — 
. — = * — 
a 
— — 
— 


— — — — — — 
— — — « \ 


. a — — — — 2 
* 58 2 5 4 - G0 * 


—_ => — aw 


— CO CT IT 
"I > 


* 
— ” ——_— ow 2 
ke Se et &4s 


—— — 
— — - — —— — 


— 


— 


— 
4 
— 


E 


— 


« his commands on his Majeſty in fuch matters ; and ſuppoſing, that for 


* want of precaution and requiſite cleanlineſs, or for ſome lack. of ſuf- 
« ficient reſpect, the ſign ſhould not make it's app earance, then a door 


e would be ſet open for pouring abuſe and reproach upon poor me, who 
« am but a Gentoo, and would become expoſed to the taunts of thoſe 


ee who know not the interior of my thoughts, and who in that caſe would 


© not fail to ſay: look at that preſumptuous Pagan! he to expect @ ſign 
* of approbation from the King of Braves! as if he had had the hanar to 


« be one of the Believers (41)! FOO: | | 3 


Once he was going to receive general Aſmeet (Smith) at Bar; and 
it happened that his tents were pitched behind a temple of Idols (42), in 
a ſpot oſ ground uſed by all comers. In the morning, as he intended to 
go forward, his Paleky was ſet ready at the door of his tent, cloſe to 
which his ſervants and retinue having formed a long lane that extended 
afar, waited for the moment of making their bow. At that moment! 
walked in, and a little aftir came out again in his company; when the 
Brahmans, who ſerved that temple 'of Idols, avalling themſelves of the 
opportunity, advanced in a body (43), at the moment of his geting into 
his paleky, and made their demand; © obſerving, that this ſpot was conſe- 


& crated to Mabades ; and as to-day was full moon, and a lucky day, they 
N hoped 


(41) The Shyahs know no Believers amongſt Muſulmen, but their owuſelves; and 
hence they call themſelves Moommanin. 

(42) This is one of thoſe atrocious lies, begotten by ignorance and fanaticiſm, againſt 
Gentoos or Hindoos, and like ſo many others propagated againſt Mahometiſm. If there be a 
people that have the ſublimeſt notions of the Deity, it muſt be the Gentoos, But theſe 
are not only permitted, but enjoined, to turn themſelves in their prayers towards the ſun, 
towards the fire, towards the elements, and alſo towards ſimulachres, as ſo many em- 
blems of the Divinity, which ſerve the purpoſe of fixing the mind, and of keeping the 
imagination from wandering. Thus a rick of grain, or even a buſhel of meal, 1s a 
very good emblem of the Deity; and a man to keep himſelf reeollected, may fix his eyes 

' thereon during his prayer. 

(43) The Brahmans, on the contrary of all Indians, never 'falute any one with, an 

inclination of the body or head, but God. All others are ſaluted only with the lips, the 
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anſwered, thar they ought to make their requeſt to whoever had come in 
pilgrimage to this place, or to offer his prayer at this altar. As for me, 
added he, I have uo bufine/s with either your perſons or temple. This ſaid, 
he got in his paleki, and purſued his journey, without giving them any 
thing at all, although he was far from wanting ſentiments of generoſity. 
For it was often obſerved, that when Gentoo mendicants applied to 
kim, he would not give them even a farthing; whereas when any Muſul- 
man aſked him alms, in the name of his Majeſty, the Commander of the 
Faithful, or of his children, or of his deſcendants, ſtraight he would give 
them one rupee. It was reported by people of worth and credit, who 
were always near his perſon, that in his many journies to Calcutta and to 
Bengal, where the ſight is every where aſſaulted by idol temples, ſome of 
his friends, who were zealous in tiieir worſhip, propoſed to him to viſit 
| thoſe places; but he conſtantly excuſed himſelf, although he would give 
them one hundred and two hundred rupees at a time to viſit them them- 
ſelve: deſiring them to do it alſo in his behalf, and to fulfil the uſual 

in his name. On his finiſhing a magnificent palace for his reſidence, 
his Gentoo friends propoſed that he ſhould conſecrate it, by giving the 
Brahmans a repaſt in it. He anſwered, that they would ſully, and ſpoil 
his houſe, and fill it with dirt; and that if it were neceſſary to feed them, 
they were welcome to take his money, and to entertain them upon the 
ſtrand, on the ſhores, of the Ganga. 
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body remaining erect, and the palms of the hand being turned upwards towards Heaven, 
as if to pray for him, or to give him their bleſſing: this alſo being the poſture taken in 
praying to God. Mahades, or the great Saint, is, according to ſome Gentoos, the firſt 
man; but as theſe people never know but the bark of their religion, and on the other 
hand, the ſacerdotal tribe, who know better, would rather ſuffer death than reveal their 
tenets,” we had as well believe other Gentoos, who report, that Mahades is a name 
given to the deſtructive power of God; and poſſibly is it on that account that he is repre- 
ſented with a chaplet of twenty or thirty human heads hanging from his neck: he has 
alſo a large vertical eye in the middle of his forehead; and the Ganges is ſeen to iſſue 
e made up in V 


« . he vols y pay fome regard alſo to their circumſtances.” Shitab-riy 
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Ar the time of that famine, which did ſo much havoc, and which 
was diſtinguiſhed by ſo great a ſcarcity of rain, ſome of his Gentoo 
friends, ſuch as Moorlydur and Riy-kituldas, aud Surd-ſing, whom 
he conſented to humour, prevailed upon him, to go with them to a Brahman, 
who was highly reſpected by the Gentoos, on account of his learning and 
the holineſs of his life; the Brahman, who thought himſelf much honored 
by the Radja's viſit, uſed often to repair to him, with a view to increaſe 
his faith in his perſon, and alſo to conciliate his goed will. One day 
he was heard to ſay to Shytab-ray, © My Lord, we have made choice of a 


© name for you, according to your horoſcope ; accept it, and uſe it 


in telling your beads over.” I have, anſwered Shytab-riy, made my 


choice already, and it is one from the one thouſand and one names of Gad (44); 
and that is enough for me. Pray what is it, added the Brahman ? The 
Radja would not diſcloſe it ; the Brahman became urgent; and he was 
anſwered, that it was God's holy name, it is Rahim (merciful): on 
this the Brahman, gueſling at his meaning, and deſirous to ſoothe his 
mind, replied, My Lord, Ram () as well as Rabim, are equally 
« the name of. the ſame Eternal One; I aft your pardon, replied the 
Radja, there is @ difference betwixt them; and on the Brahman's enquir- 
ing, the Radja anſwered, that the word Ram, always reminded him of 
Dujrut, his father, whereas the name of Allah, implied neither filiation 
nor paternity. From ſuch, and the like expreſſions mentioned above, as 


| well as from the whole tenor of his deportment, it appears, that his belief 


was not conſonant to the tenets. of the Gentoos, and that in his heart, 
he was a Muſulman ; but this is known only to him, who views in- 


1 


(44) The names of the attributes of God, are to the number of a thouſand and one; 
but the Muſulman Rozaries being only of a hundred and one grains, people content them- 
ſelves with repeating only a hundred and one upon their beads: for inſtance, O, Al- 
mighty! O, Immenſe! O, Supreme! O, Aſſiſter! O, Cheriſher! &c. (*) Ram is not only the 
name of a Legiſlator of India, (and obſerve that be is always repreſented blue, or black, 
with an Egyptian flute in his hand, and an Egyptian cap on his d but ĩt is on the 
name of one of the ten Incarnations of the Deity upon earth, 
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tuitively the minds of men, and ſees the innermoſt ſecrets of their 
hearts (45). 


Hz was not ſo cautious in othet parts of his behaviour: fond of 


obliging and gratifying his friends and acquaintances, he was ſo care-' 
ful of his character, that he compaſſed his end, without committing 


any infidelities in the management of the public money, from which, 
he abſtained- religiouſly ; but as his lay, and perſonal income, fell ſo 
very ſhort of his Expences z and he was often in the neceſſity of be- 


ſtowing ſums of money on ſome Engliſhmen, recommended by the 


rulers of that nation, and likewiſe of ſupplying the difference betwixt 


his income and his expences; he made uſe of two methods, equally 
improper and iniquitous to fill the chaſm: the firſt was, that in mat- 
ters of Atlac, (which word ſignifies the ſending | one or two conſtables 
for compelling payment of ſums due to the treaſury,) he uſed to ſend 
them by whole dozens at a time and as the debtors are always oblig- 
ed to find theſe people in diet-money, he uſed to enter but a ſmall part 
of it in the books of public receipt, and to keep the remainder, as a 
ſupply for his liberalities. His ſecond method was no leſs iniquitous: he 


' uſed to bring under contribution, the poſſeſſors of Djagirs, Altumgas, 


and other freeholds, by telling them, that ſuch an Engliſhman wanted 
to ſee their charters and vouchers, and when he had once got them 
in his poſſeſſion, (and this was Ni 2 in that Engliſhman' s name, ) he 
uſed to put thoſe vouchers in the hands of one of his own depend- 
ants, or heads of office, who, without any poſſible reaſon or juſtice, 
would exact from each incumbent or poſſeſſor, a ſum of money propor- 
tionable to his income: after this he got together all thoſe contributions, 
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Ini quitous me- 
thods uſed by 
Shytab-ray, to 
ſupport his ex- 
pences. 


(45) It is notorious that Shytab-ray, although a Gentoo, and of one of the higheſt 


tribes, was in his heart a Muſulman, and moreover a fanatical Shyah; and as notorious, 
that his two ſons, although circumciſed and bred in Mahometiſm, have a ſtrong bias 
towards Gentiliſm, and indeed live like 1 888 Gentoos: Bux Gentiliſm admits of 


no proſe ly tes. 
( } Of the N in Indis, 
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which amounted to u large ſum, and beſtow: them on the Engliſh- 


man that had been recommended to him. In this manner, he ſeemed 


wholly occupied by the thoughts of keeping the individuals of that 
nation in good humour; but without ever minding the divine reſent- 
ment, in'an affair of ſo much conſequence. Doubtleſs it is on ſuch ſorts 
of men, that hiſtorians have made ſuch ſevere remarks; and it is ſuch 
men as theſe which Sheh-ſaady of Shyraz had in view, in his .G8liſ- 
ſtan (46), when he ſays, that «© whenever any one forgets himſelf ſo far as to 
e poſtpone the Creator's ſervices to that of the creature's, it happens ſoon 
te or late that God Almighty ſets that very creature on him, ſo as to cut 
« off the root of his well-being,” An obſervation, which has been but.too 


viſibly verified in Shytab-riy's caſe, who to oblige thoſe that had hoodwinked 


their hearts, and ſhut up their ears and eyes againſt God's eternal juſtice, 
made no ſcruple of vexing and oppreſſing his creatures. It is from thoſe 
very perſons, whom he wanted to keep in good humour, that his ruin took 
it's origin at laſt; and as it was under pretence of Alacs, that | is of let- 


ting looſe a number of exactors, that he ranſacked, tormented, and ruined 


ſuch a number of innocent deſerving men, ſo it was by falling himſelf in 
the miſeries of ſuch an Atlac or looſeneſs, that he loſt the garment of his 
exiſtence, and was forced to ſet out for the other world : where no one, but 
the Searcher of all Secrets, can know what may now be his fate; although 
nothing is more certain than what we. read in the holy writ, where we find 
that bis forgiveneſs is always greater than our demerits. * 


Raja Shitab-ray was hardly arrived at Azim-abad, when Governor 
Huſhtin reſolved to go to Banareſs, to meet Shudjah-ed-do8lah. The fif- 
teenth of the ſecond Reby he was arrived at Moorſhoodabad; and at the 
end of that month, or at the beginning of the firſt Djemady, in the year 


A. D. 773.1187 of the Hedjrah, he was arrived at Aazym-abad, where he propoſed 


—— RR T TW. F 


(46) The G8liſtan 1s a book of 8 poetry, tranſlated | into Latin, by Angelus politi- 
anus. It is made up of a number of ſentences, ſtories, apologues, and apophthegms; all 
enforcing, in beautiful verſes, every moral duty, Even children know ir by heart. 
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w Sleytab- ray to accompany him in his journey: but this Miniſter, ho 
was now on the wing for the regions of eternity, excuſed himſelf upon 


the ill ftate of health under which he really labored, and did not accept 
the propoſal. The Governor, after a ſtay of two days, purſued his journey 


to Banareſs, where he met Shudjah-ed-d681ah, who was come thither 
alſo to ſee him, and where he finiſhed the buſineſs for which he had come 
ſo far: and it was there likewiſe that the new Zemindar, Radja-Cheyt-fing, 
ſon to Radja Bulvant-fing, which latter departed this life a little time before, 
- had his firſt interview with Shudjah-ed-d68lah, by the Governor's mediation 
who having firmly eſtabliſhed him in his Zemindary of Banareſs, took 
his leave, and returned to Aazym-adad, a little time after Radja Shytab- 
räy had departed this world. It was about the middle of the ſecond Dje- 
mady, in the ſame year. 


ALTaoven this man's principles, as well as thoſe of his ſons, were much 
more conſonant to the Muſulman religion, than to the Gentoo tenets, yet 
for fear of diſobliging his relations and kindred, and alſo out of regard to 
ſome other conſiderations, his body was burnt to aſhes, in compliance 
with the Gentoo cuſtom. The governor, to ſhew that he entertained 
no diſinclination to the deceaſed, and to prove that he retained no ſuſ- 
picion againſt his fidelity, took care, of his own motion, to beſtow the 
_ father's office on his ſon, Radja Calyan-ſing; although the latter did not 
ſhew that capacity and fitneſs which might have been expected from 
a man of his age and education. He confirmed likewiſe to him his fa- 
ther's ſalary, and his Djaghirs; and he alſo increaſed the penſion allowed 
to his mother, relict of Radja Shytab-riy. But at the ſame time he ſup- 
preſſed the twenty-five thouſand rupees a month, hitherto allowed for the 
charges of the Nizamet, and which were in his father's diſpoſal. In- 
ſtead of that, he fixed ſuch a ſum of money as he thought proper; and 
directed, that it ſnould be managed henceforward wholly by the Council. 
And having further made ſome additions and ſome retrenchements in the 
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ſeveral penſions paid by government, (which laſt he appointed to be diſ. 
burſed by the Council and by the Qhaliſſah office,) he ſet out in all haſte. 
for Calcutta; it being his cuſtorn to W much buſineſs in the leaſt 
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Mahmed-reza« Wa mine og meanwhile, under all the, terrors of arreſt and 


Qhan forſaken by | | 
pie” Spas. e. confinement, was in continual alarms, and. in great diſtreſs of mind: 


confinement at 


Calcutta; 2%" he was friendleſs, and without an adviſer; . deſerted likewiſe by moſt of 
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ſupported by Ali. 
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Mbrahim- han. 


his men of buſineſs, to whoſe treaſon indeed he had afforded ſome 
pretence by his former carcleſsneſs, - and his neglect of their welfare. 
The Divan or Miniſter of his heart, Amret-ſing, was a young man 


of unequal temper, proud of his wealth, averſe to men of honour 


or penertration, hating cordially whoever pretended to any thing like 
fidelity and ſcrupulouſneſs, and withal deſtitute himſelf of that capa- 
city requiſite in thoſe matters properly of his reſort; ſuch as examining 
papers, and auditing accounts. On the other hand, every one, tired this 
long while with Mahmed-reza-qhan's haughtineſs, as well as exaſpera- 
ted at the violence of his temper, and at his abuſive language, went 
his own way, glad to have got ſo eaſy ' a riddance. Nay Amret-ſing 
himſelf, that darling of his heart, under a feint of diſcloſing ſome ſe- 
cret which he knew, obtained a, full clearance and acquittal from his 


doating maſter (47); and he retired to enjoy his own eaſe in a houſe which 
| he 


— 


(47) Mahmed-reza-qhan was confined in an eleganr villa at Chitpoor, which 
although a ſuburb of Calcutta, and full of | ſeats, and gardens, is four miles from 
the Old Fort, the center of that city; whereas Amret ſing took a houſe in town. 
But as our Author is hinting in more than one place at the nature of the intima- 
cy that ſubſiſted between Amret- ſing and his maſter, and this hinting has a reference to 
the morals and cuſtoms of thoſe times; nothing will give ſo thorough an inſight into the 
Rrange genius that reigned in thoſe days, as a peep into a ſcene that happened two years 
before that period, in the Palace: and here it muſt be obſerved that Ali- hibrahim-Qhan, 
who by-the-bye was ſuſpeRed of ſome heterodoxy in love matters, was by tribe a Sbeb, 
the feminine of which in the Hindoſtany language, is Shehani, as the feminine of Ma- 


ba-radja (the honorific title of mers of is Maka-rani, One * Ali-hibrahim-Qhan 
coming 


( 41 ) 


he took in Calcutta, Not one at that time thought of Aly-hib- 
rahim-qhan, who, however unacquainted with the records and papers 
relative to paſt tranſactions; however uninformed in matters concern- 


ing the revenue and collections; however unappriſed of the accuſations 
brought againſt Mahmed-rezi-qhan; however almoſt a ſtranger to him; 
r-ſolved to come to his aſſiſtance: and without having ever benefited 


any thing by Mahmed-reza-qhan's full power and influence, he paid 


ſo much regard to his misfortune and to the very name of friend, that 


he tucked up the hem of - exertion and zeal, into the zone of activity 
and vigour; and having in a little time acquired a full knowledge of 


all the papers, records, and tranſactions, relative to his friend's affair, 


he undertook to anſwer all the accuſations ſtated againſt him, and to act 
as his advocate in the whole circle of queſtions and anſwers. Reſolved to 
make of his own breaſt a buckler againſt all the ſhafts of thoſe times, he 
took upon himſelf to ftand out in his name, and to refute and repell all 
the accuſations ſer up by the Committee, or propoſed by the Governor; 


which laſt, however, has not his equal in the fairneſs and equity 
of his queſtions, and in the uprightneſs of his management. He anſwer- 
ed every one of the accuſations ſet up by Nandcomar, who was a 


ſhrewd, powerful man, deeply verſed" in buſineſs, informed of every 
ſecret, and a ſworn enemy to Mahmed-reza-qhan: he ſet at nought 
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coming into the hall with a large bundle of papers, which he wanted to get fign- 


ed, found fault with Mahmed-reza-qban's err which remained faſt ſhut up. 
The Divan or prime-miniſter, Amret-ſing, who was a youth dehcately beautiful, be- 
ing within, with another bundle of papers. At laſt the young Divan came out 
and took his ſeat . cloſe to the Qhan, but without taking the leaſt notice of 
him. The latter, who by this time was fully doſed with impatience and peeviſhneſs, 
turned towards the Divan with an officious air, and a ſoothing tone of voice and come, ſaid 
he, come Mabarani, come my lady: your ladyſpip ſeems to be fluſhed, and much out of 
breath, Pray my lady do take this pillow, and repoſe yourfelf. ſhall I ſend for an ewer 


and ſome water ro waſh your ladyſhip*s face? Miſtreſs Shehanny” . anſwered. the 


other, “ you had better keep your ewer and water to yourſelf; nor do forget you may 
** haveoccaſion for both before it is midnight,” To render this anſwer more cauſtic, this Was 


the 


ſaid in a fawuing, fewinine tone of voice. 
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the whole of that man's inf uence, and ſtood alone againſt all his machia- 
tions, artifices, and revengeful temper. It is reported to this day, that 
his anſwers, as if by enchantment and by ſome hidden charm, had 
the power of ſoothing his enemies and of | pleaſing the by-ſtanders, 
who aſtoniſhed at his ſolutions, and reaſonings, were loſt in amazement, 
and had no other faculty left, but that of applauding, admiring, and at- 
ſenting. It was that able man, who both by his pen and tongue 
ſecured Mahmed-reza-qhan from the hands of his accuſers : and put 
it in his power to receive a full clearance from the Council, This event 
happened the 25th of the firſt Raby, in the year 1187; and in the next 
month, he obtained à diſmiſſion of the guards, that bad been 
fet upon him, as well as of thoſe that were upon his palaces at Moor- 
ſhood-abad. Nevertheleſs, the latter, even after that releaſe, thought 
proper to tarry a long while at Calcutta, on the hopes, that like Shytab- 
ray, he would be reſtored to his ſtation, and again appointed aſſociate to 
the Council 1n the provincial department of Moorſhood-abad, nay. of the 
whole kingdom: an office which in fact would have inveſted bim 
wich the chief direction of affairs, and rendered him the main hinge 
of all tranſattions in revenue matters. Full of theſe notions, it is 
not ſurpriſing he ſhould be prone to lend a willing ear to the ſyco- 
phants of Calcutta, and to the dependants of ſome Engliſhmen, who 
daily fed him with crude reports, and idle expreſſions, with which 
they ever kept him in ſpirits; and from whence he always fancied, 
he foreſaw a completion of his wiſhes. As for inſtance, © ſuch a 
« Lord (48) to-day ſaid ſo, at his breakfaſt, and ſuch another ſaid fo, 
c yeſterday at his dinner ;—and ſuch an one has received ſuch an intel- 
* ligence from home :—and ſuch a Gentleman has heard ſuch a Member 
« fay,—lt is upon ſuch, and the like intelligences, that Mahmed-rezi- 


— 


— — 
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(48) The Engliſh, from the higheſt to the loweſt, are not deſigned in Bengal by 
any other word than that of Sabgb, wich ſignifies both Lord, Maſter, and Gentleman. 
| | qhan, 
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aha" Wil eonceiring mighty hopes from the influence of his friends; it 


is ſuch. bablers he took to be his well-wiſhers; and it was upon 


that, he promiſed vaſt ſums more, on his being reſtored to his Former 
ſtation and rank: and it was in this manner he accumulated on his 
ſhoulders an immenſe load of debts and charges, by borrowing on all 
hands at Calcutta, I was then arrived in that city myſelf, where, 
under the impulſe of a pious deſire, I was making preparations for 
my viſiting happily the forbidden Houſe of God (49), and the Tomb 
of the Prince of Men, (on which be peace); and it was in ſuch 
circumſtances 1 happened to make a ſmall requeſt, which was refuſ- 


qhan a ſingle farthing; nor would it have cauſed the leaſt detriment 
to his affairs, or to thoſe of any other: it was no more than this: 
to order the Overſeer of his Djaghiry-lands to take charge alſo of 


„ — — 


(49) The forbidden Houfe of God is | that ſquare houſe or room, built of large 
blue ſtones, in the open air, and in the middle of the inner area or yard of the 
great temple of Mecca, by which it is ſurrounded every where at about thirty yards 
diſtance, It may be thirty feet high, upon a length and breadth of about twenty 
or twenty-five, This Square-houſe or Caaba, is the place to which the Mahome- 
tans reſort to'make their pilgrimages, that is, to change their lives, and to be- 


approach it, and even to look at it, unleſs they have undergone certain conditions 
and purifications; the firſt of which is, to put on the Ehram or winding ſheet, to be 
dead for three days, and then to reſuſcite in order to recommence a new life. 
But even to enter the outer temple, all theſe. conditions are rigorouſly required, — 
It is for that ſame reaſon that Seraglios are called Harams, and Haram: ſeras all over 
the Mahometan world. Hence that word is often tranſlated here by that of Sancbha- 
ary, a place which none can preſume to enter, without certain conditions: hence 
alſo the ſmall houſe of 4:44 (the meſſenger's favorite conſort) which contains Maho- 
met's tomb, and is itſelf ſurrounded by the great temple of Medina the illumigated, is 
alſo called Haram; and when joined in ſpeech with the temple of Mecca the glorious, 
which laſt is ten days ſouth of Medina, they are both called by the Arabian Dual, fa- 
mous all over the Mahometan world : . the two noble and holy places, 
(or things), forbidden, 

mine 


al advice, he beſtowed beforehand large ſums of money to ſeveral 
perſons, for their future aſſiſtance in his deſigns. Not contented with 


ed, although ſo ſmall a ſervice would not have coſt Mahmed-reza- 


come better. - It is called Haram or forbidden, becauſe all men are forbidden to - 
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( 454 ) 
mine, and to diſcharge from the product, the amount of the debt I had 
incurred by borrowing from a banker, with injunctiong not to leave 
during my abſence, in the tenant's hand, the overplus of my rents, or 
my growing revenues; but to colle& the whole regularly, and to keep it 
in ſtore againſt my return. He was alſo requeſted to interpoſe between 
my banker and me, ſo far as to afford me time to ſell my furniture, 
and to liquidate his debt before my departure, with the product of the 
ſale. All that would have coſt him but one word, and that one word 
was refuſed. I was then neceſſitated to tarry fifteen or twenty days more 
at Calcutta, in which interval I had frequent opportunities of being in 
Mahmed-reza-qhan's company, indeed almoſt every day; and I always, 
heard him mention Aaly-hib:ahim-qhan's name with the higheſt encomiums, 
and che warmeſt expreſſions of gratitude. He uſed often to ſay in my hear- 
ing, © that were he to ſpend his whole life in ſerving that beneficent man, 
es he would ſtill fall ſhort of the return he deſerved for the animated 
<« zeal he had. ſhewn in his diſgrace, and the infinite ſervices he had ren- 
e dered him; but that with God's bleſſing he would do fo and fo.”-—Nor 
did he addreſs him, or mention his name, without the reſpectful word 
Nys (50), and my bla: and he often added in my preſence and that 
of many others, theſe very words :—Tho/e that bad gained lacs in my ſervice, 
and owe me the very bread upon which they now live, have abandoned, and 
deſerted me in the day of need, and have left me alone; nor has any one been ff 
any uſe to me in the day of trial, nor am J under the leaſt obligation to a fingle 
one of them, ſave to Aly-bibrabim-qhan, my Kybla, that benefaftor of mine, 
who has bought and acquired every once of me: no father, and no brother would 
bave ſerved me with ſo much zeal, nor done what this man bas done. Theſe 
were his words, nor did he ſpeak in that ſtrain once or twice; but in 


every company, and at every turn, he would be rehearſing that worthy 


_— 


a. 
— 


(Fo) The Kybla, is that part of the * towards which one prays by law. Hence 
Mecca is the Kybla of Mahometans, and Jeruſalem, of Jews, as it rad been of the Chriſ- 


tians for ſeveral hundred years together, | 
| | fiiend's 
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friend's praiſes, and extoling his ſervices. All this while he was in ex- 


pectation, that ſome better proſpets would open to his view; when there 
arrived three men at Calcutta, who had authority to act both on the part 
of the King, and on the part of the Company, as directors of all the tranſ- 
actions of the Committee, and as enquirers into the Governor's conduct 
and that of Mr. Barwell's. Theſe were General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
ſon, and Mr. Francis. They were to examine what thoſe two men had 
done, although thoſe two men had been at the ſame time confirmed in their 
ſtations. This happened about the middle of Shaaban, in the year 1189. 4 b. 1774 
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THE three new comerg ſeem to "A brought great prej en FI ft Hy Ans ond 
. Barwell——A auel- betrween. the | Latter and the General. Governor Huaſbtia s 
. demperale conduct —>Nanaeconer,. bis- principal accuſer, is himpelf.. accu ed 
He is condemned and executed, —fHis immenſe property. - Mabmed Reza qhanby 
_ the. General's influence is appointed. Foe wur. general all aver Bengal; thab is 
- Supreme criminal magiſtrate, —Edifyin? Ah of Rabiah-begum,” the” le- 
. Jeenaant of Aali-verdj -ghan's family. —A. violent earthquake- in Bengal Di- 
. Viſions inthe court of M8r/ſh$dabed — Some | firiftures on S2yd- Mah nnd. hun, 
Favorite of Mahmed Rezd*qhaii's,—Mifputes at Calcutta. I he general attempts 
. 40 ſeize the government = But retires abaſbed and confounded. — He dies. of a broken 
Hear. Mahmed Reza qban is di ſgraced.— An old decrepit man appointed i in his 
flead—The author paſſes to the affairs of- Decan. — Manner by which the Eng- 
© liſh have fbund their way in moſt par's of India. Dart and ſevere hints a- 
gainfl Mahmed- Reza-qhan.—Some account f Fengbi D8nia, Alias America, 
and of the new Englandtrs—The French join TY Amer \cins—Projef of. Go- 
Dernor Huſbii m $—Colonel Godard, appointed much againſt his Hl, 10 ferve 
under Colonel Leſſey.— M. Eliot, a man of merit, cffoinuted Ami ofader i at Ihe 
; Court of Naizpoor— Dies in the Toay—Death of Sadr-el- bec-qhan, Supreme 
Criminal Judge of Bengal, and ſome account of him. Aaly hibrahim-qhan de- 
dlines that office His reaſons for bat refiſal. Dian Briſtow, obtains for be 
Engliſh the fevereingiyggf | the Province of Banareſi.— A coalition belreeen the 
© Governor and M. Franicis—Mahmed-Reza-gban in office again for the third. 
time. Death of Mire-iredj-qhan, and alfo of Al dir am. ed. do S la. —blagitions 
conduct of .the ſervants of , the Enzliſh: at Auimubad. The Members” of the 
Council of Azimabad; accuſed of enormous: infidelities, are al! dijmiſſed——tHy-. 
aliram appointed to the management of the finances of Azima'a 4.—His charac-, 
rtr, cbith an affeAtins little Rory, that does him a deal u Lono —Leſly fafers © 
Wa 8 for having engaged ts gr in'd truct thatebad no Toater He ties 
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ſuddenly, and is faken by nel Golard i. De Alper nt his way "RR 
all Hindoftan, and is going to effect a junttion with the army from Bombay; 
but the, latter is. defeated. + He retires, 10 Surat, —The. Ouncil of Bengal re- 
foſes to ratify the treaty made by the Panquiſhed army. —The Engliſh acquire 
in G8djrat a Potent ally—The Radja of Gohud becomes their ally alſo—The 
Marhattas join together 10 make an end of the Engliſh-Some account. of 


Hdider-ndic.— Ha: ſrhis the Engliſh toirb udoantapry cuff d variety of ſuc- 
ceſs.—Sets up a Cavalry of Perſians and other Foreigners which he diſciplines 


er 2 meh Hero N hd urfllgy WE er den un  #umerons 


. Inftntty,; tell Hifeiplined; after the Envopedn Minty Geer mT Ia th the 
- Marbotids with robom be projects tb b1tdeſ the" Enytifh=—HP Modes the 
- Corkatic; wid bears down every thing 1 rb very gart of Mendr aH T M] 
He beers. ths Enyli/h— And puſhes nbi 1 ths very pars of Menitvadj. —Co- 
we Godurd takes Bet (BafſainfEoutindr Hufhrin exert) bimpelf in ſupport. 
g -Mendradj, which is going to full—Opinion of the Engliſh vn te interfe- 
reuce of the deity in the affairs of this worid—The. Eugliſpof An beaten 
again. General Monro beaten again:—Diftratted ure bf the (Mu Ben- 
. Zemnudar of Banaras, being expelled, retires to Stingiab's camp: Governor 
Huſbtin ſends by land another ary: y to ſurcour Mendradj.— Haughty anſwer 
| bf the court of Carec.—The author quits his ſubjeft 10.g1ve'an account of Mu- 
 barec-ed. do8lah—Hj is thoughthiſs chara er Some account, of Babb8-begum i 
i bis. mother — And of Menni- begun, his lep mother. And of Mahmed- Reza-qhan' $ 
- Privat te bfe and i family. — Some account of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company, and 
| of Weir Jervants civil and military. —The author "COMMENTES u os aha erami- 
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* Ihe three new comers were e linked and dn 1 they Drinel 2 
oi body which being inveſted with both the king's and che company 's 
abchority, clrryed a mighty weight,elpecially when they ſet up an inquiry into 
the conduct and principles of the Governor Hufhtin :'a man againſt whom 
they ſeemed to have formed a confederacy. General Clavering was a man of 
diftitition in that. country, and a king's S ſervant: Colonel Monſon expected to 
have the command in chief 'of all the troops, whenever the general ſhould {uc- 
cede to che chair of * e Francis aimed at the next rank after the 
5 generals; 
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general's. As theſe three mem acted in evnecrt , they bore a mighty fuuy, made 

an immenſe noiſe, and cauſed a great diſturbance. - It was obſerved, that in 
receiving viſits, they conſtantly refuſed the nwzurs preſented them in compli« - 
ande with a cuſtom peculiar to Lucia, and that . they. returned umouchedy 
even preſents of fruits. Their method ih theirinquiries was to attach to their in 
tereſts, people whom they found in oppoſition to the Governor, or who had 
ſome diſcontent againſt his perſon. Amongſt theſe Nandcomar cut a con- 
ſpicuous figure: he had been this long while out of office, and lived neglect- 
ed and forgotten, ſo early as the times of Governor Vanſittart and Lord Chↄe? 
nor had Governor Huſhiins taken greater notice of him. This man went 
to General Clavering and to the ocher of his party; by whom he was received: 
with honor and regard ; and it was by his management, that numbers of co- 
vetous, ambitious men; fond of trouble and dufentions, Joined the three: 
members, on the proſpect of being put in office; aud they commenced in · 
formers. in the enquiry ſet up about tlie Governor's adminiſtration and ſe- 
crets. Suck a couduct having produced a rent and diſunion amongſt che 
fire. members that compoled that council, the mutual averſion was carried ſo 
far, that tac partiſans of either fide became as animated as their principals, and 
ſoon extended their principles and animoſity throughout the whole kingdom. 
The fary. of both parties roſe to ſuch a pitch, iat a due! enſued betueen be . . 
General and Mr. Barwell, who-fought together with piſtols, as is the cuſtom. ner and Mr. 
of chat nation. One of the two parties eonſiſted of Mr. Barwell, which laſt * 
continued to have but one mind and one heart wich the Governor; whilſt on 
the other hand, the ge. ral was cloſely Iinked wich the two others: but as 

theſe laſt always agreed 1 in opinion, and ſtood as three to two, the generals q 
party-prevailed-altnof every day, and almoſt every public bufinefs came o 
be tranſafted by his dictate. It was in conſequence of this prevalence-of che 
general's, that an Engliſhman named Goran (Goring), was made chief 


of MB8rſh8dabad, as. was. Mr. Sage of Azim-abad, and Ms. .Fouck of 
Banares 3 
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Banares, as well as Mr. Briſtow of Aood and Lucknow: theſe were promoted 
on the general's reco mmendation; and it was by the ſame dictate that 
Mubarec-cdd68lah, who with his mother Babboo-begum, had fared fo hard 
under Manny-begum's rod, was now emancipated on Mr. Gorin's advice, wie 
acted totally under the general's nod. That Prince was left at liberty to diſ 
pole of the aff urs of the Nizamet, that is of his own: bouſehold. It was in 
the year 1189, Thus theſe two perſons got out of Manny-begum's graſp, 

and n of the eas! of her Eunuch, Aitbar-aaly-qhan.' But what did 
they gain by the Eunuch's being turned out of his office? Munny-begum con- 


tinued to ſway every ching: for as ſhe had a great deal of money; a great deal of 


authority, and a great deal of genius; and Mubarec-edd68lah, Who was uſed 
to her ſway, expected one day to become heir to her vaſt wealth, ſhe would 
ſometimes freighten him into compliance, by threatening to ſqander her riches 
amongſt the poor, or to leave them to ſtrangers and Fretighees (Europeans). In 
fact Mubarec-edd68lah's turn of mind, and his particular temper are ſuch, that 
neither his reſentment is an object of fear, nor his good will an object worth 
ſeekingz nor does he himſelf ſeem to have a turn for the affairs of this world, 
ſo as that people ſhould become anxious about his opinion: every one therefore 
in his houſe-hold does as he likes; nor is he inclined to meddle wich any one's 


doings: let him have his perſonnal penſion, (50) and he cares not for the feſt. 


For theſe rcaſons Manny- begum's ſway is not likely to be at an end yet; and 


the aſſairs of the Nizamet, (and this word ſignifies now no more than his private 


houſehold) are in a ſtate of perpetual ſluctuation. It was in this ſate year 1189 
that Mir-mahmed-hoi%in-fazyl (51, a man of great ſubtilty of mind and 
great extent Of knowledge, took a journey to the Country of England in com- 


pany with Mr. Elliott, an ngliſhman of much goodneſs of heart, much up- 
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( 595) Tas? pe ihn pad him by the Engliſh treaſury is of ſixteen lacs, or a hundred and ſeventy thouſand pounds 


ſterling. About engl thuuſand Rupecs per month, out of that ſum, may be reckoned his Per ſonal penſion or pri- 
N vs 2 55 1 Sgt 


| (51) This word ſigui ies the learned. 


rightneſs 
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rightneſs, and great liberality of princi ples. His intention was to acquire know. 


| ledge, to lee the world, and to inquire into thoſe diſcoveries which the learned 


of thoſe parts had made inthe ſcience of aſtronomy, in the choice of ſimple me- 


dicines, and the art of compound ones; in the qualities of plants, and the func- 
tions of heavenly bodies. In theſe ſtudies he ſpent his time in his ſojourn, 
which wass ſhort one; but 15 which he found means to acquire a variety of 
knowledge in ſome arts, eſpecially in that of tranſlating books relative to thoſe 
ſciences, in diſſecting bodies, and in ſuch like acquiſitions. On his being return- 
ed to MSrfh8dabad in the year 1192 he gave the principal men of that city notice 
of the acc uiſitions he had brought with him; but found no favor with a ſet of 
grandees, who did not value the opportunity: nor did any one of them think of 
{ting a part a {mall ſum for this buſineſs, which would have publiſhed their 
generoſity to the world „ inſured to his character a laſting life wich poſterity, and 
handed down their names tothe recording page of hiſtory: Inſtead of that, all 
that ſtore of knowledge has remained ſhut up from the world for ever. But 
chere is no aſſiſtance, and no ſucceſs but from God Almighty (5 3). It muſt be ac- 
knowledged however, that men's mg were then engroſſed by the diſſentions 
in the council, and by the fate of governor Huftuin, This man who has been 
endowed by nature with a keen penetrating genius and a ſuperior intelligence; 
and whoſe wiſdom in matters of ſtate and in politicks, has not been equalled in 
this age by any one, did not think it conſonant to his dignity to diſpute upoa 
mall matters; and having thought it decent to adopt a ſyſtem of difference, he 
reſolved firſt of all to clear himſelf of the accuſations brought againſt him, and 


of the infidelities and miſdemeanors he was fu pected of; and then to expoſe 


to publicity the general's ignorance, together with the groſſneſs of his behaviour 


and the precipitancy and violence of his temper : he intended afterwards to 


bring to condign puniſhment thoſe ſhort ſighted accuſers, that had raiſed 
ſuch a diſturbance in the country, and ef] pecial y N andcomar, that man of a. 


wicked diſpoſition, and an infamous character, who had made himſelf their lea- 
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ger and director: he expected that after Weng provided for all theſe matters, 
and quelled the commotion excited by the general's partyg,the general himfelt 
would become an ealy object. With this view he ſpent a deal of time in con- 
futing the acuſations brought againſt him by that officer on the inſtigation of 
Nandcomar and his followers; and he thouroughly juſtified his own conduct 
by expoſing the falſhoods of his adverſaries. But whilſt he was expoſing to 


Pubüeity Nandcomar's infamies, and giving proofs of moſt of them or indeed 


| ef all, it came out that this man uſed to forge bills of exchange underthe bands 

4 and ſeals of eminent men; and that after having imitated their ſeals exactly, he 
kept them at t home, ready at all times for manufacturing, as occaſion required, 

bills of exchange and bonds in any one's name and hand, to be hereafter pro- 

duced at his pleaſure: by which iniquitous practice, he uſed to keep every one in 

aweof his diſpleaſure. Amongſt theſe pieces of his manufactory he had forged an 

obligation bond in favor of Bolakidas, banker at all times of much credit, but 

ho had acquired a great name in Mir- caſſem- qhan's time: he had preſented 

it to the company's caſh-keeper, and had received the full amount, which he 

2 had kept to himſelf. To enquire intoſo-heinous an offenſe, and to decern the pu- 

niſhment due by law, it became neceſſary to have a grand jury. A grand jury ſig- 

nifies an aſſembly of twelve creditable Engliſhmen, choſen by lot, which the cul- 

prit may recuſe one after another, ſo far as to get them changed two different 

times, if he ſhould object to them all; but at the third time he ceaſes to exer- 

ciſe the right of recuſing any of them; and they remain twelve in number: their 

duty is to examine what is to be his puriſhment( 54); but till they have found out 

this puniſhment, they cannot be ſpoken to by any one, leſt they might be in- 

flienced to ſwerve from the dictates of juſtice and equity. This grand. jury 

d over and over, 404 twice changed (the court of juſtice at that 


was made-u; 
time being full of people) untill it was proved and determined that Nandcomar 
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was ili and deſerved death; and that his kind of punition {dt to be hang» 
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ing. Hewasa man of a wicked dif poſition and a haughty temper, envious to a 
high degree, and upon bad terms with the greateſt part of mankind, although 
he had conferred favors on two or three men, and was firm in his attachments, 
The moment he perceived chat any one had ceaſed to pay him his court for a 
few days, either out of lickneſs or becauſe he wanted nothing from him, that in- 
ſtant he became his enemy ; nor did he give bimſelf any reſt until he had run 
him down, and demoliſhed him totally. At laſt he met with what he deſerv- 
ed; and his ſupplice took place. It is obſervable that as the general had given 
him ſtrong aſſurances that none ſhould ever hurt him, and that were he even 
to be carried to the foot of the gallows, he never would have any thing to fear, 


provided he exerted himſelf ſtrenuouſly | in bringing to light the governor's miſ- 


demeanors, that man predeſtinated to death, never ceaſed both out of firmneſs 
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of temper, and out of hatred rothe governor, to accumulate accuſations againſt 
him, without ever minding how expoſed he was himſelf to an attack. That man 
adviſed and inſti o2:ed by the general, and become bolder and bolder, had of late 
ſet up a number of new accuſations againſt the governor; and in the violence of 
his wickedneſs and "malice he had never minded that he was left alone, and 
had remained expoſed to an attack. The Governor having refuted all his im- 


putations; brought proofs of Nandcomar's great miſdemeanors and crimes ; and 


. & 663 4 


this affair made ſo much noiſe, that the queſtions and anſwers of theſe two men 


were written dow in the Engliſh Language and character; and the whole Nandeoma⸗ 
W ws executed. 
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being bound up together in the form of a book, was ſent to England, from 
which ſuch vaſt number of copies were drawn out, that this ſubject is be- 
come famous, and an object of wuch curioſity in that nation. Nevertheleſs 
the general's protection having proved of no avail againſt a crime that had 


been fully aſcertained, Nandcomar underwent his ſentence in the manner 
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ſtatued; and on the ſeventeenth of Djemady, of the year one thouſand one 
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hundred and eighty nine, he was drawn up and hanged by the neck. His 
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Mahmed-Re- 
za-qhan joins 


the geaesal's 


2 Party. 


Sober and 
righteous advice 
of Ali-hibrahizas 


ghaa to hum. 


money and effects were regiſtered, and then delivered to his ſon Radja 


mongſt other ſtrange things found in his houſe, there came out a ſmall caſket. 


n R B ER 


Goordaſs. They ſay that the whole amounted to fiſty- two lacs in money, 
and full as much more in efſccts and other property in his poſſeſſion. A- 


containing the forged ſeals of a number of perſons of diſtinction: In con- 
ſequence of this diſcovery, his malicious arts were dragged to open light, 
and they met with what they well deſerved, 
TuIsõ trial which occupied the attention of the public, did not divert it 
cindy from the manocuvres of Mahmed-reza-qhan. T his man who has a 
great deal of haſtineſs as well as inc onſtance 1 in his compoſition, no ſooner 
obſerved the prevalence of General Clavering's party, than he conceived a 
defire of joining him. Such a ſtep was vigorouſly oppoled by Aaly -hybra- 


hin-qhan, in whoſe temper, prudence and foreſight, ſeem to predominate.. 


This nobleman uſed often to fay : let us go on as we have hitherto been 
“ going. The governor has certainly ſaved your life and honor: withous 
e forgetting ſuch benefits, and becoming ungrateful of {uch favours, let 
cc us wait and ſee what will become of the two parties: if the governor 
« holds out, he ſhall think himſelf obliged by your firmneſs of temper, 
* and the ſteadineſs of your friendſhip and attachment to him ; and he (hall. 
« find means enough to promote your well-fare in a manner adequate to your 
* rank: and ſhould the general become abſolute, he will not for that bear 


6 you any grudge : for you have not done him any wrong, nor have you- 


miſbehaved to him; nor hav2 you done any thing to. render him your 


“ enemy: it is even probable, that pleaſed with the ſteadineſs of your tem / 
<c per, he ſhall uſe you in a manner ſuitable to your rank. and Ration. This 
diſcourſe was unqueſtionably full of ſenſe; but it was more than could be- 
digeſted by the proud mind of Mahmed-reza-qhan, who is naturally opini- 


onated in his temper ; and who ſwelled with the remembrance of that' degreo 


of power and authority, which accidents of chance had once thrown into his 


hands 
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| hands looks upon the predictions of provident men as ſo many  refleRions. 


vpon his own prudence. - Mahmed- -reza-qhan not chuſing to pay a re- 


gard to che Qhan- s advice, opened a correſpondence with the general 
and with his adherents, and ſhewed a deſire of attaching himſelf to his 


party. Such a ſtep could not but diſpleaſe the governor, who however 
faid nothing, and let him go his ways ; mean while the general recommended 
him to the office of deputy of Mubarec-ed-d681lah in the Nizamet, that is, 


in the diſpoſal of that Prince's houſehold ; and alſo to the general Fodjdary: 
which in theſe days means the preſervation of the country from high-way 
men and houſe - breakers, and the power of pronouncing final judgment upon 


the crime s of houſe-breaking, thieving, murder, and fornication. He ad- 
ded to this a large Galary, and prevailed upon the council to inveſt him in thoſe 
offices by a ſplendid drefs of honor, to which were added ſeveral others for his 


children and dependants. After fo much ſucceſs, Mahmed-reza-qhan ſet out 


on the i5 of Ramazan 1189; and in a few days he arrived at M8r{h8dabad 
the ſecond of Shevval, whije he applyed himſelf cloſely to the buſineſs of his 
office; and as it appears that the inhabitants of that great city accuſtomed to 
kim long ago ſhewed themſelves ſubmiſſive to his authority, he ou his ſide 
pleaſed with a return of goad fortune, took care to diſplay broad open the ſtaud- 
ard of authority and command. On the tenth of Zilhidj of chat lame year he 
martied his-eldeſt daughter to Mahimed-zeky-qhan, ſon to his elder brother 
NMahmed-hoſſein - qhan; and his:eldeſt ſon, Behram · djung, to the eldeſt daugh- 
ter of Hadjy Iſmzil: che two pouſes being beth children of -Rabia-begum's 
two daughters. But the ſatis faction of the two families was damped by the 


death of Rabia-begum. herſelf, wbo was daughter to Hadji-ahmed, and conſort 
to Ata-ollah-qhan:. ſhe departed this life the 23 of Djemady,in the year 11893 3 


and by her deathſhe deprived Matimed-reza-ghan ofthe only remaining ſtock 
by which he held to the family of Ali · verdi. qhan, the majeſtuous in war. 
This princeſs although famous for her vices and debauches, had likewiſe 

: | C | | - - many 
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| Fdify ing death 
ö cfaubla-bhegum, 
ö the laſt remain- 
ing deſcendant 
of Aali-verdi- 
Aau's family. 


A vioient 
Zarthquake, 


gentlemen, and to the nobles and people of thoſe parts. He even acquired 


Jhan, having this year offered ſome rudeneſs to many of Mubarrec-edd68lah's 


409 
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many good qualities. Long ago ſhe. had repented of her paſt liſe, and in 
her laſt ſickneſs ſhe had renewed her repentance, had taken witnefles of it; 
and in her laſt moments, ſhe had not ceaſed in the preſence of a number of 
perſons to prenounce the fine words (55),which implied her firm believe inthe 
unity of God, and in the miniftry of the ſeal of prophets, both tenets qualified 
by a real confeilion of his ſucceſſors. She departed her life in full repentance of 
her paſt conduct, and in the full invocation of the divine forgiveneſs. O Lord 
fpould you puniſh 17 for ber miſdeeds, you have that. rigbt: ſhe is your bond-wo- 
man, and your euprit ; and ſhould you forgive ber, you would not be inconſiſtent ; 
for you are the moſt mercifut of the merciful 656%. 
Ir was in the ſame year that we were tightened: in Bengal by an earth- 
quake. It was fo violent, that nothing equal to it can be remembered theſe 
forty or fifty years paſt. It happened on the 27th of Shevval, in the ſame 
year that Mahmed-reza-qhan conferred the Divanſhip of the Nizamet to 
Aali-hibrim- qhan who had layed him under ſuch a load of efſential lervices and 
obligations. At the lame time he ſent Lieutenant of his Fodjdary office all 
over Bengal: for inſtance, Nezer-baki-beg of Balqh, was appointed to the 
Lieutenancy of Azim-abad : : a man who comported himſelf withſo much mo- 
deration and benignity, as to render his perſon equally agreeable to the Engliſh 


ſach a good character, chat no complaint was ever prefered againſt him: ſo 
careful was he, chat no injury and no harm ſhould be offered to the people 


entruſted to his care. It was remarked on this occa ſion, that Mahmed-reza- 


„2 a. — — 
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(S5) The fine words are theſe, There it no God but God, and Mohammed is hi; Meſſenger. Theſe words which 
conſtitute the Muſſulman profeſſion of faith, are revealed in the Coran: To theſe the Shyahs tes. adjed ſome 
hundred years aſter, And Ali is the holy of God and the heir of the Meenger of God; and it is this profeſſion of faith, 
which by engroſſing the affe tions 2 thaſe men, has introduced that blaſphemous ſaying fo common in Perſia 
and that has found its way even into India: Eghtir aali Nd wiſt, ea Dodd hem djoda n 722 Tf Aali be not God 
he is not very different from God neither. Nay, there is a particular ſe& amongſt the Shyahs tbat openly attri- 
guts Divinity to Aaliz and theſe are called Naſſerier, and moreover take a pride in that PRO 


(56) An Arabick paſſage of the Coran, . uſed in the oftice of the dead. 
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favourites, and dllobliged that Prince greatly ; the latter ſo "a from affording 


them aſſiſtance and protection, did not even - forbid ſuch an incroach- 
ment upon his own independance : : the deputy diſmiſſed likewiſe Qha- 
| dum-aali-qban, a a nobleman in many reſpeds reſembling his father Qha- 
dum-hoſſdin-qlan, and who after the Eunuch Aitbar-aali-qhan' 5 diſmiſſion, 
bad for ſome while acted as abſolute director of Mubarec-edd85lah's houſe- 
hold. Mahmed-reza-qhan, who had taken umbrage againſt his influence, had 
cavalierly dimiſſed him from his office, without his maſter's having even at- 
tempted to utter a ſingle word in his behalf: although there were promiſes enough 


and conventions, and much attachment between the maſter and the miniſter. 
Nahmed- -reza-qhan was likewiſe guilty of ſome other ſtreſſes of authority, 


which drew upon him a general blame. It muſt be obſerved that the times 
were now become ſo corrupt, chat every man in Mubarrec-eddo8lah's houſe- 
hold was addicted to infidelity and malverſation, and had it in cuſtom to 


reckon as fair booty every rupee which he could embezzle out of his 


charge. So much liberty could not pleaſe Ali: hibrahim- qhan's reſerve and 


ſtrictneſs, who being a ſtranger to the family, would neither plunder himſelf 
nor ſuffer any others to plunder. This gave a general offenſe; and people 
turned Mahmed-reza-qhan's mind ſo effectually, that thoſe infinite obli- 
gations which he had ſo often acknowledged, ſlipt out of his memory; and at 


laſt a breach took place between them. And as originally there was but little 


reſemblance, or ſunilarity between their reſpective tempers, the inſtigations FL 


envy were ſown in a fayourable ſoil, and ſoon grew up to a great head, ſo as 
ſoon to effect a laſting breach. 
The candle where the wick ſmoaks yet will eaſily catch fire 2 
I was at firſt a ſort of vague inſinuations againft that honored Quan, which 
being often mentioned amongſt his dependants, ſoon took an air of com- 
plaint, and at laſt degenerated into formal reproaches. Mahmed-reza-qhan 
was often heard to uſe theſe, and the like expreſſions ; “ Gentlemen, 1 have 


no 
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no genius for ROD verſes ; nor do Lroll my rurbant, o or wear my clothes 
©. as the-Hindoſtanics, that I may pretend to enter into any compariſon wich 
4c them with regard to genius and taſte. All theſe expreſſions glanced at 
Aly-hibrahim-qhan's way ef living. Indeed it» muſt be acknowledged that 
this noble perſon has received the gift af making his'turbant; and of wear. 
ing his clothes with a taſte and an elegance (58) peculiat to himſelfa and 
in chat he has been endowed: by nature with a felicity of genius, and an 
amenity of manners that render him the admiration of the” high! as well as 
the low: one of his many talents is the faculty of uttering oſten extempore 
verſes; and as Mahimed-reza-qhanacknowledges himſelf deſtitute of thoſe. ta- 
tents, it follows of courſe that the equality of temper and the elegance of 


action and ſpeech, ſo conſpicuous inthe Qhan, were taken up as a matter of 
indirect Feproach upon himſelf: he broke forth at laſt, and diſmiſſed him 
from his office. It happened at that time that Banny-begum, third daughter of 
Rabia · beguin = and a woman of a vicious life and ſhameful inchnations, hav- 
ing in imitation of the great folks of Lindoſtan, formed into a band, ſome 
of her flave girls, joined to a mitaber: of other Jooſe women, which ſhe had 
taken in her pay, the got them inſtructed in che arts of dancing and ſing- 
ing, and often amuſed herſelf with their performances, This woman who 
was of a ſhrewd and intriguing turn of mind „ unclertook to feduce Ali. hibra- 
im- dhan; ſo that ſhe layed'a ſnare to bring him into diſrepute. Under pre- 
tence of making him ſome return for the obligations under which he had 
layed: MahemdIreza han, her brother-in-law, ſhe adopt 5 him for her 15 


td 8 — eas A. * * I on hs. „ 
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(52) Had the authox ſeen nis friend at Banares with bracelets at his willing ; his — toes, nails, dyed in in 

red, and his hands ſtainied in ſaffron; his'eye-laſhes and brows, and his hair and whifkers;painted: black; a very 
tum Päy-dama or iong drawers, as tight as any worn by women, with intent to expreſs every part of their bo- 
dies; his hair Evt in bobri, like a petit maitre: in a word affecting all the little artifices which are objected to 
even a youth: of twenty, and which ſurely muſt look glaringly odd in a man of ſeyenty.z- had our author ſeen 
all that ſcenery, he would have not taken ſo many pains to tell us that Mahmed-reza-qhan, in order to torn one 
f his dependants out of office, had betaken himſelf to che expedient of engaging him firſt of all into an in- 
ærigue with a rich ſiſter- n- la of his, and hereby diſhonoring the contriver's family, 2 3 — e a * 
| xcllary, before he could with ſafety Proceed on the intended nn 15 


ot | ; albeit ther; 
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mer; wee ſhe was not reſtraned by dne fontples which: always have their 


weight with women accuſtomed to live veiled and immured; and ſhe had 
dever made any difficulty of ſhewing herſelf to molt people, unveiled (59), 


ſhe comimencedgivingeatertainmentswoAaly-hibrabim-ghan, andappearing al- 


waysimhispreſence, andihat too unveiled, As there were always in theſe enter- 
tainments ſome particular favorites of Mahmed:reza - qhan's, a8 fully envi- 


ous of chat nobleman's reputation, n their miſter himſeif, every thing was 
ſtraighi reported whims and. matters went no farther for a time: when the 
princeſs obſerving that one of her girls had made an impreſſion on the 
Qhan's heart, 6fered her to him, adding that ſhe was a girl. ob her's, and 


that ſhe made him a preſent of ber perſon. The other gueſts, as well as. 


the favorites of that artful woman, who were all of the complot againſt the 


| Qhan, having obſerved ſcruples i in him, made i it a point to encourage | his 4 


timidity : | hat harm i is in that?” ſaid they. © Is not the girl her property? 


ce Her miſtreſs cransfers i it to you : : what can be che then cauſe of ſo much 


ec precaution and ſo many denials?” It muſt be obſerved that i in thoſe days 
Marth8dabad wore "y much d the appearance of one : of Loth's towns (60); 


D_ . 
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(59) Theſe veils which bave eight feet in length Fry in breadth, are wank of che thinneſt tant 
ſome gauze- -like tuff, elegantly edged with a thin lace, and lined a the edge with a piece of coloured taffety, four 
fingers broad.” Some of them made of ſilk do nut weigh above two ounces. Theſe iveils are placed upon the 
head by the middle of their length, ſo as that the taffety and gold edg.ng ſhould fall on the forehead ; and to 
prevent the flaps from hanging to the ground, they are eareleſſly thrown over theſhollder ; by which manages 
ment the whole body as far as below the middle is covered with that thin ornament, as well as part of the face g 
and were the Ladies in Europe to know what a bewitching effe& that thin covering is apt to have upon an de- 
tant ſhape (and this kind of beauty. with a gentle face, is quite common in India) hey would never be without 
it. However the appearing, whether veiled or not, before a man is of more importance than Europeans wo 
be apt to believe: according the Hindoſtany notions, ſuch a condeſcendence implies or .concedes every, ather 
complaiſance: henge the Indian expreſſion Oe Rette: be, ſne Rands to him, does not ay from him that is, ſhe 


is upon the moſt familiar terms with hin. a 
( 60 ) This very ſevere obſervation of our author” s 1 the city of FI A is the more es, 


there is a man ofſenſe and obſervation who after. having lived ſeuenteen years conſecutive y In that city, auer 


that altho' the :rime of non-conformiſm is veither puniſhed by the Magiſtrate in that country nor pointed out 
with tha deteſtation with which it is hooted in Europe; and altho apparent rari Nantes in gurgite waſlo, never- 
theleſs the Nuri Nantet ate known and pointed out:; which proves that the crime is not ſo common as fome have 
deen apt tothiak, who have tnouglitleſſiy compared that city to Naples. Indeed excepted amongſt foreigners, fact 
as P. and Tartars;it-is hardly heard of amongſt Indians in general, and eſpecially amongſt Gentoos. But 
: fuch aibagalogy could 2 W * abad where the author was born; nor tor thoſs 
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and it is All pretty Auch the ſame to days ter people ** to look: at 
their honor, or at that of others. Nay, the wealthy and powerful having! ſer 


a part ſums of money for theſe ſorts of amours, uſed to ſhew the way, and to 
entrap and ſeduce the unwary, the poor, and the feeble; and as the pro- 


verb ſays: $9 is the king, fo becomes his people, theſe amours got into faſhion. 


- Doubtleſs ſome poor and virtuous people mult have preſerved: veſtiges of mo- 


deſty, and muſt have refiſted the general corruption of manners; but moſſ of the 


grandees and rich * on whom * could caſt your, eyes, were enſlaved by 


this vice: : . * . PR 4 +4 / x 


66 Every hem on which I could thruſt my hand, proved ſviled with dirts 


4 Do you ſee that Frey mountain vonder ? behind it is a deſart plain. 


* 


Although the Qhan was a man of great ſenſe, and naturally averſe to fock 


Kinds of intrigaes, yet he lenta willing ear to che devil's s ſuggeſtions, that enemy 


of mankind ; and on the i intrearies of the Princeſs, he ſent (ar leaſt foi it is re- 


| ported, ) two or three times for the girl,on her miſtreſs $ repeated i intreaties, or at 


leaſt, they impured that foible to him: this was ſoon known, and Took was 
layed hold of, as a ſufficient caute for a breach. The Nav rab parted with 


him; and in public Derbar or in full court, he drew-t up narratives of that 


proceeding, as having diſhonoured his houſe and family, and rent the veil that 
eovered their chaſtity ; altho in realie lach a publication tended only to diſ- 


honour it ſtill further; but he had his motives in that: for he was fearful, leſt 
the Englith ſhould find fault with him for parting, on ſo eaſy terms, v ich a man 
to whom. he confeſſedly owed the higheſt obligations. This at leaſt is what 


| occurs to feeble minds like mine: for other wie ſuch a conduct is incompre- 


benſible. Be it as it will, the Navvab having introduced the ſub ect more 


| than once at his levee, and abvays with a deal of aerimony, he at laſt (this 


was the x6th Sufur i in the 0 year, 1 bon 522 diſmiſſed Arbe ante from his 
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of Azimabad, . where he had EE ſo much of his tics: the 1 of thoſe cities is notor iouſ- 


ly" known to have contained Seraglios in the ſtyle of that which accompanied Trajan in his expedition in Perſ a t 
and the other two cities are known to coutain houſes of ſuch a, nature 2 would abe & an Low” 
lich nen. 


1 = ” 4 : - * 
* ö | 
* | | offi 
4 a 8 
* . 4 = 


— 


274 4h EE 


MUPAQHER 1 N. 


5 and the ſame day he carried bis eldeſt fon Behram- djung to the palace, 
and got him inſtalled in that office by Maubarec:edd68lah, who honored him 
with a rich dreſs of honor, called Qbylaat. Aaly-hibrahim- -qhan on this i in- 
telligence, which he received with a deal of eaſe and tranquillity, retired to a 
corneft᷑ of his houſe, and from that time intirely abſtained from going to court 


and making viſits. But notwithſtanding that retreat, ſuch was the opinion 


entertained of his probity and diſintereſtedneſs, that although his revenue was 


but ſmall, and his viſual temper ſeemed altered by his diſgrace, yet he lived in 


the utmoſt honor and eſtimation; and the public opinion on his account ran ſo 
ſtrong, that ha houſe became a rendezvous for the high and low. 
af was in thoſe times of Mahmed-reza-qhan's prevalence that his favourite 


Sj: mahmed- dban,a Perſian by birth, but a man ſhrewd and wary to a high 


Uegree, who had got uch an aſcendant over his maſter, as to govern him i in- 


tirely, married one ol the relicts of Rezy-eddin- mahmed. -qhan, and got by 


that means poſſeſſion of his eſtate. The matter came to paſs i in a prexcy ſtrange 


manner: it appears chat Rezy-eddin. mahmed- qhan intending many years 
ago to perform a pilgrimage to the glorious Mecca, had given him a paper 


by which he appointed him bis e executor in his ee and that altho” the 


Teltaior had long ago altered his reſolution, and many years had clapfed 8 


ſince chat tranſaction, he had departed this life without minding the paper. 
He left a great eſtate in money and jewels, with a very noble palace, and 
Kos) bath. After his deceaſe epd. mahmed. -ghan armed with that paper, 
which had been all this while tor gotten in his bands, took poſſeſſion of 
the deceaſed's eſtate, brought his wives and ſon under his countroul, 
and lome time after, he managed ſo dexterouſſy, and interpoſed the me- 
diation of 10 many proper perſons, that he eſpouſed one of the deceaſed's 


conſorts, but a different one from the lady that had a 1 75 (although {Ul the per- 


bon moſt beloved of the deceaſed three conſorts, and likewiſe the perſon that was 


worth the molt money and [II — he bound ber 10 the formality of 
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2 marriage, and took poſſeſſion of boch her ckarms and wealth, - Bat this mar- 
| riage became ſo very odious to che public;/and it encitedl ſlick a dateſtation in 
all ranks againſt the word executor, that Sadr- .d-hac-qhan, the firſt magiſtrate of 
the Province, being then upon his death-bed 4. and his- phyſician Aled-ollah- 
ꝗqban, who had anunlimitedinfluence over his, patient's mind, having introduced 

2 certain pretended Arabian, one (Syd Mahmed (who by the bye is indeed 

a ſtrange fellow likewiſe,) for a very proper man to he made his executor.; 

this word was no ſooher pronounced, than the dying man's conſort, who 
actually was. at hand behind a veil, fell a crying; and ſhe exclaimed as 

loud as ſhe could, that ſhe was an old woman, that needed neither an ex- 

*  ecutor nor A huſband; O and that ſke.. would ſuffer none at all. The 
| fick man overcome. by her intreaties and tears, red his word, although 
| accuſtomed to obey implicitly. his phyſician? nod; and he died without 

appointing any executor at all; nor is there any thing ſo ſtrange in chat; 3 

what i is really very ſtrange, is chat the phyſician, ruffied by this refuſal of ap- 
| pointin g that man of an ambiguous character for an executor, quitted che 
houſe exceeding diſcontented, and never returned ſinee. 

Wuksr this ſingular affair was a ſubject | of general animadverſion, Mah- 
med reza-qhan thought proper to marry Mahmed- -aaly-qhan, his brother's 
reli; a nobleman who had been ſucceſſively governor of Ilam-abad, H8 ly, 

and Pooraniah, at which laſt place he had departed this life. This lady had 
two ſons from her late huſband, who had left her a great fortune in money 
and jewels; nor woitd-ſhe. hear of a tecond marriage, But by a proper 


meſddiation, and the uſe of proper means, ſhe was after a deal ef trouble and 


e irtreaties, prevailed upon to yield her conſent. | Ic i 15 ſaid that at the period 


when Mahmed- reza-qhan was a Naib or Deputy. -governor of all Bengal, 
he had already conceived an attachment to chis lady, (which of courſe mult 
have been of ald landing: for he had already had a glimpſe of her charms 4 
ſeme years before, when in the height of his power.) His houſe was necel- 

| grün 
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ſurily reſorted to by both the women his relations, and thoſe of many 


other perſons of diſtinction; at which time he had often opportunities of tak. 


as a peep at them, and as ofien conceived che deſire of enjoying their com- 


pany: for which purpoſe he uſed to employ a variety of means to overcome 


the reluctance of ſome fair ones that rejected his propoſals. Although chere 
was then a great deal of talk about theſe matters (which ſome how never fail- 
ed to become public) and a great deal of ſlander, about the anſwers of ſome 
of thoſe women which were always given at length and in the very words 
(61), yet it would be improper to mention them here; and it would be a pity 
to ſpend any time in relating ſuch ſubjects. It was in thoſe times that Mah- 
med-aaly-qhan's conſort frequenting her brother-in-law's ſeraglio, on account 
of her near relation to the family, he found means to ſee her once, and con- 
ceived for her perſon an inclination which he could not ſatisfy, but ſome 
years after, when the lady becoming a widow, was prevailed upon to conſent 
to a marriage, and was married in all the forms preſcribed by law: (62), and 
let the credit of this ſtory ſtand upon the faith of che — and memori- 
aliſts. 

By this time the diſputes between the Governor and the general having riſen 
to the utmoſt height, each of chem nſec} to write -his LS to the King 
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(69) Th s lady, which is a tall fair we man of a 3 elegant figure, is extremely. reſpedted for her nab 
chaſte widowood, and for her prefent very mod eſt con uct. 

(62) One of thoſe refraftory ladies, which by the bye was of a high pedigrez, being a grand daughter of the Nave 
vab Ser-efraz-qhan, a d to which nature had bs: towed that pale gold hue fo much eſtremed in India, ( here 


it is much more valued. chan tue a 1 or White color,) Mas, actually going to a Rendez-vous: but as chairs uſed 
for women are ſo far clof e and veiled, that re perſon ſitting, never ſees whither ſhe is carried, nor how, nor 
by hom; her chan men who. had been bu:bed, carried ho, amp into che middle of ahmez- eꝛa: qhanꝝ 
apartment. This nobleman, who had more than ence aſked aims of that fine lady, and had as oiten been re» 
faſed, now made his appearance; wtreated ber. charuy, and made nie as befor © of many introaties aud ſuppiica» 
tions, to w ich he added two trays covered with fine ſtuffs and ſome jewels. To all that the fair one did not. 
Pay the feaſt attention; nor even did” me vonchafe ſo mueli a to c & a look at it: zallead ot chat, ihe <oRantly 
kept her eyes aloof, where ſhe was coldly buſy in counting over the beams and joiſters of the roof; ; nor did ſhe 
condefcend fe much as once to caſt a look upon her diſconſolate petitioner ; inſtead of that the went on 
rallying him merciletlly and with the moſt diſdainful look. upon that iaſatiablefels of his, which made him 
co vet every fine woman be came to hear of, whilſt at the ſame time, his ſtock iu bank proved ſo ill furniched 
with caſh, that his deſk was full of bills unanſwered, aud of draughts unhonored. Tye. brow beaten lord, 
finding that nothing was to be got ſrom th t haughty fair — but mercues 2 Was angel to Waals 


her: aud ſhe went away without ſo 4 as faluting. 
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The third year aſter the general's arrival, by which time Colonel Monſon was 


already dead, there came a letter from home, mentioning, the governor's in- 


the general was likewiſe wrote to by his friends, that as the governor was co- 


ming home, he, the general, had been appointed to the government of Ben- 


the governor uſed to fit, as preſident” of the aſſembly. The latter repriman- 


ded him for ſuch a precipitation and want of ſenſe; but the general, naturally 


ted, as to fall fick : he was an old- man; and his ſorrow and reſentment preyed 


which he was greatly attached; (63) and having on that account given a 
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of England and to the Company, and each of them received yearly anſwers 
tendedaleparture, and that in that caſe; he muſt place che general in his ſtead: 


gal. On this ſurmiſe.the general without waiting for the opening of the dif- 
patches to the Governor, concluded that he had been in fact appointed to 


that high office; and coming into the Council-room, he took his ſeat where 


violent, becoming ſtill more violent on what was juſt paſſing; uttered a num- 
ber of inconſiderate words, and a quantity of unworthy expreſſions : on which 
the governor according to the cuſtom of his nation, ſubmitted the whole of 
the diſpute with it's queſtions and anſwers,to the deciſion of the Supreme-royal- 
court-of juſtice ; and thoſe Magiſtrates on mature examination adjudged the 
cauſe to the governor : moreover they reprimanded the general for his haſtineſs 
in ſuch terms, as affected the credit of his aſſertion. In this manner: the go- 
yernor kept his Ration and rank ; but the general, unable to digeſt the ſhame 
he had undergone, retired extremely ruffled to his houſe : and a ſenſe of his 


diſgrace preſſing inceſſantly upon his lofty mind, he became ſo deeply affec- 


lo much upon his conſtitution „that he ſoon appeared to be quite diſpirited 
and ſunk. It happened that in thoſe very letters from home, that had cauſed 


ſo much ill blood, the governor had received a licence to marry a Lady to 
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( 63 ) The ſtor» reported of this Lady is ſingular enough. Born at Archangel in the very north of that very 
northern country, Ruſſia, ſhe married a german officer, who was refoi med, and who finding that matters went 
il) with him, repaired to England to ſeek a livelyhood, and from thence to India, where he lived by pencilling 
mini- tures, for which he had ſome ſmall talent. But the governor having put it in his power to purchaſe an e- 
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great entertainment, he firſt of all others invited the general to honor it with 

his pteſence: the latter excuſed himſelf on his ſickneſs, and on the weakneſs of 

his body; but the governor himſelf having repaired to his houſe, and by dint 

of entreaties prevailed upon him to come with him to the aſſembly, the 

general made ſuch a long ſtay there, that on his return home, he found him- 

felf much worſe. Unhappily the Phyſician whom out of precaution, he had 

brought from home, and who was particularly attached to him, having miſta- 

ken his caſe, ſo as to order a clyſter againſt the general's intreaties and inclina- 

tion, the remedy as ſoon as it was received, brought on a Syncope ; and the 

general ſurrendered his ſoul to his makers- 

Fao x this time Mr. Francis ſuffered a diminution in his influence, whilſt 

there accrued to the governor an acceſſion of power; and although Mr. Wheeler, : 
who had ſucceeded Colonel Monſon, ſided with Mr. Francis, and became his 

friend, yet the latter's party benefited nothing by it: being overborne by the 

governor's high ſtation, and overawed by his ſuperior genius and ſaperior 
| knowledge. The fact is that the governor's influence, had already taken the 

upper hand; and ſoon after Colonel Monſon's death, the general's party had 


loſt much of it's energy, in ſo much that thoſe Engliſh rulers and others, who 


had been appointed by his intereſt againſt the governor's mind, now loſt their 
uſual ſupport : but after the demiſe of the general himſelf, their fate could not 


long remain in ſuſpenſe. Mr. Briſtow was recalled from Lucknow ; Mr. Sage 


from Azim-abad ; Mr. F ouk, from Banares, as well as Mr. Goran from MSr- 


ſi8rdibad : and others were appointed in their ſtead, that is Mr. Middleton 
and Mr. Law, and Mr. Gram; bat Mr. Baber was ſent to M9 chh8rdabad, to 
be the hinge and center of all buſineſs there. As to Radja-goordals, ſon of the 
deceaſed Nandecomar, the Zovernor both to condole with him, a likewiſe 


to oblige the general, promoted him to the Divanſhip of Mubarec-eddoulah's 


— 


— 
a * * 


Kate in Saxony, he ctivo:ced his wife, wh'ch was eſpouſed by the former ; and indeed ſhe muſt have been a wo» 
man of uncommon merit, to have made ſo laſting an impreition on fo ſublime a genius as Haſtings. At the ſame 
time it muſt be ackno wledged that ihe did him lome little harm, by unſeaſonab!y parading in jewels, after landing 
in England, although there are now Ladies i England that mult have imported from India a great deal more 
of that g littering und of property than hen tell. | | 


. 5 | houſe 


The General 
dies of a broken 


hearts 
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houſe; and after that, ſtill out of regard to che general, he appointed him to the 
Divanſhip of che Khaliſſah of Bengal, although he was little capable of ſuch 
an office : but he did not enjoy it long, and on the general's demiſe, or even 
after Colonel Monſan's demiſe, he loſt that appointment and remained ſhut 
vp in his houſe for a long time; when by Mauny begum:'s intereſt, he was 


appointed a ſecond time tothe Superiutendance of Mubarec-cdd68lah's houſe; 
and he arrived at che city about the middle of the ſecond Djemady of the 
year 1192. As ro Mahmed-reza-qhan, he loſt by the General's demiſe much 
Mihmed-re- of his ſtrength: his influence grew daily feebler; and at laft it was reduced 


Za- qhan diſgra- 
d and diimil- 15 f ; 
Let. to nothing: they add that the governor ſttuck with tome particulars of his 


conduct, did not truſt him altogether; ſo that he was dimiſſed from the office 

of General Fodjdat and principal Magiſtrate of Bengal ; and he loſt alſo his 

appointment of deputy to Mubarec-edd68ah,. Sadr el hac- qhan was appoint» 

ed to ſucceed him in thoſe two offices, although the governor himſelf muſt 

have deen ſenſible, that ſo much buſineſs was by all means above the old man's 

capacity and ſtrength: nevertheleſs as he had become one of the governor's 

acquai ntances ſo early as the latter's firſt appearance in Bengal; and at his ſecond 

coming he had proved himſelf an aſhduous worſhiper at the altar of his power, 

without ever relaxing in the revolutions that had followed; and as great men 

with much tenderneſs of heart, are apt to prefer a perſonal attachment to any 

public qualification; che governor deviſed choſe two offices for him as a reward 

| for his attachment , although they ſeemed to be ſo much aboye his Sabre: The 

man was at once raiſed to the ſummit of honour and power. Radja Goordals 

who had preceded him by ſome time, brought an order for Mahmed-reza- 

| qhan's diſiniffion, and a letter to Mubarec-edd681ah, requeſting that untill 

Sadr-el- hac han s arrival, he ſhould continue all the officers of the F odjdary 

„ as they ſtood with Mahmed- -reza-qhan, but under his own order. Such a re- 

apron ach volution could not but pleaſe Manny-begum , who had been all this white 
Putting up fervent prayers for ſuch a return of happy days as theſe : ſhe aſſu- 

| med 


f 
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med a new life, but became deſirous of keeping from the old man the office 
of Mubarec-edd68lah's deputy; and ſhe even earried her views fo far as to en- 
deavour to wrell alſo the Fodjdary and the Divanſhip from his hands, if poſſibl e. 
Full of this ſcheme, ſhe diſpatched her houſehold Divan to Calcutta, to lay 
her requeſts before the governor, eſpecially about wreting the deputy-ſhip 


from the old man's hands. The Governor to humour her, promiſed wonders; 
and ſome days were ſpent in conference with the two parties: but at laſt the 
matter ended juſt as the Governor had determined at firſt, with ſome flight 


laſt on the ſecond of Djemady, Sadc-el-hac-quaa arrived at M8iſh8dabad. 


As he was a man of much ſimplicity of manners, and had become decrepit 


with old age, it happened that in tranlacting buſinets, and even in going to 
or coming from Court, and in preſeating himſelf before Mubarec edo81lah 
he was unadvertently guilty of ſome actions thu Jilcorece | che debility of 


his body, and not only dætracted much from his We. Zur, bat allo rea ered his 


mahmed- ally, a Perſian born, to the Fodidary of Azun-abad;ihe migitlrature 
ot which city, he gave at the ſame time to Aga -· abdol-tahecm. But as chis Mah- 
med- ally, who was a man of narrow principles, came ſoon to behave very ill, 
he ſoon loſt his com mand, which laſted but little, and he acquired the averſion 
of all che inhabitants of that city, which he fille with diſcontents 
and heart-burnings. But it is time for us now to take our leave of 
thele tranſaQions of interior police all over Eengal, in © order to turn our 
eyes upon thoſe events in which that ccuntry has cut fo great a figwe in 
the Indian world, and "RO? la thole louthern parts of it known under 
the name of Decan. 

Inn Marhatta Empire hich has ſtill its two ſeats or nb in 


ble Couthern regions, had been for a length of ume governed by 
D  Baladji-rdo 


alterations however, to oblige Mubarec-edd63lah and Manny-begum. At 


perſon ridiculous. He had appointed (for a ſum of moucy they lay} one Aga- 


4 2 
2 - . £%. w 
' — — 5 - LE 1 * = 
_ ——_— — - — — = — 9 ” 
\ Y : : 
ad 4 eZ * — — — « 
4 4 aa "4 - « -— 2 


. WIE Sh 2 @ 


> 


* — TT x 2 - 
> £1 - * — 
1 4 _ a i. 
2 1 - 4 7 — 
— 1 — = 
bd \ = _— * 9 * 
* . 133-7 ry * 


28 
* 
— 
r 


* 
— 


L "> > - 
——__— - 
-, a 


— 
1 


— 
— 


* 


RAM 


a wo 


—— 


= 
— 
— 


„ 


1 
2 
— = A 


. 2 


_ — „ 
- 
= Py - 
OS — — = 
— 9 
oy 


- = 
46 > JZ 1 
ES.» #. mu £ | 


. — 22 - —_— ab - 
* AL  — * 22 


CF — 
- **x rex 
4 . = 
_ * 


The author 
takes his leave 
of the interior 
parts of Bengal, 
in order to ſpeak 
of the Decan, 
and eſpecially 
of the Marhatta 
Empire. 


Manner by 
Thich the Eng- 
liſh have found 
their way into 
moſt parts of In- 
dia. 
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Balad;i-rio, who on the demiſe of Saho-radja (64), had aſſumed the admi- 
niſtration,and become ſovereign ofthe Marhatta dominions, where he cut ſo great 
a figure, that we ſhall be obliged to make full mention of him in the ſections 
relative to Decan, as much at leaſt, as his affairs are come to our knowledge. 


On his demiſe, his ſon ſucceeded him of courſe. But the deceaſed had alſo 


à brother, and it was Ragonat-rao; who thinking his pretenſions much ſupe- 


rior to thoſe of the young prince, his nephew, undertook” to: ſupport them. 


This produced ſome civildiſſentions which ended by putting the uncle under ſome 


confinement; and he was thought well lecured, when he found means to gain 
his guards, and by treaſon and artiſice, io kill his nephew, after which he 
took poſſeſſion of the adminiſtration, and fate in his ſtead. But as a great differ - 


ence of ſentiments prevailed amongſt the grandees of that Empire, whilſt ſe- 


veral of them took party with Ragonat-rao, the greateſt number however ſided 


with the re & of Baladji-rio's ſon, who was left pregnant. Her party raiſed 


the prince's t the ſupreme command, diſplayed the ſtandard of contention, 
and having vanquiſhed Ragonat-rao in battle, they confined him again: ne- 
vertheleſs after ſome time they concluded a treaty of friendſhip and union be- 
tween the princeſs and the uncle ; but che latter diſſatisfied with the terms im- 
poſed upon him, found an opportunity of eſcaping again; and he fled to the 
Engliſh of the factory of Bombay, where he entered into an agreement with 
them, and was received under their protection. Nor is this a novel event: 


it is in conſequence of ſuch and the like diviſions that moſt of the ſtrong 


holds, nay, almoſt the whole of Hindoſtan, have come into the poſſeſſion of 
the Engliſh. For inſtance, two princes contend for the ſame country, and one 


of chem applies to the Englifh, and informs them of the way and method of 


1 
9 


lt 


becoming maſters of it: By his inſinuations and by their aſſiſtance, he draws 


8 = 
————. —____ 


( 64 ) The words Saho-radia after. having been a proper name of one of the firſt MKarhatta founders, Ale 


| now become an appellative title of the Emperor of that nation, a prince of the Radjpoot or military race, «do 


always refides at Sataraz whilſt the acting and real Emperor, who is of the Brahman or ſacerdotal tribe, and re- 
ſdes at Poona, two days N. N. Eaſt of Satara, is called his Nang, or maternal uncle, aud 3s oſten the Fiſh va of 


tmne agent (or precurſor.) | ; 


on 
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to himſelf ſome of the leading men of the country, who being his friends, ave 


already faſt attached to his perſon; and mean while the Engliſh having con- 
cluded to their own mind ſome treaty and agretment with him, they for ſome 


time abide by thoſe terms, until they have acquired a good inſight into the 
government and cuſtoms of the country, as well as a thorough acquaintance 
with the ſeveral parties in it: and then they diſcipline an army, and getting 
themſelves ſupported by one party, they ſoon overcome the other, and little 
by little introduce themſelves into the country, and make a conqueſt of it: 
and although their introductor ſhould prove too ſhrewd for them, and ſhould 
give them che ſlip, ſtill they never diſpute with him; but being a ſet of men 
always wiſe and always in temper, they patiently wait until by his death ſome 
unworthy ſon comes to ſucceed him: at which time under his name and with- 
out opening any diſpute with him, or creating any ilt renown to themſelves, 
they compleat the conqueſt, and have the art to finiſh their buſineſs in ſuch a 
fly manner, that no reproach can be made to them: by which means the 
downfal of the people of thoſe parts, eſpecially of the great and pow- 
| erful ones, is ſoon obtained by the hands of one another; and all this 
is brought about ſo artfully, that the id iots ſet up by them, unaware of the 
above management, do oftheir own accord and motion work at the ruin of their 
equals: and mean while the Engliſh who ſeem quite paſlive, as if ſuffers 


ing themſelves to be lead, are in fact giving motion to the machine, 


both in Hindoſtan and in Europe. Mean while thoſe fools fancying them- 
ſelves ſhrewd in buſineſs, plume themſelves and ſtrut about, until the ſeeds 
| of miſchief planted by them, coming to ſhoot-up, the day of retribution and 
vengeance comes with them, and they pay and ſmart in their turn for hav- 
ing ſquandered away the litle money they had ſcraped together In working 
themſelves into thoſe honors and thoſe (tations they ſo little deſerved. They 


ſeem to be the center of a mighty buſtle, but in fact do nothing more than 


and turning thoſe ſots into ſo many objects of endleſs contempt and raillery, 


ruin 


Dark and 


ſevere hints a- 
gainſt Mahmed- 
reza-qhan. 
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ruin ſtill more, a country Already AI} fall at laſt under the lach of out- 
ſtanding ballances; and after paying into che threafury of the Engliſh as an 
equivalent, all the moaey they have before hoarded, they are now obliged 
to fit down with the odious character of having been the carriers and por- 
ters of exaction and tyranny: So that thoſe gloriovs rulers, after ruining all che 
world, and burning their own feathers, now become ſenſible of their loſſes, 
turn repentants; but it 4s only at a time when repentance cannot mend ihcir 
circumſtances, and when they have become alrea'! v fo infamous and ſo odi- 


ous, that this dyſtich becomes quite applicable to their Caſe: 
(65) © Have you ſeen what has done that jick aſs of a little man ? * 
He has borne all the odium ot the exaction „ and another has run: away with #1 t're 
BY profile.” | N 

To return to our narrative, the Governor of Bombay eve notice o all 
theſe troubles to Governor Huſhtin; and it was at 4 linie ah, the Git des 
between the French and Englith,  dilpuces which wee Of le landing, were 
-revived again on account of che afliliance which the former ha gu an to 
the men of America. Theſe men, who are of the fame race with be 2 
lich, bad theſe two or three hundred years. paſt leitled in America wiiltr 
is a New-found-land called Lengbi DSnia (66), much reſembling Inglar, 
and where thoſe men lived, bred children, ſpent. cheir lives, and died: On- 
iy they were under the juriſdiQion of the King of Etgland, and yielded 
obedience to his orders. Theſe men fince ſome time, (which-cannot be more 
than four or five years ago,) had revelted from their king, on account of 


his demanding more of them than was cuſtomary : they had tought his Oοοpοs 


— —— — 


— 


9 


(65) Theſe verſes wer- made about the year 1720, when Ethreff, the laſt of the Alg alt princes. ub iged '0 
"quit Isfahan, on the apyr-ach of Nadyr cooly-qhan, Alas Tahmaſp-cooly-yh.ng- plunder ed and {-cked ihe cu 
a well as the r yel threaſury, loaded his booty upon ſome hundred mules, and in bis £.oht to Sheeraz, was 
deren and obliged to run farther, after having loſt his threaſure: he was lain at laſt in endeavour ing to mak 


his eſcaps through the country of the Bal looches, where theſe ferocious people put an end to his l:fe, 


(o Theſe words which in Turkiſh ſiznify new dor have paſſed together with the news of the diſcoverv. 
From Turky to Perſia, and then to India; juſt as the Lues called by the Turks Fr ene Zahm-ti or the European Lore 


mens now known in Perſia by that name, and in Hindoſtan by a tranflate of thoſe words. | 
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and having killed the people that bad exerciſed in the King's name the 
* of binding and looſing, that is the members of the Council of that 
hnd, "they had fet-up of themſelves a government like a Council: not con- 


had come off victorious, and had occaſſoned to the king and company loſs 
ſes to the amount of corors. The French, at all times ſworn enemies to the 
Engliſh, reſolved to ingratiate themſelves with the Americans, and to turn 
their reve to ſome account for themſelves; and with that view they furniſh- 


for war- fare. The King of England incenſed at fach an aſſiſtance given at 
a time, when the term of peace between two nations was not yet expired, 
declared war againſt the king of the French alſo. 

tan, felt ſome” inquietude on the fide of the Marhattas and from Häider- 
Engliſh 1 in ſuch a manner as to come off victorious, and to make ſome advan- 
lighting of their own, and will ten times a day attack, and as many times 


again retreat or take to flight; and they are accuſtomed to reduce to great 


thoſe accounts reckonned a war with them to be a difficult piece of 


very where a conſummate {kill and wiſdom thought it expedient to cloſe with 


Ragonat-rio* 8 propoſals: an ally that put in his hands the great advantage of 


project was to ſend an army into Decan, on pretence of aſſiſting Ragonãt - ro 


98 


tent with all that, they kad more than once given battle to the king's troops, 


ed them with cannon, muſkets, powder and ball, and all the neceſſaries 


Ir was at a time when the Engliſh nation ſecure on every fide in Hindoſ- 
nak. * This Hiider-nfik, had ten or twelve years ago waged war with the 
tage of i it. The Marhattas were full as dangerous: as they have a way 'of 


ſtraights, for want of water and neceffaries, ſuch troops as are leſs handy than 


themſelves at this work of plundering and running away; the Engliſh on 


work; and they knew very well that Haider-naic was in correſpondence 
| with the French. On thoſe two conſiderations Governor Huſhting who 


is by excellence the man of genius of his nation, and who diſplays e- 


G | whom 


Huſhtin's pros 


ject. 


fighting che Marhattas in their own country; ſo great was his foref ght. His 


Governor 
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whom the Engliſh were to bring over to theit camp; and by his means to en- 


gage the Marhatta nation to a peace and an alliance with them: which alli- 


th ance would have put it in his power to grant Ragonat-rio the comple- 


tion of his fondeſt wiſhes. ' After having brought the Marhatca rulers to ſub- 
mit and agree, he intended to draw both Ragonãt · rão and his adverſaries in- 
5 | to ſuch an alliance, as ſnould bind them to a pact of never joining the French: 
and ſuch a treaty he intended to ſtrengthen by a paper ſigned and ſealed by both 
Ragonãt- rão and the Marhatta Rulers, who wer e to ſecure it under their moſt 
ſolemn oaths. All that was intended to be done by art and . perſuaſion. But 
in caſe the matter did not ſucceed to his wiſhes, then he hoped that ſo ſoon as 
| he ſhould have effected a junction with Ragonat-rio, he might force the Mar- 
hatta Rulers to a compliance with his views : for he knew that this Prince be- 
ing himſelf a man of importance, and the ſon of a man of importance in that 
nal ion, there was no doubt but ſome great men would join him of chemſelves, 
and that ſome others would caſily be brought to do the ſame, whether by per- 
ſuaſion or by force; and as the Engliſh led by a deſtiny, (chat deſigned 
to make uſe of that nation for puniſhing a wicked thoughtleſs race of men,un- 
mindful of their God,) had ſo ſucceſsfully fought battles, made ſuch amazing 


conqueſts, and with a deal cf eaſe puſhed their victories as far as almoſt within 
ſight of Sha" d ehan - abad, the Capital of Hindoſtan ; ſo the governor thought 
that the war in Decan would prove full as eaſy ; and that after beating and diſ- 
perſing the Marhatta armies, it would prove an eaſy taſk to reduce Haider · nãic 


toſtraights: afier which operation he might without any anxiety from the French, 

| or other European powers, and without much hindrance from the princes, 

of India, bring in 2 certain number of years, and with proper managemnt, all 

4 Hiadoddan into ſubmiſſion; and then ſit down in eaſe and content to enjoy his 
1 8 proſperhy. All this ſcheme was founded upon much foreſight and much. 

if | knowledge of india; for the enmity of the French is of old ſtanding; and that 


ration by joining the Americans had acquired ſo mighty an acceſſion of ha- 
| | uy 
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the proſperity of the Engliſh in theſe countries; as to land in India with iome 
thouſand Europeans to the affiſtance of Hiider-niic and the Marhattas, they 
would raiſe ſuch commotions, as would be very difficult to quell; and there is 
no doubt but in ſuch a caſe not a man from the Marhattas, and not a man of 
conſequence from Hindoſtan, would fide with the Engliſh : whereas now Rago- 
nat- rio himſelf, the pretender to the Marhatta Empire; was ready to join them 
of his own accord; and it was probable that thoſe ſchemes of the governor's 
would take place of themſel vec , and would be followed by further victories and 
by the ſubjection of all Hindoſtin, without much expence or trauble. In fact 
che governor's piercing genius having beheld as preſent all thoſe contingencies, 
which were yet in the womb of time, had reſolved to fow difſentions, and toen] 
courage and nurſe them by ſending ſucceſſively numerous troops towards Decan. 
It was reported that this ſcheme of the governor's not having met with 
Mr. Francis's and Mr. Wheeler's approbation, two members of the Com- 
mittee, they contended that they ought to remain ſatisfied with ſo 
much dominion as they had already acquired, without ſtretching their 
Feet out of their frontiers ; and it may be that ſuch likewiſe were the' or- 
ders from the Council of Europe, and ſuch the ſafeſt party. But the Gorer- 
nor diſapproving of ſuchtimid opinions, took upon himſelf ſingly all the riſks 
of this buſineſs, and ſet out in earneſt with this war. 
Ir was at this time, that is r ry the end 81 0 che year 11 92, of the Fed) rah, 
that Colonel Goddard, who bad always ſhewn me a deal off iendſhi p and at- 
tachment, having ſet out from Lucknow for Calcutta, to put an end to ſome 
the Colonef S countenance, to repair from Aziin- abad to Calcutta, in order to 
pull” an affair that concerned me greatly : and great were the hopes I had 
conceived; when the poor Colonel by a ſudden ſtroke of chance, was obli- 
ged to give up his own ſchemes for returning towards Lucknow, and to pre- 
Wa | pare 


ered and power, that were they now to liſten ſo far to their jealouſy againſt 


queſtions and anſwers of his own, 1 availed myſelf of that opp6rtuniry and of | 


A D. 1790.80. 
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= Pare himſelf for an” expedigign in Decan. For he Was e to a com 2 

mand i in the Army, which was 0 march from Lucknow and Ilab- abad: a diſ- 


appointment that affected already his affairs as well as his ſpirits. This de- 
parture of che Colonel's having left me alone and without ſupport, loſt all 
hopes of ſucceeding in my own buſineſs, eſpecially as the Engliſh im- 
merled in dif] putes amongſt themſelves, and in preparatives of war, did not 
pay any attention to we affairs of Hindoſtanics, To mention ſuch matters in 

theſe hiſtorical ſheets, would be improper :, What for to go on finging dirges 
vpon my deſtiny, and urtering complaints againſt the world? Whatever is pre- 
deſtinated to happen i in a certain time and in certain circumſtances, will cer-, 


tainly come o paſs. 2 
Let us will or not t will, what | is in our deſtiny ſhall come to paſs aſſuredly,” 


Tu cauſe of Colonel Goddard's diſcontent was the appointment of Colo- 


e iſequence of lis ſuperio 
23 nel Leſley i to the command of the above army, 1 in conſe quence | r 


—— Po rank 3 in the ſervice, to whom of courſe he would, be ob >liged to obey. Now 


pea Colonel Goddard was upon very bad terms with him; nor had Lefley the leaſt 


capacity or fitneſs for ſuch a command : but according ro the rules of ſenio- 
rity, cuſtomary. amonęſt the military of chat nation, Colonel Goddard bad 
been obliged either to reſign. entirely the ſervice, or to ſubmit to him. As 
f had long conceived an attachment for that officer, J uſed to tell him chat 
the expedition i in which he was embarked, was an object of the utmoſt i im- 


,efeoorr G A portancez But he was fo proud of the eaſy conqueſtsand the repeated victo- 


ries of his nation, chat he thought the whole an, eaſy matter; and he would ofien. 
| | | | anſwer that two regiments of their T alingas were enough to beat all the Hin- 
dofianies put together. Such high flown notions of his, renderipg it impro- 
| ** and uſeleſs in me to inſiſt upon my admonition, I choſe to be ſilent. 
As for Colonel Leſley, that officer in conſequence of his appointment by 
5 Ez the Council, ſet out from Ilah-abad to repair to Calpy, from whence he was 

to Wein his march through the Bundul-cund,and the dependencies. of Barar, 


| | : | quite 
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quite to Aoreng 105 and fo on to Decan: his orders were to take Ragonat- 
rão with him and to effect a junction with the army from Bombay at the ap- 


of bringing the Marharta rulers to a ſubmiſſion in the manner projected by 
the Council of Calcutta, The Governor had taken care to facilitate the ſuc- 
ceſs of this expedition, by diſpatching to great Naigpoor (6 7), Mr. Elliot, a 


man who in ſincerity of ſpeech, and propriety of conduct, has few equals a- 


orders were to renew the treaties, and to pay ſlowly the balances of money due 
by the Revenue of Bengal to Moodda-dji and to the poſterity of Rago- di- 
bhoſſla: and he was to return after having put that court in good humour. 
Naigpoor is the capital of the country held by Rago-bhoflla,as Mucaſdar(68) 
of the province of Barar. This Rago is the fame who after a twelve years 
bloody war with Aaly-verdi-qhan, whom he had fought with a variety of ſuc- 


ceſſes, had at laſt made an accommodation with him, by which the Engliſh 


with the Marhatta's poſterity : truſting nevertheleſs ſo far to their o:yn power 


and prevalence as never to pay regularly the penſion ſtipulated by that Vice- 


at a time, and with holding much: Not but that meſſages and lettters were go- 
ing-· on conſtantly from Naig- poor to Calcutta, demanding the outſtanding 
balances; but yet it was in a ſoft moderate ſtyle: in ſhort the intent of Mr. 
Elliot's embaſſy was to renew the treaty, and to manage ſo, as that Rago's 
ſons and dependants ſhould not offer any oppoſition to the Engliſh army, then 
marching towards the Decan; nor mean while avail themſelves of the oppor» 


unt te to make an br be Bengal and Bahar. Now it muſt be obſer» 


— 


E 


* 3 ä 
. * 


Q 67 ) A city the capital of the Marhattas of Barar. It is called the great to diſtinguiſn it from another 
Naigpoor called the leſſer, which is the Capital of a Zemindary or Pri N in the weſtern —_ of Bonk 


from which it depends. 
By the treaties alluded-to by the . Bengal Was indebted to the Court of Nagpoor into a N penſion 


of twelve lacs. 


\ | PI H | ved 
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pointed place; after which he was to proceed Jointly with him in the buſineſs 


mongſt his own countrymen, as well as amongſt the Hindoſtanies. His 


his ſucceſſors have abided inviolably, avoiding all difputes on that ſubject 


roy: they act in that buſineſs in a languid, ambiguous manner, giving little 


( 68 ) Collector of the revenue in behalf of the Marhatta Government; the word is alſo meaut for 3 


Mr. Elliot, a 


man of ſingulor 
merit, appoint- 
ed embaſſador 
at the court 
Poonah. 
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ved that as Rago's APE on one hand were nephews to the Sahov Radja, 


and pretenders to his dignity and ſtatiou ; and on the other Baladji: ro after 
the ſaid Radjah's demiſe, had availed himſelf of the power and authority of 
his office of generaliſſimo of the forces, to take poſſeſſion of the dominions and 
treaſures of the deceaſed, and had ſer aſide the right ot Rago's poſterity to the 
throne; the Court of Naigpoor, therefore did not live upon good terms with the 


Courtof Poona; and neither Moda- dji, nor his miniſters, made any difficulty to 
renew the pact and agreement with the Engliſh : ſo that the Colonel's army 


marched on without oppoſition, and the provinces of Bengal and Bahar mean 


while remained free from their ravages. Unluckily as Mr. Eliott was cutting 


his way thro' a mountainous tract in the heigth of the rains, he was ſuddenly 
over taken by his laſt hour, aud having layed his foot in the valley of death, 
he departed for eternity. His embaſſy was taken - up, and it's intent fulfilled, by 
the younger Mr. Anderſon, who returned to Calcutta by che way 5 Azimabad 
and Bahar. | 


As for me who had conceived ſuch mighty hopes on my coming to that 


city in Colonel Godard's company, with whoſe aſſiſtance I was to catry a point 
in the council, and who beſides: had an old acquaintance with the Governor, I 


could obtain only two or three interviews with him, in one of which, be aſked 


me whetheratany time I had been in Decan ? I anſwered chat had never been 


there, but that I had ſome little knowledge of the affairs of thoſe parts, and I 


continued the diſcourſe intheſe words: Colonel Godard” who wanted, to carry 


4% this poor man with him, as a friend and companion, -ropoſed two conditions to 


&« me: the firſt, that the office of Monchy ſhould be under the ſole direction of 
cc this moſt inconſiderable of men, without whoſe inſpection and correction no 
< leiter ſhould be diſpatched : the ſecond, that the poor man ſhould alſo un- 
« dertake the voyage and emba'Ty 1 into Decan; the ſecond condition I declined 


© on account of old age and the fearof remaining 1long white parted from my 


© children and tamuly, but cf; cially of being depiy: zd of ihe happineſs, of 
„ keeping 
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1 keeping proſtrated at the feet of a mother, who had an Hettion for me: in 


&« ſhort as my deſtiny had not let a part any grain or water or air for me in 


VDecan, the voyage did not take place” As to the affair for Which I had 


came with Colonel Godard, taat gentleman on ſetting out for camp recom - 


mended 1 it to Mr. Eliote; and this beſt and moſt obliging of men, obtained ia 


fifteen days a letter from the governor to the council of Azim-abad which he 
backed by another very ſtrong of his own, and alſo by another to Mr. Ande:- 
ſon, who was then a member of that council and an intimate friend of his. My 
puſineſs was in a fair way, when Mr. Anderſoa was recalled to preſide at the 
board of revenue in Calcutta, and Mr. Golding ſet out for Europe: ſo that my 
aſfair which was already in a fair way, remained ſpoiled, and is It a ſtand, until 


my deſtiny ſhall produce ſame favourable event. But it is time for us now 


to leave my private affairs, and even the Engliſh army with what adventures 
it ſhall ' chance to have in Decan; it being my attention to poſtpone that 


narrative to 3 view of the ſtate of affairs in Calcutta and in Bengal. 


Wi have ſome time ago left Rabiah · begum, departing tor the other world | 
with all the tokens of the ſincereſt repentance. Her daughter Banni-begum 


followed her a few years after, and departed this lite in the year 1 19 3, when 
 Mahmed-reza-qhan was already out of office. Her diſtemper was a loſs 
of blood (69), for which ſome body having given her an aſtringent remedy to 
repreſs the ſurabundance of blood, it ſtopped likewiſe all the cuſtomary eva- 
culations of every kind, until it ſtruck into her heart and brain. Mahmed- 


reza-qhan ſent her a remedy intended to ſtrengthen both: it availed nothing: 


and ſhe departed for her long prilgrimage. hn wealth, which was great, 
was taken poſſeſſion of by that miniſter, in appearance to guard it againſt 


accidents: and it. was reported that it had been received by her heir; but 


no one has ever been able to ſay, that he had ſcen that heir, or heard of 


the diviſion of chat money and of thoſe . which ſhe was Eugen to be poſ- 


—E—— ü—r Uä 


1 


(69) Iau loſs o bivud ad becu drανονt by an aburicion ierced ſonte yours befre. 
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ſeſſed of. Doubtleſs that piece of knowledge is reſerved for the glorious one, 
who knows all things. N 

I was about this time likewiſe that Sadr-el-hac-qhan, the new Supreme 

Magiſtrate, a man well ſtriken in years, always ſickly, and who moſt of his 
time was out of order, departed toward the regions of eternity, after having 
anſwered his creator's call, with the words: I am ready, O Lord (70). It 
was the 19th of Zilhidg of che year 1194, after having lived for one year 
four months, and about twenty. five or twenty-ſix days, with the name of 


Fodjdar- general. It is not improper to give ſome account of him. He was 


born in Gudjrat; and upon ſome emergency, came to Shah - djehan-· abad 


with his father, where the old man died; and the ſon not finding any 
proſpect of advancement in that capital, he repaired to Bengal and to M8r- 
ſh8dabad, where he was introduced into Aali-verdi-qhan's ſervice : This 
prince gave him a penſion, and after the demiſe of Cazy-muzaffer-aaly-qhan 
he appointed him Darogaa, or Auditor of the court of juſtice. In the ſe- 
quel, chat is at the time of the Marhatta irruption, he was ſent Embaſſador 
to their rulers in Decan, where he acquired the eſteem and good will of 
both ſides, and was honored with preſents by both. Being now a man of 
ſome character as well as of ſome money, he came to have a regiment of his 
own, and to be reputed a man of diſtinction: and this was his rank under 


Aali-verdi-qhan's reign, and under that of his ſucceſſors and relations; until 


Mahmed-reza-qhan came into power, and then he was appointed to the go- 


— — — 8 8 

(70) Arabic words which every man is obliged to pronounce with a leud voice, or which are proncu ced 
by him by the by-ſtanders. This is the ſome princeſs, who freightened bey: rnd her wits by one of the MoJuvies 
or judges of the Fodjdary or ciimiaal cofirt of thoſe times, who made her believe that fornication was ſtill more 
puniſhable by the Engliſh than by the Mahometans, ranſommed herſelf with a tum of fiſty thouſand rupees,ſqueezed 
from her under the name of the Engliſh chief, (it was Mr. S+muel Middleton.) The money was paid down, 
but two days after ſome one having ſeat her word that ſhe had better apply to the Engliſnman himſelf, ſhe vent 
to him, Was perfectly well received, and obtaned full redreſs. The money, that is the greateſt 'part of it 
was r:coyered out of the hands of Moluvi Hoſſèiny by the Engliſhman's Banyan, Sant yram, who kept it to 
himſe'f. This Santyram is the ſame who made a fort une of fiſty - nine lacs under his Kind, but too ſupine mal- 
ter in 1773, and 1774, 4 and 17753 and i in 1776 (ſuffered him to de carried to a jail for a ſum of forty. thous 
ſaud rupees. 
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vernmen: of Baghalpoor, where he remained but little, being toon turned 4065 1 


his oe. On Governor Huſhtin's arrival in Bengal, he attached himſelf 
to him, and remained ſo ſtedfaſt in his attachment, that he was rewarded 
for it by being appointed to the office of Fodjdar- general, as well as by being 
decorated with a title of honor. But he enjoyed little ſo lucrative an of- 
fice; and having ſaid farewel to this fragile world, he took his journey to- 
wards the regions of eternity. This death occaſioned a change in the affairs 
of M8rſh8dabad. mL 
As the Governor General diſapproved of Mahmed-reza-qhan's conduct, 
and Manny-begum was not pleaſed with that miniſter's diſpoling of the 
Nizamut, and ſpending the young prince's money as freely as he pleaſed; - 
and on the other hand Mubarec-eddo8lah himſelf was ſometimes on this fide 
and ſometimes on the other; there aroſe differences about the appointment 
and diſtribution of thoſe! offices, which Sadr-el-hac-qhan had left- vacant. 
The governor who i is the firſt man in the world for appreciating any one's: 
merit and capacity, wanted to ſound Aaly-hybrahim-qhan, who is really: 
capable of putting in order affairs of the utmoſt importance, as well as of unra - 
vailing their utmoſt intricacies and ſubtilities : The governor eſteemed the 
Qban a fit man for ſuch an high office ; and with that view he wrote to Mr. Bas 
ber chiet of M8rſh8dabad,and an intimate friend of the governor's,including a ; 
letter to Aly- hybrahim- qhan, in which he requeſted to know whether he would 
accept of thoſe offices. The Qhan appriſed of the diſſentions then exiſting in . 
the Committee, and ſenſible how unlike he was in his own temper to the great 
men then in office; and how difficult it would prove to keep in good humour 
ſuch a ſet of diſeontented maſters; felt likewiſe a certain diſinclination againſt 3 
the office of Fodjdary, as it ſtood then, and which in fact conſiſted of little elſe 
than a diſcharge of a Cutyal's office, that is, in fining and killing, and. hang · 


ing and maiming, and in impriſonning and confining people. He concluded 
it highly improbable that ſuch an office could be at all times exerciſed without - 
I ſometimes - 


— 
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Aaly-hibra- - 


Sim-qhan,to the 
ſur prize of all, 
re fuſes to ſuc - 

ceced Sadr-el- 
hac-qtian in all 
ahe offic-s he had 
leit vacaut. 


or the governor; and he diſengaged himſelf from the propoſal. He knew 
that in confequence of the neceſſity of keeping fit with ſome perſons who did 


rafter; pretend to keep himſelf harmleſs from rhe conſequences of chat ſpirit 


of party and diſſention which rims fo 28 amoneft his maſters : ev en waving 


v 1 H * IMU bt 
1 
Wnetimbs injuring and wronging mankind, and without: tendering one's 


ſelf reſponſible in a high degree both in this world and the other; and he 
excuſed himfelf from accepting ſuch a charge. He was like wiſe ſenſible chat 
it would be difficult in ſuch an office, nay, out of his power intirely, to keep 


fair, and to live upon good terms, with a number of Englih-gentlemen, who 
governed abſolutely in every diſtrict and every department; be therefore excu- 


ſed himſeif in a handſome manner, at did not diſoblige either Mr. Baber 


not agree amongſt themſelves, the exerciſe of his office would have very little 
ſolidity: for chat in every buſineſs and in every tranſaction he mult of all pe- 
ceſſity manage ſo, as to oblige five perſotis that have abſolute power in the 
Commitee; and ten or twenty moce that are attached to them, and an e- 
qual regard: and low long would a man be able to keep fair wich them all, 
and to pay ſome ſmall regard to his duty and character at che ſame time? In 
reality theſe diſſentions, that have now ſ pread in every hranch of the adminiſtra - 
tion, and che {pirit of party that has now taken poſſeſſion or che principal Eng- 
Iifly, ſo as to become a ſecond nature, are of ſuch a ſpecies, as wil always afford 
afenfible man many valuable reaſons for dedinin g any office at all under them; 


nor can a man dependent on them, but jealous of his ow: confcierice'and cha- 


att regard for his honour and character, ſuch a man cannot avoid running 3 
great rk : what, if when ſtriving to N one of thoſe choleric men, his e- 
nemy at ſome unlucky day finds it in his power to make me feel his teſentment, 
and out of a ſpirit of revenge, is ſoon up wich me by ſuſciting dpon me 
a vattety of troubles and diſtreſſes? One of the main cauſes of the ruin 
of this country, and one of the main hinges upon which turn the diſtreſſes 
And miſeries of it's inhabitants, is chis * ſpirit of diffention, that has 


a 


iel | FF Y . become 


BY 
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become ä and current amongſt the Engliſh, who are now the "maſters 


andl rulers of theſe kingdoms a ſpirit that runs away with their faculties to the 
utter negle& of many duties. There are ſome other reaſens hkewiſe, which 
mall be explained in a ſhort time at the cloſe of this book, when mention ſhall 
be made ot the conduct of the Eagliſh rulers, and of their n men in 
Fernmunng abragany ial 3g 

+. LET us now returnto the intrigues ſet-· p by Manny-begum. It is very pro- 
bable that this haughty Princeis, who does not love to ſee Mahmed-reza-qhan 
in power, and could not bear lus medling wich the affairs ofthe Nizamut, 
did write to the governor to inſinuate, that if he intended to keep that 
department in his on power, he muſt. prevail on Aaly-hybrahim- qhan to ac- 
cept the above office, as the only method for keeping it under his on controul. 
The goveraor for theſe reaſons engaged both Maany-begum and Mabarec- 
ed döglah to renew their ſolications to that nobleman, and to ſay to him: if 
t you be apt to miſteuſt oar ſiacerĩty, we ſh all give you an obligatory paper 
„ under our hands, by wkich we hall bind ourſelves to do nothing without 


power which he enjoys, might bring you into trouble; and you ſhould find 


6 « yourſelf at a loſs how either to account for it or to refund the ſame ; then 


«c pen, we ſhall account for it ourſelves, and ſhall bear you harmleſs.” But 
all theſe ſolicitations ee nothing, nor would the Qhan lend an car to 


tem, 
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& your conſent and permiſſion; nay that we ſhall not meddle with any thing 
& at all, if you will have it ſo: or, if you feet any-inquietude about the ex- 
« penditure of the money nich may come to take place upon ſome pani- 


“ cular emergencies, for Which Mah med-reza-qhan, in conſe quence or the 


* ve t ake that caſe upon ourſelves, and will give you a wiiting under our 


6 « hands by which we ſhall acknowledge, that whenever ſuch a caſe ſhall hap- 


— Tarzset” diviſions in the council, which had deterred emen 
had not produced leſs conſiderable effects elſewhere, and eſpecially at Luck 
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John Briſtow 
transfers the 
Province of Ba- 
nares to the 
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now. Two or three years after Shujah-eddiBlab's Jeon chat ĩs ĩn che 
| heighth of General Clavering' s- influence, Mr Djan Briſhtoo-a very ſenſible 
young man, had-been/ appointed to the refidency at Lucknow: a modeſt 
word which implies no leſs than the abſolute diſpoſal of -every thing inthe 
provinces of Aood and Ilahbad. That young man availed himſelf fo well of 
his own talents, as well of Affiif-edd68lah's ignorance, and of Moqhtar-edd68lalt- 
his miniſter's  ſupineneſs; chat he transferred to the immediate dominion 


of the company, the country of Banares, which was part of the leaſe of the 


ſon. of Radja Balvent-fing's: But the Generalibeing now dead, this ſervice of 
his availed- but little, and he was turned out of his office: / Briſhtoo, who 
had made money, and likewiſe done very well the company's buſineſs, ſet 
out ſor his country, with intention to come back after having eſtabliſhed 
his intereſt in England. But as long before his departure, che general and 
the others had wrote home to recommend him as a man of merit, that had 
rendered eminent ſervices, there came aſter his departure, an order from Eu- 
rope to continue him in his office with many commendations and. encomi- 
ums upon his conduct. Whillt that order was coming, Briſhtoo himſelf arrived 
in England; and he availed himſelf ſo well of the ſervices he had rendered and 
of che general's recommendation, as well as of the joint efforts of that officer's 
friends, chat he obtained a new order for himſelf, and an other for reinfta- 
7 ting Mahmed-reza-qhan i in the Fodjdary: which two orders he brought h m- 
ſelf to Calcutta. It was at a time when ſome appearance ofa reconciliation 
was taking place betwixt the two parties; the defeat of two Engliſh armies 
in Decan had induced Mr. Doacreel, (Mr. Ducarell), heretofore governor 
of Pooraniah, and who now was at the head of the Qhaliſſa or Finance - of- 
fice, to become mediator between the Governor and Mr. Francis, to whom 
he was a common-friend. He made them underſtand, that this was not a time 
for them to diſpute and to wrangle between themſelves; and that they had 
better poſtpone their differents for ſuch times as would follow en 
on 
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on a ceſſation of troubles : and as on the other hand Mr. Barwell, who had 


Mewed a conſtant attachment, was now reſolved, either out of ſome diſcontent 
againſt him, or for ſome purpoſes of his own, to repair to England; of courſe 
ſome union and friendſhip between the Governor and Mr. Francis had be- 
come the more neceflary ; and it took place accordingly; after ſome ſtipula- 
tions in favor ot the latter, amongſt which, the appointing of Mahtned-reza- 
qhan to the Fodjdary, was a principal one. The Governor who wiſhed to 
oblige him; agreed to it; and on the twentieth of Sefer of the year 1194, that 
miniſter retook poſſeſſion. of that office: ſo that the water that had quitted his 


anecdote: a man well acquainted with Seyd-mahmed-ghan himſelf, (who is the 
ſame perſon to whom the miniſter is ſo much attached, as to admit him to eve- 
ry one of his ſecrets, and to undertake nothing without his advice and appro- 
bation) averred, as holding it from his own mouth, that -Mahmed-rez 4 chan 
had vowed and promiſed to the divine author of all gifts, and had written with 


his own hand upon a Coran of one of his friend's, “ that if he ever reco- 


twelve thouſand rupees to the poor.” - What is ſtrange, is that to this day, 
which-3s/the-end of the year 1195, and a full twelve month after the comple- 
tion of his wiſh, the promiſe has not been fulfilled yet. .S&yd-mahmed-qhan 
likewiſchada poſitive order to execute, as delivered in theſe words. And if you 
te oblerve any tergiverſation or K e ſhall have obtained the 
full ot my wiſhes, then be ſure to ſeize me by the throat, and to hold it faſt 
« ſqueezed, until I have paid down the money, which you may then diſtri- 


inſtances, but to no purpoſe. The; miniſter brought forth a variety of a- 
pologies, ſuch as that Mubarec-edd68lah. had already diſtributed ſo much 


ah 


hitherto had but one heart and one mind with the Governor, to whom he had 


ſhore, commenced flowing again. They report on that occaſion a very ſtrange 


« vered his ofñices and dignities, he would, as an offering to God, diſtribute 


e pute yourſelf.” Accordingly at the appointed time, the Qhan made ſerious 


<< money in alms, in his intention; the neceſſity of putting in repair his palaces 


A. D. 1780. 92.1 


Mahmed- re- IN 
za-qhan in of- 
fice again, for 
the third time. 
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of Now-Saht and Nyſhat- baqh : the ungeney ot. ſonde expenditures, and 
% ſuch other matters: all which he thought ſufficientexcuſes..”, What Jooks fin. 
Ji gular is, that in order to tranquilize the Qhan's conſcience, he added that: 
© he (Sæyd-· mahnied- qhan) had got out of his promiſe, but that himſelf was 

< flill entangled in it: and that he hoped to ſee the day when the Divine 

[ = 10 Providence would: put it in his power to diſburſe and diſtribute chat money. 
Wonderful God! may I admire that variety of traces every where diſcernible 
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| | | of your divine diſpenſations i by which ygouhaye {pread amongſt a ſingle ſpe- 
| | cies of your creatures ſo much difference of tempers, and ſuch a diverſity of 
Y — , 6f daiv-conſequence: 

| and time in covetouſly hunting after a dignity, which another individual, a 


thouſand times inferior to him in wealth, ſhall have ſpurned at and rejeed;. 

Although offered to him with ſolicitations and intreaties, by the reigning pow- 
| | | ers; and by-the lords of the Und. Ali-hybrahim-· qhan ſtruek the feet of con- 
tentment and reſignation into the head and breaſt of that oſſice, (7 t) and remain - 
ed unmoved by all its temptations, and all their prayers; But you are ſo, O 
worthy, man, by a particular giſt of the authar of all love! N 
Azour forty-two days before this event, Mahmed-iredj * ſon to Ac· 


— 


Death of Mir - 
| 3 ane quan, and father-in-law to Seradj-edd68lah; an illuſtrious nobleman 
| of whom we have ſpoke in the hiſtory of Aly-verdy-qhan, departed towards 


the regions of divine merey. It was the ninth.of-Muharrem about the begin» 
ning: of the year ninety- fourth of the Hedjra: and the foutteenth-of the-ſe- 
| cond Reby of the ſame year, Ahtiram-ed-d68lah-mir-eazem-qhangbrother- 
to Mir-djaffer-qhan, and uncle to Mubarec-eddo8lah, ſet out likewiſe for the 
manſions of the divine forgiver: he fell ſick at Radj - mahal, where he lived, and 
finding bimſelf ill, he was repairing to Mgrſhgdabad, to get himſelf treated: 
but the angel of death intercepted him on his way, and conducted him to- 
wards the road that leads to eternity. He was entombed in the monument 
of his, family wü his father and brochers. He bore the character oft a good 
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0 1) A literal travſlation, A | 
natured 
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naturecl man, but not without a mixture of indolence and ſupineſs in his com- 


| poſition : as if to verify that ſentence. of the Coran, that moſt of the inhabt- 
tants of the Paradiſe are ſimple of beart. May God's forgiveneſs and mercy reſt 
upon him for ever? the changes happened at M8ith8dabad and Lucknow 
were followed by ſome farther alterations at Azim-abad.. 

Azob r the middle of the year ninety-third of the Hedira; Me. * law 
chief at that city, was for ſome particular reaſons diſmiſſed - from his 
dignity and "office; and he thought proper to repair to Mendradj from. 
phence he went to England. He as ſucceeded by Mr. Macſool (Maxwell) 
| ſecond to him in rank, who in conjunction wich the other counſellors, conducted 
the huſineſa of that province. Mr. Neec, one of them, was a man of a violent 
paſnionate temper, although full of ſenſe; as well as vigorous and ſtiff in his 


attachments; But his Divan Ram - lnchun; a Bengaly of a ſtrange ſavageneſs 


of tener, -] nato minded, and ofa very uncommon caſt of mind: yet ſuck 
* he was, he had gained a thorougli aſcendant over his maſter's mind. 


This gentleman was trivelydifpleaſed with" Radja- hyaliram and ſome others, 


who veing tu ported by, and cn ted - With, Mr. Law, thought proper to keep 
at ſome diſtancs from Mr. Need aud his ſavage of a Divan; But as on the 
other hand the latter drew a mighty credit and much countenance from his con- 
nedions with Mr. Rar well; a leading member bf the Committee, to whom the 
SBvernor payed great deference, he had on thoſetwoaccounts riſen to ſo much 
power Ai nftüchge an tlie council of AZim. abad, that he did as he pleaſed. Rad- 
ohyalyrant after Mr. LA“ departure found it neceflary to join Mr. Neec; 


ank Under a omriſe of preſenting him with a large ſum of money, ſhould © he 
-obthiti the Teaſe of Tore of the public revenues, he made his peace with him, 


aud became the difpoſer of all matters and tranſactions in the diſtricts of Chiyn- 
Poor, Sarſerdm ard Sereß e cotumbah: to which places he repaited to haſten 
"the' collection with all his might. But as the money did not come in as faſt 
28 88 Mo:Neeccame forward and let-looſe his Divan Ram-luchun ; a 
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man who bearing already a cordial tobea to Hyalyram, plunged him into fo 
much chicanery and trouble, that the Radja fearful for his honour as well 
as for his life, reſolved to repair to Calcutta and to refer every thing to the 
governor. But the difficulty was how to get out of Azim-abad,/and how to 
elude Ram-luchun's clutches and watchfulneſs. He therefore applied by ſe- 
vera} petitions to the governor, and repreſented, that ſhould he (Hyalyram) be 
ſent for to the preſence, and reſcued from the danger that hung over his head, 
he would demonſtrate his own zeal and gratitude, by making many important 
diſcoveries. Maha- radja- calyan- ſing ſon to the late Shitabria, was ſo flothful 
and ſo ſupine a nobleman, as to have loſt all power and influence at the coun- 
cal board of Azimabad, where he was looked - upon as a cypher : But as he 
was much diſcontented with all the members, he came to Hyalyram's aſſiſt- 
ance, and wrote reſpectſul letters to the governor, ſetting forth the other's good 
conduct, and his punctuality in buſineſs. The governor, who at once compre- 
hended that adminiſtration might draw ſome benefit from theſe diſputes, com- 
manded Radja-hyalyram's attendance; and the latter thinking it a piece of 
good fortune to eſcape from the paws ef Ram. ochun, repaired to Calcutta, 
where he ſoon found admittance : For although he is not always well-inten- 


The Council tioned, yet being, as he is, full of ſenſe and wit; and the times admitting, and 


of Azim-abad 

accuſed of e- even requiring men ot ſuch active characters; he was handſomely received by 
normous infide- | 
lities in the ma- 
nagement of ft+ 
N2N8SC8Y 


the governor, to whom he gave an account of the real | cauſes of the endleſs 
| failures and outſtanding balances in the collections of the province of Azim- 
| abad : he informed him of the numberleſs infidelities of Ram-lochun's, and of 
the endleſs oppreſſions and exactions, which he had been guilty of on the in- 
habitants of that unhappy country, and which he was ſtill committing by him- 
ſelt and his dependants, as well as by the officers of the Fodjdary-office at the 
head of which he was in his maſter's right. The governor on hearing ſuch a 
diſmal account of that country, could not be brought to believe that men of 


1 * nation could be guilty of ſuch . nor would he e on Hyalyram's ſug- 
geſtions 
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geſtions diſmiſs the whole council of Aim: abad ra neceſſary meaſure however, 


and in conſequenceof which the people ot God might have been reſcued from the 
5 miſericsof yeilding obediencetoſuch a ſet of rulers, andthe neceſſity of depend 
ing on their nod and pleaſure. Nevertheleſs impreſſed by Hyalyram's ſenſe 
and wit, and by the flowing eaſineſs of his delivery, the governor granted him 


molt of his demands and left the dif] poſal of the collections of thoſe parts to his 


he was ſupported by no one protector : ths in conſequence of his repreſenta- 


che affairs of that reſort. H yalyram out of attachment and gratitude for for- 
mer benefits received from Calian-fing, ſet a part for his account ſome dif 


having performed a voyage that did him a deal of honour and credit, he re- 


little after, all the members of the council were diſmiſſed from their ſhares in 
the revenue office; and the two Radjahs: addicted themfetves jointly to the 
care of putting the finances-in.order.. On the other hand the people of the 


province, glad to return to the ſway of their own countrymen, truſted to the 


eween them ; and they imagined that the oppreſſed public would ſoon be re- 


affairs and diſpoſitions, that hardly was Hyalyram arrived from Calcutta, hard- 
ly. was he recovered from-the-bodily labour he had undertaken partly on Nadja 
a Calian-ſing s account, that the latter, notwithſtanding all che obligations he 
owed to his colleague, became altered at olice: at the inſligation of ſame fool. 


to che governor, andy to accuſe him openly in Mr. Macſoo!'s preſence who! 


. 


diſcretion and knowledge, although Hyalyram had no money of his own, and 


tions and good management, all the former collectors of revenue were diſmiſ- 


ſed, and himſelf was inveſted with full powers, and a deciſive authority, over 


tricts of that province, and kept only fome others for himfelf; and thus after 


turned to Azim · abad, about the beginning of the year 95 of the Hedjra. A 


e of unanimity and unity of command, which feemed to reign be- 


leaſed from the miſeries of it's former ſituation: | But ſuch are the revolution 


of heavenly bodies, and ſuch the inſtability which they impreſs on human | 


ih proud young men, he had the impudence to write complaints againſt him E 
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Strange and 
yet valuable 
character ofHy- 
alyram, with an 
effecting little 
Kory that does a 
him great deal 
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fo knowledge of the world, and who to form an eſtimate of a man's character 
and babilitics, needs only to ſee and do hear him once ; the governor, L ſay, 
who in a few conferences with Hyahyram had already with his eagle-like keen+ 
neſs of fight, made himſelf maſter of the-degree of that man's abilities and 
genius, and was likewiſe thoroughly appriſed of che ſoſt and duct ile chalac 
ter of Calian-fing's, payed no attention tothe latter's imputations; but ſent to 


the other, the inveſtiture and bonorary dreſs of depuny o Calian ng? making 


bim the ſole diſpoſer of all revenue · matters. May God, Almighty turn the 
diſentions and jealouſies of the people ofthis: country, into union and love, ſo 
that all it's inhabitants may, enjoy, reſt and comfort and may 1 exchange 
evil for good ! | | 
Ix is not improper ta obſerve on Hyalyramys.C cabjoa, that 4 be is ſo 
. a liar, chat there is no truſting to his word, yet ſuch as he is, he 
muſt be endowed, and he is really endowed: with ſo many laudable qualifica- 
tions, chat it would be difficult to find his equal in this preſent time, as charac- 


. ters go now z nor would I be ſuppriſed at all to ſee him turn better than he is, 


and improve his character eſſentially, on beingfavoured winan acceſſion of power, 
and a more extenſiye olñce; nor would it he at all improbable, but that in 
ſuch a, caſe, the;peaple of: this province; ſhould come to better their unhappy 
condition, and to eqjaq a releaſe from tho pains and miſeries they endure: for 
there are ſome particulars in haf. man's odd character, that do him an infinite 
gel of honunt . Taki ee of ab 

A few, days before our writing theſe lines, there came from Bengal to A- 
zimabad a venærable gentleman, with a flowing white-beard: he was a Per- 


fap born, and ſcranger. The day ol his arrival, after having fatigued himſelf 


inſerting his Jie things in his new lod gings, he was ſuddenly taker ill, and 
wel about min: ght. At day-break the ofſicers of the Fodjdary office ruſhed | 
we eng g g fi loduingo-vids inen ee his effects. He 
had 
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| had four ſmall children, all motherleſs: the Poor fellows. waking deny 


at the noiſe, and ſeeing their father motionleſs, and fo many ſtrange faces in 
the houſe, took fright; and clinging as cloſe as they could to the dead body, 
as if for protection, they fell a weeping and a trembling. The man's ſervant 


waking at laſt, and being at once overwhelmed by a number of queſtions and 
by the tlireats of thoſe oppreſſors, wanted to part the children from the corpſe; 
and theſe argueing nothing but ill from that violence, fell a fereatning all to- 
gether with all their might; ſo as to fill the whole quarter with an uproar, 
which people, compared to that of the day of judgment. Radja: hyalyram, 
came to hear of this matter; but his chairmen not being at hand, he rar on 
foot: out: of his houſe; and going into the lodging in queſtion, he exetted 
himfelf in ſoothing and pacifying the affrightecl cHildten : ſending at the 
fame time for a miniſter of the Muſſlilman religion, and for a winding ſheet, 


nounced over the deceaſed; his body to be wathed' according to thoſe rites, 
and then to be burried 1 in a particular ſpot; which he had bought a few days 
Before for his own burial, and which be from that moment bequeathed as 
2 burying ground for poor faithful travellers (72). This done, he took 
by the hand' thoſe children, who were now orphans indeed, and carried them 


to bis houſe, where he defired his conſort to bring them up as his own, with 


upon them, appointed a ſetvant to their ſervice; and found out a tutor to 
teach them their letters, and to bring them up in their father's religion: laſtly; 
te appointed a retired parr of his lodgings for their habitation; and now they 


„ 


are carefully educated, ußtil ſome” relation or other, comes over to claim 
them : otherwiſe, he intends to adopt them himſelf, and to marry thern amongſt 


the Mafſulmen, May the moſt high God by b bis Oo and | grace, augment 
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(72) By faithful the author underſtands no others than thoſe of his on ſect, that opp Shyah ſet, fa which, 
Hoare as well as his maſter Shytab-ray were {0 ſtrongly byaſſed. N | 


Re | 48 | | | that 


fs 


with fine other neceſſaties, he ordered the prayers directed by law to be pro- 


no differ ence at all in the treatment; and that very day, he ſettled a penſio on 
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Colonel Lef« 
ley engages his 
army in a tract 
deſtitute ofwa- 


ter, where he 


fuffers a loſs for 
want ofthat re- 
Etcſhment. 


TH, E. 
| 2 


Wat n man's inclination to perform f 


1 


ch meritorious. 20 0051 and may he turn 


other people's hearts towards practices of benevolence. and charity! Amen. | 


Ix is to be wiſhed. we. could ſpeak with as much fullneſs of the affairs 
and campaigns in Decan; but. the detail of. the battles and tranſactions in 


that country cannot be well Known to any, but to thoſe commanders, who 


baving been in battle againſt one another, have made trials of cach other's 


valor and ſtrength: as for me, I know only as much of them as has been 
e by common report, or has been written by Indians conſticuted 
in power and dignity ; and it is theſe reports .and relations which L am put- 
ting in order throughout theſe ſheets. I was at Azimabad, when I heard 
of the expedition and atchievements of Colonel Godard's: thatopwnander 


being arrived at Illab-abad, heard that the army in. which he had been ap- 


pointed to ſerve, was gone to Calpy; on which he made. haſte.and loon joins 


ed it at that ſpot, where he found that the Engliſh commander had opened 


a correſpondence, and a commerce of friendſhip with ſome Zemindars of 


thoſe parts, and with ſome of the enemies of the Princes and Radjahs of the 


| Bondelcand, with whom he bad concluded treaties, with a view to 


open a paſſage through, their countries, 725 to conciliate their good will 
to the expedition. But on. advancing a little beyond Calpy, . Leſley 
who commanded in chief, and to whom. G Goddard. obeyed againſt his. 


inclination, had. the imprudenceand thoughtleſſneſs to. engage himſelf in 


a. parched country, where for ſome. leagues together in every direction, na 


water at all was to · be found, and no habitation to be ſcen: and. this too at 2. 


ſeaſon of the year, when the heats are intolerable, as It 1s. always tho 
caſe in India, Juſt before the ſetting in of the rains; ſo that this imprudence 
colt him in that ſingle day, three or four Engliſh officers, ten or twelve 


| or. even more Engliſh ſoldiers, and above a hundied of thoſe native ſoldiers 


that go. by the name of Talingas; all which dropped dead for want of water. 


w auch their thick, T he remaining olicers ſhocked at this enormous 
thoughteſſies 
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thovghtleſſneſs of Colonel: Leſley's, as "well as at the covetouſneſs of his tem- 
per, and the ſupineneſs of his conduct, became diſcontented againſt him, and 
wrote an infinity of complaints to the Committee of Calcutta. Colonel God- 
dard himſelf wrote: in the ſame ſtyle: he expoſed his reaſons of diſcontent; 
and obſerved, that as no union and concert could take place between Leſley 


and bim, he requeſted either to be excuſed from ſo diſagreeable a ſervice, or 


that ſome other officer ſhould be appointed to the ſupreme command. The 
other officers did not fall ſhort of ſuch a ſtyle in their letters ; and even ſome 


of them wrote in common, that if the Committe intended the ſafety of this 


« army, and to ſee it victorious, they muſt appoint Colonel Goddard to the 
A command of it.” The Governor and Council on theſe univerſal com- 
plaints, thought proper to reprimand Leſley, and then to recall him from the 
army; and having raiſed Colonel Goddard's ſtation and rank, they appointed 
him to the {ole command of that army. A brevet drawn- up in very honor- 
able terms was ſent him at the ſame time. 
happened, that before the order could come up, the miniſters of deſtiny and 
fare had diſmiſſed Leſley” s ſpirit from the command and government of his 
body, and had forbidden the latter to obey any more the directions of the o- 
cher: ſo that Goddard was already in the full command of the army, when the 
order arrived. This officer who in good manners, and in the art of comman- 
ding, has hot his equal in the world, gained ſo much upon the hearts of his 
foldiers, and even of thoſe of the Zemindars on his paſſage; and he kept ſoſtricta 
diſcipline over his people, that he made great progreſſes in his journey: have 
ing given two ſhameful defeats to the troops of Bundul-cund, which at two dif. 
ferent times attempted to oppoſe his paſſage, he marched on boldly through 
an enemy's country, and over an unknown tract of land; and with no more 
than five or ſix thouſand men, and ten or eleven pieces of cannon and mor- 


Lars, he cut his way with great vigor and conduct for three months together, 


until ke arrived very near to the ſpot deſtined for the junction of his troops. 


M 


But by a ſingular good luck it” 
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Death of Cole 
nel Leſley, by 
which accident 
the commannd 
devolves on Co- 

lonel Goddard. 


Tolone! Gode 
Aard cuts his 
with great vi- 
our for three 
moaths toge- 
ther, and is 
on the point 
of effeting a 
yoaQion with 
the army of 
Bombay, when 
the latter is to- 


4lly 


rey 
with the other Tosi. army that had ſet out from Bbebeyr but here hs 


found matters very much altered: General Carnac commander of tle army 


* 80 * ' 1 
Ain 


from Bombay, proud of his command and anxious to acquire a great name 
before Godard's arrival, had haſtened forward; and wich an army under his 


command, which both in numbers and in erg was ſuperior to Colonel 
 Goddard's(7 3), he attacked the Marhattas, and was compleately vanquiſhed : he 


was even beſieged and encloſed in ſuch a"manner, as to ſuffer a total defeat, 


and to bring a compleat diſgrace” upon the Engliſh arms.” Thoſe that ſurvi- 
ved that defeat, joined general Carnac, and were obliged to enter into dome 
ſhameful articles with che vicrorious j and aſter having exchanged lome ſtipu- 
lations, they returned to their fortereſs and homes at Bombay. Colonel God- 
dard being appriſed of chat event, concluded that as his army had greatly ſuf- 
fered from the length of his march, and from the very numerous engagements 
in which he had been victorious, his- troops to all appearance would prove 
unequal to the taſk of facing an enemy fluſhed with victory; he therefore 
thought it expedient to ſtrike to the right, and to march on to Surat, which 
was a city and port in the power of the Engliſh. As ſoon as he arrived, and 
he pad put lis troops igto quarters of refreſhment, he wrote to the council of 
Calctitta; which of late had been inveſted with a dictatorial power: oer all the 
Engliſh factories on the Indian coaſt, and wich the abſolute direction of all the 
Engliſh arraiesandofficersin India. The governor and Council, together with the 
Council of Bombay, refuſed to ratify the treaty made by general Carnac, and 
they commanded General Goddard to fight the Marhattas. 
| | Wartsr that commander was in cantonments, Umad-el-mulk, alias 
Mir-ſheabeddin, che ſune who had ſown ſo many troubles in Hindoſtan bx 
his endleſs infidelities, and eternal intrigues; andhad brought onthe ruin of the 
Empire and evenof theſe very kingdoms, by therevolutionshehad cauſed; at once 
made his te in en That vretched oY had png ey! toruintheſons 


— 


9 * wad 


_— 


( 3 This i is a miſtake of our author's: Carnac army did not amount to e four thouſand men: God- 
erde troops exceded Ax thouſand. | 
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2 
of 85 6 own uncle, chat! is, the ley of Nizam-el-mulk ( 74),and to compleat 


the downfal of the reinainder of that family (which to this day enjoys great 


power and great dominions in Decan) was gone into thoſe ſouthern parts 
with ſiniſter i intentions. But the grandees and commanders of choſe countries, 


who luckily had ſtill in theit hearts ſome reſpect for their maſter's welfare, as 
| ſubjects, and ſome regard for their own reputation and characters, as ſoldiers, 
refuſed to pay any attention to his intrigues and ſuggeſtions; and the man 
now reduced to EN; as well as unable to find throughout all the cities of 
Hindoſtan, or even in all thoſe of Decan, a ſingle ſpot, where on he might 
tread in ſafety, repaired to Strat, under pretence of a pilgrimage to the glorious 
Mecca; and he kept himſelf concealed for : a length of time, nor was he Qilco- 
vered but by ſome jewels of value which he got out for ſale.” Col. Goddard 
was obliged-to-write to the Governor and Council to know their pleaſure with 


reſpect to this man; and he was at firſt forbidden to have any connections 


- with him; but in the ſequel, chey conlcuded that an intriguing man is always a 


ſhrewd man; and that being acquainted with all the chief men of Decan, as 
well as allied to the family of Nizam-el-mulk, he might be of great uſe: ac- 
cordingly they ordered the Colonel to have connections with him, in hopes 


that at ſome future emergencies, his abilities and knowledge aught anſwer 


ſlome purpoſe in their cauſe. The general upon this letter, admitted him to his 


friendſhip, and gave him a penſion for his ſubſiſtence. 
Wulst the Bengal army was yet in Surat, the Engliſh intereſt had been 


recruited by a new ally: this was Rio-fatch-ſing-Clivar, one of the principal 


feudatories of the Mathatta Empire. He had been invited over by Ragonar-* 


rio, who had engaged him to conclude a written engagement with that nation, 
in which he was Promiſed to have the whole a (75) himſelf, under 


condition 
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(70 He was ſon to Ghazi eddin -qhan, aſe brother to Selabet- 8 to b to paſlterdens and 
to Mir-muſhreff, all ſons to Nizam-el-mulk. 

(75) The Marhatta Empire conſiſts of har feudatories, the principal of which are, the Bholſelahs, who 
poſſeſs a country almoſt as extenſive as Bengal, to the ſouthweſt of it, but more warlike ; the Singhias,who poſ- 


ſeſs the Malvaz the Caicyars who poſſeſs about fifty lacs of- revenue in G8djrat ; and the Holcars, who are 


did, - alias, | U- 


< à potent ally. 
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Mir: Sheabbed-. 


med el mul, 
ſaddenly ap- 
pea rs in Decas. 


The Englim ab- _ 
quire in Gudjrat 16 
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Ahmed. abad- 


Gudjrat taken 
by alailt. and 
ſacked a d 
Plundered. 

4 


The Engliſh 


ecquire a new 


ally, the Radja 
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condition of his Joining the troops to his Engliſh, and of his being aſliting i in 
their expedition. T he Colonel after that junction conceived the ſcheme of ta- 
king the city of Ahmed - abad- Gudjrat; and about che end of the yeat 1 190 of 
the Hedjra, he marched out of Surat, and preſenting himſelf before that: city, 
he at firſt offered the Marhatta commanders terms of cxpitulation for ſurrend- 
ing the place: but this being rejected, he in a little time ruined the walls, 
and took the place by mere force and by aſſault; and although it ĩs not cul- 
tomary with the Engliſh troops to plunder or to kill after a victory, neverthe- 
leſs at the capture of this place, there was ſome plunder. made, and ſome blood 


| ſhed® whether becauſe the Glicvar, with his Marhattahs was in ar com- 


pany, or for ſome other reaſon chat has not tranſpired.” This much! 13 certain | 
that ſome plunder was committed; and poſſibly fome blood was ſhed. The 
Colonel having delivered the city and fortereſs to Fatch-ſing-Caicvar, and 
eſtabliſhed that-prince's government over it, came out and marched forward, 


reſolved to fight another Marhatta, army that had, come to the aſſiſtance of the 


garriſon. But ſuch brilliant ſucceſs having ſpread the renown of che Engliſh 


far and near, did not fail to ſuſcite in their favor a new Ally: and this was a 


prince called the Rana of Gohud. In a few days his agents arrived at Cal- 


cutta, and offered to join the Engliſh, but requeſted at preſent a ſmall num- 


ber of troops. The reaſon of this negotiation was, that the Rana of Gohud, 
who had this long while diſputes with the Marhattas, and was always at vari- 
ance with them hoped that as the Engliſh were now waging war againſt that nati- 
on, he might avail himſelf of chat new power, to ſnatch from his enemies ſome 


diſtricts and fortereſſeſs of his which they detained this long while; after 


»„— 


maſters of the country round*BSrhanpSr. They are oBliged to appear in the: field, whenever called upon; 
and their qua is from twenty to thirty thouſand horſe, all payed and maintained by them: but who- 
ever ſheuld imagine thatThis Vaſſalage amounts to little more than that of the Princes of Germany to the Em- 
peror, would be much miſtaken; and here is a proof of it :. ſo long as the Marhatta arms were Kept at bay by 
the ſucceſs of the Engliſh in D-can, the Court of Poonah put up with Modadji-bhoſſelah's tergiverſing conduct, 


and with his ambiguous connections with that nation; but as ſoon as peace had taken place, he Was ſeat for at 


Poonah, threateaed with a reſumpticn, and obliged to redeem himſelf of the corors by which his dominions 
wers in arrears to the ftrealury, by making conceſſions, and r dawn one coror of ed or a million 
and 2 2 ſterliag E.: | 4 
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which; be would be ready to ſhew 12 n Se As bf bing 
his zeal for their cauſe, - The governor had too much wiſdom and kno w- 
edge, not to perceive the utility of an alliance with a great prince who had 
money, troops and dominions: who could afford ſo much local knowledge 
of the countries and affairs of the Marhattas upon whom his dominions border. 


of courſe a new conqueſt, hat coſt him rothing; ſo that the governor looking 
upon ſuch an eventas.a favor from above, ſent to his aſſiſtance Captain Paliner, 
with three regiments of Talingas. This officer was accompanied by Tefez- 
zul-huſſèin-qhan, who had once been tutor to Mirza-ſaadet-aaly, ſecond ſon 
to Shudjah- eddöglah, (26), and was now ſent in quality of an agent bei the 
Governor, to gain the Ranna's heart, The two Envoys being arrived at Gohd, 
took poſſeſſion of the caſtle under pretence of lodging themſelves; and under 
the malſk of friendſhip and a * they kept him Ri and ſurrounded 10 
their forces. a dat! 

Bur before wecontinuethe hiſtory ofthatex 3 we muſt take a view of ſome 
** parts of Decan. In conſequence of che neceſſity of ſome affairs of my 
own, and of the tyranny- exerciſed by deſtiny, I was obliged/to make an ap- 
5 plication to Calcutta, and of courſe to take a journey to Bengal, and it was in 

the year 1194. On my arrival at MS:{h8dabad and at Calcutta, I learned with 

a little more detail what concerned the Decan,from the principal men of thoſe 

cities; and a8 I was actually writing the rough draught of this book in chat 

journey, I uſed to inſert, occcaſionally in it, whatever I heard worth notice and 

credit: it amounts to this; that the grantlees of the court of Poonah and Sata» 

ra, who now govern the dominions of the Sahoo Radja and of Ram Rada 


(77), finding the Engliſh bent on the deſtrudtion of their Empires had united 


* 
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(176) This Saadet- ali lives now At Bonarels, where the e Earl, after having recommended him to a penſion of 
tom esa year, from Aﬀet-ed- d&8lah, Navvab or King of os Keep, him there as a Bug-bear to ſreigliten occa- 


Gonally- his elder Brother into good manners. 
£772 Theſe aro tro of the ilk Emperors of the Marhatta Empire. | | 1 


ed; and who offered himſelf to the Engliſh as a guide: for his country became 
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TAME BOD 
. D and had invited ayer on one baba, —— whe! bad al, 


ready joined the E Eng lim; and on the other; the fohs of RagoBMſla; who from 
Aly-rerdy-qhan's time, had ever been at pace wick tie rulets 6f Be oal,and 


7 


The Marhat- 


UA 1 2 2 bad now by the means el Mr. Eliots and Mr. Anderfbn's eitib8ify wid ne- 
5 anſt the 
1 gociation, renewed that peace and entered into A new treaty of friendſhip: afict 


amity with Governor FHuſhtin, Theſe were fw tafled upon by aint of threats 
to unite with the ethers; and they agreed to'4 uon of concerns at Taft.” fr 
was about the middle of the year 1 194, at ich time Coldnef Goddard had 
already diſcovered Fateh · ing edicvar's defedtion 3 and as he foutid on the c. 
ther hand, that the rainy ſeaſon was coming, he became tired of a'kind of war- 
Fire that had no end, and ſerved only to render che difficulties and neceſiities 
of his army greater and greater: wkh this view he returned to Surat. That 
city was only a few days journey : but the enemy eternally hanging on his 
rear, it coſt him full forty os fiſty days fighting, to cut his way through an 
hoſtile country: and this he did with a deal of ſteadineſs and activity; at laſt 
be arrived in that city, where he put his troops into quarters of refreſhment. 
But whilſt he was preparing all the neceſſaries for commencing early another 
campaign, Fateh-ſing-caievar, who had got ſo eaſily and fo cheaply poſſeſ- 
fion of the G8djrat, but had now become envious of Colonel Goddard's proſ- 
perity, put himſelf at the head of his own forces, and took his ſtation in the 
digricts which originally had been in his poſſeſſion. Whilſt ſuch a change 
was taking place in G8djrat, Chimnadji, another Marhatta General, who was 


nephew to Rago- di- -bhoſla,havang liſtened to theinſtigations and menaces of the. 
4 | miniſters, of Poona (78), ſet out with a good army from the great Naigpoor, 


his 


( 78) To give ſome Idea of thoſe \miniſters, which many "might _ apt to call Barbarians, it muſt be remem - 
bered that they conſented to let go from Vargam an army of Engliſh, which they had beaten and defeated, aud 

| fe they might have kept beſiedgcd untill it ſhould have periſhed to the laſt man: inſtead of that, they gave 
it a pafs, and an eſcorte. We muſt likewiſe read ſome of thoſe letters written by people which are called Ido 
laters in Europe: here is the beginning of a long one written to Governor Haſtings, the. firſt April er, 
Sircaram-baboo, prime miniſter of the Court of 2 It is a Brahman en 
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His Capital, and. Sinden towards Djagennat and Cateck. There he took up 


his winter quarters, whilſt his agents were now repairing to Calcutta, and pro- 
ſfeſling amity and friendſhip to the Engliſh cauſe. The Governor who did 
not truſt altogether to their profeſſions, oppoſed an army of Engliſh to. the 


Marhatta army in Cateck; and ſtationed troops beſides at all the paſſes 1 in the 


mountains, where thoſe enemies had uſed to pour into the provinces of Bengal 


and Bahar: theſe troops had orders to oppoſe force * force, ſhould they! make 
any motion that way (79). | 


Bur as Haider-naic is now going to cut fo great a figure in our 
hiſtory, it is proper to part with our ſubject for a while, in oider to give 
ſome account of that extraordinary man. Haider- nic originally was a 
commander in the ſervice of the French in Decan, in which he commenced 


by ſerving as a Nàic, which ſignifies a commander of ten or filteen men. By 


degrees he roſe to the offices of Djemaat- dar, Soobadar and Comidan (com- 


mandant, ) which laſt is the higheſt title of command to which one can attain 
amongſt the nations of hat-wearers. What appears very ſingular, 1s that not- 
withſtanding that ſuperior Cation, the ſirname of Nic ſtuck to him ever after : 


In the ſequel he ſerved the Radjahs of Decan, made himſelt a character, and 
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1 The all- wiſe Creator and pretectar of the univerſe, formed man ſuperior to all other] of his creatures, and 

t endowing him with reaſon, made him lord over all; and by the gift of ſpeech, adorned by the gem of vera- 

te city, put into his hands the authority over all the terreſtrial world : It is conſequently the duty of all Magiſ- 

4 trates, and all thoſe inveſted with authority to provide for and protect the people of God entruſted to their 
it care: as this is not to be affected without apparent means, wiſe men have eſtabliſhed the mode of correſpon- 
« ding with each other by letters and meſſengers. It was therefore my earneſt deſire to eſtabliſh ſuch a 


00 correſpondence with you 3 and although certain weak and little minds conſidered this deſign as the eſſect of 


« timorouſneſs, yet in the ſight of wiſdom it will be regarded as a proof of a great ſoul. 


( 79 ) Madaji-bhoſſelah, who would not fall out with the Court of Po na, whoſe ſeudatory he was, ſent 2 an ar- 
my of twenty-five thouſand horſe upon the f ontiers of Bengal; And as he would not fall out with the Engliſh, 
neither, from whom he received a penſion, he ſent that army by ſo circuitous a road, that inſtead of two months 
and a half, it did not arrive upon the frontiers of Bengal, but after a ſeven months journey, that is, juſt at the very 
beginning of the rains, which always laſt with violence for fix full months. On the other hand, as he had a much 
greater liking to Engliſh Rupees, than to Engliſh Canoa-balls, he avaiied himſelf of their fears and anxieties, to 
ſqueeze from them undertwo or three plauſible pretences a contribution of about two and thirty lags: a ſum 


which the Engliſh had the wiſdom to think very inferior to two or three hundred lacs of damage, which thoſe 
morcileſs free-boeters might have caſily done. 
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| acquired much owes; and becoming. ; famons Intle by little, he was akin into 
the ſervice of che Radja of Malavar, (80) where in a little time, he fell out 


with that Prince 8 Divan, who according to the cuſtom of that country, diſpo- 


ſed of che revenues and expenditures of that prince, and directed all his coun- 


ts abſolutely. Haider- -NAIC, who deſpiſed that miniſter's puſi lagimity, as 
| much as he. confided on his own valour and talents, had the boldneſs to fall upon 
| him | ia broad day light, and to kill his rival; after which he took poſſeſſion of 


His office. From chat day he ated with an abſolute {vay in every thing, but 


Kill with the policy e of leaving the Radja alive, and in his uſual employ ment : 


chat p prince 1s ſtill alive; and whenever his keeper thinks it proper, he is pro- 


duced i in publick as an antient relick: at which time he never fails to pay him 
every mark of reſpect and veneration. After his eſtabliſhing in this manner 
His authority over the Malavar, he thought proper to march to the aſſiſtance 


of Nizam-aly-qhan, ſon to Nizam-el-mulk, ſovereign of the Decan, who 


having fallen out with the Engliſh and with Mahmed-aaly-qhan, Viceroy of 


| Arcat, had marched at the head of an army, and given chem a great battle, in 


which he was aſſilted by Haider-naic „with his perſon and a body of troops. 


But che Engliſh having obtained the victory, N zam-aly- -qhan in deſpair of 


his defeat, obſtiaately remained on the field of battle, reſo! ved racher to pe- 


riſh in che field than to ſurvive his defeat. It was at chis moment he was de- 
ſcried by Haider - nic from a far, who being informed of his del; pair and re- 


ſolution, gallopped-up to him and made ule of force and violence to turn his 


elephant about, and to make him quit the geld of battle.  Nizam- aly- qhan 


conſented at laſt; but told him that it eee condition that he (Haider- 


nic) would provide for his obtaining his rey fon of that defeat. The other 


promiſed it ; and e after having ſpent ſome time in making his prepara- 


PI ” y . — 
un „ FF! 


& | 30 ) The ak who had no better memoirs 3 affairs of Decan than hear-ſays, has miſtaken the 
«aſe: Haider · ni ic did not take ſervice with the Radjas of Malabar, but with the Radja or King of Miyfſor, 


 whoſs litt e country, exceedingly well peopled an] cultivated, as are all Hindoo countries, yields no leſs than 'a | 
Coror of Rupees a year, or a million and a quart ſterling. The truth is that a Hindoſtanies have but conſuſ d 


* differeace betwixi the Malabar and the Mäyſoor. 


tives 
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depart, and then in a few days be turned about, faced the Englith' again; but 


meigenéy, or from the concourſe of defliny, he was obliged to turn his back, 
and to deturn! to his own country. But the Englith beat on his purſuir, arri- 


poſed their paſſage ; . and after having eſtabliſhed contributions in the country, 
they uſed to proceed forward. Theſe many ſieges having g given him time to col- 
lect his reſdurces, he quickly repaired to a ſtrong fortereſs of bis, depoſed there 


moſt of | his baggage, and having 1 taken out of it as much proviſions and amu- 


pid marches, he fell ſuddenly upon the Engliſh, and gave them a great defeat. 
But as the vainquiſhed army continued in a body, and after having been drawn 
up in battle array, wanted to renew the combat, he-at once diſappeared from 
before them, without'their being able to know any ching of his: motions; and 
having marched by roads which nobody ſuſpected, he ſuddenly made his ap- 
pearance before Mendradj (Madras), which was empty of troops, and where 
there were no preparatives' ade againſt his coming and he furrounded'i it- 

all fides. The governor and principal men ſeeing no reſource at hand, 
et open the gate of amity, went to meet hit, and made a treaty. with 


ſome repoſe to Hläider-näte, he returned to his own country, and di- 
lgently employed himſelf in diſci plining his troops, and in providing every" 


a diſ pute aroſe between the Marhattas and himſelf, in n which be Was 
hamefully beaten, and obliged to fly to bis conti: where he ſoon repaired 
bis loſſes. The Marhattas mean while overawed by. his ſuperiority of genius, 
and intimidated by his art of findiog reſources, upited, with Nizam- aaly- qhan,. 


* 
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tives be ebe about, and fell on the Engliſh ; 50 wy 1* let Vizim-adly Aeg 


s ; defented. and obliged to fly for his Ie; Either from ſome particular e- 


ve in his dominions, where they took one. after another whatever fortreſs op- 


nition as would ſerve for ſome days all his troops, he turned about, and by ra- 


him, by which che troubles ended by a peace. But this peace having afforded! 


and undertook to demoliſh his Poets Ind 0. ruin mm torally for this Pure. 


He fights the 


Engliſh with a 
variety of ſuce 
ceſb es, bu in ge · 


neral with ad- 


vantage. 


implement necetſar y for War and conqueſt. After a length of time had elapſed * . 
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Vets up a ca- 
valry of Perſt- 
ans and other 
foreigners, 
which he diſci- 
plin:$ after a 
mei hod. of his 
SWA. 


which Nizzm-aaly-qban had ent them tiger. the e Cu aber 
dbonſa; and hey made an itruption into; his dominiens. Haider mac finding 


that he. could not ſand againft fach_aforce, abſtained for 4 whole Near! from 
oncpuntefing t the enemy; But yet he conſtantly. kept at the diſtance. of ſome 


| miles, without. loſing fight of him, unleſs he ſometimes choſe to makę a tay; 


and then he was always provided withſuch a numerous body. of fioueeraz and 
ſuch an immenſe artillery, as enabled him at any time to fortify.a good poſt, ant} 


to tarry there; nor did his enemies dare to attack him imſuctierfoitified 


camp. | Nevertheleſs with all ah d e ee he wiſely « concluded chat 
in time, his country would be ruined by ſuch a warfare; and ne ſought his ſafety 
in a treaty of peace, by which he gart a deal-of money 9 the,(Mathatitas;'to 
Nizam- aaly - qhan, and to the lditet's general Gola-ghen * ah in GST 
he extcicated himſeh from his difficulties. E 1 
Arz chis peace, he paſſei ten — in reſt I wache, be 
ſpent this interval in making mighty preparativeb hie tent Ebaſſadors with 
rich and curious preſents to Kerim: quan. zendi (81), then maſter abſolute of 
all Iran; and theſe in their maſters name requeſted leave to laiſe in his doinini 
ons ſome thouſand men ef caralry: the permiſſion being ſoon granted, the 


Envoy's who; were furniſhed with large fums of money, ſoon brought trom 
thence ſome thouſand Perſian Moguls, all young vigourous men; commanded 
by proper officers of their on. On the other hand he gpened à correſpon- 
| dence wich the French of Mauris, an Iſland over againſt bis country; and by 
their mea. 1 nds We e. wich the Mi niſters of he French 


1 * a. " = _—_—y 


2 9 * A 
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( $1 ) Kerim 2 Was his name Zendi, that of his wr ah which was a tribe originally traniel, living in -the 
Loreſtan, a moontainous tract, in the north vf Pars, There are dther tribes of Iranian” origin, ſetrled in the 


middle and ſouthern parts of Iran or Perſia · whereas the Turkiſh txibes, that furniſh almoſt all the Soldiers of 


wat Empite, dwell inthe Northerw parts of itj from Weſtto/Eaſt. The Sefi family, chat has jdft becstns tte 


in our days, as of a We e nere — pens ans Nadpe-hols {Alias 1 


e 


remarked of Kerim: qhan, that although a Monarch abſolute, and a conqueror, berpe ver Arruck money i in yo 
ew name, but Gay wid Ht tut ut, ot Saba Koni hl tie PHE, | 


5 0 | 1 kingdom 


3 . - p | * . ©, 
A WIUTAHAOQER IN. 


313 
A ene bse telbusd abe Mean while he impor. 


ted into hb county a number df excellent horſes, which he got mounted by Bar- 
gira r men whiek-he-payed ((32)-6 party as it is euſtomury in India: theft he 
Uiltiplined-in a manner particular to bimfelf, reaching ſome thoufancls of them 
tw lorcn their ranlisg undd 36ithout breaking them: to her abour und artack of 4 
fulligaitop tote thouſunds of others oppoſite thern; heallb obliged the Mogul 
_ and Indian troopers chat ere in his ſervice, to be eereſſec every tay for nine 
hours togethiery, intheevolutions and rules of moving and Fighting in order; ins 
ſomuch that he rendereil themex rr in their boſicze d and capable of any fervice. 
To chis nuierous body ofeavalry he added ſeventy thouſand mufqueteers, arttiell 
ich Hint lock, and which he difciplined in the European manner, This might „er ic. 


numerous in- 
fantry,diſcipline 


ty army wasfolowed-by-atrain-of ſev en hundred pieces 6f. .artillery 3 mounted ed after the Eu; 


pean manner; 


2 and ſerved exactly in the Engliſn and Fr enck manner. After ſpending ſome and an immenſe 


artillery mount» 
ed and ſerved 


years in thele: preparations, he-became ſo conſcious of his own ftrevgth, that he model 

ſallied forth, and conquered both from the Malabar Princes, and from the | 

Marhattas, an extent of ground that yielded a revenue of about four Corors a 

year (83). His army accoutred and furniſhed abundantly with every neceſſary, 

exactly as in Europe, is kept under che ſtricteſt order and diſcipline. They ſay 
that his eldeſt ſon, who is nom his beſt General, does not dare to deviate a hairs 
breadth from any of his orders, ſo far are any others from daring it themſelves. 
One day he commanded him to be on horſeback ſeven hours aſter ſun ſet, and 
to go to ſuch a ſpot; it happened that although he mounted at the proper time, 
it vs however after a ort delay: but that ſhort delay was taken up that tis ow. 3 
very Moment he ſent for him back, and made him undergo the punition of che military othees, 
Whip. Nor was:he leſs exact in ocher reſpects: on obſerving that the Mogul 


and Perſian Officers et, were W Coin among — 
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Gives the lav 
to 'fh: Marhat- 
tas, with hom 


he make a trea- 
; ty. 


IA HES KE 1 R, 
$ © 6 I 4 * 4 : 
be ſent for them arid repreſented to chem in a moderate tone: 


in a friendly manner, £ e chat as he had procured them from a far, and dn 
«* coſt him already an immenſe ſum of money, hey ouglit io reſerve them · 


4 
&* 4 


4 ſelves for his ſervice, inſtead of killing and. flaughtering each other as hey 


« did ever day: he added, that as they were. ſtrangers in this country, they, 
cc * ought to live upon good terms with the Indians; and by all means upon 
« terms of tendernels and love with their own COUNTY Rey; But chis friendly 
reprimand had no effect; and they, went on in their uſual; way, above all ma- 
king no account of the Indians, and. endleſſiy quarrelling and fighting amongſt 
themſelyes, and againſt the others: two or three times he repeated his repri- 
mand, and two or three times he repeated it in vain: at laſt he grew tired, and 
one day he ordered two or chree of choſe dilobedient olficers, to be ſeized and 
made faſt to an elephant. s feet, where they. were trampled to death. From 
that day they returned to order and obedience; and having cuckel-apthe; 


hem of obedience into the ſaſh of zeal and ſubmiſſion, they are nom brought 
under a ſtrict diſcipline, and are at all times ready. for immediate action. T 
defray ſuch expences, he has got poſſeſſion of immenſe treaſures, amaſſrd from! 


an cient times by the princes of Decan for leveral ages paſt: nor is cherer in-alp 


Hindoſtan a power comparable to his in wealth, ſtrength, ſplendor; dite pine 
and number of good troops. However all this mention upon general report 
ſor after all, God only knows whether I am miſtaken ĩũ that aſertion. Hàider- 
naic finding himſelf able to aſſert his rights, conceived now the deſign of reco- 
vering ieveral territories which the Marhattas had wreſted ſome years before 
from him; and he ſent them word, that if they retired quietly thoſe Nein 
tries, and made a treaty with him, he would aſſiſt them with all bis forces 


In their quarrell with the Engliſh; elle, they muſt prepare for war. The court of 


Poona which was now ſenſible of the importance of ſuch an ally atfucb a i- 
tical time, concluded that. ĩt was as happy an offer as they might willi for; and 
Haring ſoon agreed to his me wy; propaſed a treaty with him on theſe 

we 
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to conditions: the firſt, that he (ola himſelf come over to their aſſiſtance, 
| and ſight by their ſide: the ſecond, that if his affairs did not permit him to come 
fo far, then that he ſhould invade the province of Arcat, carry ruin and devaſ- 
tation in every part of it, and keep in continual alarms, the armies and power 
ef the Engliſh. Haider-naic finding it impoſſible and inexpedient to join 
the Marhattas, accepted the fecond condition. 


As ſoon as this treaty had been concluded and executed, he prepared to 


falfil it on his part : in the middle of the year 1194 of the Hedjra, he inva- 9 
ded the province of Arcat with an army that covered the plains, like the waves 
of an angry Sea, and with a train of artillery that had no end. Being arrived 

| | He invades 


at about forty or fiſty coſſes from the territory of Mendradj „ he ſtopped there, che Carnatec, 


and puſhes to 


and ſuddenly diſpatched a ſtrong body of troops under his ſon, with orders to Jem © 
puſh haſtily to the capital: this general arriving unexpectedly, made himſelf 
maſter of that city, as well as of the palace of Mahmed-aaly-qhan,the Viceroy 
of the province, together with whatever they contained: they ſay that he did 
not offer much injury or damage to the inhabitants of the city, but chat he 
ruined the gardens and country houſes belonging to the Engliſh, and made 
priſoners thoſe he found there. Gen. Monro, the ſame who had heretofore 
beaten the Vezir ot Hindoſtan at Bacſar, when he was only a Major, was now 
General,and appointed to the defence of the factory and fortreſs of Me 1drad;. 
He came out of the walls with ten battalions of Talingas, and ſixteen pieces 
of cannon, furniſhed with every neceſſary, ſuch as ball and powder; and he in- 
tended to fight, But Haider-naic hearing of this, wrote to his ſon to retreat 
from thence, and to draw the Engliſh army into the plain, and mean while to 
retrograde himſelf gradually towards his father. The ſon having obeyed punc- 
tually , Gen. Monro put his army in battle array, and having ordered a regi- 
ment with ſome Captains, and Lieutenants, and Enſigns, and ſome ſergeants, with 
two pieces of Cannon, and neceſſaries to advance forward as uſual, at two or three 
ooſſes diſtance from the main body; he followed himſelf with his whole army, 
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and, in this manner MES advanced ten or twelve.coſes farther from thei fortreſs. 


THE 


Haider naic-keariag of ibis, ſent a body of troops under re command of his ſon, 


with ordets ſirſt to charge the regiment in queſtian, and then ta ſend intelligence 


exery moment, and mean while to ſtand ready to execute further commands. 
The ſon did as he was commanded; and he attacked the regiment wich ta 


much vigour, that the commander of: it after having brayely, ſtocd his ground, 
and received the enemy vith a fire. af muſtetry and cangon, ſent : word to 
the general, that the combat was drawing to a length; that his numbers wer 
thinned: the enemy numerous; and that he wanted immediaze relief. As the, 
diſtance was great, and one quart of the day was already ſpent,when the combat, 

commenced - it was noon before the trooper, with the intelligence arrived and. 
ſome time more being ſpent before the General could fix his mind an a,reſ@s 
lation, there remained only one third of the day, when he ſent four reguments 
to the aſſiſtance of the firſt, two of which were European white Soldiers, new. 
landed from Europe, the others being Indian Talingas. But it was evening 
before they could arrive. The five regiments being joined, paſſed the night 
on the ſpot. On this intelligence Hiider-ndic ſent his ſon-in-law with. freſh 
troops to his ſon's aſſiſtance; and theſe recommenced the attack at day break. 
The Engliſh were worſted; and Baan that their General had erred, in not 


marching up with his whole army, they thought it expedient to retreat to the 
main body; and they commenced a retreat, but always in good order, and 
always turning about, and always facing their purſuers: the enemy continu- 
ed preſſing on all ſides, and perpetually attacking with Rockets, Cannon- balls, 
Muſkets and Bombs; and they had already burned the plants of the lives of 
numbers of Engliſh ſoldiers, when they were likewiſe - favored-by. fortune: it 
happened that one of the Engliſh Carts of powder and ammunition took fire: 
in an inſtant. the Whole proviſion, blew-up, and carried away ſach valt 
numbers of men, which happened to be near or at no great diltange,that thoſe. 
that ſurvived the diſaſtre, proved not numerous enough: to continue the com- 
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bat The enemy; having;ſurrbudded. themy ſent them promiſes of quarter: the, 
- Engliſh, who are a courageous nation, full of military pride and, firmneſs, of 


heart, refuſed to ſurrender; upon which an order came to put them to the 
ford and the poor ſqulz were all hacked to pieces (84). It happened; that 


three or faut men eſcaped from the ſlaughter, and reached General Monro's en- 


campmentz but cheir report ſtruck ſuch a panic in his mind, that this general, 
whoſe courage bad neger bean. doubted te chat. day, no ſooner heard the, de- 
call ol ths laughter, than he loſt his wonted ficmneG,and, betrayed erety mark 
of fear, trepidation andi diſmay, The report goes that he paſſed. the night 
without going to bed: and that at day - break he mounted a fleet horſe, and 
without ſtopping any where, or giving himſelf a moment to breathe, he retired 
within the, fortreſs of Mendradj: the forlorn army following i in much diſtreſs 
and diſorder, retired into che fortreſs likeyiſe;, and the victorious in full pur- 
yi of the run-ayays,entered.the city of Mendradi, which they maſterd; ſothat 


there remained to the Engliſh nothing but the fortreſs of that name. They 


ſay th hat in a tew. days after, the fortreſs of Arcat, the capital of Mahmed-ali- 
ghan's dominions, who was the Viceroy of the Carnatec, was taken by the ene- 
my, as well as that of Pool-churry, which laſt had been lately taken by the 
Engliſh, from the French; and as in times of calamity, a mis fortune never 
comes alone, it happened thata difference ariſing between the Englifh and the 
Talingas of the garriſon of I{-hac-patan (Vizagapatam),theſe laſt who were nu- 
merous, fell upon the ſmall number of the Engliſh, and killing ſome of them, 
impriſoned the others; and thus that place alſo came cheaply in Haider- 
ndic's power. | 

- GENERAL Monro: "EAN - the feld.i in i fracebid a manner, did 
aba to be accuſed both rap friends and foes, who coyered himwith ſhame: but 
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(84) The Author is mille all wote e e were taken AT THAT and even then Col Bailie 
; Was at the head of ſeven hundred Eagliſh, and of three thouſand Si pahis; : nor did the Engliſh want either courage 
or numbers: they wanted powder, and were exhauſted by three days continual RET againft troops continu· 


ally. rege wel. 
this 


Beats the Fr.- 


Elich. 


The Engliſh 
purſued to the 
very gates of 
Mendr adi. 
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this news had not yet teich Calc, where, mean while the fire of digen - 
fion, which had been raging with fo moch violence” betwen the Governor Ge- 


1 neral and Mr. Francis, had now riſen to ſuch a height, that from bad words, 
AA Mr and diſputes,they had proceeded to fighting with guns; and at the end of Redjeb 
rancis. or the beginning of Shaaban, both parties according to the eſtabliſhed cuſtom of 


the nation, went out by themſelves, and fought with piſtols: the governor, being be- 


' | triended by deſtiny, came off harmleſs; but Mr. Francis was wounded. As he 
1 was predeſtined to live a great deal more, the piſtol ball,although it entered at 
his right ſide, did neither break the bone, nor even rend the curtain: it ſtopped 
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between bone and fleſh; and in a few days he was cured. It was juſtly at this 
time that General Coote, a King's ſervant, who had ſucceeded General Cla- 
vering, as commander in chiet of all the forces in India, ard from Lucnow, 
whilſt Mr. D8creel, (Mr. Ducarell) arrived from Bardvan. Theſe two men, 
who had connections with both parties, interpoſed their good offices, and 
became mediators of forgiveneſs and peace between the governor and Mr. 
Francis: they brought them together, and made them take their ſeats at the 


Counci]-board: and it was about this time that the intelligence of Monro's 


defeat arrived at Calcutta. The letters mentioned that the enemy grew daylyx 


more powerful, and that General Monro had fled from the field of battle. 


News came likewiſe of General Goddard's having come out of Surat, and 


of his now beſiedging the town of Beſſi (Baſſain), which is one of the ſtrong- 


8 eſt fortereſſeſs in the Marhatta dominions. It was likewiſe at this time that an 
dard beſieg es | 
Beſſi. 


Engliſhman of ſome conſequence arrived ina Packet - ſhip from Bombay, which 
means in Engliſh a Courier-ſhip; and god knows what news he brought with 
him. He found the Governor. general with all the Principal Engliſh of Cal- 
cutta overwhelmed with ſorrow, but buſy in contriving expedients to raiſe a 
|} great ſum of money, and to form an army. The Governor after borrowing 
| | FIR upon intereſt from the wealthy Bengalies of Calcutta, ſo great a ſum as one 
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eoror & rupees, engaged General Coote to repair to Mendras, and to take 


the command of the army chere. 


It was in thoſe times of calamity and diſtreſs, I arrived at Calcutta, where 
I paid a viſit to the Governor General. That Viceroy, who has a vaſt fund 


of innate goodneſs in his nature, condoled much with me, and promiſed that 


I would one day ſee the accompliſhment of my wiſhes: but he was ſo over- 


whelmed with public buſineſs, that he could not afford to give me many 


hearings, or to remember his promiſe. As to General Coote, he both object- 
ed to the ſcarcity' of men and of money, until both being remedied, he con- 


ſented to go to Mendradj with three or four batcalions that had been brought 


thgether and theſe being joined to the ſix or ſeven | regiments now ſhut-up 
in the fortreſs of that name, the whole with ſome other troops then in thoſe 
parts, would form a body of ten or twelve regiments : : a force which was 


thought ſufficient to fight Haider-ndic in the field. For the Engliſh truſted” 
much to the goodneſs of their troops, and to the talents of their commander; 


nor do they admit any interference of the deity in the affairs of this world; 
but attribute their repeated victories, and numerous conqueſts, to the good 
conduct of their officers, and to the bravery of their troops; nor do chey aſ- 
cribe the deſeats given to General Carnac, and to General Monro, to any 
thing elſe but to the miſconduct of thoſe two men, whom they loaded with 
imprecations and obloquy, as che principal authors of thoſe diſaſters that had 
diſgraced *their.nation. F There is no doubt inderd but that wiſdom and pru- 
dence bear a great ſway in the direction of che affairs of the world; but not 
ſo much neither; as that che original mover of all events, he that has created 
and beſtowed that vildont and prudence, ſhould remain idle hitgfelf, and as 


it were out of office: or that che affairs of the world, for want of apparent 


ſolidity and permanency, ſhould be wholly and intirely in the power and diſ- 
poſab of human wiſdom, and foreſight.” Be it as it may, General Coote who 
n in chief all che troops in che n ſervice in Iudia, and 
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bad under bis care all the affairs of th as, his particular province, conſented 
to repair to Mendradj: urged by a thorough ſenſe of the critical ſituation of 
affairs both in Mendradj and in Decan, he embarked in the middle of the 


Pleſſed month of Ramazan, of the year 1194 on board of a ſhip (86), and 
repaired to that tortreſs. As to myſelf, perceiving that the Governor could 


not pay any. attention to my affairs, and chat I had no chance for any aſſiſt- 
ance at Calcutta, I returned to Mꝭrſhꝭdabad: being very uneaſy on account 
of a threatened invaſion from the Machattas of Cateck, and on account of 


my having left my children and family like ſo many forlorn ſouls, in a city 


that had no Governor and no Ruler, that might partake of the diſtreſſes of 


families, and watch over their ſafety; for both the Nazem (87), and his 
Lieutenant were perfectly free from ſuch cares; nor could much be ex pected 
fl om the Engliſh themſelves, who had in moſt places beſtowed the offices 
of rulers and Lieutenants on ſome principal Indians, who truſting to their in- 
tereſt with their maſters, paid little attention to the ſituation of the people of 
this land. I arrived at M8rſh8dabad the ſeventeenth of Shavval, and re- 
mained there till the 25th Zilhidj, of that ſame year; and all the while I was 
hearing accounts chat differed from each other. Nevertheleſs whatever was 
moſt confirmed, has been- inſerted in theſe ſheets; and it amounts to this 


much: that General Monro having, as has been already faid, retired in that 


| ſhameful manner within the fortreſs of Mendradj, had become a ſtanding ſtock 


for the ſhafts of reproach from every one of his countrymen, as well as from 
the enemy. But as Haider-naic's troops had taken poſſeſſion of every thing 


without the walls, and even of the city itſelf, as far as the precincts of the fert- 


7 eſs, the Englich ſhut up within the place, reſolved to fall by ſurpriſe upon 
thoſe bodies of the FRAMp that were b Aa cloſe to Thou walls, in _ 


* 


3 * 


(so Ic was in September, a time exceedingly unfit and dangerous for going out of the Ganges, and ſtill 
more 10 for navigating to M draſt by ſea, ualeſs it might be 8 circuitous navigation of two or three months; and 
F<t ihe General was iv miraculouſly lucky, as to fetch Madraſt in a fortnight, 


( 37 ) Mubaio6-60-Uoblaly aud Mabmed-rega-ghang his Niib er Deputy, 
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of making an impreſſion upon them> for this purpoſe. there c came out of 
+ the, fortreſs at day break, nay. before day break, two battalions of Gran« - 
| . dils. (Grenadiers), which word ſignifies i in their language, picked men, 
tall and ſtout, and of tryed bravery. But as Hader-naic is fully ac- 
quainted wich the particular turn of genius of the Engliſh in war matters, 
and is infatigable, and always thoroughly informed of the motions of his 
enemies, he never ſuffers his people to be ſupine, or off their guard, or neg- 
gent in their duty. His troops therefore proved to be ready for the ene- 
my's reception: a furious combat commenced; and troops being continually 
ſent to the aſſiqtance of thoſe engaged, the two battalions-in queſtion were 
ſurrounded, and finding no way open for a retreat, they continued fighting 
heroically, angil they all ruſhed into eternity, leaving to Hider-niic's troops 
a full poſſeſſion of the victory. It was after this diſgrace chat the news of 
Seneral Coote's coming became public. General Munro ſeemed ſtruck with 
the intelligence; and fearing for both his life and character, ſhould that com- 
mander land unexpectedly at Mendradj, he reſolved to exert himſelf ! in 
recovering his honor : with this view he came out with all the troops he 
could muſter, leaving only ſuch a ſmall number as might guard the gates, 
and the company's magazines: he had with him a great train of cannon 
and mortars, with every neceſſary for ſome important expedition. Oa the 
other fide Haider-niic's ſon, with an army of. diſciplined troops and a good 
train of artillery, advanced to meet the enemy; and a mighty battle enſued. 
But again deſtiny would have it ſo, that Häider- näic's ſon gained a com- 
pleat victory; and General Munro being vanquiſhee again and defeated, 
was forced to retreat within the fortereſs wich the ſhattered remains of his ar- 
my, where probably, he is ſafe from an attack; for it is reported that Hiaider- 
naic does not care to fight againſt walls and fortereſſes, and has been heard 
more than once t0 ſay, that it would be a folly to expoſe the lives of ſo ma- 
ny brave men for che fake of acquiring the poſſeſſion of three or four thou- 
IS | ſand 
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find yard of ground; and that Nöte! God Almighity would gire ny 


| the open ooontry, and victory againſt the Ebelih, he did not care to diſpute 
walls and brick-bats with them. This much is certain that he muſt have 

known how little they could hold in a place deſtitute of every ching. He'knew 
chat as the-fortereſs. of Mendradj is ſeated by the ſea-ſide; it has no ſweet 


4 


water at all; and although proviſions of it are daily imported from abroad, 

it was impoſſible that they ſhould anſwer the neceſfties of twenty or thirty 

thouſand perſons of all profeſſions and ſexes, which were ſhut up within 
i its walls, and that too for a ſpace of three or four months. Add to this that 


Mendradj is not really a fortereſs (88): it is only a wall drawn round the 
habications of an infinity of merchants and otber-nametons people reſiding 
chere. Theſe men daily import their own water from without the walls, 
where chere is a city a part. But even ſuppoſing that in times of ſull peace, they 
ſhould have formed an aqueduct or a a rill, that ſhould carry a ſupply of water up 


to theix ir habirations, ſtill ſuch a contrivance would prove of little avail, as an ap- 


= a * D - — - 
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proach to that rill is now oppoſed and full of danger. Now as it is certain 


that they can no more import provifions than their water, it becomes altogether 


incomprehenſible, how that multitude can have ſubfiſted all this while with 
out ſufferiag every extremity (39). It is a pity chat the Engliſh do not 
mention ſuch matters, and the like details publickly: they never talk of 


— jr j — — — ha 


them to ſuch people as we; and I cannot get any ſure intelligence from any 

one elle. But for- that reſervedneſs of tt 5, we ſhould have ſet down all 
| thoſe events with a full detail. 

II has been already related that che Governor, from the very firſt ardival 


of General Chavering and his party, had found 1 it out tl his power to come 
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| Det (88) This is a miſtake. Madraſt, although very inferior 10 Bombay, aud fill more ſo to Calcutta, is nepeng 
| . theleſs a ſortereſ betwixt the fecond and rhiru order. 


(89) They ſubſiſted however by the endleſs Squad rons 3 forwarded from gengat; Saran 
carried i've ſtock, as well as grain, and ſalt. proviſions : the Governorg,who gave bimſeſf no reft on that heady 


4: Wing eerted Aumſelf in ſupporting Madralt and its territory, which he conlidered as the vutwork of Bengal. 
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to an underſtanding with them: for although now and then both ſides liſten- 
ed t the perſuaſion of common friends, who forcibly pointed out the 
inconyeniencies of diſſention, and the advantages of concert, ſo as to ſeem 


inclined to unite together; yet ſuch was the difference of tempers, and ſuch 
the diverbity of intereſts, that no union and no concert could take place! 


Even of late, that is ſome time after the duel had happened; ſome appear- 


ance of peace, and even ſome union, had been perceived Between the Go- 
vernor and Mr. Francis on the mediation of General Coots and Mr. Dooe- 
reel; but after the General's departute for Mendradj,matters took to theit for- 
mer courſe: For Mr. Francis wiſhed that ſome arrangements might take place, 
to not one of which the Governor would liften : che firſt was, the ſending 


Pack Mr. Briſhtoo to his office of Lucknow, with his former appointment 


and authority, for both which, repeated orders had come from Europe: the 
ſecond, that the Divanſhip of the Calcutta department mould be given to 
Runithund-ray, inftead of Ganga- govind, who now holds it; the third was, 
that Nandcomar's fon ſhould be pa at the head of the Qhaliſfih or Revenue 
Once. There were ſome other demands, to none of which the 8888 
would conſent: he had of late met with ſeveral new fub; ects of diſcontent ; 
in fo much that his enmity had riſen to a beigth. 

Bur whilt there was ſo much diſſention and enmity at home, great mil- 
fortunes had befallen the Engliſh arms abroad; two or three Veteran armies, 
With a number of renowned commandets, had been deſtr oyed; and an im- 
menſe for of money having been fpent'3 in thoſe expeditions, the Company's 
treaſury was become ſo empty, that Cbrernmerit had been obliged to have 
recourſe to a loan which was obtaneck fot the Penal es; and all thar, at 
the very time that the Supreme Conil dert ferbidden from mal ing any new 
conqueſts. It was from ſuch events and from ſuch fotraal cdilobediences oforders, 
that Mr. Francis who: broushigthoraints 0 dine of View „thought he could 
PROS, a great b body.of mifdemeanonrs zud mil tar agerer: in the Governor's 
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eonduct: he now - rediged the whole into a methodical writing which be get 


Hound like a book; and after having obtained it's being regiſtered, he 


thought himſelf ſtrong enough with ſuch a piece, and he departed this coun- 

3. D. 1787.8 try at the end of Zilcaad of the year 1194 of the Hedjrah: he was attended 
by a number of gentlemen, all diſſatisſied with the Governor, who all repaired 

to London, which is the Capital of the dominions of the kings of England. 

By this departure he freed the Governor from a troubleſome antagoniſt. For 

hicherto the latter had been at ſome trouble in managing the Goverament in 

an abſolute manner, although he took all the riſks upon himſelf; but now that 


the whole Council is reduced to his own perſon. and to that of Mr. Wheeler's, 
he is become ſole maſter of binding and unbinding, of appointing, and diſmiſ- 


ſing in every department, without either controul or diſpute. Time only can ſhow 


| %. in what manner ſhall end theſe diſſentions, as well as theſe troubles which are 
juſt commencing; and time alone ſhall determine whae completion his 
ſchemes are likely to have. Then ſhall we know fomething of what is to be- 
come of the poor iujured people of chis land, who now have no other friend, 
and no other comforter but, God Almighy. As to myſelf having ſet out 
from MSrſh8dabad- the 26th Zilhidj; and in that ſame year having ſtopped 
ſome time at Radjemahal for tome particular buſineſs, and ef] vecially for_per- 
forming the rites of the ten.days of Moharrem ; on the ninth of that ſame 
month, I heard from a perſon of conſequence and credit, that General Coote, 
having joined the troops he had brought with him, to thoſe he found at Men- 
dradj, had ſet out from that fortreſs with a great train of artillery ; and mc 
given battle to the troops of Häider- naic, he had been beaten as had already 
been General Monro, and forced to retire within the walls, without which 
 Hiider-naic is now maſter of every thing, GEE the Province of Arcat, 
and up to the walls of Mendradj. 2 | 
Nos did the affairs of the Engliſh wear a more favorable aſpettin Hindoſ- 
en, where che troops, which ud been carried by Captain Palmer to the 


414 
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aſſiſtance of the Ranna of Gohud, having lodged themſelves . their own con- 


veniency in the forterſs of mat name, turned their thoughts towards recovering 
ſome other ſtrong holds, and places which had been in the poſſeſſion of the 
Ranna's (90) anceſtors. That commander, put to the Radja a number of 


queſtions about every ſpot and every place in that region: the Ranna anſwered, 
& that one of the principal poſſeſſions of his anceſtors, was the fortreſs of Go- 
, aliar, a place renowned for ſtrength all over Hindoſtan, and which the Em- 
. perors of the family or Babr (91) had ſeized by force, haying maintained 
e their conqueſt by a ſuperiority of power: that from that time it had belong- 
ed to them, being called by excellence the Imperial fortereſs : that 1n pro- 
* ceſs of time as the Empire came to loſe of it's power, and che Marhattastoin- 
#6: ceſe their's,it-happened chat the Governor and Garriſon finding themſelves 
0 neglected by the miniſters and Grandees of the Court, as well as reduced ve- 
* ry low for want of pay. and neceſſaries, thought it high time to liſten to che | 
«« offers of the Machattas, to whom they conſented to ſurrender the fortreſs on 


La) 


1 condition of being payed the whole of their arrears ; and thus having receiv- 


.« ed the money in exchange for the fortreſs, they had ſurrendered it to a 


* 


= body of Marhatta troops: that from that day it had remained in their poſ- 
64 ſeſſion; a tranſaction which was freſh in every one's mind, as-it had happen- 
« ed in the time of Ahmed-ſhah, ſon to the Emperor Mahmed-ſhah, of the 
1 Babr family(ↄ 1). This was the information given by the Ranna. Now as that 
place is only at about thitteen coſſes from Gohud, and it had been conſtantly 
an eye · ſore to the Gentoo Prince, he was thouroughly informed of every cor- 
ner of it, and of every manner of approaching it, as well as completely ap- 


ptiſed of a particular path, hidden by the rock, and quite -out of fight, where 


—y 
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Y 90) The word Ranna fignifies more than Radja or King, although it comes from the ſame root. It is an po- 
pellative by which the Radja of Gohud deſigns himſelf, as does the Radja of Chitor, his neighbour, 


— 


0 91) The reader knows that although the reigning family of Hindoſtan, deſcends ina direct line from Tim- 
ur, or Timur lang the conqueror of that country, yet it is better known under the name of Babr, great Grand- 


Fon of that conqueror, as it is he who firſt thought of [leaving his dominions in Euzbeg-tartary (Alias TSran) te 
Cattle in the leſs difficult 8 of Hindoſtan. | | 
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the rampart was Poel than any elſe where. otra this he gave ifventacichs 
the Engliſh, and added a number of men abo had a locel knowledge of every 


part within and without the walls. The Engliſ commander formed his pro- 


je& upon thioſe lights ; and having wich great ſucrecy prepared” g®gamber"of 
ladders proportionate. tothe heigtix of the wall, and mean while f pread a repori 
ofan attack being intended againſt aher Fort, he ſet out from Gohud tlie 
place of his refidence, ſtopped at about five or I colles diſtance; and from 
thence: at the beginning of che nigiit, he poſted hit army, and wich a propet 
number of light troops which, he furniſned with ladders, he märched forwards. 
At the end of the night, being artived at the ſpot hie intended]; he placed hi 

ladders, and availing himſelf of the neglect and ſupineneſs af che gartugns he 


got upon the wall; and commenced firing at the gatriſon, which was: thrown 


into the greateſt conſternation: For one or two thouſand of ſuch troops, being 


once got within the ſortreſs, were by all meant an over match for any ten 


thouſand of ſuch ſlothful fellows as compoſed the garriſon.” They ſay that the 
Marhatta-governor,either out of deſpair and ſhame, or for fear of being called to 
an account, killed himſelf; and chere is alſo another report, that this ſurpriſe 
had been concerted with the antient Imperial commander, who diſſatisfyed 
with his not being payed his arrears, bad only diſſembled his reſentment, and 
had remained within the fortreſs, until he could find ſome opportunity of 
introduciag an enemy. It was in this manner that ſo famous a fortreſs fell in a 
twinkle, in the hands of the Engliſh, who took care to put a garrilon in 
at (92)- Iwas in Calcutta,” when news came of the capture of * and I 

N heard | 
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(2) That Prince, like all the e e of India, 1 greater or leſſer y had connections with a tribe of 
bighway-men, who having diſcovered a hiden path by which they climbed every night up the rock, and 
from thence. up the wall, were let in by ſome of their alſociates fettled within the Care And it 
was over that ſame path that the Engliſh, with ſuch guides at their head, found means to ſcramble” over the 


rock and to ſurprize the place. And it is ' obſervable. that the impregnable Ggaliar has abways een taken 
through treachery, or by ſurpriſe. The fortreſs of Galiar is ſeated on a rock, of ſeven or eight milesia extent; 
in which there are woodggarable, paſture, lakes and ponds, and every thing requiſite to forniſh ſor years: together 
to the neceſſities of a girriſon. All this is ſurrounded by a wall and towers thirty feet. high, that-leave berwixt 


the foot of the foitification and the briuk of the rock, a berme of about ten or twenty feet in breadth, ſurroun- 
| ' dcd 
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heard with my own ears the diſcharges of Cannon, by which that * event | 
Vas announced to the public. It was there I learned alſo that Maha-dji-ſindia, 
one of the principal ſeudatoay rulers of the Marhatta Empire, who has the 


abſolute government of the provinces of Malva and 8djein, as well as of the 


caſtle of Goaliar, hearing of General Godard's being gone to Surat, to take his 


Vinter quarters there, had ſet out in the heigth of the rains in the year 1194, 


and had paſled that difficult ſeaſon in that country, without it being known 
whether he intended in the ſequel to fight Genera] Godard, who was 
to beſiedge the fortreſs of Beſſi ( Baſſein), or whether he would turn his thoughts 
towards recovering Goaliar, from the hands of the Engliſh; or rather would 
think it better to make a diverſion againſt them, by invading the Provinces of 
of Atava and Corrah and Ilah abad. Some others however conjectured that 


he would turn his arms againſt the Engliſh troops about Gohud ,and eſpecially 


againſt that body commanded by Colonel Camac; who having taken his 


rout through the mountains in the height of the rainy ſeaſon, had inyaded the 


provinces of Malya and 8dgein, and made great progreſſes. Notwithſtanding 
all theſe, the Engliſh came to be tired of this warfare, both on account of the 
immenſity of the charges, and of the difficulty of ſubſiſting armies in ſuch coun- 
tries, where a dearth and a ſcarcity of proviſions, is always to be expected: for 


the Marhattas ſeldom fight, but only endearto our cut off an enemy from the 


— — 
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1 


ded by a parapet over which the plain below, is looked at the frightful depth of two or three hundred 
feet. The rock, which ſtands ſingle and inſulated, raiſes abruptly from the plain, and is every where cliffy, and 


| were not naturally ſo, is cut perpendicular with the chiſſel. Nor is there any way of approaching unſeen, that 


ſtrange fortification, but by a path hidden by the rock, which by a very difficult and very laborious aſcent riſes 
obliquely, until it lands you at the foot of a berme of thirty feet perpendicular; and it is over that berme that the 
wall itſelf riſes” at ten feet diſtance. The whole is built of an excellent kind of pink ſtone and with the magniſi- 


cent Palaces, and buildings within, it cuts a moſt * ſuperb appearance. Such Kinds of fortre ſſes aſter all are not 


uncommon in India; there may be ſeventy or eighty of them. Rhotas in Bengal, Affir and Do8let-abad in 


DecangFondavir and Condapilly in the Neighbourhood of Maſuli patam, Gandicotta and Gingi in the Carnateck, 
are all ol the ſame kind. However it muſt be obſerved here, that this very difficult and very dangerous piece 


of ſervi ice, Was performed by Captain Popham, an officer who acquired a great character in thoſe wars, and not 
by Captain Palmer, whe although a man of merit himſelf, happened ta be then upon a different command. 
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pecefſurie of life, as from grain and forage,” burning and bein | 


gvery village and eyery-heap of grain, whether it be their own or of the enemy s 


country, {a-as to ſurround him witha deſart, to all intents and urpoſes, The 
Engliſh marcover, were diſguſted wich this war, as there Na 15s at this very 
time fi igus of defection i in the Rada of Gohug; and this Gentoo Prince ſeemed 
tired of his new allies. I his diſcovery made them take their reſolut ion ſudden- 
ly; and leaving that Prince to higaſelf, they abandoned the ſortreſſes of Goaliar 
and Gobud, and expreſſed a diſpoſition. of coming to an accommodation with 
the Marbattas; nor was Scindia himſelf averſe to ſuch a meaſure: Reckoning ſuch 
an event to be a favour of proyidence, which came unexpectedly, he lackened 
the preparations for war, and abſtained from committing hoſtilities: a conduct 
which was imitated by the Englih Commanders themlclves, who returned to- 
wards Corrab and Canpore, and encamped within the frontiers of the. Province 
Ilah-abad, on che hopes of a treaty of peace and amity, which is wiſhed for 
by both parties. They abſtained therefore from hoſtilities on their ſide: hut peacg 
is not concluded yet; and we muſt ſee how. matters ſnall end. SY PEER 
Max while this ſuſpenſion was the cauſe of the Ranna's * gane in- 
cenſedagainſt him, for his having availed himſelf of che aſſiſtance ofthe Englilh, 
to ſnatch out of his hands che fortreſs of Goaliar, and for his baving | projected. 
to recover all the countries they detained from him, undertook to ruin and; 
demoliſn him totally: in ſo much chat at che time theſe lines were writing, he 
had ſo much reduced the Ranna, as to have recovered every ſpot and everx 
fortreſs out of his hands, ſave thoſe of Gohud and Goaliar, which his troops 
were actually blockading, : ſo that che Prince was reduced to extremities. We. 
mult, ſec how. matters are likely to end. Scindia poſſibly had then another 
project in his head: he had now in his camp a Prince who having given ſome 2 
trouble to the Governor, had been entirely driven out of his heriditary domini- 
ons by the Engliſh: this was Radja Cheyt-fing,Zemindar of Banarefs,who-ho- 
ped by. che Marhatta's protection and ſupport, to be one day reinſtated in his 
' damiaions 
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dominions. we ſhall alſo ſee what is likely to be the reſult of all his ende- 


your; and as to General Gadaed, nothing is heard of him, but news that 
da eee each other: if in proceſs of time ſome congruent intelligence ſhoul4 
come to hand, I hope, if I live, to write a full account of his expedition, as well 
as of that of General Coote's. As to the latter, it is certain: that after his departure 
for Mendradj,the Governor proved ſe zealous in his cauſe, that he reſolved to 
ſand to his ee n teen appointed army by land: through Catec, and 
Jagernaut, and Gandjam, and Sicacol. This army was put under the command 


long ſtanding between that power and Bengal, which had been renewed of late; 


governor had aſſembled from various parts, ſhewing an eagerneſ tor their de- 


lacs of Rupees, and a variety of rich preſents, as curious and coſtly jewels and 
precious ſtuffs. He had taken with him from Calcutta the Embaſſadors of 
Ehimnadji, nephew to- Ragodji-boſla, prince of the 'Breſſa, which Chimnadji 


was now commander in chief of the Niitharta forces actually in Catek; and 


ing that out of regard to the amity ſubliting between the two powers 


in —— ſhewn a e diſ _ took the ee es but * the fi- 


r 
7 : vo — — dn as. Sn. hte ** „ * * Laff os * 


(93) The Marhattas of Catec nad tergiverſed for ſometime i in . a 2 852 to thoſe troops; ſo that the 


Governor whO joias in his peyſon- courage of mind to auimal cout age, ſent them ordeis to gy on with their 
une, Wes 5 Marhatta 2 85 ag not, 


of Colonel Pearſe, Governor of che Citadel of Calcutta, a commander renown- - 
od, and a great Mathematician : he was fatisfied that the Marhattas of Catec 
would not form any oppoſition to fuch a paſſige, as there ſubſiſtod a peace of 


and{moreovertheir Embaſſador affirmed chat their waſter had nothing but friend- 
ly intentions for the Engliſh. Fhis much is certain that the rainy ſeaſon being on 
che point of ſetting in, and ths troops who were all picked men, which the 


. parture; he gave his laſt orders on that ſubje& (93) For further precaution, a 
Gentleman from amongſt the Engliſh, advanced fic: withthe ſum of three 


he ſet out for N Sigp8r with him. He had letters from the Governor, requeſt-.. 


no oppofition ſhould be made to their paſſage. Chimnadji. having 


„ | © miſhing. 
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niſhing of the negotiation to his father's pls who reſided at the great 
Nigp8r, his Capital. They ſay that the ambaſſador went thither, expoſed: 
his errand, but received for anſwer, © That it appeared from the uſage/of- 
« fered to-the ſovereigns of Bengal, and of late to the ſucceſſors of Shudjah- 
&« ed-d68lah, (uſage became notorious,) that there was no truſt to be repo- 
« {ed in the treaties and promiſes of the Engliſh : and he added, chat the 


* court of Naigp8r was in matters of war and peace bound by the Pleaſure 8 


« of the miniſtry of Poonah; and whatever party thoſe ſhould take, would 
& prove a rule by which the court of N aigp8r would be bound to abide : 
ce that as to affording paſſage to their people through the g reſſa, the 
«© matter Cid not depend upon us, added he, but upon the court of Poonah, 
© who have ordered us to oppoſe ſuch a paſſage, aud morever to put every 
« thing to fire and ſword in the provinces of Bengal and Bahar: which in- 
©« ſtructions we have not yet complied with, on account of the ſeveral pre- 
6 tences ſet up by us, for inſtance, ot the treaties ſubſiſting of old between the 
4 court of Naigper and the rulers of Bengal: let then the Ae remain 
*“ ſatisfied that we have not yet put theſe orders in execution.“ Such an 
« anſwer had nothing very encouraging; but the Governor who had his 
views, and is not a man to be intimidated, took care to ſend word, That as 
* the princes of Naigp8r had treaties of old ſtanding with the rulers of Ben- 
3 gal, he did not fee what could prevent their joining the Engliſh in the 
« preſent caſe, after receiving, as an earneſt, the preſent ſum of three lacs ; 
* nor what could hinder their joining the Engliſh troops going to the ſouth, 
** with a body of their own cavalry, who ſhould receive their pay regularly 


© every month? the more ſo,as this ſum of three lacs would be over-and-a- 


e boys the penſion due of old on account of the Cho8t.” This repreſenta- 


tion had its effect on Chimnad Ji who with his father” 8 conſent, accepted the pro- 

poſal, and anſwered that the caſe ſtanding as ſtated, they had no objections, provi- 

ded the Engliſh ſhould diſcharge;fully the ſum of one hundred andſſixty lacs ar- 
; Wes gears 


MVTANQERY n. 


_ rears due on that Ch68t, together Jn the intereſt due thereon : and ſhould 


that ſuch expreſſions and ſuch a tone of voice, ſavored much of an inimical diſpo- 
fion,declined the tender, and ſuſpended the departure of Col. Pearce's; and the 
Engliſh troops, as before, continued to watch every paſſage and every inlet 
that would afford the enemy an entrance into Bengal and Bahar: ' whilſt Chim- 
| nadji's troops are ſpread all over the Srefſa, upon their own frontiers, each 


party ſeemingly in ambuſcade againſt the other, and waiting only for an op- 


amity the ſupreme diſpoſer of events may have concealed under ſuch appear- 
ances of oppoſition, and hoſtility; and at what time it ſhall be his pleaſure to 
bring forth the fruits of union and concord. It has been ſince ſaid, chat the 
Court of Naigp8r having turned theſe negociations to it's advantages, had been 


payed the full arrears of the Chõgt, over and above the valuable preſents which 


they had already received; and that their very Agents and Vekeels at Calcutta, 
bad been honoured with preſents and enriched with eſtates (94). It muſt be 
'obſerved, however, that the Court of Niigp8r bore a cordial enmity to the Mi- 


old ſtanding (95); and the Governor having availed himſelf of thoſe diſcon- 


"ina The Gov-raor, not content with: paying d-wa ſome moaey to the Court of Naigp8r on acco 1 of the 
Iwo Corors and a half which were claimed upon the Ch62t or Penſion due by Bengal to Sxeſſa, (and this penſion is 


'thouſand of their Cavalry, who were to eſcort Colonel Pearce through the Srefſa, This laſt article rivetted the 
Martratta Priace's inclination ; and iter all, that Cavalry behaved ia an orderly manner, and proved of ſome uſe 
to the Colone!'s detachment, wer» it but by not moleſting his baggage and his convoys. As to the Vekil or 
Ambaſſador from Naigpsr, the Governor took with him the very ſame method, taken every day at Moor- 
ſhoodabad and elſe where by Suitors : theſe bribe the very Attorney employed by their adverſary This embaſ- 
fador was Beni-ram-pander, the Governor enr.ched him, won bin to his ſide, and made him 9 in 
winning his maſter's heart. 

( 95 ) Th:ſe pretentions of old * it were as follows: Madadji-Bhoſla, the feudatory Prince of the g roſſa, 
being 0: the elder brauch of the Radjpoot or Military family, which reigned at Satara, could not ſee without a 
tore eye that Baladji-rao; the founder of the Sucerdotal or Brahmanical family, which reſided at Ponah, at twe 
days journey of it, ſhould govern every thing throughout the whole Empire, under the modeſt title of Mae of 
mater nal uncle, and of Vous, or * and agent. | 


R tents, 


henceforward pay the future Ch68tregularly every month; aſter whichthey would 
find the Marhattas of N&igp8r diſpoſedto join cheir cauſe. The Governor finding 


portunity to fall upon him. We may poſſibly ſee what ſeeds of peace and 


niſters of Poonah, and to the Rulers of Decan, on account of pretentions of 


of twelve lacs a year} and with aſliſting the Marhatta Vekil or agent in obtaining a loan of fixteen lacs more in Cale 


cutta, that is, with becoming anſu e ahl / for the payment, (which in fact was never made by the Marhattas); the 
'Governor not ſatisſied with all that, threw another baitin the Marhatta's way: he took into his pay a body of two 
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tents, Chimnadſi had thought 55 to return to his father, acl to leave Co- 
lonel Pearce at full liberty to march at the head of a veteran army through the 
whole dreſla; from whence he continued his} journey thro' Gandjam and Sicacol, 
and Mendradj; where he effected a junction with General Coote. After which 
both thoſe Generals gave ſeveral battles to Haider-nic, but reaped ao other ad- 
vantage from them than that of clearing the environs of that fortreſs; for 
Hiider-nfic has remained undoubtedly, the maſter - of the whole pro- 
| vince of Arcat. We have learned ſince, that Colonel Pearce having got 
on board of a ſhip, was arrived at Calcutta, from whence he had taken 
with him the great ſums which the Governor had obtained as a loan from the 
principal men of his nation, and from the Bengalees. But he had bardly 
reached Mendradj, when General Coote himſelf returned to Calcutta, on 
account of ſickneſs: leaving however the Colonel and the army in that for- 
trols; where it is univerſally reported taat the dearneſs and ſcarcity of grain, 
nay, of every neceſſary of life, has riſen to ſuch a heighth,as to be paſt fuf- 
fering. But ſuch is the ſtrength and firmneſs of mind, which the Engliſh 


are poſleſſed of; and ſuch the wiſe if} poſitions made by the Governor in ſend- 
ing endleſily ſupplies of proviſions; that the guriſon has kept a firm foot - 


ing, notwitliſtanding the diſtreſs felt within; nor has the fortreſs of Men- 
Arad) been conquered in theſe three years time. God only knows what is to 
happen after this; but as our accounts do not reach farther, we intend 
40 continue thele ſheets, whenever we (hall have aft materials. 


Megan while we ſhall compliment out reader with ſome account of Muba- 

+ rec-ed-dv8lah, and of che Engliſh government and policy 3 in Bengal. This 
Prince is the fourth fon of Mir-djaafer- qhan, and i is now aged about twenty 
two years. He is a very civil young man, always ſpeaking i in a kind, friend- 
I manner to any that approach him : he ſeerhs particularly dif poſed to ſhew 

a regard to fuch perſons, whether men or women, as deſ-*nd from inuſtri- 
ous families; and is always ready to oblige them by word oc by action, or at 

5 leaſt 
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Faſt to compaſſionate their caſe. N Mk tender hearted, he liſtens with pa- 
tence to thoſe that are unfortunate or oppreſſed, and he is always diſpoſed 
to relieve them. But his time is not well diſtributed; and he is always diſ- 
folved i in all kinds of effeminating delices, and always immerſed in the plea- 
ſures of the table, or 1 in the company of dance women: this is his whole care, 
being perfectly indifferent to every thing elle, either in this world or in the 
other; his apathy being ſuch, that no man is the gladder for his friendſhip, 
nor the uneaſier or worſe for his averſion. The very leaſt of his lave-boys, 
or of thoſe of his father's, will make no difficulty to lay or do in his preſence, 
whatever comes upermoſt in his mind; nor do they pay any regard to the 
rules of ſerving modeſtly, or to thoſe of a reſpectful behaviour. His very li- 
berality is of a kin to the thoughtleſſneſs of his character: there being no- 
thing more common than to ſee him give away, where it is improper to 
give any thing at all; and to refuſe obſtinately, where it is proper to give. 
And here is an inſtance of this: the people of India have a fingular cuſtom 
in the rainy. ſealon: they make boats of paper or ſtraw, which being 
ſupported on bodies of plantain trees, and filled with lampions and 
lanthorns, are let loole upon the ſtream, where they make a pretty effect in 
2 ſtill night. After this they boil wheat with a quantity of milk and ſugar, 
and make a compoſition which they give away to the water-bearers, that they 
may pronounce a prayer over this fare, which they deem an offering to Qhadja- 


Wahre or EN Lord-green) (96)upon whom be peace! this offering which is of 
£2 | | Hindoo 


* 
LY 


3 = — — — nns . 
_ (96) What che Engliſ moſt. AE call in India . (and this is but an las or net in 5 
Pm” oi elſe but the Muſa or eus Paradifiace of the books: the natives call it X. li and Kala. Theſe boats are 


made of coloured paper, ſupported by a flight bamboo frame, juſt enough to ſhew the appearance of a boat; 2nd 
dhis i is ſupported by the body of ſame Kela tree, which although ſo. ſoft and juicy, as ta be cut. through with a imall 


Knife or even with'the nail, has the faculty of floating. The providing at leaſt one ſuch boat, and the launct:j ing 
, the ſame, is deemed ſo obligatory onal} the Bengalees, eſpecially the Mabometans, that the vely women, thoſe 


edaings immured the Whole yer round, are no mc re io be kept under controul, zt that ſeſtiv al: they ſally 
forth in droves, preceded by their boats and by drums and hautboys, and carry their boats to the water-fige, 
where they are r a variety of coloured fires. | There they laugch them, ogg, Ha 


* * 
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Hindoo origin, was heretofore P'S by that idiot of Seradj-ed-do8lah: an 
ignorant prince, who knew nothing of either religion or rite, and who in 
| | the pride of youth and wealth celebrated that feſtival with a deal of magni - 
| ficence and oftentation. | He aſſembled a great number of boats, ſome o 5 
| thzm big enough to carry a hundred men, and having filled them, with an 
1 | | infinity of lampions, and with gardens and parterres of all forts of cranſpa- 
| EY rent fires, he let them looſe on the river, whilſt the ſhores were, as well as the - 
water, illuminated by an infiaity of fires of various colours: a fight at which 


he ſeemed exceedingly delighted. Such a whim did not fail to be continued 
| by his ſucceſſors, who took care to look upon it as an yearley inſtitution, and 
a law inviolable and ſacred: and of courſe Mubarrec-eddo3lah bimielf could 
not fail to adopt ſo wiſe, ſo uſeful an iaftitution, although he is not poſſeſſed 
| of the thouſandth part of Seradj- eddo8lah's wealth; and his ſervants and officers, 
1 as well as men of the —.— rank, ſuffer, and go to wreck or want of their ſala- 


e 
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the ſhare ſome ſliced Ginger, ſome raw-rice, and ſome i fruits; and having tried two or three times Abacha 
Qbyayr (Lord Verdant or green), the piece of devotian is performed, and they retire to their homes. This feſti- 
val happens about the middlo of September and this is the way of celebrating te ſame amongſt the Mahomes+ 
tans (uf Bengal), who cannot give any account of either the origin or intent of ſuch an inſtitution. The Gentoos 


of Beng l celebrate it likewiſe, hut it is by a rigorous faſt of three days, where the moſt delicate take only ſome 
fruit aud water. At the end of that faſt they come in crowds to the River · ſide, bathe deyoutly, ſhift their clothes, 
and leave on the ſhore ſome fliced Ginger, &c. &c. being the treſh produRions of the land, after the innondation 
of Auguſt, an innondation which would d-ſtroy the rice, ſalthough the latter cannot grow but in? water, } were it 
to laſt more than a few days. This in the Gentoos ſeems to be a religious ceremony, to thank the author of all 
plenty, for the fruitfulneſs of the earth, for the critical diſappearance of the waters, and for the ſubſcquent crop of 
rice, which they had left free, but which however is moſtly reaped in boats. It is obſervable that neither Gen- 
toos nor Muſulmen can give an account of this feſtival: but whoever reflects tht it looks exactiy like the feſti- 
val of lauthorus in China (feſtival of which the Chineſe can give no rational account neither :) whoever remem- 
bers that this feſtival which the author attributes to Seradj-ed-doFlah/who only adopted it / is very antient in Ben- 
gal /and only in Bengal, excluſively of al. India} and recollects alſo that inoculation and filk-worms, which are ſe 
common all over China, are to be ſeen only in Bengal (and no where all over India} a country once conquered by 
the Chineſe about a thouſand years ago, who knew it under the'name of Mandji, a name by which all boatmeñ 
are known to this day all over Bengal: whoever perpends all thoſe ſcattered branches of knowledge, will not 
de at a loſs to gueſs whence came the three inſtitutions of inoculation, ſilk-worrms and the lanthorn feaſt. Add 
fo this a fourth: the Chineſe have alſo left in Bengal their very method of conſtrufting boats: for whereas the 
Fropeans with all India, ſet firſt the keel and timbers, and then cover tke whole with the ſkin, that is, with 
_ Phe hoards; the Pengelees firſt of all make up the frame and 1 2 ol the boat with boards and finiſh NY 
and th-n only put in the ribs, beams, &c. Rc. ' 


dia qhydyr, /or the Lord Verdant/' is the name under which the propher ly dromed by the abe 
tetans, is 7 all over the Eaſt. 
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2 and leres for want of the very neceſſaries of life, Nereithelefsy 


money, and plenty too, is found and ſquandered : away for ſuch idle, ſenſeleſs 
expences ; and ſo addicted is he to that childiſh ſhew,that he overſees it him- 
0 ſelf, and makes notbing of ſpending upon i it ten or fifteen thouſand rupees a 
year. In this, as in every other matter, his ignorance and neglect are ſo no- 
| toriouſly known, chat one half of that ſum i is embezzled by the infidelity of 
his people, and only the other half ſpent in that and the like childiſh paſ- 
| times; and although religion invites to ocher expences, and every one of his 
dependants ſuffer real ditreſſes for want of being paid their ſalaries, yet he 
lets apart another ſum of re or fix thouſand rupees for performing the rites 
of che Dirxuy (97); which is a feſtival of Gentoo iaſtitution; the principal 
nie of which is this, that e fend to each other for their children, a um- 


ber of ſimulachtes, made of clay or ſugar, or of a compoſition-of ſugar and 
meal, which is caſt in imitation of men and beaſts, ſo as to repreſent a variety 
of actions and pottures, They are to be found ready made in the ſhops. 


As for the Hgsli (98) itſelk, it is again a feſtival of Hindoo iallitution, bur 
| 1440 fo faced amongſt our delicate grandees, ar and ſo very obligatory, that 
they. never fail to ſpend a deal of money in dancers, and ſuch kind of ſpec- 


tacles, and. eſpecially i in making preſents to lo v people, who at ſuch a parti. 
cular time are in poſſeſſion of acknowledging thoſ⸗ favours by the liberty 
of g giving to the donors, as well as to each other a great deal of abuſive and 
ſhameful language, and chat too not in obſcure terms, bu: in che bron det and 
coaiſeſt. language, and by naming every thing by its proper term, without 
any 1 to rank, ſtation, or Ser (99)- In one of theſe H8! lies I bap- 

5 1 OR ods Lad 
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( 555 The Divalee; in which 41 kinds af games, ſuch as hazard, dice, xc. &c. ar: permitted, toll to be 


a wiſe inſtitution » the legiſlator unable to reſtrain altogether the MP to gambling, hut it up, within 
thole ti ee d ys of the Divalee. 


n 


(38) The ESU has been deſcribed more than once. at at the notes 65 and 227 of the firſt Volume. 


( 99 ) Should we obſerve that in the H81i people diſguiſe theraſelves, throw duſt at each other, and that the 
Politeſt people ſyringe colored waters at each other's faces and clothes; that ſervants are then allowed to do or 
ay. what they pleaſcy and that nothing is more common than to ſee them, and eſpecially tlie Chairmen carry 

3s, Foy | * * 9 | * | pon. 
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pened to be at M8:h8dabad, when Mybarec-ed-do8lah was circumciſing 
his children : a ceremony in which he ſpent thirty. ſeven thouſand rupees ia 
clothes and preſents to his flave- girls, to his favorite women, to his principal 
eunuchs, and to thoſe of his mother, Babboo-begum : and allthis, whillt the 
ſcreams and complaints of his creditors were rending the air. It was remark- 
ed chat amongſt all choſe he ſo complimented, he had been ſedulous in diſtin 
gviſhing one Saadet mend - chan, overſeer of the houſchold of that princeſs: 
he received a rich paleky, an aigrette, and a ſerpuch or circlet, all of jewel- 
work, lth a rich jewel called calghy, a chaplet of pearls, and ſeveral other 


articles; to the great wonder of every one, who-could not underſtand what 
buſineſs an cunuch could poſhbly have in ſuch feaſts as theſe about a 
circumciſion ; nor what ſuch mighty ſervices (100) he could have performed, 
tat ſhould intitle him to ſuch high favours, and to ſo much diflinfion. But 
this is not che only thoughtlefs expence of Mubarec-ed-d68lah's : . there are 


many more, and more indeed than can be numbered, ſhould we take into 
ahe account the liigh lalaries payed to a number of fingers and dancers, to 
whoſe abilities as much reſpe& and regard us ſhewn to day, as was ever pay- 
ed in times af yore 0 men of learning and of warth, by the former Soxe- 
reigns and Emperors of Hindoſtan, But no wonder in that, ſiner Mubaree- 
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upon their mhoulders in burleſque pomp, and much laughable ceremony, an old man with 1! the inſignia of 
grandeur aud ſovereignty, rendered ridiculous and extravagant; we ſhould be apt to think t at this feftivel hu 
paſſed from the Indians to the Perſtans and Lydiaus (which two nations appear to have had but one language aud 


on⸗ Religion,) and ſrom the latter to the Tuſcang, aud at laſtito the Romans, wheſe Sνju nced uo deſcrip- 


((100) "Hat? the author been more prying and inquiſitive, or poſſibly leſs impreſſed with an idea of the gravity 
of his hiſtory, he would have eaſily learned hat mighty ſervices ſtout Eunuohs can rendat io immured Ladies 
although indeed it was improqer to publiſh them to the world by confering ſo much extra- diſtinction on the 
performers: It is certain that Indian Eunuchs, although totally and compleatly ſo, contrive to afford a variety 
of conſolations to ſequeſtrated ladies; and as certain that Indian Ladies come iu time to a«quire ſuch a reliſh for 
ſuchkiuds.· of intimacies, that they conce ive a diſrelih to all other modes. This is ſo far u ue, that we have ſeen 
Kbag-Bba „ the famous "Miſtreſs of Nevaziſi mahmed-ghan, continue to lie thirty years te gether with ooe 
Eunuch, with whom. ſhe had. contracted an ivtumacy during her lord's ife time. And there are to this day at Luc- 
now two pretty liſters, who have agreed to ſhare amongſt th-mſely:s the perſon of a young Eunuch, ou whonr 
they had caſt their eyes, whilſt they were yet in. Shp4jah-edd63lah's-$eragho. Some young women 'who;ſaw 
them at a wedding, having rallied the Siſters on the oddity of their taſtes, and even cracked a luſcious dop'le- 
entendre on their connection, were at once filenc-d hy a formidable anſwer; eq ly ingenious and free, which 
made agicat effect on the. companv, hut which Engliſh paper would.nothear. © 
ed-doglah 


— 


$87. | i | 
ed döglah himſelf is become one of them, at leaſt, he is a ſcholar to "OR of 


| thoſe dancers and fingers (101). Juſtly at chat time there arriyed at M8t- 
ſngdabad one of thoſe dancers and ſtory tellers: he was ſon of one Sheriff-qhan, : 
a famous ſtory-teller and dancer, who had been ſuperintendant of the people 


of that profeſuon, in the ſervice of Ali-dja-mir-caſem-quan: ſuch was the 
pedigree of that mighty perſonnage. Immediate] y a houſe was proviced for him, 
as if he had been ſome man of importance; a high ſalary was aſſigned for his 
| Expences, and a rich Perſian Gabre (102), which doubtleſs had colt no leſs 
9 chan a large ſum of money, was preſented to him, together wich a couple of ſhawls 
| fit for a prince; without reckoning ſome other rich preſents; and he was held in 
as much honour and eſtimation, as any of the nobility, and indeed in a great 
deal more, being exceedingly careſſed and courted. Ez 

So much bad exam ple has had no influence on TY mother, Babboo- begum; 
and chat Princels akbough originally a dancer berſelf, and of a dancing fax 
mily, is by no means intoxicated with the fumes of elevation and wealth. On 
the Contrary : : it is remarkable that ſhe never ſpeaks to women of diſtiaction, 
but with modetly and deference; z and that ſenſible of the ad vantages, which 
nabilty and high deſcens are poſſeſſed of above che other ranks in life, ſhe 
makes ta point to ſhewtoperſons of chat delgription every m ack of diſtinction add 
honour in her power. If, to choſe valuable qualificatioas be added the. high 
rega d, and tender gratitude, ſhe conTunily pays to thoſe ct her on family, 


and the attention the conftantly ſhaws to all her ine whatever, and even 


— 
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toi) (Dancing and-finging is an accompliſhment all over Perſia and Turky amongſt Ladies and! in Turky, 
performing upon ſome inſtrumeut. A woman who ſhould, have ao fill in at 1 aft ye of them, Would bg. 
deemed ill educate, and clownſh. In India both dancing and ſinging are intirely confine l to proſeſllonal wo- 
men, wh'ch a thoughnot always s proſtitutes, are however renuted ſuch. bei ag eqn. iy called to perform in Come 
panies af mee, as .wellas.in thoſe of. women This 15 the caſi both in India and Perfia with regard to womens 
dancers; but in Turky they haye the mis fortune ty admit among ſt men none but dancing boys. It rail be ob- 
ſer vd here that although aging and, performing andgfancing are repute accompliſhments both in Perſia and 


Torky, it is only for women, for amongſt mens e would be W e * , ſame io In: 
. 


(L(eez/ Tharp are plain kern 


* 


1 n 527% 
58 to | 
_ any perlon ſhe remembers to have once known, to all hom fhe ĩs exceed. 


inoly + .complaifant arid generous; che whole of fuch 2 character will oem 


very amiable perlen. 5 | * ä e 


loc may be ald Hkewila, i in praiſe of Nrenny⸗ begum, OE wo 
the young Navvab, It is obſervable; that although ſhe was once à dependant 


of Babboo- begum's, and a flave Zirl to chat Princeſs's mother, v introduced 
her to Mir. djaſfer-qhan's bed get ſne enjoys a pre-erninence, ard x priority in 
that office, over that Prince herſelf, who was known to that general But after. 
wards. She is a woman of much ſenſe and ſpirit, but havghty and over 
beating; although at the ſame time, ſhe proves fo ffeady and ſtiff, i in ſupport· 
ing, and protecting her officers and friends, that ſhe cannot be brought to 
diſmiſs any one ſhe has taken into her ſervice; unleſs indeed he be guilty” 
of ſome enormous miſdemeanor: her conduct in other reſpects is always regu- 
lar, a. ad her liberalities always rational. I remember on that ſubyet, an anec- 
dote that does her a great deal of honour: I was juſt landed at MS$iſh8abad, 
when ithappened that one of the women attached to the ſervice of the Princeſſes 
her daughters, ſtopped ſhort in the preparatives ſhe was making to marry an 
only child. On notice of this failure, Menny-begum ſent her immediately 
ſeventy or eiche Mohurs (103) with a quantity of neceſſaries; and it is in the 
lice manner ſhe has raiſed Itbar-aaly- qhan, an Eunuch, from the loweſt diſtreſs 
to the height of affluence and power; and has likewiſe conferred riches and 
{favours upon Hekim-aſkery, her body Phyſician, without ſeemingly intending 
to lay him under any obligation: nor are theſe inſtances of generoſity few in 
number: indeed there are ſo many of them, that it is become a ſtanding obſer- 
vation, that whoever has been ſo lucky as to get into her ſervice, is ſure to : 
bas e found a true receipt for the philoſophical ſtone. Such a man has from 
that moment turned his back for ever from the door of the avaricious, and he i is 
ſorever ſecured againſt the unſeeling look of the hard hearted. I's to ro Wile 2 
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qualifications, he could add ſome el of temper, and ſome condeſcend- 


ence in her behaviour; and would ſhe place at the head of her affairs a wiſe 
man, by whoſe counſels ſhe could conſent to be adviſed; ſhe would indeed 
prove an incomparable woman. | 
As thole two princeſſes of whom we ds juſt Cake, have had 1 
intimacies, and ſimilar connections wich Mahmed-reza-qhan, bis name cord 
naturally after their's. This nobleman of whom mention has been more thin 
once in thele ſheets, has a very ſingular character: although well ſtricken in 
years, and as ſuch, ſuppoſed to have ſeen much of the world, nevertheleſs he 
is blunt and thoughtleſs : nor does he in his words pay a ſufficient atttention 
to what he is about, or to thoſe that over hear him; and on the other hand, 
he does not ſeem to have right notions about truth and falſchood ; nor does 
he ſeem very ſenſible of the different conſequents which they never fail to 
produce. As to his nn they ſay that ſome years ago, when he had the 
abſolute direction of the Revenue - oſſice, as well as of every thing elle in 
Bengal, he ſhewed the utmoſt diſregard to every matter of chaſtity and d eco- 
rum; till leſs did he know the value of men, of learning, and merit. Unmind- 
full of his own rank, although ſo full of himſelf, he paſſes much of his time 
in playing at cards and dice, and makes nothing, when in Company, of talk- 
ing much, and in relating during whole hours together ſtories which he 
has picked up in antient times and books, without once. minding the 
ignorance and unadequateneſs of his audience. It is fingular that whilſt 
he propoſes his own. {elf for pattern to his children, he lives mean while 
like a thorough. ſpend - chrift: and although he is provided with an ample eſ- 
tate (104) and many other emoluments, he manages ſo well by being always 
buſy in building, and perpetually adding to his houſes and places, (of which 
he has already too many, ) chat he contrives to be conſtantly in debt, and eter- 


nally borrowing : a management that keeps him always needy, and always 
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his prodigalities; he is ever ready to ſnap at whatever he canhook-in; eiter by 
borrowing or otherwiſe; and above all cartleſs and unmindfol of the neteſſity of pay. 
ment. Hence we ſee him eternally dunned by his creditors” It is. in this 
manner he has provided to himiſelf à ball character; and hie is becom à ſtand- 
ing ſtock for the curſes ald imprecations'of mankind! His cldren, in ĩmĩ · 
ration of cheir facher's pride, thitik themiſelves equal or even ſuperior in rank, 
to every one, and alſo better; nor do'they chink it conſonant to their exalted 
Fink to ſpeal to men of difliitivir and high pedigrees, with that modeſty an d 
chat defferetice which is agreed to in good companies; nor do they ſeem to 
be ſcrupulous i in matters of decorum. But what is ſingular, theſe two hope- 
ful ſons of his, although actually ſuffering from ſcarcity of money and ſtraight- 
neſs of influence, are no leſs proud and hanghty-in their behaviour; indeed 
they are haughty to an exceſs. Their whole houſthold- does not conſiſt of 
more than a hundred people of all ſorts, nor can they afford to go abroad 
Vith more than thirty or forty; and even theſe, for want of being payed 


"their artears, paſs their time in ſuffering famine and in ſobing. It is in 
the middle of ſuch a court of fimith:4 wrerches, that thoſe hopeful no- 
blemen firmly believe themſelves equal to Aſſef-· dia: (io g3j) and have ſuch high 
notions of themſelves, that they think it A ſin to bow the head of modeſty and ci- 
vility to any man, N 106) or to go to viſit any one; and although he ſhould be of 
an illuſtrious ſamily, they think it a reſlectionupon themſelves; whilſtat the ſame 
time, the ſmallneſs of their means and income is ſuch; that they have not one 
| gentleman to attend them, and to Keep them company: hence they are de- 
firous of ee K their houſes frequented; and this i is ſo far true, that when- 
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| (105 „ Aſlef. ja, alas Nizam-el- Fg pollellag all the tick countries s tht extend from the river Nerbeda to 
; . Cap Comorin, had an income of ten millions Rerling; 204 this j ma. country where Fog is live or fx tunes 
Cheaper than in England 
(ros) The Indian ſalute copfits in putting che Angers and palm of the Abl hand bung er kh that of the 
let Which'is referved for uſes of cleunti nefg to the {orehend; fo as to croſs it vertically inclining the body ac 
he ſame time; and there are many niceties in making ſuch a ſalute, and many more in returning it, or a5 0 
| 685 Ladian n in taking up. 
ever 
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Ser any one chances to fall in their hands, they ley hold or him; and de- 


© tain him ſo long by prolonging the converſation, | that he is ready to loſe his 
temper. Wich all this, they will not ſuffer any one to ſmoke his Hocca (107) | 


in their preſenee, nor to caſe. his legs by, (108), altering his ref] pectful poſture: 
on all cheſe accounts the ſew that frequent heir hauſes are diſcontented ; 3 but 
| =n-mawof id hiſt go ths ut Fs 231.04 f 

Ir is not fo with Mahmed- ne A deter to „Ned 
| qhan che is a benevolent, learned man, and am able Phyſician.z and his, * 
NMahmed-zeky-qhan, who has eſpouled one of Mahmed-reza-qhan's, daugh- 


ers, is a young man, well · bred, and of a good diſpoſition, as well as capable 


of holding a converſation with men of ſenſe and abilities. Bend · aly-· qhan, 
ſon ta the Phyſician Aly-nacky-qhan, and of courſe, Couſin to Mahmed-reza- 
qhan, to whom he has been further allied of late by marrying his daughter, 
is a young man, who akhough very much of the ſame. temper and diſpoſition 
with the young men of Hindoſtan, is not void of ſome good qualities; nor 
does he aſſume ſuch lofty airs, as do moſt perſons of that family. He is fond of che 
company of Gentlemen, and lives upon goo terms with them. As to che o- 
cher perſons and dependants of that family, they all copy their maſter, and 
ſeem perfect ſtrangers to the fear of God, as well as: quite indifferent to the 
acquiſition of a good character. And now after having miſapplied ſome of 
our time in giving an Idea of the man ſet-up by the Engliſh at the head of 


theſe countries, it becomes highly proper to atone for that excurſion, by ſay- 


ing at thing ba the fem cth themſelves, uo bro eons India 6 
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{197 } The Hocca or as the 3 call it, the Hoocaw, has been meutioned more than once, Look at the 
remark 1129, vol. 2d and page 686. Vol. firſt, ſecond pat. | | n 


{108} The reſpectful poſture from Conſtantinople to Tebet, when fiting, is to kneel down, and to bend 
- Hoth legs under one's ſelf, ſo as that they ſhould touch the ground, and then to lean the hams upon them, ſo as 
that the ſoles of the feet ſhould be turned upwards, This poſture, which is ſo very painful to an European, is 
become fo very eaſy to the orientals, thas they will fit ſeveral hours without ſuffering any incommodity om it. 


The familiar poſture is to ſit ſo, as that the legs ſhould croſs each other under the hams, which behind are lean» 
ang on the — This latter a nen or four corners: che other ws called Do-Zars. or 
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TE word Company f fi enifies i in Engliſh an aſſembly of ſome men; and on 
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chat account even amongſt Military men, a certain number of Soldiers, is cal- 
| led a Company. And formerly a hundred Muſqueteers conſtituted a Com- 
pany; but now only leventy-five form a Company ; whoſe chief man is called 
a Sobahdar. The commander of twenty, is a Djematdar, or a Niic ; of ten or 
twelve, a Havaleh-dar; and of fix, an Amaldar; ten Sobadars wich their men 
form a Paltan (109); and the commander of theſe ten Sobadars is called a 
| g Comidan (commandant); but every Pakan withit's men and officers is under 
the orders of an Engliſh Capitain, who has the power of conſirining, diſmiſſing, 
and appointing the officers, as well as of bringing others in their ſtead; of diſ- 
ciplining the men, and ot giving them theit pay, wich a Turbant, a Coat, and 
à Saſh or girdle; of repairing their arms, of examining them; and of giving 
them new ones: all that is in the Capitain's office, who in the command of 
this fingle Paltanz has many benefits, which amount to a good Djaghir or land- 
ed eſtate : (1 10) ſo that whenever a commander is inclined to oblige a Capi- 
tain, he gives him a Paltan, elſe, the officer remains wich his particular pay, as a 
ſimple Capitain (111), and waits for the moment of being appointed to ſach "I 
command. As to thoſe European warriors that coine from their country, if 


they bevile and low born, they are firſt turned into Soldiers, to be afterwards 


advanced to the office of Sergeants ; now a Sergeant has a command in diſci- 


plining the men, and in keeping them in order. But amongſt their Gentle- 
men and men of the better ſort, the ficſt rank is that of Enfign, which word 
is to be written with the AF ſurmounted by a Keſra, as is the ſin by a. ferah 
quieſcent. Aſter that, they become Loftunun's, and after chat, Capitains. The 

next rank, is that of Major: the next aſter it, is that of Cornal: after whicli 


comes that of N (General); which 1 15 the higheſt rank to which 1 81 
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* i 1% This word is a corruption of the Engliſh one Plattoon, which comes from the French Pelorton, cluſters 


( 110 To about twa thouſand Rupees per month and ſome ſay, te the double. 


( xt1 } The pay of a Capitain of Infantry in the field is above three hundred halfcrowas ; and ſome that are | 
ia office, have a great deal more. 
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men can „ to. The gentlemen {ikewiſe other than the Military, who are 


in high offices and employments, have amongſt themſelves degrees of ſervice 
and rank, which have not come minutely to my knowledge : : but the whole 
of them collectively are called Carranis (107). The ranks and degrees of both 
corps are reckonned by ſeniority of time, and by priority of rank; ſo that who 


— 


ever has got ſooneſt into the ſervice, has an advance upon the others ; and 
whoever has got into it lateſt, is later in ſtation and preferment likewiſe ; 


and thus they follow each other in order ; nor can a junior ſervant pretend 
io the preferment of a ſenior, unleſs ſome link ſhould happen to get 
looſe from the chain; and this cannot be the caſe, but only by a demiſe, by re- 


ſignation of the ſervice, or by a diſmiſſion for ſome fault or miidemeanor. In 


this manner, {o ſoon as this one is got out of the chain, the others follow of 
courſe, and advance by one degree in their reſpective claſſes, without needing 


any intreaty of application for that purpoſe; and if three or four happen to go 


out at a time, by ſo many degrees do their juniors become at once advanced: 
| fo that 1t is poſſible that in the military line, for inſtance, a Lofionun(lieutenan) 
, without becoming a Capitain, may, as well as a Major, become at once a Colonel; 
and this barely by the departure of his ſenior: it is the lame in the corps, called 
of writers. The Company itſelf, that body which now under the name of Divan 
of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and greſſa, poſſeſſes in fact the fovercignty 
and dominions of thoſe countries, as well as that of moſt of the eoaſts and port- 
: towns of India, is compoſed of a number of rich and creditable Engliſhmen, 
of the country of England, inhabitants of the city of London, which is the 
Capital ofthe Engliſh Kings. Theſe in the beginning were a number of weal- 
thy Merchants, who having got themſelves authorized by the Council of their 


s country, and by the miniſters of their Kings commenced trading and mer- 
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107 The author takes this word to be Engliſh for - Writers or Clerks. Carran is an Arabick- - word, but uſed 
only at the Malabar Coaſt; and it is fingular that cur author ſhould know any tung of it. However it. is 
Known in Calcutta under that ſignification, although all over Hindoſtan the bave no other word for that pro- 
- foſgon, but tha of N. viſendeb, which is Perſian, and chat of Mekrir, which is ACK 
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*handizing in the kingdoms of Hindoſtan; * chey ſoon became know- 
ing and intelligent in chat branch of trade, they kept it going on by admitting 
from year io ycar into their body their on children and heit; or any one ele 
that would apply. Theſe laſt alſo became Company, which they are to this 
day; and chey went on trading and co mmetrcing, until the throne of Bengal 
chanced to be occupied by Seradj-edd&8lah :andas that Prince's able govern- 
ment, and military talents, and political qualifications happened to be inherit- 
ed to the full by bis ſucceſſor and kinſman, Mir-djaaffer-qhan,and by his minil - 
ter, Radja D818b-ram ; there is nothing ſtrange in thoſe Merchants hav- 
ving found the means of becoming -maſters of this country; and nothing fo 
wonderful in their having in the ſequel availed themſelves of the imbecili- 
ty of ſome Hindoſtany Sovereigns, equally proud and ignorant, to turn Con: 


querors, and to riſe to ſuch a pitch of ſtrength and influence, as to become in 
chat vaſt region a preponderant power, that outweighs and overawes all the So- 
vereigns of India. They are ſo powerful even in Europe, that the Sovereigns 
of that nation, whom theſe people call King, although abſolute in his commands, 
cannot give them an order, without the advice and conſent of his Council, 
aindthat of the nation: and if he ſhould venture ſo far, the order would not paſs 

the ſcals, and would remain unexecuted. p 
Tux members of his Council are Omrahs, or great Shad that land; but 
the Council of the nation is compoſed of a number of perſons, which the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of every city and town of that land, have choſen amongſt 
themſelves, ſome one, and ſome two, and whoſe attachment and knowledge 
they have approved: ſo that thoſe choſen men are entruſted with the concerns 
of the whole, and become the Advocates and Attornies of thoſe by whom they 
are ſent. All theſe aſſemble in the capital, where they immediately turn their 
Attention towards the public accounts; and then occafionally examine whate- 
ver buſineſs happens to offer, or whatever is propoſed by the Sovereign, and 
bis Council, as objects likely in their opinion to EE titel to them- 
ſelves, 


tl 
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ſelves, to the ſenders, and to the people i in general: they weigh and examine it 


carefully amongſt themſelves; and when it has been approved by them, it is 
from that moment willingly admitted and obeyed, as law, by all the inhabitants 
of the land ; and in ſuch a manner, that whatever thoſe Attornies have approv- 
ed of as beneficial, and intimated accordingly to the ſenders, is immediately 


put in execution by them with all cheir might, and all their heart; nor is there 
an inſtance of their having ever covered themſelves with any excuſe or 


pretence whatever. An admirable inſtitution this“ extremely uſeful and 
beneficial; and an excellent rule which theſe people have contrived for 


themſelves! It is ſo capable, ſo productive of order ! Here in India 


as well as in England, theſe people are guided by thoſe inſtitutions, and 
keep them amongſt themſelves ; but only amongſt themſelves ; for as yet in 
what concerns the welfare of the people of theſe countries, and in all revenue 
matters, relative to theſe provinces, they truſt to what rules and conſtitutions 
they have heard of here, and co whatever inſtructions they may have received 

from Mootſuddies, (111), and officers of their o Vn appointing. Theſe they 

have already committed to their books, and they have made of them fo ntany 
rules to diſtinguiſh right from wrong; but the reaſon why ſuch a cuſtom has 
been inſtituted, and what might be it's cauſe and ground, theſe are matters 
which, they never diſcover themſelves, nor ever aſk of others; or if they 
comprehend any thing in them, they willingly counterteir ignorance, without 
any one's being able to gueſs what they mean by counterfeiting that ignorance. 
In ſhort, asthe gates of communication and intercourſe are ſhut up betwixt the 
men of this land ard thoſe ſtrangers, who are become their maſters; and theſe 
latter con ſtantly expreſs an averſion to the Society of Indians, and à diſdain a- 
gainſt conderſing with them: hence both parties remain ignorant of each o- 
ther's-ſtare and circumſtances. It is true that a ſmall number indeed of na- 
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tives are ĩn the ſervice of the members of the Committee, and of the coller.. 


tors of the ſix diſtricts ; but theſe are not ſuch a ſort of men as can expoſe their 
own requeſts, or repreſent what may conduce to the welfare and caſe of the 
fubject: ſtill leſs are they capable to point out ſuch regulations 28 might con- 
duce to the proſperity of the land, and of it's inhabitants; and on the other 
hand, “ not one of the Engliſh Gentlemen ſbetus any inclination or any reliſh for the 
00 company of the Gentlemen of this country, or from liſtening to the converſu- 
„ tion, or to the Aories of the' natives : although nothing, but. converſation, * 
« Jikely to put it in the power of ſome virtuous well diſpoſed man, to learn what | 
* aches theſe poor natives, and what might give them relief ; and' nothing but 
* intercourſe world enable Bim 10 tranſmit | ſuch uſeful hints to Government 
* as might conduce to the welfare of the diftreſſed inhabitants of this-land.” It 
is therefore with a view to promote ſo: deſirable an end, that we have attempt - 
ed in the following ſheets to ſhew how managed the antient Sovereigns of this 
country, thoſe Princes ſo renowned for the equity of their Government; and 
what object they kad in view; whenever they ſet-up ſuch and ſuch. practice, 
and ſuch and fuch: cuſtomꝰ: whit ad vantage they intended by each of them, | 
and what benefit they had in fad received : we ſhall point out likewiſe what 
their late ſucceſſors intend by certain inſtitutions and. rules of their own, ſet up 
of late under pretence of putting, the antient ones in force; and how. theſe have 
diſguiſed their own intentions in the eyes of the public, by maſking their inten- 
tions. All thoſe matters are expoſed here to the Beſt of our abiluies and pow 
er: ſo that with a. little attention one might opt ain in theſe Lumble leaves a- 
full knowledge on choſe unknown or miſunderitood.ſubje&ts.. This at leaſt is 
our aim and intention; and we hope that with the aſſiſtance. of the Sovereign 
beſtower of "graces, good ſhall.at ſome future period ſucceed evil, and that the 
afflicted people of God, ſhall at laſt find pity in, the heart of their rulers, and 
come to enjoy ſome relief from. their ſufferings: In compliance, therefore, 
with the ſentence of the holy writ, that whoever indices others 10 good, pro- | 


motes his own-welfare, we ſhall endeavour to point out. the right way : __- 


| may God grant that. y we may al! ſce it! Amen. 
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CONTENTS OF THE FOURTEENTH SECTION; 


Being the & ixth and laſt of the Second Volume 


OF THE 


HISTORY OF INDIA. 


- 


The Author accounts for the peculiar charafer of the Indians, from the 
peculiarities of the ſoil, — Indian Princes love their ſu hjetts, as fond parents 
do their children: On the contrary, the Engliſh hate the natives of 
India, and diſdain their company. Twelve cauſes aſſigned for the diminution 
of revenue and population all over Bengal: —The firſt, that the Engliſh 
are aliens, —The ſecond is, their ignorance of the cuſtoms and uſages of 
the country. Account of thoſe uſages. — A Daroga of Audaul;t-office. — A Caxi: 
bis laft office greatly abuſed now, —A Sudr-el-S8 487. ZGrerntr Haſtings, 
informed in time, reſcues an infinity of families from the oppreſfions of the 
aBual Sadr.—Fervent prayer of the Author's.—The Daroga of the Audaulet, 
another civil judge, whoſe office is ſhockingly abuſed at this day.—The Em- 
perors and Rulers of Hindeſtan think it their duty to fit as ſupreme judges. 
Warning given to the Princes of Hindoſtan by the Author. —Unſociable- 
70 and inacceſſiblene/s of the Engliſh, another great defect of their govern- 
A ment. 
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ment, —The Mobtth, or Clerk of the Market.—The Vacha Naviſs, and | 
Sevana-Neviſs.—The Emperor, by. the means of the poſt, minutely in- 
formed every day of what happens in the remoteſt parts of the Empire, 
—T wo ſingular notes in the hand of the Emperor Aorenzib's.—The Fodi- 
dars, military commandants in ſome fortreſſes and ſome difficult countries,— 
An infinity of perſons in each pr ovince dependent immediately on the Em- 
peror, and not on the reſpective Viceroys.—Extents of duties expected from 
Fodjdars.— Happy conditions of Indians under their native Princes, and 
latteri, under Aaly-verdy-qban.—Third reaſon or cauſe, the Zemindars too 
looſe, and too. unreſtrained, under the Engliſh government. —The Fodjaar's 
| office, as it is exerciſed now, is become one of the main grievances of the 
natives, — Fourth cauſe, this country bavnig no apparent maſter, lies under 
all the diſadvantages of a houſe untenanted.— Men of confeſſed ſuperior 
abilities eternally thwarted by majorities ſent from home, —Fifth cauſe, the 
ſubordinate rulers do not ftay long enough in their employs. —Benignity and 
tenderneſs of the Indian Emperors ta the conguered—T be natural inſociable- 
neſs of the Engliſh, as well as the inacceſſibleneſs of their rulers, pro- 
duces the firſt cauſe of the deelenſion of theſe countries.—The ſecond is, the 
difference of language, manners, and way of life.—The third is, the endleſs 
variations and mutations in poſts of truſt and importance. —Slotungſs of 
proceedings in the Supreme Conncil, is the fourth. — Differences in giving 
audience between the benignity and condeſcenſion of ibe antient native 
rulers, and the ſuperciliogſneſs, and roughneſs of the prgſent ones, is the 
Ffth.—The fixth is, the rapactty of the Engliſh, who engroſs all the trade 
of the country; very different in that from their native Princes, who left 
all thoſe livelihoods to the ſubjeft.—Fifty thouſand cavalry, and ninety 
thouſand infantry keptup in only theſe three, provinces.—T he ſeventh cauſe 
is, in the exhorbitant powers left to Zemindars, a race deemed incorrigi- 
ble in all ages, —E ighth reaſon, the ſlowneſ of proceedings in the. Council 
of Calcutta „and in the ſubordinate Councils. be ninth is, that wrong cuſ- 
tom. of giving empleyments and offices by ſeniority of rank:=-Tenth, pariiality 

. 


c 9) 
of the Englih to thitr own countrymen. =—Bleventh, eftablifment of the Su- 
preme Court of Judicature of Calcitta.—Twelfth, the Engliſh decide in 
their cloſets, what ought not to be decided only in public. N 


OTHING is clearer in itfelf, or better underſtood by men of in- 
telligence and penetration, than that the gradation of climates is 


ſuch, that every tract of land has properties of it's own, which have been 


denied to others: in other words, that in conſequence of ſome hidden cau- 
ſes, in a certain tract of land, the diverſity of the ſoil produces imman- 
cably a diverſity in the genius of the inhabitants; and that this diverſi- 
5 ty is ſo ſelf-evident, that the man of perſpicuity needs no diſcourſe or ar- 
gument to be convinced of it: and indeed were all ſoils and lands of one 
and che ſame nature, that aſtoniſhing difference in the colour of the in- 
habitants, and in the fruits, metals, waters, plants, and animals, ſo con- 
ſpicuous every where, would not be conſtant and permanent in every 
tract of land. Amongſt ſo many climes and fo many lands, India looks 
the ſtrangeſt country on the face of the earth. Whether we caſt our 
eyes on the actions and practices of the inhabitants, or conſider the in- 
ſtitutions and maxins by which they are reſtrained and ruled, nothing in 


the world bears ſo evident marks of ſtrangeneſs, and nothing under Hea- 


ven is ſo compleatly diſſimilar from what we ſee in other countries. This 
is fo far true, that unleſs the Sovereign turn his inclinations towards a 
management adapted to the climate and country; no ſteady government 
ean be expected; nor is it poſſible that the eaſe and proſperity of the in- 
habitants, or the peace and tranquillity of the country ſhould take place, 
Now as this climate, in conſequence of it's being under the influence of 
Saturn, is dominated by that planet, hence moſt of it's inhabitants are 


| feeble i in action, and flow in ' : and withal, prove ſo very 
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| feeble 
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feeble in the frame of their 18 that they have been n ſub- 
dued by foreign conquerors, and vanquiſhed by foreign armies. . Bur, 
however, ſo tenacious were at all times the va nquiſhed of their own te- 
nets and cuſtoms, that the victors ſoon found themſelves under a neceſſi= 
ty of aſſimilating with them; aud ſo ſoon as theſe mighty conquerors 
had acquired a firm footing in theſe countries, and the violence and ex- 
tortions inſeparable from, a ſtate of warfare, laughter and confuſion, came 
to be over, their very firſt thought was always to quiet the minds of the 
inhabitants, and to afford them relief, by always becoming their pro- 
tectors in whatever concerned their lives, fortunes, honors, and families. 
They uſed to call up all the abilities of the land to their ſides, would give 
them weight and conſequence, and prepoſe Vezirs and Omrahs of the coun- 
try to the management of their own affairs. In conſequence of ſuch a con- 
duct, each individual, high or low, finding an eaſy acceſs to the Princes, 
and to their Miniſters (20), uſed to meet with opportunities of ſhewing 
what buſineſs he was particularly fit for; ſo that thoſe Princes, who were 
naturally endowed with penetration, and had their minds exerciſed in the 
art of con je ure, ſoon found out the capacity and fitneſs of every one, 


_—_— 


—— 


(20) Should we liſten to the books and relations found in Europe, we ſhould be apt 
to think that the Princes of the Eaſt are a ſet of inacceſſible men, eternally ſhut up 
within the walls of their palaces. 'This accuſation is brought by no others than thoſe 
who have never ſeen but the ſhores of India, and never had any opportunity to ap- 
proach either Prince or Miniſter, The Fact, however, is, that there are no Princes 
and no Miniſters on the face of earth ſo acceſſible, and none ſo inclined to put up with 
the murmurs, the reproaches, and even the foul language of their diſappointed ſuitors. We 
have no idea of ſuch condeſcenſion in Europe. God had drank wine. (ſaid a man to 
the famous Mir-caſſem qhan) when be appointed ſuch an one as you for a ruler. The Nabob 
overheard him, and all his Court expreſſed ſome indignation: © Why ſo? (ſaid the 
Prince) this man has loſt his cauſe, and is out of his ſenſes, and you won't let him exhale. 
himſelf in abuſe!” The Emperors of Hindoſtan uſed to give public audience twice 2 
week, and were imitated by all their Lieutenants and Governors, Whereas the charge 
of in acceſſibleneſs brought againſt Europeans by their Indian ſubjects, is founded on 
matter of fact, and on daily experience. Although, after all, the charge is exaggera- 
ted ; nor do they obſerve that an ordinary Engliſhman has more writing, and more 
bufineſs of his own to go through, than any two Navvabs of India put together. 


and 
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and ſoon prepoſed him to a buſineſs adequate to his talents and abilities, 
whilſt themfelves, ſtanding above them all as ſo many overſeers, at- 
tended to the regulation of affairs, to the tranquillity and eaſe of the 
country and it's inhabitants, and to the promoting of men of penetration 
and knowledge ; which laſt never failed, after a proper trial of their abi- 


lities and virtuous diſpoſitions, to be advanced to offices of truſt and dig- 
nity. Hence thoſe Princes lived amongſt their people and amongſt 
their nobles, as kind and condefcending parents amongſt their children; nor 
did they ſuffer the duſt of ſorrow to darken the heart of any of the crea- 
tures of God, by a ſhew of tenderneſs to one part of the people, and of 
rudeneſs to the other: for they looked upon them all, whether conquerors 
or conquered, with an equal eye; ſo that for ſeveral ages together, down to 
the times of Shah-djehan, every thing in Hindoſtan was quietneſs, love, and 
harmony. It is only ſince the tunes of Aoreng-zib-Aalem-ghir his ſon, 
a Prince extremely warlike and ambitious, that evils have crept upon 
the land. But yet theſe were light matters; for ſuch were the abi- 
lities, proweſs, and ſtriftneſs of government under that reign, that the 
eſtabliſhed rules and inſtitutions did not ſuffer any conſiderable inju- 
ry from the wickedneſs of the turbulent grandees; nor did the people 
of God meet with much oppreſſion in the civil wars, during which it 
never ceaſed to be protected and cheriſned. The main evil reſulting 
from his time was this, that to make a diverſion in the minds of the peo- 
ple, to the ill renown of ingratitude and hardneſs of heart, which he had 
acquired by killing his brothers, and keeping his father in priſon, he 
had aſſembled the Eccleſiaſtics about his perſon, and had given them 
fuch unbounded ſway, that the populace complimented him with the titles 
of the Faithful Emperor, ever vittorious, and the conſtant Cheriſher of Reli- 
gion. But thoſe hypocrites no ſooner ſaw themſelves at the head of affairs, 
than their avarice and covetouſneſs gave riſe to ſuch a train of evils, as ſhed 
even now their baleful influence on theſe countries, continuing to pour 
ruin and devaſtation on the poſterity of the Faithful: a revolution which 
B | has 


Indian Princes 
love. their peo. 
ple, as fond pa- 
rents do their 
children; 
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has been ſuccinctly mentioned at the end of our firſt volume, where our 
narrative gives the hiſtory of the latter Emperors of Hindoſtan. Matters 
grew worſe in the reign of Fer6h-ſyur, who was a nothing without brains: 
in his time Ratan-chund, Divan to SEyd-abdollah-qhan, then omnipo- 
tent under the name of Vezir, got ſo far poſſeſſion of his maſter's mind, 
that he governed the whole empire, and drove from the helm, or diſguſted 
entirely thoſe very grandees and miniſters. that had ſupported it's honor 
and glory, in the time of Aoreng-zib: then commenced the cuſtom of 
teaſing. out all the branches of the finance-office, and all the diſtricts 
and lands of the Imperial demeſnes: then bribing men into compliance 
became of faſhion, and of current uſe; and ſluggiſh. people, adicted to 
| their eaſe, thinking it a good fortune to get at once ſo much aſſured mo- 
ney, made no difficulty to ſacrifice the ſweat of the people of God, and the 
toil of the helpleſs farmer, to the rapacity of leafe-takers, tax-gatherers, 
and contractors. It is from thoſe times that muſt be dated the ſinking 
of rents, the decreaſe of huſbandry, the diſtreſs of the people, and their 
dateſtation of their Rulers: theſe evils went on increaſing from day to day, 
till at laſt the office of Cazy'or Judge, and that of Sadr or of great Almoner, 
with many other Magiſtratures, came to be put up publicly to ſale; ſo that 
the people ſkilled in law, and 1a matters of diſtributive Juſtice, entirely 
diſappeared from the land ; nor was any thing elſe thought of, but how to 
bring money to hand by any means whatever: this, and this alone, became 
the utmoſt ambition of all ranks, and eſpecially of the hypocrites amongſt 
the men that meddled with law. It was in ſuch an enfeebled ſtate of the 
empire, that there aroſe a new ſort of men, worſe than the former, who, 
ſo far from ſeting up for patterns of piety and virtue, or pretending to 
ſhew the right way to others, ſquandered away the lives and. properties of 
the poor with ſo much barefacedneſs, that other men, on beholding their 
conduct, became bolder and bolder, and practiſed the worſt and uglieſt actions, 
without fear or remorſe; ſo far are they from thinking it a ſname or an infamy 
to imitate and follow ſuch examples. From thoſe men ſprung an infinity of 

1 evil 


3, 
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evil-doers, who plague the Indian world, and grind the face of the. 


wretched inhabitants. Thoſe men having in proceſs of time aſſembled 
in bodies, there aroſe an age of ſenſeleſs, ſlothful Princes, and of Grandees 


ignorant and meddling: then it was that the Sun of Juſtice and Equity, 
that had already been verging from the meridian, inclined downwards, 


degree by degree, and at laſt entirely ſet in the Occident of ignorance, im- 
prudence, violence, and civil wars. It is in conſequence of theſe exceſſes 
that evils are ariſen to ſuch a height, as render a remedy impoſſible : 
It is in conſequence of ſuch wretched adminiſtrations, that every part of 
Hindia has gone to ruin, and every one of it's diſcouraged inhabitants 
have broken their hearts: Life itſelf is become diſguſtful to moſt : So 
that on comparing the preſent times with the paſt, one is apt to think that 


the world is overſpread with blindneſs, and that the earth is totally over- 


whelmed with an everlaſting darkneſs. 


AmipsT the ſtrange events which theſe revolutions have brought about, { 


the introduction of European foreigners in the heart of the land, is an im- 
portant one. The wiſe men of Europe have been caſting their eyes upon 
the conqueſt of India, and have contrived to atchieve great part of that 
conqueſt, having already acquired an abſolute dominion in ſeveral tracts. 
But ſuch is the complete difference, and the total diſſimilarity betwixt 
the manners of their own country, and the cuſtoms and uſages of | 
Hindoſtan, that all the endeavours of their chief rulers, and all the 
reſorts they have put in motion, have anſwered no purpoſe at all; nor 
has the face of regulation in the country, and of eaſe to the inhabitants, 
made it's appearance as yet. But, over and above thoſe conſiderations, 
it may be. ſaid with great truth, that /uch is the averſion which the 
| Engliſh openly ſhow for the company of the natives; and ſuch the 
diſdain which they betray for them, that no love, and no coalition (two 
articles, which, by the bye, are the principle of all union and attach- 
ment, and the ſource of all regulation and ſettlement) can fate root 

| between 


On the con- 
trary, the En- 
glich hate the 
natives of Inda, 
and diſdain 
their company. 


(554 ) | | 
Fetwee the conquerors and the conquered: and as we ſee that the very 
reverſe is actually taking place, ſo we may reſt aſſured; that the diſtreſſes 
of the people, and the depopulation and deſertion of the land, will go hand 
in hand, until they are come to their height, and the deſolation is become 
complete and general. Such a ſtate of things may be deduced from ſeye- 
ral cauſes, which I hope to be able gradually to unfold. And the firſt 1s, that 
theſe ew Rulers are quite alien to this country, both in cuſtoms and man- 
ners; and quite ſtrangers to the methods of raifing tribute, as well as to 
the maxims of eſtimating the revenues, or of comprehending the ways of 
tax- gathering; becauſe in their country a landlord or Zemindar paying 
| royal rent from year to year to the public treaſury, is a being that has no 
N exiſtence: taxes and impoſts upon huſbandry and land, Soobadaries, Fodj- 


reots, and the aries, Qhaliſas, and Djaghirs, are not cuſtomary in that country. As much 


decreaſe of popu- 


lation and rere. ag I can truſt to the information I have obtained from intelligent perſons 


aue, to twelve 


de crete a amongſt them, it appears that they take ſomething, by way of duty, from 


he explains at 
length; the firſt | . 
js, that the En. COaChes, and from windows of houſes, from plate and other veſſels of gold 


gliſh have at all . Fe ” . 
bes, and ftill and ſilver, and from merchandize; and that they differ widely from the 


td lies, cuſtoms of this country, in the mode of giving ſalaries to the ſervants of 
government, and to thofe that are at the head of affairs; as well as in pu- 
niſhing miſdemeanours and treſpaſſes: inſomuch that there are ſome treſ- 
paſſes that are finable in this country, and are not there; ſome more 
that are reputed ſlight here, and are accounted very high there; and ſome 
that are the very reverſe: on the other hand, there are ſome other mat- 
ters that are unnoticed here, and paſſed by, and are not ſo there; ſome 
practices, which are become there of cuſtom and obligation,” and which 
here have never been heard of, or ſeen: as for inſtance, counting the in- 
habitants of every town and city, and examining how much they may have 
earned, and how much ſpent; how many are dead, and how many are their 
children, and how many their old men: In one word, it may be ſaid in 
general, and indeed in almoſt every inſtitution and cuſtom, that there is 
a wide difference betwixt the two nations and governments; and that it is 


of 


T5355 
of ſuch a nature as cannot t be remedied at all; nor does it ſeem poTble to 


bring the people of this country into ſuch cuſtoms and uſages; wheria the 
Engliſh being accuſtomed to them in their own country, want to introduce 


them here wi and think ſuch an introduction eaſy, and of ſmall mo- 
ment. 1575 | bus: 


& 


Taz ſecond cauſe is, that what little theſe foreigners have gleaned 
| 9 | The ſecond 
of the inſtitutions of this country, and which they have examined ase, . it: 

1 TOR | 5 Bo: Engliſh h 
and committed to their regiſters, proves to be no more than what cn oe 


8 cuſtoms and uſa- 
they have learned from their own ſervants: hence they know ses of the coun. 

iy, as well as 

n 4 . | ' in what m. 

nothing of either the reaſon or intent of them, but by the abſurd report h. dag ho 
aim of thoſe uſa. 
Ses and cuſ. 
coms. 


of their own ſervants, who being all beardleſs and unexperienced, 
have no view but that of their own benefit, and think only of 
pleaſing their Engliſh maſters: thoſe men, never fail to ſhew a deal of 
revenue matter in every inſtitution and cuſtom; and they are ſo firm in 
that opinion, that one would be inclined to believe, that the ſeting up 
this and that inſtitution, was for no other view but that of ſcraping toge- 
ther a few pence; nor that. it could have any other intent, but that of 
hooking in ſome more; and in reality there is no other for men of ſuch 
ſordid diſpoſitions: nor is this opinion a novel one; it is of ſome ſtanding, 
and has commenced ſo early as the times of Feröôh- ſyür. No wonder 
then if theſe foreigners, that' are lately come into this country, and know 
nothing in any ſuch matters, ſhould take for truth, and for uſeful advice, 
ſuch crude explanations as are afforded by thoſe that approach their perſons, 
and ſhould a& according to what information they receive. Neverthe- 
leſs, ſuch is their natural genius, and ſuch their innate penetration, that of 
their own accord they have ſer aſide and aboliſhed ſome inſtitutions which 
they thought oppreſſive; and here is an inſtance of this: the firſt Muſſul- 
men Sovereigns diſapproved of public women, and of their being of gene- 


ral uſe, ee r on the eve of a Friday, which is a diy p:rticularly 


holy (22); nor would they ſuffer any one to defile himſelf with the crime of 
= 5 ' fornication; 
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fornication; and therefore they denounced punition, and even a capital 
one, . againſt any ſuch as indulged in keeping in their houſes ſlave-girls or 
concubines, without having them conſecrated by the forms of law, and 
the rites of religion; and for theſe reaſons they decerned a variety of pains, 
which to ſinners appeared as hard as death itſelf, or any other extreme mif- 
fortune. it was on that account they had appointed a Daroga, whoſe buſi- 
neſs was to be informed of any ſuch women as had rendered themſelves 
public, and had made profeſſion of proſtitution ; and this officer's. buſi- 
neſs was to take. from them a heavy fine every day, and, if 
found treſpaſſing againſt the eve of Friday, a heavier one. The drum 
and haut-boy players, were alſo put under this officer's inſpection, 
that they might not go to play any where without his knowledge 
and leave: he had alſo the authority of determining finally ſuch differents 
as aroſe in that tribe amongſt themſelves, and a power to repreſs 
their exceſſes, and puniſh their miſdemeanors: in this there was ano- 
ther intent and view; namely, that in feaſts and weddings, every one 
ſhould ſend for as much muſic only as his means could afford, 
without caſting, in his entertainment, an eye of jealouſy upon the 
Nobles and his betters; and without launching out into expences of 
prodigalit y, or pretending to equal, ſtill leſs, to ſurpaſs his ſuperiors. But, 
as we have already remarked, people of ſordid diſpoſitions did not 
fail, this long while, to pervert this inſtitution into a catch- penny, and 
an item of tax-gathering; and, ſhutting their eyes upon the original 
intent of it, they have obſerved no other end in it, than the wretch- 
ed one of ſcraping up a little money by ſuch a pretence; ſo that even 
this pitiful article has been converted into an item of the tax-gather- 
ing buſineſs : this is ſo far true, that the Engliſh themſelves conceiv- 


— 


luc 


(22) The Friday is diſtinguiſhed, not by a ceſſation of work, but by longer noon» 
prayers, at which time likewiſe is pronounced the Qhotba or apprecation, by the 
officiant, which being aſſented to, and partly repeated by the Congregation, 
amounts to an oath of allegiance for the Reigning Prince, 


ing 


Vp 


CoH 7 
ing it to be a ſhameful fneſe, that drew after it the worſt conſequences, 
have forbidden that tax in their dominions, and totally aboliſhed it, 
And fo it is with every one inſtitution beſides. And indeed, if thoſe 
ſtrangers, who have naturally much penetration and much impartiality, 
were made acquainted with the infamous practices now in vogue, 
but concealed under the bark of inſtitution and cuſtom, it is highly 
probable that they would endeavour to correct them, as ſo many defects 
in adminiſtration: It is therefore to aſſiſt their efforts in that view, that 
I ſhall aſſume the taſk of explaining the reaſon and intent of ſome 
of thoſe inſtitutions and cuſtoms of Hindoſtan; and I am in full 
hopes that my notions ſhall awaken the minds of men of ſcnſe 


upon ſubjects ſo miſunderſtood, 


, , . - Cary's office 
Tus Cazy's or Judge's office, for inſtance, was to put in force ,, © Ow 


Judge of ſuch 


the ordinances of the law, without partiality or pity, in every def and cri- 
f m'nal matters 


matter, and againſt any perſon whoſe caſe ſhould require his ani- 3s are relative to 


madverſion; and as he had a ſalary from the treaſury, and ſuch 2 
a Djaghir beſides from the Emperor's liberality as afforded amply to 
all his wants, he did not dare to take any fee or any bribe from 
any one; and if peradventure any one was found capable of any ſuch 
infamy, he became from that moment, an object of the Imperial 
reſentment, was adjudged guilty of having diſhonored the law and the 
Muſulman religion, and became henceforward an object of taunt and 
reproach from every rank of men: inſomuch that finding himſelf 
pointed out with the finger, he pined away with ſhame and remorſe, 
was for ever excluded from any office, and remained infamous and 
curſed in this world and the other: but now fince from a length 
of time, it is become cuſtomary to put up every thing to ſale, 
the office of Cazy is leaſed out, and under-leaſed; and a practice 
which never was heard of in any nation, in any religion, or in any ſect 
whatever, is become a matter of courſe ; ſo that we ſee every day faith- 
leſs 
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der then, if it is come to paſs, that by the repeated efforts, and 


Abuſes that 

nov ſem to 

. make a cuſtom- 

ar part of that 
awful office. 
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new inventions to torment the Muſulmen of this land, and to ex- 


them. 


reliſh for the trade of highwayman), or he ſells away his ground and fur- 


niture, and becomes a vagrant; or at leaſt, he finds means to borrow, and 


(0 


leſs Cazies, who, ignorant even of the principles of Muſulmaniſm, and 
worſe in their lives than ſo many Renegadoes and ſo many Atheiſts, 
take leaſes of what they call the Cazy's rights, and under: leaſe them 
openly to others: although theſe rights are no more than ſo many 


tort money from them, under a variety of pretences. No won- 


the ſerious approbation of thoſe faithleſs wretches, thoſe new-fangled 
practices have taken ſuch deep -root, as to become the current creed 
of thoſe under- judges; inſomuch, that to reclaim them from thoſe 
practices, is become an abſolute impoſſibility. One would ſay that the holy 
ſentence: Shew me, O Lord, thoſe that have made me go aftray, that 


J may trample them under my feet: has been revealed on purpoſe for 


HERE, is for inſtance, one of the inventions ſet up by thoſe calumni- 
ators of the law: whenever any Muſulman of the poorer ſort com es 
to die, theſe poor people, who never had any other W than thoſe 
faithleſs tutors, enemies to all law, never fail to think that until the 
Cazy's ſubſtitute is come, and has received the fee deſigned by his 
principal, the deceaſed's ſpirit does not quit the houſe; and as ſome- 
times a poor fellow cannot afford the fee, he from that moment is deem- 
ed ſo impure and defiled, himſelf, his family and dependants, and 
all, that his very neighbours and acquaintances ſhun his company, 
avoid drinking and eating with him, and carry matters ſo far as to refuſe 
him both fire and water; nor is ſuch an interdict withdrawn until the 
fee is diſcharged : ſo that the deluded man, in deſpair, either betakes himſelf 
to the high way in order to raiſe the necęſſary money (and thus acquires a 


immediately runs in debt: in all which caſes, he e uſelefs 
| | | or 


Oy ** 


or pernicious to ſociety ;: 25 al that to, get rid of the entailed curſe upon | 2 
himſelf and family. De tel et emen 1 bar n n e 
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* is the ſame with reſpekt to boys tþ chat need circumciſion, and to the 
girls that are marriageable, as being both « come to the age of puberty. | 
If they chance to be unable to pay the Cazi' 8 fees, they remain bound for 
years together, and are debarred, the former, from the rites of circumciſion; 
and the latter, from the comforts of marriage. This ſuperſtirion and abuſe 
goes fo far, that if they continue unable to pay the fees, eſpecially, thoſe 
due to the Cazi, they are ſure to conſume their lives in privation and 

ſorrow; for it is not poſſible for them to get rid of the interdict, other- 
wiſe than by paying: hence it is, that ſo many .young perſons of both 
ſexes, being debarred the benefit of either of thoſe rites, turn looſe and 
become diſſolute. Thoſe then who after approving of ſuch interdicts and 
ſuch vexations, ſtill pretend to be Muſulmen, will never make any diffi- 
culty, on receiving a ſum of money, as Cazi's fees, to turn right into 
wrong: and injuſtice into juſtice; and what is ſtill more afflicting, they have 
ſach a collection of oppreſſive practices, and they are put in force ſo barefa- 
cedly; that it would be tedious and painful to mention them at length : how- 


| ever, we ſhall touch upon ſome of them, although even with ſo light a hand. 


Tu Sadr-el-Sood8r, or Sadr of Sadrs, and the other Sadrs of every 50 FUSS 
Soobah (23), and every Sercar, were eſtabliſhed for trying the capacity of 2 n 
the Caries, and for aſcertaining the circumſtances of people poſſeſſed of 


Anilics and Ai nas, and other lands ſet apart for pious uſes; but eſpecially 


for watching over the capacities and morals of Cazies; leſt by aſſuming 
the appearance of learning and knowledge, men ignorant of the principles 
and rites of Muſulmaniſm, ſhould find ways to introduce themſelves in- 
to thoſe- offices by dint of artifice and fineſſe; and thus, from their 
ignorance of law, religion, faith, and truth, prepare thermſelves 


hs ee r r An LA bs mw, lt of If a4 kh Edo 4 n > 


(23) A Soobah is a large province held by a Soobah- * or N a Checla or 
n is a diviſion of ſuch a provines; and a pergana is a diviſion of the Sercar. 


v4 C © a punition 
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4 punition in the Scherl World, and in this. Their office | was 
likewiſe to take back and to reſume ſuch lands, which being original 
ly conſecrated to pious uſes, ſhould « come to fall into the hands of other 
than ſuch needy and worthy perſons, for which they were originally ſet 
apart; he was alſo to protect thoſe perſons to whom they had been given in 
charity, and to prevent or hinder their being diſpoſſeſſed i in their own perſons. 
or that of their heirs, either by threats, or by artifice: his buſineſs was alſo 
to prevent their uſurping upon each other, or their making encroachments 
upon the crown lands, or upon ſuch ſpots as belonged to the Qbaliſſas, or 
Exchequer office: theſe were ſome of the duties expected from the Sadrs. But 
now the buſineſs of the alfice of Sadr i is become a ſcene of oppreſſion and vio- 
lence; and in the hands of that Atheiſt, Zehor-ollah- -beg, i it hasdevoured the 
ſubſtance of thouſands of neceſſitous, inoffenſive people; and all this, without 
his ever minding the conſequences, without fear and without remorſe. That 
man is now dead and gone, and he has carired away upon bis ſhoulders the 
whole load of the lamentations and groans of an infinity of oppreſſed, under- 
trodden people. Thanks be to God! chat che words of the Scripture, the ſun. 
is in the middle of the day, have been verified literally in the Governor 8 


- Governor Hal- Perſon, who no ſooner heard of the complaints of the holders of charity- 


eings, informed 


in time, reſcues lands, and of the oppreſſions committed under the veil and pretence of Sadr- 


an infinity of 
| oppreſſed fami- 
lies from the 
graſp N * ac- 
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ſhip, than he ſhewed his deteſtation of thoſe ſhameful and ſordid actions, 
and diſcarded thoſe accurſed ones that took upon themſelves ſuch a ſacred 
name, and diſhonored the function: at the ſame time he confirmed to 
that office ſuch ſmall fees as were allowed to it, time out of mind, by 
Emperors, lovers of equity and religion; but he entirely rejected, and utter- 
ly aboliſhed the augmentation which this ſtone-hearted wretch had ſet up 
in addition to the perquiſites of that office, and which he wanted to carry 
Wn higher, as if not yet ſatisfied with all the havoc he had been doing by 
raiſing them from one thouſand eight hundred rupees to thirty-five 
thouſand a year. May the Almighty beſtower of graces and favors reward the 
Governor for his having, haſtened to che aſſiſtance, of ſo many. afflicted fami- 
lies! 


( N 


lies! And may he put it in his heart, and that of the other heads of Admi- 
niſtration, to ſet apart two hours, or even one hgur in every week, for the 
purpoſe of taking notice of the many cuſtoms and inſtitutions perverted at 
preſent; and of liſtening to the-groans, and ſobs of ſo many thouſands of 

_ oppreſſed ones, who know how to ſuffer, but cannot ſpeak (). Let them 
conſecrate two hours, or even one hour in the week, to ſo meritorious a 
purpoſe: let them enjoy the luxury of becoming the reverſers of every 
violence and oppreſſion and let them regale on the dainty of affording | 
relief to thoſe multitudes of the people of God, who groan under a variety 
of oppreſſions and exactions, and have no other advocate, and no other com- 
forter, but God Almighty. --Let thoſe unfortunate ſouls find at laſt in their 
Rulers a relief from their numberleſs misfortunes: 7 have called upon you 

O Lord (24), that are the moſt merciful of the merciful ! may my 0 be 
granted! Amen. 


Tus office of Daroga of the Adalet, that is of Auditor of the The Daroga 


of the Adela, 


Court of Juſtice, was eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe of affording inſtant relief ena. 


in civil matters. 
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to ſuch poor, defenceleſs, weak people, as could not at all times, and 
for every ſubject, reſort to the Miniſters, and to the Emperors: he 
was provided with a ſalary, and a Djaghir ſuitable to his ſtation; and 
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his buſineſs was to fit in his tribunal from day- break to three in 


the aſternioon ( ), and to lend an attentive, b N ear to the voice of 
* IR" hd ns 1 * 
(050 It appears * the Kae, that, his requeſt was e by Heaven, and 54 the. 
Cs, rouſed by ſo ſhocking a fact, not only ſet apart from his many avocations 
a day in the week,” where he heard theſe ſorts of complaints, bus. referred them in gene- 
ral to a Board, by a ſpecial commad. 5 
(24) Sentence of the Coran, often in the mouth of the oppieſie.” Wc TREE, 
(t) It is day-break in India at four o'clock. | 
(*) If the Engliſh knew bow much buſineſs can bei fully da, and conſe. 
quently diſpatched, by riſing at four o'clock in the morning, and working as far as ten 
or eleven; did they know how the moſt intricate ſubject that has puzaled during the heat 
of a day, becomes at once plain, by. rifing with a clear head at that early hour, they 
would not ſip their tea at eight or nine, in order to work as far as three in the afternoon, 
that is in the very hotteſt part of the day, and when the natives themſelves prove fainting 
and incapable of any tenſion of mind. More buſineſs may be diſpatched from four in the 
morning to ten, than from nine in the morning to nine at night, 1 ; 
| Ee 


* 


( 56 ) 
the oppreſſed ones, be they whoever. they cake: If the defendant i proved 
to be a man of conſequence, and one whoſe dignity did not admit of his 
being ſent for, his Attorney was ordered to ſtand up in his ſtead, or even 
himſelf obliged to attend perſonally, if the gravity of the caſe did require 
it; and the matter was examined with patience, and with an equal look. 
If it proved to be a ſlight one, it was made up with the conſent: of | 
both parties; elſe, if it proved of moment, then after: having carefully 
aſcertained it by witneſſes on oath, and by other lawful means, the: unis 
was made up into a Sooret-hal or judicial narrative, and together with 
the witneſſes, and with the plaintiff and defendant, it was N Mited by 
the Daroga and his officers to the Emperor and the Miniſter, who uſed 
to fit twice a week on purpoſe to hear ſuch matters: otherwiſe, it was 
preſented to the Lieutenant-governor, or the Lieutenant of the Fodjdar of 
the town and diſtrict where the different had happened; and the Em- 
peror and the Miniſter having examined the caſe, according to their wiſdom 
gave their decree as they ſaw fit and equitable. But if the matter was 
The Emper- not thoroughly inveſtigated and determined at that one ſiting, they 


ors and Princes 


dalle f. an. e refered it to a ſecond; and after ſuch, examination as might ſtand the 


make it one of 
their dutics to fit 


as Judges in civil look of the Imperial eye, they determined according to the rules of truth 
ON aud juſtice: ſuch was the method uſed in former times. But now the 
painful taſk of rendering juſtice being turned into a powerful engine for | 
making a fortune, the office of Daroga, which ſo many perſons uſed to decline, ; 
is become an object of ambition and ſtrife; and men give preſents and 
make intereſt to obtain it, whilſt Government itſclf beſtows it on them, 
as an object of favor and predileCtion. Ot late the ſalaries of the 
Daroga and of his officers and dependants, are paid out of the fines 
and monies ariſing f from it; o that the incumbent, with his dependants, 
being in the centre of his wiſhes(*), finds means in a little time to 
amaſs immenſe ſums, nor is chere any one to enquire after the rate of 
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the un 122 are drawing from that office. | Heretofore few men of 
piety and knowledge could be found that would dare to take upon themſelves 
ſuch an office, which conſiſting in deciſions. about property, expoſed 
their conſciences to be anſwerable to God for errors and miſconcep- 
tions; nor could the Prince and his Miniſters, after an exact inquiry 
about people of good morals and ſufficient knowledge and fear of 
God, prevail upon them, bur by dint of intreaties, to accept ſuch 
offices. They beſtowed more of their attention upon this part of admi- 
niſtration than upon any other; nor did they ſuffer that injuſtice ſnould 
become juſtice by preſcription, or that any one ſhould oppreſs another, at 

his will: they took care to appoint proper perſons in every branch of ſuch 

an office, and had rendered extortion and bribery ſo odious, that to call 

one a bribe-taker was reſented much more, than if it had been the moſt 
opprobrious word. It was in conſequnce of ſuch regulations and attentions 

that ſuch men of virtuous principles were found out, as reckoned bribery 
amongſt the higheſt reproaches, and thought it little ſhort of infidelity, and 

apoſtacy; whereas venality and bribery, as well as the art of bringing 

money by any whatever means, are now reckoned amongſt the greateſt 

and moſt laudable qualifications of the knowing ones of theſe our times; 

there being rulers and under-rulers, who ſeek out men of ſuch ſtamps, 

and think them the only ones capable of buſineſs. Hear, ye men of pe- Wang ves 


| by the Autho 
netration! and benefit by the example. It was ſo very eaſy for poor men d“ the Princes 


to arrive at the very feet of the Emperor's, and to obtain redreſs, that Ys 
7 when, notwitnſtanding all theſe precautions, and all theſe attentions, ſome 
oppreſſion chanced to take place, we have inſtances of oppreſſed ones, 5 

who would ſometimes come from two or threee months Journey, and 

obtain audience, and expoſe their complaint; and were they the pooreſt 

of men, they were ſure of being righted againſt the moſt powerful ad- 
verſary. Now that it is exceedingly difficult even to men of the moſt. 
illuſtrious deſcent 'to approach the Governor and the men in office; now 


that the Top. ſeldom ville or ſee By. of us, the diſtreſſed inhabi- 
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Infoctableneſs tants of this country; to obtain juſtice is become a very difficult 
and inacceſſible - 


neſs of che En-. buſineſs, a very operoſe article; or if any one of us, by the ſtrength of 


gliſh in general. | | 
his introductor, or the weight of ſome forcible reaſon, chances to he 


admitted for once or twice, it avails little, as the gen:lem:n, in con- 

ſequence of their being engroſſed by a variety of public and private 

affairs of importance amongſt themſelves, have no attention to ſpare for 

the concerns of the people of this land; and as their Mootuſuddies 

or officers and dependants, are always men of ſuch a ſtamp, that being at 

- all times afraid of ſome diſcovery about the lining of their coats, they cannot 

bear that any one of the oppreſſed ones ſhould come near their maſters: 

from thence we can eaſily conclude what is likely to be the fate of the un- 

25 ren the fortunate people of this land, and how their ſufferings are likely to end. 
=: of Bengal: Poſſibly is it, their peculiar fate, that after having been ſubjected by Pro- 
vidence to the yoke of theſe ſtrangers, they are ſtill deſtined to 

find them ſuch inattentive rulers, as do not think it worth their 

while to mind the welfare of thoſe proſtrated at their feet; and ſuch ſupine 

maſters, as to make nothing of leaving them at the diſpoſal of their 

own ſervants and ſubſtitutes: although, however, nothing ſhould be ſo 


important to a Sqvereign, as the care of the ſubject, and he ought never 


to loſe ſight of the Indian adage. 


«« Do not refer his complaint to your Divan, 
1 Since his complaint is probably againſt that very Divan.“ 


AMIDST ſuch ſcenes of oppreſſion on one ſide, and inattention on the other, 

A. b. :73:. We ought to praiſe God, that at the end of the year 1195, the office of 
Daroga of the Court of Juſtice, together with the Fodjdary, Sk taken from 

the hands of the Indians, and transfered to the Engliſh gentlemen imme- 

diately: by which revolution the oppreſſions, and ſufferings of the people 

of this land have been upon the whole ſomewhat alleviated; but as their 

officers and dependants are a ſet of people always prone to offer injuſtice; 

and theſe are entruſted with all the details, as well as Deputyſhips, whilſt 


they. make it a point to uphold the corruption and indolence of their 
maſters; 


{ 365 - 9 


maſters; it happens that they 3 in fact the center and hinge f- 
all deciſions; and all matters come to paſs through their hands unavoid- 
ably, as it appears undeniably that ſuch of their maſters as are prepoſed to 
theſe offices, will not, or cannot attend perſonally to their duties: ſo chat. 
there is ſtill left in the ſneaker much of the late broth. © O God come to 
« the affiftance of your affiited people, land ſet epen ſome door through which 
cc they may eſcape from oppreſſion!” But let us return to our narrative about 
the ſeveral offices ſet up formerly by our ſovereigns. 


Taz Muhtaſib (or Clerk of the market) was eſtabliſhed for the purpoſe mThe Mubta- 


of inſpecting weights and ſcales, expoſing to view the falſe bottoms and tht had n. 


ſpection upon 


artifices of Corn- meters and Scale- men; and for fixing the price of grain weights, mar 
; . ures, and mar- 


and other ſimilar commodities. He had a great ſalary, and ſome fees; 


but the latter were rather honorary; and the intent was to render him alert 
in putting a ſtop to all altercations and diſputes between buyer and 
ſeller, by diſabling the latter from over-reaching the other. The punition 
and coercion of the diſorderly and inſolent was alſo of his reſort. It was his 
buſineſs in particular to take care chat no drunken men, or any other 
people out of their ſenſes, ſhould walk looſe throughout the markets; that 
no injury or inſolence ſhould be offered to any one, by threat, action, or 
infamons words; and that modeſt women, obliged ſometimes to croſs a 
ſtreet or a market, ſhould not be expoſed: to any inſult or indecency, 
from the voice, hand, or ſound of the profligate and thoughtleſs. But 
now, every one does as he pleaſes: the Muhtaſibs take a great deal more 
perquiſites than were heretofore their due; and in one and the ſame city 
the prices of grain vary in the ſame market, at the diſtance of three 
or four ſhops, nay of three or four yards; and the differences, varieties, 
and rogueries in weights and ſcales are riſen to ſuch a height, as not 
to be conceivable. Moreover not only all the markets and. thoroughfares, 
are thronged with diſorderly people, and diſorderly houſes, but every 
ſtreet and every corner is infected with drinking-ſhops and tipling-houſes, 


with 


(5 ) 


with bai and ** groups of drinken ſervants, bunkers; 8 qha- 
laſſies (24), and fipahis; but eſpecially of ſervants belonging to the En- 
gliſh: a ſet of diſorderly people, who, availing themſclves of the reſpect 
paid to the men in power to whom they belong, and of the influence 
they acquire by their being linked together, make nothing of lying in 
Wait, ſometimes half naked and half drunk, and quarelling without an 
antagoniſt; nor do they make any difficulty of doing and ſaying whatever 
they pleaſe, and to whom they pleaſe; ſo that Gentlemen accuſtomed 
to decency and reſpect, are at a loſs how to go from their homes, 
upon urgent buſineſs, through a market, or along a ſtreet, and 
how to come back again, without being entangled within ſore miſ- 
chance or other, in conſequence of the words or actions of thoſe 
inſolent people „ nor is it uncommon to ſee them recommend them- 
ſelves to God Almighty's ſafeguard on their going out, and to wiſh 
they may come back without being forced into ſome miſchance. 


Tas Vacaa-nuviſs, or Remembrancer, or Gazetteer, and the Sevana- 


nov. Serene, nuviſs, or Hiſtoriographer, and the Harcara or Spy, were appointed for 


nuviſs, and 


Harcara, &c. writing down the events that might happen in the reſpective pro- 
vinces, territories, and diſtricts of their reſidence; their duty was to 


inhabit in ſuch cities and towns as were the ſeats of command and 
government, to the end that they might have it in their pow- 
er to write down at day- break, ſuch events as. ſhould have happened 
| the whole day and night before, and to ſend the paper to the 
| | Emperor. There were poſts eſtabliſhed, that carried the diſpatches, | 
Cann with all ſpeed, and in all weathers, to Court; where a Daroga or 
inſpector examined the ſame; after which he reduced to a conciſe 
expoſition the ſubſtance of ſuch as deſerved the Imperial notice. 
n at the ſame time, the whole detail as forwarded by the | 


(200 This word, which comes from Sala, free; ſignifies (aiiors aud ſeamen; and this 
name was given to ſea · faring people, becauſe when once on board 2 were freed from 


the ſearches and animadverſion of land- juſtice. 
” provincial 


(5 


7 


provincial intelligencers. Nevertheleſs whatever amongſt thoſe papers 

was addreſſed perſonally to the Emperor, was ſacred, and could not 

be ſet open by any other hand than his own: it was peruſed by the 

Monarch himſelf, who alone could break the ſeal; and he alone 

ordered what he thgouht proper about the contents. By theſe means 

the Emperor was informed of every private man's affairs; he knew by The Emperor 
poſt, minutely 


what one had done to his _ neighbours at four hundred 8 and daily infor- 


med of almoſt 
Court, and what the latter had done to others; and what ſuch e Promrgrenagy 


tranſaction a- 


wanted from ſuch another, and what this other pretended from his ge.. 
antagoniſt; he knew all that, and gave directions accordingly : nor was it | 
uncommon for him to be informed by ſuch a channel of the requeſts. 

and wiſhes of the concerned ones; nor at all extraordinary to ſee 
dire&tions arrive at the cities of their reſidence long before their private 
petitions could have reached the Court : : fo that the petitioners often 

had gained their caufe in the middle of a diſtant province, ſome _ 

time before they—had agreed upon the wording of their petitions. But 

all this correſpondence was for the Emperor's perſon al inſpection only; for 

| if at any time it came to appear, that the ſecret Gazetteer, or the Remem- 

brancer, or any other public officer, had himſelf found means to acquire the 

leaſt intereſt with thel mperial Princes, or with the Grandees of the Court, or 

with the men in eminent ſtation, or was in any connections with them; ſuch 

a man was forthwith diſmiſſed, and another appointed in his ſtead; and to 

this purpoſe there are yet extant notes written by the Emperor Aoreng- 


zib's hand, to his own Vezir Aſſed- qhan; and here is a copy of one: 


Cor v OF A NoTE or AoRENG-218 AALEM-GHIR TO HIS You. 


« My grandſon, ' Mahmed-muez-eddin (2 5), has been writing to me Two” Gneuter 


tes in the hand 
« to recommend N. N. Remembrancer of ſuch a province: of courſe t 1 


« ſomething muſt be done for him; but yet, the man is to be diſſmiſſea 


— — — 


(25) He that reigned afterwards under che name of Djchandar-ſhah, 
ou 7985 | F e | « from 
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&« from that office dire& y, that the Gazetteer may remember to write 


ee gazettes no more. 
« As intereſt has taken place, abilities have been obſcured I | 
* (26) And a hundred forts of films have covered his eye-balls,?? 


But the anſwer he ſent to that grandſon "himſelf, is ſtill more curious: 
here it is. | 


«© DuTIFUL ſons, that are acquainted with their father's temper, do not 
te write recommendations in behalf of Gazetteers, and ſuch ſort of people: 
« your requeſt is granted, and the man has been promoted accordingly; 
« but yet, he has been diſmiſſed from that office. Do not commit the 


ce like offence again. 


# 
— 


In ſhort, as amongſt the arts of government, information and know- 
ledge of the ſtate of the land, and of it's inhabitants, hold a principal 
rank; and the intereſt of the Liegiſlator's in gathering knowledge, is al- 
ways to tranquilliſe and quick the people of God, by whoſe providence 
the Princes and Rulers have come to have the command and power over 
them; and as the happineſs and eaſe of the ſubject is their main concern; 
ſo, to obtain the above end, no leſs than four perſons have been appointed 
to diſcharge the duties of this one office of intelligence; to wit, the Vacaiy , 
-nugar or Remembrancer; the Sevanah-nugar or Gazetteer, the Qhofiah- 
neviſs or Secret-writer; and the Harcara or Spy; to the end, that ſhould any 


— 


1 


(26) Theſe are verſes of the Emperor's compoſition: a Prince, who uſed to write an in- 
finity of notes and letters with his own hand, and always to add at the end, or any elſe where, 
ſome verſes of his own. To a relation of his, Viceroy of Bengal, who had ſlided into ſome 
Hindoo cuſtoms, &c. &c. he wrote 2 letter of reprimand, which ended by *. two 


elegant dyſticks: 
Deſtar-1 Zaafraani, ber ſer, 


Oo Djame-i Erghavani, der ber 
Sen ſherif, Chehel ſheſh: 
Aafrin, ber in riſh oo veſh. 


A yellow turbant upon the head, 
And a crimſon coat upon the ſhoulder, _ | 
.. Your Highneſs is, I believe, full forty-ſixz . > 
This is making indeed a bleſſed uſe of your beard and mein. 
| | One 


& ) 


one or any two of them, attempt to ſend-in writing an unfaithful account, 
ſtill the truth and real ſtate of things might ſoon be inveſtigated, by 
comparing their information with the accounts written by the two or three 
others: a diſcovery always followed by the diſgrace of the faithleſs or 
valafirmed writer, who never failed to be diſmiſſed from a poſt of honour 
and affluence, and to be conſigned to ſhame and diſtreſs, Now all thoſe 
| offices hol ſuppreſſed, it comes to paſs that not only in villages; but in 
towns and in renowned cities, the ſervants, the favourites, the dependants, 
nay very often, the very ſpies and emiſſaries of a Zemindar, having 
wriggled themſelves into the ſervice of Government, commit upon the 
inhabitants a variety of opreſſions and exactions, and always with the 
utmoſt ſafety nor is there found a ſingle man to aſk them what they are 
doing: ſo far from there being any one to inflict a condign chaſtiſement 
upon them. It is then worth an obſerver's while to examine what kind 
of Government exiſted then, and how matters ſtand now; and what 


were the circumſtances of the ſubject then, and what they are to-day, 


| Taz Fodjdars were next - rank to the Nazems, or military governors 
of the provinces, and men of great diſtinction and note. Some of them ex- 
erted themſelves ſo meritoriouſly as to leave behind them the very Nazems 
themſelves, 1 in whatever could promote the Imperial ſervice. Their exertions 
were ſo continual and fo ſtrenuous, that thoſe officers were ſometimes more 


in favor with the Court than the latter, and often obtained more credit, and 


became objects of graces without number. Theſe officers were fixed in each 


Soobadary or Viceroyalty, according to it's extent and the number of 
refractory Zemindars or great landlords in it; and ſeveral of theſe 
had under their commands bodies of ſome hundreds of troopers, and 
were decorated with the military grades of a thouſand horſe, ſome of 
a thouſand five hundred, of two thouſand, of two thouſand five hun- 
dred, and ſome few of three thouſand, and as far as four thouſand, 
with a numher of effective troopers, according to their ſtations, or the ne- 


LY 


ceſſities 


The Foj dars, 
or military com. 
manders of ſome 
frontiers and 
ſome difficult 
countries, 


** * 


* 


&« from that office directly, that the Gazetteer Ty remember | to write 


* gazettes no more. 


« As intereſt has taken place, abilities have been obſcured ; | 
© (26) And a hundred ſorts of films have covered his eye-balls.““ 


But the anſwer he ſent to that grandſon * himſelf, is ſtill more curious: 


here it is. 


«© DUuTIFUL ſons, that are acquainted with their babe 8 temper, do not 
ce write recommendations in behalf of Gazetteers, and ſuch ſort of people: 
« your requeſt is granted, and the man has been promoted accordingly; | 
e but yet, he has been diſmiſſed from that office. Do not commit the 


te like offence again. 


1s ſhort, as amongſt the arts of government, information and know- 
ledge of the ſtate of the land, and of it's inhabitants, hold a principal 
rank; and the intereſt of the Legiſlator s in gathering knowledge, is al- 
ways to tranquilliſe and quick the people of God, by whoſe providence 
the Princes and Rulers have come to have the command and power over 
them; and as the happineſs and eaſe of the ſubject is their main concern; 
ſo, to obtain the above end, no leſs than four perſons have been appointed 
to diſcharge the duties of this one office of intelligence; to wit, the Vacaay 
-nugar or Remembrancer, the Sevanah-nugar or Gazetteer, the Qhotiah- 


neviſs or Secret-writer; and the Harcara or Spy; to the end, that ſhould any 


2 — 


(26) Theſe are verſes of thOEmperor' s compoſition ; a Prince, who uſed to write an in- 
finity of notes and letters with his own hand, and always to, add at the end, or any elſe where, 
| ſome verſes of his own. To a relation of his, Viceroy of Benzal, who had ſlided into ſome 
Hindoo cuſtoms, &c. &c. he wrote a letter of reprimand, which ended by theſe two 


elegant dyſticks: 
Deſtar-1 Zaafraani, ber fer, 


Oo Djame-i Erghavani, der ber 
Sen ſherif, Chehel ſheſh: | 


Aafrin, ber in riſh oo veſh. 


A yellow turbant upon the head, 
And a crimſon coat upon the ſhoulder. 
.. Your Highneſs is, I believe, full forty-ſi :: 
This is making indeed a bleſſed uſe of your beard and mein. 
One 


( 8%.) 
one or any two of them, attempt to ſend in writing an unfaithful account, 
ſtill che truth and real ſtate of things might ſoon be inveſtigated, by 
comparing their information with the accounts. written by the two or three 
others: a diſcovery always followed by the diſgrace of the faithleſs or 


uninformed writer, who never failed to be diſmiſſed from a poſt of honour 


and affluence, and to be conſigned to ſhame and diſtreſs. Now all thoſe 


offices being ſuppreſſed, it comes to paſs that not only in villages; but in 


towns and in renowned cities, the ſervants, the favourites, the dependants, 
nay very often, the very ſpies and emiſſaries of a Zemindar, having 
wriggled themſelves into the ſervice of Government, commit upon the 
inhabitants a variety of opreſſions and exactions, and always with the 
utmoſt ſafery; nor is there found a ſingle man to aſk them what they are 
doing: ſo far from there being any one to inflict a condign chaſtiſement 
upon them. It is then worth an obſerver's while to examine what kind 
of Government exiſted then, and how matters ſtand now; and what 


were the circumſtances of the ſubject then, and what they are to-day, 


Tux Fodjdars were. next in rank to the Nazems, or military governors 
of the provinces, and men of great diſtinction and note. Some of them ex- 
erted themſelves ſo meritoriouſly as to leave behind them the very Nazems 
themſelves, in whatever could promote the Imperial ſervice. Their exertions 
were ſo continual and ſo ſtrenuous, that thoſe officers were ſometimes more 
in favor with the Court than the latter, and often obtained more credit, and 
became objects of graces without number. Theſe officers were fixed in each 
Soobadary or Viceroyalty, actording to it's extent and the number of 
refractory Zemindars or great landlords in it; and ſeveral of theſe 
had under their commands bodies of ſome hundreds of troopers, and 


The Fojdars, 
or military com, 
manders of ſome 
frontiers and 
ſome difficult 
countries, 


- were decorated with the military grades of a thouſand horſe, ſome of 


a thouſand five hundred, of two thouſand, of two thouſand five hun- 
dred, and ſome few of three thouſand, and as far as four thouſand, 
with a numher of effective troopers, according to their ſtations, or the ne- 


Ja 


ceſſities 


cm) 


ceſfities of their paſt: they marched i in ſtate, with ſtandards Aiſptayed, and ket- 
tle drums beating, and lived with ſplendor and dignity in thoſe towns and 
fortreſſes, which were fixed and reſerved for their reſidences, All rheſe, 


fi f . | | oy 
„ 2 together with the Manſoobdars, the Paymaſters, the Remembrancers, the 
province he N | 


were under the Gazetteer, the Secret-writer, the head Spy, the Cazy or Judge; the 


orders of the mi- 


litary a well a Mufty or Biſhop, the Sadr or Grand Almoner, the Muhtaſib or Clerk 


civil ' governors, 


although inde- 


benden from Of the Market, the Imperial Divan, and the Daroga or Superintendent 
1 8 of the Juſtice- office, down to the very head meſſenger or Mirdaha, 
and down to his peons or meſſengers, and to the very Book. binder of that 
ſpot: all theſe were immediate ſervants of the Crown: every one of 
theſe held their offices immediately under the Emperor; but were attached 
to ſome particular part of the country, and fixed to ſome: particular duty; 
but in ſuch a manner, however, as to be totally independent from the 
Nazem; nor could any great man or Governor -general diveſt the loweſt 
of them, or turn him out of his office. As to the officers of the Di- 
vany, they were dependants of the Imperial Divan, or General- receiver, in 
whatever related to revenue and finances; but the Manſobdars or 
military dignitaries with their paymaſters and troops, were all dependent 
on the Fodjdar, who gave orders about arraying and marching their corps, 
chaſtiſing malefactors, or coereing turbulent people. The | Fodjdar's ſpecial 
buſineſs. was to take care that no overgrown Zemindar ſhould make pro- 
viſions of war inſtruments, ſuch as muſquets, or wall pieces, in any great 
quantity; or ſhould put in repair any old fort, or raiſe a new one on 
his own account. But if notwithſtanding all thoſe precautions, the Ze- 
mindar ſhould avail himſelf ſo far of ſome neglect or connivance, or 
chance, as to compaſs any fuch deſign, then the Fodjdar was to require 
him to ſurrender the above articles, and to. diſmiſs his troops. And 
in caſe of obedience, the Zemindar was to be forthwith: . removed 
from that ſpot and Zemindary; but -in: caſe he attempted to reſiſt, 
then the Fodjdar was to attack him immediately; to chaſtiſe him with ſe- 


8 verity, to demolif his caſtle; ans. to act with ſo much k. eee and vi- 


— 


gour, 
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gour, as that the refractory land-holder ſhould be reduced to extremity, and ratengvedutics 

henceforward obliged to wear in his ear the ring of obedience, as well as Fodjdar 
' to carry on his ſhoulders the trappings of ſubmiſſion, in ſuch a manner, 
a as to have it no more in his power to diſobey or to reſiſt. The Fodjdar 
was to drive the delinquent ſrom that ſpot, and never to ſuffer his reſiding 
again in it, unleſs by a ſpecial order from higher authority: ſtill-leſs was he 
to ſuffer him to recover a footing in his former poſſeſſions; but in caſe 
he had been able to lay hold of him, he was to ſend him to the Governor- 
general, priſoner and chained, or to keep him confined until he might receive 
orders reſpecting the diſpoſal of him: theſe he was to put in force, and to 
execute in a time of tranquillity; and meanwhile his buſineſs was to he at- 
tentive left other Zemindars ſhould turn refractory likewiſe, and in- 
vade the little Djaghirs and poſſeſſions of thoſe promoted to the enjoy- 


ment of Aimas, Amlacs, and other charity-lands. | 


2 Anornts buſineſs of the Fodjdar was to give chaſe to banditti and 
highwaymen, ſo as to prevent their finding a place of retreat; he was to 
hunt them down wherever he could diſcover any of their footſteps, and to 
put them to the ſword as ſoon as he had ſeen them. In ſhort, wherever 
he could perceive a malefackor, he was to purſue him inceſſantly, until 
he had torne up by the roots the hairs of his exiſtence and power; and in 
eaſe any one of thoſe banditti ſhould aſſemble in troops, and dare to ap- 
pear in ſuch bodies as might baffile or elude the exertions of one ſingle 
F odjdar, then the neighbouring Fodjdars were, upon his requiſition, to join 
kim forthwith, and to fall together upon the malefactors, driving them 
from poſt to poſt, and giving them combat upon combat, and engage- 
ment after engagement, until they had extirpated the whole of them; 
nor did any banditti in thoſe times dare to ſhew their faces in any of the 
lands belonging to the Revenue - office, or in the Amlacs, and Altimghas gi- | 
ven to neceſſitous people; nor did they attempt to oppreſs or plunder even 
the laweſt- of the tenants or farmers-refident on them. 5 | 
R Fo 155 Wrru 
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Wirn a to the particular ſtations appointed to. the Fodjdars in 
other provinces, I have not any information ſufficient on that head; nor 
would ſuch a liſt anſwer any great purpoſe; but as to the ſtations heretofore 
appointed to them in the provinces of Bengal and Azimabad, I know 
ſomething of them, as numbers of them have lived, for years together 
with honour and ſplendor in their offices; and they had formed friendſhips 
and alliances with the Governors of theſe countries: now as our family has 
enjoyed commands and offices in thoſe two provinces, I can afford a 
thorough notice of them; and as a mention of them would be proper 


hy, 


here, and in it's place, it is hereby offered to the public: and is as fol- 
lows: The eight Sercars, or grand diviſions of the province of Azim-abad 


were  Shah-abad and Rhotas, Mongher and Bahar, Champaran and 
Sarun, Tirhoot and Hadjipoor: theſe had Fodjdars ftationed, each 
of them with a body of from five hundred to one thouſand five hundred 
cavalry, or more or leſs, with a proportional number of thoſe Imperial 
officers mentioned juſt above, every one of whom were immediate ſer- 
vants of the Emperor's. Thoſe Fodjdars upon any ſudden emergency of 
importance, uſed to leave deputies in their ſtations, and co join together, 

in order to repair in a body to the Nazem or Governor: general. Nay, 
when the matter became paſt their united power, the Nazems of two 
or three contiguous provinces joined together, without waiting for an 
expreſs order from Court, and they provided for ſuch an emergency, as the 
caſe required; or if the matter chanced to be of ſuch a magnitude as 
exceeded their united efforts, it was provided for by the Emperor him- 
ſelf, who receiving daily information from every part of the Empire, 
diſpatched diſtinguiſhed Generals from his Court, or even, if he ſaw. fit, 
Imperial Princes, with conſiderable | armies and large trains of artillery; 
who had orders to exert themſelves with vigour in purſuing the expedi- 
tion to a ſucceſsful iſſue, or as long as any breath remained in their bodies; 
and were exhorted to exhibit their attachment to the State, as well as their 


perſonal valor, in bringing to an end an affair of that conſequence. 
Nee. 


Cem 


n 


Nevertheleſs, as ſome one happened ſometimes to ſhew a remiſſneſs in 
che diſcharge of ſuch a duty, ſuch a one was forthwith expoſed to 


the Emperor's diſpleaſure, to the contempt. and deriſion of his equals,, 


' and to a chaſtiſement adequate to his demerits. | 3 ' 


Tas Province of Bedgal was alſo divided into Fodjdaries: and, by 


what I can learn, into ten diſtricts that had Fodjdars: it was in the 
following order: Iſlam- abad-chatgam, Silhut, Rangpoor, Rangamatty ; 


the Caſtle of Djelal-gur-poorania 3 Radj-mahal- acbar-nagar, Radj-ſhahy, 
Bardvan, Midnipoor, and Bacſhy-bender-hoogly. All thoſe parts had 
Fodjdars; but Djehanghir-nagur-daca had a Nazem of it's own, with 
all the train of Imperial officers, mentioned above. All theſe were 


attached to their duties, and by their good government, the people of 
God, as well as the nobles enjoyed tranquillity and comfort; all diſtricts were 
well governed and quiet; and the people of God, ſatisfied with the Em- 


peror's munificence and kindneſs, were praying for ſtability to his reigo, 


and length of days to his life: they rehearſed the praiſes of his clemency 


and benignity; knew no enemies but his, and no friends, but his friends; 


nor did they ſee their own eaſe and happineſs any where, but in the eaſe 
and happineſs of their Princes. With their hearts, and tongues, and 
hands and feet t, they were zealouſly attached to their Monarch, and to any 


thing that appertained to him. In conſequence of ſuch adminiſtrations 
on one ſide, and ſuch ſentiments on the other, the country was populous 


Happy condĩi- 


tion of che In- 
dians under 
their native 


and flouriſhing, beyond imagination; and the inhabitants contented and Princ=s; 


happy, as well as ſincere: they lived with their doors open; for the means 
of ſubſiſtence being eaſy, and always at hand, the loweſt, as well as the 


_ higheſt, contented themſelves with being buſy only by day; for at night | 


. they drank long draughts from out of that cup of eaſe and pleaſure, which was 
_ preſented them by plenty and. ſafety; and they lived free from cares 
.apd, anxieties, The intent of commang, and ſovereignty was then no 


— —— 


— 
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ſecret 


(„* 
fecret at all: it was abroad: and the truth and ſinceriry of cleya- 


tion and dignity were public and expoſed to every one's nent. 


But the Empire having been declining theſe ſixty years paſt, the Em- 


perors became negligent, and the Grandees refractory and rebellious; 


And latterly 


under Aali- ver- 


dy-qhan. 


ſo that every Nazem has ſet up for independent and for a King; but yet, 
as none of theſe thought of departing from thoſe rules and maxims of 
government by which the Empire had hitherto flouriſhed, their domi- 
nions continued to be in good condition, and their ſubjects lived eaſy and 
contented; ſo that few, very few of them, knew any thing of ſufferings 
and miſeries; and matters remained in that condition, fo late as the very 
time when Aaly-verdy-qhan poſſeſſed himſelf of theſe three provinces, 
and choſe his reſidence in the middle of them. As he had a number of 
relations. and friends, and moſt of theſe were men of merit and abilities, 
he promoted them to offices of importance and truſt, in Which they 
ſtudied the welfare of the people, entruſteU to their care: for this Prince, 
although naturally valorous, and of an ambitious warlike turn of mind, 
Joined to his natural keenneſs and penetration, ſo much benignity of tem- 
per towards his immediate ſubje&s, and ſo much condeſcendence and 
lenity towards the Zemindars who behaved dutifully, that he ſeemed 
like a father living in his family, ſurrounded by his children and rela- 


tions. He raiſed every one of his friends to offices, equal in dignity 
to that of Fodjdars, without, however, ſuffering them to become negli- 
geat or oppreſſive: being ſtudious of governing his ſubjects with 


every ſentiment of benignity, love, and tenderneſs: very differ- 
ent in that from his predeceſſor, Ser- efraz-qhan, who ſuffered Air 
ſelf to be ſwayed by partialities about religion and rites, he looked up- 


on all his ſubjects to be creatures of one and the ſame God, and brothers 
of one and the ſame mother; and he uſed to promote Gentoos and other 


diſſenters, according to their merits, and Juſt on a footing with the Mu- 
fulmen themſelves. In fact, theſe people became his Miniſters, and his 


men in office, were promoted to * of five-thouland- houſe, and to 
offices 


e . 
with affairs of the utmoſt importance: no wonder then, if, having been 


made partakers of his fortune and powers, they not only remained quiet 
and happy, in the palm of that family's hand, but ſerved it with an | 


| exemplary zeal. And ſuch a conduct was founded in reaſon, as well as 
in policy: for an Emperor, or whoever may be-in his ſtead, being in 
fact the ſhadow of God, he muſt render himſelf conformable to his pro- 
totype; and as the Almighty chooſes to ſuffer the diverſity of caſts and 


religions amongſt his creatures; and he nouriſhes with an equal hand, 


thoſe that obey and thoſe that diſobey or diſregard his commands; ſo it 
becomes the Princes and Rulers of this worid to imitare his goodneſs in 
abſtaining from ſuch partialities, as would prove an inclination to one 


ſide. 


In the reign of that family, the ſums received from theſe countries, . 


were expended in theſe countries, and conduced to their very flouriſhing 
circumſtances : the inhabitants being eaſy about their own livelihood, were 
attached to his government, lived quiet and happy during his long reign, 
nor did they ever feel any inquietude about their ſubſiſtence; no wonder 
after that, if no diſturbances whatever were ever ſo much as heard of 
in his time, unleſs it was in a remote corner of theſe provinces, where 
reſided ſome refractory Zemindars. At Azim-abad, for inſtance, the 
Bodjp8rias uſed to commit now and then me diſorders : but the reſt of 
theſe countries enjoyed | abundance with a profound tranquillity. Matters 
| laſted on that footing, until Aaly-verdy-qhan came to depart this life, after his 
three nephews had already departed their's; and then there came upon the ſtage 
of the world ſuch a man as Seradj-ed-do8la, a Prince equally proud and 
ignorant, whoſe fate we have ſeen; and a Mir-djaafer-qhan, a man deſti- 
tute both of wiſdom and. common ſenſe, as well as void of all religion, 


whoſe adminiſtration, we have felt: and it was theſe two men, with their 


ſucceſſors, that gave a total overthrow to all thoſe inſtitutes and maxims 
of juſtice and government, which had rendered theſe countries ſo very 


ouriſhing by | 
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Unver the Engliſh governement the principal Zemindars being now 


3 att their own fate and the hinges of all buſineſs in their own lands; and 


reſtrained and 


kept under in having been ſo lucky as to curry ſome favor with their maſters; and all 
verament- > this. in contrariety to former inſtitutes, which held it as an invariable 
maxim, to keep them low; theſe people do now juſt as they pleaſe, and 
in what manner they pleaſe; nor do they make any thing of fighting 
amongſt themſelves, and killing and ſlaughtering their ſubjects; whilſt the 
Fodjdar dares not to quarrel with them, and is even afraid to give them 
| an order, or to revenge the oppreſſed ones upon thoſe tyrants, or even to 
reclaim from their hands the property of thoſe travellers whom they have 
deſpoiled: or if at any time the Fodjdar chances to 1eceive any ſuch thing 


from their hands, he keeps it to himſelf, as if to verify thoſe. verſes of 


Sheh-ſaady, (upon whom be mercy for ever): 


Once a ſheep was by a ſtout man 
» Reſcued from the jaws and graſp of a wolf, | 
*© But at night the man drew his knife and cut the ſheep” throat: 
* The animal, in expiring, did not fail to utter theſe words with a groan : 


e no purpoſe did'ft thou' ſnatch me from the wolf i graſp, 
Since at laſt thou proveſt to be a wolf thyſelf. 


IT is from ſuch men that the Engliſh have received theſe countries and 


Fog? from them have they obtained all the inſtructions they want: ſo that thoſe 


ie is exerciſe ſtrangers hearing, for inſtance, of the Fodjdary office, and how uſeful and ſalu- 


now, becomes ; 
carat $5 Wn LIP it was in former times, they have ſet up the like officers every where in 


grievances 


the natives. their dominions ; and, in imitation of the antient Princes of this country, 


they beſtow on them large ſums of money; but yet to very little purpoſe, 
and to no benefit at all: for the office itfelf anſwers no other end in theſe 
days, than that of multiplying oppreſſion, and of tormenting in private 
and public the inhabitants of thoſe large towns and famous eities that 
had ſerved in times of yore for ſtations to the former Fodjdars;' inſomuch 
that whilſt the ſobs and groans of the oppreffed are reaching the very 
canopy of heaven, thoſe officers go on approving themſelves incapable 


LIES 


of performing the buſineſs expected from them. The Fodjdary of theſe 
new Fodjdars is entirely pointed againſt the principal inhabitants of 
thoſe large towns and eities, as we have been mentioning; for 
now it conſiſts only in circumventing and involving unwary people, 
in every artful accuſation and chicanery which they can deviſe, that they 
may ſqueeze from them a few pence; and this they do, without the leaſt 
anxiety about their being called to an account; having already provided 
a ſtrong intereſt with the head of their brotherhood (26), and knowing full 
well, how little the Engliſh care about what concerns us, poor natives ; 
and how little Hindoſtanies can find acceſs to the Governor-general (27), 


or 


—— 


| (26) Mahmed-reza-qhan. 


(27) So the Author thought, at a particular calamitous criſis, when Governor Haſtings, 
groaning under the weight of an exterior multifarious war, that devoured every reſource 
of the Company; and harraſſed by inteſtine perſonal broils, that gave him no reſt, 
could afford very little of his time to private affairs; and yet it was at that very time 
that any man who had buſineſs with him, might ſpeak to him from fix in the mor. 
ning to eight at night. But the Author did not mind that the number of ſpeakers 
amounted ſometimes to thirty, and we have counted eighteen in a morning. There is an 
adage in India, which ſays that never will any man's worth be known; but when he 
is dead or gone, He is gone afar now; and if we may judge that extraordinary man by 
the ſtandard of the public voice, the tide of admiration and regret runs now very high in 
his favor; the natives are unanimous in his behalf, and even amongſt the Engliſh, the 
diſſenting voices, if any at all, are but few, 

As to the accuſations brought in general againſt the Engliſh by the natives, they 
may amount to theſe: that of ſo many Engliſh that have carried away ſuch princely 
fortunes from this country, not one of them has ever thought of ſhewing his grati- 
tude to it, by finking a well, digging a pond, planting a public grove, raiſing a 
caravanſera, or building a bridge; and that even where there are bridges already, they 
never fail to clog them with a toll, if they but make any flight repairs to any of 
them. Theſe accuſations are true; but cannot, however, much affect the national character 
of the Engliſh, who being to a man occaſional ſojourners, have no time to conceive an 
affection for this country; and the proof of this aſſertion, may be found in the following 
particulars: Governor Haſtings, who lived long enough in this country to have con- 
ceived an affection for-it, has left ample proofs of his being a lover of it, as well as a 
keen-fighted ſtateſman. He has built and endowed at Calcutta a Seminary of Mahometan 
law; a ſettlement pointed out by policy itſelf, and uſeful to government as well as to 
the. natives: He has eftabliſhed in the uncultivated parts of Bengal colonies of invalid 
Talingas or Sipahees, to whom he has allotted waſte lands, rent free; an eſtabliſhment 
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or to the men in authority, ſo as to. converſe with them, and. to make 
a repreſentation of their grievances: hence thoſe men go on in their 
iniquities with the greateſt ſecurity, tormenting the people of God, by 
every artifice and oppreſſion they can contrive. So ſmall a branch of buſi- 
neſs as this, which in little cities was heretofore ſo eaſily performed by 
a Cutwal, with honor to himſelf and advantage to the public, is found to af- 
ford now employment for a multitude of illuſtrious F odjdars, whoſe names 


and titles are ſuch, that with the proud tip of their caps they ſeem. to 


rub the canopy of heaven: whilſt by exerciſing every art of oppreſſion 
and injuſtice, they render themſelves odious and contemptible in 
every blind alley, as well as in every frequented market; nor does it 
appear that their office, as eftabliſhed by the Govertior-genieral and. Com- 
mittee throughout the Company's dominions, conſiſts in any thing more 
than in ſuppreſſing the banditti, highwaymen, and thieves; in, puniſhing 
choſe that dare betake to that profeſſion; in hindering people from killing 
or plundering each other; and in providing againſt theft,  fornica- 
tion, and murder: all this buſineſs was eafily done in the times of 
Ali-verdi-qhan, as well as long before him, by the Cutvals in great cities, 


and even elſewhere by thouſands of little Aamils and little Regiſſers, who 


. 1 : 4 1 1 1 1 


ſo obvious, ſo common in the Roman and in the Gothic feudal governments, ſo like 
Colombus's egg, and which, however, never occurred to any one, but when it was 
effected and done: an eſtabliſhment, which by confering happineſs on thouſands of natives, 
has riveted the Engliſh dominion in this country better than would a hundred citadels. 
There is another important, very important benefit, confered by Governor Haſtings on 


this country: a benefit ſo unknown in Europe, ſo much unknown even to the Engliſh 


of Bengal, and nearly forgotten by the natives themſelves, although they reap” every 
day the advantages reſulting from it: we mean the ſuppreſſion of thoſe numerous cho- 
keys and toll-houſes, that infeſted all the rivers, as well as every road in Bengal, twenty years 


ago. If then there remains ſtill ſome internal trade in Bengal; if ſome new branches 


of commerce have been introduced; if an infinity of crimes, concuſſions and oppreſſions 
of all ſorts, have been put an end to; if diſparitions of boats and crews have become 


incomparably leſs common: all that is owing to that ſuppreſſon of thoſe toll-houſes, 


thoſe ſinks of all crimes; crimes and oppreſſions which all the world were exclaiming 
againſt, but which none but himſelf had either the genius or the courage to put an end to, 
by a decifive ſtroke that has ſecured twenty-five lacs of cuſtoms to the 1 1 no 
leſs ezſe to the gov erned, than to the governor. cf 


l performed 


(< #3) 


performed it better than theſe pompous Fodjdars of our days did at any 
time. The difference between thoſe gentlemen on one hand, and the Cutvals 


4 


and Regiſſers of former times, on the other, conſiſts in this, that theſe 


laſt, for fear of accuſations and after-reckonings, did not dare to com- 
mit any oppreſſions or inſolences whereas their ſucceſſors, proud of | BJ 
their dignities and connections, and ſenſible of the negle& of the En- | | 1 
gliſh in theſe matters, fear no man, and dread no conſequence, but 'severe biste 


againſt Mahme d 


launch into every oppreſſion which they can think of, endeavouring eſpe- r<2a:quan, ad 
his ſubſtitutes» 


1 
cially to circumvent by every ſpecies of chicanery, and to render con- 15 
| 


Pd temptible and of ſmall account, thoſe men of antient families and high 


deſcent, and eſpecially ſuch as have made it a point to keep clear of | 
them; and if at any time complaints find their way to the Governor-ge- 
neral, they are huſhed down by the authority and mediation of their head | 
protector; who, for fear of accuſations againſt himſelf, and of conſequent 
diſmiſſion to his people, puts in motion ſo many reſorts, and ſacrifices | 
ſo much money, that the poor injured one is kept aſunder from inſpec- 


{ 
| | by” 
tion and redreſs. | | | 12 


Axp now that we have been expoſing, in a ſuccin&, curſory manner, 
the inſtitutes and maxims of this land, and have pointed out what end 
was intended in each of them by our aatient Law givers, it becomes 
our duty as Hiſtorians, to relate what is become of the intent and aim 
of thoſe inſtitutes in theſe our days; and to explain briefly, and with 
the candor of a faithful witneſs, ſuch Parts of the Engliſh government 6 
as differ totally from, or even claſh eſſentially with, 'the cuſtoms and Tl 
uſages by which theſe countries. haye once flouriſhed: -for it is to this | 7 
diverſity of cuſtoms and inſtitutes, and to that contrariety alone, that we muſt 1 
recur, whenever we attempt to account for that conſtant failure which if 


has attended every endeavor of their's in whatever tended to bring order 


into this country; and it is to that cauſe alone that we are to look | 


j—7·7˖.. — 
<< ” <4 
. — 


up for the origin of thoſe troubles and thoſe confuſions that have 
| I - 


been, 


— — 


( 580* J* | 


| been, and are the bane and ruin of the inhabitants of this country. 


Let this animadverſion of our's ſtand as a monument, that has found fa- 


vour with the minds of the enlightened ones: let it be inſtrumental in gi- 


This country, 
ſeeming to have 
no apparent ma- 
ſter, is of courſe, 
under the pre- 
dicament of a 
houſe untenant- 
ed. 


ving a turn to confuſion, in transforming it in to order, and in rendering 
it conducive to the relief of the oppreſſed people of God, as well as to 
the comfort of thoſe that are ſuffering in their minds for the ſakes of 
the oppreſſed ones! O God, I aſt your grace: vouchſafe me your 222 
ance! (27). | ES 155 


IT muſt be obſerved, firſt of all, that ſince the conqueſt made by 
the Engliſh of theſe three provinces, this country ſeems to have had no 
maſter at all; and this, becauſe there is no apparent owner, whoſe chil- 
dren and offspring might be intereſted in inheriting his eſtate: this is ſo 
far true, that even on the fuppoſition that the Engliſh nation at large, 
are the owners of this land, ſtill ſhall it be acknowledged that the 
Company 1s not one individual: it is a numerous body; nor are the 
members of it permanent: on the contrary, it is daily renewed; ſo that 
whoever chuſes to employ his money that way, has only to join his ſtock 
to the old fund, and from that moment, he becomes an aſſociate, and 
is a member of the Company; and therefore the conſtituent parts are 
never permanent; nor is any ſupreme ruler appointed, to whom every 
one, from year to year, may be obliged to render an account, and to 
ſhew his face. No wonder then, if in ſo ſhort a period as theſe twenty 
years paſt, theſe countries have been bleſſed by no leſs than ſix or | 


ſeven perſons prepoſed to the Government of Bengal. Hence it comes to 


paſs, that the man who is to be appointed, is not certain of his ſtay, nor has 
he full power over his buſineſs; he muſt confult and manage with four 
or five men that that are called the Committee; and theſe are perpe- 
tually at variance with each other, and perpetually in ſuſpenſe about 
their own ſtaying,” and their being ſucceeded by another. If then a houſe 


—— 
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(27) A Paſſage of the Coran, 
| that 
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that has no owner is not likely to be tenanted, and ſuch a houſe is likely to 
totter for want of repairs, and at laſt will become ruinous in a little time; 
ſo likewiſe a country of this immenſe extent, having no apparent maſter, muſt 
in time ceaſe to flouriſh, and at laſt muſt fall to decay. And what ſhall we 
anſwer to a man that will tell us that a ſtranger always wants to 
draw his own profit, be it from a houſe or from a kingdom; that in- 
tent on his own views, he little cares about what ruins ſhall remain 
after him; and that it becomes highly improbable that for the benefit of his 
ſucceſſors, himſelf meanwhile ſhould forego his perſonal advantage by 
taking care that nothing be ſpoiled? Only if he be inclined to mind 
future examinations and after-reckonings, he will be cunning enough 
to manage ſo as that the ruin he is likely to leave behind be not 
imputable to him: nor are we to expect that future Governors will 


be inclined to afford many exceptions to ſuch a rule; for it is certain that 


all that has been performed by Governor Huſhtin, wts on the mere 
ſtrength of his own genius, and by taking the events upon himſelf 
without being moved by the perpetual oppoſition which he continually 
received from the Members of the Committee; or being ſenſibly diſcou- 
raged by their rancorous diſpoſitions, ſuch an exception is too uncom- 
mon to be deemed a rule ; it is what he alone had the courage to 
undertake, and what no one but himſelf would have dared to venture 
upon; and what no one, to this day, has attempted: ſuch an ange proves 
nothing againſt our aſſertion; for ſtill will it be found, that in conſe- 
quence of the neceſſity of yielding a title, and of paying a regard to 
the Members of the Committee, and in conſequence of the diſſentions 
that aroſe amongſt them, many a valuable occaſion has been loſt, and it 
will be confeſſed by both ſides that many a good buſineſs has been ſpoiled 
and undone for b of concert; nor have we done with theſe broils 


yet ; for we have yet to ſee in what manner all that great man's 


endeavours are likely to terminate. 


| 8 Nox 


Men of con- 
feſſed abilities, 
and ſuperior ge- 
nius, eternally 
thwarted andime 
peded by majo- 
rities ſent from 
Europes 


- 
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Nox is this caſe ſingular; it is that of all the perſons under his Govern- 
ment: for the fix diſtricts into which the Engliſh had divided this 
country, are each of them governed by five or fix perſons, all diſ- 
agreeing amongſt themſelves, and each of them a prey to endleſs di- 
viſions and diſputes; nor is there a head over them all, with full power 
and authority: on the contrary, he that might be their head, has not 
himſelf any hopes of his remaining in his poſt long: ſo that intent upon his 
own concerns, he keeps his ears eternally pricked up againſt every report of 
change and confirmation. Beſides all that, there is another defect, and 
which is this: that if theſe five or ſix happen to differ eſſentially about 
any matter of importance, they' are obliged to apply to the Governor 
2nd Council, and to wait for orders from thence: and this Governor 
and Council, obliged to partage their attention betwixt that infinity of 
public tranſactions, and buſineſs that concern their dominions and con- 
queſts; and that other infinity of matters that concern their own ſtate 
of perſonal warfare; what betwixt watching over their dominions in 
theſe provinces, and anſwering very long letters from Europe; guard- 
ing againſt their national enemies abroad, both in Europe and H indoſtan, 
and providing againſt perſonal enemies at home; betwixt examining accounts 
of corors of rupees, and providing for the Company's mercantile purchaſes; 
betwixt receiving as Sovereigns the revenues of ſo many dominions in 
their old and new conqueſts: what with theſe, and an infinity of other 
avocations, public or private, theſe men, with ſuch a load of buſineſs 
on their ſhoulders, have no time to anſwer letters of Provincial Coun- 
cils, or to give the proper orders thereon. They diſpatch what buſineſs they 
think moſt urgent, and write anſwers to the Provincial Councils, Juſt 
as they find time and opportunity; elſe matters remain at a ſtand for 
years together, in thoſe parts, or are determined, at laſt, as the Provin- 
cial Counſellors can agree together, or as it appears expedinet to the 
foremoſt of them, or as it is moſt eaſy of execution, whether right or 


* 


wrong. 
WERE 


* 


( : ) 


— 


4 Weitz” any of thoſe= Gentlenſen prepoſed to the direction of aſfites, | 
with ' reſponſibility * attached to his office} and were che regulation of 


thoſe provincial pärts fixed on him, and himſelſ allowed to ſtay long 
enough in his office to acquire knowledge and credit, ſo as to be 
convinced aſſuredly that che bad or good ſtate” of fach a ety would "be 
HJaid to his N and imputed to his management; there is 10 
doubt but ſuch a man would look upon ſuth a ety” As his own free. 


The fobordi- 
nate Rulers do 
not ſtay long 


enough in their 


employ ments. N 


olg, and Mond Grit Kira" to the utmoſt of his Power in promoting 


it's welfare: there is 0 dbüßt- Bur thi" fue 4 an, for fear of after 


reckonings abbut! 4 diininimtibn öf- inhabſt wk 41427 Pevetites, © would 
give himſelf no reſt in quictikg and clierifhin che” Hite, and i 

making that diſtrict Hoüriſming' And Kappy ; © whereby then country would 
hecome more populous, an Hlaſſeif⸗ would be the better for it in his 
private concerns. But as the” Cötifcils and Committees are packed up 
now, every one of the members. intent only upon removing every 
ſuſpicion of fault or miſbehavibür from his own perſon, and making it 
faſt upon his neighbour's ſhoulders ® after which he thinks himſelf «4h 
No wonder _—_ if they are erernally at variance ich each other, e 


. {1 
= 


Ix appears by ancient 8 hav go back as far as the creation of the 


& : 


world; that whenever theſe countries have been invaded by foreign armies, the 


conquerors always divided into two diſtin&t bodies, that had different views: 
ſome of them; who did not intend to ſtay, and æhought only of ſlaugh- 
ter and plunder, made haſte to diſplay the ſtandard of return, and 
to begone, as ſoon as they had got plundet and booty enough to 
gratify their ararice; thoſe men wanting from chis land jewels only and 
money, by whatever means they mighe be obtained, killed and plu. 
dered as faſt as they could, and then went away. But there were 
others that thought! in à quite different manner; and theſe intenck. 
ing 40 ſettle for ever, and to fix the fobt of reſidence and her 
WHARF 2 in theſe countries, had a mind of rurning their” = 6 hog 
by”: +: K * into 


. 
- — — - 2 — ba y 
a - =_ — => - - — - —_ — 
- 2 - PS 7 * >< . » 
OR - = ? 5 — 
— * — 
=_— 7 2 — — - 
* * . 


_ - 
"LM - * 


— 
— 
— — — 
„ oo x. 5 


— _ — : — — 
NE x 
XY: 


| 
; 
| 


tenderneſs of the 
Indian Emperors 
towards the con- 

quered. 


(a 
Benignity ane into a patrimony for themſclyes, and of making it their propetty and 


their inheritance: theſe never failed to aſſemihle as many as had re- 


mained from the ſlapghter, and to cheriſn them in the palm of the hand 


of benevolence: theſe bent the whole ſtrength, of their genius in ſecuring 


the happineſß of their new ſubjeQs; nor did they ever abate any thigg 
from their efforts, until they bad intermarried with the natives, and got 
children and families from; them, and had become . naturalized, Their 


immediate ſucceſſors having learned the language of che countty, beha- 


ved to it's inhabitadts as, brothers of, One, mother and one languages, and 
ö e che Gentoos 5 to beg rah ard Ae 


. 


gion, tenets, 6 rites, as will F Nats al-Mafalmen Med 150 
profane, in their eyest, and althopgh ther Keep up a ſtrangeneſs of ideas 
and practices, which beget a wide difference.in cuſtoms and actions vet in 
proceſs of time, they drew nearer and nearer: and as ſoon as fear and 
averſion had worne away, we fee that this diſſimilarity and aliegation have 
termiaar-d in friendſhip and union; and that the two nations have, come to 
coaleſce together into one whole, like milk and ſugar that have .recei- 
ved a ſimmering. In one word, we have ſeen them promote heartily 
each other's welfare, have common ideas, like brothers from one and 
the ſame mother, and feel for each other, as children of the ſame fa- 
mily: and this is ſo far true, that from the moment the ſop of the new 
Prince had acquired the name of preſumptive heir, from that moment 


ſubmiſſion and acquieſcence; became a thing of courſe, and an article 


of faſhion: every one yielding to him a willing. obedience, and think- 
ing that none was ſo worthy of dominion and government as him- 
ſelf: and this fenſe of attachment became reciprocal; for the reigning 
Emperor and his Imperial Prince, looking henceforward upon this land 
to be their patrimony and inheritance, conceived as much affection for 
their new ſubjects, as if they had been their children: fully ſenſible that 
they would all join together ſo heartily in xepelling the common enemy, 


as 


(585. ) 
28 to make him Joſe every hope of any public or private aſſiſtance. For 
ſuch is e 0 and precept, in theſe two n 


1 we £4 4 


The ſubjeck i is a tree; if you cherith i it, 

6 59 You will eat of it's fruit, to your heart's deſire. 
Thoſe Princes, therefore, thoroughly ſenſible that the ſtrength and fiimineſs 
of their government and power reſted on the number and eaſe of | their 
ſubjects, and rhe conſequent cultivation of the land, did every thing in 


their power to keep them quiet and happy: and this is that which rendered 


their dominions* flouriſhing, and the ly in u. People contented 
and wealthy, bh alſo ſubmiſive. 
Bog nin b% 5 | 
E VERSES RM r,, 
| Be kind to the ſubjed, and * nothing from foreign wars 
For when a ! is Juſt, the love of his ſubject, is for him a mighty army. 


17 . 


1 rave had 'myſel opportunities of ſeeing with my own n eyes, and of 
hearing with my own ears, the conſequences of good and bad . govern- 
ment; and this happened at the time when the Shah-zada-aaly- goher, 
who i is now our Emperor, under the name of Shah- aalem, was waging 
war "againſt | the Engliſh nation in the plains of Azimabad. As 


| ſoon as it became certain that the Imperial Prince intended an expedition 


into the province of Bahar, and that he was coming to Azimabad, there 


was not an inhabitant, or a citizen, who, on the ſtrength of the favors and 
good. government which they had formerly experienced from the Prince's 
forefathers and anceſtors, did not pray for victory to him, and for proſpe- 
rity to his undertaking: they ſeemed to have but one mouth and but one 
heart, on that ſubject, although not one of them had yet received any 
favor from him, or taſted of the crumbs thut might have fallen from the 


tabl e of his goodneſs; but when he came himſelf, and they experienced 
from his unruly troops and from his diſorderly Generals, every act of op- 
preſſion and extortion imaginable; and, on the other hand, they ſaw every 
day what a ſtrict diſcipline the Engliſh officers of thoſe days did obſerve, 


and 


IL 
if 
(| 
{ 
"y 
1 
1 


C } 
wa how thoſe amongſt them thatytravelleds tarried, ſo ſtrict a land apon 
their people; as to quffer not ſa blade» of graſdd be touched or - ſpoiled, 
and no kind of injury to he offered to the feebleſt. wan; then indeed the 
ſcales were turned, and When theo lame. Pritite made his ſecond and third 
expedition, into thoſe parts, I heard; the peaple load: him with Icprgga- 
tions, and pray for. victory and proſpericy to the Engliſh. army. But choſe 
ſame people feel nothing fon. ;thgm now: fully. ſenſible that theſe,newrrylers 
pay no regard o or attention to the concerns of Hindoſtanies, and, chat they 
ſuffer them to be mercileſsly plundered, fleeced, oppreſſed asd ſormented by 


thoſe officers of their appointing, and by, their other dependams3,, thoſe 
ſame people, I ſay, reduced now to deſpair, have altered their language, and 


totally changed 1 in their hearts, on finding that their rulers had 10 far altered 


has e 2 a1 97 Ys 


from what they had ſeemed: to be. 2 1 
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AMonosT the various grievances complained of, this 1 is one of the moſt 


HOLTON Tre 
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| ſtinging kind: the head Harcara, or head Spy, in ſeveral of the beſt Egg: 


His. 


liſh houſes, never fails to become their Major Domo, ang the hinge. upon 


71110 


1144 


which turn moſt tranſactions, although. he ſhould be, as he 1 is in general, 
a man of the loweſt clan, and of the vileſt. kind (28). <7 This man, for, the 
ſake of ſhewing his power, is ever diſpoſed | to uſe Gentlemen of anticnr 
or illuſtrious families i in an unworthy manner. Should, avy one of thoſe; unfor- 


tunate men, tired of eternal inſults and floppages, carry | his hymiliation ſo far 
SJLGSTN1 ALE FOI: 


as to ſubmir to fuck uſage, and dimonor himſelf by making 4 preſent, he 
is allowed to walk farther within theahouſe, and to, appear, in in the maſter's 
preſence; elle, if he pretend to intrench himſelf within the, prerogative of 


5 $19” b l. 1 


| his rank and birth, he from chat moment becomes es to a Variety. 9 
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Dre, 


(28) There are in Hindia mi or tribes; N all tern 10 2 ir, 
humihation, and to the loweſt and moſt loathſome offices. of ſoeietys nor will an Indian, 
although ready enough to put up with a foreigner or any other man, bear to ſee any of 
thoſe'viſe-born ſellows in office: a delicacy Which is interwoven in the Hindian n religion 


1 


ck Sehe b and Which 1 is too little de to. e eib e 05 
| | + 
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29nd without being ever bs to go as far as the maſter's hall of The rt en 


of the decline of 


audience. This head Spy, already linked and 1 in confederacy with the the proſperity of 


theſe countries 
is the natural 


moonſhy (or Perſian ſecretary ), and the. divan, (or confidant), as well as unſociableneſs of 


wick every one of the dependants of 2 houſe, gives what turn e — 


inucceſſibleneſs 


he pleaſes to any petitioner's buſineſs, and meanwhile he enjoys the of — 
higheſt influence in the deciſion; whilſt gentlemen of high deſcent 
and great pretenſions are left in the antichamber, ranged againſt the wall 
like fo many ſtatues, and in fact they are deemed ſo many by-ſtanders 
of no account. This grievance is to be found, not in this or that houſe, 
it is found in all: every man in office has ſuch a houſehold, upon ſuch 
a Pattern, and ſuch a ſet of people about him; and although he be 806 
the * ruler of the country, yet wherever he goes, he is ſure of 


ating Sovereign: now every houſchold being compoſed of ſuch a 


| ſer of ſeryants, as have been deſcribed, it follows that as the people of 


this land ſtand, every one of them, in the relation of ſubjects, with 
reſpect to the Engliſh, it may be eaſily conceived what muſt be the caſe 
of the former, and how little probability there is for their yielding a 
Blind obedience to ſuch a numerous ſet of maſters, and to ſuch numerous ſets 
of ſervants and dependants. 


Tax ſecond cauſe which contributes to raiſe a wall between the con- N fond 
. caute is the di 


. * - 4 - in ference of lan- 

querors and the conquered, is their differing in language, as well as in rence of fan- 
, > almoſt ve 

almoſt every action and every cuſtom in life, aftion in life, 

£ Nit 3 FLIRU »* | between the 

couquerors and 


Tu tongue, which is the key of the treaſures of the heart and mind, **<>wrred. 
and which ferves as a medium to ſtrengthen the bands of ſociety, as well 


as an organ to unlock the ſecrets of the heart, happens to be deprived 


of it's office between the Hindoftanies and the Engliſh: moſt of the 
Englifh gentlemen do not underſtand the language of their ſubjects, and 
none of thefe laſt underſtand a word of Engliſh: it follows of courſe, that 
a company of Hindians having buſineſs with their Engliſh rulers, looks 
1 n like a number of pictures ſet up againſt the wall; and this 

5 L happens 
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(an,) 


happens not only becauſe the gentlemen having always a deal of buſineſs of 
their own to tranſact, cannot b d much of their time to others; but 
chiefly becauſe they cannot underftand each other, and are unable to 


have a communication of ideas: whence it ſöllo z that no, benefit is 


reaped by either deſcription of men from ſuch an intercourſe: bur as the 


Hindians are always the petitioners, they always prove the greateſt loſers 
from that inconvenience, being always at a loſs what to do next. And if 
the Moonſhy or the Divan happen to be the interpreter of chinmuni. 
cation, and the canal of comprehenſion and explanation, it becomes 
neceſſary for the petitioner, that after having ſaid a few words to the 
maſter, he explain the reſt entirely to the Moonſhy, on which oc- 
caſion the latter aſks the whole matter over again; and it is ſeldom 
but the ſuitor is thereby put off his guard, and gives riſe to much dif- 
content and much diſſatisfaction on either ſide. Were theſe men 
now, who rule every where, to remain for a length of time in command, 
they would become acquainted with the language, cuſtoms, and uſages 
of one diſtrict, and would acquire a full knowledge of the ſeveral indivi- 
duals that dwell in the ſame: nor is there any doubt, but that they would 


rule much better, and become much likelier to promote the welfare of the 


people, than would be a ſtranger, who always comes thoroughly unac- 


quainted with either men, language, or country. 


Om the other hand, as theſe rulers have all their neceſſaries from their 


own country, it follows that the handy-craftſmen and artificers of this land 


ſuffer conſtantly, live in diſtreſs, and find, it difficult to procure. a liveli- 
hood ſufficient to ſupport their-lives: for as the Engliſh are now the rulers 
and the maſters of this country, as well as the only rich men in it, to whom 
can thoſe poor people look up for offering the productions of their art, ſo 
as to benefit by their expences ? It is only ſome artificers that can find a 
livelihood with the Engliſh, ſuch as carpenters, filyer-ſmiths, iron-ſmiths, 
&c, nay, they ſubſiſt upon better terms than they did under the 

RR | Hindoſtany 
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Hindoſtany Government; and poſſibly two or three trades - more, the 
names whereof I cannot now recolle&aimay fare the better for theſe ſtran- 
gers; but as to thoſe numerous artificergiff, other denominations, they have 
no other reſource left than that of begging or thieving: numbers, there- 
ſore, have already quitted their homes and countries; and numbers, un- 


willing to leave their abodes, have made a covenant with hunger and 
diſtreſs, and ended their lives in a corner of their cottages. To 
heighten this picture now, let us imagine that at ſuch a time of gene- 
ral diſtreſs and want of employment as this, when to get a meal at 
night is become a matter of ſo much diffi culty; we are perpetually 
curſed wirh ſhoals of peons or meſſengers, and conſtables of the F 0dj- 
| dary office, all let looſe upon the neceſſitous people, whom they tor- 
ment by every invention which chicane and accuſation can contrive. Theſe 


wretches, under pretence of diet-money to themſelves, harraſs the peo- 
ple with ſo much cruelty, that the ſhaft has funk to the quick, and 
the knife has cut through to the bone; and it is thus that the Fodj- 
dary office, originally ſet up for the eaſe of the ſubject, has been Per- 
verted into a ſcene of extortion and tyranny. Nor does ſuch an evil come 
alone and by itſelf; it comes along with the want of employment, and the 
want of ſubſiſtence, and over and above the vexation of being often impreſ- me 
_ fed for publick ſervice. Nor does that evil make any diſtinction betwinkt 15 
the high, the low, or the middling; nor is there any one to recur to bg. 
in ſo much diſtreſs, but God Almighty. As the Engliſh gentlemen, 
to rid themſelves of the neceſſity of hearing theſe poor people, have | 
made them over to the Fodjdars, and theſe Fodjdars; with their fab- . 
ſtirutes, find their own welfare i in undoing theſe poor people ; they go on . 
without remorſe in their iniquitaus proceedings, and make nothing of 
ſpreading} every day, upon their table the carcaſe of ſome wretched, as 


an addition to their deſert, 


The melting of the candle affords a hold + to wr ih; 
The oppreſior finds his livelihood oy to the e oppreſed, 
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Thanks be to God, that ſince the Fodjdary has been taken from the 


Indians, and lodged in the hands of Engliſh gentlemen, "theſe vialenges 
have ceaſed, and che weather sta little cleared up for che poor, 
May God 1 that in other! martens . evil 0 be 3 
"UP Oe 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| PR hd 
1 

| 

| 

| 


* 
4 8 &@ K+ & 


The third Tus third pwr that TA 7 ml * & the country, and 


gets 'Droves, a bar to the happineſs. of the people, may be found. out in the 


and mutations 


in poſts of trult endleſs variations in the perſons, appointed to poſts of truſt and charges 


and importance. 


\ 
| 
| Kae e ee lea l, Je race , 


In this country the cuſtom was, firſt of all to enquire thovroughly 

- into any one s faculties, and abilities; to examine into his fitneſs, and 
into the goodneſs of his character, and then to appoint him to an office: 
where, as ſoon as his talents, his exattitude, and his good management, 
bad been put to the teſt, he was confirmed of courſe; and he acquired 
daily an experience, which enabled him to difpatch buſineſs with fo much 
vivacity and ſteadineſs, that life was like a parterre laid out with odo- 
Tiferous flowers of delightful * hues. But theſe rules and maxims are 
not adhered to by the Engliſh: they appoint to offices, at their pleaſure, 
or on powerful recommendation, or on the ſeniority of rank, without 
minding whether the appointed is compleat'y incapable of fulfilling his 
duty, or unlikely ever after to acquire abilitieg; for it has been often ex- 
perienced, that one of them being appointed to an office to which he was 
2 complete ſtranger, managed ſo well as to acquire a ſtock of knowledge 
by and abilities that would now entitle. him to ſuch an appointment of courſe, 
were he to be appointed hereafter to it; when lo! preſently ſuch a man 
way rransferred elſewhere, and another appointed in. his ſtead; Who was as 
compleat a ſtranger to the duties of that ſtation as had been the former: 
and whereas the _ Engliſh have beſides a cuſtom of coming for a number 
of years, and then of going away to pay a viſit to their native country, 


| | without any one of them ſhewing an inclination to fix himſelf in this land, 
| hence 
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hence ignorance. 46d incapacity come to be trdeiſinlendl from hand to 
hand; and as they Join to that euſtom that other one of their's, which 
every one of thoſe emigrants holds to be of divine obligation; I 
mean, that of "ſcraping together as mneh” money in this country as they 
can, and carrying it in immenſe ſums to the kingdom of England; ſo 


it is not ſurprizing at all if theſe two cuſtoms blended together ſhould 


be ever undermining and ruining this country; and, ſhould become an eter- 
nal bar to it's ever flouriſhing again. The caſe was different heretofore: it 
was theſe gentlemen that imported every year gold and ſilver into this 
land, where joining that which was already in the land, it procured 


an abundant” circulation, and promoted every one's good. Still notwith« 


flanding all thoſe diſcouragements, it | appens ſometimes that a man once 
promoted to an office, acquires in a courſe of years ſuch a ſtock of 
knowledge, and ſuch abilities, as afford hopes of his continuing in it, 
and of his ruling according to thoſe abilities of his which he has heen at 
fo much pains. to hoard up; when ſtraight there. comes upon him a 
hs groupe of two or three men from Europe, who know nothing of buſi- - 
neſs, but are ſuperior to him in rank or ſeniority or influence; and theſe 
take poſſeſſion of his poſt, while the man of abilities and merit, diſguſted 
and diſcontented at his being deprived of what he deſerved,” thinks of 
E going home, and of leaving the field to the diſpoſal of the ignorant 
new-comers, who now ir i in his ſtead; and in their ignorance of men 
and things, are immediately ſurrounded and hooked in by a ſet of wa- 
ry artificious . fellows,” who by hanging out falſe lights, and ſhewing them 
pretended” ' flowery paths and falſe gardens ever green, find means 
to lead them by the noſe, and to become mean while the center 
and hinges of every matter of importance: to the utter ruin of all the 
good which their predeceſſor had done, and to the diſturbance of all 
the regulations which he had been at ſo much pains to eſtabliſh: and 
| years elapſe and come to paſs, before theſe new comers become qua- 


Tod e to hear of the N of theſe their dependants. But 
MM . even 


— 
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even 6 that che able and experienced man above, foregoing his 
journey home, ſhould chuſe to ſtay amongſt. the new comers, / neverthe- 


leſs, as matters are to be tranſacted in a council, all his efforts and all his 


ſpeeches prove to be of no avail, unleſs the three uninformed new comers 


chuſe to liſten to reaſon themſelves, and to enforce his regulations on 
their ſide. We have even ſeen that theſe men, being very often miſled 


by their informers and dependants, as well as carried away by a deſire of 
becoming themſelves the center of all tranſactions, are very apt to pay 
no regard, and to afford no confidence to the repreſentations of the able 


man above; but on the contrary, ſure of a preponderance enforced by a 


majority; of for inſtance, three or four to one, they put ſhackles to his 
feet, and hinder his proceeding in buſineſs: all which we have ſeen to paſs, 


when the Goyernor- general was overpowered by General Clavering and his 


party; nor do matters go much otherwiſe in the ſix departments of 


The fourth | 


cauſe is the ſlow- 


nc ſs of proceed» 


ings in the go- 


yerning council, 


Bengal. | F 4 E 5 : 2h | 


Taz fourth cauſe | is what they call 990 Schheil. That Countit i is an A. | 
ſembly ſimilar to that brought together by the ſecond Qhalif, for the | 
purpoſe of chuſing a ſucceſſor to bimſelf, but in which his intention was 
to debar the females of the Prince of the F aithful from thoſe rights fixed 
on them by divine inſtitution (29). It ſignifies an aſſembly of gentlemen, in- 
tent upon a particular buſineſs; where, if there be: a diverſity of OPTIONS; that 
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—_ 


(29) The Prince, or Firſt of Belieyers, is Aali, couſin and 1 to Mahomet; 
for although Qhadidja, the meſſenger's firſt conſort, and Zéid, his ſervant, had already 
believed, Aali made no account of them, as they were of the houſe,” and he continued 
to ſtyle himſelf the Firſt of Believers, The ſecond Qhbalif, or ſucceſſor to Mahomet; that 
is, the, ſecond Arabian Emperor, was Omar; whoſe intention in aſſembling that council 
was to fix the ſucceſſion upon Oſman” or Othman, who in fact did ſucceed him in the 
Qhalifat, to the excluſion of Aali, who did not become the fourth ſucceſſor till long after. 
This preference was worth” to Oſman ſeventeen ſtabs, which were given him by the en- 
raged partiſans of Aali: a bloody tranſaction, of which the latter remained ſo much ſuſpec- 
ted, that when Moaviah, couſin and ſecretary to Mahomet, openly revolted againſt that 
fourth ſucceſſor, and rejected with indignation his firſt commands, he ordered Oſman's 


bloody ſhirt to be fixed to the 9 of a {pears and, in bis * os ac macs * of it as 


his and * %% io O7- 2ht 
N GR. ag Ra | opinion 


. 593 ) 


opinion gets the better, and is approved of, ad * moſt n it's 
ſide; whereas if the votes be equal, then, as the governor, in conſequence | 
of his ſuperior' ſtation and dignity, is counted for two men, his ſide pre- 
vails, juſt as it did happen in Abdol-rahman's council. But that method, 
although extremely advantageous, (ſince penetration and ſafety are always 
to be found where there is conſultation,) has nevertheleſs it's inconve- 
niencies: now it is a condition requiſite in all conſultations, that the perſon 
who is to give his advice, ſhould have deſerved to be truſted; and alſo 
that the foot of private views and partialities, ſhould not find admittance in 
the aſſembly: conditions that are not to be found in the Engliſh council, 
and which probably did not exiſt in the Arabian one neither. Such aſſem- 
blies, beſides, are to be wiſhed for only in ſuch occaſions of extraordinary 
importance, as embarraſs the minds of the uncertain, and ſtagger the feet 
of the moſt diſcerning, and no ways in the details of execution; and ſtill lefs 
in every ſmall matter, and every minutiæ that may occur. Such a ſyſtem 
gives riſe to an infinity of diſturbances and confuſions, and perpetually | 
impedes the wheels of government; eſpecially where the buſineſs requires 
| 8 and vivacity, or where it is queſtion to determine differents, or to 
ſend neceſſary orders. The rules of the council happen to be ſuch, that 
whatever buſineſs has come to be offered to the Governor of Calcutta, or 
to the ruler of ſome other place, at the preſent moment, or has been 
prayed for by the petitioners this long while; all that, is kept in ſtore for 
the day of aſſembling the council, when che above affairs are propoſed in 
that aſſembly, the reſpective Agents and Advocates attending the ſame: 
at which time, if all that ſtore of buſineſs is put an end to, and is deter- 
mined, the council give their anſwer in the form of a decree; elſe, the 
petitioners are to wait for another council; and as over and above the mul- 
tiplicity of public buſineſs, there are at all times diſſentions in that aſſem- 
bly, and a diverſity of opinions, whether out of friendſhip to any one, or 
out of diſguſt to the petitioner; whilſt there is often an oppoſition of votes; 


as for inſtance,” when two of the members ide with one perſoa, and two 
| | 8 


1 
.». 
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or three more ſupport another, or becauſe ſome enmity has been concciv- 
ed by one of their dependants to the petitioner; hence a ſenſible man will 
. exfily conclude- that a determinnation becomes difficult and near impot- . 


Hble: and thus, after numbers have been conſuming their time in atten- 
dance, if any one ſhould; by chance, come to gain his cauſe; it proves 


that upon the whole he is no gainer at all. Heretofore there was in every 
diſtrict a chief, a man of knowledge, abilities, and experience, who de- 
termined with an abſolute authority in every matter, and every differ- 


ence; nor had he more than two or three principal dependanrs. ro 
a firſt repreſentation from a petitioner, the matter was immediately taken 


up and examined, and à determination was inſtantly given, to the beſt 


of the Chief's abilities. After a proper examination, an order, where 
neceſfary, was iffued, and the plaintiff went away, either the ſame day; or 
a few days after, with his award in his pocket; ſo that matters had an 
end, one after another; nor was it neceſſary, as it is nom the caſe, that a man, 
after having ſpent years of his time in expotticion; and great part of his 
life in attendance, ſhould, at the end of that, find hirmſelf diſappointed 
and undone. In the beginning of the dominion of the Engliſn, where 
there was but one Chief to apply to, and but one | able”) deputy, as 
Ragdha-ſhytab-ray and others, to tranſact the minutiæ of buſineſs, the 
affairs of che natives went on briſkly, and were diſpatched, in ſotme 
manner or other, but till were difpatched; nor was the people: of God 
obliged ta undergo ſuch doubts and ſuch loſſes of time, as we ſee to- 
day; and although thoſe times were not free from partialities and private 
views neither, yet upon the whole matters flowed on ſwiftly, be it in 
what. manner ſoever it ſeemed beſt to their rulers. Nor did the miſeries 


of endleſs delay, and endleſs expectation, melt mankind away: nor did 
the people of God become the victims of endleſs altercation amongft their 


rulers; for ] remember that on the diſmiſſion of Radjah Shytab-ray, when 

Mr. George Vanſittart was appointed Chief, and became the center of 
all en I took OY do repreſent to him « That Radja Shy- 
| ng : | b .cc thb-riy 
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« A. h uſed! to ſpend his time from one-half, of each Yay, down to one- 
third of each, night in hearing petitions, and in giving deciſions, by which | 
« aſſiduity he diſpatched much buſineſs, and gave a great deal of eaſe. by 
eto every one; I added that the people of God deprived of ſuch a 

"= man, would very naturally expreſs their anxiety, about what might be 

e his pleaſure now on that head.“ He anſwered, that being not accuſtomed, 

like Shytdb-ray, to fit in public amongſt hundreds of people, nor to liſten to 
complaints and to determine cauſes, be could not believe that he would be able | 

10 comprehend one-hatf: of them; but that thoſe that bad any buſineſs with 

' government might apply to _ himſelf privately, as he. conceived that in tbe | 1 
receſs and filence of a. cloſet be would be more recollefted and better able 80 — 5 
10 give 4 decifion.” Upon this I requeſted that orders ſhould be given to | OL 1 
the centries to admit all comers, and directions to the Uſhers or Chop- a 
dars to introduce every one. Immediately he gave the neceſſary or- = 


ders, and they proved ſtrict orders; and as he was a man of quick ap- | 
prehenſion, and very active in body and mind; and could not bear to | ;# 1 
have his leſſon taught him by a Moonſhey or Secretary, or his taſk | | i 
dictated to by a Divan, or indeed by any man; he proved to be as | 4 
good as his word, and he conſtantly diſpatched a great deal of buſineſs. f 

This ſtate of things did not laſt, and the affairs and petitions growing nume- | DI "W. 
rous, people began to ſuffer from delays ; when after a little time Mr. | | | 
Law arrived, and wiped clean the eyes of the people of God with the 9 1 | i 
fleeve of goodneſs and affability. After this God knows what is like _— 
to happen; for it appears that to find out one ſingle man's way, and _ 9 "ip 
to be upon good terms with him, is an eaſy matter; or if he : Ga 2 
be diſfontented, it is not difficult to make up matters with him, but to find 
one's. way to the favor of fifteen or twenty perſons, or even more, that com- n 9 
poſe a Council, (including their dependants and officers), or to guard againſt | | 
their reſentment, i is a taſk. very difficult and complicated, and ſuch as ex- 


ceeds the power and abilities of a Poor ſuitor, and indeed ſuch as would 
prove above the patience of any one. Never was this ſo well brought 755 
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to the proof ag. ter Ratha-ſhyrkb-rfy's' diſtniteng utd the etkablih ment 3 
of x Council in his ftead: it was at the feſtival ending the Rachzzün, 


of month of fat, when the nobility, gentry, and pHACIPAI mefi f the: 


city, who uſed" in that day to offer theit Nezers ts Rädja-HHyfäb- Tay, 
were neceſſitated to pay that mark of reſpect to Every Une of the We 

members of the council; Vanſittart; on ſeeing this, could not help 6bſerving 
opetily, that whbevet hitherto had been elcar with preſenting one mohur 
or one rupee only, would be how obliged to provide five, Which was what 


many could not afford; whereupon havitig confered upon the Nibje& with 


the others, he publiſhed; that at the next feſtival of the Corban or Sacrifice, 


people ſhould preſent. one nezer to the Chief only, and that would be 


enough, as no other was wanted or /expetted ; and in fact, ſo it eame to 
paſs. But ſome profeſſed flatterers; who wiſhed no good to any money 
that might remain in an Hindoſtani's pocket, went out, notwithſtanding 


the prohibition; and, to ſhew their ſentiments of reſpect to greater advan- 


tage, they repaired to the houſes of the other members, and preſented a 
particular nezer to each of them. Some that could ill afford the contri- 
bution, did the ſame, leſt the gentlemen, thinking themſelves ſlighted, 


ſhould bear them a grudge: and thoſe that were utterly unable, ſubmitted 
to their ee and Wann OY in their corners. | 


The fifth caufe 


ariſes from the 
extreme differ- 
ence betwixt the 
Engliſh way of 
giving public au- 
dience to ſuitors, 
' and that which 
was cuſtomary 
in theſe coun. 
tries; and alſo 
from their en- 
groſſing every 


thing to them- 
ſelves. 


"F< The Sfrh CA conſiſts 1 in the difference betwixt the manner in 


* Which the Engliſh 1 in office appear in publick, and give audience 
to ſuitors, and that in which it has been at all times n to hold 
«<a Derbar i in this country.“ | 


Ou müsse Sovereigns of Hindoſtan, thoſe Princes ſo ſtudious of 
juſtice and equity, had it in cuſtom to divide their time for different pur- 
poſes, and had made A rule of that diſtribution, on which they never en- 
croached by any other occupation; but in that diviſion, two kinds of buſi- 
neſs held always the firſt rank: the firft was the examination and decidon 
of affairs relative t to revenue and gorernment: che ſecond, the rights of . 
PT Individuals 
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(oidiodts, and a the rules of diſtributive ;uſtice to e . of God.. For he ram 


3 Each of theſe purpoſes they had ſet apart. two days in the week, at which Ne 
ume they appeared publicly in all their pomp, grandeur and gldry; they 
. {#8 were ſurrounded at ſome diſtance by their miniſters and . officers; and they 
Save a general audience, where any one might preſent his petition: himſelf, 
and ſpeak to them face to face: by which means the Sovereign being in- 
formed of the ſtate of the country, and of the behaviour of it's rulers, could 
provide ſuch a remedy as the matter required; and by ſuch means he 
became acquainted with the wants and complaints of his ſubje&s and de- 
pendants; but as thoſe Princes did not live in one and the ſame place, but 
made a travelling circuit almoſt every year, of courſe they had opportunities 
of hearing with their own ears, and of ſeeing with their own eyes, the circum- 
Nances of the ſubje& and the neceſſities of the country. In the ſame manner 
| they ſpent two days in the week in rendering juſtice, and in hearing the 
ceries of the oppreſſed; nor did they ſhew any impatience at the EA 
| ſereams and reproaches of the crowds that preſſed upon them, Matters 
are far from being ſo now with the Engliſh gentlemen: as theſe, (and this . 
has been already hinted at in the foregoing ſheets) hate appearing in public | | 
audiences; and whenever they come to appear at all, it is to betray ex- 
treme uneaſineſs, impatience and anger, on ſeeing themſelves furrounded 
by crowds, and on hearing their complaints, and clamours; hence it 
follows naturally that they muſt be in the dark with reſpe& to the real 
| Rate of the country, and the circumſtances of the ſubje&; and hence Anke be 
multitudes of people remain deprived of the ſight of their rulers, and wich thereproa- 
never ſee any thing of that benignity and that munificence which might 


ches and abufive 
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be expected from people that now fit on the throne. of ** ings, 3 
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"Is FR Rneliſh, in imitation of thoſe to whom * haye, en 


| vodehſafed to ſet apart ſome. of their time for theſe laudable purpoſes, 
and at dertain ſtated times, gaye admiſſion indiſcrimindtely to all people, 
and heard their Prayers by themſelves, with gentle manners, and perſonal 


by enquiry” into the eircumſtances of their ſuitors; it is certain that even 
fo ſmall a change would gain their hearts, and would render them fear- 


leſs and intrepid in exhibiting complaints and repreſenting matters againſt : 


the very ſervants of their rulers; and although all this might not be 
brought to bear without ſome expence and ſome trouble, on account of 


their being not accuſtomed to that practice. yet the benefits reſulting 
| from ſuch an intercourſe, would prove to be innumerable, and would be 


there would reſult from that mutual commerce a nearer and more be- 
neficial acquaintance with the inhabitants of h this climate: for having 
once got acquainted with one individual, and tried his degree of ability 


and oblige him as his rank or abilities might point out; and as they 
mould come to know to what particular buſineſs he is fit, they might 
draw ſuch ſervices from him, a8 they ſhould wiſh, or think convenient: 
now all this is not attainable, without perſonal intercourſe, and with- 
out inquiring into the characters and tempers of men; ſtill leſs with- 
out © obſerving every one's behaviour in à variety of circumſtances, by 
changing the diſcourſe, and hearing him ſpeak on a. variety of ſubjects, 
eſpecially in this time and age, when there is ſo much envy and oblo- 
: "IE and * much ſlander and artifice OY tranſaction. 12 | 


The ſixth e 
3s, that the Eng. 
Uh are engroſſ- 
ing all the trade 
of the country; 
and depriving 
the inhabitants 
of their accuſ- 
tomed liveli - 
koosg. 
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felt by both ſides. May God grant that, as à favor to them and to us! 


and his particular talent in buſineſs, they could ſtation him accordingly, 
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C 2 ſixth cauſe is a: he ic. Engliſh are deprived the inbabicants 
© of theſe countries of various branches of commerce and 25 
te vhich they bad ever exjoyed Regenten. | 


Ovn antient 8 who after 3 tumult it of eoltquelt, had epneeived 


"the project of . their homes of this country, were generous enough, 
after 
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after appropriating to the Crown the conquered provinces and the princi- 
pal revenues and tributes, to eſtabliſn a vaſt body of penſions, and 
Djaghirs ( 30) for Altumgahs and charity-lands; as well as to aſſociate 
in the enjoyment of their conqueſt, moſt of their principal relations 
and principal followers, together wick the moſt conſiderable men of the 
land itſelf; and at the ſame time they had left open to the ſubject va- 
rious ways of revenues and livelihood, amounting to many corors a year, 
as a proviſion for the bulk of the inhabitants. Djaghirs, to the amount 


of lacs; and revenues, to the amount of mighty ſums; were beſtowed on 


noblemen, whether Muſulmen or Hindoos, and indeed upon any others 


- indifferently, according to their ſtations and merits, with the hope of fur- 


ther preferment, in proportion to their abilities and exertions in the ſervice. 
And in fact, nothing was more common than to ſee theſe noblemen promoted 
to higher emoluments, after having exhibited further proofs of their zeal 
and activity; nor was this munificence reſtricted to their own nation: 
old friends or new ones, old ſubjects or recent ones, all, of whatever 
religion, nation, or tribe and profeffion, they might be, were made 
partakers of their bounty: but old, decayed people amongſt them, and 
the neceſſitous, together with the children of their old ſervants 
and followers, as well as the poor and needy, from whom prayers only 
and good withes could be expected, were relieved with gifts of Al- 
tumghas, Amlacks, and ſuch other lands, which were ſet apart for 
pious uſes, and which they quietly enjoyed. As to the other ways 
of deriving incomes; for inſtance, from merchandizing, and from the 
exerciſe of arts and trade, all theſe were left open for all the world; 
1 although oy were made to ſee various branches of revenue 


1 - 11. 
mn 
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(30 The Djaghir, is a * of ll 3 either from the immediace demeſnes. of 
the Crown, or from the uſual revenues of a province: it differs from the Allungba in 
this, that-the latter is irrevocable, although reverſible, whereas the former is both re- 
verſible and revocable. The Amlacs, Aimas, Mided-meaſper, &c. &c, are lands ſet apart 
for chatitable uſes 5 | for inſtanee, to afford a ſubſiſtence to the phyſician of the town or 
city, ta decayed noble families, and alſo to ſome miniſters of the church; although 
theſe laſt are provided for by church-lands or Yacfs, 8 p 
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Munificence 
and generofity 
of the anticat 
Princes- 
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in thoſe articles, they. never turned their eyes that way, but left all that for 
the bulk of the people. Over and above that, thouſands and hun- 


dreds of thouſands of men (a), horſe and foot, were kept in con- 
| ſtant pay, whether in the ſervice of the Emperor, or of the Gover- 


nors of provinces, and they all enjoyed an eaſy livelihood. Compare 
now thoſe multitudes with even that ſmall number of men that ftill 
get a livelihood by enjoying Djaghirs and Altumghas in the Engliſh 


dominions: Even theſe, in conſequence of the inattention of the En- 


gliſh to the concerns of us, poor Hindoſtanies, and in conſequence 


of the power left to their dependants and to extortionering 


Zemindars; in conſequence, I ſay, of the cruelty of their leaſe- 
takers, and of the hardneſs of heart and faithleſſneſs of the ſubor- 


dinate rulers, even theſe poor people alſo are come to experience a 


variety of loſſes, injuries and damages; for it is notorious that abuſes 
have crept into that branch of the adminiſtration too, as it has 
heen already mentioned in the article; of charity and legacy lands, 
and in that of that Atheiſt, - Zehoor-ollah-beg; and thanks be to 
God that there happened to be over - againſt that flinty-hearted man 
ſuch a perſon as Governor Huſhtin in this land; and that the ſuf- 
ferings endured by. theſe poor people for the ſpace of a whole 
year's attendance, were rewarded at laſt by the Governor General's 
having the goodneſs to remove that load of evils which oppreſſion 
ſtrove to place upon their heads. On the other hand; out of that vaſt 


| multitude of people called muſqueteers, whoſe numbers were heretofore 


counted by ten thouſands in theſe provinces, only a ſmall number of them 


have obtained a livelihood by inliſting as T alingas 1 in the Engliſh ſervice; 


and yet it was theſe two provinces that fed and paid regularly forty or 


fifry thouſand horſe, which were either in the Viceroy's ſervice immediate- 


th. 
— 


1 — 


(a) The troops of the empire, "ade Shah- djehan, whether near the 8 
perſon, or ſtationed in the frontiers or in garriſons, amounted to above eight hun- 


dred and fifty thouſand men; and under dür ſon, Aoreng-zib, to near a million; 
one half of them cavalry, 


ly; 
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ly or mediately ; in that of his ſons or relations and officers, or in that of 
the principal Zemindars of the province. Thouſands and thouſands of 


merchants followed that numerous cavalry, and according to their reſpec- 
tive means and callings, found a certain income in their connections with 


1 


them; and in their turn afforded a livelihood to multitudes of others. 
Now matters go otherwiſe: ſervice for troopers and cavalry, there is none 
at all: and of the various branches of trade, heretofore open to all, none 
is left free: they are all engroſſed by the Company themſelves, or by the 
Engliſh in general; as theſe, whether they enjoy the Company's ſervice, and 
of courſe have power and influence, or chance to be otherwiſe circum- 
ſtanced, very ſeldom are without concerns in trade. . But if, with all that, it 
happens that moſt of the ſuperior military officers, whilſt ſhewing a ſhyneſs for 
trade, are really Merchants inveſted with high powers and authority, how 
can che poor ſubject pretend to derive a ſubſiſtence from merchandiſing ? 
Would they dare it? On the other hand, thouſands of artificers cannot earn 


enough to ſupport their families, as has been ſhewn a little above, becauſe 


their arts and callings are of no uſe to the Engliſh; nor can it be ex- 


pected that the nobility of this and, reduced as it is to that diſtreſs which we 
have already pointed out, ſhould afford to take the works of theſe 
people off their hands, and to give them employment, as they uſed to 
do in former times, by keeping them always buſy, ſometimes in their 
own houſes. It is even become a matter of wonder, and a ſubject of 
thankſgiving to the Divine Goodneſs, how theſe poor people can make a 
ſhift to live now, and how to this day moſt of them go on and endure, 


with their children and families. 


No livelihood 
left to the Na- 
tives; and yet 
it was theſe two 
provinces that 
kept in pay no 
leſs than fifty 
thouſand caval- 
ry, and twice as 
much infantry. - 


Wrxx the Engliſh to take into their ſervice ſome thouſands of that Adoice te the 


cavalry, once commanded by ſuch renowned officers as Sheh-muez-ed- 


Engliſh, to take 
into their ſervice 
a body of Hin- 


din-qhan, and Ahmed-qhan, and the like; there is no doubt but theſe men doſtany cavalry. 


would render them important ſervices in their wars againſt the cavalry 
of either the Marhattas or the Sykes; eſpecially if care was taken to attach 
5 N 2825 them 
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chem to the ſervice, and to excite: their zeal and emulation; nor would 
theſe military ſervices be the only advantages to be reaped by enter- 
taining ſuch a cavalry: there are ſome others that would ariſe col 
laterally to ſuch an eſtabliſhment; as for inſtance, a further facility of 
livelihood to the people in general; an addition of numbers to- the farm- 
ing tribe, and an increaſe of revenue to en... 


The french “ THE ſeventh cauſe may be found in the overgrowing power of the | 


eauſe is in the 

exorbitant pow- c Zemindars, and in their being truſted too much.“ 
ers left to Ze- 

mindars. 


"The Tem- \- IT is deemed an 3 truth amongſt the men of ſenſe of this 


dars deemed, at 


all times, and in land, and it was a ſtanding rule amongſt the Princes of theſe Kingdoms, 


all ages, a race 


9 that no truſt is to be repoſed in the words of a Zemindar, not even in 


his moft ſolemn promiſes and treaties; as they are, to a man, a re- 
fractory, ſhort- ſighted, faithleſs ſet of people, that mind nothing but pre- 
ſent intereſt, and require always a ſtrict hand. Our government took 
care, therefore, that they ſhould not get an opportunity of reſiſting or 
diſobeying; and likewiſe that they ſhould not acquire the means of re- 
ſiſtance and obſtinacy, as they are evil-doers by profeffion, and at all 
times diſpoſed to injury, and to diſtreſs the people of God; ever ready 
to infeſt the high-ways, to plunder and kill the travellers and the un- 
wary; ever ready to torment the ſubjects, and even the nobles, to deſtroy 
the country, to ruin the revenue, and to diſtreſs and injure Government. 
All theſe are the accuſtomed performances of that malevolent race; and 
it was. to keep them in awe, and occaſi jonally to adminiſter correction to 
them, that ſo many illuſtrious Fodjdars were ſtationed with ſuch a num- 
ber of officers and dependants. No truſt was repoſed in their words, nor 
in their actions; for their character was thoroughly underſtood: they were 
looked upon to be an incorrigible race, Now, in contradiction to antient 
maxims, and to rules of old ſtanding, and in contradiction to the moſt 
approved opinions, held equally by eminent Merchants, as well as by 
knowing Princes, the Engliſh, ulers have thought proper to compare 

| TO the 


the Zemindars of this country to the Zemindars and land-holders of ge mit- 


. | take of the Eng- 
their own: men  whoſe' poſſeſſions amount to no more than a few liv, in compar- 


| ing the Zemin- 
thouſand yards of ground, or at moſt to an eſtate of two or three dars of India to 


coſſes in circuit, and who being all men of education and honor, paſs — Eng 
their lives in enjoying their eſtates and beautiful ſeats, and in keeping 
open tables: it is to ſuch men that the Engliſh government h ventured 
to compare the Zemindars of Hindoſtan; and by comparaiſon, to repute 
them, men of honor and ſentiment, worthy of being held in eſteem and 
conſideration, and deſerving to be entruſted with full powers over their 
Zemindaries or eſtates; and yet it is theſe very men of honor and ſenti- 
ments that ruin the whole country, torment the men of diſtinction ſettled | 
of old in their lands, and are waiting only that time and opportunity may 
put it in their power by ſome extraordinary event, at once to diſplay the 
ſtandard of rebellion and diſpute, and to raiſe commotions of conſequence, 
They live quietly now; and aſtoniſhed at the heavy blows they have felt 
from the hand of the Engliſh, as well as overawed by the ſuperiority 
acquired every where by that nation, they wink at the ſtate of things; and 
meanwhile, ſure of the intereſt they have obtained, they filently pillage 
and oppreſs mankind; whilſt the Engliſh rulers at the ſame time ſeem not to 
believe their conſpiracies and their malevolence and oppreſſions, or to have 
within their breaſts ſome ſcheme, which to us ignorant men, is yet a pro- 
found fecret. | 


| Taz eighth cauſe of the declining ſtate of theſe countries may be The eighth 


t aſcribed, as it has been already obſerved, to the enormous delays ex- pet 3 
39 | | ngs in 


PR . . "I 2 ä : 12 zu Council of Cal. 
« perienced in obtaining. deciſions from the Governor and Council, or in Su, ol nat 


55 all Subordinate 


« receiving the anſwers. requeſted by the Provincial Councils and others.“ Cassel. 
Thoſe delays ariſe from their being, both the one and the other, extremely 
occupied by their own concerns, and eternally buſy in attacking or in de- 
fending; as well as from their being overloaded with an immenſity of pub- 
lic buſineſs: a deplorable ſituation, that neceſſarily. occaſions thoſe incredible 

9; ; * delays 
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delays which diſhearten, which amaze, which ruin and overwhelm every one 
that has the misfortune to have any buſineſs with them. Were a man of 
conſequence appointed to hear ſuch petitions at ſtated times, for the purpoſe ; 
of making his report to the Governor and Council; and were the ne- 
ceſſary anſwers to the Provincial Councils liable to fewer delays; fuch a 
change undloubtedly would conduce to the eaſe and happineſs of multi- 
tudes of people; and the Governor and Council would hear their names 
proclaimed every where, as being the cheriſhers of the inhabitants of 
this land, the true lovers of juſtice, and the benefactors of mankind; 
nor could ſuch a change hurt the Engliſh intereſt in any manner. But 
thanks are due to God Almighty, the Author of all good Counſels! that ſince 
theſe lines have been written, I have heard that a leſſer Committee has 
been appointed on purpoſe for ſuch affairs, and that the ſtandard of 
expectation and impatience being let down, ſome relief has been ad- 
miniſtered to the poor, deſpairing ſuitors of this country, 

The ninth Tux ninth cauſe is, as it has been already obſerved, that the En- 


cauſe is traced 


in that cuſtom I; ; 1ority.; it i 
bar har gliſh pay too much regard to. ſeniority; whereas, it is talent 


Ng eels. and abilities that are the matter in queſtion, and not ſeniority of 
ay nd ſervice or recommendation, whenever it is neceſſary to fill up a poſt of 
conſequence, and to provide for the happineſs of a whole people. If without 

deviating too much from the rules of ſervice, Engliſhmen of capacity, diſcern- 

ment and experience, were ſent. into the ſeveral diſtricts, where their 
character ſhould have time to ripen, with a certitude of being fixed in 

that particular branch of buſineſs; and if after having deſerved the con- 

| fidence of their owners and of the public, they were left to enjoy their 

office, without fear of being diſplaced; and if to ſo falutary a meaſure, 
Government added, at the ſame time, that other, of ſending. into each 

diſtri& a man of ſenſe, kowledge, and credit, for a Divan, who, in a 

capacity ſimilar to thoſe Canun-goes, or Chancellor's: of old, appointed 

by e ſhould be made nnen. of any revolutions in the 


Council; 


| ( 605 ) 
Council, unleſs indeed he ſhould prove guilty of ſome. miſdemeanour; 
there is no doubt but mighty benefits might be derived, from ſuch a re- 
gulation. But at the ſame time it. would be requiſite that he ſhould ne- 
ver loſe fight of this: that as the members of the Council are En- 
gliſhmen, that is lords and maſters of this land, it is incumbent upon him 
never .to deviate, either in his words or behaviour, from that reſpe& 
which behoves him, both as a ſubject and a ſervant. It is requiſite 
likewiſe, that the gentlemen, once ſenſible of his being an uſeful, zeal- 
ous man, and an old attendant on that board, ſhould liſten to his 
advice in all matters, and not ſuffer their particular Divans and Mon- 
ſhies (Secretaries) to engroſs all to themſelves. This was a precaution 
conſtantly attended to, under George Vanſittart, and alſo under Mr. 
Ayoun Law. Whenever ſuch a truſty ſervant at any time becomes 
guilty of any miſdemeanour or infidelity, he muſt be puniſhed in pro- 
portion to his guilt, that others of the ſame office and ſtation, taking 
warning ſrom his diſgrace, may not deviate from the path of integrity; 


and if ever it ſhall be convenient to eſtabliſh ſuch a council, it would 


be proper to diminiſh the number of members, ſo as that they ſhould not ex- 
ceed the number of two or three: for the multitude of rulers never fails to pro- 


duce confuſion in buſineſs, and diffidence in the minds of the ſubject; and to 


be upon good terms with ſuch a number of men, is impoſſible for poor people, 
as we have already hinted. It is proper alſo that in appointing a Fodjdar 
with all his dependants and officers, the utmoſt precautions ſhould be uſed, 
taking care to preſer not only none but men of experience and capacity, 
but alſo none but men of a humane diſpoſition: : and it may be even ſaid, 
that, as Fodjdars go now in theſe days, there needs none at all. In the 
cities, | the Cutwal will do all that buſineſs, full as well, if he be equally 
able and humane, and little inclined to oppreſſion; and in the country, 
the man in office or ruler is enough for ſuch 4 purpoſe: for when thoſe 
2 fo appointed, ſhall know that people can approach their maſters, 
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vou may reſt aſſured that matters ſhall go on ſmoothiy; that multitudes 


ſhall be releaſed from diſtreſs and miſeries; that the intent of dominion 
and government ſhall be fully anſwered; and that the grandees of the 
land and the people of God, ſhall exert their tongues in diſplaying the 
encomiums of ſuch beneficent rulers: let us then put up our prayers to 

God, that he may vouchſafe to grant ſuch a biens i be is the op 


TO and the beft helper (31). 


VERSES OF s AA PD y. 


« Seek out the man fearing God, and appoint him over the ſubject; 

«© For he knows his buſineſs, and will prove the architect of their happineſs, 

1% IIl means he to thee, chat ruins thy people, 

* Or ſeeks. thy profit in oppreſſing thy ſubject. 

«« To intruſt ſuch people with power is an enormous fault; 

« And an enormous fault to lodge a command in thoſe hands, againſt which 
«© all raiſe their hands to Heaven. 

«« Cheriſh the virtuous man, and leave the evil-doer ; 

For if thou do'ſt cheriſh the bad, thou art an enemy to thine own ſelf,” 


Tranks be to God that the F odjdary office having been transfered 


to the Engliſh, one thorn has been thereby removed from the ſides of 


The tenth - 


cauſe is, the 
partiality of the 


' Engliſh to their 
' own Country» 


men, and alſo 
to the meaneſt 


of their depen- 


Aants. 


the people of God. 


« Taz tenth cauſe is, that the Engliſh are too partial to their own 
« countrymen, and even to their dependants.” 


9 the people of this country have all of them become ſubje&ts 
to the Engliſh, and they have no other protector, and no other ſup- 
porter or comforter beſides, but God Almighty; as they have no other 
maſters, from whom they ſhould expect merey and forgiveneſs; it is 
| Incumbent upon thoſe new. rulers, of their's, that in whatever concerns 
diſtributive juſtice and the welfare of the people of this land, they 
ſtudiouſly emulate the ſcrugulous equity and the innate impartiality of 
our antiept Emperors, | without betraying. any partiality t to their own 
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(31) Pallage of the Conn. 4 Cat Seil 26s | 


{( 7 )) 
under them. On the contrary, they muſt at all times ſteadily make juſtice 


character in this world, ſhall gladden the hearts of the high as well as the 
low; give give ſatisfaction to the Almighty Serutator of Secrets; prepare 
2 fore dne for their old age; and prove a reſource in adver- 
ſity; ſtrengthen their numerous conqueſts; ' procure them new ones; 
"eſtabliſh their dominion ſolidly; and extend their renown all over the 
world. Saady WV 


3 God Almighty i is bountiful wo kim ae 0 Juſtice. 
20 * and never ILY 28 e rel 

10 nag 

"Tp DRY Aga, Mo 8 ot this ee FT to 
_ choſen, amongſt the very meekeſt, amongſt the foremoſt of - thoſe 
that ſeck the pleaſure of their Maker, know the importance of 
religion, have high notions of fidelity and integrity, | deſpiſe recom- 
mendations, and deteſt bribery. and corruption : they muſt perpetually 
tremble for their own. honor; and character; keep them always in 
view, and pay no regard to any thing, but God's pleaſure, and 
N the commands of their maſters. Attention muſt be had, whenever 


children; ſuch liberal proviſion as will leave their hearts free and at 
| Hberty to ſecure; the garment of their honeſty and integrity from being 
ſullied by the dirt of, bribery, and the mire of corruption. Thanks 
be to God! chat this department alſo having been transferred to the 
Engliſh gentlemen, the nails of the Indian Darogahs of Juſtice have 
been curtailed, and the people of God have 1 ſome releaſe un 
Sane We from their” enormous * e 55 
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ene or to their dependants, nor to thoſe Hindoſtanies in high offices 


their main object, as ſuch a conduct ſhall do honor to their national 


men of this ſort ſhall be found out, that they receive ſuch a liberal 
ſalary from the [generoſity of Government, as may free their minds 
from anxieties about their own welfare, and that of their families and 
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The eleventh ce Taki devinch cauſe, is be eſtabliſhment e of What n m ah 


cauſe, is the Su- 


Court of « Wr a Os 56 7 Ny , 
Fadicature ca- eng Court of 1 0 N eee e . N nt 
liſhed in Cal- Ae 130; tt. le een wor 


Ir i is 0 poſibl not. to connive at +, rmiſlewenmors,.. and not to ſor- 
give treſpaſſes: for man by his nature is liable to forgetfulneſs and 
neglect: and ſhould punition and retribution. be always intended, and 
always adminiſtered, few, af would | be free or exermpred from the miſery 


of Oo Eh %% At; Bens hos: ziel noiaimob Halls Midas 


| hes? Diebe 
Nothing but duſt is to be ſeen over this . fig: 5 
Let us cover our ops; and paſs over it, as quickly as we can,” + 


C1 


In ;nfliting puniſhment and ib e pee e abe euren | 
in uſe in a country, and highly proper to pay a regard to the honor of 

every: one, be ho the meaneſt individual z for mon eafilyifebriity and willing- 

ly: acquieſte, to whatever they fig: uſual and eſtubliſhech in thely DUN 
uh nor do they ever conceiye "fears anch apprehefftens off that hett: 
but wheni-they ſeg any fupplice unaccuſtomed; they think that & very thing | 

is upſide damn, and! that the; world will ſoom be at my cd Thrs the 

idea which / people; have: conceived | of che actions and euſtöths ne 

Supreme Royal Court! That exibunalinas power ver all'the(EhgHR, fror 

the higheſt tal the loweſt, but ſits in judgment by fraſons afl ſtatech 
Cuſtoms of times. A whole liſe is necdful to artend their long; very long prbteed⸗ 


that Court ſub- 


* mittedtoinEn= inggz;;and- till -aj;deeifion cis given” there igt ne comprehending whit” is 


gland, but re- 
puted enormous 


bardſhips in In- going on, and what is likely te falle D What i the probable end of the 
22 buſigeſs. On che firſt . complainiti jodgede by any! one be it” aſcertainec 
| or not, the defendant obi to' find ſecurity: to deublẽè the- amount f 
the demand and if lit» carinot affobd- ſueh 4 ſecurit) tie poor man 
maſt go do priſon and if he eannet find bail or the cbm pluinr is not 
withdrawn or huſhed idwn; he muſt remain in“ Priſon ten or 


twelve: years together, wherher| he be guilty"! or not guilty. Add t to 


einn ien rt ny TIT” 


461) This alludes to the cuſtom” 1 never = rin by day in — 4 parts f Aft, 
without carrying over the eyes a kind of mulller, of _ or of n. In the hot 


weather they travel by night, | 
| TER FER Dag | g theſe 


4 60 5 


theſe: -rdiferies,”. dur tranſlate x pefftien in ths Edi Unguige, . 
tranſſatot dxadts: 3s many eſhrefies (or deuble gulteas) 8 there ate 


lines tranſlated; and over and above all thoſe evils and Laiſeries, fo, un- 
0 | 


Hort heaped over the 92" 'of the | poor Hindoſtanies, It is to be la- | 


# 


Wedted that e on the firff 5 of that court to anſwer, to a complaint, 


Arte x 


Fether proved or not, whether real or frivolous and even to give 


5 


evidence on fo mall! a matter as his having once heard of the affair in queſ- 
Eb, br his having ; been ſomehow, acquainted with it; (although i in fa 
he ſhould be no witheſs at all) a, poor man muſt c dire&ly forlake his 


nan. and children, leave, them in in miſery, want, and diſtreſs, and run 


K 0 228 


j 18 [91 


ba 4605 wm = if before his arrival the term of the. court "bs. over, 
or it” 5 chief be gone out to ſorhe, other country for a change of air, 
then the poor man miſt, without reaſon, and without ſubſiſtence, . endure 
whole months at Clean. Nor is that all: there are other troubles 


"Ti C3 O 
c other miſeries to be undergone at that tribunal, ſuch as no one 


322 13% 


in Hindoftan Has even ſeen, or o much as heard of; the leaſt of 
which is, that the Engliſh” laws and ſtatutes are ſo enormouſly vo- 
furnnious, that were a man to ſpend his whole life on them, ftill 
the attaining a full knowledge would be impoſſible. After all 
theſe miſeries, how painful it muſt be to a man, to be in the 
dark about the event, and all the while in a cruel. ſuſpenſe about 
Bis fate? conſtantly berett of his family | and beloved children, 
and without being able to  guek at what is to become of himſelf 
at laſt. 4 88 8 


Me 
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(32) There was a time when Calcutta was unhealthy ;. but fince that time, ſo many drain, 
have been cut in it's territory, ſo many ponds filled in it's precincts, and ſo many thouſards 
of trees” have been felled down, to the ſouthward of it, from whence blows the cool 
ind in ſummier, that Calcutta is become a healthy place: add to this, thoſe broad ſtreets, 
bordered by lofty airy houſes, looking, like ſo many palaces; and it ſhall be acknow- 
Jedged that no city in India can be handſomer or healthier: for the houſes, inſtead of 
forming, as in Europe, contiguous rows on each fide of the ſtreet, are every one of ew 3 in- 


* ſo as to receive air from every quarter. 
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© Preſerve us; O God Aab“ with the whole ee your! or fervanti; 
" „„ fuch evils and miſeries, if thou ai art the granter of requeſts (33). * 


» | „ dk 
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Tbe ai "Tax 4 om” is d in the Engliſh. fore = too much, in 


cauſe is, that 


the Bagl 7 Certaunl abuſive cuſtoms of their $: for inſtance, 
what ough 5 

Sb one hand to the repreſentations | of their 40 ependants, making n c othing 

ly in public. 8 ect on +6) «Sp lee 


of appointing them enquirers, eſpecially whenever one has a com- 
plaint againſt any of them, or againſt + Any.,.C of their, aſſociates; Ss; and 
on the other hand, they pronounce in private. upon matters relative to 
puniſhments, to murder, to the honor of, families, to the pudicity of 
women, or to much property: now in ſuch deljcare caſes i it is next 10 im- 
poſſible for We oppreſſed to have redreſs, or for the injured to, recover a 
their property. It becomes therefore proper 1 in caſes of fo much im- 
portance the Governor-general and. the Committee, as well as the Mem- 
bers of the Provincial Councils, ſhould make themſelves preſent to. the 
oppreſſed, face to face; it is even to be wiſhed that fuch matters ſhould 
be examinned in public audiences; and that after having patiently heard 
| | | ; what the ſuitor has to ſay, examined thorqughly the tales of the plaintiff 
| and defendant, compared the circurnſtances of the oppreſſed with the 
| FRIES 8 commands of God, and with che rules of diſtributive juſtice; and made 

1 the utmoſt efforts for diſcovering, the lining of coats, and for probing 
the depth of ſecrets; then that they determine the matter in their own 
high wiſdom, without ſhewing favor to one fide and frowns to the other: 
then only ought they to pronounce over it's merit, by giving right to 


whom right is due; and may God Almighty, out of his divine goodneſs 
grant ſuch days both to them and to us! 


+. 


ey truſt 100 much on 


VERS ES OF SAA D YS HIR AZ. 


% And now, after having ſaid fo much, we recommend you 'to God, and are gone: 
«© But ſhould there be no inclination in any ear to liſten to our meſſage, 
«© Then the meſſengers have done their duty, and there lies no reproach againſt them. 


«© Nor is any thing obligatory on us, but the taſk of painting out the right way 
tos. with the finger,” 


(33) An * prayer out of the Coran. 1 — ee OT: 


7% 


. 


(571 


Loh bos return our acknopaledgmwents to; God Almighty for all 
-bis -auraberleſy favors; and let us pay to his divine beneficence in parti- 


enlar, ont n inadequate. praiſes,, for his Having vouchſafed to carry to 
an end this valuable book, by making uſe of ſo inconſiderable an in- 
ſtrument as the llit-tongued reed (34), and the very humble miniſtry of 
this moſt. JInconſiderable _ of mankind; that is Gh8lam-hoſſein, ſon 


re 
of a e en, grand- ſon of Seyd- allim-ollh, and great-grand- ſon 


of "'Seja=finz-ollah Tebateba, who deſcended in à direct line from 
the branch of Haſſen, (on all whom may God's forgiveneſs and 
mercy may reſt for ever, through the interceſſion of his meſſenger, and 
that of his meſſenger's venerable heir (36), as well as through the merits 
of thelr pure? ant tinnocent , offapring; on all whom may be peace and 
forgiveneſs, reſt for ever, to the end of time) l- If by the favor of the 
omnipotent Lord of all benefits, this fragile portion alotted to my ſhare 
of life ſhould chance to laſt ſome time longer, it is my intention to 
compleat my narrative by continuing the hiſtory of the ſeveral reigns of 
Mahmed-ſhah and Ahmed-ſhah, and Aalemghir the ſecond; as well as 
by adding to the chain ſuch events as are relative to his ſon, by car- 
rying the links from the twenty-third year of Mahmed-ſhah's, (which 


correſponds with the year one. thoufind one hundred and fifty three of 


the Prophet's retreat, on w m be peace lor. ever!) down to the preſent 


S * f — 39 

W „ 7 
times. ; „ Ria 2 
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and favor; in truth he is 


(37) From God is Sib we hack 


moſt merciful, 


— 


| | * 


(34) From Gibralter and from Belgrade to the Ganges, the pens are made of reeds, 


called Calam in Phœnician and Arabic, whence we have the Greek and Latin words of 
Calamos, Calamus.' At a couple of hundred 8 farther than the * they uſe 


neither feathers, nor reeds, but only pencils. 
(36) Aaly, was that heir; and he tranſmitted that right to his two ſons, Haſſen and 


Hiſſein. 
657 An Pee paſſage of the Coran, 
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— (612) | 


Tuts has been cloſed” the twenty-firſt'day of the monrh of Mokarrem, 


in the year one thouſand one hundred and "ninety fifth (38) ſince the w- 
nerable retreat of chat 1 _ on whom "er * and rey reſt 
for evet! n ce e 0 ( od eule eds Bitz 
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(38) The preſent ti time f our + Author's anſwers to the Chriſtian riſian year mY ſg. 21013 
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END OF THE FOURTEENTH SECTION, BEING TH SIXTH- OF: 3: 
\ THE SECOND VOLUME,  - 
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Page Line | 3 


he's oF. murdered dae read marderd, 1278 


3 24 opportunithy —— opportunity 
11 13 much more important, —much. more important: 
— 26 perſonnally, theſe e e Tug 
; lettets ' 8 
12 36 diflertion — doſertion | tha | 
17 11 Independant —: Independent. 
— $'Aali-Djah;' then — Ali Djah: then 


19 9 Aﬀers — ſtars | 4 
3 


3 my lord, Navvab. —— - My lord-Navvab | 
19 20 and there happened, — and there bad bappened 
w=",/7 my lord, Navtab . My lord-Navyab 
22 27 with the family bulk —— with the Bulk 
— 28 (Save however the Sick) (Save however the 
Poks) | | 
— 134 4. Piſhvas — Piſbvas, 1 1 
2 16 hands full — handfulls | 
— 36 that ſpreads —— that ſpread. 
26 22 when the troubles had when troubles had 
＋ 3 ; Which with its province, : this with its EN 
vince 
27 14 to Ram. Narain; the latter. : to Bun- Na 
rain: the latter 
— zo Deſcended — deſ-end_. 5 
nne. « "th 5 
— 32 Timur Acſac— Timur-Acfac. | 
ms 11 Paſt-times —— Paſtimes 
7 leaving the pleaſure of Manſgr gundj . 
ing the Palace of Maoſ($r-gund)j.... - 
w= 20 the forgiven, and ures. —— the ar 0 
there, 0: 
— — of the debauchees, — profligate of — of the 
Debauchees and Profligates of 
31 19 houſe of mouruing — houſe of mourning | 
36 22 Mir-Cazem.qhan alſo. — Mir Cazem-qban %i 
40 3 Mirza-Coothee.— — Mirza Cichec "oy 
61 28 is Loofing — is loſing - 
— 35 and made the Shahzada —— made the bend 
62 4 aigetr — aigtett | 
63 1 and yourſelf have been appointed — and. you 
have been yourſelf appointed 
— 28 the blunt — the brunt f 
67 32 Drew, — threw-up | | 
71 6 his advice —— this. P 
71 1 vow — view 
75 14 to examine little more to examine a little more 
— —- blondering. ſchemes —— the blundering, (chemes|2: 
— 15 theſe ignorant Generals — thoſe 3 Ge- 
. nerals -. - 
79 8. Umed-el-mulc == Una eadule 
_— 23 Umed el.mulk — Umadzel-mule _ 
- $2 27 and had loſt —— and he had. loſt F 
233 beard my brother —— heard that my brother 
83 32 Pay- maſter once Pay- maſter | 
87 6 of which it occaſioned Mhich it occaſioned 
© BY 3 ſpeedily — ſteadily | | 


> * 


# 


c 


* 


90 10 ordinury one's — ordinary ones . 
92 6 Faeth-fing — Fateh-ſing 
99 29 at thoſe two heros —— at-thoſe two heroes | 
102 7 the world be the world would be | 
109 18 from Ramnatain — with Ram Narain | 
110 21 to.the Imperial name, — to the Imperial name. 
124 23 letters at the (ame time letters came at the 
ſame time | 
129 | 7 the whole of Baba che whole of the Pro- 
vince of Bahar | 
130 31 Plaſſy — Pakſly 
133 10 1173 of the Hedjra — dd in the margin A. b. 
1760-61 : 
13 — — del | 
436 9 — rage — avi be conceive that they re 
"quired * 


1247 
1240 


SECOND v S 


Page Line WA. wv 1 
136 265 to the ſetofd-rcat:tothls-feoond 2 
41 22 our reach +— your reach 
— 36 plural Whether -—-plural, whether 
14% 32 Ab80-ſofian .— A8 ſoſian 
— 35 ſon-in-law as —— ſon-in-law, as 
+47” 17 argument — arguments 
8 andleaving, — and inftead of leaving 
148 11 hejra 1194 — add in the ES A. D 
176162 
36 Ser-efta · han Ser-efraz-qhan 
24 ſometimes ſometime 
1 of the navy of - Djthanghir-nagar =—— of the 
navy of Djehan-ghit-nagar 
16 convey a leteer — convey-a letter 
24 inchnations ——-inclination 
32 probably previouſly 
30 1784 of the hejra 
gin A. D. 1771-72. 
34 of high ſtate high ſtation 
7 favoriſe to favour 
11 to any connection — to a connection 
86 31 Plaſſy —— Palaſly 
33 independant independent 
24 other lands in exchange —— ſome other lands 
in exchange 
19 with the intent with intent 
4 1175 of the hejra — add in the margin A. D. 
1762-3 
29 go at once to go at once 
21 Aſk-er-aali— Aſker-Aaly 
12 Djogat· ſeat —— Djagat-ſeat 
30 ſon poſthume ſon poſthumous 
y Abdol-qhani-qhan —— Abdol-Ghani-qhan 
28 vellcano —— volcano 
6 private trades — private traders 
20 their guard, leſt upon their guards; leſt 
31 Nugur-dace — Nagar-Daca 
6 to the court — to court 
18 to dictate; and to dictate, and 
21 the whole negotiation the whole negotiati - 
on with 
30 and the Armenians and as the Armenians 
28 two ſuch men remaining — two ſuch men's 
remaining 
21 forwards . forware 
6 ſigns of the heads — ſigns-of the head 
28 on his wiſhes in his wiſhes 
13 forwards forward 
10 foundation foundations - 
26 arreſtea, —— arreſted, 
9 Chunar-gur — ( hennar-gar 
12 Miaahr-Rao—— Malhar Rao 
27 that — at 
23 that the real ſubjedt = atthe real fubject 
40 pay a ſmall duty pay but a ſmall duty. 
21 as well as Convenience ——-as Well as by conve - 
nience 
3 Diſtrict of Arnn, — Diſtrict of Sarun. 
25 thinkchimſelf grieved-——think himſelf aggrieved 
27 was then youngeſt. member — who was then 
the youngeſt member 
o by the time — by this time 
18 Djeziarchies —— Djezairchies. 
259 15 by their loſs — by the loſs 
— 32 down theſe words — down, with theſe 55 75 
260 4 Monghyr —— 3 a 
— 19 Djaafat — D 
4263 19 a Capitain or — 9—5 a Captain or a Lieu- 
' tenant 
34 that kind of arms — that kind of arm 
264 12 repent his temerity ——"repent of his temerity 


159 
162 


251 


254 
257 


66 23 ſo that ditch fo as that the dick 


. and add in the mar- 
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Page Line 4 


| Ha 29 1 and Radja-mahel read ebe, and 351 7 Engagement; miſapprehended read Enguyement, 
Radj- mall! miſapprehended 
267 4 ſach conſiderations as Mir.Cafſem —— ſuch 376 CY Roh-eddin-hafſein-qhan 3 Roh-eddin-Hoſ- 
conſiderations as theſe, that uu. Caſſem | 3 ſKin-qran 
— 9 Monghyr —— Mongher _ - | | — 21 could arrive, —— could arrive; 
N — 20 Grandees of his Court, and the conjun@ure— — 23 the Government; and thoſe — the Qovern- 
Grandees of his Court; and che conjoncture ment. And thoſe 
„ — 27 Priſoner — Priſoners - "4 377 2 gentleman of the Council — gentlemen | - of 
— 22 in great numbers, he reſolved in great num. the Council 
bers ; he reſolved 1 — 11: Mir-djafer chen Mir-Djaafer-qhan 
— 32 ſomeother of —— ſome others of © | [178 1$ Dacca —— Daca 
268 13 Monghyr —— Mongher © | — 2x Nadjm-ed-doBlalt'g——_ Nedjm-ed-D48lah's- 
269 8 & 22 Nulla— Nala N 39 2 2nd of Lord of Lords — and Lord of Lore 
270 10 Nulla -—— Nala . I "19 Mr. Huſt —— Mr. Huſhtin J 4 
— 14 decline his going e best 1420 in battles, and — in battles; and who 
| — 18 & zo Nulla —— Nala | | — 24 or in Europe, and really — or in Europe; and 
271 2 Nulla —— Nala RO really 
| — #7 of Hindoſtans —— of Hindoſtan 1380 22 Moor ſhoodabad, when his M8rſh8dabad ; 
— 11 Shudjah-ed-4$lah — n | as when his,” 
| — 17 Nula —— Nala _ 30 conduct, attention 3 conduct, or atten- 
| 273 21 he was —— was tion to 
, 274 5 Mahmed- raky-qhan,— Mabmed-Naky-qhan 381 21 muſned of government as — Meſned of go- 
3 — 15 over the wall, — over the wall; | vernment, as 
| 275 16 Monghyr Mongher E . — 25 and inſtigation — and inftigations 4 
| 276 27 Nulla —— Nala ' — 26 he rendered himſelf guilty — be became guilt 
— 28 be thought betook 1387 20 Per-nada —— Pir-zada 
277 11 and that that nation and that thoſe firan- 89 31 Moguls — Moghuls i 
. gers 4 10 in his ſteady it — bs ts Reads 3 
— 21 Rahva —  Rehva 1 — — periode perlod 
| — 24 in his tent, in his tent; 404 23 Mogul — Moghul 0 . a 
278 17 engaged Gurghin-qhan =— and already engaged 406 11 that if even — that if ever | 
ö with Gurghin qhan 413] 2 durt ere ee ko de 
279 23 manner, — manner; | [415 14 Counſellors —— Countellon 
— 34 themſelves themſelves z — 27 ; and he added, that — : adding, that 
281 19 which had been, which has been 1416 24; it is then — : it is then 
| — 31 Monghyr -— Mongher 418 27 ſuch management — ſuch a management | 
| - 287 23 K 27 Monghyr — Mongher _ 422 26 & 30 badjara, '—— Badjara 
291 30 C Jreiſhy Coreiſhy 4:6 13 Nezym — Nm > 
' — — As they were bid, — As they v were bid; | = 29 into the praftices —— in the a 
| 293 5 Re h-ollah-qhan —— Roh- ed-din-Hoſſein- qhan 427 1 Nezym — Nasem | 
| 294 9 Mongh-r Mongher 433 13 Shah-Aalam — Shah- Aatem 
| — 25 an hundred —— a hundred — 1436 25 into his hands — in his hands 
| 299 10 kindneſs — kindneſſes p '| — 26 humble ſtyle, humble ſtyle; 
— 18 under a diſgrace under diſgrace 437% 15 A. D 1771, =——1770-” 
| 302 4 Mogul Moghul 438 24 that although 1 athough in 
| — 19 Lady's-jewells — Lady Jewells a chat famine thouſands 
| 304 6 Ram-narain —— Ram-Narain 463 21 conſonant to his dignity, —— confiſtent with his 
| 306 25 a plundering and marauding «== 2 plundering '- + ©. dignity 
| and a marauding. 446 7 umbrage againſt his — umbrage at his 
| 309 12 heaing —— hearing l 5 473 5 and making viſits === or making vifits 
— 29 forward; — forward — 28 and likewiſe the Lots that was worth moſt mo. 
| — 30 What a waggon is to Coach. — what a waggon ngnney and pretious effects. and likewiſe the 
| is to a Coach | 138 perſon Which proved the richeſt in K 
| yy 12 Mogul —— Moghul MEN and precious effects 
2 Mogul —— Moghul | = [485 : theſe countries as to land theſe countries, 
| 311 Mogul — Moghul | 1 as to land | | 
325 24 and would mar and may * 435 6 A. D 1796-8 — A; D. 1779 80 | : 8 
333 17 Visier Vezi r E 1487 2 Nagp>or — Niigpsr 
340 16 to a verſe from — averſe from 490 12 in that capital, he Tepaived — in that capital, 
341 11 I was on the ſame —— it was on the hw By - "repaired ©” | 
— 23 menbers — members. (on irgu=ng nothing cogurins 9 
345 35 their commander” Capitiain Ahmuty, — thei: | 55 26 to have the while: G84jrar himſelf - — to N 
commander, Captain Achmuty |  * eb the whole G Badjrat for himfelf 
349 9 M8ſher Med-c and Beni- Bahadyr Use Fo 7 to a unn to an und 
Medec, and Béni-Bahadyr 13 14, mounted and ſerved model mounted and ſerv- 
— 23 plundered without meaſure; ſo tha - plas ed after that m del and 
dered Own wi * ha that 212 5's 2 Menregy = — — — Art- Vie der 
284 21 D 8 Or "tit 
(*) Whilſt the Major was ſo warmly end with. the Vezir, his own camp and . atiacked . and 
plundered by the Ducrani- Mouſe: an Otkcer ran in hate to giye- notice of this to-the.Englich, Commander, and 
| to alk ſome aſũſtance: no afitange.at all; anſwered the Major, I am very glad to bave them ſo uu empleyeds © 
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530 8 and whatever party 


| $52 4 Rattan-chund 


ERRATA OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 


Page Line | 

$20 * unleſs it * be a circuitous read unleſs it 
might be by a circuitous 

$27 20 endeav to our —— endeavour to | 

and- that whatever part 

— 15 fet up by us — ſet up by ourſelves 


= 29 one hundred and ſixty dacs arrears —— one hun 
V.. dred and fixty lacs of arrears 
534 38 deemed by the Mahometans —— deemed alive] — 


by the Mahometans 
$41 7 has been more than once has been made more 
than once 


542 25 their houſes frequented (“) : 


$47 15 Sudr-el- S8d8r — $adr-el S$d$r 


$43 4 Aorengzib's —— Aorengzib 


$51 ta ents and abilities talents RE abilities ; 
penetration and knowledge; — abilities and 
knowledge: 
23 minds of the people, to the ill =— minds of the 
Pe ple to the ill 
»» 30 on theſe countries — over theſe countries 
Rattan-chund 


Vezir — Vezir 

$58 58 28 or he ſells away — or ſells away 
$59 30 pergana —— Pergana 
$63 27 and were they and be they 
566 20 inhabit in ſuch cities —— inhabit ſuch cities 
$61 28 Add at the margin this Note: (+) 
$69 27 military grades —— military degrees 
571 7 poſſeſſions, but —— poſſeſſions, But 

w» 15 fodjdar —— fodjdar's 


—— 


1 


Page Line 
$73 26 by da z fr a night rd by day nad . 
— 30 literal — litteral 
574 25 Ser-efraz-qban read Ser-Efraz-qhan 
575 31 with affairs —— and entruſted | with affaire 
— 7 of caſts and religions — of Clans and Reli. 
gions 
580 16 it is dayly renewed — they are daily renewed 
— 27 of five men that that are, — of five men that are 
581 15 wts on the mare, was on the mere 
— 20 diſp ſitions, Such an ——-diſpofitions. Such an 
— 25 a title —— a lictle 
— 28 has been loſt, and it will —— has been loſt z 
and it will 
582 7 in his poſt long — long in his poſt 
— 14 and buſineſs, — and buſineſſes 
585 9 their people contented, —— their people, con- 
tented 


although 
— 26 of his goodneſs; but —— of his PORT | but 
587 25 as an organ to — as an organe to. 
589 25 over to the fodjdars, and theſe fodjdars, with 
o ver to the fodjdar j and theſe fodjdars with 


596 29 two kinds of buſineſs —— two kinds of buft- 


neſſes 
597 11 dependante; but —— dependants. But 
600 10 Extortionering —— Extortionnary' 
— 43 Aorengzib Aoreng-zib _ 
602 20 and even the nables, and even the OT 


611 to mercy may reſt —— mercy reſt. 


(*) All, theſe Strictures are much exagerated 1 Mahmed-Reza-qhan, when he pleaſes, is certainly a man of 
. great ſenſe: his elder ſon Behram-djung is now dead; (1787) but his younger ſon, Dilaver-Djung, is alive, 
«© has two or three Children, and governs his father's houſehold ; nor does the latter conſume now his time at 


% Cards and at ſuch paſtimes, This ſecond ſon is handſomely featured, and ſo was his elder, As for the 


« father, his cheſt is ſo broad, his body fo ere, his tone of voice ſo very loud, and his eyes fo very full of fire 
6 at the age of Seventy, that be ſeems to have yet thirty years to live.“ 
(+) Obſerve that the yellow is as well as the pink, the favorite colour of the Gentoosz and that the Emperor 


had introduced the cuſtom of wearing nothing but white throughout his Court. 
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— 24 on that Subject, although —— on chat Subject; 
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2 5 Qui VETAT.. ? — — ac. 


Calcutta, this 15th May, 17 90. 


wy WILLI AM ARMSTRONG, Z/quire, 


Tus. e een of peſternight x was too extraordinary and too ting. 
not to deſerve ſame obſervations on my part: however, as adding new 
obſervations would only ſwell a letter i into the ſize of a Pamphlet, I ſhall 
content myſelf with putting in order, ſuch remarks as you have made your- 
ſelf, | and ſuch anſwers as I then gave. That! am firmly reſolved never to 
commence a polemic correſpondence on the merits and demerius of the Seir- 


el- Mutaqherin, is certain theſe four years; and the reſolution is unalterably 
fixed: : if then I deviate in this ſingle inſtance from ſuch a reſolution, i it is not 
preciſely 1 to ſhew, that A defence, might be ſet up, but barely. to. ſubmit. to 
the animadverſion of a friend, who has obſerved this morning, that ſuch a— 


diſregard. to the opinion of the public (of which to day you ſeem to be the 


| organ), would be deemed diſreſpectful and ſupercilious: It is chen out of 2 


reſpectful regard to that ſame public, I now ſtand up to ſpeak. 


Lou have aſked me ſeveral times, Sir, whether in printing that Hiſtory - 
of India, I had not in view my own emolument, either in point of credit, or 
in point of pecuniary profit? (ſuch was at leaſt the purport of ſeveral of 
your queſtions). Ard my-anſwer has been yeſternight, what it is to-day, what 

it has been in print about eighteen months ago (1), and what it was fo early 
as four years ago: and it is as follows : © 1 never have had in view, either 
tc perſonal credit, or pecuniary benefit: Had 1 had the laſt, I ſhould not 


| () See the printed Advertiſement of the Propoſals under date of 22d December, 1788, printed by 
Cooper, | 


A e have 


„ LE 3 
« have commenced printing the work in December 1788, with only eight 
_ © Subſcribers; nor would I to-day perſiſt in forcing all obſtacles, with no 
« more than fifty-two: out of which number ſome will not pay, and ſome 
< are gone to Europe; in all twelve perſons. Now even the fiſty-two 


" Subſcribers, or the two hundred Mohurs, would not repay ſo much as one 


c third of the expence of printing; for my perſonal labour is out of the queſ- | 


« tion).” This, Sir, is my anſwer as to pecuniary views; nor will it be leſs ſhort 
and lefs peremptory with regard to perſonal credit: my only real aim at firſt” 
was, to bring up a great deal of information, which 1 conceived might 
greatly conduce to clear Governor Haſtings's character: I had a notion of 
ſelecting and tranſlating only ſuch parts as concerned him directiy, or indi- 
realy; but as ſuch a ſclection v as liable to cavils, and ſtill more to envy 
and detraction, I thought it better to tranſlate and publiſh the whole: and 
alchough I rightly conjectured that ſuch a publication even in England (2, 
would coſt me no leſs than two thouſand rupees, and in India, no less than | 
three or four, I thought i it incumbent upon my gratitude to 6% 40 the 
expence of three or four hundred pounds, for ſupporting the character 
of a man whom I highly reſpected, and who moreover had put ten or twelve 
15 thouſand i in my pocket. This reſolution once taken firmly, the printing it 
in India, that is, the adding ſome more money to the intended ſum of four 
thouſand, became a conſideration that did not ſtop me a moment. Theſe pe- 
cuniary matters naturally bring to mind your propoſal of putting @ flop to-the 
15 printing of the remainder of my Hiſtory, and of recommending it to another per- 
fon for dreſſing it in better language. Sir, the firſt part of your propoſal is im- 
poſſible, at leaſt it is out of my power: the ſecond is totally repugnant to the 
natural ſincerity of my heart, ſay to the 3 ae of my mind. Pleaſe: to 
attend to 1 E e detail: | 


7 
— a — — * — 1 IE _— II I IS SAGE 
- — th. 


. early 6 January 1787; Greogh os Change of Colacal Ain de: 


TRE 


The third Volume has coſt me full, as payed to Mr. Upjohn, S. Rs. 1600 WP 
For the ſecond actually printing by Mr. Cooper, and two other Prin- 

ters I have already payed, - — — - _ 1500 
And the firſt which is now finiſhing, has already coſt me we thouſand 
Rupees advanced to Mr. White, and will take up a thouſand 


more, - - - - — 3000 Vn 
Add 200 Rs, paid to Book-binders, and 200 more to Tranſcribers, 400 N 
Add 2000 Rupees more for 2700 folio pages copied in India at 4 An- 

nas each, but ſent to England by triplicate, 7400 pages, be- 

ſides the freight, WE. - * - . 2000 
. | | | 8700 4. 
Add paper, &c. &c. with's an infinity of ſmall articles, which cannot be enume- 

rated here, but which form a conſiderable item; and this recapitulation will 

put it in your power to determine whether I can at this period of time re- 
call the books already diſtributed, or ſuſpend the printing of the two others. 
But you, or ſome other perſon, ſhall aſſiſt me in the wording of the text, and 
alſo in procuring ſubſcriptions; and you adduce in proof of the poſſibility of 
your obliging ſcheme, the extreme eaſineſs with which orher works, (for in- 
ſtance, Mr. Gladwin's Vocabulary), have produced a deal of money. I 
have ſplit, Sir, yeſterday that propoſal of your's in three parts, and made a 
diſtinct anſwer to each part; nevertheleſs I ſhall with pleaſure refreſh your 


memory on the three articles, 


By theexpreſſion, wording of the text, do you mean your taking the whole work 
kd and hoiſting-up a new one of your own, or of yourfriend's, from the ſame 
materials? Or do you only intend to correct here and there errors of grammar 
and ſyntax, and bad arrangement? If the firſt, Sir, the work would become 
your own to all intents and purpoſes, and ſurely you would nor have me put 
my name to it: ſuch an impoſition would be quite out of character in me. But 
take care, Sir, ſuch a wording, as you mean, would detract from the genuine- 
neſs of the tranſlation, and of courſe from the veracity and integrity of the 
i tended evidence. But poſſibly you mean only to correct ſome imperfec- 
tions which you think relative to grammar, ſyntax, or bad language; and 


I aſt anſwer as to the firſt, that with a language ſo very eaſy, and fo very 
A 2 | unincumbered 
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a man of ſome ſenſe and knowledge, to need any one's corrections in either 


you do, pleaſe to do, what neither you nor any of thoſe cenſorious readers 
of your's have done to this day: on finding an error of any kind, look 
at the errata, and you ſhall diſcover that the error has been taken up, and 
correfted; I mean thoſe in grammar and ſyntax: for thoſe of punctua- 
tion would be numberleſs; and there would be no end of them, More- 


with faults? The anſwer is eaſy; and.to my ſorrow, I have had full time, 
kind, will attend rather to their own concerns, happen what it will of thoſe 


| printed, but where the author himſelf was the owner of the printing of- 
fice or à partner; or where the Printer had purchaſed the propriety of the 


2 ſharer | in thy fate of the book to be printed, that is, wy _ 3 


Greek aud Latin are acarly as troubleſome ; but the Arabig 4s quite revolkuig. 


e 
unincumibered with rules (3) as the Engliſh,” it would be a ſhame indeed in 


ſyntax or grammar, after thirty years acquaintance with both: thoſe two ar- 
_ ticles are in every foreigner” s power; and let me tell you, are in general more 
attended to by Engliſhmen in France, and by a parity of reaſon, by fo- 
reigners amongſt the Engliſh, than by the natives themſelves. 1 inform 
you, Sir, that there may be no leſs than o thouſand ſuch faults in the firſt 
Volume, I ſay, either faults of grammar, or of ſyntax, or of punctuation? 
But do your really believe that above ten or twenty of theſe can be mine? If 


over on giving me a call, you ſhall find 'that every one of thoſe correc- 
tions are in my hand. | 


Tur queſtion then ariſes, why whilſt fo many works are printed tolera- 
bly well, and only tolerably, (for there is none perfect, not even the Gazette, 
and not even the weekly advertiſements) my work happens to be teeming 


and full opportunities to become maſter of it. The Printers, like all man- 


of others. No work within my knowledge in Calcutta, has been tolerably 


work; or at leaſt where he had been put upon his guard, by being made 


P i —_ 8 * _— ** — me ”_ _ * 


—— Mt * 1 * — — 


3 3 The French over and aboye its beg 8 in a manner quite A. to the helling,” us 
an infinity of rules (and which is every wit as bad, an infinity of exceptions to theſe very — the 


for 


FA 
Tn 


1 
for his tiouble one half of the author's profits. For ſuch and the like under- 
takings, the Printers give themſelves pains; and it is ſor theſe, and alſo for 


Gazettes, Advertiſements, .and ſuch daily lucrative jobs, that they reſerve | 


the two or three good hands that may be in a Printing Office (4). As to 
ſuch wretches as we, who pay and muſt pay them by the beer (be the 
printing-what it will, ) it is the leaſt of their cares whether it be, printed 
tolerably ill, or quite ill. Our work is made over to the apprentices ; 
and on your ſcribling very angry notes, they are careleſſly apfirered, or even 
thrown by with the moſt ſupercilious inattention. But if you have been 
ſo ill adviſed as to pay the Printers before hand, as is my caſe, then reſt 
aſſured that the very leaſt object of attention in their Office, is your 
work. But I have been told by ſome perſons, for inſtance, by the elegant 
traſlator of Sonnerat's voyages (and he was concerned with the Printer,) that 
I muſt correct a proof-ſheet over and over two and three, and even four 
times, untill it is printed perfect; and that I muſt ſend it back at each time, 
untill it is returned printed to my mind. Well, fir, all that has been done for 


ſometime ; and what was the conſequence of that obſtinacy on my part? that 


the Printer who uſed to ſend me a proof-ſheet or eight pages every Friday, 
and as much on Saturday, in order to have thoſe ſixteen pages printed 


off on Sunday morning, finding that the ſame ſheet, by being returned over 
and over, encroached on the intended Saturday and Sunday, has ſent me on- 


ly one ſheet a week; and as my corrections engroſſed the two days and a half 


ſet a part for me in the week, ſo the two ſheets, that were to be furniſhed this 
week, were reduced to only one; and this one, after having conſumed the Fri ri- 
day and Saturday of this week, encroached alſo on the two like days of the 


next week. Thus, fir, the Printer who was under an engagement to me o 


print and compleat the two firſt volumes on or before the 24th of December 
laſt, had not delivered by that time ſo much as one half of the feſt volume 3 


0 There are but four Printing Offices at Calcutta, ARA ER which one only is worked 5 Eu opeans, 
that of Cooper's: the three others, alth ough inſpected by an European, are worked by natives, who print 


— id vPriativg Office, juſt as they copy in a Coonting Houſe, without underſtanding the language, | * 
343 and 


Hy 


* ij 
: : 
: _ i 10 
1 
| } o 
4 t g 
4 : 
A, G 


— :: — —— ñꝝ] / — - — = — . ⁵⅛» K owned oa on Geo eo: © RV OY AD — — | Son et” — DD eee — CT EE — ie — — — ̃⁵ — — — ——— ¶ —ů— — 
. * X * 2 
- * 


3 
1 

and he who had Hs himſelf under a Nhat and for a pecuniary adh 3 

tion to the accuſtomed price, to deliver n me the third volume on the 20th Sep- 


tember, did not deliver it ſooner than the 20th January, ad that too after 
having made me ſign his bill. But I ought to have proſecuted him. Well, 


Sir, if I file a bill againſt him by that 20th September, the law-ſuit is likely to 


laſt a couple of years at leaſt: (for Lawyers have ſworn to find not only flaws, 


but even capital nullities in whatever bonds or papers they have not drawn 
themſelves,) and mean wile my work, which I intended to fend to En- 
gland in that very September, or at leaſt 1 in October following, or at leaſt i in 
November, or at leaſt in December, or as a laſt reſource, in January; my 
work I ſay, ſhall mean while remain at ſtand. But ſtill at the end of that 


January, I went to law; and to render the charges as moderate as poſlible, 


I drew up my own caſe in one page, argued it in two more, added four pages 
of vouchers and copies of letters, and carryed the whole to an Attorney, 


defiring him to preſent the whole, as it was to M. ſuch a one, an advocate, 


for his opinion. In a few days more 1 thought i it full as well to proſecute 


another Printer, ſenſible that joining the two cauſes would have a tendency 
towards diminiſhing the charges. Unfortunately this intended proſecution 
having taken vent, the Printer lefſened my uſual. allowance of oats, and 


ſent for excuſe that he could not go on with the work, as his foreman and two 


apprentices had run away with a vaſt quantity of types. Fain I was then to 


ſuſpend the proſecution, and atlaſt to drop it entirely. In a couple of months 


| more, I received two Attorney' s bills of 192 and 178 Rs. in all 370 Rs. I ran 


to my Attorney $: © pray, Sir, why that charge of 20 Rs. for drawing up my 
« caſe? and why that other of 45 for copying my papers! I brought them 


© ready copied; and as to my caſe, I am not ſatisfied with your ſtatement 


te of it: it is cleater by all means in my own narrative 


(a great pauſe 
te here) at leaſt it mult be ſo, I conceive: (did I add, after ſome recollec- 


tion) for as you may have, for ought I know, twenty ſuch caſes to attend 


. 20; ang1 have but this one, there is no wonder in my having better ſeiz 
« ed 


tin 


ce zed the Gordian-knot in a fubjedt of which I am a thorough maſter.” An- 
freer: Six, your caſe was defective in lau: terms; and as to your papers, they were 
not legible enough © Sir, I will ſubmit it to any man, whether this is not a fair 
hand, and that of your clerk's a very ordinary one” 
——be,——but it is too ſmall; and an advocate will not pore over uch @ 


minute hand. 


anſwer: may 


In ſhort after a little diſſertation, I paid the bill; and gue ſing at 
the lengths to which I would have been carried for inſtituting a law-ſuir, 
by the expences I was put to for zot inſtituting it, I went home, and took 
for deviſe: poor author, bear and forbear: this is thy fate. © In M8r-ſh8da- 
« bad in order to gain a law-fuit you muſt pay ſix per cent. of it to govern- 
t ment, and fifty or ſixty per cent more to Moonſhies and Divans. At 
&« Calcutta, Moonſhies and Divans are out of queſtion; but ſtill the fifty per 
ec cent muſt be paid to Lawyers. Bear then and forbeare. 


3 Arrza chis little diſgreſſion upon proſecuting printers, (and the penalty 
I had ſubjected them to was only a ſum of 400, which I am told now is a 
mere trifle to a printer) after ſuch an excurſion, I come back to my ſub- 
ject. . | | 

To what purpoſe is it to correct a proof-ſheet now ſent me for the ſecond 
time by a printer: In the firſt, which I had returned, I had correed ſix 
omiſſiogs, four Soleciſmes, and ſixteen faults more of all ſorts. It is brought 
back to me in the afternoon, and I find a dozen of faults corrected, ſeven or 
eight preſerved, and a novel crop of half a dozen new one's. What to do? cor- 
rect again; and an angry note is added at the bottom of che page: but by this 
time it is five o'clock: the Printer muſt take his evening ride: he gives the 
proof to the apprentice, who inſtead of attending to all the corrections, minds 

only the leſs troubleſome ones, and then ſends the table to the preſs, where a 
hundred ſheets are printed off in half an hour; and this is the work corrected. 
1 know, not, one or ten, or a hundred, but ſome thouſands of ſuch inſtances. 
| And 


[ter 


LN 1 
And what, if the Printer deſpiſing your quality of a Foreigner, thinks an/En- 
gliſhman whatever, has a right to know more of the language than you, and 
takes the liberty of correcting you, of ſneering at your emendations, of ſubſti- 
tuting his own, and of throwing away without anſwer ſome angry notes in 
which you inform hin that be is paid for printing what is before him, and 
not for correcting it? for inſtance to what purpoſe is it for me to have -writ« 
ten in my manuſeript he was prepeſed to that bufineſs.. A Printer, 


| (but this Printer, is neither Caoper nor Bruce, who are back. ſcholars) 2 


Printer will daſh ,prepofed. and print propgſed; and when you tell him 
that thoſe two words are quite different; and that the latter etimologically 
ſignifies, brought forward, or mentioned, whereas the other ſignifies Put 
over or put in office; the man will reſolutely anſwer You, that prepoſed may 


| be Engliſh, but not Engliſh of Europe, only Engliſh of Bengal. Look 


at the page 414, line 27. and page 422, line 2d, of the third volume, 
What for to have written in the original ofolete f ? the apprentice takes 
it to be abſolute you corre: he does not mind it, or miſtakes it again; 
and the next morning you receive 200 ſheets, all ſaddled with an ab/olute. 
page 35 5, line 8, Volume 3d. What for to have originally written 1 ſurrendered 
it immediately, page 185 line 11, Volume 3d.? and what for to have cor- 
refted it in the proof ? the 200 ſheets, bear it ſurrounded immediately. 
What for to have written very legibly alambicated, and to have corrected at 
two different times? the Printer writes you that the word is not Engliſh: 
and that it ought to be amplificated: he promiſes to print as you direct, 
and yet leaves the proof to the apprentice, who careleſſly makes it over 
to another, who uninformed of the diſpute, ſends you 200 heers all 
with an amplificated. 3d Volume, page 270, 43d line. Write bit his fan- 
ey: correct over and over: to no purpoſe: it is Bengalee Engliſh the Europe 


| Engliſh is as follows: raten bis fancy, 3d Vol. page 278, line 10. Write 


diſparate ten times over ; all your ſheets are ſaddled with a deſperate, 3d Vol. 
page 338, line 24th. The manuſcript has it, and that he has ng Companion; 
| | the 


* 


8 his 1 
the book Si and he has no Companion, Vo. all line 20, page 348. What 
for to have daſhed in my manuſcript the word of ber clan, for that of her 
I deſert ? the apprentice prints over and over her deſart clan. V. 3, page 361 
L. 30. The manuſcript has: ſhaken off inferiority and ſubmiſſion; The book 3 
has p. 36 5, line 13, ſhaken of his inferiority and ſubmiſh ion. 


Ma. the officiant B. zd. Page 10. Line 30. tbe efficicnt 

to hate the man B. 3d, — 32.— 29. to take the man 

M. bearing his name B. 3d. — 46. 30. hearing his name 
M. ſeting up B. 3d, — 40.— 45+ ſiting up 
M. Crapule | B. 3d. —— 76, —— 15. Crapulence 

M. Into a deſpondency B. 3d. —— 96. —— 13. into deſpondence © 

M. Dependance | —128.— 16. Dependence 

M. and who augured no good — 131, —— 6, and who acquired no good 
M. Either their perſon or thoſe jewels, ——134. —— 19. Either perſon or jewels 
M. B. M. de Bury Major of Place | 8 f 
i at Pondicherry 2152. — 25. M. de Bury, Major of a place 

| | at Pondicherry, 


You are tired Sir, and ſo am I; but here I muſt end, as the French have 
it, by the bon morceau. | 


Hanz is the text, (the Printer has the manſcript; let it be produced) 
« arrived at the Capital (Shudjah-ed-d681a) he expected a benefit from 

ce the very change of air; but his wound becoming worſe and worſe, and 
_& by this time affeing bis health confiderably, it was diſcovered now that it 
ce had degenerated i into a Cancer, &c. &c. 


WureTHER theſe four lines be Engliſh in Idiom, you as an Engliſhman have 
a right to determine, although the opinion of even a Semi-Engliſhman, who 
| reads and ſcribbles theſe thirty years paſt, ought not altogether to go/fre for 
nothing; I ſay you as an Engliſhman, may poſſibly object that they are not 
Engliſh in Idiom. Be it So: but I need no man's aſſiſtance to maintain 
that they are Engliſh in grammar, and Syntax. N evertheleſs the Printer 
thought them Engliſh of Bengal; and here is his Engliſh of Europe: 
te Arrived. at that Capital, he expected a benefit from the change of air ; 
* but his wound becoming worſe and worſe, and by this time had confider- 
B c ably 
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5 1 1001 
« ably affetted his bealh, it was diſcovered that it had degenerated into a 
ce cancer.” . Shocked at fuch an enormous liberty, I wrote a note of com- 
plaint, backed it by a very angry one, called on the Printer myſelf, ſpoke 
angrily, corrected again: it was five o'clock: this hour is not to be paſſed- 
by: he made the proof over to his apprentice, who all this while had given 
evident ſigns of approbation to his maſter by his ſmiles, caſt of features, and 
ſhrugging-up of the ſhoulders—and the next morning my excellency was 


ſaluted with full two hundred, -and by this time had conſiderably affeted his 
bealth. Ex uno diſce omnes. What to think of the ſingle Latin verſe? 


Quod tibi vil, Jubeas alis, ber Summula legis. 


finding it very ill printed, 7 wrote it in- ſquare letters, ſo that no „ miſkake 
could be committed; and yet you ſhall find B. 3, P. 415, line 3, bac ſum- 
mula legis, every where. ED 
From theſe few specimens, Sir, you may eaſily form to yourſelf an idea of 
the enormous difficulties, and endleſs diſguſts I had to ſurmouat in ordet to 
co through ſd very voluinitous a work.” Had T known chen how to manage 
with Printers, that is, how to excite their cupidity, by concerning them in 
the undertaking, and above all, how to make the concern their own, the 
work: would have been printed leſs ill at leaſt, and full ſix months ſooner. 


REMains, Sir, the third article of your propoſal: your propoſing to fill-up 
a new Subſcciption, and your animadverting to the ſum of eleven thouſand 
Rupees, which M. Gladwin's Vocabulary has produced, and to the ſcanty 
reception which my own work has met with from the public. The compa- 
riſon is very far from being fair; and 1 hope, you ſhall agree in opinion with 
me, as ſoon as you ſhall have attended to a few conſiderations. A Vocabu- 
lary, no more than a Dictionary, is not a book of a nature to be ſought for 
by readers in general: Both are to be recurrd to occaſionally, ſometimes, 
once in fix months; but neither of them. can be read throughout, and 


of courſe both are utterly incapable of captivating the attention, i of - 
producing 


* 


1. 1 


producing encomiums, and of opening purſes. From M. Gladwin's Vocabulary © 
in particular (and I have it) you muſt, exclude four- fifths of the common herd 
of readers: you muſt exclude women; and all thoſe that read for amuſe- 
ment; you muſt exclude all thoſe that have neither inclination to, nor an 
inſight in, oriental learning. To learned men indeed, it will prove of 
much aſſiſtance, but only occaſionally. If then fo very ſmall a work has 
produced ſo large a ſum, it was becauſe the author's reputation, as an au- 
thor, and a man of letters, is formed, known, and eſtabliſhed; whereas no 
one knows any thing of me. Secondly/becauſe he is an Engliſhman, a man 
| high i in ſtation; and of courſe has many friends: whereas I am next to 
nobody, and my Ration is immediately after nothin g. Laſtly, becauſe a ten- 
der regard was payed to his circumſtances. Elſe, Sir, I maintain that in 
this country, any Vocabulary whatever, has no chance at all for ſo much as 


the thouſandth part of the ſum of eleven thouſand Rupees. We may 


conſider Sir W. Js his ingenious grammar for the Perſian language, as a 
kind of Vocabulary; and yet who ever thought of it? There it lyes theſe 
many years in the ſhops, filling up whole ſhelves at eight annas the volume, al- 
though the very binding muſt have coſt two or three Rupees. And as to 
Mr. Gilchriſt, although he could muſter no leſs than a hundred and fifty 
Subſcribers, I am firmly of opinion, that had not government aſſiſted him 
both by taking two-hundred of his books, and by freeing the reſt of poſtage, 
his caſe would have been full as bad as my own (5). 


Lr us have done then with _—_— as oY as with errors of ſyn- 
tax and grammar: the more ſo the latter, as no one of my readers 


on ſtumbling upon an terror of the kind, or upon a ſoleciſm, has ſo much 


as once thought pruper to ilook at the end of the book, and to try whether 


— . 


Wy 


( 1 The * . beſt tranſlation extant in Calcutta, is Mr. Glad win's ſecond 
volume, where he treats of Gentoo Metaphyies aud yet, although the ſet ſold for 120 rupees, that is for tour 
times more than my work, and he had the countenance of government, and the wiſhes of a great number of 
friends, atk him whether, had not the Direct ors taken two hundred of bis books, he had any chance of making 
money by his publication ? 95 7 p 

B 2 ""Þ 


* 


IL | if 


it was a fault of the printer's or not? Let us draw a veil upon ehis ſingular 
and very novel doubt, whether a man of ſome knowledge and ſome ſenſe, 
who has in times of yore wrote very eſteemed F rench, which he had practiſed 


only for twelve years, is ſo very likely to —_ the Engin which he is a 
ſing theſe . 
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Bur I am likewiſe pee for W700 wrote in bad language, and Gor ha- 
ving dared to write an hiſtory, notwithſtanding the phyſical impoſſibility un- 
der which a foreigner labours, and muſt labour, on that head: and all 
this is ſaid, by people that might have reflected on the many foreigners, who 
are become authors in foreign languages. Bolingbroke i is an author, and an ele- 
| gaht one in French; Voltaire wrote Sonnets to Queen Caroline, and alſo 
| ſome other pieces, 'which were never ſuſpected to be wi ĩtten by a foreigner. 
The Frenchman Menage is an author, and an elegant Poet, in Italian. Lord | 


| Cathcart wrote excellent Spaniſh. Lord Cobham wrote in German and 
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French at Vienna, and gave in 1730 the firſt notions of commerce, maritine 
affairs, and proſperity reſulting from manufactures, to the Auſtrian council. Bar- 
rerti, an Italian, has written in Engliſ in 1760; and an Engliſhnobleman, whoſe 

name I forgot 0 but who fled to Florence in the civil war of 1640, where 
8 he became a favourite and a miniſter with the grand Duke, i is well known to 
have wrote elegantly i in Italian verſes; as well as in proſe. Of late Lord 
Cheſterfield wrote ſo amazingly well in French, that one would almoſt ſay 
that he wrote it ſtill better than the Engliſh. The Abbe Vinkleman, a Ger- 
man, wrote enthuſiaſtically and poetically in Italian of the antiquities of 
Rome and of Itally; and he is reckoned amongſt the Claſlicks. : Laſtly, not- 
withſtanding the ſlight thrown upon them by Barretti of late, Milton's Pen- 
Le d and his Allegro abs had the eſteem of the Italians Gente I 


ca a” TEL. 


* 


(7) Arundel of Wardour, a . nobleman different from Arundel of Trefufis, which laſt is a Corniſh . 
We may add to this, Sir Hicronimo Mengs, a German, and the greateſt painter in Europe, who in 1780 
wrote in pure Spaniſh a treatiſe on painting in general, and on Spanith Painters, in-particular, It is the beſt 


and moſt elegant work extant on the ſubje& ; and it has been adopted for a claſſick by the Academy of Mad - 
rid. It is tranſlated into Engliſh by Dillon, 


3 ——— ——— — — 
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could 


19 1 | 
could carry the catalogue much further, and tell you of good tranſlations of 
Pope's eſſay on man, made by German Noblemen in French verſes. I will not 
tire you with a longer liſt; ſtill leſs would I meddle with the invidious queſ- 

tion of aſking what language then I muſt be acknowledge to write tolerably : 
for I am very often a foreigner with the French; and my firſt ſection of the 
Scir-el-Mutaqherin in that language, has coſt me an infinite deal of trouble, 
and at laſt proved to be full of angliciſmes (8): and well it might, being 
| tranſlated upon no other original than the Engliſh itſelf. It was only after 
having got within the current of the French language, that I came back to that 
firſt, ſection, and wrote it better in fifteen days at this ſecond time, than I 
had been able to do it the firſt time in three months, It is needleſs then and 
even invidious to handle ſuch a queſtion. But here is another which does 


not labour under that inconvenience, although it is a kin to it. 


THERE is a man in Calcutta, who ſo yearly as the year 1766, was an au- 
thor in the Engliſh language, ſay a ſcribbler. He wrote a long letter of eight or 
ten pages to Luke Scrafton, Eſq. once reſident at the Court of M8rſh8da- 
bad, and then director of the Eaſt India Company: a gentleman, who in his 
diſpute with Governor Vanſittart, had reproached him for his having given 
ſervice to aman who was known for being a ſpy to Mons. de Buſſy. This accu- 
ſation was ſhewn to be not only groundleſs, but abſurd; the man having under 
gone a thorough examination before the council in 1761, and that examination 
having produced Governor Vanſittart's good will, and that oſ Mr. Haſtings. The 
letter was printed in London, although anonimouſly; and I can aſſure you 
that the reviewers ſaid, that it was written wich ſpirit and temper; nor did 
Mr. Vanſittart and Mr. George Gray, (the latter once of the Council of 
Calcutta) expreſs themſelyes in any other terms. But we have, but your word 


—_ 


(8) As Thad then no original of the Sẽir-el- Mutaqherin, and I was become ſo accuſtomed to ſcribbling as to be 
at a loſs what to do with myſelf in the long interval of time that elapſed between my ſending my Engliſh tranſ- 
lation to London, and receiving an anſwer, I betook to the paſs · time of making a French tranſlation upon the 


Engliſh one. The begining coſt me an infinite deal of trouble; and it was but at the ſecond and third ſection that 
I worked myſelf into the current of the French diction. 1 | 
| or 


L 14 ] 
for that approbation. Indetd, Sir, you have but that, becauſe at ſuch a 
diſtance of time and place, the former is not ſuſceptible of better proof; and 
becauſe I never keep either copies of ſuch letters or originaſa. Here is 
then another ſtory. a 


In 1775 and 1776. that ſame man ech to be 1 in correſpondence with 
Colonel Monſon from MS8rſh8dabad: a correſpondence which did him 
ſome wrong in the mind of Governor Haſtings, who did not know then that | 
the man was nearly a ſtranger tothat Gentleman, which latter, he did not ſuſpect 
to be at the bottom of all his correſpondence with Mr. Goring. This cor- 
reſpondence contained a variety of matters: the famine of 1769, and its 
cc conſequences: the Rohilla war: the quantity of caſh in Bengal: the 

© population of the Country: the quantity of Caſh imported by the war: 
te the quantity monthly imported by that war: the quantity monthly 1 import- | 
« ed from Banareſs. It contained alſo much extraneous matter. That ſame 
man afterwards wrote © A very long letter on the neceſſity and even expediency 
ce of parting with the Americans, and ſecuring to Old England, as early as poſ- 
« ſible, the Herrng-fiſnery, Cod-fiſhery, &c. Whale-fiſhery, and che Trade 
* of Coals, four important Articles, that afforded thirty thouſand Searnen a 
« year to Old England: in the two firſt of which, the Americans had a 
©. local advantage over the Engliſh, and in the fourth of which, they made up 
tc the local diſadvantage of greater diſtance by the local advantage of eaſier 
purchaſe and cheaper manufacture; for Coals may be had in Cape Breton 
* and all over Nova Scotia, even at the ſurface, but ſurely at no greater 
te expence than digging five or ſix feet; whereas in Old England, digging 
* for Coals, and bringing them up to the ſurface, required an immenſe deal 
ce of ingenuity, and a moſt expenſive machinery!“ This letter contained 
likewiſe a variety of new remarles upon America and England reſpectively. 

Tarzsz two Pamphlets Colonel Monſon, ſent to England, after having 
declared here, that they conſidered a ſubject already trite, under a new point 
of view. But they were Neely followed by a letter, intituled State of 

| Europe 


[5 1. 
Europe in 1800. a ous s novel ſubject created inan original . > 0 . 


All three were ſent to England, anonimous: all three were printed in Lon- 4 
don with not a ſingle note of emendation, and all three paſſed for done by an 4 Ws 
Engliſhman. The reviewers in giving a lift of the new works printed, men- f 
tioned them both, without adding a word of encomium or blame, and juſt f f 


as they had mentioned fifty more publications, of which they only indicated | | 
the contents and date. This laſt tranſaction, Mr. Champain, now at Dacca | 
is well informed of; indeed the author of theſe three Pamphlets never kept a | 


copy of any of theſe papers, and he had forgot them totally, But the gen- | 
| 
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tleman having chanced to find him in 1779 at a certain Armenian girl's, 
called Mrs. Drivers, he mentioned the letter on the year 1800, and told him 


that he knew more of it than was ſuſpected; for be had a copy of it. 
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Tun ſame man in the year 1776 had a conſiderable different with the Pro- 
vincial Council of M8Srſh8dabad, who were guilty towards him of a glaring 
injuſtice (and this was the expreſſion uſed by Governor Haſtings himſelf in 
full Council.) In the ſequel the man who ſaw that the public and even 
the Supreme Council itſelf ſwayed by the name and authority of Provincial 
Council, had greatly miſtaken his caſe, thought it incumbant upon him to ſet 
the public to rights; and he diſtributed ten copies of a long letter of twenty 
pages written on the ſubject. All that I can fay about it is, that it turned the tide 
of popular favor, and produced the gain of his cauſe, But as it repreſented 
the glaring injuſtice in ſuch a manner as rendered the Provincial Council, 
both odious and ridiculous, and even threw a ſlur upon ſome operations of 
Government itſelf, the Supreme Council wrote to their ſubſtitutes at M8r- 
ſh8dabad to let the man alone benceforward. This letter was read by Sir 
Elijah Impey ; and the man happening once to be at breakfaſt with that Magiſ- 
trate, but at the other end of the table, a Captain of an Eaſt Indiaman, who was 


— 1 


*— 


(9) I have ſeen ſome years after a French or an Engliſh work on the ſame fubjeRt; and I remember of 
a French work on the year 2000, Both might ſeem to borrow largely from me, bat treat tlic uber in a much | 
more extenſive manner, | 1 0 
, Mi nes 4 
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| L 16 1 
cloſe to Sir E. aſked him whether theman could ſpeak ſome Engliſh ? ſpeak eme 
Engliſh! anſwered the Magiſtrate in a low voice, but which I overheard, be 


writes it as they do in London; without having ever been in England; and be it - ; 


fm writter in polemics: the latter phraſe was unn with a ſneef. 


I have been obliged, Sir, to run over all chat detail, i in er to thew you 
a ſucceſſion of men of parts, who never have objected to my Engliſhʒ whe- 
ther in letters or in a Pamphlet; and alſo in order to aſk how it happens, 
that this ſame man in writting a book of hiſtory in eighteen Sections, that is in 
binding together eighteen Pamphlets, ſhould have chanced at once to write ſo 
very ill, that no leſs than twenty perſon at table( Io) have declared that there was . 
no reading two pages of it. Are not all thoſe ſoleciſmes, and all thoſe faults. 
of grammer and ſyntax, owing to the careleſneſs of the impreſſion; or is it 
neceſſary that in a cauſe which ſo deeply effects not only his credit, but very 
deeply his fortune, he ſhould ſtand up to ſpeak in his own praiſe, or at leaſt 
to oppoſe to the oppinion of twenty men, the teſtimonies of, not twenty men, 
indeed, but of five men of parts, anda nameleſs one, whot hink advantageouſly 
of the work; the latter in particular in writing to a friend at Patna, (and I ſaw 
his letter by mere chance) tells him that it is in good language, and that it does 
not read like a tranſlation. Were I to add a few illuſtrious names, ſuch as Gene- 
ral Carnac's, Colonel Murray's, Mr. Chapman's, Mr: M'Kenzie's, * and ſeveral _ 
others, Lucan's Verſe of Adver/as-que Aquilas, et pila minantia pilis, might find 
its place here; and a file of Engliſhmen might be oppoſed to a file of Engliſhmen. 
| 5 


ALL theſe people, whether in Europe or in India, never ſuſpected that I 
wrote quite like a foreigner, (and indeed they ſoon would have told me fo, had 
they thought it;) and it is no leſs certain that it is only ſince I have wrote 


hiſtory, that is ſince, I have thrown away the maſk, and given myſelf for what 


K 


(20) At Mr. 8 s in cen. 


* Colonel John Murray is Commiſſary- general in India, with a ſeat at the Supreme Connell: the two 
other Gentlemen are inuuſted with offices of Importance; and 9 Carnac is known for an n eminent 
ſcholar. _ / 


I was, 


8 

] was, that I have been taken for a foreigner, and havs been thought ſo greatly 
defective in language: let us examine then whether this be not owing, to 
this incident, that a tranſlation, although 0 ſo excellent, muſt unavoid- 
ably look like a tranſlation, that is, look like ſomething foreign. But 
if this be the caſe with the Greek and Latin writers, whoſe ideas, no- 
tions, Religion, ways of ſpeaking, Gods, terms of war, terms of eloquence 
and arts and ſciences, with a infinity of ſimple and compound words, have 
been naturalized in the languages of Europe; what muſt be the caſe of a 
tranſlation from the Perſian, into the Engliſh or any other European lan- 
guage, where there 1s as much diverſity in thoſe articles, as there i is ſimi- 
larity in the European ones? Is it not natural enough to ſuppoſe that ſome 
anomalies, and ſome out of the way expreſſions, muſt unavoidably become 
the reſult of that inſurmountable diverſity? Is it not natural to ſuppoſe, and 
would it not be generous to think, that were a tranſlation in as fine a lan- 
guage as that of the beſt Engliſh hiſtorians, it would unavoidably deviate 


from the genuineneſs of the text? 


Bur is it not mortifying enough that ſo much beauty of ſtyle ſhould be 
required of an accidental writer, who at moſt is but a Semi-Engliſhman; 
and who unqueſtionably had views of his own, quite foreign to the vanity 
of rurning author? Is it not exceedingly hard that ſo much exactneſs ſhould 


be required of a man under ſuch a ſingular predicament; at a time that 


England, England as it is, cannot boaſt of a ſingle tolerable hiſtorian ear- 
lier, than the times that have produced the Hume, the Littleton's, the 
Robertſon's, the Gibon's, and the Juniuſes, &c. ? go tnrough all the wri- 
ters of Henry the Eigth's reign, and through. all thoſe of the times of 
Queen Elizabeth, and of James the Firſt: they are become obſolete, will 


you ſay: indeed they are ſo as to the words, and arrangement, and the 


rounding. of the periods (11), but they are ſo alſo as to the ſtyle. Look 


—c_ 


(110 It is needles to inſiſt that the Bible, as tranſlated by Cranmer and the others, is a claſſical book to this 
day. Claſſical it is, becauſe Religion has received no aſteration from that day, and becauſe the very turn of the 


phralc has been inſenſibly transfuſed into the Engliſh language. Ss 
C | | ator 
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ſwered any otherwiſe, 
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throughout all that Mimenſiry of writings publiſhed in King Charles the 


Firſt's reign by the Parliament and by it's adverſaries: you ſhall find folid 


reaſoning, but conveyed in coarſe, home-ſpun, indeed in clowniſh language; 
and I cannot except one fingle writing from that cenſure, ſave the anſwers 


penned by King Charles himſelf, or by his Secretary Lord Falkland. 
Throughout that witty reign of Charles the ſecond, I fee good language 
enough in ſome authors, and flowing verſes in Waller, but very harſh 
writings every elfe-where, and ſome foleciſines and faults of grammar even 
in acts of Parliament (look at Blackſtone's commentaries) But would any 
man chuſe to write as did Hobbes and Harrington? (I except Alegernoon | 


Sydney.) And would an hiſtorian take the long winded, although very 


ſenſible, periods of Clarendon's for his model? would the unequal: and 
inexact Burnet, or the very ſenſible, - but now and then Scutri- 
lous Swift, be taken for a pattern in theſe days in that kind of 
writing? and ſhall Harte's hiſtory of Charles the Twelfth be reputed 


legible, although ſupported by no leſs a man than à Cheſterfield? no 
indeed, no: ſo long as people ſhall have ſuch books as | thoſe that 


haye done ſo much honor to England; books in which the Engliſh 
have taken the Lead of all Europe theſe forty years, without being 


equalled by any Nation of the. world to.this day; no one will think of 


thoſe early authors for his models. Even Dryden, the great Dryden, of 
whom Pope himſelf uſed to ſay with regret: Virgilium tantum vidi, even 
Dryden is ſtrangely neglected in an infinity of places; and excepted in 
his ode to St. Cecilia, he ſeems inferior to Pope almoſt every Where. 
Ir is then in a Nation which has ſoared but of late, that they expect 4 
ſoaring ſtyle, and a ſoaring performance in a man who never pretended to 
be a writer, who has tranſlated only from the Perſtan, and who has 
tranſlated from it, barely becaufe his purpoſe could not hve been an- 


Ss 


LX 


IL 
Lier us then drop that invidious ſubject: independently of that, it 10 
alſo highly diſagreeable: the more ſo, as T have lately ſeen two pages 
ol a tranſlation of the Seir-el-Mutaqherin, made in India, and of twelve 
made in Europe; and although it would be deemed vanity to talk here 
of my own; yet, as I cannot after all diveſt my own ſelf of conſciouſneſs, I 
ſhall only deſire you to remember the ſaying of a certain Earl of Warwick 
of old, called the King-maker, who was a tall ſtout man, and an old war- 
rior. | A friend of his was whiſpering into his ear, that a certain man, 
highly diſcontented, had thoughts of aſſaſſinating him. At that very mo- 
ment the man chanced to paſs by in the ſtreet: the Earl, who only caſt a 
look at him, ſaid immediately: this man will never kill me. Theſe two 
tranſlators, then, will never kill me; and I appeal, Sir, to your own future 


knowledge in five years hence. 


* 


So poſitive a prediction in my own behalf is very daring, will you ſay: | 


Sir, it is; but till it is out of my power to diveſt myſelf of conſciouſneſs: 
however here is another perdiction ſtill ſtronger, and full as preciſe: Pleaſe, Sir, 
to mark my words: you have, (and undoubtedly you ſpoke both by echo 
and by report, as well as upon your own judgement), you have ſpoken 
lightly of my large Pamphlet of 90 pages, and have added that a Gover- 
nor-general bad nothing to do with a- quarrel of mine with Mahmed- 
reza-qhan; or in other words, that ſuch a pamplet would never kill any 


man. I inform you, Sir, full two years beforehand, that it will make a 
great deal of noiſe, and will kill ſome one at leaſt, Mark my words: 


mark the boldneſs. and preciſion of the prediction: It is none of thoſe 
predictions that have made ſo much noiſe in the world, and which being 
written in the moſt imperfect, and moſt uncouth, and molt barbarous 
language in the world, (a language that does not diſcriminate betwixt 
the perfect and future tenſes; ſo that the predictions written in it may 
be tranſlated rightly in a paſt tenſe as well as in a future one). It is 


in Engliſh, I make that perdiction: in one of the moſt perfect languages 
0k A that 
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aha ever exiſted:® the pamphlet infallibly ſhall kill ſome body. But when? 
when jaded myſelf with ſcribbling, and oppreſſed by age, as well as be- 
come averſe to motion, I ſhall coldly look at the corpſe without being 


inclined to get up, and ſtoop down, to ſtrip it of ſome of it's clothes. 


But fince the ſubject of that Pamphlet is come of itſelf at the end of my 
pen, and we differ ſo widely as to it's matter and future fate, and indeed, as 


to it's very intent and purport; allow me, Sir, to ſet you to rights on thoſe two 


laſt heads, which upon a curſory view, yon have doubtleſs miſconceived. 


. ' You ſay that a Governor-general has nothing to do with my quarrel with 
Mahmed-reza-qhan. This being ſo bold an aſſertion, I ſhall oppoſe it by 
one: full as bold: he has. A Governor-general i 1s, not only the Company's 
rax-gatherer, and it's man-killer; he is alſo it's Supreme Magiſtrate, the 


man that /ees that juſtice is rendered to every one. At this rate, Sir, the King 


of England, who is the tax-gatherer born of the Nation, and it's General in 
chief, as well as its high Admiral, ſhould have nothing to do with the little 


quarrels about meums and tuums, that are riſing daily amongſt the meaneſt 


ſubject; and yet, he preſides virtually there in civil matters; for inſtance at 
the court of Common Pleas, as he does at the King's-bench, in criminal ones: 
nor is the Chancellor in his Court of Equity any thing elſe but the King's 
repreſentative and ſubſtitute. A Governor-general is then by ſtation obliged 
to attend to the redreſs of the meaneſt ſubject. But, what if this injury, 


f glaring, and ruinous as it may be to the latter, involves in his caſe all ſub- 
jects whather( 12)? and what, if the very narrative of that caſe ſuppoſes, that 
there is not much perſonal exception, alias injuſtice, in that man's caſe; as that 


caſe of his, ſhocking as it Won is no more than that of all thoſe refractory 


"I... 


— 


94 ſuſpect it to be full as Tas but even PN than the Greeck, which one would call the 
moſt perfect language that was ever ſpoken by man. M74 

(12) Reckoning eight millions of ſouls throughout Great Britain, it cada a * whether there 
may be a hundred men amongſt them of importance or of criminality enough to be liable to a ſeizure of 
papers, as was Wilkes; and yet the whole nation roſe as one man in his caſe : It i is not ſo with my own: 
Every man in Bengal, and the loweſt, more than all, is Lableto be p out LH his grounds; or at 1 leaſh, 


to be ranſomed for it. | | # 
N men 
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men, who abſolutely intend and pretend to carry a cauſe, not by paying 
down a codſideration of fifty, or ſixty per cent, but by dint of right, and by 1 
dint of argument? What if the Civil court of juſtice at M8rſh8d-abad_. 1 
proves to be exactly under the ſame predicament? And at a time when 
every month brings forth ſome new regulation for the army, (an army 
fluſhed by twenty years victories, and faſtroned by twenty years diſcipline. 9 
an army that will fight very well, whether ſome little regulation ſhould | | 
take place or not;) will no Goyernor-general think his duty deeply con- 
cerned in propoſing ſome alterations in the mode of diſtributing juſtice to 
the ſubject? will he not attend to ſuch, a daily perverſion of juſtice? then 
no taxes are due to bim: no obedience is due to his commands —Who ſays ſo? 
and who is there preaching ſedition and anarchy? Ir is Sir, the Author of 
the Seir-el-Mutaqherin, who tells you in his ſecond Volume, that ſubmiſſion in | 
the ſubjeF, and an intenſe religious regard to diſtributive juſtice, in the Ruler, are | ; 
terms correlative; and that the one cannot exiſt, where the other ceaſes to be. 


* — —U— — — 


Po — 1 
—— ES - 


Pg 
— 


* om. — — — 


by =o a> > ALE —— — — 
1 7 . % Wh 


- — —— — uj 
= 


You are ſurprized at ſuch a language in an Aſiatic: but here is a 
great deal more. The ſame Author tells you (and his words have been 
printed in Italics, to render them more prominent) © that the apathy of 
ce the Engliſh, (has the Perſian ſuch a word? it has: look at the origin- 
« al.) That the apathy of the Engliſh in whatever concerns the natives, 
* and their innate indifference for whatever is not war or politicks, that is, 


te themſelves, is the moſt diſcouraging (ideſt, the moſt revolting) circum- 


« ſtance in the world: he— —”” but there would be no end to cita- 
tions of the kind. Lock at the ſecond Volume, and attend, not only to 
what it ſays openly, but to what it inſinuates, and to what concluſions it 
C points out filently with the finger. Obſerve, Sir, that all theſe complaints 
about the bad juſtice to be had in Bengal, and the apathy and careleſſneſs 
.of the Engliſh Government on that head, is no novel ſubjecl: the 
author wrote ſo early as fourteen years ago: to theſe hints which he gives 


you about the ſtate of the civil and criminal Juſtices in Bengal twelve 
N or 


— — —_— — 


with a great deal of eaſe, but alſo with much ſneering and much contumely 


22 1 
or fourteen years ago, join the many ſhocking caſes mentioned, and autken- 


ticated beyond doubt in Bolts his India tracts, (caſes on which the moſt 
eminent Lawyers in England have given their opinions in vain; for they have 


remained unredreſſed.) Add to all that, the caſe of two Armenians who 
travelled to England, to obtain redreſs againſt Verelſt; and who after ob- 

taining forty two thoufand Rupees principal, eight thouſand Rupees coſts, 
and four thouſand Rupees damages, were, nevertheleſs compleatly ruined 
by a voyage and fojourn, that took up eleven years: attend to this, that the 
fame camplaints uſhered by Bolts and by fo many Engliſhmen in 1766, and 


"continued by our author throughout the period of fourteen years, are repeat- 


ed to-day by a man who prints himſelf, and appeals to records: take into 
your account that ſo many glaring ichuſtices have been heaped, not only 


upon a man, who could ſpeak and write for himſelf, and who always 
thought that the Engliſh Government ſeldim failed to afford redreſs, when 
applied to; attend to all that put together; and then ſay with me, what 


then muſt be, muſt have been all this while, and muſt infallibly be benceforward, 


tbe caſe 0” theſe million; of n 04th eſs wretches, who through ignorance and pre- 


judice, having imbibed the moſt unworthy notions of the Engliſh, both as a Nation 


and as individuals, real y think that their whole Government amounts to nothing 
better than à perpetual ſcene of ſac and plunder, the links whereof aſcend regularly 
from the loweſt individual th the higheſt Nation? put all theſe conſiderations 
together, attend to the conſtant lucceſſion of the ſame wrongs, and the 
fame complaints for a ſeries of no leſs than ſix and twenty years; and con- 
clude then, that the Engliſh Government in this country labours under a radi- 


cal defef, which nothing will extirpate, but a new modelling of the Courts of 


Juſtice, and a ſevere puniſhment of delinquency. 


You will, I fee that plainly, oppoſe to ſuch a picture, the nouriſhing cul- 


tivation of the country, and rhe flouriſhing flate of the Revenue: I admit 


both in a great degree; - WTI on your fide, that the coutitry 
was 


[,23 1 


was at all times as much cultivated as to day, if not a great deal more (13); 


that. about a Coror a year ariſes from branches of Revenue, either unknown 


to the former Government, or kept on the loweſt footing : (for inſtance, | 


'Salt-petre, Opium, and Salt; and 1 have ſeen Salt in 1756 at 34: and it 
was in 1780 at As in Calcutta; whereas it has been of late at 250 and 380): 

You muſt admit that the Reveaues are now collected with a vigor and pre- 
ciſion unknown to the Hindoſtany Government. You muſt admit that 
notwithſtanding that inattention, -and that laxity imputed to that Govern- 
ment, and notwithſtanding that the country was almoſt annually ravaged by 
ſome army or other: and that one full third of it, and that two the very beſt, 


was conſtantly under contribution to an enemy; yet, that this government 
realiſed a greal deal more than the Engliſh Government; and what proves 
irrefragably that the country was incomparably more flouriſhing, the very 
individuals, as collectors of Revenue, or indeed as merchants, accumulated 


amazing fortunes, Mas now a Collector or Fojdar of Baghalpoor opportu- 


nities of making up a fortune of a Coror in fourteen years, as has done, 


Atta-olla-qhan in the Seir-el-Mutaqherin ? Has one private man, with no 
other income than the Sàyrat of M8rſh8dabad, that is, the duties other 
than the land-tax; has he any means of making one Coror in twelve years ? 
this man 1s Hadji-Ahmed. Will a Jagatſeat now, after having been plun- 
dee by the Marhattas of full two Corors in Arco Rupees only, give 


"a The proof is ircfragable: 88 with much fewer taxes, ad 3 lower duties, re · 
ceived and ſpent an income fifty per Cent greater than is gathered by the Engliſh. It is not to muſty re- 
gilters that we nuilt zecur, but to facts, and reaſoning ; for inſtance, it is certain that the Navara (or flect 
to be built at Dacca) had no, more than eighty villages or forty thouſand Rupees allowed to its expences, 
nor was more borne upon the Books, in which the old ſtile had become etiquette; and it is no leſs cer - 
tain, that thoſe villages under Aali-verdi-qhan yielded three lacks notoriouſly; and ſo of other articles. 
It is certain alſo, that when Mir-Caſſem-qhan had brought his Government to bear, the country was ſo 
well cultivated, that we have {een in Calcutta ſixty feers of Wheat for a Rupee, ſeventy-five of Rice, twenty 
of Oil, and eight of Ghee; ard all that, mind it, whilſt the Country had four of five times more cur- 
rent caſh that it can pretend to in theſe days. Laſtly we may remember that P8raniah, which does not 
clear now ſeven lacs a year, yielded then fifty, with a great deal of eaſe, And where is the proof of all 
that? In the SEir-el-mutaqherin, where a man who lived as a friend, and as a miniſter with the Gover- 
nor of this laſt Country, tells you that at bis death, which happened the ſeventh year of that man's govern- 
ment, he (the my found in ata bang 2 caſh, and full half as much in other effects. 
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| government the next fixth months bills of exchange for fifty, Gixty, and 


a hundred lacks, payable at ſight? Look for all that, and for a great 
deal more, in the Seir-el- Mutaqherin. So far from that, Jagatſear has 
not been able to pay, but by inſtallments, a bill of one hundred 


and forty thouſand rupees in 1787. Do you ſee a ſingle” houſe raifed 


now throughout all Dacca, Patna, and M8rſh8dabad, but by the de- 
pendants of the Engliſh,, or by thoſe of the two Navvabs, or by 
Djeſſaret- qhan's family, or hitab-ray” s family ? (And all theſe are de- 

pendants of the Engliſh ?) and of what are made theſe new houſes? Of 
bricks taken from tenements going to ruins. Do you ſee throughout theſe | 
cities, and likewiſe throughout Malda, P8raniah and H8gly, any thing 
but houſes mouldering away, cottages of mud and ftraw raiſed in the halls 
of former houſes, and a picture of wretchedneſs and deſolation ſtalking 
forth every where? do thoſe cities contain one ſingle merchant, not an Eu- 
ropean or an Armenian, worth fifty t thouſand rupees? Not one. I know 
them all. No: nor one Banker capable to afford a draught of fifty thouſand 
rupees. Do you hear to day of any ſingle individual venturing upon making 
thoſe expenſive wharfs and quays, which we admire to EP u 


| thoſe cities ? 


Lzr then KR Engliſh look to eme with Maſters the 2 55 en- 
lightened in the world, with an adminiſtration equitable and full of lenity 
after all, and with a government vigorous and attentive, that has kept public 


enemies and ravagers out of theſe countries theſe twenty ſix years paſt; how 


does it happen that their cities bear ſuch marks of deſolation, and increaſing 


wretchedneſs ? 


LzT us bolt out 1 Fry 0 fat jufftia: ruat ati ). It is this: be- 
cauſe the civil and criminal diſtribution of juſtice i is managed-in ſuch a 
manner, that ſecurity of perſon is doubtful, and perſonal property infinitely 
more inſecure: becauſe no lefs than twenty enlightened Engliſhmen, fitting 


at table, have unanimouſly uttered this blaſ phemy: what buſineſs bas a 
; | Governor- 


＋ 285.3] 


Governor- General with Muſtepha's quarrel with Mabmed-reza-qhan? 


that is in other words, what buff neſs have Supreme Magiſtrates with a. cloſe 
inſpeFion into the manner of diſtributing juſtice to Individuals ? And why ene 
they care about procuring them Fall redreſs? 


ae it appears by Bolts his tracts written ſix and twenty years ago 
(tracts uncontradicted to this day) and alſo by the hiſtorian of the Stir- el- Mu- 


taqherin' s eternal complaints theſe full fourteen years; and laſtly by a Pam- 
| phlet written this year (and all theſe form a chain, highly diſgraceful) that 
the maxim, we are come to make our fortune in India, and will make it ſome 
way or . other, is much adopted amongſt the individuals of this 


| Nation; and that it's very rulers ſay, at leaſt by their ſilence and apathy, 


the very ſame ſentence, adapted to their peculiar ſtations: We are come in 


India 2 gather taxes, kill people, and make conqueſts, ——— and. = 


and —— and —— care little about all the reſt. What Gentlemen, 


* man innocent, and moreover an induſtrious ſubject, is deſpoiled of a 
| property amounting to fifteen hundred pounds ſterling, beſides receiving 
ſeveral other enormous wrongs: he comes to the fountain-head for redreſs, 
and your rulers tell him: what is it to us whether you are ruined or not by our 
| Government? What? no redreſs at all to be obtained in Bengal? And-what 
would your travellers ſay, had ſuch an event happened at Algiers, in Tur- 


key, « or in China? What ? that boaſted government of your's admits not 


3 of a redreſs, affords it not, is not ſuſceptible of it? 


The candle where the wick ts yet burning, will ſoon. catch fire again, 8 the 


1 of the hiſtory of India. You have been, Sir, and ſo has been, I 


+ . fuppoſe, the people of England, much edified by the accounts, repeatedly 
_ ſent thither of the fatisfa&tion enjoyed by all ranks of people under the 


_ Engliſh Government, and eſpecially of their zeal in making feux-dejoyes 
for the recovery of the King of England's heath, Chimeras, all that 
-» Nane: but the Armenians were ſincere in thoſe demonſtrations; not are they 
»0G i: Caen without ſeyere complaints againſt the remiſſneſs of Go- 
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vernment, 15 judicial matters, &c. &c. This is the general complaint 
all over the country; and to my ſorrow, I find it has diſcontented all minds, 
and alienated all hearts. All hearts! Can that be true? Look at it yourfelf; 

and for that purpoſe remember two facts irrefragable, a very modern one, 
and a very old one. The firſt is this; if ever an European was beloved'in 

India, it muſt have been Haſtings; and if ever a man had a chance of render- 
ing the Engliſh Government, tolerable at leaſt, if not acceptable to the na- 

tives, it muſt have been Haſtings; and yet, behold: hardly i is this man ſup- 
poſed killed (13), than a/l, all Sir, (it is the very word;) all, think of rifing 
on the} Engliſh, Our Zemindars ſtand-up: keep correſpondences with Cheyr- 


ing: our Sipahis talk irreverently of their maſters, and deſert in ſnoals: the 
of Faiz-abad raiſe their drooping heads; and Middleton and 


. * Pp . 
>. L Ky Na 18 4 177 


very old Begums 
Cobonel Martin are obliged to barricade their quarters, and to place cannon: 


in one word, the country proves unanimouſly ripe for a revolution: (theſe 
being theyery words uſed by 1 the Supreme Council to the board of Directors) 
let us now look up to the other fact. Tranſport yourſelf in imagination into that 
period of years that have clapſed between 1555 and 1 570: : riſe in the air, and 
behold the cities and towns of Munſter and Oſnabruck in Germany; Baſle, 
in Switzerland; Antwerp and Mechlin, in the Netherlands; Stirling and 

ö Perth, in Scotland: (I omit hundreds of others) all theſe towns to a man, 
were zealous Romaniſt's theſe hundreds of years paſt: they were ſo. 

yeſterday ; yeſterday, they had beheld with a ſavage exaltation, a poor 

RG” _ Jew burned to aſhes. (no, roaſted alive, firſt) for the | heinous: crime 

of baving procured a conſecrated hoſt, and ſacrificed it on Eaſter-day, 

by ſtabing it with a knife, (although Jews have ceaſed to have bloody 

Kacrifices theſe thouſands of years paſt) from which wounds plenty of blood bad 

7 flowed (14)= —the blood of CO, the Sal I n of God Almigh- 

ah Sree ty, 


** ( x * He was e rind to have been killed | in attempring to 9 out of of Banarebs; ; and men 
"p expreſſes, reported at MSrſh$dabad, that 8. hag ſeen-his Bead and A 85 Wg ep at »Bidjaigur, 


© the Fortreſs of Cheyt- ſing's. | 
(14) If ever an abſurd accuſation was ſet up, it — have 1 this one, 0 Sten puniſhed in Jews: 


For before a Jew thould give a ſtab to an hot, and buy it for chat purpoſe, be muſt of all neceſſity firſt of 
all 


mongſt that multitude, chat now tramples on them, and who two hours a- 


| L -Þ 
ty, which ſon is himſelf God Almighty. The Prieſt from whom the hoft 
bad been ſtolen, depoſes in behalf of the fact, with twenty men more; 
\ twenty honeſt Chriſtians more depoſe their having been peeping at the Jew, 
whilſt he gave the ſtab; and a hundred more depoſe their having ſeen the 
blood on the, floor. The Jew is ſeized, placed on the higheſt church 
ſteeple, chained toa ſtake, and roaſted ſlowly, to the mighty exultation of thou- | 7 
ſands of people who pride on their having aſſiſted at ſuch a ſpectacle. All theſe 
to aan were zealous Romaniſts to that very hour: 4s far as ten o Cloct at 
 wight; as far as eleven; as far as twelve; gs far as one in the morning——It is 

now two o Clock hark hat an horrid noiſe !—— What ſcreams ! 
Sood God! is the town on fire? No; it is only the multitude o. 
pyeſterday, Which is totally altered they plunder the churches of their 

kiches, beat and abuſe thoſe Prieſts and Monks (whoſe ſleeves they had 
been kiſſing two hours ago, and whom they now call Shavelings) pull 
down and break to pieces all thoſe wooden Saints, that had performed 

- miracles yeſterday; and throw down and trample under foot whole chalices 

filled with. conſecrated hoſts, thoſe tremendous hoſts that contained two hours a- 

g in fleſh and boold, a man that had ſuffered two thouſand years ago, 
and now paſſed for no leſs than God Almighty Bimſelf. Nor is there a- 


— 


go firmly believed that a wafer as big as a ſhilling could ſhed blood in 
torrents: Nor is there one ſingle individual afraid of having hue nn on 


fleſh and blood and bones. 5 i 


"Taz two facts are now brought within your recollection: compare 


then the two events together, and draw your own concluſions: only | 0 

let me aſæ you this plain queſtion: do you really believe that thoſe he ee hh 

men became ö at once, in the interval which clapſed berweeen 4 NY 0 
n _ 


A chat a certain 3 4 his, that has ſuffered two thouſand years ago at 3 is 


alive here: that he, a man five feet high, is alive in every one of thoſe wafers, not one of which looks | 1 
bigger or thicker than a ſhilling, Such and the like accuſations never failed to be ſet up againſt Jews by | 


powerful men, as they proved the ſhorteſt and ſafeſt way for cancelling the ec opt EY | 
bog ect | th 4 3 
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one &Clotk and two o' Clock in the morning? Reft aſſured chat 
they muſt Have been long ago ſo, and were kept down only by che irre- 


fragable argument of favor and Are, ideſt bayonnets' and field pieces. N n= 


nother irrefragable fact occurs to my mind, and it is a very melancholy” 
one: all the letters of Admiral Hughes in 1780, of Geiteral"Cootes, 
of the Council of Madras, all the private letters, às well as all the pub! 
lic ones, dwell conſtantly on this melancholy fact, that from Ganjam 


0 Cape Comorin * there was not A native; but proved diſaffectedd 


« to the Engliſh, Kc. &c.; ſo that no intelligence could be had from 
«any of them; or if at any at all, it was always a Juggefted one. What? af- 
ter forty years acquaintance, the Engliſh had not acquired a fingle well- 
wiſher in a country of 250 leagues in length? then there muſt be, there is; 
ſome radical defect lurking under the Engliſh Government: what is it? 
But all this in an excurſion from my ſubject, which was not my Pamphlet 
on the courts of juſtices of M 3rſh8dabad,, but my hiſtory of India. 


. Fs ie 


Tus hiſtory of India happens to be criticized even as to the ritle i it bears: 
and ſo it may; for it does not bear that which] approy e. It appears by the 
rough draught of my firſt tranſlation in December 1786, chat the title was, 
Review of Modern times; this title however was daſhed ſome months after, 
and I wrote above it Amuſements of Paſterity; and it was the title it bore when 
in December 1788, I gave the firſt ſection of it to Mr. Cooper, the Printer. 
But the Printer having ſhewn it to a gentleman ſkilled in oriental languages, 
(Major K.) the latter daſhed the Amuſements of Poſterity and ſubſtituted Re- 
view of Modern times. Four days after, having called on the Printer, I objected 
to the alteration, gave my realons for it, daſhed the obnoxious words, and 
eſtabliſhed the former title: in which J ſhould have perſiſted, had I not 
been deterred by a note of Sir William Jones, who was of the ſame opinion 
with the former entleman. Indeed 8. W. J's. his animadverſion alone 
would have huſhed infallibly my own opinion : but here it came upon 


me with the additional weight of two to one : and the Review of Modern times 


6 þ is 


[WLLE__ TT Ic NR” TY eee. . . 2 7 : 5 f 
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is NOW; againſt my. opinion become the title of that book, And * again 
the Pile. minantia pilis, would recur again: for 1 have — Engliſhmen of. 1 


knowledge, who give their vote for Amuſements of Pifterity, and who. ap- 
prove, the arguments I I have advanced to ſupport my opinion. a 1005 ; 


— * * 


Tax W Stir, 1 am acquainted with from my child-hood, being him at 
Conſtantinople; and it ſignified then, as it does to- day in Minenſti s learned 
Dictionary, not preciſely review, but review. or view in walkeng: Deambulatia, 
and Promenade, ſays that author. This ſignification being once eſtabliſhed, we 
may aſk now in what ſenſe is the Promenade taken, paſſively or actiyely? If 
the latter, then modern-times are taking a promenade—ltf the former, then 

a Promenade i is taking throughout modern times. But when an author writes in 
| 1782, moſtly about events happened i in 167 580-90. and 1706 (1 5), and but 
little about thoſe of 1740 and downwards, can he be ſaid to write of modern 

times, whilſt the chain of hiſtorical writings by others reach, to the very year 
1708? and what, if the word Mutagherin ſhould ſignify, modern ones, if you 
will, but by all means thoſe that lagg bebind (1 6)? In that caſe Scir-el-Mutagberin 
would lignify Promenade or review made by thoſe that lagg behind, and of courſe 
Amuſements of poſterity; and this would be not a litteral tranſlate, but an 

| adequate one. Suffer me, Sir, to add fix words more to this very long letter. 


Beroxz ! take my leave of this ſubject, I cannot help remembering A 
remark which you have echoed from your friends about the ſixteen lines 
in che author' preface, and which I had the candor to acknowledge for 
being S. W. J. his property: they haye remarked on the extreme difference 
between thoſe ſixteen lines, and the reſt of the preface: pray, Sir, did they 
think that the whole of that hiſtory ought to have been written in that ſtyle ? 
and that a plain narrative of facts (called unornamented by the author himſelf) 
was to run at · the rate of that lofty ſhort-piece, which begining, like all 
the Eater prefaces, by the praiſes of God, and thoſe of his Meſſenger, i: is 


— 


(15) The Emperor Akan ai died in N ; 
(16) The root of the word is Taagbir; and eren Teragbi, which both 6gnify to delay, * lagg 


behind, | | 
| | 0 


* 19 
* 4 * 
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of Courts, ſieceprible of . aka pitch of poetica fublimity'?-d6 you | 


4410 


think that Sir William Jones, himſelf, when reſuming on the Bench the 
harrangues of two. ſides, and ballancing the arguments of two parties, 
would make uſe of that turn of phraſe, or of that pomp of words, which 
look ſo admirable 1 in that enchanting piece of his, inticuled the Maſe re- 
called ? And even admitting that he would, could it be in His power? 
could his ſubject riſe to that ſublimity of thought, and"thar felicity of 

expreſſion, ſo conſpicuous in that admirable ode of | his, probably the 
beſt of thoſe written in our century? No: and why?” becauſe the ſub⸗ 
je& irfelf does not admit that lofty ſtile. I dare fay you agree with me 
in opinion on this ſubject; but what ſhows that every man has his own, 
is, that a perſon, who is by no means deficient in either ſenſe or know- 

ledge, had the ſingularity, on my pointing out to him. the Propriety of lan- 
guage in chat ſhort piece of fixteen lines, to ſay, that, it was Priggif; ; 


and that he 4 not like it 2 much, as the plainne, eſs of the reſt. 


"Naw; Sir, if ever ſo ſublime a ſtyle as thit of Sir William Jones, finds 
detractors, what chance can have mine? admitting that my work ſhould be 
ſo ſuſceptible of a defenſe, I as - neither capacity, nor indeed incli- | 
nation. for a polendde controverſy; but as there is now in my houſe a friend 
willing enough to enter the liſts on that ſubject, he requeſts only; that 
thoſe that are ſo much diſpleaſed with that wretched performance of mine, 
may be pleaſed to deſcend to particulars, to point out thoſe obnoxious parts 
of the tranſlation that have diſpleaſed them, and to join thereto a corrg/pond-. 
ing tranſlation of their own, (for this is the only method to inveſtigate the 
matter to the bottom) then, and then only, will he give his full attendance to | 
every objection : provided, ſays he, and this 1 is the condition Sine * * 
| that they pay the Printers, 


Tunis, Sir, 1 is that man's requeſt; and here is mine: Ic cannot be aol 
that, drained as I am, of all my caſh, and reduced to extremities (to thoſe 
for inſtance, of ſelling trinkets, plates, and books) I ſhould return 

| e c che 


+54 


the aca thoſe that, FR purchaſed, ſets .of me theſe two months at. 'their 
an requeſts; but I ſhall contrive to return, and am firmly reſolved to 
return, the money of all thoſe, who having inadvertently ſubſcribed ſeveral 
| months ago, have thought themſelves cheated out of their money; nor 18 it 
in any maner neceſſary, or indeed convenient, chat they ſhould 7 return the 
books, which they have received: thoſe Books amount to full l cighe | hundred, | 
fo Gahan upon the en of wa Mienen, and GER requires ſo 
much care and ſolicitude, that by keeping thoſe Books out of oy view, they 


ſhall really; aer a favour pon me, and render me a ſervice. ” oP 90 


C1 * - 


Tam, Sir, is all that I can do, to give fatisfa@tion to my Subſcribers, 2d 
to Te myſelf eaſy. | | 94 


| 8 have forgot, Sir, to anſwer one of your Ape ies : in 10% 1 
time has the Book been finiſhed printing! ? 1n no leſs than nineteen months: 1 
1 inform you, that although to expedite the work, Thave not carried ſo ſtrict 
a hand over the Printers, as I might, -and I ought : and I, have moreover 
diſtributed of late, the ſeveral numbers to four ſeveral Printers, who of courſe 
have been obliged to numerote the pages long after they had been printed; 

yet for all that, 1 do not expect to ſee the laſt ſheets of the work, but by the 
middle of July next: and this has ſo diſguſted me with Printers and Books, 


— — 
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that to make ſure of my own reſolution, I have thrown into the fire about 


- 600 pages, which were part of an hiſtory of Caſhmir, which was very curious 
and which 1 had undertaken. Printing i in this country requires a young man 


and a rich one, AGE, Iam neither. 
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wy to what * have 1 of my aſſimilating ſo many Perſian words to 
| Engliſh ones, the lift I gave, is We whimſical nor e as er have 
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Faber, from the faxon Feder, and Pader. 
Nets e304 Dan 


4 


8 ins t 1 Ni! (ORE. ern 1 sine a 21 ff x \ 
. | SIA * 
Mather... pronounced N.. Nader. 8 : 
enen IIA. G ; 4.4 &: 68 6 2h L 
ler by the Engliſh, and ae. ee CHE Roe Mn 
MJ GAVE < gung teen 
der by the Saxons 'y 2 N. 91 150 Due | HIS 211 HQ 4 LU 8 


Brötber, pronounced Bra- . Birader, v9 nd alſo Brader, and Brazer. 3 
ther by the Engliſh, and by i | pod | 8 5 
che Saxons, Brader. p 2 0 ; 

Bar pronounced by ; Dogbter. 7 
the Saxons, as it 1s to-day | 2 > be SARI HO 
both by the Scots and by 3 5 Fete SHOE & 3822 ea! 
the Perſians, Daughter with 0 ; | 1 20 bh 1:13 9001 a Brist e 


a guttural aſpiration. 


* % 1% Aol ns * | 

Siber, pronounced by the "yp In ſome mountainous tradts of Perſia 
Engliſh ſome-what like Sa. where they ſpeak pure Perſian, without any 
a 54h dich n admixture of Arabic, (and the whole Shah- 
; 4 12a Nameh, that book of one hundred and twen- 
Ea at ad Le : yt thouſand verſes, has but one Arabic word, 
9 . and it was written fo early, as about the year - 
tix hundred of the Hedjra, or about 1260 


of the Chriſtian Zra;) in thoſe mountains, 
ko” III, it is neither” Hemſhirt which is an Epi- 
| thete, not unlike Com- mill or Comilk,” nor 
9haer; but Sus.” Little Siſter, Se. My 
little Siſter, Suſel- 8 . 


1 * - 
. | | Bur 
. 7 y 


in. 


ENGLISH. 


Burden, (name); to bear, | 


yerd. 
To Chaw, 
18 Hip. 
To Staud. 


Bear er. 


Bird, which a Welſh- 
man and a Sommerſet, man, 
would pronounce Pird, juſt 


as they pronounce Peard - 


for Beard. 
Name, 
To Tame, 


(0335)? 

PERSIAN. 

Burd, Burden: which ſignify, he carried: 
and to carry and bear. 

Cbabiden. Proverb: Ts Nan Cbabids, 8 


CY Gahide, Mi-ꝗbabi. 
Sipadin, and Sipiden, to fall drop afier drop. 


Nadin. And that antiently it was Aftanden, 


may be evinced from Curtius, who ſays that 


Darius-Codomanus, was an Aftanda of the 


late king's, that is, as he explains it, one who 
frood always before the Monarch ready to exe- 
cute his commands. 4 Chopdar. To- day 


that word would be ſounded Aftadd, or E- 


fade. 
Berid, Berid—i—in—nameb, the bearer of 


this letter; and although uſe has introduced 75 


the Arabick word Hammal for emen yet 


Berid is alſo uſed. 
Perid, and alſo Peri-endeh, en 


into Perendeh. Perid is Perſian for be flew. 


Narn, name: and alſo Namiden, to name, 
Tabmiden, which is hardly uſed by any but 
by Groomsand Jockeys, but which, like an in- 


finity of other Perſian words, has been preſerv- 


ed in India, betwixt which and Perſia we per- 


ceive ſo early as four thouſand years ago, a 


conſtant "intercourſe, a conſtant vaſſalage on 
8 5 6-2 
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Mäze, 


64 )+ 
PERSIA NN. 
the part of the former, with an amazing ſimi- 
larity in language, religious tenets, and wor- 
ſhips. Tahmna in India ſignifies to top. appeaſe, 
and alſo to be fopped; and that it is ſtill in uſe 


in Perſia in the ſame ſenſe it bore thouſands 


of years ago, may be proved by Nadyr-ſhab's 
firſt title, which was Tabhm-a/p-C8li-qhan, Equo- 
rum Domitor C8li-qhan, and alſo the Lord 


Soldier to Tabm-aſp, and not Tamas or Tomas- 


C84-4han as is written in ſo many books: for 
the epithet of hor/e breaker, ſo often given by 


Homer and Virgil to Diomedes, was alſo much 


affected by the Perſians, who being horſe men 


| born, were much pleaſed with thoſe ſame 
names, which the Greeks made ſo much uſe 


of, and which refered to ſome love for horſes, 


or to ſome talent in horſe · man- ſhip, Philo- bip- 


pus, Alias Philippus, Heges-hippus, Archi -bippus, 


&c. &c. 


Maz: an intricate winding path through 
woods and moutains, Hence a large pro- 
vince of Perſia on the Caſpian Sea, being be- 


yond a lofty chain of mountains, covered with 
thick woods; and having been itſelf a foreſt 


cleared for cultivation (as appears by the e- 
normous ſerpents and that infinity of Lions 


and other wild beaſts found antiently, and e 
ven now, there) this province of courſe was 


called the country within the Mazes or be- 


NAN „ we Be 
ENGLISH. PERSIAN. 
ts yond the Mazes; a name which it bears to 
this day Ma- anderan. 

Theſe few words are fuch as have occurred 
to me at ſo ſhort a warning; but I ſhall take 
care occaſionally to enlarge the liſt; and when it 
is recollected that the Saca-/ons, or Sar: ſons or 
Saxons were no more than a Colony of Saccas, 
who inhabited the northern provinces of 
Perſia upon the Ams; that all the Gothick 
nations emigrated unqueſtionably from the 
northern parts of Aſia into Europe, with 

Odin, Woden, or Goden at their head; and 
- that a Colony of Kermanis (Is it from that word 
that comes that of Germans and Caramanians? 
diſſatisfied with both their country and go- 
vernment, emigrated from Perſia into the 
northern parts of Europe; when we fhall 
Join all theſe hints together, we ſhall not be 
much ſurprized to find ſuch a number of 
. words to be both Perſian and Engliſh. 1 
© have once aſſembled g7 of them. 
Sherm and Sharm, 


Sharne, | 3 
No, 9 85 Na, | CY | ye” AE 

Hog, fo og: and if this word be often pronoun- 
2 ced Qßsg, it is becauſe the Perſians uſe the 


vat for four ſounds. 


Bill, . | Bill, an inſtrument made exactly like 3 


| bird's bill, and uſed in the ſtony ſoil of Periia 


| | to dig the ground with. Hence, Bill-dar a Pio- 


* 
- - 
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ENCLISII. l PERSIAN. | 
„ 445 0... . pe ppagunced Bell-dar by the Indians, but 
DS at b - ritten Bill-dar; although the ground being ſo 
2 2 f 2 much ſofter in India, Pioneers are armed 

285 * 5 i 4 hy x | with A kind of Shovel, called Chapa in De- 

1 : | 0 8 ; can, dal in Bengal, and Paorà in * 
. SES - or 
1 Rod, or even Rood, N the Perſians 
8%. 35. Nele 2 © and; THOR no proper letter, and in all the oriental 
languages, vowels are interchangeable. Rood 
ae the mouth of a river, and alſo a river. 


Fun, Toru, Tarank; a ſea Peſſel, uſed in 
1% gon ia the Gulf of Perſia, and called Nn, by 
| ut Europeans. 2 


Ap here 1: conceive” that ſome critick ſhall ſtand up, and read to 
me, or repeat, that whole chapter of Swift's about Etimons ; and to his 
ſneering I: ſhall anſwer, not by addreſſing the critick himſelf, but by direct- 
ing "7 words to Swift: and this would inch in the following manner. 


18 8 
| I ACKNOWLEDOE. that 5 you have brought up a great deal of i ingenuity 
and much machinery to inform us of the Etimons of Pail- upon: eaſe us 
(which you make the conſtjtuent 5 of Peloponeſus), and of Andrew Mac- 
kay, which you prove to be the original words of Andromache, that tall wife 
of Hector, which your countrymen pronounce Andromaki. But, Sir, pleaſe | 
to mind that the queſtion j is not, what theſe words may ſignify to day in 


Te my 7 COLO B10 


the language of your contrymen, bur only what they ſignified two or three 


| thouſand years ago in the country which the Greecks inhabited. Now 


without any of thoſe engines which you, have conjured up for your pur- 
Wort 


poſe, it appears plain nly, ye plainly, both from the hiftery and language of 


21:3 


that country, for inſtance "of 1 Pelopongſus,, that this Iſland was called Pelops- 


un iſos or Neſis, the Iod * Pelops, juſt as a certain Iſland in the South- 


ſeat 


"LL 2:87 5 ] 


ſea, well known to Admiral Anſon, is called to this day, Judn Fernandes. 
It is true, Sir, that an able man like you, may inake- theſe. two words to 
ſignify a broken-pate, or a crooked leg, in Iriſh, or in Albanagh or Erſe. But 
1 am ſorry for it for in the language ſpoken to this day by the inhabitants of 
that Ifland, thoſe words ſignify only Hand of Juan Fernandes. In the 
like manner the tall conſort, who in her youth had been, as is the cuſton a 


of her country, often wreſtling with young men, is called not, Andromaki, 
as you ſound it, but only Andri-maghi, the ſhe fighter of men. Nor did 
the words Achilles in the language ſpoken by that hero and by his country- 


- . 
\ ; 
\ * * 


men, ſignify three thouſand years ago, any thing more, than what he * "MVPs 12 * 225 * ; 
was well known to be: the man with thick M. = f © - "Ho 8 F 5 N 

I cannorT help adding here ſome remarks on Etimons in general, againſt 
which article numbers of people never fail to have ſome words of that | LOR 1 
chapter of Swift's at their finger's ends. What would ve ot Kid Swift. 3 — FRY 
himſelf to a man who ſhould have told bim tha the F@gnch word Fur, l 1 Eo f 


came from the Latin word Dies? Is that poſſible ?. Is chat proba eq Deter J 


* © % * 
= Y, | F 
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mine yourſelf thoſe two articles; for my part I know chat it ls certain For in h A 
. . g n 2 | 8. | 2 * SN 34 

the lower Empire they had diſuſed the wartl, Re tꝗ make uſe f. it -‚˖ RS 5 ne 
Diurnus, which being pronounced in the Icakao and Provence), manngr r 
(and this laſt was then the univerſal language of the- ſouth of Europe) 9. „ 
r | 1 02: | (I IIS W., INT GIS M.A DNS. * 
as Djiurnus ( Dji8rnss ) very naturally produced Gtorno in pe «pd or \ 
or jour in French, pronounced Nis ,by« cher southern French, Juſt 33" n 


| * 5 YI % > 0 
the word Equus having been ſuptrceded by that of Caballus has given wed I oo OS ORCS. 


birth to Cavallo in Italian, Cavalho in Spaniſh, and @beval in French. N. > oh 4 
1 | | . 8 w> > > wn dogs 34. 5 0 IHR Y 

Can any one find any affinity betwixt the words Bi/po (Spaniſh) Eveque PR 1 
ur | ; oe , . : = 5 . : * . 2. » . V N 2 5 
(French) Veſcovos (Italian) Biſhop (Engliſn) and Buſbec? No; and yet * * a * WF | 
it is indubitable that the latter is Hungarian, and. chat r ⸗—⸗² ] Wo 
from the Greek Epiſcopos. There are two famous, words that, are pra- BE. » 

| SS ERR * W 


nounced Shazus Kriſi by the driſh, Gbiezs dr HRP. KbjZz8 N by 
the Italians, Djiz8s-Kriift by the Engliſh, and Jezd-Kn by the French. 
| | | TY | An 


- 


* 


5 | TS -- 


* 


An Antaquatian. would loſe ſcent here: and yet, it & welt Ke that 
they all come from two ancient words, the firſt Hebrew, the ſecond, 


betwixt the words Y ago (Spaniſh,) Fac, (French,) Djems, (Engliſh, Y Dji- 
&como, (Italian,) and Yacomi, (Ont ) And yet reſt aſſured, eat they all 
come from the Hebrew word Tacob. And ſo: of fome hundreds of Gmitar 
words which I could eafily bring forth; but theſe few are enough. 8 


Ar the moment of ending this, I recolle& three words more Anglo- 
ia) Perſian. 


| ww” 4 1 4 Ste d e , o5 BRN- 
| How o = Abid | 
| Ze 2 x 3 Shor. wk. 8 
N D 25 2. To Sew, &c. &c.  $82en, and Sew-zen, which Perſian word 
| e197 ord 42 — Aut. e. is evidently a contractif of the compound 
ö = Fd . —— f AH 5 So0—i—zen ſtriker or maker of ſewing: 
ara +5 . / Now the word Soof, to ſignify a needle, 
be et, CZ: . 4 "4 x BA been preſerved in India,, where there is 
”> "IM 7 oY 2 e, no other term; and where Sind, an evident 


i = 99971 7 "IP ar- 22 421 Zed contractif of the compound Si8-x@ or 
eld, e, 4 3» min, Ge Hans. ar A - — . p BE Sew-na, ſignifies to Sew in 2 ſhop in 


nee or Cee . b. Greece, e 9 FL 
| rr al 4 AM, Ae." END OF THE SECOND VOLUM: 3 
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Greek: Yeſ#-chriſftos or rather Qbriſtis, Do you Fe any brothertiood 


